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SPIRITUAL
VIGILANCE

An excerpt from the book, Spiritual Instruction and
Discourses I: The Authentic Seal, by Archimandrite
Aimilianos of the Holy Monastery of Simonos Petras,
as presented by Holy Archangel Michael Monastery,
Canones, New Mexico, in its publication DOXA, Fall
Issue 2016.

The most dreadful enemy created by post-industrial
culture, the culture of information technology and the
image, is cunning distraction. Swamped by millions of
images and a host of different situations on television
and in the media in general, people lose their peace of
mind, their self-control, their powers of contemplation
and reflection and turn outwards, becoming strangers
to themselves, in a word mindless, impervious to the
dictates of their intelligence. If people, especially
children, watch television for 35 hours a week, as they
do according to statistics, then are not their minds and
hearts threatened by Scylla and Charybdis, are they
not between the devil and the deep blue sea?

The majority of the faithful of the Church confess
that they do not manage to pray, to concentrate and
cast off the cares of the world and the storms of spirit
and soul which are to the detriment of sobriety, inner
balance, enjoyable work, family tranquility and a
constructive social life. The world of the industrial
image degenerates into real idolatry. . . . In the in-
dustrial era, people became consumers and slaves to
things produced. In post-industrial society, they are
also becoming consumers and slaves to images and
information, which fill their lives.

Restraint and spiritual vigilance are, for all those
who come into the world, a weapon made ready from
the experience of the monastic life and Orthodox Tra-
dition in general, one which abolishes the servitude
of humanity and preserves our health and sovereignty
as children of God.

DOXA is published quarterly by the Monastery of the
Holy Archangel Michael, HC 84, Box 6 C, CANONES,
NM 87516/575-638-5690 / holyarchangelmichael .org.
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ADDRESS OF His EMINENCE
ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL TO THE
2016 EriscoPATE CONGRESS

Welcome: Clergy, Mother Christophora, Mother
Gabriella, Delegates and Guests, Host Parish and
ARFORA Ladies.

By God’s Grace, we have arrived safely here at
Vatra for another annual Congress.

Before I enter into the substance of my presentation,
I consider it useful to share with you some background
information about the Church in North America which
will ease us into the main topic: the Great and Holy
Council held in the month of June in Crete.

Our Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America
has 97 parishes in Canada and in The United States.
Our Episcopate is one of 14 dioceses of the Orthodox
Church in America which has a diocese in Canada,
one in Mexico and twelve in The United States. In
addition to our Romanian Episcopate, among the so-
called ethnic or non-territorial dioceses are the Albanian
Archdiocese and the Bulgarian Diocese.

In Canada and The United States, these are the Or-
thodox jurisdictions: Ecumenical Patriarch, Antiochian,
Bulgarian, Georgian, OCA, Romanian, Russian, Serbi-
an. Under the Ecumenical Patriarch are the Albanian,
Carpatho-Russian, and Ukrainian jurisdictions. To
facilitate a common image vis-a-vis society and the
two federal governments, two Assemblies of Bishops
were established by the Patriarchates.

Of these two Assemblies of Canonical Bishops,
one is in The United States and one is in Canada,
which are sanctioned by all the autocephalous and
autonomous churches, indicating the acceptance of
the Orthodox Church in America as a canonical body
recognized by those churches. Of the total number of
these churches, one third recognize the autocephaly
of the Orthodox Church in America; one third do not
recognize it as the autocephalous church but do rec-
ognize it as canonical; one third have taken no stand
on recognizing it or not.

In the Assembly of Canonical Bishops of the United
States of America, twelve dioceses are represented by
our Metropolitan TIKHON, Archbishop of Washing-
ton and all America and their bishops. Because the
Episcopate has 36 parishes and missions in Canada,
the Episcopate is also a member of the Assembly of
Canonical Bishops of Canada.

This is the 84™ Annual Episcopate Congress of
Clergy and Lay Delegates from parishes across the
United States and Canada. Thanks be to God! Of
these 84 Congresses, I have chaired 32 and attended
9 others. Some clergy and laity have attended these as
well, and others have attended even more! I say this
SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2016

as a reminder to you of the stability of the Episcopate
through the decades of her existence. The four short
years of the presence in North America of Bishop
POLICARP (Morusca) of blessed memory, were both
turbulent and peaceful; the decade after his departure
under the guidance of Archpriest John Trutza, of blessed
memory, were both turbulent and peaceful years; the
years of Archbishop Valerian Trifa, of blessed memory,
were both turbulent and peaceful years; the 32 years
since the retirement of Archbishop of Valerian have
been both peaceful and turbulent.

It seems that this is not particular to our Episcopate
and to others in North America, but this unsettled state
of affairs has existed not only on this Continent but
everywhere and all times wherever the Church is. It
is the nature of the wicked spirit of the times to at-
tack the Church from without as well as from within.
Christ our Lord promised that the gates of hell shall
not prevail against the Church, but he did not say that
Hell would not try to prevail over the Church!

Nevertheless, the Church, the Body of Christ, moves
forward and upward in human history. To do this, it
is necessary for good order to exist everywhere in
the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. The
good order of the Episcopate is based on the Holy
Canons of our Church, Sacred Scripture and on our
particular Episcopate By-Laws. This good order, in
ecclesiastical language is called “Syn-odos” from the
Greek, meaning “walking together on the same road.”

In the past, we called the annual parish assembly
the parish synod. This Congress can also be called a
synod of the Episcopate or diocese; and locally, every
three years, our Orthodox Church in America meets
in an All American Council which is also a synod
of all the bishops and diocesan representatives. On
a rare occasion, such as took place this June on the
island of Crete, there can be a world-wide Holy and
Great Synod.

Thus, we have an annual parish assembly or synod,
an annual Episcopate Congress or synod, a triennial
OCA Synod and the historical infrequent Synod such
as was in Crete. The entire Church, which we confess
in the Creed as being One, Holy, Catholic and Apos-
tolic, is the Body of Christ. All Orthodox Christians
walk the same road “syn-odos” to the salvation of our
souls which is the purpose of the Church: to preach the
Good News and guide us to the salvation of our souls.

The May/June issue of SOLIA - The Herald is
dedicated to informing us about that Holy and Great

Cont. on page 6
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84TH ANNUAL EPISCOPATE CONGRESS

His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel with monastics and some of
the clergy following the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy on Sunday.

The 2016 Annual Episcopate Congress was held from
September 1-4,2016 at Vatra Romaneasca, Grass Lake,
Michigan, hosted by the St. Mary Church, Chicago,
Illinois. Due to the increased number of delegates, a
new “drive-thru” registration process was instituted
for efficiency and good order.

Thursday

The Clergy Conference was held on Thursday
afternoon at the Valerian D. Trifa Romanian-Amer-
ican Heritage Center on September 1 following the
celebration of the Divine Liturgy and the Service of
Small Blessing of Water in the lower St. Mary Pioneer
Chapel and lunch. A report on the Clergy Conference
written by Protopresbyter Laurence Lazar appears
elsewhere in this issue of Solia.

Friday

On Friday, September 2, following Divine Liturgy,
Registration and Lunch, the 84" Annual Episcopate
Council was convened at 2:00 pm in the upper St.
Mary Pioneer Chapel. Following the Invocation to the
Holy Spirit and Roll Call, the meeting was called to
order at 2:49 pm with 140 Delegates present (necessary
quorum was 132). The following individuals were
announced as forming the Bureau for the Congress:
Chair: General Secretary of Episcopate Council (EC)
Fr. Laurence Lazar (Southfield, MI) ; Chair Pro-Tem:
Fr. Ian Pac-Urar (Fairlawn, OH);

Recording Secretaries: Fr. David Subu (Falls Church,
VA), assisted by Fr. David Wey (Indianapolis, IN),
Fr. Dan Chirtu (London, ON), and Corina Phillips
(Fairlawn, OH);

Sergeants-at-arms: Dr. Horia Draghiciu (Indianap-
olis, IN), George Cantor (Cleveland, OH), Adrian
Donisa (Chicago, IL), and Nick Avramaut (Cleveland,
OH); Tellers: Stefan Russu (Kitchener, ON); George
Terhesh (Fairlawn, OH); Gregory Thetford (Ellwood
City, PA); Ryan Gieni (Regina, SK). Parliamentarian:
Ron Muresan (OB-USA), Psa. Mary-Lynn Pac-Urar
(Episcopate Legal Counsel), Fr. Dn. Wayne Paul
Wright (Fairlawn, OH).

The Agenda was approved, and the Chair noted
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that the Address of the Archbishop would be offered
on Saturday.

Fr. Lazar then recognized the following nine in-
dividuals who were accredited by the Episcopate
Council: Mother Abbess Christophora , Mother Abbess
Gabriella, Fr. Cornel Sirjita (Niagara Falls, ON), Fr.
John Konkle (Rives Junction, MI), Fr. John Richardson
(Stoney Creek, ON), Fr. Dan Chirtu (Aurora, ON),
Dn. Wayne Wright (Fairlawn, OH), Dn. Laike Misikir
(Detroit, MI), Dn. Nicolae Lapustea (San Jose, CA).

The Minutes of the 83rd Episcopate Congress were
approved.

At this time, Fr. Lazar presented a Resolution from
the Episcopate Council, approved at its meeting, 1
September 2016:

“Whereas the life of our God-protected Episcopate
has recently been attacked by calumny, slander, and
lies through the use of email, social media, publica-
tions and illegal demonstrations; and

Whereas the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of
America (ROEA) is a canonical diocese of the Orthodox
Church in America, its hierarchs being members of
its Holy Synod of Bishops, the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops of the United States America and the
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of Canada;

The Congress of the Romanian Orthodox Epis-
copate of America therefore resolves the following:

We affirm our allegiance and adherence to the
Holy Canons of the Orthodox Church, the Statutes of
the Orthodox Church in America and the Constitution
and By-Laws of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate
of America.

We assert our support and loyalty to His Eminence
Archbishop Nathaniel, Reverend Fr. Vicar David Oancea
and Reverend Fr. Vicar Dan Hoarste and others who
have been the objects of said attacks; and

We call upon the clergy of the Romanian Orthodox
Episcopate of America, its members and all faithful
Orthodox Christians to observe and protect the peace,
harmony, and good order of our Episcopate.

Done at Vatra Romaneasca, 2 September, 2016.”

The resolution was unanimously adopted by the
Congress.

The Chair referred the Delegates to the various
narrative reports in the printed Annual Report to the
Congress: Hierarchal Schedule; Status of the Clergy (at
which time new clergy were welcomed and “Memory
eternal” was intoned for departed clergy); Status of
Parishes, Missions; Special Events; Department of
Religious Education; Department of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries. Delegates discussed and approved the
reports. The Department of Finance report was then
presented by Mark Chestnut, Episcopate Comptroller,
who answered questions. The report was approved. The

Cont. on page 9
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HIERARCHS GATHER IN DETROIT FOR
ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING,
RECOMMIT TO PAN-ORTHODOX MANDATE

The Canonical Orthodox Bishops of
the United States of America convened
their 7" Annual General Assembly
Meeting in Detroit on October 4,2016
with the celebration of the Divine
Liturgy at the Antiochian Basilica
of Saint Mary in Livonia, Michigan.

The Bishops commenced their
work with an opening address by the
Assembly Chairman, His Eminence
Archbishop Demetrios, who greeted

and welcomed the hierarchs, encour- Hierarchs gathered following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy at the Antiochian

aging them that “...when we speak
together as an Assembly of Bishops, we do so with
the authority of the Church; we do not speak as juris-
dictions or merely as representatives, but as a single
body of Orthodox Hierarchs who are committed to
sharing the transformative light of Christ with our
local society.”

His Eminence began his remarks with an expres-
sion of gratitude and with reflections on the Holy and
Great Council which met in June of this year in Crete,
crowning 55 years of preparation. The Archbishop
noted that 12 of the Assembly’s bishops participated
in the productive conciliar work and discussions of the
Council, which “...helped us gain a better perception
of who we are and...of the need to consistently strive

for unity.”
Emphasizing the importance of our local Assembly,
the Chairman stated, “...we must search for ways to

align our local diocesan work with the work of the
Assembly, and it is obvious that our committees may
assist us.”

The first working session of the day commenced
with the participation of 41 hierarchs of the Church.
In brotherly love, and with responsibility and hopes for
a fruitful meeting, the bishops approved the minutes
of the 2015 General Assembly Meeting, the agenda
of their present work, and the financial report from
the treasurer. The bishops also heard the reports of
the work of the Assembly Secretariat and Committees.

A substantial amount of time during the day was
dedicated to hearing and discussing the reports from
five of the Assembly Agencies.

Fr. Steven Powley, Executive Director of Orthodox
Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM), presented a new
promotional video that describes the work of this
ministry in fulfilling the call to minister to those in
prisons through thousands of personal letters written
to prisoners, as well as the distribution of Bibles and
SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2016

Basilica of Saint Mary in Livonia, Michigan on October 4, 2016.

books, icons, pamphlets and spiritual works.

Mr. Dean Triantafilou, Executive Director of the
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)—the
humanitarian arm of the Assembly of Bishops —shared
details on IOCC’s work since its inception. IOCC has
delivered nearly $600 million of assistance worldwide
in some 50 countries during its 25-year existence. In
2015,10CC provided program services of $55 million.
This year to date, [OCC has provided program services
of $21 million and looks forward to celebrating its
25th Anniversary.

Fr. Martin Ritsi, Executive Director of the Ortho-
dox Christian Mission Center (OCMC), reported on
the ministry which focuses on evangelization and
re-evangelization of people. In 2015, 29 people served
as OCMC missionaries whose assignments in 6 coun-
tries involved catechism, theological and seminary
teaching, youth work, primary and secondary teaching,
counseling, translations and various outreach minis-
tries. Fr. Martin also described the SAMP (Support a
Mission Priest) program, which continues to subsidize
the support of almost 400 clergymen in 16 countries.
OCMC currently contributes to theological training
and mission projects in the over 30 countries.

Fr. Gregory Joyce, Board member, Mr. Charles
Lelon, Vice Chairman, and Ms. Eleni Alexiou, Man-
aging Director of Orthodox Christian Network (OCN),
each highlighted details of this effective media witness
around the world. OCN now offers a suite of Orthodox
mobile apps, which, along with other multimedia meth-
ods, reaches as many as 5.7 million people per week.

Mr. James Giannakis, of Orthodox Christian Fel-
lowship (OCF), presented ways OCF strives to be the
loving presence of Christ and the Orthodox Church on
college campuses. OCF is an integral part of students’
spiritual formation and challenges them to explore and

Cont. on page 12
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Address ... Cont. from page 3

Council/Synod that took place in June. The Encyclical
of the Great and Holy Council printed in the SOLIA
is the result of the discussions and decisions of the
hierarchs. Its sessions were televised for the whole
world to follow! Truly, this is an historical event in the
life of the Orthodox Church, the One, Holy, Catholic
and Apostolic Church founded by Jesus Christ.

