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RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
Christ is risen! Truly, He is risen!

Then Abraham said to the rich man, “If your brothers will not listen to Moses
or to the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone should rise from
the dead.” Luke 16:31

Beloved Spiritual Children in Christ:
Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics and Devout Faithful of our God-
protected Episcopate:

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace, and
from us, hierarchal blessings!

Dearly Beloved in our Risen Lord:

In the Book of Genesis, we hear that God created everything and that
everything was good, and that the creation of man was very good. The
Creator’s love for mankind was and is ever such, and even though we, His
children, choose to turn our backs toward Him, He never turns away from us.
Today, we are celebrating God’s unending love for us, the promise of our
salvation. It is the turning point in human history. Saint John Chrysostom
reminds us: “Today Christ liberated the nature of man from the tyranny of the
devil and restored it to its previous nobility” (A Homily on the Holy Pascha).

Not all mankind has responded nor responds to this divine invitation to
eternal restoration with our Creator. Our Lord, Himself, authored those
statements in the parable of “The Rich Man and Lazarus.” He reminded His
audience, and us, that through the ages, God has, in many ways, shown and
revealed His unconditional love. Humanity, however, is skeptical of such all-
embracing love even though it has been made known to all by Christ’s cross
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and grave on our behalf. Jesus tells us that to believe in Him and in His
resurrection is a matter of choice, free will.

This liberating action of God began when Adam and Eve, after having rejected
Him as their source of life, became shackled with death. Saint Romanos sings:
“Overcome by love, [God] came into the world to seek His creature who had
wandered. He makes the search. He is made flesh from his mother whom He
cleansed ... and sanctified...” (‘The Life and Resurrection’ Kontakia from “On
the Resurrection IV”).

We, like the “Rich Man”, have also been informed, so we have no excuse not
to believe. Each Sunday during the Great Paschal Fast, we celebrate the Divine
Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great in which we also are reminded of the Lord’s
parable in this prayer of the Anaphora:
“You did not forget the work of Your hands. Through the tender
compassion of Your mercy, You visited him in various ways: You sent
the prophets; You performed mighty works by Your saints, who in
every generation were well-pleasing to You; You spoke to us by the
mouth of Your servants the prophets, foretelling to us the salvation
which was to come; You gave us the law as a help; You appointed
angels as guardians. And when the fullness of time had come, You
spoke to us through Your Son Himself, by Whom You also made the
ages” (St. John Chrysostom, Baptismal Instructions).

The Father spoke to us; He sent His Son, our Redeemer, Jesus Christ with the
original invitation to eternal life. Are we impatient? Listen again to St. John
Chrysostom: “Are we only dying with the Master and are we only sharing in
His sadness? ... let me say that sharing the Master's death is no sadness. Only
wait a little and you shall see yourself sharing in His benefits. 'For if we have
died with Him,' says St. Paul, ‘we believe that we shall also live together with

rn

Him’.” (Baptismal Instructions)

To whom are these words addressed unless to all humanity, to us. How have
we died with Christ? Were you baptized? Then you were buried in the waters
as Christ was buried in the tomb. Did you come out of the waters? Then you
resurrected as a prototype of his resurrection. St. John Chrysostom
continues: “For in baptism there are both burial and resurrection together at
the same time. He who is baptized puts off the old man, takes the new and
rises up, just as Christ has arisen through the glory of the Father.” (Baptismal
Instructions)

Belief in the resurrection must shape our decisions; therefore, we must “Put
off the old person.” Saint Cyril of Jerusalem warns us: “He who believes that
his body shall remain to rise again, is careful of his robe [that is, his body], and
defiles it not with fornication; but he who disbelieves the Resurrection, gives

4 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA



SPRING 2022 Sobla The Horald

himself to fornication, and misuses his own body...” [Catechetical Lectures:
Lecture 18, no. 1].

The rich man in the parable said he knew of Moses and the prophets;
nevertheless, he did not live as though there was a resurrection unto
judgement. Thus, our response to the promise of blessed resurrection, of
unending existence, must be the basis for our life-long actions. “He who has
raised Him from the dead will raise us also, provided we do His will, make His
commandments our rule of life, and love what He loves; if we abstain from
every kind of wrongdoing, avarice, love of money, slander, and false
testimony ...” (St. Polycarp, Epistle to the Philippians in The Didache).

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem further enlightens us:

“We shall be raised therefore, all with our bodies eternal, but not all
with bodies alike: for if a man is righteous, he will receive a heavenly
body, that he may be able worthily to hold converse with angels; but
if a man is a sinner, he shall receive an eternal body, fitted to endure
the penalties of sins... God will assign this portion to either company;
for we do nothing without the body. We blaspheme with the mouth,
and with the mouth we pray. With the body we commit fornication,
and with the body we keep chastity. With the hands we rob, and by
the hand we bestow alms, and the rest in like manner. Since then, the
body has been our minister in all things, it shall also share with us in
the future the fruits of the past.”

(Catechetical Lectures: Lecture 18, no. 19)

Likewise, St. John Chrysostom renews our hope: “Were there not the
Resurrection, then how could the truth of God have been preserved, when so
many evil people flourish and so many good ones suffer and end their lives in
suffering? Where do all of these people receive their just reward, if there is no
Resurrection?”

“True life on earth indeed begins from the Resurrection of the Savior,
for it does not end in death. Without the Resurrection of Christ,
human life is nothing else but a gradual dying which finally inevitably
ends in death. Real, true life is that life which does not end in death.
And such a life became possible on earth only with the Resurrection
of the Lord Christ, the God-man. Life is real life only in God, for it is a
holy life and by virtue of this an immortal life” (Father (St.) Justin
Popovich, Orthodox Faith and Life in Christ).

Dearly Beloved, we have heard what encouragement the holy Fathers offer
us, the Orthodox, right-believing Christians, to live the few years on this earth
in such a way as to be ready for the unending life to come in the eternal
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resurrection of the body. This is what we are celebrating today: a new birth,
and eternal life, conversation with our Creator, Savior, and Sanctifier.

Let us learn from our Lord’s parable, for we too had Moses and the prophets;
but above all, we have the reality that our Lord Jesus Christ died and was
buried and rose on the third day as Scripture says, and we with Moses and the
prophets and apostles and saints together with the heavenly hosts confess
and cry out: Christ is risen! Truly, he is risen!

N athone:

+NATHANIEL
By the Mercy of God, Archbishop of Detroit
and the Romanian Episcopate of America and Canada

Scrisoare Pastorali la invierea Domnului 2022

INVIEREA DOMNULUI S| DUMNEZEULUI $| MANTUITORULUI NOSTRU
1ISUS HRISTOS

Hristos a nviat! Adevarat a inviat!

,Sii-a zis Avraam: Dacd nu ascultd de Moise si de prooroci, nu vor crede nici
dacd ar invia cineva dintre morti”. (Luca 16,31)

Preaiubiti fii duhovnicesti in Hristos:
Preacucernici si Preacuviosi Parinti, Venerabili Monahi si Monahii, lubiti
Credinciosi ai de Dumnezeu pazitei noastre Episcopii:

,Dumnezeu Tatdl si Domnul nostru lisus Hristos sd va ddruiascd har si pace,

17

iar de la noi, arhieresti si pdrintesti binecuvantdri
lubiti Credinciosi in Domnul nostru Cel inviat:

in Cartea Facerii, citim cd Dumnezeu a creat totul si ca tot ceea ce a creat a
fost bun, iar crearea omului a fost una foarte buna. Dragostea Creatorului
pentru omenire a fost si este intotdeauna in acest fel si, desi noi, copiii Sai, I
respingem, El nu se indeparteaza niciodata de noi. Astazi, sarbatorim iubirea
nesfarsita a lui Dumnezeu pentru noi, promisiunea mantuirii noastre. Aceasta
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reprezinta punctul de cotitura din istoria omenirii. Sfantul loan Gura de Aur ne
aminteste ca: ,Astdzi, Hristos a eliberat firea omului de tirania diavolului si a
restabilit-o la frumusetea ei anterioard” (Omilie la Sfintele Pasti).

Nu toata omenirea a raspuns si nici nu raspunde la aceasta invitatie
dumnezeiasca privind restaurarea vesnica impreuna cu Creatorul nostru.
fnsusi Domnul nostru a rostit aceste lucruri in pilda ,,Omului bogat si a
saracului Lazar”. El a reamintit multimilor, dar si noua, ca de-a lungul
veacurilor, Dumnezeu Si-a aratat si Si-a manifestat, Tn multe feluri, dragostea
Sa neconditionatd. Cu toate acestea, omenirea este sceptica cu privire la o
astfel de iubire atotcuprinzatoare, chiar daca a fost impartasita tuturor prin
crucea si mormantul lui Hristos in numele nostru. lisus ne spune ca a crede in

El si in invierea Sa este o chestiune de alegere, de liber arbitru.

