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Removing barriers for would-be seminarians...
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Cuvant la Nasterea Preasfintei..., Sfantul loan Maximovici
2021 Episcopate Congress Highlights, David Oancea
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What is ARFORA?, Lucy Pop

Ce este ARFORA?, Lucy Pop

The Bujea Family Foundation Scholarships
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In memoriam: Protopresbyter Leonid Kishkovsky

Christians Do Not Believe in Kismet..., St Nikolai Velimirovich
Vatra Generations Appeal

»A toata fiptura Ziditorule, Cel Ce timpurile si anii ai pus intru puterea Ta,
binecuvinteazi cununa anului bunatatii Tale!” (din Troparul Indictionului)

“Creator of the universe, setting times and seasons by Your sole authority,
bless the cycle of the year of Your grace!” (from the Troparion of the Indiction)
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Removing barriers for would-be seminarians:
Archbishop Nathaniel’s generosity

Scholarships are one of the ways St. Vladimir’s Seminary supports
seminarians who are preparing to serve the Church through a variety of
callings—whether ordained ministry, chaplaincy, scholarship, teaching,
sacred arts, or a variety of other vocations. Last year alone, the Seminary
awarded 3400,000 in scholarships from its endowments to aid seminarians.
Additionally, the Seminary’s Tuition-Free Initiative allows future Church
leaders to attend St. Viadimir’s free of tuition expenses. Saint Viadimir’s
strongly believes servants of the Church should not be saddled with tuition
debt from their theological education as they go forth to serve Christ.

Some years ago, Protobresbyter Thomas Hopko (+2015), dean at the time of
St. Vladimir’s Seminary, was invited to speak at a meeting of the Holy Synod
of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America.

When asked about seminarians, Fr. Thomas reported that seminarians rarely
came from the older, established Orthodox parishes in North America. Most,
he said, were converts.

“I thought, ‘my goodness, why is it from our own parishes we don’t have more
vocations?’” said His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel (Popp) of Detroit
and the Romanian Episcopate.

From that moment, His Eminence thought about what he could do to help.
“Maybe there is a financial problem among homes and families, certainly if
you think about a young married person who would come to seminary but

doesn’t want to cut off their family from the income they were making. I
thought maybe something I could offer might help them out.”
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Archbishop Nathaniel set out building up an
endowed scholarship fund to help Eastern
Orthodox men in North America pay for
theological education at either St. Vladimir’s, St.
Tikhon’s, or Holy Cross Orthodox seminaries. In
2018, with a generous gift from His Eminence,
The Joseph and Vera (née Boitor) Popp
Scholarship Endowment was launched, named in
honor of Archbishop Nathaniel’s parents. The
scholarship awards $5,000 to one seminarian
each year.
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“For a bishop of His Eminence’s stature in the
Church to have taken such a lead in helping
address the shortage of clergy shows great leadership and is an example to us
all,” said Ted Bazil, St. Vladimir’s Planned Gift Officer. “It brings to mind the
generosity of another hierarch, Archbishop Kyrill [Yonchev], who helped set
up a scholarship fund in the 1980s for seminarians preparing for priesthood.”
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The Archbishop Kyrill (Yonchev) Theological Scholarship Fund is still among
the many endowed and annual scholarship funds managed by St. Vladimir’s
Seminary, along with Archbishop Nathaniel’s newer scholarship.

The first seminarian to benefit from Archbishop Nathaniel’s generosity and
vision was Philip McClanahan, who has since graduated from St. Vladimir’s
(’21) and is preparing for service in the Church, particularly in the mission
field.

“One thing needed in Orthodox missions is more Orthodox clergy,” said
McClanahan, who added that getting a solid grounding in liturgics and
patristics were some of the motivating factors that led him to St. Vladimir’s.
“...And that has been very wonderfully fulfilled here at seminary. There’s been
so much here that’s been helpful.”

May God grant His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel—and all whose
generosity and giving has helped support men and women serving the
Church—many years!
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Eliminarea barierelor pentru potentialii seminaristi:
Generozitatea Arhiepiscopului Nathaniel

Bursele reprezinta una dintre modalitatile prin care Seminarul Sfantul Vladimir
sprijind seminaristii care se pregatesc sa slujeasca Biserica printr-o varietate de
vocatii - fie prin slujire preoteascd sau ca preotie militara, cercetare, predare,
arte sacre sau printr-o altd varietate de vocatii. Numai anul trecut, Seminarul a
acordat burse in valoare de 400.000 de dolari din fondurile sale pentru a ajuta
seminaristii. In plus, initiativa ,,fard taxa” a Seminarului permite viitorilor
preoti ai Bisericii s@ beneficieze gratuit de scolarizare. Seminarul Sfantul
Vladimir considera cu térie ca slujitorii Bisericii nu ar trebui sa fie Impovarati
cu datorii de scolarizare din timpul educatiei lor teologice in timp ce-L vor
sluji pe Hristos.

Cu cativa ani in urma, Preacucernicul Parinte Thomas Hopko (+2015), decan
la acea vreme la Seminarul Sfantul Vladimir, a fost invitat sa vorbeasca la o
intalnire a Sfantului Sinod al Episcopilor Bisericii Ortodoxe din America.

Cand a fost intrebat despre seminaristi, Parintele Thomas a raspuns ca
seminaristii proveneau rar din parohiile ortodoxe vechi, infiintate cu mult timp
in urma in America de Nord. Cei mai multi, a spus el, erau convertiti.

,-M-am gandit: «Cum este posibil ca din propriile noastre parohii si nu avem
mai multe vocatii?»”, a spus Preasfintitul Parinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel
(Popp) de Detroit si al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane.

Din acel moment, Inaltpreasfintia Sa s-a gandit la ceea ce ar putea face pentru
a ajuta.

,,Poate ca existd o problema financiara in randul casniciilor si al familiilor, cu
siguranta, daca te gandesti la o persoana tanara, casatorita, care ar veni la
seminar, dar nu doreste sa-si priveze familia de veniturile pe care le avea. M-
am gandit ca poate, ceva ce le-as putea oferi eu, i-ar putea ajuta”.
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Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a infiintat un
fond de burse pentru a ajuta persoanele
din America de Nord care doresc sa
urmeze o educatie teologica sa-si
plateasca studiile la seminariile Sfantul
Vladimir, Sfantul Tihon sau Sfanta Cruce.
In anul 2018, cu ajutorul unui dar generos
din partea Inaltpreasfintiei Sale, a fost
lansat Fondul de burse Joseph si Vera
Popp (Boitor), denumirea fiind in cinstea
parintilor Arhiepiscopului Nathaniel.
Bursa acorda 5.000 de dolari unui
seminarist in fiecare an.

,,Decizia unui episcop de statura
Inaltpreasfintiei Sale de a lua o astfel de
initiativa pentru a ajuta la rezolvarea
problemei deficitului de preoti, denota un
spirit de leadership excelent si reprezinta
un exemplu pentru noi toti”, a afirmat Ted
Bazil, persoana responsabild cu acordarea de gratuitati din cadrul Seminarului
Sfantul Vladimir. ,,imi aduce in minte generozitatea altui ierarh, Arhiepiscopul
Kyrill [Yonchev], care a ajutat la infiintarea unui fond de burse in anii 1980
pentru seminaristii care se pregateau pentru preotie”.

Fondul de burse pentru studii teologice Arhiepiscopul Kyrill (Yonchev) inca
face parte din numeroasele fonduri de burse anuale administrate de catre
Seminarul Sfantul Vladimir, alaturi de noua infiintata bursa a Arhiepiscopului
Nathaniel.

Primul seminarist care a beneficiat de generozitatea si viziunea arhiepiscopului
Nathaniel a fost Philip McClanahan, care a absolvit deja Sfantul Vladimir ("21)
si se pregateste pentru slujirea 1n cadrul Bisericii, in special in domeniul
misiunii.

,,Un lucru necesar in misiunile ortodoxe este un numar mai mare de preoti
ortodocsi”, a spus McClanahan, care a adaugat ca obtinerea unei baze solide in
liturgica si patristicd a fost unul dintre factorii motivanti care l-au determinat sa
mearga la Sfantul Vladimir. ,,...Iar acest lucru s-a implinit cu desavarsire aici,
la seminar. Au fost atit de multe lucruri aici atat de benefice”.