The front cover photo of SOLIA shows the heads
of the local churches concelebrating the Divine and
Holy Liturgy at the opening of the Council. There
in the middle of the hierarchs, unlike previous great
synods or councils of past centuries, are microphones!
In the text of the Encyclical there are seven major
issues considered by the Council. These affect us as
well as all Orthodox.

I. The Church: Body of Christ, image of the
Holy Trinity
II. The Mission of the Church in the World
III. The Family: Image of Christ’s love toward
the Church
IV. Education in Christ
V. The Church in the face of Contemporary
Challenges
VI. The Church in the face of Globalization,
the Phenomenon of extreme Violence and
migration

VII. Church: witness in Dialogue

These chapters are broken down into sections. At
the beginning of the document are the 10 signatures
of the heads of these Autocephalous and autonomous
churches and in addition at the end of the document
are the signatures of 152 more hierarchs from the 10
churches. Four churches were absent. This Council is
the most extensive representation of the Church and
of various peoples in history. It has been televised to
millions of persons. It was conceived over 100 years
ago, was 60 years in the making and is the first uni-
versal Council/Synod in 1200 years!

I am sharing this information with you, because it
should strengthen us here as it does and will all Or-
thodox Christians the world over. It is about the unity
of the Church and the reaffirmation of the purpose of
the Church in the 21st Century. In the Introduction to
the document it states: “The fact that we have ‘our
citizenship in heaven’ in no way negates, but rather
strengthens our witness in the world.” ... “The Church
lives not for herself. She offers herself for the whole
of humanity in order to raise up and renew the world
into new heavens and a new earth.”

In the concluding words of the document, the Fathers
gathered in Synod state: “Addressing these things in
Council/Synod to the children throughout the world of
our most holy Orthodox Church, as well as to the entire
world, following the holy Fathers and the Conciliar
decrees so as to preserve the faith received from our
fathers and to ‘uphold good ways’ in our daily life in
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the hope of the common resurrection, we glorify God
in three hypostases...” .

Let’s bring this into our own arena of the 2016
Congress of the Episcopate!

First: The Church: Body of Christ, image of the
Holy Trinity. We are here as a local church: “Where
the bishop is, there is the Church” said St. Irenaeus
of Lyon. As the fathers of the Council of Crete stated,
the Church is the Body of Christ. We are here because
the parishes and monasteries are that body that witness
in North America. When we say, “Episcopate,” we
are saying: “The Church.” Every bishop is the head
of his church, his flock.

Second: The Mission of the Church in the World.
We will listen to the reports on how the administration,
the Episcopate Council, concerns itself with those
areas described in the By-Laws about the operation of
the Episcopate. Each parish bears witness to its own
mission in its annual assembly or synod.

Thirdly: The Family: Image of Christ’s love
toward the Church. The parishes are comprised of
individuals; some are single, some are married. The
parish is a family, and together the parishes and mon-
asteries comprise the local family, the Episcopate. In
this Conciliar document, there is great emphasis on
what a Christian family is and what Christian marriage
is. It is necessary for us here to read this chapter with
attention, because it reminds us of the foundation of
society: the family.

Fourth: Education in Christ. This area is not new
to the Episcopate. Through the years of existence, the
Episcopate had a Commission on Religious Education
and presently has its Department of Religious Education.
This department reports annually to the Congress and
invites the parishes to establish church school programs
for children, teens and adults. The document states:
“Education relates not only to what man is, but also
to what man should be.” The fathers of the Council
are concerned with what is being taught in public
educational institutions, and they urge clergy, parents
and youth to be aware and alert to this issue and to
respond. As parents, and all Orthodox Christians, we
must be fully involved in the process of educating our
young Christian children.

Fifth: The Church in the face of Contemporary
Challenges. Although the document is addressing
the Church throughout the world, we are part of that
Church, and thus we will also face contemporary chal-
lenges, in particular: “...extreme and even provocative
expressions of the ideology of secularization, inherent
in political, cultural and social developments. Among
which is the full autonomy of man from Christ and
Jfrom the spiritual influence of the Church.”

Our families, our parishes, our Episcopate must con-
front these challenges. In this area, we must be careful
not to see the parish or the Episcopate as a political,
social or cultural entity. We must never lose sight
of the reality and only reality that the Church is the
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Body of Christ, the family, the parish, the Episcopate.

Sixth: The Church in the face of Globalization,
the Phenomenon of extreme Violence and migration.
This chapter affects us individually and collectively.
Globalism, the reality of extreme violence in societies,
the movement of immigration across continents does
affect us and will more and more in the future. Our
children, with us, are bombarded by the effects of
globalism. There is the “... leveling and impersonal
standardization promoted by globalization and also
to the extremes of nationalism.” Acts of outrageous
violence overflow on television shows and the news
broadcasts, along with these kinds of scenes on the
internet and promoted through Facebook and other
social media affecting us and our children.

Our parishes exist in various-sized communities
and cities. New immigration of peoples arrive in the
neighborhoods, and as Orthodox Christians we are
called on to show Christian love and support. Most of
our grandparents, parents, and perhaps we, ourselves,
have immigrated. We know how difficult it can be to
accommodate to a new environment, language and
culture. New people in old places require our love
and patience.

Seven: Church - witness in Dialogue. The Church
has spread the Good News throughout the world since
the time of her Lord Jesus Christ. Through the centu-
ries, his invitation to salvation has reached peoples of
many cultures and backgrounds, among which are the
native tribes of Alaska who accepted Holy Orthodoxy
from the monks, priests and bishops who brought the
good news to them. Thus, the faith has spread from
Jerusalem throughout the Mediterranean, to the North
and to the South, to the East and to the West. In some
places, there are peoples of non-Orthodox beliefs;
and thus, when the two encounter one another, there
is need for dialogue, such as has been happening in
Western Europe, North America and the Far East.
“The Orthodox Church has never accepted theological
minimalism or permitted its dogmatic traditional and
evangelical ethos to be called into question.”

In our own parishes, we are aware of people
searching for the true faith, for the path of salvation.
Thus, on a local parish level, we must be prepared to
bear witness and to invite others into the fullness of
the faith; we also participate on a local front in the
“witness in dialogue” of the universal Church.

Since 1990, the Episcopate has received into her
life many new faithful and clergy. We have tried to
accommodate these needs, sometimes encouraging the
faithful to attend the existing parishes, or by establishing
new missions. Look at our roea.org website and note
the date of establishment of each parish and mission.
God has blessed our work, and we are encouraged to
reach those who also choose to be in the Romanian
Orthodox Episcopate of America.

Recently, the Episcopate Congress accepted a large
number of missions as parishes. We proposed this so
SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2016

that the larger number of faithful could take part in
the Annual Episcopate Congress/Synod. It seemed
appropriate, and we are pleased that there are clergy
and delegates here today to take part in the on-going
history of this Episcopate. The number of possible
delegates is approximately 258, plus the auxiliaries
would bring the number to 270, plus a few more “ex
officio.” There is not enough space to provide tables
for everyone. That is another reason why we held the
conference at a hotel last year.

In the first lines of this presentation, I mentioned
something about the hierarchs. I am now bringing to
our attention that when the Vatra was purchased in
1938, the buildings came with the purchase of the then
so-called “Grey Tower Farms.” Most of the original
buildings were retained, although later Archbishop
Valerian had to choose to have some barns demol-
ished. What remains of the original buildings are the
residence, the Tower, lancu, Pomutz buildings and
the ARFORA house. Newer buildings in order of
appearance are the church, the dormitory, pavilion,
chivot, and camp director’s office and sanitary facil-
ities. These are in fairly good condition. Our concern
is directed to the residence, the tower and pavilion.
The chivot in the Policarp section of the cemetery is
also in need of care.

Last year, the Episcopate Council decided that there
is a need for a special project for the restoration and
amelioration of these buildings, and it established the
“Vatra Generations” financial project. The goal of this
project is to cover the expenses for these restorations.
Further delay will promote further deterioration and
loss of the use of these facilities. Thankfully, we have
completed a major step in one of the projects, that is,
the re-roofing of the Tower Pavilion. It should provide a
more pleasant space with improved air-release functions
on the roof. This was a cost of about $30,000. The
total project approved by Council is in the $600,000
figure which includes a number of necessary actions
on the residence, the tower and pavilion and the
chivot. Mr. Robert Cole, a Jackson life-long resident
and distinguished architect, has taken on the project
pro bono. There is a story about the archbishop who
fund raises for a necessary project. “There is good
news and bad news,” he says. “The bad news is that
the project costs at least $600,000. The good news is
that it is in our pockets!”

The Council is asking that the parishes give this
project a top priority so that we can go ahead with
the preservation and amelioration of these buildings
which are the Vatra Heritage from the time of Bishop
Policarp, Father Trutza and Archbishop Valerian and
hopefully for years to come.

During one of the Summer Education Camps, a
gentleman came outside the Avram lancu Hall where
we were standing. He said that he had been to camp
in 1955. I invited him in to the dining hall, and he

Cont. on page 11
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HoLy TRINITY — YOUNGSTOWN

CELEBRATE

=

On the weekend of September 17-18, 2016, Holy
Trinity Parish in Youngstown, Ohio celebrated 110
years of existence! Youngstown was an important
industrial city in the early 20th century. The im-
migrants moved to the area looking for work, and
communities began to develop. Orthodox churches
started to appear, and among them the Romanian
church. This was the beginning of Romanian Ortho-
doxy in Mahoning Valley, OH. Over the years, Holy
Trinity Parish was one of the largest parishes in the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America. Today,
there are 55 devoted members.

The whole church family worked together cleaning
and painting at the church and hall, organizing meals
and decorations, making the commemorative booklet
and displays of pictures, rehearsing services, and all
the behind the scenes work that needs to be done for
such an event.

Finally, the day came. Saturday evening, His Em-
inence NATHANIEL, Archbishop of Detroit and the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America arrived.
The hierarch was greeted traditionally with bread and
salt by the president of the parish, children dressed
in Romanian costumes, and by the Parish Priest - Fr.
Florin Bica. Great Vespers started at 5:00 pm and was
followed by the Memorial Service for the souls of our
church’s founders, fathers and mothers departed from
us. The clergy that served that evening were: Rev. Fr.
David Oancea, one of the Vicars of the Episcopate;

8 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA

110TH ANN

Archbishop Nathaniel with Clergy and Faithful following the Divine Liturgy.

IVERSARY
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Very Rev. Fr. James Barkett, President of the Clergy
Association of Mahoning Valley, OH and the Parish
Priest of Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church in
Warren, OH; Rev. Fr. Daniel Rohan - Parish Priest of
St. Mark Antiochian Orthodox Church, Youngstown,
OH; Very Rev. Fr. George Treff, Parish Priest of Holy
Cross Orthodox Church, Hermitage, PA; and the host
Priest, Rev. Fr. Florin Bica. Rev. Fr. Cosmin Antones-
cu, one of the former priests of Holy Trinity, came
from the Washington, DC area and arrived during the
service. That evening, the faithful from Youngstown
and Warren who attended the services were blessed
to hear uplifting spiritual messages from Archbishop
Nathaniel and the clergy. Following the services, a
reception took place in the Social Hall.

Sunday morning, Matins started at 9:00 am, followed
by Hierarchal Liturgy, presided by His Eminence
Archbishop Nathaniel. Concelebrating were: Rev.
Fr. Vicar David Oancea, V. Rev. Fr. James Barkett,
Rev. Fr. Cosmin Antonescu, Rev. Fr. Florin Bica and
Fr. Deacon Wayne Wright from Presentation of Our
Lord, Fairlawn, OH.

The church was full with faithful from our parish
and from the sisters parishes: Warren, OH, Hermitage,
PA, Cleveland, OH and Alliance, OH. The Liturgy
was beautiful, a true representation of the beauty of
God’s Heavenly Kingdom. Fr. Cosmin Antonescu,
who served Holy Trinity Church between 2006-2009,

Cont. on page 9
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84" Annual ... Cont. from page 4

Clergy and Faithful during the Memorial Service in St Mary
Cemetery.

Proposed Budget for 2017 was then presented, discussed
and approved. Friday’s Session then recessed at 5:00 pm.
Saturday

Session II of the Congress was called to order on
Saturday, September 3 at 9:28 am.

Delegates reviewed or listened to presentations on
reports from the Departments of Missions, Department
of Publications, Department of Christian Assistance,
Commission on Religious Art, External Affairs. The
report were accepted.

His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel then pre-
sented his Address to the 84th Congress (See his
complete Address elsewhere in this issue of Solia).
After the Address, the Congress viewed a video on
the Great and Holy Council of 2016 (See www.cler-
gylaity.org or www.orthodoxcouncil.org). After the
viewing, the Archbishop exhorted the priests to share
the Encyclical of the Holy and Great Council article in
the May/June issue of Solia with their parish councils
and the faithful.

Session II recessed at 11:29 am and delegates pro-
ceeded to the cemetery for the Annual Memorial Service.
Following lunch, Session III convened at 2:35 pm.
The Chair directed the Congress delegates to the Vatra
Generations Budget which Mr Chestnut presented. The
delegates discussed the renovations and methods of
fundraising. The budget passed.

The reports on Vatra Administration, Vatra Prop-
erty Maintenance & Improvement Projects were then
presented by Mr Chestnut. The reports were accepted.

Auxiliary Organizations (ARFORA, AROY &
Orthodox Brotherhood USA) and the Family Life
Conference then presented their reports, which were
accepted by the Congress.

The Chair reminded the Congress that in 2017,
parishes are to elect new delegates to the Congress
(2 Delegates and 2 alternates) for a two-year term.
Delegates may serve for a maximum of consecutive
four years. Alternates cannot be elected without first
electing delegates.

The Chair also directed the delegates to note that
they received a Congress Evaluation Form in their
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packets, and they were encouraged to complete and
return them.

Under New Business / Recommendations from the
Episcopate Council, Fr. Remus Grama presented a
resolution from the Episcopate Council on the recent
efforts for revision of the Romanian Constitution to
protect the Sanctity of Marriage and the Family. The
following text was approved by the Congress:

“The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America
assembled in its 84th Annual Congress lauds the re-
vision of the Romanian Constitution in regards to the
definition of the family. In accordance with Scriptural
teaching, as well as the tradition of the Romanian
Orthodox Church and its adherents, the family is un-
derstood as beginning with the union, blessed in the
Church, of a man and a woman. Therefore, we stand
by the efforts of the Church of Romania and all those
who promote this traditional understanding of family.”

