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PASTORAL LETTER 2021

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOR
JESUS CHRIST

Christ is born! Let us glorify Him!

“The whole creation is made rich; let it rejoice and be of good cheer.
The Master of all has come to live with his servants, and from the bondage of
the enemy, he delivers us who were made subject to corruption.”
Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ: Canticle 6, Ikos, Slavic
(Festal Menaion, M. Mary/T. Ware)

Beloved Spiritual Children in Christ:
Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics and Devout Faithful of our
God-protected Episcopate:

“May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace,
and from us, hierarchal and fatherly blessings!”

Dearly Beloved,

Once again, God has blessed us to celebrate the birth in the flesh of his son and
our Lord Jesus Christ. This birth was foretold in the beginning of human
history. The birth in human flesh of the Son of God the Father came to be
through the Virgin Mary of Nazareth in realtime, in the reign of the Roman
Emperor, Caesar Augustus. Christians confess Christ’s birth each time we
recite the Creed: “I believe... and in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
begotten of the Father before all ages: Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one essence with the Father, through whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate [took on flesh] of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary, and became man.”
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This event is the “beginning of salvation.” The coming of the Lord Jesus is to
work, to deliver. He came to undo the disobedience of Adam and Eve, to
restore what they had lost. The image of Christ as the good shepherd is one
with which we all are familiar. As we hear from the words quoted, he has come
to deliver us from the bondage of death. Thus, this is not simply an annual
celebration on our Christian calendar, but it is a universal, timeless action of
God for all humanity. The Good Shepherd came to redeem all humanity of all
generations until the Second Coming of Jesus and the universal restoration.

The beautiful words of this hymn of the Forefeast lift our hearts to hope and
spiritual peace. Hope, because God himself has come to earth and knocks on
the door of our hearts, or rather he taps gently, tenderly, as a father awakening
his child from sleep, to announce a gift of love. In his coming, we have the
assurance that all is well. Spiritual peace, because all of our anxieties, our
frustrations, our concerns are dismissed through his lifting us onto his
shoulders into his embrace, because “...he has come to live with his servants.”
He is, indeed, the loving Good Shepherd.

Saint Cyril exhorts us: “This peace was made through Christ. For by himself,
he has reconciled us to the Father and to God, taking from our midst the
inimical guilt, reconciling two peoples through one man, and joining together
into one flock both those in heaven and those on earth.” (Christmas Day)

A major concern of modern man is his loneliness. Although surrounded by
numerous images and persons, this loneliness, “alone-ness,” is not a result of
being physically alone but of being spiritually uncertain of being acceptable to
his creator. He longs for God his Father. Adam and Eve rejected the Creator,
and he left them to themselves. But as a loving father, he planted the seed of
the hope of reconciliation through the promise of the advent of his son to “live
with his servants.”

Saint Matthew shares with us the words of the Archangel: “Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife...she will give birth to
a son, and you must name him Jesus, [which means savior]| because he is the
one who is to save his people from their sins” (Mt. 1:20-21). There is stated the
promise, the seed of reconciliation.

Jesus comes to dwell among us and to save us from our sins. Even more, he
restores us to a new and unending life, to freedom from “corruption,” meaning
from annihilation. As Jesus is eternal, so he bestows on us the gift of eternal
life. His birth, indeed, brings joy and good cheer.

Reflecting on the hymn, we are “of good cheer...the Master of all has come,”
Saint Ephraim of Syria lifts our hearts and exhorts us to change our lives with
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his reflections on the feast: “This is the day that opened for us a gate on high
to our prayers. Today, the Lord of nature was against his nature changed; let
it not be troublesome for us to change our evil wills... Today, Godhead sealed
itself upon Manhood, so that with the Godhead’s stamp, Manhood might be
adorned.” (Hymn 1 on the Nativity)

This exhortation to us is that as God the Almighty took on our lowly state, so
we ought to desire to lift ourselves from aloneness and self-centeredness to the
state of being his authentic sons and daughters. “Let us be careful, dearest
brethren, ...who...in the divine foreknowledge are destined to be the subjects
of God’s heavenly kingdom, and equals of his angels...” St. Gregory of Rome
(PL 76, col. 1103)

“

Saint John Chrysostom likewise invites us to “...rejoice and be of good
cheer...” “Come, then, let us observe the Feast. For this day, the ancient
slavery is ended, the devil confounded, the demons take to flight, the power of
death is broken, paradise is unlocked, the curse is taken away, sin is removed
from us, error is driven out, truth has been brought back... heavenly way of life
has been implanted on the earth, angels communicate with men without fear,

”

and men now hold speech with angels.

He further explains: “Why is this? Because God is now on earth, and man in
heaven; on every side all things commingle. He became Flesh. He did not
become God. He was God. Wherefore, he became flesh, so that he whom
heaven did not contain, a manger would this day receive. To him, then, who
out of confusion has wrought a clear path...” (“Homily on Christmas
Morning,” PG 56, col. 385)

Finally, Saint Leo, Pope of Rome, encourages us with his words:
“Acknowledge, O Christian, the dignity that is yours. Being made a partaker of
the divine nature, do not bring any unworthy manner of living and fall back
into your former abjectness of life. Be mindful of whose head and whose body
you are a member. By the sacrament of baptism, you have become the temple
of the Holy Spirit.” (“Homily on Christmas Day,” PL 4, col.190)

Dearly beloved, let us thank God for this celebration, and let us take courage in
this feast of redemption. Let us, this year, rejoice as never before. Let us run to
the Good Shepherd and fall into his arms and be lifted up to hope and peace.
Let us gather our loved ones around us and tell and retell the wonderful good
news, the Gospel, that God has come among us to live with us and to deliver
us, so as to be made whole in his presence forever.

Christ is born! Let us glorify him!
+NATHANIEL, Archbishop
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SCRISOARE PASTORALA 2021

NASTEREA DOMNULUI SI DUMNEZEULUI SI
MANTUITORULUI NOSTRU IISUS HRISTOS

Hristos Se naste! Mariti-L!

,, Toata faptura sa se imbogateasca, sa se bucure si sa dantuiascd, ca Stapanul
tuturor a venit sa vietuiasca impreund cu robii, izbavindu-ne din stapania celui
strdin, pe noi, cei covarsiti de stricaciune”.

Canonul Inaintepraznuirii, Icosul Cantirii a treia

Preaiubiti fii duhovnicesti In Hristos:
Preacucernici si Preacuviosi Parinti, Venerabili Monahi si Monabhii,
Tubiti Credinciosi ai de Dumnezeu pazitei noastre Episcopii,

,,Dumnezeu Tatal si Domnul nostru lisus Hristos sa va daruiasca har si pace,
iar de la noi, arhieresti si parintesti binecuvantari!”

Tubiti Credinciosi,

Din nou, Dumnezeu ne-a binecuvantat s praznuim nasterea in trup a Fiului
Séu si Domnului nostru lisus Hristos. Nasterea Sa a fost vestita de la Inceputul
istoriei omenirii. Nasterea in trup a Fiului lui Dumnezeu Tatil a fost randuita
prin Fecioara Maria din Nazaret in timp real, in timpul domniei imparatului
roman Cezar Augustus. Crestinii marturisesc nasterea lui Hristos de fiecare
data cand rostesc Crezul: ,, Cred... si intr-Unul Domn lisus Hristos, Fiul lui
Dumnezeu, Unul-Nascut, Care din Tatal S-a ndascut mai inainte de toti vecii.
Lumina din Lumind, Dumnezeu adevarat din Dumnezeu adevarat, nascut, nu
facut; Cel de o fiinta cu Tatal, prin Care toate s-au facut. Care, pentru noi
oamenii §i pentru a noastrd mantuire, S-a pogorat din ceruri §i S-a intrupat
[trup S-a facut] de la Duhul Sfant si din Maria Fecioara, si S-a facut om”.