Aceasta actiune eliberatoare a lui Dumnezeu a inceput atunci cand Adam si
Eva, dupa ce L-au respins ca sursa lor de viata, au fost incatusati de catre
moarte. Sfantul Roman compune in felul urmator: ,Coplesit de iubire,
[Dumnezeu] a venit in lume sd caute fdptura Sa care se rdtdcise. El este Cel
care infdptuieste cdutarea. S-a fdcut trup din mama sa pe care a curdtit-o... si
pe care a sfintit-o...” (,,Viata si Invierea”, Condac din ,,Despre inviere IV”).

Si noi, la fel ca ,,Omul Bogat”, am fost instiintati, asa ca nu avem nicio scuza sa
nu credem. in fiecare duminicd, in timpul Postului Mare, sdvarsim Sfanta
Liturghie a Sfantului Vasile cel Mare in care ni se aminteste de pilda Domnului
in aceasta rugaciune a Anaforalei:
,N-ai uitat lucrul mdinilor Tale, ci, in multe chipuri, I-ai cercetat intru
Indurdrile milei Tale: prooroci ai trimis, minuni ai facut prin sfintii Tdi,
care au bineplacut Tie, din fiecare neam; grditu-ne-ai noud prin gura
proorocilor, slujitorii Tdi, mai inainte vestindu-ne mdntuirea ce avea
sd fie; Lege ne-ai dat spre ajutor; ingeri ai pus pdzitori. lar cdnd a
venit plinirea vremii, ne-ai grdit noud prin fnsusi Fiul Téu, prin Care si
veacurile le-ai facut” (Liturghia Sfantului Vasile cel Mare).

Dumnezeu Tatal este Cel care ne-a vorbit; El L-a trimis pe Fiul Sau,
Rascumparatorul nostru, lisus Hristos, cu chemarea initiala la viata vesnica.
Suntem nerabdatori? Atunci sa ascultam din nou cuvintele Sfantului loan Gura
de Aur: ,,Doar murim impreund cu Domnul si ne impdrtdsim doar de tristetea
Lui? ... permite-mi sd-ti spun cd impdrtdsirea mortii Domnului nu este tristete.
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Asteaptd doar putin si te vei vedea impdrtdsind cdstingul Sau. «Cdci dacd am
murit impreund cu EI”, spune Sfantul Pavel, ,,credem cd vom si trai impreund
cu El»” (Cateheze baptismale).

Cui sunt adresate aceste cuvinte, daca nu fintregii omeniri, adica noua,
tuturor. Cum am murit impreuna cu Hristos? Ati fost botezati? Atunci ati fost
ingropati in ape, asa cum a fost ingropat Hristos in mormant. Ati iesit din ape?
Atunci ati Tnviat ca prototip al invierii Sale. Sfantul loan Gura de Aur continua:
,Cdci in botez se afld si inmormdntarea si invierea Tmpreund, in acelasi timp.
Cel ce este botezat, leapddd pe cel vechi, il ia pe cel nou si invie, tot asa cum
Hristos a inviat prin slava Tatdlui” (Cateheze baptismale).

Credinta in inviere trebuie sa ne modeleze deciziile; prin urmare, trebuie sa
yLlepadam omul cel vechi”. Sfantul Chiril al lerusalimului ne instiinteaza: , Cel
care crede cd inviazd cu trupul, isi pdzeste haina sufletului si n-o pdngdreste
prin desfrdndri; cel care nu crede insd, se dd pe sine insusi desfrdndrii,
folosindu-se de propriul sau trup ca de unul strdin...” (Cateheza 18, 1).

Omul bogat, din pilda, a spus ca stie despre Moise si despre profeti; cu toate
acestea, el nu a trdit ca si cum ar exista o Tnviere spre judecata. Astfel,
raspunsul nostru la promisiunea finvierii celei binecuvantate, a existentei
nesfarsite, trebuie sa fie fundamentul pentru actiunile noastre de-a lungul
vietii. ,Cel care L-a inviat din morti, ne va invia si pe noi, cu conditia sd facem
voia Lui, sa facem din poruncile Sale rdnduiala vietii noastre si sd iubim ceea
ce El Insusi iubeste; dacd ne abtinem de la orice fel de rdutate, avaritie, iubire
de bani, calomnie si mdrturie mincinoasd...” (Sfantul Policarp, Epistola catre
Filipeni in Didahie).

Sfantul Chiril al lerusalimului ne lumineaza in continuare:
,Asadar, vom invia; toti vom avea trupurile vesnice, dar nu toti la fel.
Dacd cineva este drept, primeste un trup ceresc, spre a putea sd stea
cu vrednicie impreund cu ingerii. Dacd cineva este pdcdtos, primeste
un trup vesnic spre a putea suferi osdnda pdcatelor sale... Dumnezeu
Se poartd cu dreptate fatd de aceste doud cete, cdci nicio faptd n-am
savdrsit fard de trup. Hulim cu gura, dar tot cu gura ne rugdam;
desfréndm cu trupul, dar tot cu trupul trdim in castitate; rdpim cu
mdna, dar tot cu mdna facem milostenie; si tot asa facem si celelalte
fapte. Asadar, pentru faptul cd in toate faptele noastre ne-am slujit
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de trup, urmeazd cd in viata de dincolo trupul va avea parte
Impreund cu sufletul de rdsplata celor savdrsite aici” (Cateheza 18,
19).

n acelasi fel, Sfantul loan Gura de Aur ne reinnoieste speranta: ,Dacd n-ar fi
Invierea, atunci cum s-ar putea pdstra adevdrul lui Dumnezeu, cédnd atdtia
oameni rdi prosperd si atdtia oameni buni suferd si isi sfdrsesc viatile in
suferinta? Unde isi primesc toti acesti oameni rdsplata lor cea dreaptd, dacd
nu existd Inviere?”

,Adevdrata viatd pe pdmdnt incepe, intr-adevdr, odatd cu Invierea
Méntuitorului, cdci nu se termind cu moartea. Fdrd Invierea lui
Hristos, viata umand nu este altceva decdt o moarte treptatd care, in
cele din urmd, se termind inevitabil cu moartea. Viata autenticd,
adevdratd este acea viatd care nu se termind cu moartea. Si o astfel
de viatd a devenit posibild pe pdmdnt doar odatd cu Invierea
Domnului Hristos, Dumnezeu-Omul. Viata este viatd adevdratd
numai in Dumnezeu, cdci este o viatd sfanta si in virtutea acestui fapt
este o viatd fard de moarte” (Parintele (Sfantul) lustin Popovici,
Credinta Ortodoxa si Viata in Hristos).

Preaiubitilor, am auzit ce fel de incurajare ne ofera Sfintii Parinti noua,
crestinilor ortodocsi, dreptcredinciosi, aceea de a trai cei cativa ani pe acest
pamant in asa fel incat sa fim pregatiti pentru viata cea fara de sfarsit care va
veni in Tnvierea cea vesnica a trupului. Acest lucru sarbatorim astazi: o noua

nastere si viata vesnica, dialog cu Creatorul, Mantuitorul si Sfintitorul nostru.

Sa invatam, asadar, din pilda Domnului nostru, pentru ca si noi i-am avut pe
Moise si pe profeti; dar, mai presus de toate, avem certitudinea ca Domnul
nostru lisus Hristos a murit, a fost ingropat si a inviat a treia zi, dupa cum
spune Sfanta Scripturd, iar noi, impreuna cu Moise, cu prorocii, cu apostolii,
cu sfintii si cu ostile ceresti marturisim si strigdm: Hristos a inviat! Adevarat a

N athond

+NATHANIEL

Din mila lui Dumnezeu, Arhiepiscop de Detroit
si al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America si Canada

Tnviat!
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Invataturile Sfintilor Parinti
»Fericiti cei ce n-au vazut si au crezut” (Ioan 20, 29)