Following the motion to adjourn, Fr. Laurence Lazar
thanked the host parish (St. Mary, Chicago IL) and the
Coffee Shop host (St. Athanasius Mission, Naperville
IL) and the staff, and all the delegates, then led the
Congress in a closing prayer, with the Benediction
given by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel.

Sunday

Each evening, Vespers was celebrated in the lower
St. Mary Pioneer Chapel followed by Supper. On Sat-
urday night, a special, superb program of Romanian
music was presented by a four-person ensemble from
Chicago. On Sunday, Archbishop Nathaniel celebrated
the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy assisted by the clergy
delegates, which was followed by the traditional closing
banquet in the Tower Pavillion.

HOly Tl'inity ese Cont. from page 8

offered a homily, in which he congratulated the par-
ish and brought back memories from the past. Father
Cosmin recalled the lasting friendships and wonderful
memories he made during his service in Youngstown
that will be carried with him throughout his lifetime.
The service was concluded by His Eminence Nathaniel,
who spoke about the place of our parish in the history
of Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America. Also,
Archbishop Nathaniel awarded a Gramata to Holy
Trinity Parish as a sign of hierarchal appreciation.
After the veneration of the holy cross, everybody
enjoyed the delicious ethnic dinner prepared by the
tireless ladies of the parish.

There was also a Program in the Social Hall, con-
ducted by Mrs. Louise Gibb, the Mistress of the Cere-
monies, which welcomed and introduced the dignitaries
among whom was the main speaker, His Eminence
Archbishop Nathaniel. Fr. Florin Bica thanked His
Eminence, the clergy and all the participants for being
present at this historic moment in the life of the parish.
The day was concluded with the benediction prayer.

Rev. Fr. Florin Bica
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ST. GEORGE, CANTON — 105™ ANNIVERSARY

Following the Divine Liturgy, Archbishop Nathamel with (L-R): V Rev Fr Remus Grama, Rev Deacon Wayne Wright, Rev Fr

Ionel Satnoianu, Rev Fr David Oancea, Rev Fr Geani Nemes.

On October 1-2, 2016, St. George Parish in Canton,
Ohio celebrated our 105th Anniversary. We began the
weekend with His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel
celebrating the Divine Liturgy on October 1 (Protection
of the Mother of God), assisted by Rev. Fr. Vicar Da-
vid Oancea, Rev. Fr. Ionel Satnoianu (our new parish
priest), Protopresbyter Vasile Barsan, Rev. Deacon
Wayne Wright and Rev. Deacon Orestes Varonis. On
Saturday evening, Archbishop Nathaniel was presented
with homemade bread and salt prior to the memorial
service, followed by Great Vespers.

Following Great Vespers, we enjoyed a casual
gathering in the social hall. Parishioners and guests
enjoyed Romanian music by DJ Vlad and Romanian
karaoke while setting up for the Sunday banquet. On
Sunday morning, we celebrated Matins, the Vesting
of our Hierarch Archbishop Nathaniel, and the Hier-
archical Divine Liturgy. The children of the parish
presented Archbishop Nathaniel with flowers, and he
graciously blessed them. Fr. Geani Nemes from St.
Nicholas Parish in Alliance, Ohio, also served along
with Fr. David and Fr. Deacon Wayne.

Our celebration banquet followed the Divine Liturgy,
and the ladies of the parish did an outstanding job of
preparing a delicious meal. A very special thank you
to Flory Aldea and her mother Cornelia Halmaciu for
donating all the dinner expenses in memory of father
and husband Dumitru Halmaciu. Thank you to Frank
Esposito, one of our caterers, for staying in the kitchen
during Divine Liturgy so that our parishioners could
attend services. We want to also thank Julia Cheatham
for the beautiful dinner music. Julia is part of the
Canton Jr. Symphony, and we are very proud of her
accomplishments.

Mr. Silviu Sandru welcomed everyone to our cel-
ebration and introduced guests from other parishes.
In attendance was Very Rev. Fr. Remus Grama and
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parishioners from Cleveland, Ohio; Fr. Geani Nemes
and parishioners from Alliance, Ohio, Fr. Michael
Corbin from St. George Antiochian Church in Canton;
Fr. Florin Bica from Youngstown, Ohio; and Deacon
Wayne Wright from Fairlawn, Ohio.

A few years ago, as an outreach program, we started
partnering with the Stark Regional Community Correc-
tion Center, and we acknowledged two of the Center’s
supervisors. We work very closely with them, and they
are always very accommodating to arrange schedules
so we can be covered with community workers for
our special projects.

Fr. Ionel, Parish Priest, and Laura Saraclar, Par-
ish Council President, welcomed everyone to the
celebration and began the program. An empty chair
and candle at the head table represented the many
parishioners that are no longer present. To remember
those parishioners who have passed since our 100th
Anniversary, a candle was lit for each one as their
names were mentioned.

Following the candle ceremony, roses were distrib-
uted to Council past presidents, Ladies Auxiliary past
presidents and scholarship recipients. Parishioners who
were married, converted, and baptized at St. George
during the past five years were also recognized, and
those who were present were given an icon on behalf
of the parish. Chris and Cindy Kisik were also pre-
sented with an icon for their AA outreach program
which they host every Sunday evening at St. George.

Fr. David Oancea, who grew up in Canton, was
presented with a gift of a traveling stole and cuffs to
celebrate his becoming a priest. We are very proud of
him and wanted him to know that Canton will always
be his home. His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel was
presented with an ink pen set engraved with his name
as a remembrance of his visit. His Eminence concluded

Cont. on page 11
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2016 CLERGY CONFERENCE OF THE
ROMANIAN ORTHODOX EPISCOPATE
OF AMERICA

Each year the clergy, in other words the priests
and deacons of the diocese, meet the day before the
Episcopate Congress. This has been the tradition for
many decades, when the Congress has been at the
Vatra or when the venue has occasionally been at one
of our parishes.

Actually, for a number of years, there have been two
such annual gatherings. The one day pre-Congress
session has customarily been focused (at least more
recently) on administrative concerns. There has also
been established another session of three to four days
duration which concentrates on the needed “Continuing
Education” of the clergy, a rare opportunity when the
brotherhood from across the United States and Can-
ada can casually spend personal time together while
energizing their parochial ministry. This gathering — a
mix of conference and spiritual retreat, dubbed our
“Confertreat,” is usually held in February in Arizona,
where the weather is warm and relaxing.

On September 1 of this year, the clergy met at the
Vatra with the Arch-shepherd of the Episcopate, His
Eminence Nathaniel. The weather was beautiful, and
the day began with receiving the Body and Blood
of the Lord in the Divine Liturgy, celebrated in the
(lower) St Mary Pioneer’s Chapel. Lunch followed and
after casually walking the green lawns of the Vatra,
the Clergy Conference convened in the Valerian D.
Trifa Romanian American Heritage Center.

As part of the agenda, there were general directives
given regarding administrative matters that the clergy
must fulfill in the relationship between the parish and
the Episcopate Office. Concern was expressed for
Bishop Irineu and the continuing investigation by the
OCA’s ORSMA commission, as well as the tragic fire
that destroyed the church of Ascension Monastery in
Clinton.

Fr Cornel Avramescu, one of the senior priests of
the diocese, spoke on his pastoral experiences over
the years. He emphasized that while there is a place
for social activity within the parish, the emphasis
must be on the faith. People become “faithful” to
the Church, and the parish grows when they see and
feel the spiritual benefits.

Fr Vicar Dan Hoarste addressed his detailed paper
to the critical spiritual needs of the youth, saying there
needs to be a “vision” in the diocese for the care of
the youth and families.

Fr Remus Grama suggested that the Episcopate
take a public stand in defense of the traditional
family, which is being aggressively attacked in our
SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2016

increasingly secularized society around the world, in
Romania and certainly the United States and Canada.
He was asked to draft a statement that was adopted
after consideration by the 2016 Episcopate Congress.
The Chancellor, Fr Vicar David Oancea, then updated
the clergy on the system adopted by the Episcopate
and those available to the parishes regarding the back-
ground checks mandated by the Orthodox Church in
America, out of critical concern for the safety of our
children, all parishioners and the clergy themselves.
The Archbishop himself addressed his clergy with

A Reflection on the Priesthood, touching on lines
from the book “The Orthodox Pastor” by the late
Archbishop John (Shahovskoy) of San Francisco. He
reminded them that wherever they serve, they and the
flock entrusted to them are part of the One undivided
Body of Christ who is the eternal High Priest of the
Church; the singular, united Church He established for
all people, all cultures, in every place, and for all time.
Protopresbyter Laurence Lazar

Address ... Cont. from page 7

went right to the photograph of that camp and said:
“Here I am!” And so, after those many decades, he
re-connected with the Vatra. It is our hope that others
will also be able to do this with the restored buildings
and halls of the Vatra Campus.

In closing, I must thank our two vicars, Rev. Fr.
David Oancea, Chancellor and head of the Publishing
Department and member of the Financial Committee,
and Rev. Fr. Dan Hoarste, Head of the Department
of Youth and Young Adult Ministry and Romanian
Language Secretary; to Mr. Mark Chestnut, Finan-
cial Secretary and Assistant Treasurer; Mr. Richard
C. Grabowski, Department of Publications Business
Manager and Ms. Marsha Klein, Episcopate Treasurer.
Also thanks to the heads of the Departments in The
United States and Canada.

God’s blessings on them and on us here in this 84™
Episcopate Congress.

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop

St. George eee Cont. from page 10

the celebration as the principal speaker.

Our celebration is over, but we look to the future
with renewed hope; and now that, with God’s help,
we will celebrate our 110th Anniversary in five years.

Rev. Fr. Ionel Satnoianu
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FINANCIAL REPORT

EPISCOPATE SUPPORTER
Psa Martha MacLellan, Winnipeg, MB........cccoccooiiiiiiiiniiiiiiicccicieeees
Paul & Silvia Costea, Dearborn Hts, MI .... .
Phil & Connie Paranuik, Fredericton, NB ..
Daniel & Helen Tonita, Regina, SK .
Elizabeth Ciocanea, Cleveland, OH..
Thrisia Pana, Regina, SK..................
Jessica & Joe Wise, Rocky River, OH.
Mary Pana, Regina, SK

GENERAL DONATIONS
St Mary, Anaheim, CA (Hierarch Travel) ....$1,000.00
St Mary, Colleyville, TX (Hierarch Travel)... ....$1,000.00
St Nicholas, Alliance, OH (Hierarch Travel).... ....$1,000.00

$500.00
$500.00
$500.00
$500.00

Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA (Hierarch Travel).
Holy Cross, Hollywood, FL........
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH ...
Rev Fr lonut Preda, Ridgewood, (

St Dumitru, New York City, NY (Hierarch Travel) ....
St Nectarios, Stoney Creek, ON (Hierarch Travel)
St Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA (Hierarch Travel) ....
St Elias, Schomberg, ON (Hierarch Travel)
John Kisereu, Des Plaines, IL (Congress Donation)...
Helen & Nicholas Burz, Royal Oak, MI
Eugene & Mary Ann Kauffman, New Castle, PA (Congress Donation) ..
Pavel & Floarea Getejanc, Washington, MI (Congress Donation)..
Ileana Maris, West Hazleton, PA ...
Rev Fr Angelo Pepps, Kalamazoo,
Lillian Fedorovici, Livonia, MI .....
Marcella Bourean, Warren, MI
Psa Martha MacLellan, Winnipeg, MB (Mission Fund)
Psa Martha MacLellan, Winnipeg, MB (ACE Fund)..
Stephanos Athenagoras, New York, NY (ACE Fund).... ..
M/M loan Braescu, Redford, MI............coooiiiiiiiiiiiicce e b

MEMORIAM

Dr Gheorghe Marinescu, Rochester Hills, MI (IMO Family Members)
Dr Gary Scavnicky, Novi, MI (IMO Mary Ann Zarb & Florence Brott)
James & Julie Emig, Tafton, PA (IMO Ersilia Maximo) .........ccccccceeuen
Alex & Marian McDonnell, Wynnewood, PA (IMO Ersilia Maximo)

VATRA GENERATIONS
ANONYMOUS ..ottt ....$5,000.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN .. .$1,004.00
St Anne, Pomona, CA (IHO Fr Peter Duvinin) ...$1,000.00

St Mary Cathedral Ladies Auxiliary, Cleveland, OH...........cccocooviniininnne $1,000.00
(IHO past National ARFORA Presidents)
Cornel & Sharon Ivascu, Franklin, MI
Drs Jeffrey & Felicia Ivascu O’Connor, Birmingham, MI ......
Cathy & Lenny Jones, Philadelphia, PA (IMO Ersilia Maximo)
Dr Horia & Mihaela Draghciu, Muncie, IN...
St George Cathedral, Regina, SK
Fr David & Psa Stephanie Subu, Springfield, VA....
Sts Constantine & Elena, Indianapolis, IN ....
V Rev Fr Chesarie Bertea, Elmhurst, NY...
Cecelia Derstine, Pennsburg, PA (IMO Ersilia Maximo)...
V Rev Fr Ioan Cozma, New York, NY .......ccccccooeenns
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH (IMO Ersilia Maximo) .
M/M John & Juliana Majeski, Garnet Valley, PA....
Stephanie Yova-Yazge, Greensburg, PA...
Steve & Katherine Miroy, Stafford, VA
Valerie Nutial, Chicago, IL
M/M Dumitru & Nicoleta Rad, Huntingdon Valley, PA
(IMO Ersilia Maximo) ..
Mary Ross, St John, IN
Armand Scala, Rockville, MD
George & Helen Blebea, Alliance, OH
Mary Hample, Saylorsburg, PA (IMO Ersilia Maximo)
Katherine Hargrave, Philadelphia, PA (IMO Ersilia Maximo).
M/M Corbin Washington, Alliance, OH ..
Ioana Rosu-Banu, Calgary, AB ...
Aurelia Muntean, Chicago, IL ....
James Dirvin, Philadelphia, PA (IMO Ersilia Maximo)
Mary Lukashunas, Glenside, PA (IMO Ersilia Maximo)
Ioana Rosu-Banu, Calgary, AB
Ruth Polivka, Waxham, NC
EPISCOPATE ASSESSM
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI (2016)
St Andrew, Potomac, MD (2016)...
St John, Shell Valley, MB (2016) ..
St George, Canton, OH (2017) ......
HOLY ASCENSION MONASTERY FIRE APPEAL
St John, Kitchener, ON
St Andrew, McKees Rocks, PA
R.O.C.O.R. Diocese of Chicago, Des Plaines, IL....
St George Cathedral, Southfield, MI ...
Holy Forty Martyrs, Markham, ON

...$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$800.00
...$765.00
...$700.00
$550.00
...$300.00
...$300.00

...$100.00

...$100.00

....$3,000.00
$1,250.00
$570.00
$500.00

...$2,844.00
$1,000.00
...$1,000.00
$909.00
...$700.00
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St George, Canton, OH........c.ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicee e
Charles & Candace Erber, Fremont, MI .. .

