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FOR 2018 EPISCOPATE
CONGRESS

(MENTION “ROEA CONGRESS”’ FOR RATE)
Thursday, Sept. 6 — Saturday, Sept. 8, 2018
Vatra Romaneasca, Grass Lake, Michigan

SCHEDULE
Thursday
Clergy Conference / Episcopate Council Meeting
Friday
Episcopate Congress Sessions / Arrival of Hawaiian
Iveron Icon of the Mother of God
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VATRA
(GENERATIONS
APPEAL

$600,000

$217,271
collected as of
March 15, 2018

Mail your check payable to:
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate
PO Box 309, Grass Lake MI 49240-0309
To read about the project and donate via credit card,
go to: roea.org and click on the DONATE button.
Donations are tax-deductible.

Saturday
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy / Closing Banquet

All Hotels in Michigan are now non-smoking.
Cont. on page 8
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RESURRECTION PASTORAL LETTER 2018

To the beloved clergy, monastics and pious faithful
of our God-protected Episcopate:
Grace, Mercy and Peace from God,
and from us our fatherly love and hierarchal blessing.

CHRIST IS RISEN!

“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus directed
them. And when they saw him, they worshipped him, but some of them doubted. And Jesus
came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age’.” (Matthew 28:16-20)

Dearly Beloved:

These words from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew are the final words of our
Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ to His disciples. Although addressed in the first instance
to His disciples of that day, they are directed as well to us, as they have been to all previous
generations. They are words of direction, of command in participation through co-operation
with Him in bearing witness to God in Trinity and to God’s gift of life to His children, and the
promise of eternal life.

In His great love, God created man in His own image and likeness. He invited him to work
with Him, to be the caretaker of the earthly paradise which He offered him. This was the di-
vine invitation to man to participate fully in Him, as co-operator, as co-worker with God in His
creation. The end result of cooperation with God is called theosis, “...becoming by grace what
God is by nature” (St. Athanasius, On the Incarnation, I). You and I are called to live our lives
and share our divine call to become one with Him, to live in His presence in reciprocal love as
Christ has commanded us (John 13:34ff).

Adam and Eve freely chose to reject God’s invitation to be co-workers. Instead of bearing witness
to God’s love, by their choice of self-love, they became witnesses for Death. This self-centered
action on their part, a rejection of parental care and love, resulted in undergoing physical death.
Man lost, or better stated, cast aside the divine invitation to be one with Him, to co-operate, to
work with God, and thus live forever. Saint Justin Martyr tells us: “/Men] were made like God,
free from suffering and death, provided that they kept His commandments” (c. 100-165).

The reality of that great loss caused a deep longing for reconciliation and restoration of that
broken bond of filial love. God did not abandon his children, but made us a promise, as the Apos-
tle Paul explains: “Death came through one man [Adam] and in the same way the resurrection
of the dead has come through one man [Jesus Christ]” (1 Cor. 15:21). In other words, God’s
love would be manifest in and through our Lord, Jesus Christ, who would overcome Death and
restore humankind with the Father. Blessed Augustine of Hippo (354-430) informs us: “But he
himself that justifies also deifies, for justifying he makes sons of God” (Sermon 192.1.1).

Jesus Christ, Love Incarnate, is the one referred by Saint Paul to Saint Timothy as Savior of
the whole human race. He, the eternal Son of God, in the fullness of time, came into this world
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to live among us, witnessing to the Father’s love. He, himself, is the fulfillment of unity in love
of the Creator and the created. God, out of love for his creation took on flesh from the Virgin
Mary and became man (Creed) thus fulfilling the restoration of that bond of co-operation between
God and man which had been long lost in Paradise. Jesus is “...light of light, true God of true
God...” (Creed), and He restores us to be “...heirs of God and coheirs with Christ, sharing his
sufferings so as to share his glory” (Romans 8:17).

True love demands sacrifice of self for the other. We confess this in the Creed, when we state
that Christ, for our salvation took on flesh and became man and was crucified, died and was
buried. By stating, “...for our salvation,” we mean restoration to and with God through Christ.
If, however, the only purpose of Christ’s coming on earth was his death and burial, then there
would be no reason for this pastoral letter. This letter, however, is in celebration of and witness
to Life, not Death.

The love of God is not only sacrificial but redemptive and restorative. The Creed continues:
“...And on the third day, he rose again...”; and therefore, we can sing: “Christ is risen from the
dead, trampling down Death by death, and on those in the graves, bestowing life!” (Troparion of
Pascha). The resurrection of Jesus is the witness of God Himself to His eternal love for us; He
bestows on us unending life, permanent existence, eternal being. Our life, which had been held
captive by Death because of the ancient sin of Adam and Eve, is forever freed. Who can bestow
life? Only He who is the Source of Life. Who can and does bestow new life on the dead? Only
He who is the source of life for all, who, by His sacrificial death on the cross, has destroyed
Death’s power. It is He, Jesus Christ, true God and true Man, who can bestow it on even those
who have been laid to rest.

Christ, as He once did in Paradise and now through the ages, commands us to go forth to be
His witnesses. We do witness His resurrection from the dead, His ascension and His return. We
are witnesses to His gift of eternal life, by our unification with and participation in Him, which
is theosis.

Let us, as have the disciples and those through the centuries, bear witness to God’s loving
restoration of mankind. Let us be on fire with love for the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
One God, immaterial, eternal and loving as Christ has invited us to do! Dearly beloved, as His
disciples, we choose to worship Christ, to confess His resurrection from the dead, witnessing His
trampling of Death itself, so that we, too, may bear witness to Him before all nations, remember-
ing his final words: “... and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age” (Matthew 28:20).

Christ is risen!

Accept our fatherly love and archpastoral blessings on those near and those far away.

N othons

+ NATHANIEL
By the Mercy of God, Archbishop of Detroit and the
Romanian Episcopate of the Orthodox Church in America

/
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PASTORAL
CHANGES

ORDINATIONS
DIACONESCU, Deacon George Bogdan, was
ordained into the Holy Priesthood on March 10, 2018,
by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel at Holy 40
Martyrs of Sebaste, Aurora ON, and attached to St.
Nicholas Church, Ottawa ON.

ASSIGNMENTS
PELIN, Rev. Dr. Cezar, was assigned as Parish
Priest of St. Varlaam of Moldova Mission, Moncton,
New Brunswick, effective December 25, 2016.
TIBRE, Rev. Fr. Marin Vasile, was assigned as
Parish Priest of Exaltation of the Holy Cross Church,
London, Ontario, effective March 25, 2018.

DEANERIES

Effective February 1, 2018, the Deaneries of the
Episcopate were reestablished and new Deans appointed
by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel, to assist the
administration of the Episcopate and further enhance
the missionary, pastoral and educational activities in the
parishes and missions. At its March 17,2018 meeting,
the Episcopate Council passed a motion to accept the
Deaneries as administrative units of the Episcopate, an
action to be ratified at the next Episcopate Congress
in September 2018.

UNITED STATES
Eastern States Vicariate
Atlantic Deanery
Dean: V. Rev. Chesarie Bertea, PhD
Saint John of Suceava Parish, Manchester, NH
Saint John the Baptizer Parish, Woonsocket, RI
Saint Mary Parish, Chelsea, MA
Saint Dimitrie Parish, Easton CT
Holy Transfiguration Parish, Manchester CT
Saint Dumitru Parish, New York, NY
Saint Mary Parish, Elmhurst, NY
Holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel Parish,
Middle Village, NY

Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish, Ridgewood, NY
Saint Andrew Parish, Potomac, MD
Holy Cross Parish, Alexandria, VA
Saint Mary Parish, Falls Church, VA
Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish, Elkins Park, PA
Saint Joseph of Maramures Parish, Hazleton, PA
Saint John of Wallachia Parish, Ridgewood, NJ

Great Lakes Deanery
Dean: V. Rev. Dr. Remus Grama
Saint Elias the Prophet Parish, Ellwood City, PA
Saint Andrew Parish, McKees Rocks, PA
Holy Cross Parish, Hermitage, PA
Holy Trinity Parish, Youngstown, OH
Saint Nicholas Parish, Alliance, OH
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Holy Resurrection Parish, Warren, OH

Saint George Parish, Canton, OH

Presentation of Our Lord Parish, Fairlawn, OH
Saint Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH

Saints Peter and Paul Parish, Dearborn Heights, MI
Descent of the Holy Ghost Parish, Warren, MI
Saint George Cathedral, Southfield, MI

Saint Theodora of Sihla Parish, Royal Oak, MI
Annunciation Parish, Grand Rapids, MI

Saint Nicholas Parish, Troy, MI

Central States Vicariate
Central USA Deanery
Dean: V. Rev. Fr. George Ursache
Saint Mary Parish, St Paul, MN
Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish, St Louis, MO
Holy Nativity Parish, Chicago, IL
Saint Mary Parish, Chicago, IL
Saint Athanasius the Great Mission, Aurora, IL
Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish, Merrillville, IN
Saints Constantine and Helen Parish,
Indianapolis, IN

Southern Deanery

Dean: Rev. Fr. Stefan Stoleru
Holy Cross Parish, Hollywood, FL
Holy Trinity Parish, Miramar, FL.
Saint Polycarp of Smyrna Parish, Naples, FL
Holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel Parish,

Apopka, FL

Saint Stephen the Great Parish, Clearwater, FL
Saint Anne Parish, Jacksonville, FL
Saints Constantine and Helen Parish, Lilburn GA
Saint John the Baptizer Parish, Kannapolis, NC
Saint Basil the Great Parish, Durham, NC
Saint Mary Parish, Colleyville, TX
Saint Mary of Magdala Parish, Houston, TX
Saint Andrew Parish, Houston, TX
Saint John Chrysostom Parish, Old Hickory, TN
Holy Three Hierarchs Parish, Baton Rouge, LA

Western States Vicariate
Pacific Northwest Deanery
Dean: Rev. Fr. Gabriel Agoston

Holy Cross Parish, San Jose, CA
Holy Resurrection Parish, Hayward, CA
Holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel Parish,

Sacramento, CA
Saint Mary Parish, Portland, OR
Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish, Oregon City, OR
Holy Three Hierarchs Parish,

Mountlake Terrace, WA

Pacific Southwest Deanery
Dean: V. Rev. Fr. Adrian Grigoras
Holy Cross Parish, San Diego, CA
Saint Mary Parish, Anaheim, CA
Holy Trinity Parish, Los Angeles, CA
Holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel Parish,
Palm Springs, CA
Cont. on page 7
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EucHARISTIC BREAD:
LLEAVENED OR UNLEAVENED?

By Fr. John A. Peck

In the ninth century, the use of unleavened bread
had become obligatory in the West, while the Orthodox
continued the exclusive offering of leavened bread.
The issue became divisive when the provinces of
Byzantine Italy which were under the authority of the
Patriarch of Constantinople were forcibly incorporated
into the Church of Rome following their invasion by
the Norman armies. At this time the use of unleavened
bread was forced upon the Orthodox of southern Italy.

In the Bible, unleavened bread is called “unleavened
bread,” whereas leavened bread is simply called “bread.”
The Jews at that time would have understood this as
would have the early Christians. It says that “He took
bread,” meaning leavened bread; and the Christians,
being first instructed by the Apostles and then reading
in the Gospels some time later, implemented this.

At the Mystical Supper, it is obvious that our Lord
was changing things, to tie the Passover meal with its
fulfillment, the Eucharist. One of those changes, obvi-
ously, was using leavened bread instead of unleavened,
or at least leavened in addition to unleavened. The
world was empty and devoid of grace before Christ, as
is symbolized by the flatness of the unleavened bread,
but later filled with the glory of His Resurrection, as
is symbolized by the leavened bread. Christ made the
change, and the Church followed through on it.

The word for unleavened bread in Greek is AZY-
MOS. It is used in the Greek New Testament nine
times: Mt. 26:17; Mk. 14:1,12; Lk. 22:1,7; Ac. 12:3;
20:6; 1 Cor. 5:7,8.

The word for leavened bread is ARTOS. It is used
97 times in the Greek New Testament.

The passages where they are relevant for the Mys-
tical Supper are: Now as they were eating, Jesus took
bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” — Mt.
26:26; Mk.14:22; Lk.22:19; 24:30,35; 1 Cor.10:16,17
(twice); 11:26,27,28.

In all these places, the writers never say Jesus took
AZYMOS and blessed it; they write that Jesus took
ARTOS, common ordinary leavened bread.

Here is a quote from the book Bread and Liturgy
by George Galavaris:

The same baking method and ovens were used by the
Christians for both their daily bread and that which
was to be used in worship. It must be made clear that
(contrary to practices today in the West) in the Early
Christian centuries and in all eastern rites through the
ages, except in the Armenian church, the bread used
for the Church did not differ from ordinary bread in
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substance. From the beginning, leavened bread was
used. Even the Armenians before the seventh century
and the Maronites before their union with Rome in
the twelfth century used leavened bread. The practice
of using unleavened bread for the Eucharist was in-
troduced to the West much later. Among the earliest
written accounts is that given by Alcuin (A.D. 798)
and his disciple Rabanus Maurus. After this, the altar
bread took the light, wafer-like form, achieved with
pressing irons, so common today. (Galavaris, Bread
and Liturgy, p. 54).

The adjectival form Azymite was used as a term
of abuse by Orthodox Christians against Latin Rite
Christians. The Orthodox Church has continued the
ancient Eastern practice of using leavened bread for
the Lamb (Hostia ‘victim’ in Latin) in the Eucharist.
After serious theological disputes between Rome and
the churches of the East, Latin use of unleavened
bread, azymes, for the Eucharist—a point of liturgi-
cal difference—became also a point of theological
difference between the two, and was one of several
disputes which led eventually to the Great Schism
between Eastern and Western Christianity in 1054.