[...] Toma dorea si se incredinteze de inviere: el primeste o
incredintare neasemuit mai inaltd, Tnaintea careia nici n-o mai baga in
seama pe cea a Invierii. ,,Domnul meu si Dumnezeul meu!” — striga
Toma. ,,incredingéndu—mé de Dumnezeirea Ta, nu mai caut s ma
incredintez de inviere. Tie, Atotputernicului Dumnezeu, iti sunt cu
putintad toate lucrarile, care sunt mai presus de Intelegerea
omeneascd”. Ca raspuns la marturisirea Apostolului, Domnul i-a
fericit pe ,,cei ce nu au vazut si au crezut”. Si pe noi ne-a pomenit
Domnul, i-a pomenit pe toti cei care nu L-au vazut cu ochii trupesti!
A facut aceastd pomenire in timp ce stitea in"mijlocul Sfintilor Sai
Apostoli cu omenitatea luatd asupra Sa, adusa jertfa pentru omenire si
deja proslavita cu slava invierii! N-am fost uitati de Domnul nici noi,
cei ce suntem de fatd aici, In sfanta Lui biserica, pomenind aceasti
intamplare de care ne despart optsprezece veacuri. Fericiti suntem noi,
cei care nu L-am vazut, insa credem in El! Fericiti sunt aceia dintre
noi care cred in El! Miezul faptei este credinta. Ea il apropie pe om de
Dumnezeu si il face pe om al lui Dumnezeu; ea il aduce pe om
inaintea fetei lui Dumnezeu, $i in ultima zi @ vietii acestei lumi, la
inceputul zilei vesnice, il va aseza de-a dreapta tronului lui Dumnezeu
ca sa 1l vada in veci pe Dumnezeu, ca si se desfiteze in veci de
Dumnezeu, ca sa imparateasca in veci impreunda cu Dumnezeu.
,Fericiti cei ce nu au vazut i au crezut”. Prin aceste cuvinte, Domnul
i-a unit cu Apostolii pe toti credinciosii de pe tot pamantul si din toate
timpurile. Cand a adus rugaciune pentru Apostoli Tatalui Sau, inainte
de a merge la” patimile cele mantuitoare pentru noi, i-a unit cu
Apostolii pe toti crestinii adevarati. ,,Nu numai pentru acestia ma
rog”, a zis El, nu numai pentru Apostoli, ,,ci si pentru cei care vor
crede prin cuvantul lor intru Mine” (Ioan 17, 20). Asa si aici: El 1i
face partasi ai fericirii Apostolilor pe toti fiii Bisericii. ,,Jar ochii
vostri fericiti sunt cd vad si urechile voastre ca aud. Ca amin graiesc
voud: ca multi proroci si drepti ai Vechiului Legamant au dorit sa
vada cele ce vedeti voi si n-au vazut, si sd auda cele ce auziti si n-au
auzit” (Matei 13, 16-17). [...]

Sfantul Ignatie Briancianinov, Predica la Duminica Tomii -
(Predici la Triod si Penticostar)

(Predica integrala se poate gasi la adresa: https://tinyurl.com/
ignatiebriancianinov
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Minunile care se intampla printre noi

Intr-un tropar din Vecernia glasului al saptelea gisim o frazi de o
deosebita frumusete duhovniceasca: ,, Unde vrea Dumnezeu, se biruieste
randuiala firii. Ca face toate cdte voieste.”. Aceasta ne spune cd
Dumnezeu, cel care a facut universul cu toate legile fizice, poate sa le
suspende atunci cand vrea. De ce? Pentru ca poate. Nu ne este dat noua si

intelegem cand si cum.

Aceste ,,suspendari” ale mersului natural al lucrurilor le numim minuni.
Mantuitorul a facut multe minuni in timpul vietii Sale pamantesti. A
umblat pe mare, a vindecat multi oameni bolnavi, pe unii i-a si Inviat, a
inmultit painile in pustie si a hranit cu ele mii de barbati. Dar El face
minuni §i in viata noastrd de zi cu zi, ca sfintirea apei in agheasma prin
cuvintele preotului sau preschimbarea painii si a vinului in Trupul si
sangele Lui. Asa e, ne-am obisnuit cu ele, dar asta nu le face mai putin
minunate.

Minunile crestine autentice, ca si savarsitorii lor, poartd pecetea
discretiei. Nu trambiteaza si nu pun afige prin oras cu ,, lisus vindeca astazi
la Sala Polivalentd la ora 5”.

In general, prefer sa primesc vestile despre minuni cu un dram de sare,
adicd sa le cercetez mai intdi. Nu orice imagine rotunda aparutd pe un
trunchi de copac este chipul Domnului sau al parintelui Arsenie Boca. Nu
orice portofel dat pe la racla unui sfant si vandut apoi la mica publicitate
este purtator de vindecari.

Nevoia de minuni, ca o conditie pentru a crede, este pentru cel slab in
credintd. ,,Fd o minune, ca sa credem in Tine”, 1l provocau iudeii pe
Hristos.

Am auzit de multe ridicari din patul de boald a unor oameni carora
medicul nu le mai dadea prea multe zile de trdit. Dar acesti oameni erau
departe. Nu ii cunosteam. Nu imi erau rude ori prieteni, asa cid minunea
aceea discretd ce se petrecuse cu ei nu ma afecta direct. Ma impresionau
doar atat cat te poate impresiona o simpla stire din ziar.

Mai cred ca nu e nevoie de un obiect special sau o slujba anume ca sa se
intdmple o minune. Sfintele moaste sau icoanele facitoare de minuni sunt
purtatoare ale puterii sfintilor, pe care ei o au de la Dumnezeu. Fericit este
cel care se inchina la moastele si icoanele sfintilor. Dar un credincios poate
sd simtd alinare sau chiar vindecare doar participand la Sfanta Liturghie.
Sau la Maslu. Chiar daca a mai fost de zeci de ori la aceeasi slujba si la
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aceeasi bisericd. Pur si simplu, Dumnezeu poate sa decida ca acea
Liturghie sa fie vindecatoare si nu celelalte dinaintea ei.

Mi s-a intamplat, insda, de doud ori, in ultimii ani, cu doi prieteni
apropiati, sd vad marea putere a lui Dumnezeu, manifestatd printr-o
succesiune de evenimente pe care nu le pot cataloga decat ca minuni.

Parintele meu se intorsese de la Sfantul Munte cu un brau al Maicii
Domnului. Acesta este o simpla panglica, subtire ca o cordeluta, care fost
atinsd de Braul real al Maicii Domnului, care se afld intr-o manastire de la
Athos. Se dau sute, poate mii de astfel de braulete pelerinilor in fiecare an.
Credinta este ca ele aduc fertilitate femeilor care nu pot face copii.
Parintele ne-a adus si noud unul, iar noi l-am pus deoparte, asa cum pui o
carte 1n bibliotecd. Avem copii, nu am avut probleme cu nasterea lor si am
considerat cd, pentru moment, nu e necesar.

In acea perioadi, ne intdlnisem cu o familie de prieteni pe care ii
lasasem in tard in urma cu vreo cincisprezece ani. Intre timp, venisera si ei
in Montreal, fara sa stim unii de altii vreme de vreo opt ani. Intr-o zi, mi-au
gasit numele pe situl bisericii noastre, m-au recunoscut si ne-au facut
surpriza sd vind si sd ne reintdlnim ca niste adevarati fii ratacitori. Cu
imbratisari, bucurii si tot ce trebuie.

Din vorba 1n vorba, aflam cd nu au copii, desi sunt casatoriti de cand
erau 1n tard. Tot din vorba in vorba, ne-am adus aminte de brauletul adus
de la Muntele Athos. L-am daruit lor si viata si-a vazut de cursul ei
molcom in urmatoarele luni.

Astazi, prietenii nostri sunt parintii unui bebelus frumos ca un inger si
nu am putut sa Tmi retin o lacrima de bucurie in coltul ochiului atunci cand
am pus lucrurile cap la cap si am inteles ce se intdmplase.

O alta familie de prieteni avea o problema aseméanatoare. Dupa nasterea
primului copil, mama avea dificultati in a pastra o noud sarcina. Pierduse
deja doua si 1si doreau mult cel de-al doilea copil. I-am chemat la Sfantul
Maslu. Mai de insistentele noastre, mai in lipsd de altd optiune mai buna,
au venit. O data, de doua ori. Au fost apoi si in tard pentru un tratament de
specialitate. La cateva luni dupa tratament, continuand si seria de Sfinte
Masluri atunci cand puteau, au avut bucuria unei noi sarcini, care s-a
incapatanat sa reziste pana la capat si sa le aduca cel de-al doilea copil.

Aici, un sceptic poate spune ca tratamentul medical a fost cel care a
ajutat, nu slujbele. Creada fiecare ce-o vrea. Dar stiu ca, din punct de
vedere medical, nu orice tratament de sarcind are succes. Si mai stiu ce-a
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zis Nicolae Steinhardt: ,, Ce face atunci credinciosul? Se roaga la Dum-
nezeu ca sd il ajute si sa binecuvinteze tratamentul. ” (Jurnalul Fericirii).

Cine a ajutat mai mult? Dumnezeu sau medicina? Poate nu voi afla
niciodatd. Dar credinta mea n minuni ramane neschimbatd. ,, Duhul sufla
incotro vrea” (Ioan 3, 8) spune Mantuitorul. Vindeca pe cine vrea, cand
vrea i cum vrea. lar acest ,,cum vrea” poate sa fie si cu ajutorul altor
oameni, inclusiv al medicilor.

Nu suntem nici habotnici care refuzd o transfuzie de sange,
argumentand un verset obscur din Vechiul Testament. Dar nu suntem nici
atei autosuficienti, care nu mai au loc pentru harul divin in raftul lor cu
medicamente.

In ceea ce-i priveste pe prietenii mei, succesiunea evenimentelor a fost
aceasta: daca nu as fi emigrat in Montreal, nu ne-am mai fi intalnit. Daca
nu ag fi fost la biserica noastra, nu ne-am fi intalnit, poate, pentru o buna
bucata de vreme. Daca nu ar fi fost brauletul de la Sfantul Munte sau slujba
Maslului, ei nu ar fi putut trai minunea nasterii de prunci. Si alti cativa de

=9

,daca”.