St Luke Mission, Markham, ON....
St Andrew, Potomac, MD ...........
Holy Transfiguration, Livonia, MI.
Sharon United Methodist Church, Manchester,
St Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA..........
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Ridgewood, NY .
Mark & Deborah Scott, Kerrville, TX.
Protection Monastery, Anchorage, AK.
Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI
Rev Fr & Psa Dan Chirtu, Aurora, ON ...
St Herman, Hudson, OH....................
Louis Devries, Colorado Springs, CO .
Demetri Falticeni, Jupiter, FL.
Curtis Gaynor, Fridley, MN......
Luke & Ashley Loboda, Pittsburgh, PA
Mary Ross, St John, IN
St Andrew, Potomac, MD
St Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church, Cohoes, NY ..
Gabriela Darie, North York, ON

$350.00
...$305.00
...$300.00
$250.00
...$200.00
...$200.00
$200.00
$100.00

Anonymous....
Anonymous
Anonymous....
2016 CONGRESS BANQUET DONATIONS
$300.00
Rev Fr loan Catana, Kirkland, WA
$200.00

Radu & Rachel Chebeleu, North Wales, PA; Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL; M/M Paul
Scales, Dallas, TX; Simeon & Florica Stefan, Ridgewood NY; St John, Kitchener, ON
$150.00
Rev Fr Cornel Avramescu, Anaheim, CA; Rev Fr Ian & Psa Mary Lynn Pac-Urar,

Fairlawn, OH

$100.00
M/M John Besoiu Jr, Mineral Ridge, OH; Bucciarelli Family, Livonia, MI; Mark P
Chestnut, Grass Lake, MI; Richard Grabowski, Jackson, MI; Rev Fr Alin Munteanu,
Merrillville, IN; Rev Fr Dimitrie Musta, Glendale, NY; Rev Fr David Oancea, Jack-
son, MI; Rev Fr Cristian Preda & Rev Fr Ionut Preda; Rev Fr & Psa Romey Rosco,
Dearborn Hts, MI; Simona & Stefan Russu, Kitchener, ON; St Dumitru, New York,
NY; Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA; Virgil Simplaceanu, Pittsburgh, PA;
Mary Katherine Stanesa, Dearborn, MI; Rev Fr Narcis Stoica, Boston, MA; Mike &
Mihaela Williams, Canton, MI

$50.00
Rev Fr Vasile Barsan, Canton, OH; Rev Fr Florian Bica, Youngstown, OH; Stephen
Grabowski, Fairlawn, OH; Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH; V Rev Fr Laurence Lazar
& Family, Southfield, MI; Ron Muresan/Carmen Ionescu, Portland, OR; Rev Fr John
& Psa Daniela Nemes, Alliance, OH; Perry Toderian, Regina, SK

$40.00

Rev Fr & Psa Daniel Pop, Grand Rapids, MI
$35.00
Vasile Popovici, Rancho Mission Viejo, CA

$30.00
Vasile Cocariu, Bloomfield Hills, MI; Christian G Costea, Dearborn Heights, MI; Rev
Fr Sabin Pop, Bloomfield Hills, MI

$25.00
Pearl Jonascu, Westland, MI; Veturia Nicula, Livonia, MI; Carol Schweitzer, San
Diego, CA; Irina Williams, Canton, OH

$20.00
Anonymous; Mother Christophora, Ellwood City, PA; Ana Cotrigasanu, L’lle Perrot,
QC; Craciun Family, Northville, MI; Ilie Crisan, Salaberry-de-Valleyfield, QC; Mother
Magdalena, Ellwood City, PA; Calin Moldovan, Garden City, MI; Dan & Corina
Phillips, Lodi, OH; Dorina Riscutta, N Olmsted, OH; Mary & Ray Sankey, New
Castle, PA; Schester Family, Plymouth, MI; Rev Dn Wayne Paul Wright, Fairlawn, OH

$15.00

Eugenia Poroch, St Clair Shores, MI

$10.00

Anonymous; Cristina Mititelu, Westland, MI...........cccocoiiiiiniiiiniiiiies $10.00

Annunciation Cathedral, Montreal, QC ... $200.00(CF)
Rev Fr Florian Ene, Markham, QC .. ..$100.00(CF)
Tonut Rotariu, Montreal, QC .$40.00(CF)
C Marin, Stoney Creek, ON ... ....$10.00(CF)

Hierarchs Gather ... Cont. from page 5

to live their Faith on a daily basis. OCF currently has
more than 320 campus chapters throughout the country.

The first day’s work concluded with a meaningful
discussion and some clarification on the Assembly’s
mandate following the Council in Crete. Following
this discussion, the Hierarchs recommitted to their
common work as members of the Assembly of Ca-
nonical Bishops of the United States.
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BOOK REVIEW
TALKING TO THE
TREES

Simon Ungarian,
Art Bookbindery, 2016, 156 pages

The Romanian Or-
thodox immigrants who
settled and developed
the lands in the Shell |
Valley, Manitoba, area |
of Western Canada a
century ago, were not
able to record or write
down their family his-
tories. That responsi-
bility or obligation was
passed down to their
children. In Talking to
the Trees, Simon Un-
garian gracefully and
gratefully fulfills the
sharing of the history
of the Ungurean/Bilyk family.

The title of this book serves to attract the interest
of the reader. However, a more meaningful title
might be: A Journey of Faith: The Sowing and
Reaping of the Orthodox Faith in Shell Valley,
Manitoba. The Romanian Orthodox pioneers may
have been poor in material things, but, they were
rich in their faith in God and their lives in the
churches, which they built. The light of their faith
shines forth from the pages of this book.

Simon had two “lights of faith” to guide him on
his life’s journey: his parents, Peter Ungurean and
Elena (Bilyk) Ungurean. Elena, who properly could
be called, “Mrs. Charity”, was known throughout
the area for her Orthodox Christian generosity and
hospitality. During her brief lifetime, rewarded
by God, hers was a faith lived by doing what
she heard from the Word of God. Like his wife,
Peter lived out his faith, especially in his life of
prayer and worship in the church. In the present
time, when many are frightened and despair at
the thought of suffering, he shines forth with a
great light of faith in God. Suffering in great pain
from cancer, he offered this prayer on behalf of
others in pain: “God, take the pain from others,
and give it to me!”

As often happens in one’s life journey, the “light
of faith” and “the hand of God” is seen after an ex-
perience rather than before or during it. In his book,
Simon shares some of the many such experiences
in his life. This is especially true in his telling of
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SIMON UNGARIAN

VATRA
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$600,000
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$67,800
collected as of
October 31, 2016

Mail your check payable to:
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate
PO Box 309, Grass Lake MI 49240-0309
To read about the project and donate via credit card,
go to: roea.org and click on the DONATE button.
Donations are tax-deductible.

his honeymoon, dedicated to taking his father back
to Romania and his family. The communist agents
in Romania were no match for the power given by
God to a son and his wife, who showed such love
for his father. This account is very informative for
those who did and those who did not grow up under
communism in Romania.

Talking to the Trees is a valuable contribution to
the understanding of Romanian Orthodox immigrant
family life in Western Manitoba. It is easy to read
and difficult to put down until one has completed
the journey from the past to the present with the
Ungurean/Bilyk family as experienced by Simon
Ungarian.

Protopresbyter Mirone Klysh

You may order a copy of Talking to the Trees by
contacting Simon Ungarian, 6 Selwood Ave, Winnipeg
MB R3R 2P8 Canada | 204-256-5010.
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CUVANTAREA INALTPREASFINTITULUI
ARHIEPISCOP NATHANIEL LA
CoNGRESUL Episcorier 2016

Preacucernici Pdrinti, Preacuviosi Monahi si Iubiti
Credinciosi, delegati la Congresul Episcopiei,

Cu harul si mila Bunului Dumnezeu, am ajuns cu
bine si in acest an, la Congresul Episcopiei Ortodoxe
Romane din America, aici la Vatra Romaneasca.

Inainte de a intra in substanta prezentdrii mele,
consider ca este util sa Impdrtdsesc cu dumneavoastrd
citeva informatii de bazd despre Biserica Ortodoxd din
America de Nord, care ne vor introduce in subiectul
cuvantdrii mele din acest an, adicd, Sfantul si Marele
Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe care a avut loc in luna
iunie in Creta.

Episcopia noastrad are 97 de parohii in Canada si in
SUA si este una dintre cele 14 de eparhii ale Bisericii
Ortodoxe Tn America (OCA), compusa dintr-o eparhie
in Canada, una in Mexic si 12 in SUA. Pe langd epis-
copia noastrd romaneascd, sunt si alte eparhii etnice,
cea albanezd si bulgara.

In Canada si SUA, pe plan ortodox universal, sunt
mai multe jurisdictii ortodoxe; care apartin Patriarhiilor
Ecumenice, Antiohiei, Bulgariei, Georgiei, Roméne,
Rusa, Sarba §i OCA. Sub jurisdictia Patriarhul Ecumenic
sunt deasemenea diocezele albaneze, Carpato-rusa si
ucraineand. Pe plan local administrativ, pentru a fi o
madrturie comund 1n societatea Tn care trdim s-au or-
ganizat Adundrile Episcopilor Canonici, mandate de
cdtre Patriarhii aici Tn Lumea Nouad.

Ca urmre, avem doud Adundri ale Episcopilor Can-
onici din care facem parte. Una este cea din SUA, iar
cealaltd in Canada, care au fost stabilite de cdtre toate
Bisericile Autocefale si Autonome, indicand in cadrul
acestora acceptarea Bisericii Ortodoxe in America
(OCA) ca o structurd canonicad recunoscutd de citre
celelalte Biserici. Din numarul total al Bisericilor,
o treime recunosc autocefalia Bisericii Ortodoxe in
America; o treime nu o recunoasc ca bisericd autoce-
fala, dar o recunosc ca fiind canonica; iar o treime nu
a luat nici o pozitie privind recunoasterea ei.

In Adunarea Episcopilor Canonici din SUA, cele
12 dioceze ale OCA sunt reprezentate de Mitropolitul
nostru Tihon, Arhiepiscop de Washington si de episcopii
eparhioti. In plus, deoarece Episcopia noastrd are 36
de parohii si misiuni si in Canada, Episcopia noastrd
face parte si din Adunarea Episcopilor Canonici din
Canada.

Aceasta este cel de al 84-lea Congres Anual al Epis-
copiei noastre. adunand clerul si delegatii din parohiile
si misiunile noastre din SUA si Canada. Multumesc
lui Dumnezeu pentru aceastd lucrarea dea lungul an-
ilor! Dintre aceste 84 congrese anuale, am prezidat i
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condus 32 dintre ele ca ierarh titular $i am participat
la alte 9 dintre ele. Sunt clerici si laici care au luat
parte la acestea si chiar mai multe congrese decit mine.
Am tinut sd3 mentionez acest lucru pentru a puncta
stabilitatea episcopiei in aceste decenii. Cei patru ani,
de scurtad prezentd in America de Nord a Episcopului
Policarp (Morusca), au fost marcati de tulbulare dar si
de pace; deceniul de dupad plecarea sa, sub indrumarea
Protopopului loan Trutza, au fost ani cu tulburare dar
si de pace; anii de pastorire ai Arhiepiscopul Valerian
(Trifa) au fost atat ani de tulburare dar si de pace; cei
32 de ani de la pensionarea Arhiepiscopului Valerian
au fost atat ani pagnici dar si cu tulburare.

Se pare cd aceste lucruri nu sunt doar in cadrul
Episcopiei noastre ci se regidsesc si in cadrul altora
din America de Nord, dar aceastd stare de lucruri a
existat nu numai pe acest continent, ci pretutindeni i
din toate timpurile, oriunde se afla Biserica. Este natura
lucrdrii celui potrivnic care de cite ori are ocazia, ataca
Biserica din afard cat si din interiorul sdu, duhul cel
potrivnic va incerca sa tulbure Biserica! Dar, sd fim
increzdtori, asa cum insusi, Hristos Domnul nostru ne-a
fdgdduit cd portile iadului nu vor birui asupra Bisericii!

Cu toate acestea, Biserica, Trupul lui Hristos, merge
inainte odatd cu istoria omenirii. Si pentru a face acest
lucru, este necesar sa existe ordine peste tot Tn Una,
Sfantd, Soborniceascd $i Apostoleascd Bisericd. Buna
randuiald a Episcopiei se bazeazd pe sfintele canoane
ale Bisericii Ortodoxe, Sfinta Scripturd si de aseme-
nea pe Statutele si Regulamentele Episcopiei noastre.
Buna ordine vine din urmarea aceleasi cdi in unitate,
in limbajul bisericesc acest lucru se defineste ca sino-
dalitate, ce provine din cuvantul grecesc, “syn-odos”,
a “merge Tmpreund pe acelasi drum.”

In trecut, in uzul lingvistic prin parohiile noastre,
adunarea anuald a parohiei se denumea sinod parohial.
Ca de altfel si acest Congres poate fi, de asemenea,
numit sinod al Episcopiei, si la nivel local mai larg,
cum se intdmpld o datd la trei ani, Biserica Ortodoxa
din America (OCA) se intruneste intr-un Congres, numit
“All American Council,” care este adunarea sinodala a
tuturor episcopilor si reprezentantiilor eparhiali clerici
si laici ai OCA. Dar in acest an, a avut loc un eveni-
ment rar $i unic in viata Bisericii Ortodoxe Universale,
si anume, intrunirea in luna iunie pe insula Creta, a
Sfantului i Marelui Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe.

Astfel, avem o marturie frumoasa a lucrari Bisericii:
adunare anuald parohiald sau sinod, un Congres anual
al Episcopiei sau sinod, intrunirea o datd la trei ani a
clerului si credinciosilor Bisericii Ortodoxe in America
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in sinod $i Sinodul rar si istoric, cum a fost in Creta in
luna iunie. Deci, Biserica intreagd, pe care o marturisim
in Crez ca fiind una, sfintd, soborniceasca si apostolica,
este Trupul lui Hristos; deoarece toti crestinii ortodocsi
merg pe acelasi drum - “sin-odos” (sinod) - pentru
mantuirea sufletelor noastre, fiind scopul Bisericii sa
predice Vestea Bund, a Evangheliei lui Hristos si sa
ne conducd spre mantuire.