Dumnezeu sa-i daruiascd Inaltpreasfintiei Sale, Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel - si
tuturor celor care, cu atata generozitate si daruire, au sprijinit persoane care
slujesc Biserica - multi ani!
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[ Invataturile Sfintilor Parinti

,Sidaca ,cinstitd este moartea cuviosilor si pomenirea dreptului cu
/ lauda” (Ps 115,6) oare cu cat mai mult se cuvine sa facem, cu cele
\ mai Tnalte cuvinte de lauda, pomenirea Adormirii pururea Fecioarei

'si Maicii Domnului, Sfanta Sfintelor, din care purcede toata sfintirea |

catre sfinti? Precum si facem, cand o praznuim, astazi fiind Sfanta
Adormire si mutare la viatd a Maicii Domnului. [...] Cine poate sa
scrie un cuvant despre frumusetea ta cea plina de stralucire, Maica
lui Dumnezeu, Fecioara, caci nu este cu putinta sa afle hotar
“cunostinta ta prin cugete sau cuvinte, fiindca toate covarsesc si cuget
~si cuvant. Este doar ingaduit sd te cAntdm pe tine cea care ne primesti \
cu iubire de oameni. Caci tu esti lacas a toatesarurile si plinirea a
toatd bunatatea si toatd frumusetea, chip siicoana insufletita a tot m/
binele si a toata bunatatea, ca una care singura te-ai invrednicit a
primi intru tine harurile Duhului Sfant. Si avandu-L salasluit in
pantecele tau in chip de negrait pe Cel intru care sé afla comorile
tuturor harurilor, pentru El te-ai fdcut cort in chip de neinteles. lar
acum de aici te-ai salasluit de lasmoarte la nemurire. Si pe drept te-ai
mutat de la pdmant la cer ca sa fii impreuna cu El salasluita in
corturlle cele supraceresti. Si acolo ramanand la mostenirea ta si prin
rugacmnlle cele neadormite, pururea ceri mila de la El pentru toti.

( [...] O, Fecioard dumnezeiasca si de-acum cereasca, cum voi

‘\/i/\J

martur1s1 toate cate le‘ai? Cum te voi preaslavi cu lauda pe tine care

esti vistierie a slavei? Si numai pomenirea ta il sfinteste pe cel aflat
in nevoi, si numai cea mai mica tindere spre tine face mai
stralumtoare mintea; ridicand-o cétre inaltimea cea dumnezeiasca.
Prin tine se limpezeste ochiul mintii; prin tine se lumineaza duhul
nostru, la venirea Sfantului Duh. Caci te-ai facut vistiernica si

cuprmdere a tot harul, dar nu ca s le ai la tine, ci pentru ca pe toate
s le umpli de harul tau. Caci esti vistieria nesecata a atator comori

pe care le pastrezi doar pentru ca sa le imparti. Caci pentru ce oare ar

fereca cineva o fericire ce niciodata nu se Imputineaza?

Omilia 37 a Sfantului Grigorie Palama la preacuvioasa
Adormire a Preacuratei Stapanei noastre
de Dumnezeu Nascatoare si Pururea Fecioarei Maria.

Pentru a citi intreaga omilie, accesati:
https://tinyurl.com/omilia37
De asemenea, pentru o colectie a canoanelor Maicii Domnulul
compusa de catre Sfantul Nicodim Aghioritul, accesati:
https://tinyurl.com/theotokarion

YV Y Y
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The Wondrous Gift of the Human Face

V. Rev. Fr. David T. Wey
From a talk given in the early part of 2021 at Sts. Constantine & Helen Parish, Indianapolis.

The theme we have chosen for this year’s Vespers series is “I am the Vine,
you are the branches” — to thus contemplate the importance of being
connected, and the challenges and difficulties we have all struggled with in
the last thirteen or so months. So today, I would like to offer some reflections
about the experience we’ve had with the element of the face mask. Surely,
every one of us has had to wrestle with that element one way or another, and
if you’re at all attentive, you’ve seen a spectrum of data, research, and
opinion running through our society. It is not at all my desire or intention to
advocate either “for” or “against” the mask mandate (I have my own
opinions that I’ve formed over these months, and if I can allow some level of
wisdom to rule, I'll try to keep mostly quiet about those, and only share
guardedly in private conversations.)

Rather, this evening, I’d like to ask that we spend a moment to consider the
human face — an aspect of our humanity that I have realized I have taken
largely for granted until we were forced to begin to cover our faces. As |
reflect on this, I hope you will keep in mind the icons, especially the one of
our Lord Jesus Christ; fix your eyes on that if you will, and let that be a focal
point as we think about the mystery and the wonder of the human face. For
truly, as the Psalmist says, we were “fearfully and wonderfully made”; but the
face is especially something of a gift — especially a mystery, and especially a
treasure that the Lord has imparted to us.

There is a Greek word that gets translated into English as “face” which I
want to share with you (some of you have heard it, some need to learn it, but
it’s a good one to know): “prosopon.” It is the Greek word that is used both
in the Septuagint translation of the Old Testament and in all the writings of
the New Testament — when you see the word “face,” it is likely to be
“prosopon.” That’s very significant. Prosopon in Greek was originally a term
that was used for the mask that was worn by a person in the theatre to
display, to show forth, some character, or some identity; but the holy Fathers
took that word and connected it to the idea of the face showing forth the
identity of the person. So,there is a deep and wonderful connection between
“face” and “person.” Because our faces were made by God so that we could
express our persons, our personalities are best seen through our faces.

So, think about the elements of the face. We have eyes: what are they made
for, what are they given to us for? We have a nose: what is it there for? Is it
random? Is it just so we can breathe? We have a mouth: we have this ability to
speak. We have ears: why are they there? We have a wholeness and a
connection of all of these elements into one countenance.

As Christians, we are taught and we are returning to the purpose of the

face, and the purpose of all of these elements. So, we should say that the
eyes were made to behold glory, and to wonder and to bring in the glory that
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God has imbued in all of creation. The nostrils — very, very important —
were made to breathe in the Spirit (we’ll talk about that more in just a
second). The mouth was made to speak: but to speak blessing; and, it was
also made to praise, and to speak truth ... and even more mysterious, the
mouth was given to us so that we can kiss, an expression not only of
affection but of honor and veneration. That is why we kiss icons. We have
ears so that we can listen for the Word of God, and the Spirit of God
whispering to us — so that we may obey him. And the countenance, the
wholeness of our face, is given to us so that it can reflect the glory of God.

So, this is the gift and the mystery of our human face; and I have been
inclined to think about it afresh in these days and months, in the context of
having to cover our faces.

So, think about the first man, the forming of the first man: in English, it
says, “The Lord God formed Man out of the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and Man became a living
being.” (There’s that connection to the nose.) But in the Greek, it says he
breathed into his prosopon: God breathed into the face of Man — the face,
the whole face became a receptacle of the Spirit of God for Man. St. Gregory
Palamas says of this: “Man was capable of knowing God, as well as
receiving Him and declaring Him ... he had paradise for his home ... There
it was his lot to have sight of God, speak to Him face to face ...” (Homily
Six, “To Encourage Fasting”).

Then it goes on to say that Adam saw his wife, once she was created, and
he said, “This is bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh.” There is thus a
connection of prosopon to relationship so that this idea of seeing one
another “face to face” speaks to us of our relationships. That is why the
icons are so important (keep in mind the icons). They speak to us of these
things, of relationships, of seeing the face of another and then knowing that
person.

There are several examples in the Old Testament of how people realized
that they were looking upon the “face of God” — that’s a very mysterious
thing. Jacob first had a taste of encountering the presence of God, when he
had his dream about the ladder ascending to heaven (we hear our Lord Jesus
refer to this vision in John’s gospel). When he awoke and pondered the
wonder of the vision which he had seen in the night, he said, “Oh, how
awesome is this place ... for this is the house of God, this is the gate of
heaven.”

And in another connection, which is also wonderful and rather
mysterious, if you remember the story about Jacob and his brother Esau —
they didn’t get along very well. Esau was very, very passionate (as we sang
in the Canon of Andrew this past week); and Jacob was cunning (along with
the help of his mother ... so mothers, be careful how you teach your
children to be cunning) ... so Jacob stole the birthright and the blessing
from Esau. Esau hated him and wanted to kill him, and Jacob had to flee
from him. Then the whole story of Jacob unfolds: how he wins his two
wives, how he has his twelve children;and then the Lord tells him, “Go back
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to the home which I am giving to you as I gave to your father Isaac and to
Abraham, his father before him.” And so, he goes back, and he knows he
has to meet Esau.

On the eve of Jacob’s encounter with his estranged brother, he wrestles
with God, (chew on that for a second!), and it seems Jacob has the upper
hand; at least, he says to the One with whom he wrestles, “I will not let you go
unless you bless me!” He gets the divine blessing at a cost: his hip is put out
of its socket, and he walks with a limp for the rest of his days. But the next
detail is fascinating: Genesis 32:30 says, “So Jacob called the name of the
place Peniel: ‘For [ have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.””
“Peniel” means, “the face of God” ... “I have seen God face to face” — the
Septuagint Greek reads, prosopon pros prosopon.

This sets up the aforementioned encounter with Esau. Jacob is worried
about it — “Esau probably still hates me and probably still wants to kill me
...”. Yet there was a miraculous change that had happened, and when they
met on the plain, Esau bowed down to him, and embraced him; and Jacob
said this very interesting thing: “I have seen your face as if I had seen the
face of God!” I have seen your face as if I had seen the face of God — he
understood that a restored relationship was something divine: it was a way
for us to see the face of God. The icons say this to us, all of the icons.

There is also Gideon, who entertained the Angel of the Lord, and he was
in dread fear, and said, “Woe is me! For I have seen the face of the Angel of
the Lord!” (cf. Judges 6:22-23).