Acest eveniment este ,,inceputul mantuirii”. Venirea Domnului lisus are ca
scop lucrarea dumnezeiasca, mantuirea. El a venit pentru a desfiinta
neascultarea lui Adam si a Evei, pentru a restaura ceea ce ei pierdusera.
Infitisarea Mantuitorului Hristos ca pastorul cel bun este una cu care toti
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suntem familiarizati. Asa cum retinem din cuvintele citate, El a venit sd ne
izbaveasca din robia mortii. Asadar, aceasta nu este doar o sarbatoare anuala in
calendarul nostru crestin, ci este un act universal, atemporal al lui Dumnezeu
pentru intreaga umanitate. Pastorul cel Bun a venit sd rascumpere toatd
omenirea din toate generatiile pana la a Doua Sa Venire si restaurarea
universala.

Cuvintele incantitoare ale acestui imn al Inaintepriznuirii ne inalta inimile spre
nidejde si pace duhovniceasci. Nadejde, pentru ¢ Dumnezeu Insusi a venit pe
pamant si bate la usa inimii noastre sau, mai bine zis, loveste usor, afectuos,
precum un tatd care isi trezeste copilul din somn pentru a-i vesti un dar, acela
al iubirii. Prin venirea Sa, suntem Iincredintati ca totul este bine. Pace
duhovniceascd, pentru ca toate tulburdrile noastre, frustrarile noastre,
ingrijorarile noastre sunt inlaturate prin ridicarea noastra pe umerii Lui,
imbratisandu-ne, pentru ca ,,... a venit sa vietuiasca impreund cu robii Sai”. El
este, cu adevarat, Pastorul cel Bun si [ubitor.

Stantul Chiril ne aminteste ca: ,, Aceastd pace s-a realizat prin Hristos. Caci,
de Unul singur ne-a impdcat cu Tatal si cu Dumnezeu, luand din mijlocul
nostru vinovdtia vrajmasd, impdcand doud popoare printr-un singur om §i
unind intr-o singurd turmd pe cei din cer si pe cei de pe pamant.” (,,Ziua de
Craciun”)

O preocupare majora a omului modern este singuratatea lui. Desi este
inconjurat de numeroase imagini si persoane, aceastd singurdtate nu este
rezultatul faptului de a fi singur din punct de vedere fizic, ci aceluia de a se
simti nesigur din punct de vedere duhovnicesc de a fi vrednic de Creatorul sau.
Omul tanjeste dupd Dumnezeu, Tatal sau. Adam si Eva L-au respins pe
Creator, iar El i-a lasat singuri. Dar, fiind un Tata iubitor, El a sadit simanta
sperantei impacarii prin promisiunea venirii Fiului Sau si de a ,,vietui impreuna
cu robii Sai”.

Sfantul Apostol si Evanghelist Matei impartdseste cu noi cuvintele
Arhanghelului: ,, losife, fiul lui David, nu te teme a lua pe Maria, logodnica
ta... Ea va naste Fiu §i vei chema numele Lui: [isus, [care Tnseamna mantuitor]
caci El va mantui poporul Sau de pdacatele lor” (Mt. 1, 20-21). Aici se pune in
evidenta fagaduinta, simanta Tmpacarii.

lisus vine sa se salasluiasca printre noi si sa ne mantuiasca de pacatele noastre.
Mai mult decat atat, El ne restabileste Intr-o viatd noua si fard de sfarsit, ne
elibereaza din starea de ,striciciune”, adicd din autodistrugere. Fiind vesnic,
lisus ne daruieste darul vietii vesnice. Nasterea Sa, cu adevarat, produce
bucurie si voie buna.

Cugetand asupra imnului, ,,dantuim, pentru ca Stapanul tuturor a venit”.
Sfantul Efrem Sirul ne inaltd inimile si ne indeamna sa ne schimbam vietile
prin contemplarile sale asupra sarbatorii: ,,Aceasta este ziua care a deschis o
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poarta in slava cerului pentru rugdciunile noastre. Astazi, Domnul naturii
impotriva naturii Sale a schimbat,; sa nu ne fie lucru anevoios sa ne schimbam
vointele rele... Astizi, Dumnezeirea S-a intiparit pe Sine Insdsi in umanitate,
ca s§i umanitatea sa se intipdreasca §i sd se faca podoabd in pecetea
dumnezeirii”. (,Jmnul 1 La Nasterea Domnului”)

Acest Indemn pentru noi ne infatiseaza cd, asa cuam Dumnezeu cel Atotputernic
Si-a asumat starea noastra decdzuta, tot asa si noi ar trebui sa rdvnim sa ne
indltdm din singuratate si egocentrism la starea de a fi, in mod real, fiii si
fiicele Sale. ,,Sa fim cu luare-aminte, fratilor, ... care ... in prestiinta
dumnezeiasca suntem destinati a fi partasi imparatiei celei ceresti a lui
Dumnezeu si egali ai ingerilor Sdi...”. Sf. Grigorie al Romei (PL 76, col. 1103)

In aceeasi maniera, Sfantul Ioan Gura de Aur ne invita sa ,,... ne bucurdm si si
ne veselim...”. ,, Veniti, deci, sa praznuim Sarbatoarea. Pentru cd in aceasta zi,
robia straveche a luat sfarsit, diavolul este nimicit, demonii fug, puterea mortii
este frantda, paradisul s-a deschis, blestemul este inlaturat, pdcatul este
indepartat de la noi, greseala a fost stearsd, adevarul a fost restabilit...
viefuirea cea cereascd a fost insamantatd pe pamant, ingerii comunicd fard
teamd cu oamenii, iar oamenii acum vorbesc cu ingerii.”

El explica in continuare: ,, Cum de sunt posibile toate acestea? Pentru ca
Dumnezeu este acum pe pamant, iar omul in ceruri; din toate partile toate se
unesc. El a devenit Trup, iar nu Dumnezeu, pentru ca El era deja Dumnezeu.
De aceea S-a facut trup, pentru ca pe Cel pe Care nu L-a cuprins cerul, sa-L
primeasca astazi o iesle. Pe El, Cel care, dintr-o incurcaturd, a creat o cale
deslugita...”. (,,Omilie In dimineata de Craciun”, PG 56, col. 385)

in cele din urma, Sfantul Leon, Papa al Romei, ne Incurajeaza prin cuvintele
sale: ,,Recunoaste, crestine, vrednicia care-{i este daruita. Fiind facut partas al
naturii dumnezeiesti, nu lasa nicio faradelege sa te tarasca inapoi in viata
rusinoasa de altadata. Fii raspunzator fata de capul si trupul caruia esti
membru. Prin taina botezului, ai devenit templul Duhului Sfdant”. (,,Omilie in
ziua de Craciun”, PL 4, c0l.190)

Preaiubitilor, s dam multumire lui Dumnezeu pentru aceasta praznuire si sa
prindem curaj cu ocazia acestei sdrbdtori a mantuirii. Sa& ne bucurdm, anul
acesta, asa cum nu am facut-o niciodata. Sa alergam la Pastorul cel Bun si sa
ne aruncam in bratele Lui, pentru a fi indltati spre nadejde si pace. Sa-i
strangem pe cei dragi in jurul nostru si sd marturisim neincetat vestea cea buna
si minunata, Evanghelia, aceea cd Dumnezeu a venit in mijlocul nostru pentru
a vietui cu noi §i pentru a ne mantui, astfel incat sd devenim desavarsiti in
prezenta Lui pentru vesnicie.

Hristos Se naste! Mariti-L!