Asa aratd minunile uneori: ca o succesiune de aparente coincidente, in
care o intamplare dintr-un sir nu are legaturd cu cealaltd, dar, puse
impreuna, duc la un deznodamant fericit. Unii le zic coincidente. Dar noi le
spunem lucrarea lui Dumnezeu. Providenta. ,, Coincidenta este modul lui
Dumnezeu de a ramdne anonim” (Albert Einstein). De a ldsa sa creada in
minuni doar pe cei care sunt dispusi sa o faca. Sa nu sileasca pe nimeni. Sa
nu bage minunea pe git nimanui, pentru a le forta credinta.

Nici pe departe nu cred ca eu as fi fost factorul decisiv in aceste
vindecari. Dimpotrivd. Dacd nu ne-am fi intalnit noi cu prietenii nostri,
Dumnezeu ar fi gasit alte cai pentru a face acele minuni in viata lor. Ar fi
gasit alti prieteni, altd biserica, poate. Dar ma bucur ca s-a intdmplat asa.
Ma bucur ca am facut parte dintr-un angrenaj pus la cale de El si care a
adus bucurie prietenilor mei. Si ce bucurie mai mare ca aceasta: prunci
buni spre folos.

Aceasta este credinta: nu sa faci tu lucruri mari, ci sa lasi pe Dumnezeu
sa faca, prin tine, lucruri mari. Sau mici, nu conteaza.

lar aceste lucruri s-au intamplat chiar in biserica noastra. Discret, farad
fast si fara reclama. Semn ca minunile inca se intdmpla printre noi.

Diacon Nicolae Marinescu
Catedrala Bunavestire
Montreal
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R ol g i) What Can Prisoners Teach
l! NONRVININING Us About Repentance?

= “God is the life of all free beings. He
is the salvation of all, of believers and
unbelievers, of the just and the unjust,
of the pious and the impious, of those
| freed from the passions or caught up
| in them, of monks or those living in the
world, of the educated or the illiterate,
of the healthy or the sick, of the young
or the very old.” - St. John Climacus,
The Ladder of Divine Ascent, Step 1.

To St. John Climacus’ quote above
we might include those in prison and
those outside of prison. We are all
God’s “free beings,” and He is the
salvation of all of us! And yet, it is all
too easy for those of us outside of
prison to see this differently, to
assume we know more about God or how to pray to Him than those
inside prisons. But this is not necessarily true.

A wealthy family once invited St. Paisios into their home and
lamented that so many people were suffering while they lived
comfortably in a large house. The saint’s response surprised them. “If
Christ were to ask me, “Where should I put you, in a house like this or
in prison?’ I would reply, “In a dark prison.” Because a prison would do
me good; it would remind me of Christ, the holy martyrs, the ascetics
who lived in the holes of the earth, it would remind me of monastic
life...I would rather spend one thousand nights in a prison cell, than one
day in a plush house” (Spiritual Counsels Vol. I, 183).

St. Paisios rightly saw the potential of any place—even the darkness
of a prison cell—to become a place of holiness. What may appear to be
only places of suffering, the saints understand as invitations to God’s
grace and healing power. Whether we enter suffering voluntarily (not
eating meat or dairy, for example) or involuntarily (being arrested and
imprisoned), God’s strength is still made perfect in our weakness (2
Corinthians 12:8).

The staff and volunteers of Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry
(OCPM) have witnessed prisoners striving toward God in ways that we
firmly believe will inspire you to do the same, not just engaging in
spiritual practices most Orthodox Christians do—praying at set times of
day, fasting, etc.—but doing these practices amidst a level of violence
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and loneliness most of us will never have to bear. While most Orthodox
Christians pray their morning and evening prayers from the comforts of
their living rooms, prisoners are bending their knees on bare cement,
surrounded by constant noise throughout all hours of the day and night.
Some prisoners are praying from a cell they are only allowed to leave
for a quick restroom and shower break.

Throughout the season of Great Lent, the Church asks all of us to
make greater efforts in prayer, fasting, and almsgiving in order that we
may grow closer to Christ together as one Body. This season, please
remember the prisoners in your prayers as they remember you in theirs.

Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM) is an agency of the
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States. For
Orthodox Christians who have been arrested for crimes, OCPM helps
them return to the Faith, offering forgiveness and reconciliation with
Christ. For both Orthodox and non-Orthodox alike, OCPM provides
spiritual care, enabling prisoners to find hope and purpose in their
lives. For more information, please visit www.theocpm.org or follow us
on Facebook and Instagram @theocpm.
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Funeral services for His
Eminence, Archbishop
Paul of Chicago.
Orthodox Church in
America
(April 26-28, 2022).
Slujba de inmormantare a
Inalpreasfintitului Paul de
Chicago. Biserica
v Ortodoxa din America
% (26-28 Aprilie, 2022).
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The Divine Liturgy concelebrated by His Grace, Bishop Andrei, together with His Grace,
Bishop Iustin of Maramures & Satmar, at Holy Cross Parish in San Jose, CA (May 8, 2022).
Sfanta Liturghie savarsita de catre Preasfintitul Andrei impreuna cu Preasfintitul Iustin al
Maramuresului si Satmarului la Parohia Sfanta Cruce din San Jose, CA (8 Mai, 2022).

The consecration of the new church of the Parish of Saint Elijah by His Eminence,
Archbishop Nathaniel, His Eminence, Archbishop Irenee, His Grace, Bishop Iustin of
Maramures & Satmar, and His Grace, Bishop Andrei, Schomberg, ON (May 28, 2022).
Sfintirea noii biserici a Parohiei Sfantul Ilie de catre Inaltpreasfintitul Nathaniel,
inaltpreasfintitul Irenee, Preasfintitul Tustin al Maramuresului si Sitmarului,
si Preasfintitul Andrei, Schomberg, ON (28 Mai, 2022).

R
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The ordination of Deacon Marius Victor Bujor into the Holy Priesthood at
Annunciation Cathedral in Montreal, QC, (May 1, 2022).
Hirotonia intru preot a Diaconului Marius Victor Bujor la

Catedrala Bunavestire din Montreal, QC (1 Mai, 2022).

The Blessing of the cornerstone of the new church of Saint Nicholas Parish by
His Grace, Bishop Andrei, in Ottawa, ON (April 29, 2022).
Binecuvantarea temeliei noii biserici a Parohiei Sfantul Nicolae de catre
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On 14 May 2022, on the occasion
of the commencement exercises for
the graduating class of 2022, St.
Vladimir’s Seminary in New York
bestowed the degree of Doctor of
Divinity (D.D.) Honoris Causa
upon His Eminence Archbishop
Nathaniel in recognition of his long
and faithful service to the Church,

. —

philanthropic endeavors and support
of theological education.

Archbishop Nathaniel delivered a
beautiful word of thanks to God on
receiving the honorary doctorate. His
Eminence also thanked Metropolitan
Tikhon and the entire Seminary
Board of  Trustees, faculty,
administration, and seminarians for
the honor as well as for all that they
do in service to Christ. His words to the graduates were particularly moving,
telling them though he may not know each and every one of them personally,
he loved them all: “T will remember what you have done, starting here at St.
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary; I will remember that you accepted
the call of the Lord Jesus Christ to serve Him within His Holy Body, the
Church, His Bride; I will remember your past sacrifices and anticipate your
courage to the calling of the priesthood and to teaching and other service in the
Church and to the world; T will
remember your spouses whom
you have invited to share your life,
and I will remember their thanks
and those of family and friends; I
will remember your bishop, who
loves you and upholds you in his
hands in his own thanksgiving to
God for you.”

Many years, master!

Source: https://tinyurl.com/stviad
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A Vision: The Celebration of the First Anniversary of the
Autocephaly of the Orthodox Church of the

United States of America & The Establishment of the Patriarchate

It has been one year since the recognition of the autocephaly of The Orthodox
Church of The United States of America. The Church now has a unified voice in
the person of His Holiness, The Patriarch, and a common forum of action, The
Holy Synod of The Orthodox Church of The United States of America and The
National Assembly of The Orthodox Church of The United States of America. In
English, Greek, many Slavic tongues, Arabic, Albanian, Romanian, and native
languages, chanting of the Service of Thanksgiving as mandated by His Holiness,
the Patriarch, in conjunction with the Holy Synod of 51 archbishops and bishops,
has been offered up to God without interruption since the signing of the Tomos of
Autocephaly. After two hundred and some years, the Orthodox Church in the
United States of America is now united administratively. Although she was, more
or less, united in a spiritual union through the decades, now there is full
sacramental unity for there is no division of the sacramental life from the
administrative and the administrative from the sacramental.