Probably the most concentrated and wonderful example in the Old
Testament about seeing God face to face is that of Moses. When Moses
beheld God in the burning bush, it says in Exodus, “The Lord spoke with
Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.” (Exodus 33:11, 20). So we
get that deepening of the idea of what it means to see “face to face.” Just nine
verses later, he says, “No one can see my face and live.” So, we must take it
seriously — there is something there. But then after Moses had led the people
out of Egypt, led them to Mt. Sinai and gone up onto the mountain, he was
there with the Lord forty days and forty nights. He came down, and it says,
“Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai ... that Moses did
not know that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him. So, when
Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face
shone, and they were afraid to come near him ... And when Moses had
finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face [I guess we’re not the
first ones to use masks] ... And whenever the children of Israel saw the face
of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone [which happened every time he
went into the tabernacle and spoke with the Lord], then Moses would put the
veil on his face again until he went in to speak with [God]” (Exodus 34:29-
35).

Mysterious things, these faces that we have! These are given to us for high
and glorious things. This is where the icons really begin to speak theology to
us: something about the face has been fulfilled now for us. The Lord Jesus
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Christ, the One who fashioned us in his Image, has taken on our nature; and
God has a human face! A face that we depict, a face that we gaze upon in the
icon, a face that we can kiss (at least, below the face — it is a matter of proper
honor not to kiss right on the face, but below — but still we kiss the icon),
because we look at the face of our Lord Jesus Christ, and at his glory
reflected in all of his saints.

St. Paul tells us a wonderful thing about this fulfillment. In 2 Corinthians he
says, “But we all, with unveiled face (prosopon), beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to
glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18). The Spirit that
breathed into the face of Man is the one that is shining forth from the face of
our Lord Jesus Christ and of all his saints. It is the glory of God that we are
supposed to reflect. It is our faces that are supposed to show forth the glory of
the face of God to one another. So, Paul also says, “For it is the God who
commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face (prosopon) of
Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6).

The face of our Lord Jesus Christ is given to us to teach us who we are. As
we venerate the icons and as we embrace the theology behind them, we can
never exhaust the truth that is underneath them. As we live with this truth, as
we ponder it, we listen for the Holy Spirit with our ears; As we kiss with our
lips, as we speak the truth, as we breathe in the breath of life (which is an
image to us of the Holy Spirit himself), as we gaze upon the glory that is
shown in the icons, we see the glory reflected back to us in our own faces.
And hopefully, we come to say of one another, as Jacob said of Esau, “I have
seen your face, as if I had seen the face of God!”

So brothers and sisters, let us rejoice in the face! Let us never think that it is
“normal” for us to cover our faces from one another — it’s not normal! The
human being was meant to be in relationship “face to face” with one another,
and with our Lord God. To behold; to breathe in (and to exhale, it’s own
meaningful act); to hear and to listen; to speak, to kiss, to smile; to have a
“shining countenance” — this is the wondrous gift of the human face, made in
the image of him who made us, so that we might know deeply what a
relationship can be. The Psalms are abundant with the prayer, “Let your face
shine on us, so that we may be saved!” The face, rather than a mere technical
part of the body, is part and parcel of our very salvation, and a mysterious
sign of the redemption that is in Christ.

And here’s one more thought for the rest of Great Lent: The Psalmist
says, “When you said, ‘Seek my face,” my heart said to you, ‘Your face
(your prosopon), O Lord, I will seek.” (Psalm 26:8) Let us seek to know
Christ, and to be transformed as we gaze into the eyes of the icons —
including the icons that we are to each other — so that we may go “from
glory to glory” and receive that shining countenance as the grace of God
shines upon us in his great love for us. This is our heritage, this is the gift,
this is the mystery of the face; this is what is given to us here in the Church
of Christ, for the eternal, for our salvation.

To him be glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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The retirement of Fr. loan Mihut and the installation of Fr. Stefan Vlad at the
Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish in Warren, MI (July 18, 2021).
Pensionarea Pr. loan Mihut si instalarea Pr. Stefan Vlad in
Parohia Pogorarea Duhului Sfant din Warren, MI (18 iulie, 2021).

Bishop Andrei at the installation of Fr. Alin Munteanu at the Falling Asleep of
the Ever-Virgin Mary Parish in Anaheim, CA (April 11, 2021).
Preasfintitul Episcop Andrei la instalarea Pr. Alin Munteanu in Parohia
Adormirea Maicii Domnului din Anaheim, CA (11 aprilie 2021).
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The pastoral visit of Archbishop Nathaniel at the Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish
Merrillville, IN (August 15, 2021).
Vizita pastorala a Inaltpreasfintitului Nathaniel la Parohia Pogorarea Duhului Sfant

din Merrillville, IN (1

B

5 august, 2021).

A "ﬁ

The Nativity of the
Mother of God
Feast in the Chapel
at Vatra
Romaneasca.
(September 8,
2021)

Praznicul Nasterii
Maicii Domnului
la Paraclisul de la
Vatra Roméaneasca.
(8 Septembrie,
2021)

| \ I
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Cuvant la Nasterea Preasfintei Nascatoare de Dumnezeu
Sfantul Ioan Maximovici

Cat s-au madrit lucrurile Tale, Doamne, toate cu Intelepciune le-
ai facut! (Ps. 103, 25) exclama inca in vechime Psalmistul. Ce
este, asadar, acea Intelepciune (sau, pe greceste, sophia), prin care s-au facut
toate? In alt psalm se spune: Cu cuvantul Domnului cerurile s-au intirit si cu
duhul gurii Lui toata puterea lor (Ps. 32, 6). lar Sfantul Evanghelist loan
Teologul glasuieste: La inceput era Cuvantul si Cuvantul era la Dumnezeu si
Dumnezeu era Cuvantul. Acesta era intru inceput la Dumnezeu. Toate prin El
s-au facut; si fard El nimic nu s-a facut din ce s-a facut (In. 1, 1-3).

Iisus Hristos, Logos Creator

Intelepciunea lui Dumnezeu sau Cuvantul lui Dumnezeu, prin care toate
s-au facut de Dumnezeu nu este doar un concept abstract al unei Insusiri a lui
Dumnezeu. Acelasi evanghelist gldsuieste mai departe: Si Cuvantul S-a facut
trup si S-a salasluit intre noi si am vazut slava Lui, slava ca a Unuia-Nascut
din Tatal (In. 1, 14). Asadar, Cuvantul prin Care toate s-au facut este Unul-
Nascut, Fiul lui Dumnezeu, a doua Persoana a Sfintei Treimi. El se mai
numeste si ,,intelepciunea lui Dumnezeu”, asa cum spune in epistola sa
Sfantul Apostol Pavel: Fiindca si iudeii cer semne, iar elinii cauta
intelepciune, Insa noi propovaduim pe Hristos cel rastignit... puterea lui
Dumnezeu si Intelepciunea lui Dumnezeu (I Cor. 1, 22-24).

Fiul lui Dumnezeu Se numeste Cuvantul si intelepciunea lui Dumnezeu
pentru ¢ Dumnezeu-Tatil pe toate le savarseste prin Fiul Sau. In acest fel,
prin Fiul lui Dumnezeu, Tatal ni Se vesteste prin faptele Sale si prin El [Fiul]
s-a aratat in diversitatea ei intelepciunea lui Dumnezeu.

Intelepciunea lui Dumnezeu s-a manifestat prima oari la crearea lumii
vazute si nevazute. Noi vedem acum lumea ajunsa la starea pacatoasd, dupa ce
si-a pierdut bunatatea dintru Inceput, dar lumea este minunatd, chiar si stricata
de pacat si rasfrange In ea inalta intelepciune a Creatorului. Daca vom privi
cerul, vom vedea migcarile armonioase ale luminatorilor ceresti, totul se misca
dupa legi vesnice, date naturii de Ziditor, la facerea ei. Daca vom privi 1n jurul
nostru, in fiecare planta, in fiecare animal, chiar si In oricare pietricica vom
vedea intelepciunea Celui ce le-a zidit!

Fiecare vietate, pana la cele mai mici insecte, este inzestrata cu toate
insusirile necesare pentru supravietuirea, apararea si dezvoltarea vietii sale si
pentru Inmultirea speciei. Fiecare corp Insufletit si neinsufletit din natura este
compus din particule minuscule, distribuite armonios, care alcatuiesc o zidire
minunata, o tesdturd gratioasa a Marelui Artist si Ziditor. Sa ne uitdm in noi
insine, ce combinatie minunata si inteleaptd a nevazutului cu vazutul
alcatuim! Prin trupul nostru apartindnd lumii zidite, noi alcatuim cea mai
mestesugita zidire, in care fiecare celula isi are menirea ei. Cu cat stiinta
patrunde mai adanc in tainele naturii, cu atat devine mai evident ca natura este
zidirea unei preamarete Intelepciuni si cu atat mai sus se inaltd ochiul mintii
noastre, in cunoasterea Creatorului sau. Despre inalta intelepciune a lui
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Dumnezeu marturiseste cu deosebire duhul nostru cel dupa asemanarea lui

Dumnezeu, care-1 inaltd pe om deasupra pamantului si a marii vietii acesteia si

ne da putinta sa ne impartasim chiar si in viata aceasta de puterile inaltului.
Iisus Hristos, Logos Mantuitor

Toate acestea le avem chiar si acum, 1n starea noastra pacatoasa, a omului
cazut, supusa stricdciunii naturii. Cum a fost, dar, frumusetea si bunatatea
lumii la zidirea ei! Incantat de propria frumusete, primul dintre ingeri,
Luceaférul de dimineata, s-a mandrit si, dorind sa se faca deopotriva cu Cel
Preainalt, a cazut de la Dumnezeu. Alungat din cer, el 1-a pizmuit pe omul
creat si I-a ademenit sa incalce porunca lui Dumnezeu.