+ NATHANIEL, Arhiepiscop
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invititurile Sfintilor Pirinti

,lar luda a nascut pe Fares §i pe Zara din Tamar” (Mt. 1,3)

Evanghelistul, chiar de la primele cuvinte ale istorisirii nasterii, a
aratat ca lisus nu S-a rusinat de niciuna din slabiciunile noastre,
invatandu-ne prin asta ca noi sd nu ne rusindm de pacatele
stramosilor, ci sd cautdm un singur lucru, virtutea. Un om care cauta
virtutea nu va putea fi vatimat cu nimic, chiar daca stramosul lui a
fost de alt neam, chiar dacd a fost desfranat, chiar daca a avut alte
pacate. Dacd pe un stricat, intors pe calea cea dreapta, nu poate sa-1
faca de ras viata lui de mai inainte, cu atat mai mult nu va putea face
de rusine pacatosenia parintilor pe un om virtuos, nascut dintr-o
desfranata si dintr-o adultera.

Genealogia lui lisus nu ne instruieste numai pe noi, ci spulbera si
ingdmfarea iudeilor. Tudeii nu se ingrijeau de virtutea sufletului, dar
spuneau la tot pasul cd sunt stranepotii lui Avraam, socotind ca
virtutea stramosilor le scuza pacatele;«de aceea evanghelistul le arata,
chiar de la primele cuvinte ale Evangheliei, ca nu trebuie sa se laude
cu stramosii, ci cu faptele lor.

In afara de aceasta invatitura, evanghelistul ne mai spune si altceva;
anume ne aratd cd toti oamenil sunt pacatosi, chiar si stramosii
Domnului. Patriarhul Tuda; cel de la care iudeii isi trag numele, nu
pare cd a facut putine pacate; Tamara a stat inaintea lui si l-a acuzat de
desfranare; David a ndscut pe Solomon cu o femeie desfranati. Deci
daca de oameni mari 'n-a fost indeplinita legea, cu atat mai putin de
oameni mici; iar daca n-a fost indeplinita, inseamna ca toti oamenii au
pacatuit si deci a_fost de neaparata trebuintd venirea lui Hristos. De
aceea evanghelistul a amintit i de cei doisprezece patriarhi, ca §i prin
asta sa spulbere iardsi ingdmfarea iudeilor, care se laudau cu nobletea
stramosilor lor. Multi dintre patriarhi au fost nascuti din slujnice;
totusi nu s-a facut deosebire intre fii din pricina deosebirii de mame.
Toti au fost fara deosebire patriarhi si conducatori de semintii.

Aceasta prerogativa o are si Biserica; ea este creatoarea nobletei
noastre, modelul si 1-a luat de sus. De aceea de ai fi sclav sau liber,
aceasta nici nu te avantajeaza, nici nu te micsoreaza; biserica iti cere
un singur lucru: ce gand ai si cum ti-e sufletul.

Stantul loan Gura de Aur - Omilia I -
Talcuire la genealogia Domnului lisus Hristos

Din colectia de predici la Duminica dinaintea Nasterii Domnului - a Sfintilor
parinti dupa trup ai Mantuitorului: https://tinyurl.com/predicigenealogie
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The Sermon of His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon,
at the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy for the opening of the

Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
of the United States of America, Washington DC

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
of the United States of America convened in
person for the first time since the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic, in Washington, D.C.
October 2-5 for its 10th Anniversary Meeting.
This is the first in-person meeting presided over
by Archbishop FElpidophoros. Twenty-nine
Hierarchs participated in-person and were joined
by seven Hierarchs who participated virtually. In
their opening session, they called to mind the
losses suffered over the past year and a half, due
to the global pandemic, and offered prayers for
the continued health and recovery of the faithful
and all people.The events began on October .
2nd with a meeting of the Executive Committee. On Sunday, October 3rd,
members of the Executive Committee — Archbishop Elpidophoros (GOA),
Metropolitan Joseph (AOCA), Bishop Irinej (SOC), Metropolitan Nicolae
(ROC), Bishop Saba (GOC), Metropolitan Tikhon (OCA), and Metropolitan
Gregory (ACROD) — concelebrated the Divine Liturgy at Saint Sophia Greek
Orthodox Cathedral in Washington, D.C. This historic event was the first time
the Assembly opened with a concelebration of the heads and representatives
of the jurisdictions, fostering the bond of love and communion. The sermon
for the Second Sunday of Luke was offered by Metropolitan Tikhon. The
entire text is reproduced below:

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Your Eminences and Your Graces,
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Speaking plainly. The great Apostle Paul tells us that God has spoken to us
in many and diverse ways (Heb 1:1): through dark sayings, in parables and
riddles, in prophecy and law, and in teaching and words of wisdom. The
words that have been spoken in Scripture are given over to us in mystery,
which often requires that we, like the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:31), need a
guide in order to understand properly what they reveal to us.

However, the words of our Lord that the Evangelist Luke presents for us
today are not so. The Lord teaches us today directly, clearly, unambiguously
to love one another without distinction. The love we have for those whom we

10 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA



AUTUMN 2021 Sobla The Horald

hold near and dear is the same love we are to have for our enemies, for sinners,
for exactly and precisely those whom we do not hold near and dear.

In fact, our Lord reveals to us that we will be sons of the Most High (Lk
6:35). And here we should let this sink into our ears, our minds, and into our
hearts: we will be sons, sharing and participating in some way with the Most
High God, which constitutes something truly inexplicable, unexplainable, truly
a mystery. We will be sons of the Most High — when we love our enemies;
when we do good; when we lend; when we give, expecting nothing in return,
out of the great abundance of our riches; when we are merciful to the sinners,
the ungrateful, the selfish in exactly the same way that our Heavenly Father is.

When we do all these things, then our reward will be great in the Kingdom.
We will be accounted sons of the Most High God, the Creator of heaven and
earth, the God who summoned light out of darkness.

Having this light. These words of our Lord shine resplendently off the pages
of Luke’s Gospel. Hearing them, we are illumined by them as any light
illuminates the darkness. This light is not any light, however. It is the light that
has shone forth from the first day of creation down to our present day. It is the
light that darkness cannot overcome, because in this light we have life (Jn 1:4—
5). And it is this light, the light that enlightens the whole of creation, that
shines in our hearts and gives us the very knowledge of God in the face of
Christ, as the Apostle Paul teaches us today (2 Cor 4:6). These words of Luke
are words of life and light and knowledge, because they teach us the will of
God for us.

Needless to say, hearing, knowing, coming to understand, and then doing the
will of God is absolutely necessary for all Christians, whether clergy or lay.
There is no distinction, no mitigation, no way around this fundamental truth.
God’s will is for all His faithful. Each of us are to have our lives enlightened
by the knowledge of this will: bishops, priests, deacons, monastics, men and
women. We are to love not only those who love us, but those who hate us. We
are to be merciful to those who spurn or reject our mercy. We are to be
compassionate to those who fall into sin. We are to seek in all things and every
way to do good. Out of our abundance, our riches, our possessions, we are to
give, to lend, and to expect nothing in return.

Living by this light. As we know, this light that illumines us with the
knowledge of the will of God shines throughout creation. The rays and beams
of light fall upon rich and poor, weak and strong, the vulnerable and the
powerful—God shows no distinction. As the righteous Judge, whom we will
encounter on the last day, He shows no partiality. To each of us He will ask:
“Did you do good? Did you show mercy, compassion, and love to your
enemies, to the weak, to the ungrateful and the selfish?”” He will say: “From the
beginning of creation, when the earth was without form and void, I separated
light from darkness so that you could live by this light. I spoke by patriarchs
and prophets, and gave you the Law. I sent you My Son, who gave you
knowledge of My will.”
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What will we say in response? “Lord, I covered my eyes. I cowered in the
darkness. I preferred the shades and shadows and death to light and life.” May
it never be so! May each of us gathered today in this sacred gathering hear this
teaching, be illumined by it, and from this day, from this hour, from this very
minute, strive to love God above all else, each other as ourselves, and seek to
do God’s will in all things throughout our life.