Here is a quote from a Latin priest and professor of
theology at the University of Vienna named Johannes
H. Emminghaus:

In the Latin Rite, the bread for the Eucharist has
been unleavened since the eighth century; that is,
it is baked of flour and water without yeast. At the
Last Supper, Christ probably took this kind of bread
(mazzah), which was interpreted in the Passover
memorial as a “bread of affliction,” the bread of
nomadic shepherds who had no homeland of their
own. During the first millennium of Church history,
however, it was the general custom in both East and
West to use normal “daily bread,” that is, leavened
bread, for the Eucharist; the Eastern Churches still
use it and usually have strict prohibitions against the
use of unleavened bread (or “azymes”). The Latin
Church, for its part, regards the question as of little

Cont. on page 7
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IN MEMORY:
BisHor MARK
[ FORSBERG]

Funeral services for
His Grace, Bishop Mark
[Forsberg], 83, Former
Bishop of Boston, were
celebrated at Christ
the Saviour Cathedral
(OCA), Miami Lakes,
FL on Thursday and
Friday, January 11-12,
2018. Bishop Mark fell
asleep in the Lord on
Monday, January 8. Vis-
itation at the cathedral
was held on Thursday,
January 11. The Funeral
Service followed at 6:30
p-m. On Friday, January
12, the Divine Liturgy was celebrated at 10:00 a.m.,
followed by interment at Vista Memorial Gardens,
Miami Lakes, FL.. His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tik-
hon and Their Eminences, Archbishop Nathaniel and
Archbishop Nikon concelebrated. A repast followed
at the cathedral.

Born in Detroit, MI on April 2, 1934, Bishop Mark
was ordained as a Melkite Greek Catholic deacon and
priest in 1964. The following year, he was received
into the Orthodox Church. While pursuing studies
at Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary,
Yonkers, NY, he served Saint George Antiochian Or-
thodox Church, Albany, NY and later Saint George
Antiochian Orthodox Church, Wichita, KS. After his
reception into the Romanian Episcopate of the Orthodox
Church in America, he served Saint Thomas Church,
St. Louis, MO and Saint George Albanian Orthodox
Cathedral, Boston, MA. He was elected to the episco-
pacy in June 1979 and consecrated on November 10,
1979 to succeed His Grace, Bishop Stephen [Lasko] as
Bishop of the OCA’s Albanian Archdiocese. In 1984,
he was named Titular Bishop of Bethesda. In March
1985, he was elected Bishop of Fort Lauderdale and
Auxiliary to His Grace, Bishop [later Archbishop]
Dmitri of Dallas and the South, a position he held
until he again was named Titular Bishop of Bethesda
in March 1991. He had also served as Administrator
of the Diocese of the Midwest for a brief period in
the late 1980s. He was granted retirement on March
21, 2001 with the title of Former Bishop of Boston.
May Bishop Mark’s memory be eternal!

SOLIA JAN-MAR 2018

Eucharistic Bread ... Cont. from page 6

importance, since at the Council of Florence, which
sought to reunite East and West (1439); the difference
in custom was simply acknowledged and accepted.
(Rev. Johannes H. Emminghaus, The Eucharist:
Essence, Form, Celebration, p. 161).

Here is a quote from a Jesuit priest and professor
of Theology at the University of Innsbruck:

In the West, various ordinances appeared from the
ninth century on, all demanding the exclusive use
of unleavened bread for the Eucharist. A growing
solicitude for the Blessed Sacrament and a desire to
employ only the best and whitest bread, along with
various scriptural considerations—all favored this
development.

Still, the new custom did not come into exclusive
vogue until the middle of the eleventh century. Par-
ticularly in Rome, it was not universally accepted till
after the general infiltration of various usages from
the North. In the Orient, there were few objections to
this usage during olden times. Not till the discussions
that led to the schism of 1054 did it become one of
the chief objections against the Latins.

At the Council of Florence (1439), however, it was
definitely established that the Sacrament could be
confected in azymo sive fermentato pane. Therefore,
as we well know, the various groups of Orientals who
are united with Rome continue to use the type of bread
traditional among them. (Rev. Joseph A. Jungmann,
SJ., The Mass of the Roman Rite, vol. II, p. 34).

In other words, the use of unleavened bread with
the round host came from the forests of Germany.

Originally published by Preachers Institute on
June 5, 2017.

Pastoral Changes ees Cont. from page 5

Saint Anne Parish, Pomona, CA
Saint John the Baptizer Parish, Glendale, AZ
Holy Cross Parish, Phoenix, AZ
Saint John the Hozevite Parish, Denver, CO
Saint Dimitrie the New Parish, Frederick, CO
Saint Mary Parish, Las Vegas, NV
CANADA
icari f Can
Eastern Deanery
Dean: Rev. Fr. Liviu Alexandrescu
Saint Nicholas Parish, Ottawa, ON
Annunciation Cathedral, Montreal, QC
Saint Nicholas Parish, Montreal, QC
Saints Peter and Paul Parish, Quebec City, QC
Ascension Parish, Montreal, QC
Holy Brancoveanu Martyrs Parish, Montreal, QC
Saint Andrew Parish, Laval, QC
Saint Mary Parish, Laval, QC
Saint Elias Parish, Anjou, QC
Cont. on page 9
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HIERARCHAL SCHEDULE

| HIS EMINENCE, ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL |

August 1 — December 31, 2017

August 5-6. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Saturday: Attended Vigil Service for feast
of Transfiguration of the Lord. Sunday: Attended
Divine Liturgy.

August 12-15. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Attended Great Vespers. Sun-
day: Attended Divine Liturgy. Monday: Attended
Vigil Service for monastery’s patronal feast of the
Dormition of the Mother of God. Tuesday: Attended
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 19-20. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Attended Great Vespers. Sun-
day: Attended Divine Liturgy.

August 26-27. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Attended Great Vespers. Sun-
day: Attended Divine Liturgy.

August 31- September 3. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra
Romaneasca. Annual Church Congress. Thursday:
Attended Divine Liturgy. Clergy Conference. Vespers.
Episcopate Council Meeting. Friday: Attended Divine
Liturgy. Congress Sessions. Vespers. Saturday: Con-
gress Sessions. Memorial Service. Great Vespers. Sun-
day: Celebrated Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

September 7-8. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Thursday: Attended Vigil Service for
feast of Birth of Virgin Mary. Friday: Celebrated
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

September 9-10. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Di-
vine Liturgy.

September 13-14. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery.Wednesday: Vigil for feast of Exaltation of
the Holy Cross. Thursday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

September 16-17. Rives Junction, MI. Dormi-
tion Monastery. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday:
Divine Liturgy.

September 23-24. Rives Junction, MI. Dormi-
tion Monastery. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday:
Divine Liturgy.

September 30 — October 1. Rives Junction, MI.
Dormition Monastery. Saturday: Great Vespers.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of the
Protection of the Mother of God.

October 2-5. Garfield, NJ. Annual Meeting of the
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the USA.

October 8. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Divine Liturgy.

October 14. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of
St. Parascheva.

October 15. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
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astery. Divine Liturgy.

October 22. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Divine Liturgy.

October 26. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of
Great-martyr Demetrios the myrrh-streaming.

October 29. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Divine Liturgy.

November 4-5. Alliance, OH. St. Nicholas. Sun-
day: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Blessing of Troitza.
Banquet for 105™ Anniversary.

November 12. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 13-17. Syosset, NY. OCA Chancery.
Holy Synod Meeting.

November 19. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 21. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of
Entrance of the Birthgiver of God in the Temple.

November 26. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 30. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of
Holy Apostle Andrew, the first-called.

December 3. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe-
dral. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 5-6. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Tuesday: Vigil for feast of St. Nicholas.
Wednesday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 10. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 17. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter &
Paul. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Christmas program.

December 23-24. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday morn-
ing: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Sunday evening: Vigil
for feast of Birth of Our Lord.

December 25. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe-
dral. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of Birth of
Our Lord.

December 26-27. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Tuesday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for
feast of Synaxis of Most Holy Birthgiver of God.
Lunch. Christmas caroling. Wednesday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy for feast of St. Stephen the Archdeacon.

Hotel Information ... Cont. from page 2

Holiday Inn - Jackson (517) 789-9600

2696 Bob McClain Dr., Jackson

(behind Meijer, North side of 1-94 @ Airport R
Deadline: August 15, 2018

(2 Queen beds)- $139/night + 11% taxes.

(Single King) - $139/night + 11% taxes.

Fitness center, business center, indoor pool, free Wi-Fi.

Cont. on page 14
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A VISIT TO A JAIL WITH
Fr. RoMAN BRrRAGA

Following is an account by Fr Daniel Ressetar who
happily complied with a request by His Eminence,
Archbishop Nathaniel, to share the account of his
visit to a jail with Fr. Roman Braga.

After immigrating to the United States in 1985(?),
the Rev. Father Archimandrite Roman Braga was
appointed by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel,
to be the chaplain for the Orthodox Monastery of
the Transfiguration in Ellwood City, Pennsylvania,
which was headed by Abbess Mother Alexandra, of
blessed memory.

Father Daniel Ressetar, the pastor of Christ the Savior
Orthodox Church in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, invited
Father Roman to lead a retreat at the church for the
Frackville Deanery and Harrisburg area churches on
November 16, 1985. He was accompanied by Sister
Katherine, the future abbess of the monastery, and
Sister Inge.

On Saturday, Fr. Roman gave his talk entitled “Re-
ligious Encounters” to some 60 people in the church
upstairs while Sisters Katherine and Inge had about
30 children doing projects downstairs. Vespers was
served at 3 p.m. and Matins at 7 p.m. after dinner.

On Sunday morning, Fr. Roman and Fr. Dan
concelebrated the Divine Liturgy. Sister Inge read
the Hours, Sister Katherine read the epistle lesson,
and Fr. Roman delivered the homily emphasizing
the difficulties that exist in the world for a Christian
to openly bear witness to Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior and His Church. During the fellowship hour
following the Divine Liturgy, Fr. Roman mingled with
the parishioners and with parishioners of Romanian
background sharing personal stories.

But on Friday night, the day before the retreat,
the three visiting guests dined at the rectory hosted
by Matushka Theodora Ressetar, who noticed how
carefully and slowly Fr. Roman ate, cherishing the
food he consumed. When Fr. Dan casually mentioned
at the table that he was presently the chaplain at the
nearby jail, Dauphin County Prison (DCP), adhering
to a flexible schedule of some 30 hours a week which
did not interfere with any pastoral obligations, Fr.
Roman casually asked if he could visit the county jail
before leaving Harrisburg.

Surprised by the request, Fr. Dan responded: “Father
Roman, you were sentenced by the Communists and
imprisoned for over 10 years, including four years
in solitary confinement in jails in Romania,. Why in
the world would you want to enter a prison again?”

Fr. Roman replied: “I would just like to see per-
sonally what an American prison looks like on the
inside. I am just curious.” So Fr. Dan drove him to
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DCP that night with Sisters Katherine and Inge who
remained in the car outside.

The correction officer welcomed Fr. Roman who
was dressed in a cassock bearing a pectoral cross,
and led us to the Work Release section where there
is minimum security. Here he met an elderly Roma-
nian Orthodox man who had a DUI conviction. Both
conversed in Romanian and prayed together. The
resident was inspired by Fr. Roman’s visit and talked
about it for days.

Then Fr. Dan escorted Fr. Roman into the main
building where over 400 male inmates were confined.
He walked slowly down the hallway divided into A,
B, C, D, E and F cell blocks. Most of the men were
watching television or reading. The rest were in their
cells waiting for “check time”, the counting of the
residents. It was only about 9 p.m.

Fr. Roman was praying out loud while walking
the hallway approaching a few of the inmates behind
bars and blessing them and conversing with them.
“Chaplain,” one inmate commented to Fr. Dan after
Fr. Roman left the area: “That Father Roman really
looks like a holy man.” Fr. Dan replied, “He is!”

Outside the prison on their way back to the rec-
tory, Father Roman mentioned that Dauphin County
Prison resembled a fine hotel compared to what he
went through in prison in Romania. He appreciated
making that visit, even though it brought back horrible
memories.

Pastoral Changes ees Cont. from page 7

Saint Panteleimon Parish, Saint-Eustache, QC
Protection of the Mother of God, Pierrefonds, QC
Saint Parascheva Parish, Saint-Laurent, QC

Saint Varlaam of Moldova Mission, Moncton, NB

Central Deanery
Dean: Rev. Fr. Ionut Maerean

Holy Cross Parish, London, ON
Saint John the Baptizer Parish, Kitchener, ON
Holy Confessors of Transylvania Parish,

Oakville, ON
Saint Nectarios Mission, Stoney Creek, ON
Holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel Parish,

Niagara Falls, ON
Saint John the Evangelist Parish, Toronto, ON
Saint George Parish, Toronto, ON
Saint Luke Mission, Markham, ON
Holy Forty Martyrs Parish, Aurora, ON
Saint Elijah Parish, Schomberg, ON

Cont. on page 10
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BiBLE ANSWER MAN EXPLAINS WHY JESUS
IGNORED MOTHER OF DEMON-POSSESSED
DAUGHTER, CALLED HER A ‘DoG’

By Stoyan Zaimov, Christian Post Reporter

Hank Hanegraaff, host of the “Bible Answer Man”
podcast, has tackled a challenging Bible passage posed
by a listener who questioned why Jesus initially ignored
the mother of a demon-possessed daughter, and even
called her a “dog” in the book of Matthew.

In Matthew 15:21-28, a Canaanite woman pleads
with Jesus to show mercy on her and her daughter,
but He initially does not reply. When the disciples
urge Jesus to leave, the woman kneels before Him
and asks for help again.

“It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss
it to the dogs,” Jesus replies.

When the woman persists and says that “even the
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table,”
Jesus hails her faith, and heals her daughter.

A listener to Monday’s podcast, a man named Lu-
cas, asked Hanegraaff if he can shed light on Jesus’
attitude, and why at first He seemed to ignore the
woman and even referred to her as a “dog.”

Hanegraaff, a member of the Eastern Orthodox
Church and president of the Christian Research In-
stitute, said the passage is actually one of the “most
clever” ones in all of Scripture.

“The absolute erudition and wisdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ,” he expressed, pointing out
that Jesus was “borrowing” from the mindset of the
day, namely that Gentiles and the Samaritans in par-
ticular are “dogs.”