Pacatuind Adam, cel intéi zidit, o datd cu el intreaga omenire s-a lipsit de
slava si de cinstea ei cea dintru inceput. Mintea omului s-a intunecat, vointa i-a
slabit, simturile i s-au Intinat. Omul s-a lipsit de comuniunea harica cu
Dumnezeu, Izvorul vietii, si a devenit muritor.

Pierzand omul cununa zidirii, s-a produs o schimbare n intreaga lume, caci
urmdrile pacatului s-au simtit peste tot. Intreaga lume a devenit stricicioasa si
pacdtoasa. Natura, incepand cu animalele, a inceput sa-i faca rau omului, iar
omul, inlauntrul sau, era chinuit de despartireca de Dumnezeu.

nsa Preainteleptul Dumnezeu, inca Tnainte de zidirea lumii, nu numai ca a
prevazut caderea omului pe care urma sa-l zideasca, dar a si hotarat dinainte
cum si-1 indrepteze. inainte ca lumea si fie ziditd. in Sfatul Sfintei Treimi a
fost dinainte randuit ca a doua Persoana a Sfintei Treimi, Fiul lui Dumnezeu,
va deveni om si va lua asupra Lui pacatele lumii, indreptand greseala lui
Adam.

Nimanui nu i-a fost dezvaluit leacul pregatit pentru boala omeneasca;
hotararea Sfatului Sfintei Treimi a rdmas o taind pentru intreaga lume zidita.
Trebuia pregatit pe pamant un adapost vrednic sa-L primeasca pe Fiul lui
Dumnezeu, Cel ce urma si Se intrupeze. in neamul omenesc stricat de pacat
trebuia gasit un vas nepangarit, in care sd Se coboare Cuvantul lui Dumnezeu,
Cel Care pe toate le-a zidit si, cu trupul primit, sd Se salasluiasca printre
oameni, El Insusi devenind om. De multe veacuri a fost nevoie ca sa se
pregateasca Tmplinirea preainteleptei chivernisiri a lui Dumnezeu. Si a aparut o
Fecioara Curata, vrednica a deveni Maica dupa trup a Aceluia prin Care s-au
facut cerul si pamantul si prin Care urmau sa se implineasca cele dinainte
hotarate de Preainteleapta Treime, pentru mantuirea lumii.

»51 Cuvantul S-a facut trup...” (In. 1, 14)

Cand a venit plinirea vremii (Gal. 4, 4) si a venit sorocul ca sd Se intrupeze
Fiul lui Dumnezeu pe pamant, taina minunatului Sfat al Sfintei Treimi a fost
dezvaluitad de Dumnezeu Arhanghelului Gavriil, care a fost trimis in Nazaret
sa-i binevesteasca Preacuratei Fecioare Maria despre nasterea Mantuitorului
lumii, ce avea sa se petreaca de la ea.

»Sfatul cel mai dinainte de veci descoperindu-1 Pruncei, Gavriil se Infatisa”
Preacuratei, vestindu-i: Bucura-te, ceea ce esti plind de har, Domnul este cu
tine. Binecuvantata esti tu Intre femei. Vei naste Fiu si vei chema numele lui
lisus. Acesta va fi mare si Fiul Celui Preainalt se va chema (Lc. 1, 28-32). S-a
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tulburat smerita copild auzind aceasta prevestire. De la varsta de trei ani ea se
afla la templu, fiind data de parinti si petrecand necontenit in rugaciune, a fost
crescuta in Sfanta Sfintelor, unde a auzit glasurile locuitorilor ceresti, dar cu
toate acestea n-ar fi putut gandi sa devina Maica Rascumparatorului, dand in
acelasi timp si fagaduinta de a raimane Fecioara.

,,Duhul Sfant Se va pogori peste tine si puterea Celui Preainalt te va umbri;
pentru aceea si Sfantul care Se va naste din tine, Fiul lui Dumnezeu se va
chema” — rosti ingerul, raspunzandu-i la intrebarea: ,,Cum va fi aceasta, de
vreme ce eu nu stiu de barbat? ,,. ,,Iatd roaba Domnului. Fie mie dupa cuvantul
tau!” — raspunse Maria cu smerenie si cu supunere fatd de voia lui Dumnezeu
(Lc. 1, 35-38). Atunci Cuvantul lui Dumnezeu, Fiul Cel UnulNascut al lui
Dumnezeu Se sédldslui in Maria. Cel pe Care cerul si cerurile cerurilor nu-L
incap (IIT Regi 8, 27; 11 Paralipomena 6, 18), Caruia Cerul ii este scaun si
pamantul asternut picioarelor (Isaia 66, Fapt. 7, 49), Si-a ales ca sdlag o
Fecioara, din pantecele (vintrele) ei facandu-Si Prestol si pantecele ei mai mult
decat cerurile largindu-1. ,,Mai intinsa decat cerurile” s-a facut Fecioara Maria.
Peste noua luni ea a nascut un Fiu, pe Dumnezeu aratat in trup. ,,Taina cea
ascunsa din veac si de Ingeri nestiutd, prin Nascatoarea de Dumnezeu,
Dumnezeu Se arata pe padmant, in unire neamestecata intrupat.”

Insa Fecioara Maria si intruparea, prin ea, a Fiului lui Dumnezeu au rimas o
taina pentru diavol, panad cand Domnul nu a implinit lucrarea mantuirii noastre.
,,Primind de bunavoie pentru noi crucea asupra Sa”, suferind moarte si Inviind
din morti, Domnul lisus Hristos a daruit viatd neamului omenesc si i-a deschis
raiul care fusese pecetluit [pentru el]. Intrupandu-se din Fecioara Nascitoare de
Dumnezeu, ,,Adam s-a chemat, Eva s-a slobozit, blestemul s-a sfarsit, moartea
s-a omorat si noi am inviat”.

Tisus Hristos, restaurarea lumii

Impreuna cu omul, intreaga lume este izbavita de striciciune, pregitindu-se
de acum pentru ziua cdnd lumea va fi curdtata prin foc, cand toata faptura va fi
slobozita de robia stricaciunii, cdnd cerul cel nou si pamantul cel nou vor
dezvalui zidirea lui Dumnezeu in toatd frumusetea si bunatatea ei.

Astfel, este sfaramata uneltirea rautatii diavolesti si Ziditorul lumii, cu inalta
Sa intelepciune, le indreapta pe toate dupa voia Sa pentru binele intregii
fapturi. Asa cum Dumnezeu a creat la inceput lumea prin Cuvantul Sau, adica
prin Fiul Sau, la fel prin Fiul lui Dumnezeu lumea este rendscuta dupa caderea
in pacat. Prin Cel prin care s-a aratat intelepciunea lui Dumnezeu in zidire, tot
prin Acela s-a descoperit intelepciunea lui Dumnezeu si in restaurarea lumii
distruse de pacat si in intoarcerea bunavoirii lui Dumnezeu asupra lumii.

De aceea, Fiul lui Dumnezeu este numit intelepciunea lui Dumnezeu sau, in
greceste, Sophia, pentru ci prin El noi L-am cunoscut si Il cunoastem pe
Preainteleptul Dumnezeu. lisus Hristos pentru noi S-a facut intelepciune de la
Dumnezeu si dreptate si sfintire si rascumparare (I Cor. 1, 30).

Cindao, 1948

Din ,, Predici si Indrumari Duhovnicesti”, Ed. Sophia, Bucuresti, 2006 -
Pentru a citi continuarea articolului, accesati: Attps.//tinyurl.com/8septembrie
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2021 EPISCOPATE CONGRESS HIGHLIGHTS

The 89™ Annual Episcopate Congress commenced on Saturday, September
11, 2021 via the Zoom virtual meeting format at 11:15 am Eastern time. His
Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel opened the meeting with the Invocation to
the Holy Spirit. With the occasion of the 20™ anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist
attacks on the United States, Protopresbyter Laurence Lazar commemorated
the known Orthodox victims by name.