This gathering. Our Lord has summoned us today in this our sacred and
solemn gathering to receive these words, and also to receive the very Body and
Blood of the Exalted Word. We also gather to be with one another. We have
been gathered together from this city, but also throughout this country. We
would be remiss, my brothers and sisters, if we did not start right now leading
our lives according to what has been taught to us this day. Along with love for
one other, we should offer one another forgiveness. Along with forgiveness,
we should offer one another the right hand of fellowship, in the knowledge that
if we cannot do these things here and now, we are not fulfilling the will of
God.

To my brother bishops, I offer this final word: This week as we gather in our
meetings, as we consider and discuss, as we hear reports and see presentations,
we should never lose sight, in fact we cannot lose sight — it is a matter as clear
as light and darkness, as serious as life and death — that the precious Church
of God, in which are the lives of the faithful whom God has entrusted to us as
bishops, is called to do nothing else but guide people to the knowledge of the
will of God as revealed in the Scriptures, bringing them to the sacred and
sanctifying illumination that leads to life, life that begins now and continues to
the ages of ages. Amen.

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral, October 3, 2021
https://tinyurl.com/assemblyotbishops
https://tinyurl.com/sermonmetropolitan

Multi dintre noi nu am mai venit la bisericad de cand a inceput pandemia.
Lumea se teme de moarte, ca si cum pana acum moartea n-ar fi existat din
totdeauna; ca si cum pandemia ne-ar fi preluat viata. Noi, cei care astazi
venim la bisericd, afirmdm Biserica, mai presus de orice! Voud, celor de
acasd, noi va simtim lipsa din multe puncte de vedere. Vrem sa stiti ca ne si
simtim mult mai sdraci fara voi, atat la propriu, cat si la figurat. Desigur,
tuturor, ne este dor de Biserica de alta data. Ne este dor de copiii de la Scoala
Duminicald; dar prea putini parinti mai raspund chemarii Bisericii. Ca Preot,
vorbesc Duminica si unii ma ascultd, dar ma intreb dacd ma si aude cineva.
Scriu scrisori, dar prea putini raspund. Chem mamele sa ajute sa predea
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copiilor religia, dar se pare cd ne-am abandonat menirea. Scriu pe Facebook,
dar totul se rezuma la un “Like” fara consecinte concrete. Iatd, cum prind din
nou viata cuvintele Evangheliei: “V-am céntat din fluier, dar n-ati jucat; v-am
cantat de jale, dar nu v-ati tanguit”. Biserica, ca prea multii bunici de azi, se
simte uitatd. Ma intreb: Oare de ce? Este oare pandemia si teama de moarte
mai tare decat iubirea si puterea lui Hristos?

Nu este oare firesc sa ne intrebam ce se petrece, asa, deodata, cu noi si cu
credinta noastrd? Oare uitdm cd Hristos a omorat moartea? Oare, am uitat ca
suntem poporul ales, cel nou numit cu numele Lui? Oare ne Indoim de puterea
Lui? Oare ne-am pierdut si noi directia spirituald, ca si poporul ales, ratacitor
prin pustie? Oare nu mai avem nevoie sa ne marturisim pacatele; sa ne
cuminecam?; sd ne aducem copiii la Hristos si la Biserica? Daca-i lipsim de
Dumnezeu, atunci, cdnd nu vom mai fi noi pe aici, pe ei cui 1i vom lasa? Daca
nu-i hranim acum cu Cuvantul Lui, pe ei cine-i va hrani sufleteste in pustia
unei lumi fard suflet si goale de Dumnezeu? Dar, mai ales, nu ne mai temem
oare cd trebuie sd ddm si noi socoteald: pentru apatia noastra, pentru duhul
descurajdrii caruia ne-am predat, pentru parasirea credintei si a darului lui
Hristos, biruitorul mortii? Preiubitilor, Fiul lui Dumnezeu ne spune: ,,Nu va
temeti de cei ce ucid trupul, iar sufletul nu pot sa-1 ucida” (Mr. 10,28)! Sa ne
ferim de pandemie, dar sa ne temem numai de Dumnezeu, Cel care ne da
puterea sd fim biruitori prin Fiul Sau! Ca si Hristos, vreme de trei zile,
Biserica a fost incuiata in mormant, pentru trei luni din cauza acestei pandemii.
Dar, puterea lui Dumnezeu ne-a izbdvit si pe noi, ca pe dreptul Lazar, din
mormant. A inviat Lazar si L-a slujit inca 30 de ani!

Astazi, noi suntem Lazar! Ca si aceluia, acum, Hristos ne porunceste noua,
celor credinciosi: Iesiti din letargia ucigatoare, generatd de pandemie si de
,cloclii” sau de politrucii ei! Hristos ne spune: Lasati mortii sd-si Ingroape
mortii lor! Treziti-va, sculati-va, veniti la Hristos, Biruitorul mortii, Caruia se
cuvine sd-I cantam, acum, si in veacurile ce vor veni, imnul triumfului si al
Bisericii, si asa sa-I cantam:

Hristos a inviat din morti cu moartea pe moarte calcand si celor din

morminte viata daruindu-le!

Pr. Protopop Dr. Remus Grama
Catedrala Adormirea Maicii Domnului, Cleveland
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The Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America after the Divine Liturgy at
St. Mary Romanian Orthodox Cathedral in Cleveland, OH (October 20, 2021).
Stantul Sinod al Episcopilor Bisericii Ortodoxe din America dupd savarsirea Sfintei Liturghii
la Catedrala Ortodoxa Romana Sfanta Maria din Cleveland, OH (20 octombrie, 2021).

Archbishop Nathaniel and Bishop Andrei together with Father Laurence Lazar and
Preoteasa Anita at their 50th wedding anniversary (October 17, 2021).
inaltpreasfintitul Nathaniel si Preasfintitul Andrei impreuna cu Parintele Laurence Lazar si
Preoteasa Anita la aniversarea celor 50 de ani de casatorie (17 octombrie, 2021)
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The ordination of Deacon Gheorghe Daniel Radu into the priesthood at the
Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish in Warren, MI (September 12, 2021).
Slujba hirotoniei intru preot a Diaconului Gheorghe Daniel Radu la Parohia
Pogorarea Duhului Sfant din Warren, MI (12 septembrie 2021).

The ordination of Deacon Tudor Sambeteanu into the priesthood by His Grace,
Bishop Andrei, at the Saint Mary Parish in Chelsea, MA (December 4, 2021).
Slujba hirotoniei intru preot a Diaconului Tudor Sdmbeteanu oficiata de catre
Preasfintia Sa, Episcopul Andrei, la Parohia Sfanta Maria Chelsea, MA
(4 decembrie 2021).
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The ordination of Deacon Cezar Mihai Cisloiu by Bishop Andrei at
Saint Mary Parish in Chicago, IL (November 7, 2021).
Hirotonia diaconului Cezar Mihai Cisloiu de catre Preasfintitul Episcop
Andrei la Parohia Sfanta Maria din Chicago, IL (7 noiembrie, 2021).

The faithful of Saint Mary Parish in Chicago, IL, at the Divine Liturgy for
the 110th anniversary of the Parish (November 7, 2021).
Credinciosii Parohiei Sfanta Maria din Chicago, IL, dupa Sfanta Liturghie
la aniversarea a 110 ani de la infiintarea Parohiei (7 noiembrie 2021).
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Pastoral visit at the Holy Resurrection Parish in
Hayward, CA (November 3, 2021).
Viziti pastorala la Parohia Invierea Domnului din
Hayward, CA (7 noiembrie, 2021).

The Great Vespers at the Holy Trinity Parish in Los Angeles, CA
(October 30, 2021).
Vecernia Mare la Parohia Sfanta Treime din Los Angeles, CA
(30 octombrie, 2021).
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Pastoral visit at Saint Anne Parish in
Pomona, CA (October 30, 2021).
Vizita pastorala la Parohia Sfanta Ana din
Pomona, CA (30 octombrie, 2021).