“So here you have a Gentile woman, and she is
thought of as a dog. Remember when the Assyrians
conquered the Northern Kingdom, they killed or exiled
everyone. They did leave some alive, they intermarried
and became the Samaritans. They became the ‘dogs’
in the view of the Jewish people,” he said.

“So Jesus is now taking that particular mindset, and
exposing it for what it is. And He does a very clever
thing here,” Hanegraaff continued, stating that Jesus
was framing that dogs “have more faith than their
supposed master.”

“So here you have Jesus turning the tables, and the
Gentile woman is used as an example to show the
Jews that the dog has more acumen that the master.
So again, it’s a classic turning of the tables, but it’s
right along with what Jesus has always taught. We
shouldn’t call someone a ‘dog’ and someone else a
‘human being.” For all are created in the image and
likeness of God,” he said.

Hanegraaff argued that Jesus was exposing the
“prejudice” of the time period, and seeking to show
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that the Gospel is meant to be spread to the ends of
the Earth.

“The Gospel is for the Jew, the Gentile, and what
was considered at the time to be a dog — the Samar-
itan,” he said.

When Lucas asked why Jesus ignored the woman
in the first place, the Bible Answer Man suggested
that Jesus was “allowing someone to be persistent in
order to drive home the point.”

“This happens many, many times with Jesus. There
is a persistence that is necessary — and it adds to the
story, it adds to the power of what is going on.”

Some Christian bloggers, such as Diane Castro,
have noted that the passage is a tricky one in light of
“modern psychology,” which would suggest that Jesus
“needs lessons in how to interact with people without
damaging their self-esteem.”

She said in a blog for The Christian Post in 2013
that in the New Testament, people’s encounters with
Jesus are “tailor-made.”

“I picture the Syrophoenician woman, a desperate
mom, coming to Jesus with an urgent plea for Him
to save her daughter, and leaving with a heart soaring
with gratitude,” Castro wrote.

“Not only has her little girl been healed, but the
woman herself has had a remarkable close encounter
with the Lord. She has connected with Him in an
exceptionally personal and special way, and her life
has been transformed by His touch.”

Reproduced from The Christian Post — April 3,2018.

Pastoral Changes eee Cont. from page 9

Western Deanery
Dean: Rev. Fr. Nicolae Lapuste
Holy Trinity Parish, New Westminster, BC
Saint Mary Parish, Calgary, AB
St George Cathedral, Regina, SK
St Nicholas Parish, Regina, SK
Saint George Parish, Winnipeg, MB
Protection of the Mother of God Church/Center -
Fort Qu’Appelle, SK
St Elias Parish, Lennard, MB
Saint John the Baptist Parish, Shell Valley, MB
Saints Peter and Paul Chapel and Cemetery.
Flintoft, SK
Holy Trinity Church and Cemetery, MacNutt, SK
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Canora, SK
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ANCIENT FAITH WRITING AND
PODCASTING CONFERENCE SPEAKERS,
ToriCS ANNOUNCED

BOLIVAR, PA [OCA/AFR] Speakers and top-
ics that will be featured at the Ancient Faith Writin
and Podcasting Conference [https://blogs.ancientfaith.
com/behind-the-scenes/2018/03/17/ancient-faith-con-
ference-speakers-topics/], to be held at Antiochian
Village, Bolivar, PA June 20-23, 2018, were recently
announced. The conference, which is open to all inter-
ested individuals whether published or unpublished, is
fully committed to mentoring the upcoming generation
of Orthodox writers and podcasters. College students
are especially welcomed.

“The conference offers a professional development
and fellowship opportunity for Orthodox Christians
who want to enrich their creative work or break into
a new media field,” according to Melinda Johnson,
conference organizer. “The conference will provide a
one-of-a-kind opportunity to network and collaborate
with well-known Orthodox authors, podcasters, editors,
and publishers, and to gain inside perspective on the
Orthodox media world. Guests will enjoy time for
fellowship in a beautiful and peaceful environment.
Community building and spiritual refreshment are
important goals of this gathering.”

The keynote address, titled “Can You Be All Things
to All People and Still Be Yourself?” will be delivered
by Frederica Mathewes-Green. A wide-ranging au-
thor, Frederica has been published in the Washington
Post, Christianity Today, Smithsonian, the Los Ange-
les Times, First Things, Books & Culture, Sojourn-
ers, Touchstone, and the Wall Street Journal. She has
been a regular commentator for National Public Radio,
on Morning Edition and All Things Considered, and
on the Hallmark TV network. She has served as a
columnist for Religion News Service, Beliefnet.com,
and Christianity Today. Her book and movie reviews
have appeared in the Los Angeles Times, National
Review Online and Christianity Today Movies. Her
podcast is featured on Ancient Faith Radio. She has
published 10 books, has appeared as a speaker over
500 times, and has been interviewed over 700 times,
on venues that include PrimeTime Live, the Diane
Rehm Show, the 700 Club, NPR, PBS, CNN, NBC,
and Fox News, and by Time, Newsweek, The New
Republic, USA Today, The Chicago Tribune, The
Philadelphia Inquirer, and The New York Times.
Among the evening lecturers will be Deacon Nich-
olas Kotar, who will speak on “Culture Creation for
a Post-Christian America.” A writer of epic fantasy
inspired by Russian fairy tales and a freelance trans-
lator from Russian to English, Deacon Nicholas is the
SOLIA JAN-MAR 2018

resident conductor of the men’s choir at Holy Trinity
Seminary, Jordanville, NY, and a semi-professional
vocalist. He blogs about seeking beauty and truth
in Russian folk culture and history at The Storyteller
blog [https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/nicholaskotar/]
on the Ancient Faith platform. He will be giving all
participants copies of his translation of Ivan Ilyin’s
“Christianity and Culture” as part of his presentation.
His lecture will conclude with a concrete action plan
for Orthodox culture creators.

“Orthodoxy and Shame” will be the topic of Arch-
priest Stephen Freeman’s presentation. Rector of the
Orthodox Church in America’s Saint Anne Church,
Oak Ridge, TN, Father Stephen was educated at
Furman University, Seabury-Western Theological
Seminary, and Duke University. He is the author of
the popular blog, Glory to God for All Things [https://
blogs.ancientfaith.com/glory2godforallthings/] and the
weekly podcast, “Glory to God,” on Ancient Faith
Radio. His writings have been widely translated and
published in Europe and Russia. In his presentation,
Father Stephen will discuss the experience of shame
(clinical understanding) and its occurrence in religious
conversion and practice.

A variety of specialized networking sessions also
will be offered. Topics will include “Make It Beauti-
ful: The Art of Editing Your Own Writing,” “Voices in
the Wilderness: Writing Beauty for the Digital Age,”
“Concrete Thinking as a Model for Evangelism,”
“Re-Catechism Preaching to the Older Brother,”
“Deliver us from Gnostic Cannibals: Engaging our
Orthodox High School and College Students in Print,
Podcasts, and the Classroom,” “Making Online Content
Accessible to People with Disabilities,” and “Writing
for Children.” Several craft workshop tracks will ex-
plore adult fiction, book-length nonfiction, short-form
nonfiction, and podcasting.

Additional information and registration details [https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/ancient-faith-writing-and-pod-
casting-conference-iii-tickets-36959998350] are avail-
able online.
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EriscoPATE CouNciL MEETING

\

2017-19 Episcopate Council with His Eminence, Arch-
bishop Nathaniel

[Grass Lake, MI — ROEA Chancery] On Saturday,
March 17, 2018, the Episcopate Council met at the
Chancery of the Episcopate. Topics discussed included:
Parish Matters; Reestablished Deaneries; announcement
of new members of the Spiritual Consistory and the
establishment of the Monastic Spiritual Consistory
(see listing of members on roea.org under Directory/
Departments and Commissions); Vatra Generations
Project; Confertreat Report; Ascension Monastery court
case; Clergy Matters; reports from the Departments of
Finance, Publications, Religious Education, Missions
and the Romanian Orthodox Vicariate of Canada
(ROVOCQC); Episcopate Events; Long-term Projects.

Highlights of the meeting include:

e Sale of Descent of the Holy Spirit Church in As-
siniboia, Saskatchewan
e Formation of a new community in Halifax, Nova

Scotia and first Divine Liturgy celebrated on October

28,2017
e Reports on renovation and iconography projects in

Hazleton PA, Seattle WA, Orlando FL, Schomberg

ON and Aurora ON
e Report on the Vatra Generations renovation project

which included a summary of work completed to

date, a financial report, the fundraising program,
and the plan for work which will commence during
the spring / summer season

e Progress in the court case with Ascension Monas-
tery in Clinton Township MI (the case is currently
in the appeal phase), and a report on the activities

of Monk Irineu who continues to pretend to be a

bishop in disobedience of the Holy Synod of the

Orthodox Church in America
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Clergy: George Bogdan Diaconescu was ordained
into the Holy Diaconate and the Holy Priesthood
and is attached to St Nicholas Church, Ottawa ON.
Suspensions: Archdeacon Sebastian Dumitrascu/V
Rev Fr Daniel Ghica. Deposition: Gheorghe Carstea
was deposed from the priesthood by the Holy Syn-
od of Bishops but continues to pretend that he is
a priest and has attempted to separate St Nicholas
Church in Troy MI from ROEA jurisdiction. V Rev
Fr Mihai Cociu fell asleep in the Lord on October
20, 2017.

In addition to its regular report, the Department
of Finance reported on the results of the Episco-
pate-wide appeal for victims of Hurricane Harvey
in Houston TX: $37,000 collected and distributed to
individual members of St Andrew and St Mary of
Magdala parishes who suffered heavy loss, and to
St Andrew parish to assist in damage to the church
building.

The Department of Publications reported that So-
lia-The Herald newspaper will be published four
times per year (quarterly basis), and a special
anniversary album will be published for the 80"
Anniversary of the Inauguration of Vatra Romanea-
sca to be celebrated at the Episcopate Congress in
September

The Department of Religious Education (DORE)
announced the summer camp program dates for
the four camps to be held at the Vatra (2) and in
the Toronto and Montreal areas. The Episcopate
Council approved a donation of $6,000 from the
DORE to Hagia Sophia Classical Academy, a pa-
rochial school administrated by Sts. Constantine &
Helen Church, Indianapolis IN.

The Department of Missions presented a program
for sponsoring clergy from abroad, and Council
approved

The financial operation of the Romanian Orthodox
Vicariate of Canada (ROVOC) has been transferred
to Toronto ON from Regina SK.

Upcoming Episcopate Events were announced
and discussed: Vatra Camp Reunion on Memorial
Day Weekend at the Vatra (May 25-28); Auxiliary
Conferences (ARFORA on June 1-3 in Hermitage
PA; Orthodox Brotherhood USA to be determined);
Episcopate Congress 2018 (September 6-9) cele-
brating the 80™ Anniversary of the Inauguration of
the Vatra with the presence of the Myrrh-bearing
icon of the Mother of God of Hawaii and visiting
hierarchs.

Committees were formed to study long-term projects:
implementation of percentage-based giving in place
of membership dues; updating clergy compensation
standards.
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St Dumitru, New York, NY ..oooveeveeeeeiieieieeeennnns $10,500.00