The quorum for the meeting was exceeded with 152 delegates present. The
appointed presidium included: Chairmen Pro Tempore: Protopresbyter
Laurence Lazar and V. Rev. Fr. Ian Pac-Urar, PhD; Recording Secretaries: V.
Rev. Dr. David Subu and Rev. Fr. Sabin Pop; Tellers: loan Haba and Patricia
Bratulescu; Parliamentarian: Rev. Fr. Wayne Paul Wright. Technical support
during the meeting was provided by Alex Ionescu, Dr. Florin Ristache and
Richard Grabowski. The agenda revised by the Episcopate Council and the
minutes of the 88™ Episcopate Congress were approved by the delegates.
Archbishop Nathaniel presented his Address to the delegates. The Episcopate
provided all delegates with the Congress Report ahead of time via mail and
email; therefore, the chair, Fr. Ian Pac-Urar, invited questions on each of the
narrative, departmental reports.

External Affairs

Very Rev. Fr. Remus Grama highlighted an aspect of his report on External
Affairs regarding canonical anomalies with respect to St. Nicholas Parish,
Troy, MI. In the context of the parish’s engagement in civil litigation with the
Episcopate, Metropolitan losif (Pop) of the Romanian Orthodox Metropolis of
Western and Southern Europe, sent and assigned clergy from outside the
United States to serve at the parish, ignoring the protests of Metropolitan
Tikhon and Archbishop Nathaniel. Fr. Grama’s report concludes: “The flagrant
interference of a hierarch into another hierarch’s territory... displays a
troubling lack of conciliarity and respect for Church Canons, which is surely
one of many problems resulting from the administrative disunity of the
Orthodox Church in North America.”

Solar Energy Project

George Cantor, chairman of the committee, reported that the contract to lease
Vatra property (213 acres) for development of a larger 700+ acre, 100-
megawatt solar-powered electrical generation and transmission facility was
signed on March 22, 2021 by the Episcopate and NextEra Energy. During the
initial option term (3-5 years), NextEra will conduct due diligence studies prior
to the project’s development and construction. The contract includes an
easement term of 30 years with two optional extended terms of 5 years each.
Annual payments would be $850/acre/year with annual 2% cumulative
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increases. The Episcopate has received an initial option payment of $21,308 as
well as reimbursement for legal/consulting fees.

Orthodox Christian Leadership Initiative (OCLI)

Following the presentation and approval of the Department of Finance
Report by Treasurer Tom Rosco and Assistant Treasurer, Mark Chestnut, Ms.
Hollie Benton (Executive Director of the Orthodox Christian Leadership
Initiative) made a 30-minute slide presentation regarding leadership education
and support programs available to parish councils and nonprofit organizations
(orthodoxservantleaders.com).

Report on Legal Proceedings
Chancellor David Oancea presented written reports on three cases.

A. St. Nicholas Parish, Troy, Michigan

As of September 3, 2021, the Episcopate has a Judgment awarding title and
control over the property at 5353 Livernois Rd, Troy MI (St Nicholas Parish).
This case resulted from schismatic actions taken by the former parish priest,
Gheorghe Carstea, and some of his supporters beginning in January 2017. The
schismatic group illegally took control of the parish administration and
property, which forced the Episcopate to take legal action to uphold the ROEA
Constitution and By-Laws and to preserve the patrimony of the parish and
Episcopate.

B. Ascension Monastery, Clinton, Michigan

After prolonged litigation, on September 23, 2020, the Washtenaw County
Circuit Court in Ann Arbor, Michigan issued a judgment ordering that the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America holds absolute title to the real
property situated at 15143 Sheridan Road, Clinton, Michigan, which includes
Holy Ascension Romanian Orthodox Monastery. loan Irineu Duvlea and those
with him would not leave the property. Due to COVID-19, cases were delayed
in the courts. On July 2, 2021, the Episcopate received notice from Duvlea’s
attorney that they vacated the premises and that the Episcopate can take
possession.

C. Holy Trinity Parish, Los Angeles, California

On May 13, 2021, after having studied documents and interviewed Fr.
Constantin Alecse, the Episcopate Council of the ROEA decided: 1) that the
sale and transfer of property by Holy Trinity Romanian Orthodox Church
(HTROC) in 2015 to Holy Trinity Romanian Church Corp. was unauthorized,
illegal, fraudulent and void ab initio, and 2) that Fr Alecse and HTROC are
directed to take proper action to correct the title to the property, to show
continuous ownership by HTROC. Furthermore, the Episcopate Council
resolved to authorize the Chancery of the ROEA: 1) to direct the Parish
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Council of HTROC to provide all documentation and reports requested; 2) to
further investigate HTROC's financial activities; 3) to bring an action in the
Episcopate Courts against any person or group alleged to have violated the
Constitution and By-Laws of the Episcopate; 4) to engage the Bryan Cave
Leighton Paisner Law Firm, if necessary, to provide legal services to the
ROEA in connection with this case.

Episcopate Council Recommendations

The Congress passed two recommendations of the Episcopate Council which
authorized the sale and/or lease and/or rental of the Episcopate-owned
properties located at 1) Morris Drive in Grass Lake Township, Michigan; and
2) 15143 Sheridan Road, Clinton, Michigan, and directed the Episcopate
Council to implement the decision.

Episcopate Budgets

Tom Rosco (Treasurer) and Mark Chestnut (Assistant Treasurer) presented
the budgets. Following discussion, the delegates approved the proposed
budgets for 2022.

Election of Episcopate Council and Episcopate Tribunal
Every two years, the Congress elects a new Episcopate Council and
Episcopate Tribunal. The members of these bodies for 2021-2023 are:

Episcopate Council: Fr. David Subu (Falls Church, VA), Fr. Ionut Maerean
(Kitchener, ON), Fr. Ian Pac-Urar (Fairlawn, OH) Fr. Remus Grama
(Cleveland, OH), Fr. Laurence Lazar (Southfield, MI). Clergy Alternates: Fr.
George Ursache (St. Mary, Chicago); Gary Danis (Southfield, MI), Stefan
Russu (Kitchener, ON), John Morgavan (Merrillville, IN), Adela Price
(Hermitage, PA), Louise Gibb (ARFORA), John Pop Jr. (Holy Nativity,
Chicago, IL), loan Haba, Vasile Popovic (Anaheim, CA), Radu Chebeleu
(Elkins Park, PA), Cristian Radu (St. Petersburg, FL). Lay Alternates: Carol
Schweizer (San Diego, CA), Dorel Suboni (Hollywood, FL).

Episcopate Tribunal: Fr. Ian Pac-Urar (Fairlawn, OH, Judicial Referee), Fr.
Toan Cozma (New York, NY, President of Spiritual Consistory), Fr. Ioan
Bogdan (Frederick, CO), Fr. Gabriel Agoston (Portland, OR). George Cantor
(Cleveland, OH), Stephan Russu (Kitchener, ON), Alternates: Christian Radu
(St. Petersburg, FL), Monica Armstrong (Indianapolis, IN).

Following the motion to adjourn and the Benediction by His Eminence,
Archbishop Nathaniel, the 89™ Episcopate Congress ended at 3:54 pm.

BB
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THE 2021 GOLDY-GEMU SCHOLARSHIP ($1,500.00)

The Dumitru Golea Goldy-Gemu Scholarship is awarded to
undergraduate college students of Romanian origin. In addition to all
the required documents, each applicant writes an essay on the topic:

“How my Romanian Heritage Helps Make Me a Better American.”

Josiah John Goga is a 3"-year student at the University
. of Michigan (Ann Arbor MI) where his major course of
study is Biopsychology, Cognition and Neuroscience.
His GPA cumulative GPA is 3.990. Josiah’s parents
grew up in Oradea, Romania. In his essay, Josiah writes:
“It is through my Romanian heritage that I have become
an American who upholds the ideal of embracing other
cultures rather than opposing them. My ethnicity has also
allowed me to understand myself and thus better
understand others. While I still struggle with embracing
both my American and Romanian identities, this struggle
has allowed me not only to learn more about myself but
also to become a better American.” One of Josiah’s
endorsing professors wrote: “I understand that Mr. Goga is studying to enter
the medical profession after college, and that he is even taking extra courses so
that he can graduate early with time to obtain an EMT license before enrolling
in a Physician’s Assistant program. This kind of dedication to others is rare, as
is the alacrity shown in taking on the work that such dedication entails — it
speaks very well of Mr. Goga as a person of good character, as a citizen of this
country, and a citizen of the world.”

Anne Elizabeth Holan is a student at the
University of Houston (Houston TX) where her
major course of study is Political Science and
minor is Phronesis, an Honors program in politics
and ethics that aims to cultivate practical
intelligence. She is maintaining a 3.641 GPA. In
her essay, Anne writes: “Being Romanian
American has fostered within me a unique
combination of values that are important in both
cultures: a love of learning and the value of hard
work...I believe that when I begin to work in
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immigration law, I can bring that genuine love and kindness to others so that
they may feel loved and at home.” One of Anne’s recommendations notes that:
“As a dedicated student, Annie continues to excel at the University of
Houston’s Honor College as she is studying political science in her pursuit of a
law degree. Her character is exemplary and her love of her church and family
is reflected in all her activities.”