The Akathist Service at Holy Archangels Michael & Gabriel
Parish in Palm Springs, CA (October 29, 2021).
Slujba Acatistului la Parohia Sfintii Arhangheli Mihail si
Gavriil din Palm Springs, CA (29 octombrie, 2021).
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Divine Liturgy at the Monastery of the Holy Resurrection of the Lord in
Temecula, CA (October 28, 2021).
Sfanta Liturghie la Manastirea Invierea Domnului din
Temecula, CA (28 octombrie, 2021).

His Grace, Bishop Andrei, together with the clergy and faithful of the
Holy Trinity Parish at their 115th anniversary, Youngstown, OH
(November 14, 2021).

Preasfintia Sa, Episcopul Andrei, impreuna cu clerul si credinciosii
parohiei Sfanta Treime la cea de-a 115-a aniversare, Youngstown, OH
(14 noiembrie 2021).
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Retreat organized by the V. Rev. Fr. George Ursache for the
Sunday School Teachers in the Central USA Deanery, at
Holy Dormition Monastery in Rives Junction, MI (December 3-5, 2021).
Intrunire organizati de citre Preacucernicul Parinte Protopop
George Ursache pentru Profesoarele Scolilor Duminicale din cadrul
Protopopiatului Central al Statelor Unite ale Americii, la Manastirea
Adormirea Maicii Domnului din Rives Junction, MI (3-5 decembrie 2021).

Archbishop Nathaniel and Bishop Andrei, together with the clergy and
faithful of the Saints Constantine & Helen Parish, Indianapolis, IN
(November 20, 2021).

Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel si Episcopul Andrei, impreuna cu clerul si
credinciosii parohiei Sfintii imparati Constantin si Elena, Indianapolis, IN
(20 noiembrie 2021).
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Dumnezeiasca Liturghie savarsita in Kelowna, BC

in data de 18 Septembrie 2021, s-a savarsit Sfanta Liturghie si un Parastas de
obste la Misiunea Ortodoxa din Kelowna, Columbia Britanica. Incepand cu
anul 2021, Misiunea din Kelowna este afiliata Parohiei Sfanta Treime din New
Westminster, BC. Slujba a fost oficiata in spatiul inchiriat prin
bunavointa Bisericii Ortodoxe Sarbe ,,Sfantul Ilie” din Kelowna, de catre Pr.
Nicolae Lapuste, protopop pe coasta de Vest a Canadei. Raspunsurile la strana
au fost oferite de dna preoteasd Mihaela, fiica Oana-Maria, precum si de
enoriasii prezenti la Sfanta Liturghie. In cuvantul rostit la incheierea Sfintei
Liturghii, parintele Nicolae a incurajat credinciosii sd-si pastreze credinta
dreptmaritoare,  punand
nadejdea in Hristos Cel
Inviat, mai ales in aceste
vremuri incercate. Printre
organizatorii si enoriasii
de frunte din aceasta co-
munitate, se numara: dna
Gina si dl Iulian Epman,
doctorul Valentin Suciu,
fam. Dr. Covaser Florin
si Ana-Maria, dna prof.
univ. Manuela Ungurea-
nu, fam. Croiala, fam.
Cojocariu, fam Mihis si
multi altii. Acesti oameni
minunati, cu familiile lor,
sprijina existenta misiunii
de mai bine de 10 ani.
Orasul Kelowna, cu o
populatie de peste 132 de
mii de locuitori, este un N2
oras frumos si prosper, [ "ﬁ,g’ ol i i‘\“'
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asezat pe malul lacului
Okanagan, la aproxi-
mativ 400 km de Van-
couver, in cea mai
insemnatd regiune viti-
cold a provinciei British
Columbia, avand o cli-
ma semidesertica. Lacul
Okanagan, care separd
West  Kelowna  de
downtown Kelowna, are
o lungime de 135 km si
o latime de 5 km, si este
o adevarata Mare a
Galileii pe aceste melea-
guri.

Kelowna, impreuna cu localitatile limitrofe lacului Okanagan, precum:
Summerland, Peachland, Penticton si Osoyoos, reprezintd o zona de agrement
cu numeroase plaje, cautate de canadieni atat in timpul verii, cdnd temperatura
medie este de 28 Celsius / 82 Fhr, dar si in celelalte sezoane de peste an, mai
ales de catre degustatorii de vin si fructe. Nadajduim ca, prin purtarea de grija a
Domnului nostru Iisus Hristos, aceastd ,turmd mica” a lui Hristos se va
dezvolta si va fi binecuvantata intr-o buna zi cu un pastor vrednic si cu propriul
locas de rugéciune.

Pr. Dr. Protopop Nicolae Lapuste

Parohia Sfanta Treime, New Westminster, BC

KELOWNA ORTHODOX MISSION

On September 18, 2021, Fr. Nicolae Lapuste, dean of the Western Deanery of
Canada, celebrated the Divine Liturgy and a memorial service at the Orthodox
Mission in Kelowna, British Columbia, at Saint Elijah Serbian Orthodox
Church. Beginning in 2021, the Kelowna Mission has been affiliated with Holy
Trinity Parish in New Westminster, BC. Preoteasa Mihaela Lapuste, daughter
Oana-Maria, and the parishioners present offered the responses during the
services. In his homily after the Divine Liturgy, Fr. Nicolae encouraged the
faithful to keep their Orthodox faith, putting their hope in the Risen Christ,
especially in these trying times. Among the leading organizers and parishioners
in this community are the following: Mrs. Gina and Mr. Tulian Epman, Dr.
Valentin Suciu, the family of Dr. Florin and Ana-Maria Covaser, Professor
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Manuela Ungu-
reanu, the Cro-
iala family, the
Cojocariu family,
the Mihis family,
and many others.
These wonderful
people, with their
families, have
been supporting
the mission for
more than 10
years.

The city of Ke-

lowna, with a population of over 132,000 inhabitants, is a beautiful and
prosperous city located on the shores of Lake Okanagan, about 400 km from
Vancouver, in the most important wine region of British Columbia that has a
semi-desert climate. Lake Okanagan, which separates West Kelowna from
downtown Kelowna, is 135 km long and 5 km wide and is a true Sea of Galilee
in these lands. Kelowna, together with the localities bordering Okanagan Lake,
such as Summerland, Peachland, Penticton, and Osoyoos, is a recreational area
with  many beaches
sought out by Canadians
in the summer, when the
average temperature is
28 C/ 82 F, but also in
the other seasons of the
year, especially by wine
and fruit tasters. We
hope that, through the
care of our Lord Jesus
Christ, this "little flock"
of Christ will grow and
be blessed one day with
a worthy pastor and its
own place of prayer.

Rev. Dr. Dean Nicolae Lapuste
Holy Trinity Parish, New Westminster, BC
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., Ce voiti sa va facda voud oamenii, faceti-le si voi asemenea” (Luca 6, 31).

Asa ne spune Hristos in Evanghelie. Atentie, insd, sa nu pricepem acest
indemn cum nu trebuie. Sa faci celorlalti nu cum iti fac ei tie, ci cum ai vrea sa
iti faca. Sa faci tu primul binele pe care astepti sa ti-1 faca ceilalti. Chiar daca
nu ti l-au facut inca.

Ne cheama Hristos sa fim noi cei dintai care fac binele. Sa spargem gheata.
Sa nu asteptam sa raspundem cu binele nostru la un bine facut de aproapele
nostru, ca la o tranzactie, ci sa facem binele sperand, dar nu si asteptand
neaparat, ca acesta sa fie rasplatit cu un alt bine. Fii bun, caci doar asa 1l silesti
pe cel de langa tine sa fie bun. Sau macar s fie politicos, daca nu poate fi bun.
Sau macar sa nu fie rau. E si asta ceva. Ag numi aceasta initiativa a binelui un
leadership spiritual.