With the blessing of the Mother Churches, each ethnic jurisdiction became an
autonomous body (“pre-autocephalic” was the name given to this unique state of
existence of multi-jurisdictions in the USA) and when all had received this
blessing, His Holiness, the Ecumenical Patriarch, in the name of all the Churches,
recognized the autocephaly of the Orthodox Church of The United States of
America. For more than two hundred years, there had been a gradual coming
together of all Orthodox Christians in the United States in working together in
public activities such as the CEOYLA, Conference of Eastern Orthodox Youth
Leaders of America and SCOBA, Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of America. Later IOCC, OCMC were formed, Orthodox Christian
Fellowship (OCF) and more recently, the OYOUSA, Orthodox Youth of The
United States of America, with its various age divisions and the OCWOUSA,
Orthodox Christian Women of The United States of America, one of the most
active of the groups.

After the proclamation, in each city where there was a determined number of
parishes, a City Council of Orthodox Christian Clergy and Laity, CCOCCL, was
established to coordinate common activities and public relations. These form a
unit within each State/Commonwealth, State Council of Orthodox Christian
Clergy and Laity (SCOCCL) with appropriate representation. Its purpose is
principally to gather information about the general activities of the City Councils
and to propose actions which affect the Church in each State/Commonwealth.

Giving witness and support to the growing unity of the Church were the
numerous associations: there are the Associations of Orthodox Physicians,
Dentists and Psychologists, Lawyers and Politicians and Public Servants,
Engineers and Architects, Physicists and Scientists. There is the vast network of
University Professors of all disciplines, Elementary, Secondary Administrators
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and Teachers who are taking part in the formation of our national network of
Orthodox Christian Schools. The clergy associations and the clergy wives have
regional and national organizations and even their children have a network
between them. The Church has evolved her own Insurance Company, and there is
also health and life insurance for all Orthodox Christians. Today, His Holiness,
has come from Washington, D.C. to dedicate the 100th Senior Citizens Facility.
Apartments and Condominiums are being established across the land. Last month
His Holiness and the Lesser Synod dedicated the 51st Orthodox Hospice for those
who have no family support in the remaining days of their lives. The United
Orthodox University and College Students Association, have been active in our
own education facilities across the nation. The National Board of Regents, whose
honorary head is the Patriarch, is comprised of outstanding Orthodox Christian
laity who are prominent in the area of national education.

The inauguration of another television network, the sixth since autocephaly,
will take place next month. Radio stations, which have also been broadcasting for
some time, present unbiased news covering events of importance to Orthodoxy
and the world. The Websites relating to the Church, have proliferated with links to
every diocese, parish and monastery, further knitting the Orthodox community
closer together. Instructional and educational programs are available on sites and
thousands of “hits” have been recorded since the Tomos. Special audio programs
about the sacraments, marriage counseling, how to prepare to be a Godparent,
preparing for death, and many more are available through the City Council. Of
course, the chatrooms are active. It seems that there are sites for everyone. There
is a special one for “I used to be Orthodox” and for those who have left the
Church because of perceived and real problems. Another is for those who are
confused or doubtful about life.

It has been a strong period of growth for lay catechists, women and men who
are teaching courses in all areas of Orthodox Faith and Practice. The Church has
blossomed with Orthodox who have renewed their faith, individuals coming into
the faith and those who have been in confusion and have found the true faith. City
-wide catechetical programs are established with various clergy and lay presenters.

Plans to found orphanages and homes for children and teens near diocesan
centers have begun to bear fruit. The emergency 800 number across the country
has numerous operations and with professional respondents. There is the
“Unplanned Parenthood Line” which walks pregnant moms and worried fathers
through a process which saves the lives of the unborn and also gives support to
these parents. There is the “My Life is Precious to Me” for teens. “Saint Basil’s
Workers,” established years ago, has taken on new life. In this volunteer
association, lay people are trained to visit the sick in hospital, in re-habitation
homes and at home. In addition to visiting the sick and elderly, they hold vespers
at least once a week wherever facilities are made available.

As part of the process of recognition and receiving the blessing from each
Mother Church, the various pre-autocephalic churches pledged that they would
not neglect the immigrant members of the Church in the United States. For the
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present, each ethnic jurisdiction has retained its administration while participating
in all activities of the entire Church. Administrative unity is principally expressed
through the unity of all hierarchs into one Holy Synod. The National Conference
is held each year for three years but will probably takes place once every three
years. In between those three-year intervals, regional conferences are being
considered. All things being equal, these matters will be determined through the
years to come by the entire Church meeting at different times and on various
levels of participation. All the hierarchs meet together twice a year, as the canons
require. The various Metropolitanates, the name given to the previous Patriarchal
jurisdictions, meet twice a year, at times different than the Holy Synod. There is
also a permanent Synod which meets as required and the Patriarchal Council
comprised of hierarchs, elected clergy and laity meets twice a year just before the
Holy Synod. At this time, this Council is comprised of equal representation from
all Metropolitanates.

Although the Metropolitan (jurisdictions) administrations are still in place,
there is cooperation between every parish in towns and cities. Clergy and lay
associations meet as one to supervise the schools, institutions and general
activities of the Church in their area. These clergy-lay associations form regional
associations which meet once a year and come together in general council once
every three years.

This year, the President of our Nation will address the assembly and will
participate in the closing ceremony. At the inauguration of the President last
January, His Holiness, the Patriarch, offered the invocation. It was noted in the
press that the presence of an Orthodox Christian Patriarchate at this ceremony was
a first. What was even more significant is the fact that he is Patriarch of The
United States, the spokesman for millions of American citizens, which made a
profound impression.

Although the metropolitan administrations continue, another administrative
system was established as a normal response to the Tomos of Autocephaly. These
are the territorial districts system into which all parishes, in addition to being part
of their present metropolitan administrations, are included. As new English-
speaking missions are established and grow, hierarchs will be consecrated to
pastor their needs. In this way, the immigrant is not neglected nor the American-
born. The Church has wisely recognized that to be the Orthodox Church of the
United States of America does not mean the suppression of existing ethnic
parishes, administrations and expressions, but to sustain what is useful and to
create what is essential for the good order of the Church. The seats of these
territorial districts/dioceses, will be determined by need. It was decided that the
ethnic dioceses will continue with their particular seats. In time, there will be a
territorial archbishop with ethnic bishops within his jurisdiction. Where, at this
time, there is more than one hierarch in a city, the ethnic dioceses will continue as
long as there is an active presence of that ethnic group [...].

Part of a presentation delivered by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel,
at the Orthodox Christian Laity Conference, October 20, 2001. (Source: www.ocl.org)
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CONVOCATION

In conformity with Article I1I, Section 7, of the By-Laws of the Romanian
Orthodox Episcopate of America, we hereby call into session

THE 90TH ANNUAL EPISCOPATE CONGRESS

All Priests presently assigned to a parish and all Lay Delegates
legally elected by their Parish Assembly in 2021, and whose credentials have
been verified by the Chancery, are called into Session.

The Congress will be in session on
Friday, September 9—Saturday, September 10, 2022 at
9:00 am Eastern Daylight Time at St. Mary Cathedral,
3256 Warren Road, Cleveland, Ohio

All clergy and lay delegates are requested to participate until the
completion of the Congress.
Details regarding the procedure for joining the Congress meeting will be
physically mailed and emailed to all parish clergy and delegates, along
with the Report to the Congress and other pertinent materials.

The Agenda, as printed in the Annual Report to the Episcopate Congress
2022, will include: Reading / Approval of the 89th Episcopate Congress
Minutes; Official Reports to the Congress; Reports from the Episcopate
Auxiliaries; New Business as submitted by the Episcopate Council.

As per Article III, Section 1, the Episcopate Congress shall be composed of

e The Bishop

The Auxiliary Bishop(s)

The Vicar

The Parish Priest and Assistant Priest(s)

Two Lay Delegates elected by each Parish Assembly for Congresses
2021-2022

e Two delegates from each Auxiliary organization of the Episcopate
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®  Priests under the jurisdiction of the Episcopate not having parishes;
deacons, abbots, abbesses, if accredited by the Episcopate Council

e  Members of the Episcopate Council in office, including Auxiliary
Presidents ex-officio

Should the duly-elected lay delegates be unable to attend, their alternates will
represent the parish. No addition, substitution or ad hoc delegation will be
recognized by the credentials committee.