Emily Maia Ripper is a student at the University of
Michigan (Ann Arbor MI) where she is majoring in
History and minoring in Science, Technology and
Society (STS). Her cumulative GPA is 3.948. In her
essay, Emily writes: “My grandfather emigrated from
Romania in 1965, and many of my most vivid
childhood memories involve gathering around his
chair with my siblings and cousins, listening to him
tell of farm life in rural Strempt, his career as a
professional handball player, his brushes with the
communist regime, and how he escaped to the United
States. This close relationship with the stories of my
heritage is largely what has inspired me to declare a history major...and to
dedicate myself to uncovering and sharing the diverse stories, experiences and
cultures of others.” One of Emily’s professor’s states: “Academically, Emily
... was always thoroughly prepared for each class and her homework was
always complete and carefully done, demonstrating both strong analytical
skills and excellent linguistic proficiency in Spanish...Emily is very mature,
dedicated and focused with a well-developed sense of social responsibility
about the world she lives in.”

Andreea Ursu is in her senior year at Chamberlain
University (Troy, MI) where she is working toward a

of 3.15. In her essay, Andreea writes: “My Romanian
heritage helps make me a greater American, because it
made me the person I am today...Being born in
Romania and raised by true Romanian parents, I have
learned the value of hard work and dedication to
achieve a goal or dream.” A work supervisor highly
recommended her for the scholarship: “For the past
year, Ms. Ursu has worked as an endoscopy technician in a fast-paced
ambulatory care center that I currently manage. Ms. Ursu has all the qualities
of a strong employee: timeliness, professionalism, and willingness to learn. To
a greater extent, she has committed herself to engaging with the patients and
providing exemplary care to those who are at their most vulnerable.”

We congratulate all of the recipients and wish them much success in the
completion of their studies and furtherance in their chosen professions.
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STANITZ-AROY SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

Luca Nicholas Irimie graduated summa cum laude
from Canton Preparatory High School, Canton,
Michigan, in the Spring of 2021 with a 4.03 GPA.
In addition to excelling in his academic work, Luca
played varsity sports and won the Academic All-
District Award three times. He also logged over 150
hours of community service. Outside of school, he
has been an active member of Sts. Peter & Paul
Parish, Dearborn Heights, Michigan, with his
family his entire life (Sunday School; Youth Group
Treasurer and President; Camp Vatra). In the fall,
Luca will attend the University of Michigan —
Dearborn.

Jason Liu graduated from George C. Marshall High
School, Falls Church, Virginia, in June 2020 with
Honors and a 4.3 GPA. Jason also participated in the
following activities: National Honor Society; piano &
(§ years); trumpet (9 years); marching band; pit
orchestra; art classes (watercolor, ceramics, balloon
art); theater productions. Outside of school, he is an
Eagle Scout and is a member of the Order of the
Arrow (Boy Scout’s National Honor Society). With
his family, he is an active member of St. Mary
Parish, Falls Church, Virginia where he has been an : =1 |
altar server for over 7 years and regularly attended

Church School. He is a founding member of the parish’s youth group and has
served as Secretary and President. Additionally, he was a Youth Equipped to
Serve (YES) participant and a camper at Antiochian Village for over 6 years.
Jason opted to take a gap year during the pandemic, and during that time
interned with a small IT company, taught an online creative writing class, and
tutored high school students in math. In the fall of 2021, he will attend Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech) to major in
Industrial Design.

Congratulations to all scholarship recipients!
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VICTOR POP SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

Awarded to a qualified undergraduate or graduate student of Romanian
ethnic descent who is in the Junior or Senior year in College or
Graduate School.

Maria T. Irimie is a senior at Michigan State University
majoring in Computer Science and minoring in Spanish.
Her cumulative GPA is currently 3.84. She plans to
graduate with a Bachelor of Science degree in May
2022. Besides her academic achievements, Maria is
active at Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Dearborn Heights, MI,
where she participates in the Youth Group, charitable
activities, Sunday School, and serving at church dinners.
She also conducts the Choir.

A.R.F.O.R.A. SCHOLARSHIPS
Undergraduate Scholarship

Christina Dager, the daughter of Dennis
and Corina Dager of Alliance, Ohio, is the
recipient of a $1,000 ARFORA
Undergraduate Scholarship. Her parents are
members of St Nicholas Romanian
Orthodox Church in Alliance, OH. She is
attending the University of Akron, in
Akron, OH, where she is majoring in
Biomedical Science with a minor in
Spanish. She is planning on attending
medical school to become a surgeon
following graduation. Christina is active in her parish and served as president
of AROY for 3 years, is a cantor in both English and Romanian, and is
involved in the community through participating in monthly “Feed the
Hungry” dinners and volunteering as a translator at a local free migrant worker
clinic. Throughout her first year of college, she participated in the
Environmental Action Club, Biological Human Anatomy and Anthropology
Club, and Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) in Akron.
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Nadina Popoviciu, the daughter of Claudiu
and Delia Popoviciu of Highland Heights,
Ohio, is the recipient of a $1,000 ARFORA
Undergraduate Scholarship. She is a member of
Presentation of our Lord Romanian Orthodox
Church in Fairlawn, OH. She is

attending Carnegie Mellon University,
Pittsburgh, PA, where she is has a double major
in Statistics and Decision Science with a minor
in Innovation & Entrepreneurship. Nadina is
active in several organizations on campus:
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) — social
chair; International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) - volunteer work in
Key West, FL, for Hurricane Irma victims, and she also helped raise money for
victims of the Beirut explosion; International Student Union; Romanian
Students Association and Tisbert Sketch Comedy Club. Nadina spends her
spare time writing. She has published a medieval fantasy novel inspired by

her Romanian ancestry and is working on a sequel.

Martha Gavrila Graduate Scholarship

Julia M. Kalugar, the daughter of Michael and
Laurie Kalugar of Beverly Hills, Michigan, is the
recipient of a $1,000 ARFORA Martha Gavrila
Graduate Scholarship. She is a member of St.
George Romanian Orthodox Cathedral in
Southfield, MI. Julia attends Wayne State
University, Detroit, MI, where she is completing
her Master of Business Administration (MBA).
Julia’s vocational goal is to work in the non-
profit sector as a marketing and events strategist.
Offering her time at both Saint George Cathedral
as well as the Vatra camps helped her realize the
true joy and satisfaction that comes with assisting communities she cares for.
Julia wants to use her skills to help organizations that focus on doing good
works in our communities. During her undergraduate studies at Wayne State
University, she was the Vice President of Programs for Delta Zeta Sorority.
Her chapter worked to raise money for their partner, the Starkey Hearing
Foundation, a non-profit that helps those that have speech and hearing
disabilities.

A.R.F.O.R.A. congratulates all scholarship recipients on their achievements.
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What is A.R.F.O.R.A.?

A.R.F.O.R.A. is an acronym for “Asociatia Reuniunilor Femeilor Ortodoxe
Romane din America” or “The Association of Romanian Orthodox Ladies
Auxiliaries of North America”. The patron saint of A.R.F.O.R.A. is St.
Parascheva. His Grace Bishop Policarp organized A.R.F.O.R.A. in 1938. In
1955, the A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress held in New York revised and approved the
Constitution and By-Laws. A.R.F.0.R.A.’s motto includes: FAITH,
represented by the Cross; HOPE, represented by the Anchor; CHARITY,
represented by the Heart. All women should be full members of their parish as
well as of the ladies auxiliary.

The main purposes of the Ladies Auxiliary of the parish include:

¢  Functioning as an auxiliary of the parish and actively supporting the parish
in its activities;

e Initiating and promoting unity, cooperation and fellowship among its
members and the congregation;

e  Contributing to the preservation, strengthening and propagation of the
Orthodox faith;

e  Supporting the religious education of the young people in the parish;
e Attending to the housekeeping activities of the parish;
e Raising funds for religious, charitable and cultural purposes;

e  Actively supporting A.R.F.O.R.A., the national organization, which is
the oldest auxiliary of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America.
Dates of Importance to the Auxiliary:
January — Annual meeting and election of the officers take place, including
the election of two delegates to the ARFORA Congress (2-year term). Send
names and addresses of officers and delegates to the Secretary of ARFORA.
(check the Episcopate website (roea.org/arfora) for the names and addresses of
the officers of ARFORA). Send membership dues ($15 per person) to the
Treasurer of ARFORA by May 1st. Dues are based on the previous year’s
membership.
5™ Saturday of Great Lent — Each parish or deanery sponsors a ladies
auxiliary retreat/conference.
June — ARFORA Congress is held in June. The president of each auxiliary and
two delegates along with the Preoteasa of the parish are required to attend.
July-August — Provide volunteer cooks, teachers, nurses for the religious
education camp at Vatra. ARFORA also provides financial support for the
Vatra summer camps.
September— When the Episcopate Congress is held at the Vatra, an auxiliary
sponsors the coffee shop during the Congress. Please volunteer.