Cunoastem o vorba veche roméaneasca: Esti om cu mine, sunt om cu tine. Ea
pare sa spund sa te porti frumos cu cei care se poartd frumos cu tine. Cu cei
care meritd. Dar nu pot sd accept acest inteles limitat, interesat al facerii de
bine. Pentru a nu fi inteleasa incomplet, vorba ar trebui respusa asa: sunt om cu
tine, chiar daca tu nu vei fi om cu mine.

Ne grabim sa judecdm. Ni se pare de multe ori cd amicul ne-a Intors capul,
s-a uitat nu-stiu-cum, a zis nu-stiu-ce si gata, dezbinarea e ca si implinitd. Din
acel moment, ne purtim la fel cu el. Doar el a inceput! il evitam, il ignoram si
il pierdem ca prieten. Totul, de la ceva ce ni s-a parut ca a zis ori a facut.

Invatitura evanghelica, insa, este alta, una care ne raneste putin orgoliul: d,
fara sa astepti sa primesti. Fa bine, fard garantia rasplatii imediate. Fa ca
Dumnezeu, care da din destul, din belsug. Cu mana larga. Domneste. El nu
pune masd, el face ospat. Sa ne purtdm cu cineva mai bine decat ar merita (si
de unde stim noi cine si cat meritd ?). S avem noblete 1n suflet. Sa nu facem
fapte bune contabiliceste, masurate atent in balanta (Cum mi-a dat el, ii dau si
eu).

Totul incepe de la sinceritate. Si de la smerenie. Cum spuneau versurile
Pasarii colibri: ,, Peste tot atarna greu / Teama de sinceritate / Sa-ncercam sa
facem noi / Un oras fard pdcate”. E usor sa dai vina pe altul, ca si cum din
cauza lui nu poti fii tu om bun.

Da: sunt printre noi si oameni rai, nepasatori si egoisti. Si ar fi bine sa ne
pazim de ei. Dar nu renuntand la a fi buni. Sau, macar, omenosi. Sau, daca nici
asta nu se poate, macar politicosi. Raspunzénd, in schimb, raului cu rau si
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indiferentei cu indiferenta, nu facem decat sa adaugam la populatia pamantului
incd un om rau, nepasator si egoist: pe noi insine.

Avem nevoie sa Invatam respectul reciproc. Nu e un lucru usor, dar este
necesar in mediul multicultural si multireligios In care trdim. Sa respectam,
adica, parerea omului de 1anga noi, chiar daca nu e si parerea noastrd. Un om e
mai mult decat o parere.

Alegerile semenilor nostri sunt de multe ori diferite de ale noastre. Unele
sunt gresite. Dar suntem noi siguri ca ale noastre sunt cele corecte? Aceasta
este calea smereniei: sa accepti ca si tu poti gresi, nu numai aproapele tau.

Pandemia aceasta a tot incercat sd ne divizeze, prin parerile diferite despre
virus, vaccinuri si celelalte. Si ar fi aiurea sa iesim din aceastd perioada dificila
neatinsi de virus, dar plini de dezbinare intre noi. Pandemia medicald ne-a
distantat la doi metri, dar dezbinarea ne poate distanta la doua mii.

Noi, romanii, suntem oameni mandri. Avem si cu ce. Venim dintr-un neam
de viteji, oameni cu coloana vertebrala si gandire dintr-o bucatd. Nu ne lasam
dusi de nas sau calcati in picioare. Dar dacd mandria ca popor ne-a folosit peste
secole, mandria individuald ne poate aduce mari deservicii. Cand ni se da un
sfat, nu trebuie sa il refuzam din orgoliu (ma invata el pe mine?). Cand ni se
face o criticd constructiva, nu trebuie sd ne suparam (ia uite cine vorbeste!).
Cand ni se dovedeste ca parerea pe care o sustinem e gresitd, s nu ne
incapatanam sa o pastram.

Mandria sta in calea progresului spiritual. Un om care e convins ca stie totul
si nu greseste in nimic, acela nu evolueaza ca om si crestin. Sa ne amintim cu
sinceritate cat de necrutatori suntem cu greselile celorlalti (baiat bun, dar sa
vezi ce magarie mi-a facut!) si cat de ingaduitori cu ale noastre (ei, mai gresesc
si eu!). Mandria te Tmpiedica sa accepti ca sunt altii mai buni decat tine sau sa
le asculti sfaturile. 4 closed mind is an empty mind, zice un proverb american.

Mai sunt incd oameni care gandesc si traiesc frumos. Acestia sunt adevaratii
lideri spirituali, care nu posteaza acid pe facebook si nu devin virali pe tik-tok.
Nu sunt in mod necesar nici influenceri, nici blogari si nici instagrameri, asa
cum am putut vedea aparand in aceastd perioada in medii online, ca ciupercile
dupa ploaie.

Adevaratii lideri spirituali sunt discreti. Sunt, ca si Sfintii Parinti, oameni ai
vremii lor si ai comunitatii lor. S-ar putea sa 1i gasiti si pe internet, dar nu
acesta este locul lor principal de activitate. Ei trdiesc intdi si apoi vorbesc.
Céand au ceva de spus. Cand vorba lor e mai utila decat tacerea lor. Cum
spunea un sfant parinte, care ticea cand uceniii 1i ceruserd un sfat: dacd nu
inveti nimic din tdcerea mea, nu vei invata nici din vorbele mele.
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Cautati-i pe acesti parinti spirituali! S-ar putea sd fie mai aproape decat
credeti, chiar in biserica voastrd de cartier. Ei vor ramaéne chiar si cand
pandemia va trece si influencerii online vor cadea in uitare. Pentru ca, asa
cum canta aceeasi Pasare colibri: , Ploaia care va veni / Le va potopi pe
toate”.

Iar dupa ploaie va rasari soarele. Asa cum a facut dintotdeauna.

Diacon Nicolae Marinescu
Catedrala Bunavestire, Montreal

T A T A

When seminarian Brad Given
first got involved with prison
ministry this year, he found he
had to “deprogram” the idea he
had about prisoners that he
received from the media. “Media
portrayals are understandably
very negative because someone
may commit a crime and is
unrepentant,” says Given who is
a third-year student at St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary. “But I
was surprised to discover that they were just people dealing with people’s
problems and that often they were concerned about changing their lives.”

Given’s experience with prison ministry began with a pastoral ministry class
at St. Tikhon’s that was co-taught by Fr. John Kowalczyk, a veteran prison
chaplain who serves on the board of trustees of Orthodox Christian Prison
Ministry (OCPM). Given learned from Fr. John how to develop ministerial
presence and sensitivity, and that the greatest ministerial tool is active
listening. “Being able to sit with someone and really understand what they are

saying and to give them an actual response as opposed to a reaction,” says
Given.

Armed with that instruction, Given and his classmates participated in eight
Zoom meetings with four prisoners from a facility in Pennsylvania called SCI
Waymart. They met by Zoom due to Covid restrictions on in-person meetings.
Most of the prisoners had had some contact with OCPM, including receiving
their instructional courses and books. Some were familiar with Orthodoxy;
others were completely new to it.

26 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA



AUTUMN 2021 Sobla The Horald

The inmates would talk about their week and what they were going through,
but especially about their concerns for their families. “For me, that has been
one of the heart-softening things in this experience,” says Given. “They were
constrained in how they can deal with them, and of course, Covid created even
more of a strain.”

Given says that along with active listening, he tried to share with the
prisoners the tools he used in his life to cope with his own concerns such as
prayer. He also used the stories of the saints to help the inmates deal with
anger, fear, and sorrow.

“I think what was really impactful for me is that every single prisoner I spoke
with wanted to be a better person than they were yesterday,” says Given.
“They know it is a slow process but they are getting better, and they are taking
steps to get there.”

He is hoping to be one of the seminarians who will accompany Fr. John into
SCI Waymart this fall when in-person visitation is allowed again at the facility.