+NATHANIEL
Archbishop of Detroit and
The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Thursday, September 8, 2022
10:00 am Hierarchal Divine Liturgy (Feast of Birth of Mother of God) -
Church

Friday, September 9, 2022

1:00 pm Clergy Registration — Social Hall Lobby
2:00 pm Clergy Conference - Church

5:00 pm Vespers - Church

6:00 pm Supper - Social Hall

7:00 pm Episcopate Council Meeting - AROY Room

Saturday, September 10, 2022

8:00 am Delegate Registration — Social Hall Lobby

9:00 am 90™ Episcopate Congress Convenes - Church

12:00 pm Lunch - Social Hall

1:00 pm Group Photo

1:30 pm Congress Reconvenes - Church

6:30 pm Memorial Service, Great Vespers & Confessions - Church
7:30 pm Congress Grand Banquet - Social Hall

Sunday, September 11, 2022
9:00 am Hierarchal Divine Liturgy - Church
12:00 pm Light Lunch - Social Hall

HOTEL INFORMATION
Wyndham Cleveland Airport, 4277 W 150" St, Cleveland OH 44135

Reservation link: bit.ly/ROEACongress2022
Reservation phone: 216-252-5333 or 833-798-4079
Group Code: 090822STM / St. Mary’s Romanian Orthodox Cathedral
(ROEA)
Room Rate: $99 + tax — 2 Double Beds or 1 King Bed
WiFi / Onsite Parking / Airport Shuttle and Shuttle to Church (Free) /
Indoor Pool / Restaurant
Reservation Deadline: Friday, August 23, 2022
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CONVOCARE

In conformitate cu Articlolul III, Sectiunea 7, a Regulamentelor Episcopiei
Ortodoxe Romane din America, chemam in sesiune

AL 90-LEA CONGRES ANUAL AL EPISCOPIEI

Toti preotii parohi si asistenti numiti in parohii de catre episcop, precum si toti
delegatii mireni alesi legal de catre Adunarile Generale Parohiale 1n 2021 si ale
caror acreditari au fost verificate de catre Comitetul de Acreditare al
Episcopiei, sunt convocati in sesiune de lucru.

Congresul va fi 1n sesiune de lucru
Vineri, 9 Septembrie—Sambita, 10 Septembrie 2022, de 1a 9:00 am
ora Coastei de Est, la Catedrala Sfanta Maria,
3256 Warren Road, Cleveland, Ohio

Toti delegatii (clerul si mirenii) sunt rugati sa participe si sa rimina pana
la incheierea Congresului. Detaliile referitoare la procedura de participare
la reuniunea Congresului vor fi trimise prin posta si prin e-mail tuturor
preotilor si delegatilor parohiilor, impreuna cu Raportul citre Congres si
alte materiale pertinente.

Ordinea de zi, dupa cum este publicata in Raportul Anual al Congresul
Episcopiei 2022, va include: Citirea/ Aprobarea Procesului Verbal al celui
de-al 89-lea Congres; Raporturile Oficiale catre Congres; Raporturile din
partea Organizatiilor Auxiliare ale Episcopiei; Propuneri noi din partea
Consiliului Episcopiei.
Conform Articolului III, Sectiunea 1, Congresul Episcopiei va fi compus din:

e Episcop

e  Episcopul-Vicar(i)

e  Preotul paroh si preotul sau preotii asistenti

® Doi delegati mireni alesi de Adunarea Generala a fiecarei parohii

pentru Congresul Episcopiei pentru anii 2021-2022
e Doi delegati din partea fiecarei organizatii auxiliare a Episcopiei
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e  Preoti de sub jurisdictia Episcopiei care nu au parohie, diaconi, stareti
si starete, daca sunt acreditati de Consiliul Episcopiei

e  Membrii Consiliului Episcopesc in functiune, ca si presedintii
organizatiilor auxiliare ,,ex-officio”

Daca delegatii mireni alesi legal nu pot participa la Congresul Episcopiei,
alternantii (supleantii) lor alesi legal de catre Adunarea Generala a fiecarei
parohii, vor reprezenta parohia. Nicio adaugare, substituire ori delegatie
ad-hoc nu va fi recunoscutd de catre comitetul de acreditare.

NATHANIEL
Arhiepiscop de Detroit si al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America

PROGRAM

Joi, 8 Septembrie 2022
10:00 am Sfanta Liturghie Arhiereasca (praznicul Nasterii Maicii Domnului) -
Biserica

Vineri, 9 Septembrie 2022

1:00 pm Inregistrarea preotiilor — Sala sociald

2:00 pm Conferinta Clerului - Biserica

5:00 pm Vecernie — Biserica

6:00 pm Cina - Sala sociala

7:00 pm Sedinta Consiliului Eparhial - AROY Room

Sambata, 2 Septembrie 2022

8:00 am Inregistrarea delegatiilor

9:00 am Convocarea celui de-al 90-lea Congres al Episcopiei
12:00 pm Pranz - Sala sociala

1:00 pm Poza de grup

1:30 pm Reunirea Congresului - Biserica

6:30 pm Parastas urmat de Vecernia Mare si Spovedanie
7:30 pm Masa Festiva - Sala sociala

Duminica, 11 Septembrie 2022
9:00 am Sfanta Liturghie Arhiereasca - Biserica
12:00 pm Pranz - Sala sociala

INFORMATII HOTEL

Wyndham Cleveland Airport, 4277 W 150" St, Cleveland OH 44135
Link Rezerviri: bit.ly/ROEACongress2022
Telefon Rezervari: 216-252-5333 sau 833-798-4079
Codul Grupului: 090822STM / St. Mary’s Romanian Orthodox Cathedral
(ROEA)
Pretul Camerei: $99 + taxe — 2 Paturi Duble sau 1 Pat King
WiFi / Parcare / Autobuz Aeroport si catre Biserica (Gratis) /
Piscina interioara / Restaurant

Data limita a Rezervarilor: Vineri, 23 August, 2022
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FINANCIAL REPORT

EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS
John Santeiu, Jr, Garden City, ML........cccooiriiiriiiininiieeiieeceeieie et $500.00
M/M Michael Glodich, Cleveland, OH .$200.00
M/M Valer Pufescu, Naples, FL ... .$150.00
Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, ML.. .$100.00
John T Bogdan, Glenside, CA ........cccoieiiinirieiiieeiecee ettt $100.00
George & Evie Dobrin, Blacklick, OH .......c..cooivieiniinininiiinicincneesicieicseeeeeeeeeeee $100.00
Theodore & Eva Gavala, E. NOITiton, PA...........cooooiiiiiieiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeereere e $100.00
Elena Ghyka, Arlington, VA ........ccccoieiiinineiieeieete ettt $100.00
Louise Gibb, Brookfield, OH..........c..ccooioiiieieieerceie ettt enens $100.00
V Rev Fr Laurence & Psa Anita Lazar, Southfield, MI.............cccoeeviiiiiiiiiiccieeieenee $100.00
Florence Westerfield, Commerce Twp, ML.................. .$100.00

Ana Mohan, Brunswick, OH .
Saveta Buzas, Allen Park, MI....

.$100.00

Doina Dumitrescu, Princeton, NJ . .$50.00
GENERAL DONATIONS

St Thomas, St LOUIS, MO .......ovieviiuiieieeieeeeeceeeteete ettt eae et ettt eae v eae s esesseerens $2,314.34

(Hierarchs Travel)

National ARFORA .......coiiiiiiiiiiritcretet ettt ettt st $1,200.00

(Camp Vatra Cooks)

National ARFORA .......coiiiiiiiiiiiriiientete ettt st $1,200.00

(Housekeeping)

Lucian Pop, Farmington Hills, ML.........cccccoeiriniiininiiiniinciree e $1,000.00

(Victor Pop Scholarship)

St Nicholas, Montreal, QC..........ccucirveieriieriieieieietesteeeee ettt ses e esenis $1,000.00

(Hierarchs Travel)

National ARFORA .......coiiiiiiiiiiiicesetet ettt ettt s $600.00

(Hierarchs Travel)

National ARFORA .......coiiiiiiiiiieesctet ettt s $500.00

(Seminarian Fund)

St John the Baptist, Glendale, AZ...........ccoeueuiiinirieiiiniieieeeeeeee s $500.00

(Hierarchs Travel)

St Nicholas, Ottawa, ON ........cc.ocvivvivrierierieeeeeteeteereee ettt est et eaeeseete e eraesesseeseereessensenes $500.00

(Hierarchs Travel)

St Parascheva, Laval, QC ........cooveuivieieriieiiieeetetete ettt s s ebesaenas $500.00

(Hierarchs Travel)

St Athanasius, Naperville, IL.........oooeiiriieieiniriieiciieeieice e $400.00

(Central Deanery Contribution)

St Elias, ANjou, QO ......oucuiiiieieiiiieieiceietete sttt $368.35

(Hierarchs Travel)

St Elias, ANjou, QO ......oueuiiiieieiiieieieie ettt $368.35

(Hierarchs Travel)

Atlanta Clergy Brotherhood Fund, Atlanta, GA .........cccoceeiiienienenieeeeeese e $328.20

(Hierarchs Travel)

Sts. Constantine & Helen, Lilburn, GA ...........coooviiiiiiiiiiie e $300.00

(Hierarchs Travel)

M/M John Pop, NOrthbrook, IL .........c.ccoeueirueiririeiiriesieteee et $250.00

(Legal Fund)

Psa Mary Copacia, Shelby TWp, MI.......cccooiiririeirieieienieeeieieeeeie e snenees $100.00

(Pascha)
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Madelena Ilcus, JUPItEr, FL ......ccooiiiiieiieieieeieei et $100.00

(Pascha)

Psa Nicole Mitescu, Pomona, CA..........cooviiiiiiiiiiieeeee e

Florence Westerfield, Commerce Twp, ML

Marcella Bourean, Warren, MI.....................