FINANCIAL REPORT St Andrew, Potomac, MD .............coeviineiinnnnnnn. $10,425.00
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL .......ccccceeiniiiiinns $10,000.00
Sts Constantine & Helen, Lilburn, GA .............. $9,225.00
EPISCOPATE SUPPORTER St George Cathedral, Regina, SK ...................... $8,625.00
Anita Constant, Chicago, IL .............ccccoevrvevenenn.. $750.00 Annunciation Cathedral, Montreal, QC ............. $8,250.00
Sandy Cotosman, Addison, IL ..........c..cccceeeveennnne. $500.00 Sts Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN........ $7,650.00
Cornel & Sharon Ivascu, Franklin, MI................. $500.00 St Mary, EImhurst, NY ... $7,575.00
Drs Jeffrey & Felicia O’Connor, Decent of the Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA ....... $6,975.00
Birmingham, MI.......ccoooiiiiiiiiiis $500.00 Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA ...................... $6.,825.00
Peter J Petkas, Houston, TX ...coveeveeeeeeeeereeeeeennn, $500.00 St Mary, St Paul, MN ... $6,525.00
Doina & Alexis Vircol, Wilmette, IL.................... $200.00 Descent of the Holy Spirit, Ridgewood, NY ..... $6,000.00
(IMO Vasile & Zamfira Posteuca) Holy Trinity, New Westminster, BC .................. $5,775.00
Psa Mary Copacia, Shelby Twp, MI..................... $100.00 St George, Winnipeg, MB .........cccoociiiiiiiinnnnn. $5,625.00
Paul & Silvia Costea, Dearborn Hts, MI .............. $100.00 St John, Toronto, ON........cccoeeivviiiiiiiiieiiieeeee, $5,55000
George & Evie Dobrin, Blacklick, OH................. $100.00 St Theodora, Royal Oak.,.MI ............................. $5,550.00
Mary Ann & Mike Glodich, Cleveland, OH......... $100.00 Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI (2017).$5.,525.00
Madelena Ilcus, Jupiter, FL ........ccccoeviiieiennnen. $100.00 St John the Baptist, Woonsocket, RI ................ $5,025.00
Kathleen Podoba-Lind, Willoughby, OH .............. $100.00 St Mary, Calgary, AB ......cccooiiiiiiiiceee $4.,875.00
Maria Timmons, Mississauga, ON........................ $100.00 St Dimitrie the New, Frederick, CO .................. $4,500.00
Alexandru & Aneta Tomescu, Toronto, ON.......... $100.00 St John of Wallachia, Ridgewood, NJ .............. $4.,275.00
Veta Buzas, Allen Park, MI ...........cccocoovvrrrinnnnnn. $50.00 Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN ...... $4,050.00
M/M Octavian Bertea, Warren, OH ........................ $35.00 St N@cholas, Allignce, OH ool $4.,050.00
GENERAL DONATIONS St Nicholas, Regina, SK s $4.,050.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Oregon City, OR.... $4,350.00
Holy Martyrs, Aurora, ON.........cccceevieeniiennennne. $500.00 ) .
. St Elias, Anjou, QC .....cccoeeeviiiiieeiiieeeiiee e, $4,350.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)
. . St Mary, Portland, OR ........cccccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnn. $4.,350.00
St Athanasius Mission, Aurora, IL........................ $444 .72
(Vicar Travel Expense) St George, Toronto, ON.......c.ceeviiieeeniiiireeene. $4.,000.00
St Nicholas, Alliance, OH .......o.ovvevmrererrrereeneen. $300.00 g"lljl C“’Slf’l\ia“ dJ‘l’S"’HCA"“"“'T“i """"""""""" $§’g7§'88
(Hierarch Travel Expense) t Mary of Magdala, Houston, TX .................... $3,975.
. . ’ Sts Michael & Gabriel, Sacramento, CA ........... $3,975.00
Florin Grigorian, Shaker Heights, OH................. $195.30
. St Mary, Laval, QC ........ccceovvviieeiiieeeieeeee, $3,750.00
V Rev Fr Nicolae Lapuste,
St Stephen the Great, Clearwater, FL ................ $3,750.00
North Vancouver, BC .....cooovvvoieeiiiiiiiiieeeeeeien, $100.00 .
R St Mary, Colleyville, TX .....ccccoeiriiiieeiieeeee. $3,675.00
Ovidiu Vatamanu, Lakewood, OH ........................ $100.00 . . ; ;
. . . Sts Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY...... $3.,675.00
Emanoil & Marinela Alexe, Richmond, IL............. $50.00 ..
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH .........cc.cccoceennnne $3,525.00
Florence Westerfield, Warren, MI............ccccoooounnnii. $50.00 . .
Paraschiva Zorca. Houston. TX $50.00 Protection of Mother of God, Pierrefonds, QC.. $3,525.00
v ca, ou (A ) Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA ........ $3,225.00
Antonio Daschievici, Montreal, QC ................c...... $28.59 .
St Anne, Jacksonville, FL..............cccocoeeeeii, $3,300.00
Marcella Bourean, Warren, MI .........ccccoovvninnnnnnnn. $20.00 St p lei Saint.E h C $2.922.15
Mike Nicholas, Wheeling, IL $19.26 t Panteleimon, .alnt- ustache, QC.................. A .
’ T ' Holy Transfiguration, Manchester, CT............... $2.,850.00
MEMORIAM St Thomas, St Louis, MO ..covvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen $2,850.00
Dr Dumitru-Dan Teodorescu, Arcadia, FL............ $500.00 Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA.........coccceceinincennn. $2,850.00
(IMO Petre & Georgeta Teodorescu) Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI...........c........... $2,700.00
Maria Lascu, Port Richey, FL.............ocooinn, $200.00 St Elias, Schomberg, ON ............cccoovevevvrenennne. $2,700.00
. (.IMO Traian Lascu) . St Andrew, Laval, QC.....cccccooviioeiiieeiieeee $2.,550.00
Vivian Radu, Philadelphia, PA............ccccccciiiinniiis $50.00 St John the Baptist, Kannapolis, NC ................. $2.,550.00
. (_IMO George.Radu) . St Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA.............. $2,550.00
Vivian Radu, Philadelphia, PA....: ........................... $50.00 St Parascheva Church, Saint Laurent, QC ......... $2,040.00
(IMO V Rev Fr Leonte Copacia Jr) Holy Cross, San Diego, CA.......cccoevevveveenennnnn. $2.025.00
2018 EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT St Mary, Chelsea, MA ......cccccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieennnn. $1,950.00
St Mary, Chicago, IL .......cooveerverrrrreerrrnnnn. $26,775.00 St Andrew, McKees Rocks, PA ..., $1.,825.00
Sts Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI............... $23 475.00 Holy Cross, Phoenlx, AZ e $1,800.00
St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH................... $15,000.00 Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC................ccc...... $1,350.00
Protection of the Mother of God, St Anne, Pomona, CA.......ccoovviiiiiiiiiiieiieeiin $1,350.00
Falls Church, VA ......c..coocovverinrierinrieninnn. $13.500.00 St Luke, Markham, ON ..o $1,140.00
St Mary, Anaheim, CA........cocoovrvvrrrnrerinnnnn. $13,350.00 Three Hierachs Mission, Baton Rouge, LA .......... $600.00
Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA ......c.cco.coouinnn. $12,750.00 St Nectarios Mission, Stoney Creek, ON ............ $510.00
St John the Baptist, Kitchener, ON ................. $12,375.00 DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS
Holy Cross, Hollywood, FL...........cccccvvveeennnn. $12,150.00 National ARFORA ... $2,670.00
St Dimitrie, Easton, CT .....ccooovvveviiiiiieeiiiin $12,150.00 (2017 St Paraschiva Mission Appeal)
Three Hierarchs, Mount Lake Terrace, WA ..... $12,000.00 Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH .............. $260.00
Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL ...........cccooevvevnennne. $10,800.00 Rev Fr & Psa Dan Chirtu, Aurora, ON ................ $200.00
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VATRA GENERATIONS

St Mary, Calgary, AB ........ccovveeviiieeeiieeeeene. $7,583.80
St Mary, Chicago, IL .........cccccccciiiiii, $5,000.00
V Rev Fr & Psa David Subu, Springfield, VA... $2,100.00
St George Cathedral, Regina, SK ...................... $2,080.00

Dr Gheorghe Marinescu, Rochester Hills, MI ... $1,000.00
(IMO Elizabeth Oancea)

John N Santeiu, Garden City, MI ...................... $1,000.00
Sts Constantine & Elena, Indianapolis, IN ........... $600.00
Linda ReStea ..ccoooevveiiieiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee. $500.00
National ARFORA ........ccooviiiiiiieieiieeeieeeeeee, $500.00
St Andrew, Laval, QC........ccccevvvviiiiiiiieeeieiieeeenn, $500.00
Bujea Family Memorial Fund...........cc.ccceeenenennn. $361.68
M/M Phil Paranuik, Fredericton, NB.................... $300.00
Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH .............. $265.00
John T Bogdan, Glenside, PA ...........ccceeiieennnnen.. $200.00
Doina Teodorescu, Royal Oak, MI ....................... $200.00
(IMO Elizabeth Oancea & Alexandru Rasca)
Pavel & Floare Buzlea, Whittier, CA .....ccc........... $100.00
John & Mildred Campean, Youngstown, OH........ $100.00
Psa Mary Copacia, Shelby Twp, MI..................... $100.00
(IMO David Maxim)
John Kisbac, Schaumburg, TL...........cccccveevreennnnn. $100.00
National ARFORA ........ooooiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee $100.00
(IHO Archbishop Nathaniel)
Calin & Aurora Nema, Portland, OR..................... $100.00

Judge John & Veta Regule, The Villages, FL....... $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa lan Pac-Urar, Fairlawn, OH ....... $100.00
(IMO all deceased in 2017)

Maria Risca, Oakland, MI ........coouveueeeeeeeieiiinn... $100.00
Ioana Rusu-Banu, Calgary, AB.......ccccooeeiinnnnnnnn. $97.92
Cornelius Lungociu, Gaithersburg, MD.................. $72.15
Donald & Nancy Frost, Indian Land, SC ............... $50.00

(IMO Elizabeth Oancea)
V Rev Fr & Psa Laurence Lazar, Southfield, MI ... $50.00
(IHO Fr & Psa Romey Rosco)

M/M Valer Pufescu, Naples, FL .........cccccceevuvneeenn. $40.00
(IMO Elizabeth Oancea)
ANONYMOUS ...ttt et e e e $28.36
Gerald & Shirley Susalla, Warren, MI.................... $25.00
(IMO Elizabeth Oancea)
ANONYIMOUS ...eeeieeeiieeireeeiteeeieeesireeetreenereeseseeeneeens $19.31
Psa Martha MacLellan, Winnipeg, MB .................. $10.00
James NOIrwWich .....ooooviiiiiiiiiiiii e, $5.00
HURRICANE RELIEF FOR HOUSTON PARISHE
St John, Kitchener, ON.......cccoooviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeneen, $1,000.00
St John, Woonsocket, RL.........uuueuuueueeeeenaen $800.00
St John, Toronto, ON .......uueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens $744.50
St George, Winnipeg, MB .........cccceiiviiiiiiiiiieen, $646.17
St George Cathedral, Southfield, MI .................... $483.00
Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH ................ $50.00

CONVOCATION
70tTH A.R.F.O.R.A
CONGRESS

Hosted by: Holy Cross Orthodox Church,
Hermitage, Pennsylvania
Adela Price & Mary Sankey, Co-Chairmen.
Archpriest George J. Treff, Spiritual Advisor
Phone: 724-346-3151

In conformity with Article II, Section 2 of the
By-Laws, we hereby convoke the 70th National
A.RF.O.R.A. Congress to be held on June 1-3,
2018, at Holy Cross Orthodox Church, 950 Maple
Drive, Hermitage, Pennsylvania 16148.

Diocesan Hierarch: The Most Reverend
Archbishop NATHANIEL (POPP)
ARFORA National President: Adelina Balog
ARFORA National Secretary: Judy Dragon

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, June 1, 2018

4:00 pm Early Registration & Reception
- 7:00 pm at Holy Cross Orthodox Church
5:00 pm Executive Board Meeting

Saturday, June 2, 2018

8:00 am Delegate Registration and Breakfast
9:30 am Congress Session I
12:00 pm Lunch and Speaker
1:30 pm Congress Session II
5:00 pm Great Vespers & Parastas
6:30 pm Congress Photograph
7:00 pm Dinner & Program
Sunday, June 3, 2018
8:45 am Matins
9:45 am Vesting of Hierarch
10:00 am Hierarchical Liturgy
12:30 pm Congress Banquet & Program

Hotel Accommodations: Holiday Inn Express, 3060
Spangler Road, West Middlesex, PA 16159. Telephone:
724-982-4600. Reserve by May 11, 2018.

Hotel Information ... Cont. from page 8

Holiday Inn Express - Jackson (517) 788-6400
3506 Oneil Dr., Jackson

(South side of I-94 @ Airport Rd exit)
Deadline: August 5, 2018

(2 Queen beds or Single King bed)

$120/night + 11% taxes.

Free breakfast, indoor pool, free Wi-Fi.
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HOME2SUITES (by Hilton) — Jackson
(517) 998-7000
2704 Bob McClain Dr., Jackson
(behind Meijer, North side of I-94 @ Airport Rd.)
Deadline: August 5, 2018
All rooms are suites with a fold out sofa bed
Suite (1 Queen) $122/night + 11% taxes
Suite (2 Queen beds) $139/night + 11% taxes
Free breakfast, indoor pool, free Wi-Fi.

Check https://www.roea.org/comingevents.html periodi-
cally for more hotel listings and up-to-date information.
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SCRISOARE PASTORALA LA
INVIEREA DomNuLul 2018

Preaiubitului nostru Cler, Cinului Monahal si Dreptmaritorilor Crestini
ai de Dumnezeu pazitei noastre Episcopii:
Har, Mila si Pace de la Dumnezeu,
iar de la noi parinteascd dragoste si arhieresti binecuvdantdri!

HRISTOS A INVIAT!

,lar cei unsprezece ucenici au mers in Galileea, la muntele unde le poruncise lor Ii-
sus; si vazandu-L, I s-au Inchinat, ei care se Indoiserd. $1 apropiindu-Se Iisus, le-a grait,
zicand: ,,Datu-Mi-s-a toata puterea in cer $i pe pdmant. Drept aceea, mergand invatati toate
neamurile, botezindu-le in numele Tatélui si al Fiului si al Sfantului Duh, Invatandu-le
sd pdzeasca toate cite v-am poruncit Eu vouad si iatd, Eu cu voi sunt In toate zilele, pand
la sfarsitul veacului. Amin” (Matei 28, 16-20).

Tubitii Mei,

Aceste cuvinte din Sfanta Evanghelie dupa Sfantul Evanghelist Matei sunt ultimele indemnuri
ale Domnului si Dumnezeului $i Mantuitorului nostru lisus Hristos adresate ucenicilor Sai.
Desi au fost adresate in primd instantd ucenicilor Sdi din acea vreme, ele sunt indreptate si spre
noi astazi, asa cum au fost gi pentru toate generatiile anterioare noud. Acestea sunt cuvinte de
indrumare, de porunca de a participa prin cooperare cu Dumnezeu in a aduce marturie despre
El, Domnul, Cel in Treime inchinat si despre darul vietii dat de El fiilor i fiicelor Sale cat si
despre fagaduinta vietii vesnice.

In marea Sa iubire, Dumnezeu a creat omul dupa chipul si asemdnarea Sa. El 1-a invitat sa
lucreze cu El, sd fie ingrijitorul paradisului pdméntesc pe care i 1-a oferit. Aceasta a fost invitatia
divind adresatd omului de a participa deplin in El, in calitate de co-operator, ca $i colaborator al
lui Dumnezeu in creatia Lui. Rezultatul final al acestei colaboririi cu Dumnezeu se numeste teosis
adicd “... devenind prin har ceea ce Dumnezeu este prin naturd” (Sf. Atanasie, Despre Intrupare,
I). Toti impreund suntem chemati sd ne trdim viata si sa impartasim chemarea dumnezeiasca de
a deveni una cu El, sa trdim n prezenta Lui in iubire reciprocd dupd cum ne-a poruncit insusi
Domnul Hristos (Ioan 13,34).

Protopdrintii Adam si Eva au ales in mod liber sa respinga invitatia lui Dumnezeu de a fi
impreuna lucratori. In loc sa marturiseasca dragostea lui Dumnezeu, ei au devenit marturisitori
ai mortii, prin faptul ca au ales iubirea de sine. Aceastad actiune egoista din partea lor, adicd re-
spingerea griji pdrintesti si a iubirii lui Dumnezeu, a dus la moartea fizicd. Omul a pierdut, sau
mai bine spus, a dat deoparte chemarea lui Dumnezeu de a fi una cu El, de a coopera, de a lucra
cu Dumnezeu si de a trai astfel In vesnicie. Sfintul Iustin Martirul (cc. 100-165) ne aminteste
acest lucru: “[Oamenii] au fost fdcuti ca Dumnezeu, fdrd suferintd §i moarte, cu conditia sd
pdzeascd poruncile Lui.”