Numarul din mai/iunie 2016 al Revistei Solia, a fost
dedicat informadrii despre Sfintul i Marele Sinod din
Creta. Fotografia de pe coperta aratd pe intdistatitorii
Bisericilor locale slujind Sfanta Liturghie la deschiderea
Sinodului in Duminica Rusaliilor. In revistd s-a tiparit
Enciclica Sinodald care a fost rezultatul discutiilor si
deciziilor ierarhilor. Sesiunile sinodale au fost de altfel
televizate in intreaga lume! Intr-adevir, acesta a fost
un eveniment istoric in viata Bisericii Ortodoxe, Una,
Sfantd, Soborniceasca si Apostoleascd, intemeiatd de
lisus Hristos, Domnul nostru.

La inceputul documentului sunt cele 10 semnaturi
ale conducitorilor Bisericilor autocefale si autonome
si la finalul documentului sunt semndturile a celor 152
ierarhi sinodali din cele 10 Biserici prezente - patru
dintre Biserici fiind absente. Acest Sinod este cea mai
extinsd reprezentare a Bisericii Ortodoxe si a diferitelor
popoare din istorie. Acest Sinod a fost televizat la
milioane de oameni, fiind conceput in urma cu peste
100 de ani, si s-a lucrat intens in ultimii 60 de ani
pentru convocarea lui, fiind primul Sinod universal al
Ortodoxiei in 1200 de ani!

In textul enciclicei existd sapte teme majore luate
in considerare de cdtre Sinod, care afecteazd pe toti
ortodocsii: I. Biserica: Trupul lui Hristos, chipul Sfintei
Treimi II. Misiunea Bisericii in lume III. Familia: Imag-
inea iubirii lui Hristos fatd de Biserica IV. Educatie in
Hristos V. Biserica in fata provocarilor contemporane
VI. Biserica in fata globalizdrii, fenomenul de violentd
si migratia VIIL. Biserica: marturie in dialog

Vi impdrtdsesc aceste ganduri cu nddejdea cd ne
vor intdri aici pe noi aga cum sperdam sa fie pentru toti
crestini ortodoxi din lume. Este vorba despre unitatea
Bisericii si reafirmarea misiunii Bisericii in secolul
al 21-lea. In introducerea documentului sinodal de
care vorbeam mai sus, se afirma: “Faptul cd avem
cetdtenia noastrd in ceruri, acest lucru nu anuleaza,
ci mai degrabd intdreste mdrturia noastrd in lume.”
“Biserica nu trdieste pentru sine, ea se oferd pe ea
insdsi pentru intreaga omenire, in scopul de a ridica
si a reinnoi lumea...” .

In cuvintele de incheiere ale documentului Parintilor
Sinodali: “Abordarea acestor probleme in Sinod pentru
fii si fiicele Sfintei noastre Biserici Ortodoxe, precum
si pentru restul intregii lumi, urmasi fiind Pdrintilor
si decretelor sinodale, sd se pdstreze credinta primitd
de la stramosii nostri §i sd “se sustind modalitdti bine
pldcute” in viata noastrd de zi cu zi, spre nddejdea
invierii celei de obste, Il slavim pe Dumnezeu in trei
ipostasuri ...”
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Doresc sd adresez aceste puncte aici in plenul Congre-
sului Episcopiei din acest an, ardtand cum se manifesta
aceste teme sinodale in viata Episcopiei noastre... .

I: Biserica: Trupul lui Hristos, imaginea Sfintei
Treimi: Suntem aici ca o Biserica locald: “unde este
episcopul acolo este Biserica” spunea Sf. Irineu de
Lyon. Asa cum pdrintii sinodali din Creta au declarat,
Biserica este Trupul lui Hristos. Suntem aici pentru ca
parohiile si mandstirile sunt membre ale aceluiasi trup,
aceeasi marturie In America de Nord. Cand spunem
“episcopie”, noi spunem: “Biserica”. Fiecare episcop
este capul Bisericii sale locale.

II: Misiunea Bisericii in lume. Vom asculta rapoartele
Administratiei Eparhiale si ale Consiliul Eparhial -
rapoartele descrise 1n cadrul actelor normative cu privire
la functionarea Episcopiei. La fel, fiecare parohie da
marturie despre propria misiune si activitate in adunarea
anuala parohiald unde isi desfdsoarea activitatea.

III: Familia: Imaginea dragostei lui Hristos fatd de
Bisericd. Parohiile sunt formate din indivizi; singuri
sau cdsdtoriti. Parohia este o familie si toate parohiile
impreund si cu mandstirile compun familia locald, a
Episcopiei. in documentul sinodal existi o mare gri-
jd pe ceea ce este o familie cregtind $i ce Tnseamnd
cdsdtoria crestind. Este necesar $i pentru noi aici a
citi acest capitol cu atentie, deoarece ne aminteste de
celula societdtii, adicd familia cregtind.

IV: Educatia in Hristos. Aceastd temd nu este o
nouatate Episcopiei noastre. De-a lungul anilor, Epis-
copia a avut o Comisie pentru educatia religioasa si
are in prezent Departamentului de Educatie religioasd.
Acest raport anual al departament invitd parohiile sa
implementeze programe educationale pentru copii,
adolescenti si adulti. Documentul sinodal prevede:
“Educatia nu se referd numai la ceea ce este omul,
dar, de asemenea, la ceea ce omul ar trebui sd fie.”
Parintii sinodali sunt preocupati de ceea ce se predd in
institutiile de Tnvdtdmant publice si indeamna clerul,
pdrintii i tinerii sa fie congtienti si vigilenti fatd de
aceastd problemad si gata oricind pentru a raspunde
provocarilor. Ca pdrinti, $i toti crestinii ortodocsi, tre-
buie sd fim pe deplin implicati in procesul de educare
a tinerilor nostri crestini.

V: Biserica in fata provocdrilor contemporane. Cu
toate cd documentul sinodal se adreseaza Bisericii din
intreaga lume, prin urmare, ne vom confrunta si noi cu
aceleasi provocdri contemporane, in special: “expresii
extreme §i chiar provocatoare a ideologiei secularizd-
rii, inerente evolutiilor politice, culturale si sociale.
Printre care este autonomia deplind a omului fata de
Hristos si de influenta spirituald a Bisericii.” Familiile
noastre, parohiile noastre, Episcopia noastra trebuie se
infrunte aceste provociri. In acest scop, trebuie si fim
atenti pentru a nu considerea parohia sau Episcopia ca
o entitate politicd, sociald sau culturala. Noi nu trebuie
sd pierdem din vedere singura realitate cd Biserica este
Trupul lui Hristos - familia, parohia, Episcopia sunt
parti ale acestui Trup, al Bisericii.
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VI: Biserica in fata globalizdrii, fenomenul de vio-
lentd extremd si migratia. Acest capitol al documentului
sinodal ne afecteazd in mod individual si colectiv aici.
Globalismul, realitatea violentei extreme in societdti,
circulatia imigratiei pe mai multe continente ne afec-
teazd acum dar si in viitor. Copiii nostri, precum si
noi, suntem bombardati de efectele globalismului,
“nivelarea si standardizarea impersonald promovate
de globalizare si de asemenea, de extremele national-
ismului.” Actele de violentd scandaloase din emisiunile
de televiziune, la stiri, impreund cu tot felul de scene
si postdri de pe internet $i promovate prin intermediul
facebook si a altor canale media ne afecteazd pe noi
si pe copiii nostri.

Parohiile noastre existd in diferite comunititi si orase
mici i mari. Cu noua imigratie sosesc noi crestini
ortodocsi si suntem chemati sd ne ardtdm dragostea
si sprijinul crestin fatd de ei. Cei mai multi dintre
bunicii nostri, pdrintii, si, probabil, noi insine, am
imigrat. Noi stim cat de greu poate fi adaptarea la un
nou mediu, cu o noud limbd si culturd. Noi oameni
in locuri vechi necesitd dragostea si rabdarea noastra.

VII: Biserica: marturie in dialog. Biserica a raspan-
dit Vestea Bund in intreaga lume incd din timpul
Domnului nostru lisus Hristos. De-a lungul secolelor
chemarea la mantuire a ajuns la multe popoare, printre
care sunt triburile native din Alaska din America de
Nord de exemplu, care au acceptat Sfanta Ortodoxie
de la cdlugdri, preoti si episcopi. Astfel, credinta s-a
raspandlt din Terusalim in toatd Marea Medlterana de
la nord si de la sud spre est si spre vest. in unele din
aceste locuri existd popoare de alte credinte si, prin
urmare, atunci la intdlnirea acestor popoare cu Orto-
doxia, cum s-a intﬁmplat in Europa de Vest, America
de Nord si Orientul Indepartat este nevoie de dialog
si mdrturie curatd a adevdrului. “Biserica Ortodoxd
nu a acceptat niciodatd minimalismul teologic sau a
permis etosul sdu traditional §i evanghelic dogmatic
sd fie pus in discutie.”

In propriile noastre parohii, suntem constienti ca
sunt oameni care cautd adevdrata credintd si calea
mantuirii. Astfel, la nivel de parohie, noi trebuie sa
fim pregdtiti sd ddm marturie si sd 1i chemam pe altii
la plindtatea credintei; deci, sd participim pe plan
local, ca “martori 1n dialog” al Bisericii universale.

Incepand cu 1990, Episcopia a primit in sanul ei
multi noi credinciosi si clerici. Cu harul lui Dum-
nezeu, a lucrat pentru a rdspunde acestor noi nevoi,
uneori, incurajand credinciosii sd participe si sd se
incadreze in parohiile existente, sau prin a crea noi
misiuni. Dumnezeu a binecuvantat lucrarea noastra si
ne rugdm sd ajungd binecuvantarea Domnului la toti
cei care, de asemenea, aleg sa fie parte din Episcopia
Ortodoxd Romana din America.

Recent, Congresul Episcopiei a acceptat un numar
mare de misiuni sd devind parohii. Am hotarat acest
lucru, astfel incit numdarul mare de credinciosi din
aceste noi parohii sa fie reprezentati la Congresul
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anual al Episcopiei. Se pare firesc acest lucru si suntem
multumiti, si V4 multumesc, cd sunteti prezenti astdzi
aici pentru a lua parte la istoria in curs de desfasurare
a acestei Episcopii. Numdrul de posibili delegati este
de aproximativ 258, plus organizatiile auxiliare adu-
ce numdrul la 270. Dupd cum vedeti, nici nu existd
suficient spatiu in sald pentru toatd lumea.

In primele rdnduri ale acestei prezentdri, am
mentionat ceva despre ierarhii care au slujit eparhia
aceasta... . Va reamintesc ca faptul cd, atunci cand
Vatra a fost achizitionatd in 1938, clddirile “Fermei
Grey Tower,” cele mai multe dintre cladirile originale
au fost retinute, cu toate cd mai tarziu Arhiepiscopul
Valerian a trebuit sd demoleze unele hambare care
nu mai corespondeau nevoilor. Ceea ce a rdmas din
cladirile originale sunt resedinta, turnul, sala de mese
Iancu, cladirea mare Pomutz si casa ARFORA; cladiri
mai noi, in ordinea aparitiei sunt biserica, dormitorul,
pavilionul, si dispensarul sanitar pentru tabdrd. Acestea
sunt Intr-o stare destul de bund. Preocuparea noastra
este indreptatd spre resedintd, turnul si pavilion, care
necesita renovari majore.

Anul trecut, Consiliul Eparhial si Congresul au decis
ca este necesar un proiect special pentru restaurarea
acestor clddiri si a demarat proiectul “Generatiile Ve-
trei”, de strangere de fonduri pentru aceste restaurari.
Intarzierea de a aduna fonduri va duce in continuare
la deteriorarea si pierderea utilizdrii acestor cladiri.
Din fericire, am finalizat un pas important intr-unul
dintre proiectele, adicd renovarea acoperisului pavi-
lionului, un cost de aproximativ $30,000. Valoarea
totald a proiectului aprobat de Consiliu anul trecut
este $600,000 cifra care include o serie de actiuni
necesare cu privire la resedinta, turn si pavilion. DI.
Robert Cole, arhitect renumit din Jackson, a preluat
supravegherea proiectului “pro bono.”

Consiliul Eparhial indrumé ca parohiile sd ofere
acestui proiect o prioritate sporita, astfel incat sd putem
mentine aceste cladiri atat de necesare episcopiei, fiind
din patrimoniul Vatra lasat de generatiile din trecut i
pentru generatiile din viitor ale Vetrei.

In incheiere, doresc si multumesc pdrintilor Vicari,
David Oancea, Cancelarul Eparhlel si directorul Depar-
tamentului de Publicatie; Pr Vicar Dan Hoarste, director
al Departamentului de Tineret, DI Mark Chestnut,
Secretar financiar; DI Richard C. Grabowski, Asistent
Administrativ; Casierului Episcopiei, Consiliului Ep-
arhial, si nu in ultimul rdnd dumneavoastra tuturor,
preoti si delegati pentru prezenta si pariticiparea la
acest Congres anual. Multumim parohiei Sfanta Maria
din Chigaco, gazda congresului si Misiunii Sfantul
Atanasie cel Mare din Naperville, IL pentru “coffee
shop”, si tututor bunilor nostri credinciosi din Statele
Unite si Canada pentru rugiciunea si sprijinul lor.

Binecuvéintarea Domnului sd fie cu voi toti $i cu
acest al 84-lea Congres al Episcopiei!

L L T
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SFANTUL IERAH MARTIR ANTIM IVIREANUL

Pr. Prof. Dr. Cezar Vasiliu - Univ. Sherbrooke, Canada
cezarvasiliu@yahoo.com

La 27 Septembrie 2016, se implinesc
300 de ani de la moartea martiricd a
Mitropolitului Antim Ivireanul al
Tarii Romanesti. El a fost colabora-
tor pe linie culturald al Domnitorului
Constantin Brancoveanu, martirizat
de turci cu copiii, la 15 august 1714.

De-a lungul bimilenarei noastre
istorii, conducatorii romanilor - fie
cd s-au numit printi, duci, voievozi,
domnitori sau regi - au fost personal-
itati de mare valoare, prin demnitatea,
curajul, omenia i cinstea cu credinta
in Dumnezeu. Ei au ctitorit salba
de manastiri si biserici care infru-
museteaza plaiurile roménesti.

Din ceremonialul inscdunarii domni-
torilor nostri nu lipsea obiceiul fastuos
al ,,ungerii” de cdtre mitropolitul tarii,
adica primirea binecuvantarii divine pentru conducerea
poporului. Mitropolitul era una dintre persoanele cele
mai respectate ale curtii, fiind, la rdndu-i, confirmat
de domn. Titulatura oficiald a domnitorului preciza ca
domneste ,,din mila si cu darul lui Dumnezeu”.