M/M Alexandru Ursescu, Clinton TWp, MI......c..oocooiiiiinininiiiiicieneeeeeeeie e $35.00

Lynn Nitzu, Schaumburg, L ........ccccovieiiieieiiieieieeeeeeeeete et $25.00

(Stanitz Scholarship Fund)

Tom Turkus, St Clair ShOres, MIL.......cc.oooiiiiiieiierieeeeeeeeeeeee ettt eee e eesesaeeeaeanaes $10.00
MEMORIAM

MacLellan Family...........ccooiieirieirieieisiete ettt be e $343.00

(IMO Carrie Steski — Canadian Missions)

Doina & Alexis Vircol, Wilmette, IL...........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeec e $200.00

(IMO Parents: Zamfira & Vasile)

Silvia Costea, NOrthville, MI..........ccooeiiiiiiiiieeeeee e $100.00

(IMO Husband, Paul)

Flora Cocora, Dearborn HtS, MI............cooiuiiiiiiiiiiei e $20.00

(IMO Fr & Psa John Surducan)

Flora Cocora, Dearborn HtS, MI........c...cooiuiiiiiiiiiieeeee e $10.00

(IMO Tati Mosu George Subu)

Flora Cocora, Dearborn HtS, MI..........c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiceieeeeeeeteeve ettt $10.00

(IMO Mrs George N Subu)

Flora Cocora, Dearborn HtS, MI.........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciceieeeeeeeveere ettt $10.00

(IMO Blaise Christian Hebert)

Flora Cocora, Dearborn HtS, MI..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiceieceeeeereeere ettt $10.00

(IMO Nicholas Eugene Cocora, Jr)

Flora Cocora, Dearborn HtS, MI.........cc.oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceieceeeeereere ettt et $10.00

(IMO Nicholas Eugene Cocora Sr.)

Flora Cocora, Dearborn HtS, MI..........c.oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiccicceeeeereeve et e $10.00

(IMO Dr Nicholas Socarda-David)

Flora Cocora, Dearborn HtS, MI..........c.oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciicciecreeeere ettt et e $10.00

(IMO Baby Ava-Jo Subu)
2022 EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT

Annunciation Cathedral, Montreal, QC ..........ccoccivieierienieniesiieeeeeierese e $9,095.00
Holy Martyrs, Aurora, ON..........cccceruiieueuiiririeieinisieiesetsteieseese ettt eeeaeeas $6,630.00
St Ilie, ANJOu, QC ....oiiieiiiiiieieieiieieieie ettt bbbttt benea $5,100.00
St Nicholas, Laching, QC ..........cccveiruerirreieriieieieieiisteesies st s s et sse e sesseseseseesess $4,260.00
St George, TOronto, ON.........ceuiuiririeieriiieieieteeeieies ettt ettt et sebes ettt se e bebenens $4,000.00
Holy Protection, Pierrefonds, QC ..........coeerieirinieiniiiienieinieirice et $3,570.00
St Mary, Laval, QC.......cccocevvvrrrrennen .$3,485.00

St John of Wallachia, Ridgewood, NJ . .$3,345.00
St Luke, Markham, ON .................... .$3,060.00
St John the Baptist, Charlotte, NC ..........cccoeiiririeiiiniieieerieeeeeeeiei e $2,975.00
St Panteleimon, Saint-Eustache, QC..........cccoviviieiiieieieniese ettt $2,635.00
Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI.........cccocoiviiriniininiiceeesceeceeeseeeceeeee $595.00
St Theodora, Royal Oak, MIL........cocoucuiiririeieiiiieieictiieieie e $425.00
VATRA GENERATIONS

Dr Gheorghe Marinescu, Rochester Hills, MI .........cccocovirinininiiiencencsceeeeeene $1,000.00
(IMO Family members)

John Santeiu Jr, Garden City, MI.......ccoocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeee e $1,000.00
St George, WInnipeg, MB ........c.coioiiieirieieieieceeete ettt $1,000.00
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IMICRAET LAWIEIICE .....vovvivivieiecteeeeieeie ettt ettt ettt et es et et eae s as s eeseeseeseeneensens $712.35
St Athanasius, Naperville, IL........ccoreiriiriieirieieteeeeee ettt $400.00
Holy Protection, Pierrefonds, QC.................. .$300.00
Rev Fr & Psa Wayne Wright, Uniontown, OH .. .$300.00
George Cantor, Westlake, OH ..........cccoceeeee .$250.00
AATIOTIYITIOUS ..evvveveaeenietenteteteneetesteseseseste e esesteneesenees e seseeseneesesseneesanseseseseesensesesseneesensenens $207.00
Cristian Mayer, St Thomas, ON .........cccooeiiririririeirieriete ettt ese e see e sseneees $192.53
Gary & Vicky Danis, Plymouth, MI..........ccccooiririiinieieiieeeeeeeeeeeee e $100.00
(IMO Daniel Tonita)

Valentin Hurgoi, Naples, FL........ccooiiieirieireieiieceieeie ettt $100.00
Ricky Tonita, Regina, SK ........cccceoirerieirieieieieieriei ettt ese e snenees $100.00
Thrisia Pana, Regina, SK........cccoiiiririeiiieieieieeieieeee ettt ese e eeneas $50.00
(IMO John & Mary Pana)

UKRAINIAN REFUGEE APPEAL

Three Hierarchs, Sattle, WA .........c.ooveiiieeiiereeee ettt eeeeete ettt eve s eve e ese v naes $4,949.70
Sts Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI...........ccooovieiiiiiiiiiiiieceeceeceee e $3,091.00
St George Cathedral, Regina, SK........cccoeiririeininininiiinesiceccee s $2,886.54
Sts Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN ........c.cccecerieeneninineincincncenceceeene $2,300.00
St John Chrysostom, Nashville, TN............ .$2,155.00

St George, Toronto, ON...........co.ce.... .$2,150.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI.. .$1,846.00
St Nicholas, Alliance, OH................. .$1,815.00
St Mary, Chicago, IL .........ccceevruenee .$1,659.00
Sts Constantine & Helen, Lilburn, GA .........c.coovviiiiiiiioee e $1,588.65
St John the Baptist, Woonsocket, RI..........ccccoeriiririiiininincreeeeeseseeseseeee e $1,555.00
St John the Baptist, Kitchener, ON ..........ccociviririerieirieieeieieeee et $1,500.00
Holy Nativity, ChiCago, L .......cceoirueieririeieieieieieeieiete ettt eve e enene $1,359.00
St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH ...........ccccoiiiiriniiieienesceeeeee e $1,312.00
St John of Suceava, Manchester, NH...........cc.ccoovuiiiiiiiiiiiic e $1,310.00
St George Cathedral, Southfield, ML.... .$1,304.00

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI............. .$1,273.00
Holy Dormition Monastery, Rives Junction, MI... .$1,200.00
St Mary, Falls Church, VA ........cccooiiiiiiieeeeeeeeese ettt $1,100.00
St John the Baptist, PROENIX, AZ ........ccoeeiruirieirieieeinieeeieieeesiese et eeenes $1,034.00
Annunciation Cathedral, Montreal, QC ...........ccceevuiiiiiiiieiieieeceeseeeee e $1,000.00
Holy Trinity, Los ANGELes, CA......ooeiieuirieieieieieiecrieiete ettt eve e seneeneenene $1,000.00
Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL..........cccoiiiieiieieieieeieceieiete et eve e $1,000.00
St Dumitrt, New YOIk, NY ..ottt et eaeeeaeeeneas $1,000.00
St Mary, Calgary, AB............ .$1,000.00

St Parascheva, Montreal, QC............... .$1,000.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Sacramento, CA .$1,000.00
John & DebOrah MOTZAN .....c.coueieuiieieieieeeteieieeet ettt ettt b e b e eneneen $972.20
St Mary, St Paul, MIN .......oiiiiirieieieeeeeeee ettt ettt s e enas $900.00
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH ..........cccooiviiiiiiiiinineeeeeesese e $810.00
St Mary, Laval, QC......c.coveirieirieieteeieieeieeieseit ettt st be ettt se e neenan $800.00
Sandra Chestnut-Bramblett, Fayetteville, GA........cccoovieiiienienenenireeieeee s $750.00
St JOhn, TOronto, ON ........cccoooiiiieeiieiteeeeeetteeee et et eee e e et e et eeteeeseeeseeeaeeenseeneeeseaeenes $746.40
St George, Canton, OH..........cooiiiirieieieieieeti ettt ettt ebe e s e s seesesaeneenas $715.00
Sts Constantine & Helen, Lilburn, GA ............ooooviiiiiiiiiee e $700.00
St Mary, Elmhurst, NY ........ccceenee .$700.00
Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA .$672.00
St Athanasius, AUrora, IL .........coooeeiiiiiiieeeieeeeeeeeeee ettt eaeeete e e esee e eeeeaseeeeaeenes $660.00
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St Mary, ColleyVille, TX .....c.cireieiieieieieieriee ettt ettt se e neenas $632.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Apopka, FL ......cccoooiiiiiiiirininieeeeeseceee e $630.00
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH .... .$581.00