Realitatea acestei mari pierderi a provocat o dorinta adanca de reintoarcere si restaurarea acelei
legaturi rupte de iubire filiald. Dumnezeu nu si-a abandonat pe fiii Sai, ci ne-a facut o fagadu-
intd, aga cum ne spune Sfantul Apostol Pavel: “Cd de vreme ce printr-un om a venit moartea,
tot printr-un om §i invierea mortilor, cdci, precum in Adam toti mor, aga si in Hristos toti vor
invia” (1 Corinteni 15, 21). Cu alte cuvinte, dragostea lui Dumnezeu este manifestatd in si prin
Domnul nostru Tisus Hristos, care a biruit moartea si a reunit omenirea cu Tatdl. Fericitul Augu-
stin de Hippo (354-430) ne spune: “pentru ca El insusi, Cel care indrepteazd, si indumnezeieste,
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indreptdnd face fii ai lui Dumnezeu” (Predici 192.1.1).

Tisus Hristos, Tubirea Intrupati, este cel referit de Sfantul Apostol Pavel citre Sfantul Timotei
ca Mantuitor al intregii omeniri. El, Fiul vesnic al lui Dumnezeu, in plinitatea timpului, a venit
in aceastd lume sd trdiasca printre noi, marturisind dragostea Tatédlui. El Insusi, este implinirea
unitatii in dragoste a Creatorului si a creatiei Sale. Dumnezeu, din dragostea pentru creatia Sa, a
luat trup din Sfdnta Fecioard Maria §i a devenit Om dupa cum auzim in Crez, indeplinind astfel
restaurarea acelei legdturi de cooperare dintre Dumnezeu §i om care a fost pierdutd de mult in
Rai. Domnul lisus Hristos este “... Lumind din Lumind, Dumnezeu Adevdrat din Dumnezeu Ade-
varat ...” (Crez) si El ne readuce a fi “... mostenitori ai lui Dumnezeu §i impreund-mostenitori cu
Hristos, dacd pdtimim impreund cu El, ca impreund cu El sd ne §i preamdrim” (Romani 8,17).

Adevarata dragoste cere jertfa de sine pentru celdlalt. Marturisim acest lucru in Crez, atunci
cand afirmdm ca Hristos, pentru a mantuirea noastra s-a intrupat §i s-a fdcut om §i s-a rdstignit,
si a murit §i a fost ingropat. Prin afirmatia: “... pentru mdntuirea noastrd”, noi intelegem reintoa-
rcerea la Dumnezeu prin Domnul Hristos. Daca singurul scop al venirii lui Hristos in lume ar fi
fost moartea si ingroparea Lui, atunci aceasta scrisoare pastorald nu ar mai fi avut sens. Aceastd
scrisoare este, totusi, pentru sarbdtoarea i spre marturisirea Vietii, $i nu a mortii.

Dragostea lui Dumnezeu nu este doar jertfitoare, ci este rdscumparatoare si restauratoare. Cre-
zul continua: ,,... iar a treia zi, a inviat...”; $i, prin urmare, putem sd cantam: ,,Hristos a inviat
din morti, cu moartea pe moarte cdlcdnd si celor din morminte, viatd ddruindu-le!” (Troparul
Inv1er11) Invierea Mantuitorului Hristos este dovada lui Dumnezeu Insu51 de dragostea Sa vesnicd
care o are pentru noi; El ne daruieste viata fard de sfarsit, existenta permanentd, fiinta vesnica.
Viata noastrd, care fusese tinutd in robie de cdtre moarte din cauza pdcatului stramogesc a pro-
toparintilor Adam si Eva, este acum eliberata pentru totdeauna. Cine poate darui viata? Numai
El, Cel Care este Izvorul vietii. Cine poate da din nou viata celor adormiti? Numai EI, Cel Care
este Izvorul vietii pentru toti, care, prin moartea Sa pe cruce, a distrus puterea mortii. El este,
[isus Hristos, Dumnezeu adevarat si Om adevdrat, care da viatd si celor care sunt in mormént.

Hristos, asa cum a facut atunci in Rai §i acum in veacurile noastre ne porunceste sd mergem
si fim mirturisitori ai Sdi. Sa mirturisim Invierea Lui din morti, Inaltarea Lui si cea de a doua
Venire a Lui. Suntem martori ai darului Sdu, ale vietii vesnice, prin unirea cu El si participarea
noastra in El, ceea ce inseamna teosis.

Deci precum ucenicii Sdi si cei de-a lungul secolelor, sd mérturisim $i noi dragostea rdscum-
pdrdtoare a lui Dumnezeu fatd de omenire. Sd fim plini de flacdra dragostei pentru Tatal, Fiul si
Duhul Sfant, Unul Adevaratul Dumnezeu, necreat, vesnic §i iubitor agsa cum ne-a chemat Domnul
Hristos sa facem!

Dragi mei, ca ucenici ai Sdi, sd alegem sd ne inchinam lui Hristos, sd marturisim Invierea
Lui din morti, mdrturisind ca a stricat moartea prin Inviere, propovaduindu-L inaintea tuturor
neamurilor, amintindu-ne indemnul ultimelor cuvinte: ,,...ca iatd, Eu sunt cu voi in toate zilele,
pand la sfarsitul veacului” (Matei 28,20).

Hristos a Inviat!

Primiti a noastrd dragoste pdrinteascd $i binecuvantare arhiereasca pentru
toti cei dragi de aici aproape si de departe!

m/W

+ NATHANIEL
Din Mila lui Dumnezeu Arhiepiscop de Detroit si al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America
a Bisericii Ortodoxe in America

/
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Invdtam de la Sfintii Pdrinti...
B4 B4 B4

SF. IGNATIE BRIANCIANINOV:
TEME-TE DE OBICEIURILE RELE MA1
MuLt DECAT DE DEMONI

Obiceiurile au o putere asemenea cu cea a insusirilor
firesti: cel ce urmeaza Domnului Iisus Hristos este
dator sd dobandeasca obiceiuri bune si sd se fereascd
de obiceiurile rele. Tinere! Fii intelept si prevadzator:
din anii tineretii tale sd dobandesti deosebitd luare
aminte spre dobandirea obiceiurilor bune; cand vei fi
in puterea vérstei, ca si la bdtranete, te vei bucura de
bogdtia dobanditd fard osteneald In anii tineretii. Nu
socoti drept un lucru de micd insemndtate Tmplinirea
unei pofte ce pare de cea mai micd insemnatate: fiecare
implinire a poftei lasd negresit o anumitd intiparire in
suflet ce poate fi uneori foarte puternica, si sluji ca
inceput al unui obicei vatamator. Oare stia cartoforul,
atunci cand s-a atins pentru prima oard de cdrti, ca
jocul va fi patima lui? Oare stia cel supus patimii
betiei, atunci cind a bdut prima votcd, cd incepe sd
se sinucidd? Cd asa numesc eu acest obicei nefericit,
ce pierde atét sufletul, cat si trupul. O singurd privire
neprevazdatoare nu arareori s-a intamplat sd raneasca
inima; cateva asemenea priviri au adancit atat de
mult rana, incit de-abia s-a lecuit prin multi ani de
rugdciuni, nevointe si pléans.

Educatori si dascali! Insuflati tineretului obiceiuri
bune; feriti-1, ca de o mare nenorocire, de obiceiurile
rele. Obiceiurile pacdtoase sunt ca niste lanturi pe om:
il lipsesc de libertatea duhovniceascd, 1l tin cu silnicie
in mlagtina puturoasd a patimilor. Pentru pierzania
omului e indeajuns un singur obicei pacadtos: el va da
mereu cale liberd in suflet tuturor pdcatelor si tuturor
patimilor. Deprinde-te sd fii modest: nu-ti ingddui nicio
indrdzneald fatd de aproapele, nu-ti ingddui nici macar
sa te atingi de el fdrd sd fie mare nevoie, si obiceiul
modestiei va face lesnicioasd pentru tine marea vir-
tute a Infrindrii. Apropiatii tdi, simfind modestia care
trdieste in tine, vor fi lipsiti Tnaintea ta de indrazneli
nepotrivite, ca si cum s-ar cucernici inaintea bunei
miresme de lucru sfant.

Nimic nu clatind intreaga intelepciune atit de tare
ca obiceiul purtdrii indrdznete, slobode, care leapada
legile modestiei. Deprinde-te sd fii cumpdtat la mancare:
prin infranare 1i vei da trupului sdndtate si putere, iar
mintii, o trezvie deosebitd, care este atit de trebuin-
cioasd in lucrarea méntuirii, fiind de mare folos si 1n
indeletnicirile pamantestl Imbuibarea nu este altceva
decat un obicei rau, necugetat, sdturarea nesaturata a
poftei firesti vatdmate de reaua intrebuintare.

Deprinde-te cu cea mai simpld hrand. Aceasta este,
pentru cel ce s-a Invitat cu ea, mai gustoasa decét
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bucatele alese, nu mai vorbesc de faptul cd e mai
sandtoasd. Ce libertate si putere duhovniceascd aduce
omului deprinderea mancdrii simple, deprindere ce
pare atdt de maruntd, atat de materiald! Omul care a
capatat-o cheltuieste pentru masd foarte putini bani,
foarte putin timp si foarte putine griji de pregdtire a
ei. Daca cel ce s-a deprins cu méncarea simpla este
sdrac, nu va fi apdsat de sardcia sa. Grea este trecerea
de la mesele bogate si rafinate la mancarurile sim-
ple! Pe multi i-au silit Tmprejurdrile sa facd aceastd
schimbare, si multi, ficind-o, si-au pierdut sdndtatea,
ba chiar s-au cldtinat duhovniceste. De acest necaz
s-ar fi putut pdzi dacd s-ar fi deprins cu Intelepciune
si la bund vreme cu obiceiul de a manca simplu. [...]

Iubirea de argint, iutimea, ingdmfarea, obraznicia
sunt boli rele ale sufletului, care se nasc din satisfacerea
inclindrilor patimase ale firii cdzute. Ele se Intdresc,
ajung la deplina putere si-1 inrobesc pe om tocmai prin
mijlocirea deprinderii. Aceastd lege urmeaza si pofta
trupeascd, in ciuda faptului cd ea std in firea omului
cazut. Fericit este acel tandr care de prima oarad cand
se vor ardta in el lucrdrile poftei va pricepe cd nu
trebuie sd te lasi in voia ei, ci trebuie sd o infranezi
prin legea lui Dumnezeu si prin intelepciune. Fiind
infranata chiar de la primele ei pretentii, pofta se supune
lesne mintii si pretentiile ei deja cad: ea lucreaza ca
cineva 11p51t de libertate, ferecat in lanturi. Imphmr—
ea poftei 1i mareste acesteia pretengule. Pofta careia,
ratiunea, satisficand — o vreme indelungatd si in chip
statornic, fi dd stipanire asupra omului, domneste ca
un tiran atat asupra trupului, cét si asupra sufletului,
ducéndu-le la pierzare pe amandou.

Indeobste toate patimile se dezvoltd in om in urma
cedarii in fa‘ga lor; aceasta cedare avand loc din ce in ce
mai des, inclinarea pacidtoasa se preface in deprindere,
iar deprinderea face patima stdpanitor silnic asupra
omului. ,,Teme-te de obiceiurile rele mai mult decat
de demoni”, a grdit Sfantul Isaac Sirul. Atunci cand
lucreaza in tine dorinta pacdtoasa ori imboldul pacitos,
trebuie sa o refuzi. Data urmatoare va lucra mai slab,
si In cele din urmad se va stinge cu totul; dar dacd o
implinesti, de fiecare datd va lucra cu putere sporitd,
intrucdt capdtd tot mai multd stapanire asupra voii, $i
in cele din urmad naste deprinderea. Pdcatele pe care
ne-am obisnuit sd le sdvarsim ne par usoare, oricat
de grele ar fi. Pacatul care este nou pentru suflet il
inspdimantd, si sufletul nu se va invoi degrabd si-I

Cont. la pag 23
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100 DE ANt DE LA UNIREA BASARABIEI
Cu RomMANIA

Istoria fiecdrui popor consemneazd momentele
principale ale aparitiei, dezvoltarii si realizdrii sale.
Dacd ar fi sd cautdm un an providential pentru noi,
romanii, apoi fard Indoiald acesta este 1918, realiza-
rea Roméaniei Mari, sub inteleapta domnie a Regelui
Ferdinand. inceputul I-a facut Basarabia, stravechiul
pamant romanesc dintre Prut, Nistru, Dundre si Mare,
care s-a unit cu Romania la 27 Martie 1918, deci
acum 100 de ani.

Basarabia a facut parte de la Tnceput din statul
moldovean creat in 1359, avand granita rdsdriteana
pe Nistru. O stiau rusii si o recunosteau prin trata-
tele tarilor cu Domnii moldoveni Gheorghe Stefan
(1653-1668) sau cu Dimitrie Cantemir (1710-1711),
dar nu le vor respecta - cum vom vedea mai tarziu; o
stiau turcii, care o numeau Bogdania, céci aici oprise
Marele Stefan pe otomani in Tnaintarea lor spre inima
Europei, cronicarii lor recunoscand cd abia in 1486
au cucerit de la Stefan cel Mare cetdtile-cheie Chilia
si Cetatea Alba si, mai tarziu, in 1539, si Tighina; o
stiau europenii, cdci fard romani la portile Europei
alta ar fi fost soarta vechiului continent.

Asadar, drepturile romanilor asupra Basarabiei, Bu-
covinei de nord, a Tinutului Hertei sunt stravechi, iar
temeiurile reintregirii din 1918 sunt bazate pe dreptul
istoric, etnic si pe consensul populatiei locale. Si totusi,
in ciuda tuturor evidentelor, rusii au incdlcat 1n patru
randuri dreptul international si tratatele semnate de ei.