Given, who is on track to be ordained to the priesthood and will graduate in
2022, says he was particularly touched by one inmate who had lost a family
member and who was ministered to by Fr. John. “Fr. John’s presence in being
Christ in that moment to that person is what I think I will try and keep in mind
in every interaction I have in my own ministry,” says Given. “It is easy to get
wrapped up in my own life and what I have to do to get through the day to an
imaginary endpoint. I realize now that the endpoint is always the person in
front of you.”

For more information on Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry, go to
www.theocpm.org.

ASNONGNON SIS

FINANCIAL REPORT
EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS

Dan Miclau, Strongsville, OH ........cccooeiiiiiirieiiiieeiee e $500.00
John Santeiu, Jr, Garden City, ML.......ccccoeueiriririniriiiieeeieieiee et $500.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Alin Munteanu, Anaheim, CA..........cccoeoveiuieeieeieeeeeieereere e $107.32
Silvia Costea, NOrthVille, MI.........c.ooiiiiiiiiiiiieeiecreeee ettt easennenes $100.00
George & Evie Dobrin, Blacklick, OH .......cc.covevieiniinininieincineiccnceecseeesieeeceeee $100.00
GENERAL DONATIONS

CeNLAl DIBANETY ......veiniieieteiiieieieitte ettt ettt bbbttt b ettt b b ebean $2,849.00
(Purged account proceeds)

St Mary, Chicago, IL ......c.coiiieieiiiiiieiei ettt $1,000.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)

St Anne, Claremont, CA ..........cooovivueerierieieeeeeeteeee et e ee et et eteeteeseete e eraesseeseeseereessensenes $500.00

(Hierarch Travel Expense)
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St Mary, ANaReim, CA ........c.coiviiieiieieieieieeee ettt b et es e s saeneenas $500.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA........ccoceviririniiieienesesieeeeteeeee e $500.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Sacramento, CA ..........ccoveeeiveeeiiee e e $500.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)
St Athanasius, AUTOTa, L .........cccviiiiiiioiecrieeeceee ettt et et eaeeereeeaeeeeeeaeeeeeaeeaes $400.00
(Central Deanery Support 2021)
St Mary, Chicago, IL .....c.coerieuirieieiieieeeieeieeet ettt ettt bttt ss s saeneenas $400.00
(Central Deanery Support 2021)
Mihail & Ioana Mihailescu, Decatur, IL ...........coooviiiiiiiiiiiiieececee e $300.00
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH ..........cccooeieiieinieirierietesie et sieeeve et snenees $250.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)
St Thomas, St LOUIS, MO .....cuiioiiiieiicieeceeeeteeeee ettt ettt ettt et eneeeaseaseaeenes $250.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)
V Rev Fr & Psa Ioan Cozma, New YOrk, NY .....cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiceceee e $200.00
(Hierarch Travel Expense)
Victoria Iordache, Las Vegas, NV ..o $100.00
Calin & Aurora Nema, Naples, FL ......ooooiiiiiiiiieeeee e $100.00
Florence Westerfield, Warren, MI...........cc..cooiviiiiiiiiiiiiicee e $65.00
Marcella Bourean, Warren, MI
MEMORIAM
National ARFORA ......cooiiioiieieieteeetese ettt ettt ettt st et ess e b e ssesbessaesnenean $100.00
(IMO Esther Pora)
2021 EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL .......coceceriiiriirinieiricieceetetee ettt $18,730.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI.........cccoccoeiniiienininineinicieeneencenceieeeee $10,215.00
St Nicholas, ATHANCE, OH...........ccooiiviiieiereeeeceiete ettt ee ettt eveeae e s saeereens $1,900.00
VATRA GENERATIONS
AATIOTLYITIOUS ..evvveventenietentetesteseetentesesesesteneesesseseesantesensesessensesesseneesenseseaseneesensesesseneeseneas $5,000.00
Three Holy Hierarchs, Mountlake Terrace, WA .........cccooeririnirieieneneneseeieeeeeeeene $5,000.00
Holy Dormition Monastery, Rives Junction, MI..........ccccceevevinirinieneneneneeieeeene $3,000.00
St George Cathedral, Southfield, ML.........ccccocoviiiriiiiieieneeeeeeeseee e $2,500.00
Annunciation Cathedral, Montreal, QC ...........cccceevuiiiiiiiieiieeeceeseeeee e $1,500.00
ANONYMOUS ..o .$1,000.00
Flora de Mintich, Mississauga, ON ..$1,000.00
(IMO John de Mintich)
John Santeiu Jr, Garden City, MI.......ccoocoiiiiiiiiiiiieiieieeee e $1,000.00
Holy Nativity, ChiCago, IL .......cceoirueieuinieieieieieieeeie ettt eve e nene $1,000.00
St Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT .......ccooivieirieienesieeiese ettt $1,000.00
St John the Baptizer, Glendale, AZ...........ccoviriririiieenenereeieeeee st $1,000.00
St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH ...........ccooiiiiriniiieieecceeeeee e $1,000.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY .......cccovieiiiienininieieieiesieseeeeeeeeeneene $1,000.00
Doina Gonci, Old Lyme, CT .....ccoovevvieiriins ....$500.00
Elena Oprean & Oana M Sandru, La Grange, IL .......c.ccoceviiiinininienenieeieeseeeseene $500.00
(IMO Traian & Maria Lascu)
St Mary, St Paul, MIN .......oiiiiiieieiiieeeeeet ettt eae et enas $500.00
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC.........cccooiririiienieniere sttt $300.00
George Cantor, Westlake, OH .......ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiee e $250.00
AATIOTIYITIOUS ...vuveveaeentetentetetesteteseesesesteteseesesteneesenees e sese et eneesesseneesansesesaneesensesesseneesensenens $207.00
Mihai & Mihaela Sadean, Lake Grove, NY .......coooiiiiiiiiiiiieiiececee e $200.00
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Carol & Albert Schweitzer, San Diego, CA.........ccceviriririeiiienerereeieee e $200.00
Robert A Mitchell, Southfield, MI..........ccoooiiiiiiiiieieie e $150.00
ANONYIMOUS ..ovvveneneeieeereseeeeeieneeeeeene e .$129.00
Radu & Rachel Chebeleu, North Wales, PA...... .$100.00
Costache & Aurica Digeratu, Philadelphia, PA . .$100.00
Petrina Dawson, LOVEISVILIE, VA ....c.oiiiiiiiiee e $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Gabriel Popa, ColleyVille, TX ......cccooeririeiiieniinereeieeeeeseesiesieene $100.00
Virgil Merca, Laval, QC .........ccoruiiriieieieieieieeee ettt ese e se s $96.02
AATIOTLYITIOUS ..evnvveeteuietenteteetentetesteseateseeseaesessenteseseseeseneeseseneesensesesseneesansesenseneesensenesseneasan $57.00
Florence Churilla, Grand Rapids, MI..........cccooiiiiriiiiiininereeieeese e $50.00
(IMO Esther Churilla)

Elena Alina GREorhe. .. ...cc.eveuirieieiiieiceie ettt sttt ebe e ebe s $50.00

VATRA GENERATIONS
IMO Traian Moga

Dykema-Gossett PLLC, Bloomfield Hills, ML......c.coccoeiriineininiiiniciicrceneieceee $250.00
Radu & Adriana Comsa, Plymouth, MI.........ccoccvieiniinininiiineininieenciecseeeneeeceieee $100.00
Guy & Roberta Brousseau, Roseville, MLL.........coccirivininiineinincinicieceeneiecnneene $100.00
Mary Ann Brousseau, Clnton TWp, MI ........cccoeveininniniiineineneeneieicseeesieeeeneieee $100.00
Ken Ramon, Barrington, IL .................... .$100.00