St Anne, Pomona, CA........... .$570.00
St Andrew, McKees Rocks, PA............... .$540.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA.........coceviririniiieieresiesieeeeteeeee e $540.00
St Joseph the Merciful Mission, Saint-Catherine, QC...........cccceverenirenienieneneneneeeees $520.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA ........cccocoiiiiiiiieeeeesecseee $500.00
Rev Fr Peter & Psa Magda Andronache, Cedar Rapids, [A ........cccccoveeiiieienenenineene $500.00
Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA ........ccccceoieirieieieieienieiieie ettt ettt ssenees $500.00
Holy Cross, HOILyWoOd, FL......cccccooiieiieieieieieie ittt $500.00
Holy Protection, Pierrefonds, QC. .$500.00
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH ... .$500.00
Holy Trinity, North Vancouver, BC . .$438.36
St Nicholas, AlIHANCE, OH..........ccoooiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeee ettt et et eree e eaeeae e eeaeeaes $435.00
Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Ellwood City, PA........cccooiiinininiiiieececeee $400.00
St John of Wallachia, Ridgewood, NJ .......ccoociiiiiiiiinirieeieieeeeeee e $400.00
St Panteleimon, Saint-Eustache, QC..........cccooviiiieiiieiieiieieese et $350.00
St Elias, ANjou, QC ......c.cuiiriieieiiniiecenieieet ettt ettt $306.97
Christian CONSTANTIN .......eueeveeieieietieieieteeteteteeete sttt etesteseste st beseesessesesseneesesseneeseneesensenees $300.00
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC.........ccooiririiiinieiene ettt $300.00
KENNEEH LU ...ttt ettt ettt s st et be e e seebeneeseneneen $300.00

M/M Joseph Moldovan, Richfield, OH .$300.00

St Luke, Goodwood, ON .................. .$300.00
Network for Good..... .$250.00
ThEOOTE SOCKACT ...vvevivevirieietiieii ettt ettt ettt eb et be s bessesessennene $250.00
JONN DEMELTALIS .....vcveviveiitieietiieie ettt ettt ettt b e s e se b essebesbeseebessesessesnne $242.82
Liliana ATISIIONG. .. ..eutveteteiiirieieteiietetet ettt e tes ettt ettt b ettt be b s etesene $200.00
V Rev Fr Michael & Psa Lillian Lupu, Calgary, AB ........ccccoeoivineincnninicincircneee $200.00
St Stephen the Great, Clearwater, FL.......c.cccoeoiriiiiiniiineincnicnceceeeeceee e $200.00
Pauline Witmer, AKIon, OH ........c.cocovvioiiiiiieieciececee ettt ea e e re e eneens $200.00
Caleb Petit ......ocoevevneene. .$197.70
Sorana UrSU .........ccceevevevereeenans .$194.20
Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI.. .$160.00
Mariam ADUIAEINCR........c.ooviieiiiciieieieicteeet ettt $150.00
Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, ML........cccceiiiiiiriiiiiiieeiieieee et $100.00
ATIOILYITIOUS ...ttt b ettt bbbttt b b sttt s et bebeseeetetene $100.00
PaAUIa ANATEWS.....c.oviveeviieiiteeietcietc ettt ettt ettt b e b e ss et esseseesessesesseseesessesessesene $100.00
Z:en21da BENCH ..ottt ettt b e r et e $100.00
John G Boytor, San Tan Valley, AZ .........cccoeoirireininininieinieinienieesieteieseeesveeeeneenenee $100.00
Stephen Grabowski, Fairlawn, OH ... .$100.00

Romeao Goia........ .$100.00
Cornelia Golovanov..............c.oveveeeeveveeeeienenns .$100.00
Mary Ann Johnson & James Dripps, Hubbard, OH.. .$100.00
Jacquelyn M Kaufman, Hubbard, OH................ .$100.00
Sandra Kuziak, Wadsworth, OH.............ccovveviiviiiiirieeeeeeeeeeeeeee et eeenes $100.00
Melissa & Jeffrey Kennard, Richfield, OH.........cccccviiiiiniiniinincinciecneccieceee $100.00
Psa Anna Konkle, Jackson M .........c..cceiiuiiiiiiiiiiieiieecieeeieeete et ve v v $100.00
Milian Maur, Speedway, IN .........ccccoiiieiiiinirieitiieiei ettt $100.00
Carol & Bill Murrin, Hermitage, PA .......ccccoviiiniiieeineccieiecee e $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Ian Pac-Urar, Fairlawn, OH...........c..cccooiiiiiiiiiieceeceeeeveeveeveeeveee $100.00
David & Karen Pascu, Barberton, OH .$100.00
John & Lucy Pop, NOrthbrook, TL .........cccceriririeiiinirieieirieeiceieiei et $100.00
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ANAIEA ROIMIETO ...ttt ettt ettt ettt et s e aeeseeas e st esseseeseeseeseessensan $100.00
JONN SCANION........uiiiiiiiiiitiete ettt ettt vttt et et et e te s ss e s e b e eseeseeseeneensens $100.00
Elizabeth Ann Sheldrick .. .$100.00

Cynthia Smith................. .$100.00
Bob Talley, Columbus, OH.................. .$100.00
David & Arina Yuers, Walnut Creek, CA ........ooooviiiiiiiieeee e $100.00
BOZAAN APOSTOL.....viuiiuiieiietiieieieee ettt ettt be st be e eneas $96.95
VACKY DICIIICKH ...ttt ettt ebesse e beneeneas $96.95
DA TONILA.....veevieiiiricie ettt ettt ettt e s et eaeete e b e b e sseereeseessensenseereeseeneenne $96.95
EININEA POP ..ttt ettt ettt b et s et et ebeeteneenenteneas $96.95
M/M Alex Mindea, Chicago, IL .......cceieueieuiieieieieieieceie ettt ebe e $96.95
Greg & Julianna Thetford, Ellwood City, PA .$96.95
Smaranda Lieuallen............ .$96.95
Nikola Resanovic, Akron, OH... ...$96.95
LN SPATKS ...veueeeiieieti ettt ettt ettt ettt eb st et e e b teneebenteneas $96.95
ANCA HANGANU ...ttt ettt s et b e st et e b et ese s eneese s enesseneenan $96.20
REV FI JONN STAOT ...ttt ettt ettt ere et seeseereebeeneenee $72.64
Maria BAdAn .........ccoooviiiiieiiiieiciccie ettt et ettt ettt et e eae e enee $50.00
Thomas T Moga, Northville, ML.........ccooiiiiririieieieeeeeeeee e $50.00
Richard Grabowski, JACKSON, MI...........cooiuiiiiiiiiiiie e $50.00
Cathy & Leonard Jones, Philadelphia, PA ........cccocoiiiiinininiiieeee e $50.00
Elaine Luca, Struthers, OH .........cc.oooiiiuiiiiieiecee ettt eeeesae e anes $50.00
Margery Roman, West Middlesex, PA ...$50.00
Catherine Santos.............ccocvevvenennn. ...$50.00
Phillip Turfle .....ccooerererernnnne. ...$50.00
Sally A Shantz, Wadsworth, OH ..........ccccoieiiinninieiiiee e $50.00
ZA0A NEZRIU ...ttt ettt $48.46
Gary & Vicky Danis, Plymouth, MI.........cccooviiiniiinieiiieeeieie e $48.32
JAMES JOMES ..ttt bttt b ettt bbbt $48.32
IMLSVILLANA 1.ttt bbbttt $48.32
JORI NEGRIUL ...ttt bbbttt bbb $38.76
Jan Clark..... ...$28.87
Maria DeWitt.....ocoevverirrriirerirenenens ...$25.00
Lillian Kalugar, Madison Heights, MI.... ...$25.00
Michael & Linda Spanos, Hermitage, PA .........c.cocoiviriininininiiincieccericeeeseeeeieeaene $25.00
Rev & Psa Wayne Wright, Union City, OH........cccccerinieiminininiiinieincniceneeeieneeeveeeaens $24.01
ATIOTLYITIOUS ..ttt ettt b ettt b ettt ettt be b sttt e sttt e b b n e nnebene $20.00
Nelu & Maria Garoiu, Columbiana, OH...............ccceoviieiiiiiiiiiiccicceeceeeee e $20.00
Mark Vander LAAMN.........c.cc.cueuiiiirieiiiiieieiesete ettt $20.00
Mary Myers, Hermitage, PA........cccocoieiriiiiiiiiniciriceeneeeet et $20.00

Following the recent donation of $1,800 from the Romanian Orthodox
Episcopate of America, the Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) is
thankful for the support of our Episcopate, stating in one of their letters
that OCF remains committed to being the loving presence of Jesus Christ
and the Orthodox Christian Church on college campuses. Also, our
continuous support helps them to cultivate a campus community of
worship, witness, service, fellowship, and education.
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Goal:
$700,000
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The restoration project of the Bishop’s Residence continues!
The replacement of all the electric wiring has been completed and
the installation of the new concrete siding has started. At the same

time, work is in progress on the multiple porches of the building.
We thank you all for your moral and financial support!
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