O prima rapire a Basarabiei are loc in 1812, la
terminarea razboiului ruso-turc din 1806, prin pacea de
la Bucuresti din 1812. Turcia, invinsa, a cedat Rusiei
lui Alexandru I un teritoriu care nu i-a apartinut nici-
odatd - Basarabia. Rusinat, acesta din urma a declarat
Apusului ca a anexat ,,nu o parte a Moldovei, ci un
teritoriu numit Basarabia” (G. Popa-Lisseanu). Noul
tar, Nicolae I, ridicd, in 1828, dreptul de autonomie
al provinciei si incepe rusificarea; limba romana este
scoasa din administratie, principalele institutii lovite
fiind scoala si biserica.

Urmare a razboiului Crimeii din 1853, rusii sunt
invinsi de coalitia Anglia, Franta, Turcia, Sardinia si
Austria si prin tratatul de la Paris din 1856, sunt nevoiti
sd retrocedeze Moldovei cele trei judete de la gurile
Dunarii - Ismail, Bolgrad si Cahul, ca si Delta Dunarii.

A doua riapire a Basarabiei are loc in 1878, in
urma rdzboiului ruso-turc din 1877, castigat de Rusia
numai datoritd eroismului armatei romane condusa
de Principele Carol, care s-a acoperit de glorie sub
zidurile Plevnei, ca si la Rahova sau Smardan. Pacea
de la San Stefano, ratificata de Congresul de la Berlin
din 1878, consfintea independenta de stat a Romaniei
proclamatd la Bucuresti la 10 Mai 1877 - dar, para-
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doxal, pierdeam din nou sudul Basarabiei, cele trei
judete flind reincorporate Rusiei.

Rezistenta romanilor basarabeni 1n fata cotropito-
rilor, dorinta lor de libertate, precum si speranta 1n
unirea cu Romania l-au determinat pe fostul ministru
de rdzboi rus, generalul Kuropatkin, sd scrie in 1910
. ,Poporul romdn din Basarabia, anexat acum o sutd
de ani (1812 - n.n.), trdieste incd §i astdzi separat,
ca si cand ar fi in afara populatiei ruse. In viitor,
fie pe cale pasnicd, fie in urma unui rdzboi, unitatea
poporului romdn este inevitabild” .

Dupa prabugirea tarismului in 1917, puterea ruseascd
a inceput sd se clatine si Tn Basarabia, aparand - ca in
toate provinciile nerusesti anexate cu forta - tendinte
autonomiste, apoi separatiste.

La 3 Martie 1917 ia fiinta la Chisindu Partidul Na-
tional Moldovenesc, condus de Vasile Stroescu, care
prevedea crearea unei diete provinciale numita Sfatul
Tarii, format din 86 moldoveni si 36 reprezentanti ai
altor nationalitdti. Prima reuniune a avut loc la 21
Noiembrie 1917, fiind ales ca presedinte Ion Inculet,
ca vicepresedinte Pan Halipa, iar ca secretar lon Buz-
dugan. La 2 Decembrie 1917, Sfatul Térii proclama
oficial ,,Republica Democratda Moldoveneasca”.

Rusii cerurd germanilor armistitiu - Romanii parasiti
si tradati de rusi, care se bolsevizasera - cerurd si ei
armistitiu, semnat la 9 Decembrie 1917, dupd care
rusii, retragandu-se, au dus si mai multe lupte cu
romanii in retragerea lor, rusii au Tnceput sa ucidd pe
fruntasii roméanilor basarabeni; si sd impund organi-
zatii comuniste.

Sfatul Tarii, care nu dispunea de o armatd proprie,
cere guvernului romén de la lagi, la 22 Decembrie
1918, sd trimitd trupe in Basarabia pentru a restabili
ordinea. La 10 Ianuarie 1918, trupele romane, conduse
de generalul Brosteanu, trec Prutul gi, cu nenumarate
jertfe, restabilesc ordinea, eliberand la 9-16 Ianuarie
1918 Chisindul si, in cateva zile, Intreaga provincie.

La 24 Tanuarle 1918, Statul Tarii proclamd indepen-
denta Republicii Democratice Moldovenesti, rupand
legaturile cu Rusia.- Dar Ucraina ridica pretentii ter-
itoriale, basarabenii intensificind eforturile de unire
cu Romaénia prin motiuni de unire votate de diferite
judete (Soroca, Balti).

Guvernul roman, condus de A. Marghiloman, si
reprezentantii Sfatului Térii au dus tratative de unire
care s-au concretizat Tn reuniunea Sfatului Tarii din
15 Martie 1918, cand Blocul Moldovenesc a hotarat
unirea, in ciuda nehotararii fractiunii ,tardnesti”.
Prof. C. Stere, trimis de guvernul roméan la Chisindu,
a asigurat cd eventuala unire nu va aduce prejudicii

Cont. la pag 22

SOLIA JAN-MAR 2018



iNVATATURA DESPRE PATIMILE LUI
HRiISTOS IN CEA DE-A XIII-A CATEHEZA
BAPTISMALA A SFANTULUI CHIRIL
AL IERUSALIMULUI - PARTEA 1

1. Viata Sfantului Chiril al Ierusalimului — cateva
referinte

Nu detinem prea multe informatii cu privire la
inceputul vietii lui Chiril. Ca reper principal al vietii
Sfantului Chiril (315-386), amintim faptul cd a fost
episcop al Ierusalimului, incepand cu anul 348. S-a
niascut' la putin timp dupd victoria lui Constantin
asupra lui Maxentiu, In 312. Probabil cd, in timpul
primului Sinod Ecumenic, Chiril incd frecventa scoala.

Parintii Sfantului Chiril erau crestini si au incercat
sd-i dea o bund educatie. Chiril a fost hirotonit diacon
de cétre episcopul Macarie al lerusalimului® ¢i preot
de citre episcopul Maxim I1.3 In 348, Chiril a fost hi-
rotonit Tn treapta de episcop, de cétre Acaciu, episcop
arian i mitropolit al Cezareei Palestinei. Hirotonia sa
pune totusi cateva probleme. Istoricul Sozomen ne in-
formeaza cd Episcopii Acaciu si Patrofil, cel din urma
fiind semiarian, I-au Tnldturat pe episcopul Maxim II,
aflat la momentul respectiv pe scaunul Ierusalimului,
si 1-au Inlocuit cu Chiril.

Cu toate cd invatdtura lui Chiril s-a pastrat ortodoxa,
un episcop arian si unul semiarian I-au hirotonit intru
episcop. Sf. Chiril nu s-a bucurat de o buna reputatie
intre membrii influenti ai Bisericii, insd, un sinod a
intervenit, Tn acest sens, si a clarificat aceastd situatie.

Astfel, dintr-o scrisoare a lui Teodoret, cu privire la
dezbaterile sinodului, care a avut loc la Constantinopol,
in anul 383, aflim cd: ,,noi recunoastem ca episcop
al Bisericii-Mama a tuturor bisericilor — Biserica din
Ierusalim — pe onorabilul si foarte piosul Chiril, cel
iubit de Dumnezeu, care a fost ales, conform regulilor
canonice, de cdtre cei din provincie, cel care a luptat,
in diverse circumstante, impotriva arienilor”.*

Dupa investitura lui Chiril in scaunul de Ierusalim,

1 TixeronT este, oarecum, precis - 313 sau 315 -, pe
cand QUASTEN, mai precaut, spune ca in jurul anului
315.

2 Dictionnaire de Théologie Catholique, Tome troi-
siéme, Letouzey et Ané, Paris, 1911, p. 2527.

3 Dictionnaire de Spiritualité, Ascétique et Mystique,
Doctrine et Histoire, Tome 1I, deuxiéme partie,
Beauchesne, Paris, 1953, p. 2683 ; vezi si Edward
YarnoLD, S.J., Cyril of Jerusalem, Routledge, Lon-
don, 2000, p. 3.

4 FericituL TEoDORET AL CIRULUL, Istoria bisericea-
sca, V. 9, 17, trad. de Pr. Prof. V. SiBiEscu, in colectia
PSB, vol. 44, Ed. IBMBOR, 1995.
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intre acesta si Acaciu a izbucnit un conflict destul de
violent. Drept urmare, arienii au inceput sd-1 deni-
greze pe episcopul de lerusalim, vazand in el drept
marturisitorul si apdratorul credintei si simbolului de
la Niceea.

Pe de altd parte, Chiril pretindea primatul Bisericii
pe care o conducea, cdci episcopul de Ierusalim, spunea
el, este urmasul erei apostolice. Disputa intre cele doud
tabere a contribuit, in cele din urma, la exilarea, 1n
trei randuri, a lui Chiril.

Primul exil a fost rezultatul unui sinod, tinut in
anul 357, la Ierusalim, cand Chiril a plecat in Tars.
A fost reinvestit in functie un an mai tarziu, de un
Sinod tinut in Seleucia.

Doi ani mai tarziu, in 360, Acaciu il exila din nou.
Chiril a fost reprimit in anul 362, cand Iulian a fost
numit Tmpdrat. A treia oard, Sf. Chiril a fost exilat de
cdtre impdratul Valens, pentru o lungd perioada de
timp, revenind in anul 378, dupd moartea imparatu-
lui.’ Tn anul 379, cand impdrat a devenit Teodosie cel
Mare, si-a primit scaunul episcopal, pdstorindu-i pe
credinciosi Incd opt ani, pana la sfargitul vietii, in 387.

Aceste exiluri ale lui Chiril, cat si anumite informatii
si zvonuri incorecte, pe alocuri, au contribuit la consti-
tuirea unui sinod la Antiohia, sinod care sa ancheteze
»cazul” episcopului de Ierusalim. Din raportul care a
rezultat Tn urma acestei anchete, ne putem da seama
cd, in ciuda faptului cd activitatea Bisericii de leru-
salim a fost coruptd, imorald si divizatd in mai multe
centre de interes, credinta sa a rimas foarte sanitoasa.

Termenul de ,,consubstantlahtate a fost admis,
in mod concret, de citre Chiril, citre sfarsitul vietii.

5 Dictionnaire de Théologie Catholique, tom 111, p.
2531; vezi si Cyrille de Jérusalem, Catéchéses Mys-
tagogiques, introduction, textes critique et notes
de Auguste PiepAGNEL. Traduction de Pierre Paris,
P.S.S. revue et adaptée, in: ,,Sources Chrétiennes”,
126, Les Editions du cerf, Paris, 1966; Remus Rus,
Dictionar enciclopedic de literatura crestina din
primul mileniu, Editura Lidia, Bucuresti, 2003, p.
136.

6 Claudio MorescHINI si Enrico NORELLI, Istoria Li-
teraturii crestine vechi grecesti si latine 1, De la
Conciliul de la Niceea pana la inceputurile Evului
Mediu, Tomul 1, traducere de Elena CaraBol, Doina
CEernICA, Emanuela SToLERIU si Dana ZAMOSTEANU,
Editura Polirom, 2004, p. 63.
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Cu toate acestea, Invdtdtura sa a fost una niceeand,
ortodoxd,” una conforma cu doctrina vremii. El mar-
turisea dumnezeirea Fiului, invétdturd cdreia ii dedicd
o intreagd Catehezd, pe cea de-a XI-a. Asadar, Chiril
marturiseste dumnezeirea si vesnicia Fiului, evitdnd
principiul arian, conform cdruia, ,,ar fi existat un timp
in care Fiul nu a fost”?

De fapt, in scrierile sale nu se gdseste nicdieri vreo
formula care sd ne ducd cu gandul la arianism.

Avand 1n vedere insemnatatea scaunului de Ierusalim,
probabil cd Sf. Chiril a participat la cel de-al II-lea
Sinod Ecumenic de la Constantinopol, din anul 381.

2. Catehezele Sfantului Chiril al Ierusalimului

Chiril este unul din cei mai importanti cateheti ai
Bisericii. De la el ne-au rdmas o serie de cuvantari
rostite celor care urmau sa fie botezati, un ciclu com-
plet de cuvantiri adresate catehumenilor.

Cu privire la numarul acestor ,,Cateheze”, parerile
cercetatorilor sunt impartite. Din cele 24 de Cateheze,
doar primele 18 ar apartine lui Chiril — spun cerceta-
rile mai noi -, urmatoarele 5 — asa-numitele Cateheze
mistagogice — apartinand, de fapt, succesorului sdu la
scaunul episcopal al Ierusalimului, Ioan (387-417).°

Primele 18 Cateheze au fost alcituite pentru perioada
Marelui Post, cu scopul de a-i pregéti pe catehumeni,
in vederea primirii Tainei Botezului, in ziua de Pasti.
Rostirea lor se facea sdptdmanal, alternand cu o talcuire
biblicd. Avem, astfel, o sdptamana de cateheze, o sdp-
tamanad de talcuiri scripturistice. SAmbata si duminica
nu se rosteau nici catehezele si nici talcuirile biblice,
deoarece, 1n aceste zile, se participa la cultul divin
public.!® Aceste cateheze baptismale au fost rostite
in cadrul Liturghiei catehumenilor, in Biserica de pe
Golgota, si durau aproximativ 3 ore, fiind tinute in
intervalul orar 6-9."

Se presupune cd aceste Cateheze ale Sf. Chiril au
fost stenografiate'” in momentul rostirii lor si, in acest
fel, transmise urmasilor.

7 Dictionnaire de Spiritualité..., p. 2684.

8 Claudio MorescHiNi si Enrico NoORELLL, op. cit. p. 64.

9 Ibidem. p. 65. A se vedea si CIRILLO E GIOVANNI DI
GERUSALEMME, Catechesi prebattesimali e mistago-
giche, trad. G. MEASTRI §1 V. SAXER, Paoline, Milano,
1994.

10 A. HEeiSEMBERG, Grabeskirche und Apostelkirche.
Die Abfassungszeit der Katechesen, p. 55, apud, M.
Buracu, op. cit., p. 186.