Istoria noastrd a pastrat date despre cooperarea din-
tre domni si ierarhi. De exemplu, in Muntenia, intre
Nicolae Alexandru Basarab si lachint, Intre Neagoe
Basarab si Macarie, intre Matei Basarab si Grigore 1
sau Intre Constantin Brancoveanu si Antim; in Moldova,
intre Alexandru cel Bun si losif, intre Stefan cel Mare
si Danil Sihastru (duhovnic) sau intre Vasile Lupu si
Varlaam. Aceleasi bune relatii au continuat si dupa
instaurarea regalitdtii, desi primii doi Regi - Carol I
si Ferdinand - au rdmas catolici.

Sfantul Antim Ivireanul s’a ndscut la 1650 in
Georgia, sau lviria, numindu-se din botez Andrei. A
cdzut de tandr rob la turci si, dupd eliberare, a trait
ca monah pe langa Patriarhia Ecumenicd, Tnvatand
carte gi arta sculpturii in lemn, a picturii, broderiei
si caligrafiei. Domnitorul Constantin Brancoveanu I-a
adus Tn Muntenia Tn 1690, in scopul realizarii planu-
rilor sale culturale. Aici a invidtat limba romana si a
inceput opera de tipograf, ca ucenic al lui Mitrofan,
fost episcop de Husi.

In 1691 ia conducerea tipografiei bucurestene, prima
carte tiparita fiind ,,invd[dturile lui Vasile Macedoneanul
catre fiul sau Leon”. Au urmat ,,Slujba Sfintei Para-
schiva si a Sfantului Grigore Decapolitul” (1692) si
,, Psaltirea romdneascd” (1694).

Intre 1696 si 1704 este egumen la Snagov, unde - in
primii cinci ani - va tipdri 15 lucrari: sapte Tn greceste,
cinci Tn romana, una n slavona, una in slovo-romana
si una in greco-arabd. Dintre cele roménesti amintim
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. o Evanghelia” (1697), , Acatistul
Ndscatoarei de Dumnezeu” (1698),
,,fnvd}dturi crestinesti” (1700), ,, Floar-
ea darurilor” (1701), cunoscutd pentru
continutul ei moralizator etc. Si-a creat
ucenici, cei mai importanti fiind Mihail
Stefan si Gheorghe Radovici.

Cea mai fecunda perioada ca tipograf
o are la Bucuresti Intre anii 1701-1705,
imprimand tot 15 carti: doud Tn romana
- ,,Noul Testament” (dupa editia de
la Alba Iulia din 1648) si ,,Acatistul
Maicii Domnului” (1703) - una 1n
slavo-romand, una in greco-araba si
11 in greceste.

EPISCOP AL RAMNICULUL.

in 1705, egumenul Antim de Snagov
este ales Episcop de Ramnic, fiind
hirotonit de Mitropolitul Teodosie al Ungrovlahiei.
Aici si-a dovedit aceleasi bune calitdti organizator-
ice si culturale, Infiintdnd prima tipografie din orag
si tipdrind - in numai trei ani - noud cdrti: trei in
greceste, trei Tn slavo-roména i trei romanesti, prin
care incepe seria tipdriturilor romanesti menite sa
ducd la triumful definitiv al limbii romane in Biserica.
Amintim ,, Evhologhion” sau ,,Molitvelnic” (1706) in
doud volume, primul un ,, Liturghier” - intaiul tiparit
in Muntenia - iar al doilea un ,, Molitvelnic” sau carte
de rugdciuni. Tot la Ramnic s’a ngrijit de sporirea
bunurilor Episcopiei si la restaurarea manastirilor
Cozia si Govora.

MITROPOLIT AL UNGROVLAHIEI.

in anul 1708 este ales Mitropolit al Ungrovlahiei
in locul lui Teodosie, pastrindu-se frumoasa cuvan-
tare de inscdunare in care se angaja si-l slujeascd pe
Dumnezeu cu daruire iar pe credinciosi cu jertfelnicie.

Aici spunea ”Si ma rog bunatatii Lui si iubirii Sale
de oameni, sd-mi lumineze mintea ca sd pot propavadui
cuvantul adevdrului si sd-mi Intdreascd inima intru
frica Lui, ca sd pot pdstori cuvantdtoarea turma Lui
cea aleasd, pe care a rdscumpdrat-o cu prea scump
Sangele Sdu din méana vragsmasului”.

A mutat tipografia de la Ramnic la Targoviste,
tipdrind 18 carti, dintre care 11 romanesti, cea mai
importantd fiind ,,Capete de porunca” (1714), pre-
cizand principalele indatoriri ale preotilor. Ultima
carte tipdritd la mandstirea Antim, in 1716, , Istoria
lui Alexandru Mavrocordat Exaporitul”, urcd la 63
cartile tipdrite de el Tntr’un sfert de veac - dintre care
22 in romaneste - fiind aldturi de Coresi, cel mai de
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seamd tipograf din cultura veche romaneascd — cum
scria Pr. Prof. M. Pacuraru.

Patrunderea limbii roméane in Bisericd a necesitat
timp. Primele incercdri sunt ficute de Coresi, urmat
de Mitropolitul Stefan, care tipdreste Tn romaneste
randuielile tipiconale, de Mitropolitul Teodosie, care
introduce lecturile biblice Tn roméaneste si, in sfarsit,
de Antim pentru textul slujbei preotului si cantarea.
In plus, Antim a tipirit in romaneste Liturghierul si
Molitvelnicul, prin care , datina strdind a primit o
loviturd de moarte” - cum scria Nicolae lorga.

OPERA LITERARA.

Constd din trei lucrdri tipdrite pentru nevoile
preotilor: ,, Invdtdtura despre taina pocdingei” (1705),
un mic ,,Catehism” (1710) si ,,Capete de poruncd”
(1714), precum si unele manuscrise. Dintre acestea
amintim: ,, Chipurile Vechiului §i Noului Testament”
(azi la Kiev) si, mai ales, ,, Didahiile” sau ,, Predicile”
sale (ed. Gabriel Strempel, 1962), alcituite din 28
predici si 7 cuvantiri ocazionale, citdnd din Sfanta
Scriptura si din Sfintii Parinti sau amintind filozofi si
poeti din Antichitate. Ele aratd ,, hotdrirea mitropol-
itului de a curdti o Bisericd decdzutd in moravuri”
(Nicolae Iorga), aminteste de asuprirea sociald si
nationald a poporului din partea marilor boieri si a
turcilor, afirméand in cuvantarea de Inscaunare ,, suntem
incongiurati de atdtea nevoi i scdrbe ce vin totdeauna
neincetat de la cei ce stapdnesc pdmantul acesta” , sau
1n cuvantarea la Schimbarea la fatd ,, suntem supusi
supt jugul pdgdnului §i avem nevoi multe si supdrdri
din toate pdrtile”. Cat priveste limba si stilul, G.
Strempel scria : ,,Opera lui Antim Ivireanul este un
pretios monument de limbd romdneascd, ce se citeste
cu pldcere §i astdzi, dupd un sfert de mileniu de la
data cdnd a fost elaboratd”.

ANTIM-CTITOR.

Intre 1713 si 1715 a zidit manistirea cu hramul Tu-
turor Sfintilor din Bucuresti, cunoscutd ca mandstirea
Antim, dupa planurile sale. Biserica a fost Tmpodobitd in
exterior si Tn interior, dotatd cu odoare, carti si obiecte
de cult si avand chilii pentru cdlugari. A inzestrat-o
cu mosii si alte venituri, din cheltuiala proprie, pentru
monahi dar gi pentru sdraci, cum reiese din Testamentul
sdu, un model de operd socialad a Bisericii.

SPRIJINITOR AL BISERICII ORTODOXE.

Nu si-a uitat neamul din care s’a nadscut si a donat
la Thilisi o tipografie cu caractere georgiene, trim-
itdnd acolo pe cel mai important ucenic al sdu, Mihail
Stefan. De asemenea, a pus bazele primei tipografii
cu caractere arabe instalatd la Alep, in 1706. Pentru
credinciosii greci din Patriarhiile Constantinopolului,
Alexandriei si lerusalimului a tiparit numeroase carti
de slujba si teologice in greceste.

Mitropolitul Antim s’a Ingrijit i de credinciosii din
Ardeal, tiparind lucrarea intitulata ,, Lumina”, pentru
combaterea prozelitismului catolic al vremii si a tri-
mis la Alba Iulia pe Mihail Stefan, care a tipdrit aici
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o ,,Bucoavna” (Abecedar) si un ,, Chiriacodromion”,
ambele in 1699.

ANTIM-PATRIOT.

Pe langd interesele Bisericii, Mitropolitul Antim s’a
dovedit si un patriot iluminat. El a apdrat drepturile
sale, ca Mitropolit al Ungrovlahiei, asupra mandstirilor
inchinate Sfantului Munte Athos, conduse de cilugdri
greci, care nu mai pomeneau la slujbe pe mitropolitul
locului. In plus, a luptat impotriva opresiunii turcesti,
militand pentru apropierea de Rusia lui Petru cel Mare.
Cand Constantin Brancoveanu a vrut sd-I inldture din
scaunul mitropolitan, el s’a apdrat in scris - in doud
randuri In 1712 - rdmanand ca ierarh pana la moartea
martiricd a lui Brincoveanu (1714) si sub noul Domn
Stefan Cantacuzino (1714-1715).

MOARTEA MARTIRICA.

Un destin tragic a unit pe domnitorul Constantin
Brancoveanu cu Mitropolitul Antim - martiriul. Dupa
ce pe tronul muntean a ajuns, in Decembrie 1715,
Nicolae Mavrocordat, primul domn fanariot, au n-
ceput zile negre pentru Antim. In 1716, cu ocazia
razboiului ruso-austriac, domnul - impus de turci - a
pardsit Capitala, plecind spre Dundre. La 18 August
1716, dupa o discutie aprinsd, la Cdlugdreni, Antim s’a
intors la Bucuresti, la credinciosii sdi. Aici a continuat
lupta pentru Tnlaturarea fanariotului, alegdnd domn pe
Pétragcu Brezoianu.

Reintoarcerea lui Nicolae Mavrocordat pe tron, in
Septembrie 1716, a insemnat si pedepsirea lui. Mai
intai pe linie bisericeascd, domnitorul cerand Patri-
arhiei Ecumenice caterisirea. Aceasta sentintd injusta
a fost corectatd, la cererea Patriarhiei Romaéane, de
catre Patriarhul Athenagoras I, abia la 8 Martie 1966.
A urmat exilul, spre Sinai, unde - din nefericire - n’a
mai ajuns. Pe drum a fost ucis de turci prin inecare in
raul Tingea, 1anga Adrianopol; era 27 Septembrie 1716,
datd la care a intrat In calendarul Bisericii noastre. Asa
a sfarsit Mitropolitul Antim Ivireanul, martirizat de
turci, ca si marele sau binefacator, domnitorul martir
Constantin Brancoveanu.

In concluzie, putem spune ci Mitropolitul-martir
Antim Ivireanul, desi ndscut pe alte meleaguri, s’a
identificat cu poporul pe care l-a slujit, pentru care a
tipdrit atitea cdrti, contribuind la desdvargirea proce-
sului de romanizare al slujbelor bisericesti.

Ca pastor de suflete - Episcop si Mitropolit - a
slujit lui Dumnezeu si credinciosilor prin pilda vietii,
prin indemnurile spiritual-morale si, mai ales, prin
Testamentul sdu, prin care a ldsat Intreaga sa avere
pentru opere de caritate.

Patriot luminat si apdrdtor al crestinilor din Patri-
arhiile rdsdritene, Mitropolitul Antim a platit cu viata
indrdzneala de a se fi ridicat Tmpotriva turcilor si a
primului domn fanariot.

Toate aceste considerente au determinat Sfantul
Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane sa-1 canonizeze,
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CoNGRESUL Epriscoritl 2016

Congresul Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America
si Canada din acest an avut loc Intre 1 si 4 septembrie
2016 1a resedinta eparhiald de la Vatra Romaneasc in
Grass Lake Mlchlgan gdzduit de Parohia Sf. Maria,
Chicago, Illinois. Anul acesta, pentru prima datd, din
cauza numarului mare de delegati, consiliul eparhial a
implementat un nou proces de inregistrare ,,drive-thru”
pentru eficientd si mai buna ordine.

Congresul a inceput joi dimineata, 1 septembrie
2016, cu Sfanta Liturghie urmata de Slujba Aghiesmei
Mici in Paraclisul Eparhial, iar dupd-amiazd a avut
loc conferinta clerului la Centru Valerian D. Trifa.
In cadrul conferintei preotesti s-au discutat prob-
leme actuale ale clerului, atat de ordin pastoral cat
si administrativ. In deschiderea conferintei, Parintele
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a {inut un bogat cuvant de
invataturd despre slujirea preoteascd si grija pe care
preotul trebuie sa o poarte harului dumnezeiesc primit
la hirotonie, amintind tuturor preotilor si diaconilor
eparhiei cd responsabilitatea primordiald este de a-L
sluji pe Hristos si Sfinta Sa Biserica In har, curatenie
si unitate. Au urmat apoi mici prezentdri despre pas-
toratia tinerilor si citeva puncte de ordin administrativ
din partea Cancelariei Eparhiale.

A doua zi dimineata, vineri, 2 septembrie 2016,
s-a slujit Sfanta Liturghie in Paraclisul Eparhial in
prezenta Inaltpreasﬁntltulul Parinte Arhiepiscop Na-
thaniel. Dupa pranz la orele 14.00, in biserica mare,
s-a convocat Tn sesiune ordinard cel de al 84-lea Con-
gres al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America. In
inceperea lucrdrilor s-a savarsit slujba de Te-Deum de
catre Inaltpreasfintitul Pdrinte Arhiepscop Nathaniel
inconjurat de cdtre Pdrinti Vicari David Oancea si
Dan Hoarste. A urmat apoi apelul nominal al dele-
gatiilor la ora 14.49, fiind140 de delegatii prezenti
(cvorumul necesar fiind de 132), formandu-se prezidiul
Congresului - Secretar General al Congresului si al
Consiliului Eparhial Pr Laurence Lazar (Southfield,
MI); Presedinte-delegat pentru conducerea sedintei,
Pr Ian Pac-Urar (Fairlawn, OH); Secretari sedintei Pr
David Subu (Falls Church, VA), asistat de Pr David
Wey (Indianapolis, IN), Pr Dan Chirtu (Markham, ON)
si Dna Corina Phillips (Fairlawn, OH); Parlamentari:
DI Ron Muresan (Fratia Ortodoxa - USA), si Doamna
Psa Mary-Lynn Pac-Urar (juristul episcopiei), Pr Diac
Wayne Paul Wright (Fairlawn, OH).