Michael & Donna Sobier, Livonia, MI

Florence Churilla, Grand Rapids, MI... ...$50.00
Deborah Gross, St Louis, MO....... ...$50.00
Nancy Regets, Brighton, MI............. ...$50.00
Lynda & Mark Ritchie, Northville, MI........ccoooeiriiniiiiieeiiieeceeeeee e $50.00
Pamela Strzempka, Allen Park, MI........c.ccoeiriiiniiininiineiecceetecec et $50.00
Patricia & Jerry Woolum, Southgate, ML..........cccoeoiviniininininiiineinccneeesceeeene $50.00
Chuck & Sharon Newman, Ann Arbor, MI.........cccoooviiiieiieiiciieecreeeieeeeeeee e $35.00
MY GALATANL......c.eevtieieiieteteeeetet ettt b ettt bbbttt s et e b b s e eaenene $20.00
Deborah Mallord, Dearborn Heights, MI.......c..cccoeoiriniininininiiineincicenceeeseeeieeeens $20.00
GUS TUIZA cvvvvieieeietiiete et ettt ettt et te et e seebe b e sebe st ese s eseebeseetebeseesassesessessesessesesseseesassesens $10.00
2021 CONGRESS DONATIONS
Holy Trinity, Los ANZELes, CA.....coouiieueuiiririeieiisieiet ettt $1,500.00

St John the Baptist, Kitchener, ON
DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN ASSISTANCE
(1.O.C.C. Hurricane Ida Appeal)

$175.00

Three Holy Hierarchs, Mountlake Terrace, WA .........cccooererinirieieneneseseeieeeeeene $5,000.00
Sts Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, MI .. .$995.00
St Mary, Portland, OR .........cccoouenee .$950.00
St Mary, ChicagO, IL .....c.couirieuirieieieieieeieceieeett ettt b et ee e s saeneenas $845.00
Sts Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN .........ccccocerviririiienienenincneeieeeee s $760.00
St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH ........c.ccocoooiiiiiinininieeeeeseceeeeee e $743.00
Holy Cross, AleXandria, VA ........cccocecieirieieieieierieiieiesiete ettt ese e sene e sneneees $700.00
St Mary, St Paul, MIN L......oiiiiiieieiieeeeeeee ettt be et se st neenas $670.00
Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA ........cccooiiiiieiiininereneeeee et $620.00
St Dimitrie, Frederick, CO............ .$600.00
St John the Baptist, Woonsocket, RI. .$600.00
St Athanasius, Aurora, IL ............. .$573.00
St ANnNe, POMONA, CA.......ooviieiieeeeceeeceeeeeeeeeee ettt ettt eaeeeaeeeaeeenaeeteeaseneenes $500.00
Holy Annunciation, Montreal, QC..........cccoriiierieriinininieeieieestese e $500.00
St Andrew, Potomac, MDD .........cccooouiiiiiieeerieeeeeee ettt eae et eeree e eteeae e eae s $500.00
Holy Trinity, Los ANZELES, CA.......oeiieuiieieieieieieiieieseere sttt ese e sene e snenees $500.00
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Sts Constantine & Helen, Lilburn, GA ........cc.oooooviiiiiiiioiee e $500.00
St JOhN, GIENAAIE, AZ.......c.eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt ettt e e e eaeeeaeeteeaseaeeaes $460.00
St George Cathedral, Regina, SK (CF). ....$400.00
St Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA .... ....$400.00
St Mary, Colleyville, TX .......cccocevnenen ....$400.00
Sts Peter & Paul, Quebec, QU ......oouiiiiiiiieieieiieete et $381.94
Holy Trinity, Vancouver, BC.........cccooiiiiiiiiiiieeseeeesee e $350.00
St Mary, Chelsea, MA ................ ....$320.00
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH .. ....$317.00
St Andrew, McKees Rocks, PA ..... ....$300.00
St John the Baptist, Charlotte, NC .........cccooviiiiiiririinereeeeeee et $300.00
St Luke, Markham, ON .........c.oooiiiiiiiiiiictieeeeeee ettt ettt eaee e eneeaeeaeenes $300.00
Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA ........... ....$270.00
St George Cathedral, Southfield, ML..... ....$270.00
St Joseph the Merciful, Montreal, QC ...... ....$250.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Sacramento, CA ...........coeeeevieeiiee e eeee e $250.00
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC.........ccooiriririenienienenieeieeeeete et $222.45

St Dumitru, New York, NY .... ...$200.00

St Elias, Ellwood City, PA.. ....$200.00
St Mary, Laval, QC............. ....$200.00
Holy Cross, London, ON .........cccccirerieirieieieieienieteeiestesesteeeseessessesesseeesesseneesaneesensenenes $155.62
Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI..........cccoociiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeseee e $150.00
Holy Transfiguration, Manchester, CT . .$130.00
Jacquelyn M Kauffman, Hubbard, OH ..........cccooiviiiiiininineeeeeee e $50.00
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP - CAMPUS MINISTRY
St Mary, ChIiCag0, IL ......c.coiriiieueiiiieieieeiete ettt $562.00
St Mary, St Paul, MIN ..ottt $300.00

Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA... ....$250.00

Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA... ....$235.00
Holy Trinity, North Vancouver, BC .. ....$200.00
St Athanasius, AUTOTa, IL .........c.ccvovvivviiiiieieeeeeeee et ettt er et eseeaeere e ennenes $138.00
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH ........ccccccoeiriininieiniinenieenetsieeee et eieneneee $115.00

RIS

A.R.F.O.R.A. Martha Gavrila Graduate Scholarship

Joanna Tatomir, the daughter of George and Joy Tatomir
of Ypsilanti, Michigan, is the recipient of a $1,000
ARFORA Martha Gavrila Graduate Scholarship. She is a
member of St. George Romanian Orthodox Cathedral in
Southfield, MI. Joanna is attending Michigan
State University, in East Lansing, MI, where she is
studying at the College of Veterinary Medicine for a
DVM degree. She have been an active member of the
Cathedral in Southfield. Prior to the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, she
participated in the Cathedral Choir and in the Orthodox Choir of Metropolitan
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Detroit. Joanna also participated as a dancer in the Cathedral’s Romanian folk
dancing group “Tricolorul Detroit,” and she is also Vice-President of the
Cathedral’s Ladies Auxiliary and has served on the Parish Council for the past
three years. Joanna serves as a member of the ARFORA National Board
where she is the Chair of the Communications and Website Committee. At the
University of Michigan, Joanna received the Foreign Language and Area
Studies Fellowship in order to study Southeast Asian dance, culture, language
and music. She also received a Global Health Studies Fellowship in support of
her interests in global health issues affecting migrant women in the pan-
Pacific diaspora. Joanna hopes to utilize her degree in veterinary medicine and
research to develop new treatment modalities for exotic animals such as
guinea pigs, rabbits, reptiles and lizards. In particular, she will work towards
developing holistic approaches to cancer treatment in companion animals.
A.R.F.O.R.A. congratulates Joanna on her outstanding achievements.

CORRECTION: The Summer 2021 issue of Solia (pp.20-21) included two
previous scholarship recipients (Josiah John Goga and Anne Elizabeth Holan)
by mistake. There were only two Goldy-Gemu Scholarship recipients for
2021: Emily Maia Ripper and Andreea Ursu. Please forgive the error.
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THANK YOU, CONTRIBUTORS TO THE COLLECTION
FOR VICTIMS OF HURRICANE IDA

During September and October 2021, His Eminence Archbishop
Nathaniel appealed to the parishes of the Episcopate to take
special collections to assist those who suffered the effects of
Hurricane Ida. The Episcopate received a total of $24,072.28
which was distributed to victims of the hurricane and to
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) to help those
who were impacted by the storm. May God bless you for
responding to the appeal with your generous donations!
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This phase of the project includes:

1. removing all of the original exterior
wooden shingles;
2. rewiring the building with modern
electrical wiring;
3. adding insulation to the exterior walls;
4. replacing the exterior shingles with
durable shingle-look cement board siding;

5. reconstructing the three remaining @ETEETE!“"“
porches. A m—
$492,142.72
Collected as of
November 30,

2021

Thank you for your support!
Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Craciun fericit si La Multi Ani!
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