11 Vezi Dictionnaire d’Archéologie chrétienne et de li-
turgie, publié par Fernand CaBroL et Henri LECLERQ,
Paris, 1925, vol. II, Deuxiéme partie, col. 2562; L.
DucHEsNE, Origine du culte chrétien. Etude sur la
liturgie latine avant Charlemagne, Paris, 1925, p.
520; J. TixeroNT, Précis de Patrologie, Paris’, 1918,
p. 252.

12 Dictionnaire de Théologie Catholique, tom 111, p.
2534,
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Catehezele sunt precedate da o alta — Procateheza
—, care are menirea de a-i pregdti pe catehumeni pen-
tru primirea celor mai mari $i consistente adevaruri
de credinta.

Aceste scrieri Sfantului Chiril al Ierusalimului re-
prezintd ,,cea mai veche explicare metodica pe care o
avem, cu privire la Simbolului credintei”."

In afara Catehezelor, mai putem aminti incd doua
scrieri, care apartin Sf. Chiril. in primul rand, Omilie
la sldbdnogul de la scdlddtoarea Vitezda. S-ar parea
ca aceasta scriere este anterioara Catehezelor, deoa-
rece a fost rostitd in prezenta Episcopului Maxim al
Ierusalimului, cind Chiril era incé preot.!*

O altd lucrare — Epistola cdtre Constantie despre
semnul luminos al Crucii — pastratd de citre istoricul
Sozomen, 1n a sa Istorie bisericeascd,IV. 5, este — de
fapt — o scrisoare ciitre impiratul Constantius, in care
Chiril 1l informeazd cu privire la ardtarea minunata
pe cer, a unei cruci luminoase. Pe langa acestea, mai
existd o serie de fragmente din alte omilii, in care Sf.
Chiril vorbeste despre diferite pasaje din Evanghelia
dupd Sf. Ioan."”

In Biserica noastrd Catehezele au pdtruns incad din
secolele IV-V, in timpul Sfantului Niceta de Reme-
siana, prin intermediul activitdtii acestui misionar.'®

In ceea ce priveste traducerea lor in limba roména,
aceasta s-a intamplat, pentru prima datd, in anul 1788,
sub pana, ilustrului cdlugdr Samuil Micu. A doua
traducere a facut-o Isaac Dascalul, de la Manastirea
Neamt, Tnainte de anul 1799. Aceste doud traduceri
nu au fost tipdrite.

Prima traducere tiparitd a Catehezelor Sf. Chiril a
fost realizatd de cdtre preotul bucovinean M. Bende-
vschi, intre anii 1883-1892.

Mai térziu, au fost traduse, ca teze de licentd -
Procateheza si primele 9 Cateheze, de citre Diac.
Alexandru Popescu (Bucuresti, 1907); Catehezele 10-
14, de citre Bobicescu Gheorghe (Bucuresti, 1908);
ultimele 5 Cateheze, de cétre Pr. loan Popescu-Albota
(Bucuresti, 1908)."

In 1943, Pr. Dumitru Fecioru realizeazi o traducere
completd a Catehezelor, publicatd in colectia ,,Izvoa-
rele Ortodoxiei”, nr. 6-7, la Bucuresti si reeditatd in
2003, tot la Bucuresti, la Editura Institutului Biblic si
de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romaéne.'®

13 J. TixeroNT, Précis de Patrologie, septieme édition,
Paris, 1918, p. 252.

14 Claudio MorescHinI si Enrico NORELLL, op. cit. p. 65.

15 Ibidem.

16 Pr. 1.G. ComaN, ,,Aria misionara a Sf. Niceta de Re-
mesiana”, Tn BOR, nr. 5-8, 1958, p. 337-356.

17 lerom. Veniamin MicLE, ,,Principii catehetice in Ca-
tehezele Sfantului Chiril al Ierusalimului”, in: Mi-
tropolia Ardealului, anul XVII (1972), nr. 3-4, p.
237.

18 Aceastd traducere s-a efectuat dupa editia A.A.
ToutTtE, din P.G., vol. XXXIII, colationata cu edi-
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Din lectura Catehezelor, ne dam seama ca Sf. Chiril
este un bun psiholog si pedagog, mai ales cd, in ex-
punerea invatdturilor de credintd, el aduce argumente
pe masura intelegerii fiecdrui ascultdtor, avand in
vedere varsta, ocupatia, genul, gradul de perceptie al
catehetului, dar si sfera de unde el provine: pagani,
samarineni si crestini."

Teologia Sfantului Chiril este una ortodoxa si
apofaticd®, expusd intr-un limbaj simplu, popular,
clar si captivant.

In linii mari, putem spune ca Sf. Chiril a propovaduit
un singur Dumnezeu in trei Persoane, fard inceput, si
atotputernic. Este tot timpul unul si acelasi, asadar,
neschimbdtor, omniprezent si nu poate fi incdput de
mintea si gindirea noastra.

Tatdl este din veci, nendscut, creatorul. Chiril spune
clar cd nu a existat un timp, 1n care Tatdl sd nu fi fost
Tatd; sau un timp, in care tatdl sd fi devenit Tata:

N-a cdpatat in timp insusirea de Tata, ci tot-
deauna este Tatal Unuia-Nascut. [...] Dumnezeu
are vrednicia de Tatd mai fnainte de orice fiintd,
inainte de orice simtire, inainte de timp si inainte
de toti vecii, laudandu-se cu aceasta mai mult
decat cu celelalte vrednicii. (Cateheza VII.5)

Chiar daca nu foloseste cuvéntul ,,consubstantial-
itate”, in ceea ce priveste Persoanele Sfintei Treimi,
Chiril afirmad Tn mod vadit acest lucru: ,, [...] Intre
Fiu si Tatd nu se interpune nimic” (Cateheza VIL.5).

Fiul este Unul, Dumnezeu din Dumnezeu, Viata
din Viatd, Lumind din Lumind, Intru totul identic cu
Cel ce L a ndscut. Intre Ei existd o ,,omogemtate ab-
soluta” 2! Hristos ,,este Fiul lui Dumnezeu prin fire,
nu prin infiere, ndscut din Tatdl” (Cateheza X1.7).

De asemenea, pentru a sublinia egalitatea Fiului cu
Tatdl, Chiril afirmd cd nimeni nu trebuie sd gandeasca

in chip necuvios, cd Cel Unul-Niscut este in
al doilea loc, dupd cer si pamant, de aceea am
numit Tatd pe Dumnezeu Tnainte de a numi cerul
si pamantul, pentru ca atunci cind gindim pe

tia lui Dionisie CLEoPAS si Fotie ALEXANDRIDIS, din
Ierusalim, care au utilizat un manuscris necunoscut,
din Cipru, al operei Sfantului Chiril (vezi Sk. CHi-
RIL AL IERUSALIMULUL, Cateheze, traducere din limba
greacd si note de Preotul profesor Dumitru FEcioru,
Ed. IBMBOR, Bucuresti 2003, nota 1, p. 5. Toate
trimiterile cu privire la Catehezele Sfantului Chiril
se vor face la aceasta editie).

19 Pr. Gheorghe OnorrEl, ,,Eshatologia in catehezele
Sfantului Chiril al Ierusalimului”, in: Mitropolia
Moldovei si Sucevei, anul LXVI (1990), nr. 5-6, p.
14.

20 ,,The Works of Saint Cyril of Jerusalem”, translated
by Leo P. McCautky, S.J. and Anthony A. STEPHEN-
SoN, In: The Fathers of the Church, The Catholic
University of America Press, Washington, 1969, p.
34.

21 Dictionnaire de Spiritualité...,
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p. 2684.

Tatdl, sd intelegem in acelagi timp si pe Fiul,
cdci intre Fiu si Tatd nu se interpune nimic
(Cateheza VI1I.4).

Fiul nu trebuie nici despartit de Tatdl, dar nici
confundat cu EI.

Stantul Duh este unul singur, Mangéietorul, acelasi
in Vechiul Testament, acelasi in Noul Testament. De
altfel, Sf. Chiril afirmd in nenumadrate randuri perfecta
identitate de fiintd a Persoanelor Sfintei Treimi, dar,
totodatd, si distinctia dintre ele.

Existd un singur Dumnezeu, Tatdl, Stapanul
Vechiului si Noului Testament; si un singur Domn,
Iisus Hristos, Cel profetit in Vechiul testament
si venit pe pdmant in Noul Testament; si un
Duh Sfant, Care a predicat prin prooroci despre
Hristos, iar cand a venit Hristos, S-a pogorat
(Matei II1.16) si L-a ardtat (Cateheza XV1.3).

Acesta este, 1n linii mari, Dumnezeul propovaduit de
Sf. Chiril al Ierusalimului. Asadar, invatatura Sfantului
Périnte 1l apard de orice suspiciune, de alunecare de
la dreapta credintd, In ceea ce priveste legaturile sale
cu arienii sau semiarienii.

Pe de altd parte, Tainele de incorporare, Botezul -
implicit Mirungerea si Euharistia sunt expuse destul
de clar si sistematic.

In relatarea sa despre Botez, Chiril pleaca de la textul
Apostolului Pavel (Romani V1.3-4), in care se afirma
cd Botezul nu este altceva, decat moarte si inviere intru
Domnul nostru lisus Hristos. Botezul este o ,,pecete
sfntd nestearsa”, este ,,sfarsitul Vechiului Testament
si inceputul Noului Testament” (Cateheza 111.6).

Sf. Chiril dé i o explicatie cu privire la Botezul
prin apa si prin Duh. in acest demers, el pleacd de
la constltugla dihotomica - trup si suflet - a omului:

Pentru ca natura omului este dubla, el fiind
alcdtuit din suflet gi trup, dubld este curitirea: una
netrupeascd pentru suflet, iar alta trupeasca pentru
trup. Apa curdteste trupul, iar Duhul pecetluieste
sufletul, ca sd ne apropiem de Dumnezeu, fiindu-ne
stropitd inima de Duhul si fiindu-ne spalat trupul
cu apa curatd (Evrei X.22) (Cateheza 111.4).

Sf. Chiril afirmd destul de clar prezenta reald a
lui Hristos in Euharistie. Prin Jertfa de pe Cruce si
sangele vdrsat pe ea, Hristos a refdcut legdtura dintre
cele de sus si cele de jos. Taina Euharisticd tocmai
acest lucru reitereazd — uneste pe om cu Dumnezeu,
in Persoana Mantuitorului Hristos (Cateheza X111.24).

In cele 18 cateheze, care au un continut mai
mult dogmatic, decat moral si liturgic, sunt definite
invdtdturile fundamentale ale crestinismului, dupd
cum am $i constatat, invatdturi, de altfel, cuprinse in
madrturisirea de credintd, cdci acest lucru l-a urmdrit
Chiril, in cadrul catehizarii candidatilor la botez -
familiarizarea cu doctrina crestind si marturisirea
acesteia, intr-o formd concisd si sinteticd - prin
intermediul Simbolului credintei.

Cont. la pag 23
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100 De Ani «e. cont. de ia pag. 18

Basarabiei.

S-a ajuns la istorica, zi de 27 Martie 1918, cand
Sfatul Tarii a votat unirea cu Tara. Era prezent prim-
ul-ministru roman, Marghiloman, care a citit declaratia
guvernului sau privind autonomia Basarabiei. Prof. C.
Stere a fost cooptat in Sfatul Tdrii. lon Buzdugan a dat
citire declaratiei Blocului Moldovenesc, iar T. Barca
celei a fractiunii tardnesti, raliatd si ea ideii unirii.
Delegatul polonezilor a votat favorabil, dar delegatul
ucrainienilor, germanilor, bulgarilor si gdgauzilor s-au
abtinut de la vot.

Pentru unirea cu Roménia au votat favorabil 86
delegati, 3 contra, 36 s-au abtinut, iar 13 au lipsit.

Proclamatia Sfatului Tdrii glasuia:

» Republica Democratd Moldoveneascd Basarabia,
in hotarele ei dintre Prut §i Nistru, Marea Neagrd §i
vechile granite cu Austria, ruptd de Rusia acum o
sutd §i mai bine de ani din trupul vechii Moldove, in
puterea dreptului istoric §i a dreptulul de neam, pe
baza principiului ca noroadele singure sd-si hotdras-
cd soarta lor, de azi inainte §i pentru totdeauna se
uneste cu mama sa, Romdnia” (1. Nistor, ,Istoria
Basarabiei”, Bucuresti 1991).

Proclamatia mai afirmd respectarea drepturilor rni-
noritdtilor, a votului universal egal, direct si secret, a
libertdtii personale, a tiparului, a cuvantului, a credin-
tei, a adundrilor si a tuturor libertétilor obstesti, care
vor fl garantate de noua Constitutie (din 1923 - n.n.).

A Marghiloman a declarat oficial : ,In numele popo-
rului romdn si al Regelui Romdniei, cu addncd emotie
si falnicd mandrie, iau act de hotdrdrea cvasi-unanimd
a Sfatului Tdrii §i, la randul meu, declar cd de azi
inainte Basarabia este pe veci unitd cu Romdnia” .

Regele Ferdinand telegrafia: ,,Un vis frumos s’a
infaptuit. Din suflet multumesc Bunului Dumnezeu
cd mi-a dat, in zile de restriste, ca o mangdiere, sd
vdd - dupd o sutd de ani - pe fratii nostri basarabeni
revenind la Patria Mamd”

Actul Unirii a fost promulgat de Regele Ferdinand
si publicat in Monitorul Oficial din 10 Aprilie 1918.
Deputatii Ion Inculet i Daniil Ciucureanu au intrat
in Consiliul de Ministri al Romaniei, iar C. Stere a
devenit presedintele Sfatului Tdrii de la Chisinau. Cele
doud comisii - agrard si constitutionald - au lucrat
efectiv, si in toamnd s-a votat reforma agrard, avand
ca autor pe Anton Crihan.

Unirea Basarabiei a fost recunoscutd prin Tratatul
de la Paris din 28 Octombrie 1918, semnat de Anglia,
Franta, Italia, Japonia si Romania.

Acest important moment istoric a adus restabilirea
limbii si culturii romanesti In administratie, justitie,
viata sociala, religie si scoald, Basarabia dand perso-
nalitdti ca A. Russo, B. P. Hasdeu, C. Stamati, preotul
Alexe Mateevici - -, Pan Halipa, Ion Buzdugan sau
Mitropolitul Gurie Grosu.