A fost aprobatd apoi Ordinea de zi a Congresului,
dupd care au fost mentionate acreditarile abrobate
de catre consiliul eparhial conform Statutelor Epis-
copiei: Maica Staretd Christophora de la Ménistirea
Schimbarea la Fatd din Ellwood City, PA, Maica
Staretd Gabriela de la Méanastirea Adormirea Maicii
Domnului din Rives Junction, MI, Pr Cornel Sirjita
(Cascada Niagara, ON), Pr John Konkle (Rives Junc-
tion, MI), Pr Ioan Radulescu (Stoney Creek, ON),
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Pr Dan Chirtu (Markham, ON), Diac Wayne Wright
(Fairlawn, OH), Diac Laike Misikir (Detroit, MI), Diac
Nicolae Lapustea (San Jose, CA). S-a spus la vot si
s-a aprobat de cdtre delegatii prezenti procesul verbal
al celui de al 83-lea Congres din 2015.

Pr Laurence Lazar a dat citire unei rezolutii din
partea consiliului eparhial, aprobata in cadrul reuniunii
sale din seara de joi, 1 septembrie 2016:

ntrucat viata de Dumnezeu pdzitei noastre Epi-
scopi a fost recent tulburatd de calomnii si minciuni,
prin utilizarea de email-uri, a retelelor de socializare,
publicatii si demonstratii ilegale; si

Intrucat, Episcopia Ortodoxd Romand din America
(ROEA) este o eparhie canonicd a Bisericii Ortodoxe
in America, ierarhii ei fiind membrii ai Sfantului ei
Sinod, si membrii in Adunarea Episcopilor Canonici
Ortodocsi din Statele Unite ale Americii §i in Adunarea
Episcopilor Canonici Ortodocsi din Canada;

Prin urmare, Congresul Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romdne
din America rezolvd urmdtoarele:

Noi afirmdm loialitatea §i adeziunea noastrd la Sfin-
tele Canoane ale Sfintei Biserici Ortodoxe, la statutul
Bisericii Ortodoxe in America, cat §i la Constitutia si
Statutul Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romdne din America;

Noi afirmdm sprijinul si loialitatea noastrd pentru
Inaltpreasfintitul Pdrintele nostru Arhiepiscop Na-
thaniel, Preacucernicul Parinte Vicar David Oancea,
si Preacucernicul Pdrinte Vicar Dan Hoarste si altii,
care au fost obiectul atacurilor mentionate anterior, §i

Facem apel la clerul Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romdne
din America, membrii sdi §i toti crestinii ortodocsi
credinciosi sd respecte si sd protejeze pacea, armo-
nia §i buna ordinea a de Dumnezeu pazitei noastre
Episcopii.

Adoptata la Vatra Romdneascd,
2 septembrie 2016”

Rezolutia a fost adoptatd Tn unanimitate de cdtre
delegatii Congresului.

Presedintele sedintei a punctat diferitele rapoarte
ale departementelor eparhiei care au fost tipdrite in
Raportul Anual citre Congres. S-a prezentat program-
ul ierarhului si vizitele sale pastorale si canonice in
parohiile si institutiile episcopiei. Au fost prezentati
Congresului noii clerici, hirotoniti sau transferati
in episcopie, sau cei care sunt pentru prima datd
la Congres, si de asemenea s-a tinut un moment de
reculegere spre vesnicd pomenire $i amintire pentru
clericii adormiti intru Domnul in ultimul an. Au fost
prezentate rapoartele privind statutul parohiilor, cleru-
lui, evenimentele speciale din ultimul an, activitdtile
departamentelor de educatie religioasd, de tineret,
avand loc discutii si dialog, fiind mai apoi aprobate.

Departamentul de Finante a oferit o prezentare
comprehensivd a activitdtii financiare a Episcopiei
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Mantuirea vine din dorinta omului de-a darui partea cuvenita lui Dumnezeu

RESFINTIREA BISERICII
SF. IERARH NICOLAE, ALLIANCE, OH

Orice realizare in viata unei persoane, a unei familii
sau 1n cadrul societdtii, este un prilej de satisfactie si
de niltare sufleteasca, mai ales cand este vorba de o
realizare ca aceea a edificdrii unui locas de cult. Acesta,
odatd cu sfintirea lui, 1si mareste insemnaétatea Tntrucat
prin rugdciunile sfintitilor slujitori, trece din categoria
lucrurilor obisnuite in categoria celor sfinte - El nu
mai apartine oamenilor, ci este a lui Dumnezeu!

Vizita ierarhului nostru la Parohia Sf. Nicolae din
Alliance, OH, a inceput vineri, 23 Septembrie si s-a
incheiat duminica, 25 Septembrie 2016. Slujba de
resfintire a bisericii a fost oficiatd de IPS NATHA-
NIEL 1n dimineata zilei de sambata, 24 Septembrie,
alaturi de un sobor de preoti: Pr. vicar Dan Hoarste,
Pr. vicar David Oancea, Pr. Laurentiu Lazar, Pr. Geani
Nemes, Pr. Vasile Barsan, Pr. Alin Munteanu, Pr. Ionel
Sdtnoianu si Pr. Diac. Wayne Wright. Raspunsurile la
Sf. Liturghie au fost date de Corul Catedralei Arhie-
piscopale Sf. Gheorghe din Southfield, MI - dirijat de
ipodiaconul John E. Lazar.

Lucrdrile de infrumusetare efectuate la Biserica
Sf. Nicolae 1n ultimii doi ani au izvorat din dorinta
credinciogilor generatiei de azi de-a darui si ei ceva
lui Dumnezeu si de-a urma exemplul generatilor de
credinciosi din trecut care au dat drept dovada de un
devotament si o dragoste deplind fatd de Hristos si
Biserica Sa.

“Oficial”, Parohia a fost independenta timp de 78
de ani 1nsd datele istorice redau ca relatia ei cu Mi-
tropolia Ardealului si cu Episcopia Ortodoxd Roména
din America a fost intotdeauna stransd - Tncd din
perioada PS Policarp Morusca! In anul 1990 parohia
Sf. Nicolae intrd in Episcopia Ortodoxd de la Vatra
Romaneasci si de-atunci ramane sub grija inaltprea-
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Dupd datele istorice ale parohiei, dorinta primilor 35
de romani imigranti din zona Alliance de-a Intemeia
o Bisericd Ortodoxd Romaéaneascd dateazd inca din
anul 1908. Acestia au lucrat 4 ani pentru stringerea
de fonduri si pentru a-si construi si ei un ldcas de cult
in care sd se roage si sd simtd Ortodoxia Romaneasca
pe pamantul Nord American. Dorinta lor a fost Tm-
plinitd, cu ajutorul lui Dumnezeu, n anul 1912, cand
au inaltat o bisericda frumoasa in forma de cruce, cu
douad turle, iar impodobirea interiorului cu iconografie
s-a finalizat mai tirziu, in anul 1947.

Vechea bisericd, mult iubitd si indragita de enoriasi,
devine tot mai ne-incdpatoare dar si costisitoare din
pricina invechirii si a reparatilor de structuri. in anul
1988 se Incepe un nou proiect de constructie si se
achizitioneazd pamantul noii biserici de azi. Dupa
aproape 5 ani de pregatiri, la 28 Februarie 1993, piatra
de temelie a noii biserici este agezata de IPS Nathaniel
si de preotul paroh Pr. Raymond Samoili. in acelasi
an, Parohia Sf. loan Evanghlistul din Salem, Ohio se
inchide si este anexatd celei din Alliance. Credinciosii
parohiei din Salem aduc nu numai un adaos la lista
de membrie dar si o suma frumoasd de bani pentru
construirea noii Biserici.

Jertfelnicia bunilor credinciosi aldturi de coordo-
narea presedintelui de consiliu de pe atunci, Nicolae
Gavrild, au facut ca actuala Bisericd de azi de pe 1621
S. Sawburg Ave., sd fie finalizata la sfarsitul aceluiasi
an, Tn luna Noiembrie, iar prin randuiala lui Dumnezeu,
sfintirea acesteia a fost oficiatd de catre IPS Nathaniel
in anul urmator, la 17 Iulie 1994.

O altd noua fila in istoria Bisericii Ortodoxe
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INCHIDEREA LLOCASURILOR DE CULT
O RADIOGRAFIE SPIRITUALA

Pr. Cristian Frunzulica

“Fiindca la fel cum
trupul este unul si
are multe madulare,
iar toate madularele
trupului multe fiind,
sunt un singur trup,
asa si Hristos. Pentru
cd noi toti am fost
botezati Intr-un sin-
gur Duh, cd sd fim un =
singur trup, fie iudei, fie grem fie robi, ﬁe hberl la
fel toti am bdut dintr-un singur Duh. Fiindca si trupul
nu este numai un singur madular ci mai multe.” (1
Cor,12:12-14)

Sfantul Apostol Pavel utilizeazd Tn multe randuri
imaginea trupului omenesc, pentru a ardta unitatea in
diversitate a comunitdtii crestine. Taina Sfantului Botez
ne incorporeaza pe toti in Trupul lui Hristos si astfel
devenim organe interdependente ale aceluiasi Trup.
Biserica devine astfel nu doar o aglomeratie de indi-
vidualitdti, ci un organism compus dintr-o multitudine
de persoane, fiecare dintre ele avand particularitati si
caracteristici proprii, dar care se impartdsesc toate
din aceeasi sursd unicd si eternd care este Hristos.
Astfel cd unitatea Bisericii nu este o simpld alegorie
sau o descriere imaginard, ci este o coeziune reala si
vie, ca aceea a mai multor membre ale aceluiasi trup.
Unitatea acestui organism divino-uman se realizeaza
cel mai concret in Sfintele Taine, mai cu seama in
Sfanta Euharistie. Cand preotul ageaza pe Sfantul
Disc, Sfantul Agnet/Mielul (particicd din prescura care
la momentul invocdrii Duhului Sfant devine Trupul
lui Hristos), el aseazd deasemenea in jurul Mielului
de jertfd particele pentru toti cei care apartin sau au
apartinut Bisericii lui Hristos indiferent de loc, timp,
tard, etnie ardtand prin aceasta unitatea Bisericii in
credintd si In har, unitate, care nu este Tn nici un fel
alterata de barierele lingvistice, etnice sau istorice.
Astfel cd prin Tmpartagirea cu Trupul si Sangele lui
Hristos credinciosii se unesc nu numai cu Hristos, ci
la nivel universal cu toti membrii Trupului Sau.

Sfantul Ioan Gurd de Aur exprimd foarte frumos
aceastd idee de unitate a Bisericii Tn Euharistie in
comentariul sau la Epistold 1 cétre Corinteni: “Ce este
painea altceva decat Trupul lui Hristos. Si ce devin
cei ce se impartdasesc din EI? Trupul lui Hristos. Nu
mai multe trupuri ci unul singur. Asa cum painea care
desi este facutd din multe boabe de griu este una in
acelasi fel suntem toti uniti unul cu altul si fiecare
dintre noi cu Hristos. Pentru cd nu este ca si cum o
persoana se hrdneste dintr-un trup iar cealalta persoana
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din alt trup ci toti suntem hréniti din acelasi Trup.”

Iar In rugdciunea ofrandei euharistice a episcopului
Serapion al Thmuisului (362) ni se spun urmatoarele:

“Si precum aceastd paine a fost risipitd pe munti
si adunata fiind s-a facut una tot asa adund si Sfinta
Ta Biserica din fiecare neam, fiecare tard, oras, sat si
casa gi fa-ne o unicd Biserica vie”.

Fiecare comunitate de crestini, fiecare biserica,
este un mdadular din marele trup al lui Hristos. De
aceea orice disfunctionalitate sau orice esec spiritual,
reprezintd rani adanci in trupul universal al Bisericii.

Din nefericire in luna septembrie a acestui an, am
fost martorii unei astfel de realitdti dureroase. Vizita
Inalpreasfintitului Nathaniel si a parintelui vicar Dan
Hoarste in statul Saskatchewan nu a reprezentat de
aceastd datd o ocazie fericitd. Datoritd unor disensiuni
interne dar gi a numarului extrem de redus de membrii
la care s-a ajuns in ultimii ani, in urma unei adunari
generale prezidati de Inalpreasfintitului Nathaniel, s-a
hotarat prin votul majoritatii celor prezenti, inchiderea
Bisericii Pogorarea Duhului Sfant din Assiniboia
Saskatchewan.

Profitind de prezenta in aceastd zona a Canadei,
Inalpreasfintitului a dorit si viziteze si alte doui
biserici: Sfantul Gheorghe din Dysart (care a fost
inchisd in anii trecuti) si Sfintii Petru si Pavel din
Flintoft cea din urma fiind inci semi-activi. impreuni
cu Inaltpreasfintitul si pirintele vicar Dan Hoarste,
am sdvarsit mai apoi la fiecare dintre cele trei biseri-
ci slujbe de pomenire pentru fondatori si pentru toti
cei care s-au ostenit de-a lungul timpului sd sustina
aceste biserici, ridicate cu mari eforturi si sacrificii, de
romanii care au pdsit pentru prima datd pe teritoriul
nord-american. Probabil cd foarte multi dintre noi ne
intrebdm care au fost cauzele care au dus in final la
inchiderea acestor locasuri de cult.

In primul rand, generatiile noi care au urmat pion-
ierilor au incetat de a mai frecventa bisericile in foarte
multe cazuri din cauza barierei lingvistice (ndscuti pe
pamant american, multi dintre ei nu s-au mai putut
raporta la fel de bine la limba si traditiile parintilor
si bunicilor lor. Continentul care pentru pdrintii sau
bunicii lor a reprezentat patria de adoptie, a devenit
pentru noile generatii pamantul natal, iar acest lucru
a dus inevitabil de-a lungul a doud, trei generatii, atat
la pierderea traditiilor cat mai ales a limbii.)

Un alt factor important care a influentat acest
deznodamant nefericit lI-a reprezentat schimbarea
structurii demografice. Odata cu dezvoltarea urbana,
multi dintre locuitorii acestor zone au migrat Tnspre
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orasele mari.

Nu in ultimul rand, trebuie sd mentiondm presi-
unea secularizdrii, care a avut o influentd nefasta
asupra multor crestini ortodocsi, conducandu-i catre
adoptarea unui stil de viatd desacralizat nsotit de un
mod superficial de raportare la crestinism.

Daca schimbarea structurii demografice reprez-
intd un factor ce suferd permanent mutatii, de foarte
multe ori independent de vointa si intentiile noastre,
in schimb celelalate doud cauze, factorul lingvistic,
respectiv secularizarea stilului de viatd sunt realitati
care pot fi identificate la timp si remediate, Tnainte
de a duce la atrofierea spirituald a comunitdtilor din
care facem parte.