RUGATI-VA SI LUCRATI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXA iIN AMERICA DE NORD 25



Solia The Horald SUMMER 2021

October 14 — St. Parascheva Mission Fund. Each auxiliary holds one function
a year, and the proceeds are sent to the ARFORA Treasurer for use in support
of Episcopate missions.
April, October, and December— St. Elizabeth project: ARFORA remembers
widowed Preotese with small gifts at special times of the year (Easter, St.
Parascheva and Christmas).
All year — Visitations of the shut-ins: Encourage members to visit the shut-ins
in their parishes.
Scholarships

Martha Gavrila Graduate Scholarship — ARFORA offers a scholarship each
year to women doing graduate work.
ARFORA Undergraduate Scholarship — ARFORA offers one undergraduate
scholarship each year.
Helen Muntean Undergraduate Scholarship - ARFORA offers one
undergraduate scholarship each year to women majoring in education.
Information about the application process is published on the Episcopate
website (roea.org/arfora).
In addition, A.R.F.O.R.A. has authored, printed and distributed several
publications on topics important to women. If you have any questions about
ARFORA, its publications or the local Ladies Auxiliary, or if you need help to
start an auxiliary, please call or write to the President or any member of the
ARFORA board. You’ll find their names, addresses and telephone numbers in
online (roea.org/arfora). There is also an ARFORA Guide Book and the By-
Laws which can help you in setting up your auxiliary. Please let us know if
you need a copy. It is very important that women are organized in an auxiliary
organization, thus becoming vital and active supporters of their parish and the
Episcopate.

Lucy Pop, National A.R.F.O.R.A. President

ARFORA este un acronym pentru “Asociatia Reuniunilor Femeilor Ortodoxe
Romane din America”. ARFORA a fost infiintatd in anul 1938 de catre
Episcopul Policarp. Sfanta ocrotitoare a organizatieci ARFORA este Sfanta
Parascheva. In anul 1955, Congresul ARFORA, care s-a tinut la New York, a
aprobat Constitutia si Regulamentul de functionare. Deviza organizatiei
ARFORA este: CREDINTA - reprezentati de o cruce; SPERANTA —
reprezentatd de o ancord; DRAGOSTE - reprezentata de o inima. Ar fi bine ca
toate femeile s fie atdit membre ale parohiei, cét si ale organizatieci ARFORA.
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Principalele scopuri ale grupurilor auxiliare de femei sunt:

e Si functioneze ca o organizatie auxiliard a parohiei, pe care s o sprijine in
toate activitatile ei;

e Sdinitieze si sd promoveze unirea, cooperarea si spiritul de camaradenie,
nu numai ale membrelor organizatiei, dar si ale intregii parohii;

e  S& contribuie la pastrarea, intdrirea si propagarea credintei ortodoxe;

e  Sa sprijine educatia religioasa a copiilor si tineretului din parohie;

e Saia parte la curdtenia, infrumusetarea si mentinerea bisericii in stare
buna;

e  Sa participe la strangerea de fonduri pentru scopuri religioase, culturale si
de binefacere, care au fost determinate de parohia lor sau de Episcopie;

e  Sa sprijine in mod activ ARFORA, organizatia nationala, care este cea mai
veche organizatie auxiliara a Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America.
Date importante pentru Organizatia Auxiliara a Femeilor:

Ianuarie — Se tine adunarea anuala a organizatiei auxiliare a femeilor si se
aleg oficiantele pentru noul an. De asemenea, se aleg doua delegate si doua
supleante pentru Congresul Annual ARFORA. Delegatele sunt alese pe doi
ani. Se trimite o listd cu numele, adresele si numerele de telefon ale membrelor
din comitetul de conducere la secretara ARFORA.

Taxele de membrie ($15 de persoand) se trimit la casiera ARFORA péna la
data de 1 mai. Taxele trebuie sa reflecte numarul de membre din anul
precedent.

A 5-a sambata din Postul Mare — fiecare parohie sau protopopiat organizeaza
o zi de reculegere, rugiciune si conferintd pe teme religioase.

Tunie — In luna iunie are loc Congresul ARFORA. Presedinta organizatiei
auxiliare din fiecare parohie, impreund cu doua delegate si preoteasa, trebuie sa
ia parte la lucrarile congresului.

Tulie-August — Taberele de copii de la Vatra au nevoie de ajutor la bucatarie
si Invatdtori pentru educatia religioasa, precum si in cadrul altor activitati. De
asemenea, ARFORA ajuta financiar taberele de la Vatra.

Septembrie — Daca Congresul Episcopiei este la Vatra Roméaneasca,
chioscul de cafea si dulciuri este sponsorat de una dinrew organizatiile
auxiliare de femei de la o parohie. Va rugam sa participati, pentru ca
intotdeauna este nevoie de voluntari.

14 Octombrie — Fondul misionar Sfanta Parascheva — Fiecare grup auxiliar
organizeazd, o datd pe an, o activitate, iar banii rezultati sunt trimisi la casiera
ARFORA si se folosesc pentru ajutorarea misiunilor Episcopiei.

Aprilie, Octombrie si Decembrie — Proiectul Sfanta Elisabeta — ARFORA
trimite mici cadouri preoteselor vaduve de trei ori pe an: de Paste, de ziua
Sfintei Parascheva, precum si de Craciun.
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Tot anul — Vizitarea celor suferinzi si a batranilor din parohie.
Burse de studii:

Bursa Martha Gavrila- in fiecare an, ARFORA oferi o bursa de studii pentru
invatamantul post-universitar.
Bursa ARFORA — In fiecare an, ARFORA oferi o bursi de studii pentru
invatdmantul superior.
Bursa Helen Muntean — In fiecare an, ARFORA oferd o bursa de studii
pentru invatdmantul superior celor care studiaza sa devina invatatoare.
Informatii suplimentare puteti gasi pe website-ul Episcopiei, (roea.org/arfora).
De asemenea, ARFORA a scris, tiparit si distribuit mai multe brosuri cu teme
importante pentru femei. Daca aveti intrebari referitoare la ARFORA, brosurile
tiparite ori doriti sd incepeti o organizatie locala a femeilor din parohie si doriti
o0 copie a constitutiei sau a ghidului de organizare a auxiliarei de femei, va
rugam sa contactati presedinta ARFORA sau oricare altd membra din comitetul
de conducere ARFORA. Numele si adresele pot fi gasite pe website-ul
Episcopiei, (roea.org/arfora).

Lucy Pop, Presedinta A.R.F.O.R.A.

IR IR

{'] BUIEA FAMILY FOUNDATION INC.
300 - 533 Victoria Avenue

M Regina, SK S4N 0P8

P 306-7461-7400 | C 304-534-2895 |

F 304-569-8411
The Bujea Family Foundation is a charity located in Regina,
Saskatchewan. One of the charity’s mandates is to award scholarships to

Canadian Orthodox students at university or seminary. The recipients of
the 2021 scholarship awards are Joanna Vint, Michael Vint, and Brooke

Gieni. These young people are studying at the University of Regina in
various academic disciplines. For 2022, we hope to receive applications
from students in all Canadian regions.

IR

FINANCIAL REPORT
EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS
Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, MLL.........ccccorueiriiiriiieiiriesieie ettt $100.00
Psa Eugenia Cerghizan, Vadnais Hts, MIN........cccooririiirinieinieeceeeeee e $100.00
GENERAL DONATIONS
Lucian Pop, Farmington Hills, ML.........cccccoiiiriniiininiiiniineiricerciecsee e $1,000.00

(Victor Pop Scholarship)
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St Andrew, McKees ROCKS, PA ........oovioiioieeeieeeeeeeeeeee ettt eaeeeaeeeaees $1,000.00
(A.C.E. Fund)

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN ........cccoiiriiiiiiiiieneereeeeeee e $500.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)

National ALRF.O.R.A. ..ottt st aeneas $500.00
(Camp Vatra)

National ALRF.O.R.A. ..ottt st eneas $500.00
(Seminarian Scholarship Fund)

Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Ellwood City, PA........cccooivinininiiiiceeneceee $350.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)

Gheorghe & Florina Neagu, Montclair, NJ.......cccoooiviviiiiiiiiieenereeeeeeesesiesieeine $250.00
Horea & Denisa Ilea, Wood Dale, IL...........coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e $200.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)

St Andrew, MCKees ROCKS, PA ........ooviiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et eeae et easensenasaasanes $200.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)

St Theodora, Royal Oak, ML..........ccoceiruiiriiieiieieieiesieeee et $115.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)

St Mary, ChelSea, MA ........oooirieieiieeeteeeeeie ettt bttt nsesesaeneenan $100.00
(Congress)

Marcella Bourean, Warren, MI..........cc..cooouiiiiiiiiiieieeeee et $100.00
Roxana Florescu, Farmington Hills, MI.........c.cccooiiiiiiniiiiiiieneceeeeesese e $100.00
Juliana Braescu, Redford, MI...........ccouoiiiiiiiiiii et $20.00

Thomas Turkus, St Clair Shores, MI

Florence Westerfield, Warren, MI.... .$20.00
MEMORIAM

V Rev Fr Vasile Parau, San Diego, CA .......cccoviveirinininiineincnieesieeeieseeesreeeesnenenee $500.00