A treia rapire a Basarabiei de catre rusi s-a
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produs la 28 Iunie 1940, urmare a pactului secret
Ribbentrop-Molotov din 1939. Basarabia, Bucovina
si Tinutul Hertei sunt ocupate samavolnic de rusi; in
cateva zile s-a produs retragerea, urmatd de umilinte
si asasinate.

La 22 Iulie 1941, urmand ordinul generalului Anto-
nescu: ,,Soldati, Va ordon, treceti Prutul!”, armatele
romane elibereazd Basarabia si nordul Bucovinei, dar
numai pentru trei ani, cdci la 23 August 1944 rusii
ocupd Basarabia pentru a patra oara, care, sperdm
sd fie si ultima din istorie!

Timp de o jumaitate de secol rusii au Tncercat sa
distrugd spiritualitatea romaneasca a fratilor basarabeni
prin interzicerea grafiei latine, deportarea populatei
locale, inchiderea bisericilor, teroare, asasinate.

Anul 1989 a Insemnat cdderea comunismului sovietic.
La 20 Mai s-a infiintat Frontul Democratic, avand ca
organ ziarul ,,Desteptarea”.

La 23 august 1989 — 50 ani de la Pactul Ribbentrop
— Molotov din 1939 — au avut loc mari manifestari
in Basarabia, care au dus la Inceputul procesului de
eliberare nationald, prin reintroducerea limbii roméne
si a alfabetului latin. Din toamna aceluias an, basara-
benii au un nou mitropolit, Vladimir ce se va dovedi
insd un rusofil incurabil.

La 27 August 1989 s-a tinut cea dintai Mare Adunare
Nationala care a marcat procesul de eliberare nationa-
14, la 30 August 1989 limba romand a devenit limba
nationald, iar alfabetul latin a luat locul celui chrilic.

La 6 Mai 1990 s-a realizat primul ,,pod de flori”
peste Prut, peste 1,5 milioane de moldoveni trecandu-1
dintr’o parte intr-alta. La 23 Iunie 1990 s-a adoptat
declaratia privind suveranitatea Republicii Moldova,
noul apelativ pentru Basarabia. Frontul Popular si-a
tinut al doilea congres in Iunie 1990.

La 27 August 1990 s-a sfintit statuia lui Stefan cel
Mare din Chisindu de lerarhi si preoti de pe ambele
maluri ale Prutului, in frunte cu IPS Daniel, atunci
Mitropolit al Moldovei si Bucovinei.

La 16 Decembrie 1990 s-a adoptat proclamatia
celei de-a doua Mari Adundri Nationale privind in-
dependenta Basarabiei, ilegalitatea pactului din 1939
si reintegrarea bisericeascad nationald.

La 27 August 1991, Parlamentul basarabean a votat
independenta tdrii, iar la 2 Martie 1992 Republica
Moldova a fost primitd oficial la ONU, cu sprijinul
Romaniei. In sfarsit, la 21 Decembrie 1992, Biserica
Ortodoxd Romand a reactivat §i reintegrat canonic
Mitropolia Basarabiei in sanul ei.

In februarie 2002, Adunarea Nationald a Alegitorilor
din R. Moldova a dat o Proclamatie 1n care critica
politica guvernului comunist instalat la 25 februarie
2001, la Chisindu.

La 6 martie 2005, alegerile au dat castig de cauza
Partidului Comunist condus de actualul presedinte
moldovean Vladimir Voronin. Ei au obtinut 46% din
voturile electoratului (55 mandate de parlamentari)
(Pagini Romanesti, Montreal, 1-12 martie 2005).
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100 De Ani eee Cont. de la pag. 18

In noiembrie 2007, presedintele Voronin a anuntat
cd intentioneaza sa schimbe constitutia, imnul si stema
tarii (Viata Cultelor, 12 noiembrie 2007).

La Tmplinirea a 100 de ani de la unirea Basarabiei
cu Tara, sd ne reamintim cuvintele poetului basarabean
contemporan Grigore Vieru: ,,Cine are o limbd, are
o credintd; cine are o credintd, are o bisericd; cine
are o bisericd, are o tard!”

Pr. Prof. Dr. Cezar Vasiliu —
Montreal, QC, Canada

Sf. Ignatie Briancianinov ...

Cont. de la pag. 17
savargeascd. [...]

Iar dacd cineva capdta abia cind este in puterea
varstei dorinta de a sluji lui Hristos si, din nefericire,
a dobandit deja multe obiceiuri pacdtoase ori obiceiul
luxului si rdsfatului, care de obicei tin sufletul intr-o
stare de sldbdnogire, acela nu trebuie sd se lase biruit
de trindadvie si indoiald, el trebuie sd intre barbateste Tn
lupta cu obiceiurile rele. Biruinta asupra lor nu este cu
neputintd, atunci cAnd omul are ajutorul dumnezeiesc.
Hotaréirea nestrdmutatd a vointei, adumbritd si intaritd
de harul dumnezeiesc, poate birui obiceiurile rele cele
mai nvechite. La inceput, obiceiul se impotriveste cu
incrancenare celui ce vrea sd lepede jugul lui, parand
de nebiruit; cu timpul, insd, dacda omul se luptd cu
el necontenit, de fiecare datd cand el nu se supune
obiceiului, obiceiul isi pierde din putere.

Dacd de-a lungul luptei ti se va intdmpla, din prici-
na vreunei Imprejurdri neasteptate, sd fii biruit, s nu
te tulburi si sd nu cazi in dezndddjduire: trebuie sd
incepi iar lupta.

Lupta cu silire de sine Tmpotriva obiceiurilor
pacdtoase, Dumnezeu i-o socoate omului intru mu-
cenicie, si cel ce dobandeste biruinta in aceastd luptd
este Incununat cu cununa marturisitorilor, ca unul
ce s-a nevoit pentru Legea lui Hristos. Milostivul si
Atotputernicul Domn primeste pe oricine se apropie
de Dénsul, tinde dreapta Sa spre a sprijini neputinta
noastrd. Drept aceea, chiar de ai fi cu totul 1n obiceiuri
rele ca 1n niste lanturi grele, nu te dezndddjdui de
primirea slobozeniei. Purcede la razboiul cel neviz-
ut, luptd-te cu barbdtie si fard incetare, rabda-ti inf-
rangerile cu mirime de suflet. Cateodatd, Dumnezeu
ne lasd sd ne luptdm doar cu puterile noastre, ca sa
cunoastem prin cercare cat de slabi suntem singuri, si
ca urmare a acestei cercdri sd ne tinem de Dumnezeu
fard a ne departa de la Dansul, Singurul Care poate
birui pacatul in cei ce vor cu adevidrat sd vada biruit
pacatul 1n ei ingigi.

(Sf. Ignatie Briancianinov, Experiente ascetice,
Editura Sofia, Bucuresti, 2000)

SOLIA JAN-MAR 2018

Inviititura Despre Patimile ...

Cont. de la pag. 21

In Procatehezd, Sf. Chiril il pregdteste pe catehu-
men, pentru marile adevdruri enuntate In urmatoarele
18 cateheze. Pregdtirea si instruirea erau fdcute in
timpul celor 40 de zile ale Postului Mare, iar botezul
era administrat in ziua Sfintelor Pasti si in sdptdméana
urmdtoare acestei sarbatori.

Sf. Chiril 1i invatd sinceritatea s$i inima curata.
Ipocrizia si ignoranta sunt considerate a fi cele mai
mari pericole si cei mai mari dugsmani ai sufletului.
Sinceritatea, convingerea profunda si inima curata sunt
cerute in mode egal catehetului si catehumenului.*
(partea a 2-a va urma in numarul viitor...)

22 Arhim. Grigore BABus, ,,Opera catehetica a Sfantu-
lui Chiril al Ierusalimului si actualitatea ei”, in: Or-
todoxia, anul XXXVIII (1986), nr. 3, p. 141.

Pr. Prof. Dr. Cezar Pelin
Parohia Sf. Varlaam,
Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada
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DARUL
LACRIMILOR

Adam nu stia sd planga.

In paradis, nici nu ar fi avut de ce. Ducea o viata
perfectd, fard dureri, necazuri, Intristdri sau alte stari
sufletesti care il fac pe om sd uzeze de lacrimi.

Dar lucrurile s-au schimbat dupa ce Adam a cilcat
porunca lui Dumnezeu si a fost izgonit din frumoasa
gradind. Atunci, ori de cite ori privea albastrul senin
a primaverii, verdele crud al codrilor sau galbenul
copt al campurilor, simtea cd toate il mustrd pentru
pacatul lui. Toate 1i aminteau de paradisul pierdut si
il Invinuiau pentru greseala ce-o facuse.

Istovit de mustrari, Adam 1i ceru lui Dumnezeu sa 1i
ia vederea, sau mdcar sd 1i Tmpdienjeneasca ochii, ca
sa nu mai vada cerul, florile, norii, sau zdmbetele Evei.

Dar Dumnezeu, milostiv, nu i lui vederea. Ii dirui,
in schimb, darul lacrimilor. (1)

Si de atunci au inceput oamenii a plange.

De ce plangem ? La ce folosesc lacrimile ? Sunt ele
doar o supapa care lasd sd refuleze din noi preaplinul
sentimentelor ? Sau sunt mai mult decat atat ?

Copiii se nasc pe lume plangind. Se spune ca
acesta este un reflex rdmas de la Adam. Ca si cum,
prin fiecare copil ce se naste, protopdrintele retrdieste
pierderea puritdtii originare. Ca s$i cum nasterea in
lume echivaleazad cu un nou exil din paradis.

in formidabila sa epopee poetici numiti Canonul
Mare - pe care o asez fdra rezerve in randul capodo-
perelor literaturii universale - Sfantul Andrei Criteanul
spune, in primele versuri: ,,De unde voi incepe a
plange faptele vietii mele celei ticdloase? Ce incepere
voi pune, Hristoase, acestei tanguiri de acum? Ci ca
un milostiv, dda-mi iertare gresealelor.”

Plansul crestin nu este un produs al disperdrii ori
al deznddejdii. Lacrimile credinciosilor sunt roade
ale pocdintei care duce la eliberarea de picate si la
bucurie. Lacrimile dereticd sufletul, il usureaza si il
primenesc.

Nu avem porunca plansului in Decalog. Dar avem
indemnul din cea de-a doua Fericire: ,, Fericiti cei ce
pldng, cd aceia se vor mangdia.” Este, prin urmare, o
chemare a lui Hristos pentru cei care doresc un nivel
mai mare de sfintenie. Trecuti prin smerenie, care este
obiectul primei Fericiri, dobandim darul lacrimilor
si mergem apoi mai sus, la blandete (,,Fericiti cei
blanzi”) si la celelalte virtuti.

Cei care au luat lacrimile si au facut din ele o uneal-
td de méntuire accesibild tuturor au fost sfintii. "Am
incercat sd inteleg de unde vin lacrimile si m-am oprit
la sfinti. Lacrimile sunt urmele lor”, spune filosoful
Emil Cioran (2). Si in adevir: sfintii au luat aceastd
facultate a sufletului si au dus-o la desdvarsire. Au
transformat-o Intr-un dar. Nu putini sfinti se rugau
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staruitor la Dumnezeu ca sd dobandeasca ,, darul la-
crimilor”, ca pe o mare virtute care le cheama si le
protejeazd pe celelalte.

Nu e o rusine sau un semn de sldbiciune pentru
un crestin sd plangd, atunci cind simte nevoia. Darul
lacrimilor nu ne face plangaciosi ori smiorcditi. Sfintii
au plans pentru pdcatele lor chiar gi atunci cind nu
aveau pdcate. Au trimis la Dumnezeu, odatd cu ruga-
ciunile lor, lacrimi pentru pacatele Tntregii omeniri.
Rugiciunea, insotitd de lacrimi de umilintd, ajunge la
Dumnezeu pe usa din fatd. Primeste tratament prefe-
rential. Nu face anticamera.

Plinsul crestin nu este semn de disperare. Plansul
crestin este optimist. Lacrimile preschimba durerea in
acceptare si acceptarea in nadejde. Iar nddejdea adu-
ce pace in suflet. Pe un crestin, trecutul nu il apasa,
prezentul nu 1l sperie, iar viitorul nu il nelinisteste.
Pe un crestin, darul lacrimilor nu il face acru sau
arogant, ci dimpotrivd: bun, bland, deschis, receptiv,
iertdtor si placut.

Sfantul Simeon Noul Teolog spune cd precum plan-
sul nou-nascutului la iesirea din pantecele mamei sale
aratd cd este viu, tot asa si pentru omul credincios,
prezenta lacrimilor la rugdciune e un indiciu cd sufletul
lui e incd viu, iar credinta nu i s-a atrofiat.

Pentru un crestin, darul lacrimilor, fie ele de po-
cdintd sau de bucurie, nu inldturd optimismul, buna
cuviintd si nici chiar simtul umorului. Bartolomeu
Anania spunea cd simtul umorului, in sensul de a nu
lua nimic Tn tragic i de a primi totul cu senindtate,
ca de la Dumnezeu, poate fi considerat o virtute.

Cel Ce se afld deasupra scdrii timpului si nimicni-
ciilor omenesti este Hristos, Care nu uitd cd si El a
fost om pe pdmant. A trdit intr-o perioadd dificila a
istoriei, a fost inconjurat de apostoli, dar si de farisei, a
fost iubit de prieteni, dar si tradat de conationali, Tnsd
S-a rugat cu lacrimi si pentru unii $i pentru ceilalti.

Hristos ne spune: ,,Bucurati-vd!” si ne asigurd,
peste veacuri, cd , bucuria voastrd nimeni nu o va
lua de la voi”.

Diacon Nicolae Marinescu

Catedrala Buna Vestire, Montreal, QC, Canada

(1) Poezia ,,Lacrimile”, de Lucian Blaga
(2) Emil Cioran — ,,Lacrimi si sfinti”’
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