In mod natural fiecare crestin doreste si isi pistreze
traditiile si cultura stramosilor lui, acestea reprezentand
in general o marca a identitdtii. Limba si traditiile
romanesti, sunt valorile prin care ne exprimam identi-
tatea nationald, si ele trebuie pdstrate si transmise; dar
cu ce pret? Nu trebuie uitat faptul ca principala misiune
a Bisericii nu este de a pdstra valorile unei natiuni, ci
de a transmite cuvantul evangheliei la toatd neamurile.
Atunci cand se ajunge la sacrificarea misiunii Bisericii
pentru mentinerea celorlalte valori nationale (ex:limba,
traditii), Biserica 1si pierde sensul pentru care a fost
creatd, deoarece evanghelia nu a fost menitd pentru
un singur popor ci pentru luminarea tuturor oamenilor,
stiut fiind faptul, cd fiecare fiintd umand independent
de locul nasterii, de culturd sau rasa este creatia lui
Dumnezeu si purtdtoare a chipului Lui. Prin prisma
naturii sale universale Biserica transcende diviziunile
etnice, lingvistice si culturale.

De aceea 1n bisericile unde nu mai este posibild
pastrarea limbii romane datoritd cdsdtoriilor mixte sau
pur si simplu datoritd schimbului de generatii, trebuie
dovedita flexibilitate si tact pentru a mentine credinta
ortodoxa vie 1n rdndul credinciosilor chiar dacd acest
lucru este posibil numai prin implementarea limbii
de circulatie (englezd sau francezd) in detrimentul
limbii romane.

Pericolul unui crestinism superficial sau al unei vieti
fara Dumnezeu sunt 1n continuare la fel de prezente si
amenintdtoare. Omul modern - dupd cum genial afirma
Mircea Vulcdnescu - este amenintat in primul rdnd de
propriul lui succes. Asemenea omului biblic care i-a
rodit tarina, omul contemporan trdieste cel mai mult
timp Tn logica imediatului fiind preocupat sau chiar
obsedat uneori de prelungirea vietii pamantesti, de
confortul cotidian, sau de ascensiunea pe scara sociala,
si de aceea, chiar si Biserica devine uneori un spatiu
unde el vine sd ceard lui Dumnezeu cit mai multa
si mai intensd fericire pamanteascd, cat mai multe
realizdri in plan material, uitdnd ca omul nu are aici
cetate stdtdtoare ci trebuie sd o caute pe cea ce va
sd fie. (Evrei 13;14)

Ceea ce trebuie sa intelegem este ca crestinismul,
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nu este un hobby, sau o simpla titulaturd, ci un mod
de viatd, astfel cd el trebuie obligatoriu trdit, nu doar
purtat pe buze. Atunci cand membria sau donatiile
la biserica ni se par poveri grele dificil de purtat, iar
Sfanta Liturghie prea lunga si la o ora prea matinala,
a venit probabil momentul sd ne intrebam serios daca
Dumnezeu mai 1si giseste vreun loc 1n viata noastra.
Afisam un zel deosebit in a ne boteza copiii, Tnsa
nu exprimam aceeasi fervoare atunci cand suntem in-
demnati sd-i aducem la biserica duminicd de duminica.
Avem falsa impresie ca Sfintul Botez transmite puteri
supranaturale, aga Tncat, copiii nostrii, in urma primirii
acestei Sfinte Taine, vor fi feriti de afectiuni trupesti.
Superstitia devine astfel una din marile ispite la care
suntem expusi, si din pdcate ea reprezintd si princi-
palul motiv pentru care multe dintre familiile crestin
ortodoxe care isi aduc copiii spre a fi botezati, nu
sunt preocupate in acelasi timp sd implementeze in
fiinta lor un stil de viatd centrat in jurul Bisericii, un
stil de viatd care sa reflecte o asumare responsabila a
Botezului. Trebuie sd ntelegem ca simplul fapt de a fi
botezat nu reprezintd nimic, atunci cand crestinul nu
se straduieste 1n nici un fel sd raspunda la lucrarea lui
Dumnezeu. Sfintele Taine nu lucreaza asupra omului
in mod neconditionat, nu reprezintd acte magice, ci
ele constituie spatiul Intalnirii intre om si Dumnezeu
in care conlucrarea omului este esentiald. Este extrem
de elocventa in acest sens afirmatia Sfantului Nicolae
Cabasila care aratd cd inactivatea credinciosului si
indolenta lui duhovniceasca aduc cu sine consecinte
serioase. Taina, oricare ar fi ea, desi deplina si efectiva
in sine, ramane totusi nelucratoare dacd nu exista si
contributia credinciosului. “In doui feluri se spune ci
lucreazd harul in Cinstitele Daruri; intr-un mod prin
care acestea sunt sfintite iar altul prin care harul ne
sfinteste prin Acestea. Primul mod de lucrare al harului
nu-l poate Tmpiedica nici unul din relele omenesti...Dar
al doilea mod cere si sarguinta noastra. Fiindca harul
ne sfinteste prin aceste Daruri dacd ne are apti spre
sfintire, dar daca el cade peste cei nepregatiti, nu ne
aduce nici un folos ci pune in noi o uriagd vitdmare.”
Daca actualele si viitoarele generatii nu vor intelege
ca viata crestinului trebuie centratd in jurul Bisericii,
si cd activitdtile si valorile acestei existente efemere
nu trebuie niciodata sa primeze in fata relatiei noastre
cu Dumnezeu, Biserica va suferi 1n continuare, si alte
membre ale Trupului lui Hristos vor trebui sd moara.
Reducerea acestei vieti la dimensiunea ei pur biologica
si trdirea intr-un plan de existenta pur pdmantesc, nu
poate duce pe termen lung decat la esecuri si suferinte.
Numai atunci cand vom intelege cd Dumnezeu nu
acceptd sd fie pe ultimul loc pe lista noastrd de pri-
oritdfi, ne vom descoperi adevdratd identitate si vom
gdsi Intr-adevér sensul pentru care am fost creati.
Inchiderea acestor sfinte locasuri reprezinti o
radiografie spirituald care ne oferd un diagnostic
necrutdtor al acestor organe care au fost distruse de
Cont. la pag. 24
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CongreSUI eee Cont. de la pag. 19

din ultimul an. Au avut loc discutii si dialog construc-
tiv pe seama raporului financiar, fiind apoi aprobat.
Proiectul de buget pentru 2017 a fost prezentat in
detaliu din partea consiliului eparhial, fiind discutat
si apoi aprobat de cdtre Congres. Sesiunea de vineri a
Congresului s-a incheiat la orele 17.00, urmand slujba
Vecerniei si cina.

Sambadta, 3 septembrie 2016, cea de a doua sesiune
a Congresului a inceput la ora 9:28 cu prezentarea
rapoartelor departamentelor de misiuni, de publicatii, de
asistentd crestind, si a comisiilor de pictura si afaceri
externe. Rapoartele au fost aprobate.

inaltpreasﬁngitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a tinut
discursul sdu la cel de al 84-lea Congres - a se vedea
cuvantarea completa 1n altd parte in Solia. Dupa adresa
ierarhului, Congresul vizionat o prezentare video despre
Sfantul si Marele Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe din Creta
2016. Arhiepiscopul a indemnat preotii si delegatii sa
informeze consiliile parohiale si credinciosii parohiei
despre Marele Sinod si sd distribuie enciclica sinodala,
care a fost publicata integral in Solia din mai/iunie
2016. Sesiunea s-a ncheiat la ora 11:29 dupa care s-a
oficiat slujba parastasului in cimitir pentru toti preotii
si credinciosii episcopiei trecuti la cele vesnice.

Dupa pranz, s-a revenit in sesiunea a treia a Congre-
sului, convocata la orele 14:35. Presedintele adunarii
a prezentat rapoartele administratiei eparhiale si ale
proprietdtii de la Vatra, mai precis intretinerea si admin-
istrarea ei. S-a discutat pe larg proiectul de strangere
de fonduri, Generatiile Vetrei cu raportul financiar i
bugetul propus pentru noul an si metodele de renovare
si strategii de strangere de fonduri. Raportul si bugetul
au fost aprobate de Congres.

Organizatiile auxiliare (ARFORA, AROY si Fritia
Ortodoxa SUA) si Conferinta Viata de Familie au
prezentat apoi rapoartele lor, care au fost aprobate de
catre Congres. Presedintele adunarii a reamintit dele-
gatiilor cd, In 2017, parohiile vor trebui sa aleagd noi
delegati la Congres (2 delegatii si 2 supleanti) pentru
o perioada de doi ani, 2017-2019.

La sectiunea propuneri din partea consiliului eparhial,
Pr Remus Grama a prezentat o rezolutie din partea
Consiliului privind recentele eforturile de revizuire a
Constitutiei Romaniei de a proteja sfintenia casatoriei
si a familiei. Urmdtorul text a fost aprobat unamim
de catre Congres:

. Episcopia Ortodoxd Romdnd din America intrunitd
in cel de al 84-lea Congresul anual al sdu laudd
revizuirea Constitutiei Romdniei in ceea ce priveste
definitia familiei. in conformitate cu invdtdtura Sfintei
Scripturii, precum si a traditiei Bisericii Ortodoxe
Romdne si a adeptilor sdi, familia este inteleasd ca
incepdnd cu unirea, binecuvdntatd in Bisericd, intre
un bdrbat §i o femeie. Prin urmare, sustinem si stam
aldturi de eforturile Bisericii Ortodoxe Romdne §i
a tuturor celor care promoveazd aceastd intelegere
SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2016

traditionald a familiei.”

In incheierea sedintei, Pr Laurence Lazar a multumit
parohiei gazda (Sf Marla Chicago IL) si gazda Coffee
Shop-ului (Misiunea Atanasie Sf., Napervﬂle IL) si
a personalului care s-a ocupat de buna organizare a
Congresului, precum si tuturor delegatiilor. A urmat
rugdciunea de incheiere si binecuvéntarea Inaltpreas-
fintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel.

A urmat apoi slujba vecerniei si cuvinte de in-
vataturd, urmate de cina si un frumos program folcloric.
Duminicd dimineata, Inaltpreasfintitul Arhiepiscop
Nathaniel, Tncojurat de un sobor numeros de preoti, a
savarsit Sfanta Liturghie arhiereascd in biserica mare
cu participarea delegatilor. A urmat apoi banchetul de
inchidere in pavilion. La bund revedere peste un an
la Congres!

Resfintirea Bisericii

Cont. de la pag. 20

Roméne “Sf. Nicolae” din Alliance, OH se inscrie
dupa 20 de ani! La 31 Martie 2014, este instalat Pr.
Geani Nemes, actualul preot paroh, si se intensifica
viata religioasa si culturald.

Energia credinciosilor nou-veniti din Romaénia
(dupd anii ‘90) Tmpreunatd cu experienta membrilor
existenti ai parohiei (precum si fondurile stranse pe
parcursul celor 20 de ani) au promulgat inceperea unui
nou proiect de constructie astfel incununand viziunea
celor din generatia trecutd care au ridicat biserica.

La doar doud luni dupd numirea noului lor preot
paroh, membrii adundrii generale adunati in mod
special au decis sd Inceapad proiectul de iconografie si
infrumusetare a lacasului de cult. Acest proiect incepe
in luna lui Septembrie 2014 si cu ajutorul Bunului
Dumnezeu este finalizat in aceiasi luna, a anului 2016.

Toate lucrdrile efectuate in cei doi ani au fost coor-
dinate de parintele paroh Geani Nemes si prin munca
voluntard a credinciosilor si cu sprijinul lor financiar.

Intreaga biserici a fost impodobiti cu picturd tra-
ditionald de stil bizantin de o finete deosebitd, de catre
maestrul inconograf roméan Sorino De Luca. In acelasi
registru iconografic, imaginea locasului s-a intregit
prin montarea unui nou iconostas lucrat de sculptorii
companiei LIDAR IMPEX s.r.]. din Roménia.

Lucrari aferente s-au executat Tn interiorul bisericii
precum: covorul din marea parte a bisericii a fost
inlocuit cu plici de marmurd; Sf. Masa, scaunele
arhieresti din altar si din afara lui au fost inlocuite
si confectionate din marmura si granit; Tavanul din
biserica si din pridvor au fost rotunjite in forma de
boltd precum si o multime de alte lucrdri pentru aco-
modarea iconografiei. Pe langd acestea, s-a renovat
sala sociald, biroul parohial si s-a edificat o frumoasa
Troita in fata Bisericii.

Astazi, Biserica Sf. Nicolae din Alliance, OH este
cu adevarat o Micd Catedrald pentru toti crestinii

Cont. la pag. 24
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Sfantul Ierah Martir ...

Cont. de la pag. 18
aldturi de alte personalitdti religioase roméanesti, in
vara anului 1992.

Sf. Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméane a declarat
anul 2016 “Anul Comemorativ al Sfantului Ierarh
Martir Antim Ivireanul si al tipografilor bisericegti”

Vesnica sd-i fie pomenirea!
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ortodocsi din zond dar si o perla pentru Episcopia
Ortodoxd Romana din America si Canada! Dam slava
lui Dumnezeu pentru toate inféptuirile si {i multumim
pentru revarsarea Harului Sau binefécitor si ajutator.
Binecuvinteazd Doamne pe ctitorii, binefactorii §i
inchindtorii Bisericii Ortodoxe Romdnesti,
Sf. Nicolae, din Alliance, OH

si pe toti cei ce iubesc podoaba casei Tale!
Pr. Geani Nemes
Preot Paroh
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boala nationalismului gresit Inteles, sau de cancerul
secularizdrii si al lipsei de sens, ducand la deterioarea
lor si inevitabil apoi la ruperea din marele Trup al
Bisericii. Iatd cum Hristos a mai primit o loviturd si
de aceea El este - dupd cum potrivit medita Pascal -

in agonie pand la sfarsitul veacurilor. Trebuie sd nu
dormim In acest timp.

Sd ne trezim deci si sa lucram cit mai este ziua.
(Ioan 9;4)
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DESCENT OoF THE HoLy GHOST ORTHODOX
CHaurcH YoOuNG ADULT CAMPOUT

During the penultimate weekend of October, the
university students of Northwest Indiana’s Descent
of the Holy Ghost church went on a camping retreat
that was coordinated by Mr. Curt Parrish (member of
our Church). This trip was a wonderful opportunity
for the parish’s youth to get together & discuss ways
of maintaining/enriching their Orthodox faith. The
campout, which took place at Turkey Run Indiana State
Park, comprised of 12 college students, the chaperones,
camp coordinators, and Father Alin Munteanu (Parish
Priest of DOHG). Camp activities included hiking,
canoeing, communal prayers, discussions, & joined
fellowship by the campfire. On the 23" Sunday after
Pentecost, Fr. Alin officiated the Divine Liturgy on
the campground for the participants & their families.
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God blessed those who came with good weather, and
the opportunity to partake of the Holy Communion.
All of those who came were extremely happy to have
participated & built long-lasting friendships. Glory to
God for the bright future of our Orthodox Church!
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