(IMO Psa Maria Parau)

Doina & Alex Vircol, WIilmette, IL .........ccoovveveviivrieeiiieeeeeeeeeeer et enens $200.00

(IMO Parents: Zamfira & Vasile Posteuca)

Siliva Costea, NOrthVille, MI.........c.ooiiiiioieiiieeiecrcete ettt asennenes $100.00

(IMO: Gheordunescu, Danin & Costea Families buried at Vatra)

Dan & Olympia Neagoe, Bloomfield, MI...........ccccovivininiiiineinineinceeeeeneesceee $100.00

(IMO Felecia Ivascu Morera de Guijarro)

Maria Risca, Oakland TWp, MI ........ccoeiiiininiiiiiieieieeceeiei e $100.00

(IMO Husband & Family members)
2021 EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT

St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH ..........cccocoiiiniiiniiinincincecccse e $14,960.00
St George Cathedral, Southfield, ML.......cccoccoeviniiiniiiniincec e $10,700.00
St Nicholas, Montreal, QC..........ccoeirieiereieriieiereietesteeees ettt es e sess e evesas $6,460.00
(2020 & 2021)

St George, Toronto, ON $5,690.00
St John, Toronto, ON....... .$5,270.00
St Nicholas, AIHANCE, OH...........cooiiiiieieiecieeeiete ettt ettt er et ereeae e ereens $3,430.00
St Thomas, St LOUIS, MO .......ovieuiiuiieieeieeeeecteeteete ettt vttt et eaeeveeas s s saeeneans $2,635.00
St Elias, EIIW0Od City, PA.......ccooiiiiieieiiiieieiteieeteseiee ettt $2,550.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI.........c.cccoeoiniiiiiiniineinineinciecseeeseeeieene $2,000.00
Holy Confessors, Oakville, ON ........ccccceoueiriirinieinieinenieeneietceie ettt $1,615.00
St George Cathedral, Southfield, MLL.........ccccooiiiiiiininiieireeee e $1,600.00

St John of Suceava, Manchester, NH.... .$1,350.00
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC.. .$1,300.00
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH ... ....$840.00

Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI.........cccccoiviiriniininiinecneeeseeeceeeseeeeneeee $595.00
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St Mary Magdala, HOUSton, TX ........ccecieueiriieirieieiesieeee ettt $460.00
Sts Constantine & Helen, Atlanta, GA.............coooveieieeeeeeeeeeeee e $255.00
St Mary, Las Vegas, NV .....ccci ettt et se st se s s saeneenas $120.00
VATRA GENERATIONS
Mircea & Georgeta Tedorescu, Clarkston, Ml.........c.ccoeverieeneininiecncnieeneeneesene $5,000.00
St Mary, Colleyville, TX .$3,220.00
ATIOIYITIOUS ...ttt ettt b sttt b bbbt e st bebe et ebean $1,500.00
ATIOIYITIOUS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt ettt b b e sttt e sttt e besen e ebeean $1,000.00
David & Jennifer Poroch, Dunwoody, GA .........coccorerirenieeneninieneeneiecseeeereeeienene $1,000.00
(IMO Parents: Dan & Eugenia Poroch)
Doina Lavoi-Gonci, Old Lyme, CT .....c.ccciiiiriiiiiniieieiiieieiceieieieicseseeeeeie e $500.00
Holy Cross, PROCNIX, AZ .....c.ccurueieuiiieieieiiisieieittie ettt ettt ettt $450.00
(IHO Rev Fr Wayne Wright)
Nicki Szakach-Cole, Warren, OH..........c..ccvoveiiivevieirieeeeeeeceeeeeee et eee e eaeenes $300.00
(IMO Mike Cole)
Gary Danis, Plymouth, ML.........ccccooiiiiiiiiiieiiieiec et $300.00
(IHO Vicky’s Birthday)
Liviu George Constantinescu, Simi Valley, CA ......coccoceereienerinineineieneeseerceene $200.00
John & Luci Pop, NOrthbrook, IL ..........cccceriririeuiininieieininieieieerieieiei e $200.00
M/M David Pascu, Barberton, OH............c.ccvovveviiiriiriieieeeeeeeeeeereee e eeve e eveeneeneens $145.55
Anonymous ....$100.00
ATIOTLYITIOUS ...ttt b ettt bbbttt s et b b s et bbbt beben e ntebene $100.00
Carmen CONATASCRI ......vevievieieriieeieteieeetetetest ettt et te b e besaesesessebessesesseseesassesessesnns $100.00
AN MU ......ouviviiieietitetiteetetet ettt et bessese s eteebeseesesbesessessesessessesessesesseseesassesessesens $100.00
Sofia Chebeleu, North Wales, PA............ccoovoiiiiiicieeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt $100.00
Rev Fr/Psa Thomas Frisby, Phoenix, AZ
V Rev Fr Alin & Psa. Sonia Munteanu, Merrillville, IN...........cccoovviiiieiieiiereereecreeeneens $97.50
Dave & Karen Pascu, Barberton, OH .............cooviiiiiiiiiieiicieceeeeeeeveeee e $96.95
Protopresbyter Mirone Klysh, Winnipeg, MB .......c.ccccoceoirinininiiineninenciniceecneeeeeeens $76.20
(IMO Judge John J Regule)
Kathy & Steve Miroy, Stafford, VA ........ccccooieiiniieeeeee e $75.00
RAIUCE BIUCE ..ovvivieieieteteteetet ettt ettt ettt et b s bt ese s essesessesesbesaesessesens $50.00
ATONYINIOUS ...cnveveatiitentetetetestet et steseebest et tebe st et ebesae st ebestes et ebesee st ebe st e bt beseebentebesaeneebeneenens $9.00
2021 CONGRESS DONATIONS
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC.........ccooiiiriiienienienenieeieeeeeste sttt $250.00
St Elias, EIIW0Od City, PA.......cccooiiieieiiiieieieiieieieeeeieie ettt ese s sesens $250.00
St John the Baptist, Kitchener, ON ..........cccocirieirierieinieieeieereeceeeeeeeeeeee e $175.00

A O A T

In Memorian: Protopresbyter Leonid Kishkovsky

On Tuesday evening, August 3, 2021, Protopresbyter Leonid
Kishkovsky, longtime Director of External Affairs and
Interchurch Relations for the Orthodox Church in America
(OCA) and Rector of the Church of Our Lady of Kazan in
Sea Cliff, New York since 1974, fell asleep in the Lord at
Glen Cove Hospital in Glen Cove, NY at the age of 78
following a heart attack. In spite of serious health issues over
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many years, he remained in active service to the Church until his repose.
Alongside his parish ministry, Father Leonid labored with faith and devotion
for the Church at large, providing a strong witness for Orthodoxy on a global
scale and maintained constant communication for the OCA with all the
Orthodox Churches throughout the world and facilitated many meetings and
dialogues. He also contributed many articles to a variety of publications.
May Father Leonid’s memory be eternal!
(For more details about Father Leonid Kishkovsky go to:
https.//www.oca.org/in-memoriam/protopresbyter-leonid-kishkovsky)

Christians do not believe in kismet, fate or destiny. Even if God determines
the chief line of our life, He, according to our prayers and merits, can change
them.

Thus, He prolonged King Hezekiah's life for fifteen years: "Go and say to
Hezekiah, thus said the Lord, the God of David your father, I have heard your
prayer, I have seen your tears: behold I will add unto your days fifteen
years" (Isaiah 38:5), and to the Venerable Dius (July 19) he likewise prolonged
his life for fifteen years. God extended the life of St. Basil the Great, according
to the prayer of the saint, for one day until he baptized the Jew, Joseph, his
physician.

But, as God can, by prayer, prolong life, so He can shorten it because of sin.
Emperor Anastasius adhered to the Severian heresy, so-called the Acephalites
(the headless ones), who spread the foolishness that the Church does not need
bishops and priests but rather that everyone unto himself is a bishop and a
priest and that everyone has the right, in his own way, to interpret Holy
Scripture and to teach others as he understands and believes. In vain did St.
John the Patriarch counsel the emperor to return to the truth of Orthodoxy, and
not only did the emperor not accept the counsel but rather ill-treated the
patriarch in various ways and contemplated to have him banished. One night,
the emperor saw in a dream an awesome man on an exalted throne, who held a
book in his hand. This man opened the book, found the name of Emperor
Anastasius and said: "I have wanted to permit you to live for a while longer
but, because of your heresy, behold, I am erasing fourteen years from your
life." And he erased something from the book. Terrified, the emperor jumped
up from his dream and related his dream to his followers. After a few days,
thunder struck the emperor's palace and killed Emperor Anastasius.

St. Nikolai Velimirovich

(from Parish Bulletin 15, Holy Trinity Romanian Orthodox Church, Youngstown, OH)
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Goal:
$700,000

Vatra
Generations
Appeal

. $467,701.15

. /"C&'}r:" B ()es Collected as of
e : September 20,

2021

Renovations to the Main Residence continue!
More information and photos on our web page, roea.org.
Thank you for your support!
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