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EPiscOPATE RECEIVES
THANKS FOR THE AROY
RomMANIAN FLOOD

ASSISTANCE APPEAL

Metropolitanate of Moldova and Bucovina
Tasi, Romania

March 30, 2009
Nr. 1137

His Eminence NATHANIEL
Archbishop of Detroit and the Romanian Orthodox
Episcopate of America

Your Eminence,

With gratitude, we send thanks for the donation of
$5,500 which you made to help the hard hit families
in northern Moldova as a result of the floods in the
month of July 2008.

The money received from Your Eminence’s Dio-
cese, together with that received from other donors, is
being used to pay for the cost of construction of 10
homes for families in the locality of Rddauti — Prut,
Botosani County. The houses have been occupied by
the beneficiaries since the month of December 2008.

We send you all good wishes, peace, and blessings
in all your work, for the glory of God.

+TEOFAN
Metropolitan of Moldova and Bucovina

COVER: The Resurrection, wall painting by
Fr Gregory Kroug, The Skete of the Holy Spirit,
Mesnil-St-Denis,near Paris, twentieth century, from
the book: Festival Icons for the Christian Year
by Fr. John Baggley, SVS Press, 2000 (http://
WWW.SVSpress.com).
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RESURRECTION PASTORAL LETTER
2009

+ NATHANIEL
By the Mercy of God, Archbishop of Detroit and the Romanian Episcopate

To our beloved clergy, monastics and pious faithful of our God-protected Episcopate,
Grace, Mercy and Peace from God and from us our fatherly love and hierarchal blessing.

“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set
your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ
who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in
glory.”

Colossians 3:3-4.

Christ is risen! Truly, he is risen!

Dearly Beloved:

By the mercy of God, we are blessed to celebrate and participate in the Great Feast
of the Resurrection of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ. Having passed through
the Great Paschal Fast, we are now in the long-awaited day of Spiritual Feasting. Today
we are immersed in the unique celebration which draws earth up to heaven and heaven
down to earth, when earthly and temporal matters are overshadowed by heavenly and
eternal realities. Saint Peter reminds us: “... we, according to his (Christ’s) promise,
look for a new heaven and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13).

Today’s celebration of the resurrection of Christ is also a celebration of our own future
resurrection. This is the day of reconciliation between God and man brought about
through Jesus Christ who is from eternity God and born in time and taking flesh of the
Virgin Mary. Saint Paul in his letter to the Ephesians says: “ For he himself (Christ) is
our peace, ..who has broken down the middle wall of separation...so as to create in
himself one new man from the two, thus making peace and that he might reconcile them
both to God in one body through the cross” [Ephesians 2:14]. As Christ has taken on
our human nature, so too has he promised us a participation in the divine life. Saint
Athanasius teaches that “God became man so that man might become like God” (On the
Incarnation 54:3).

Our Holy Fathers believed that the Word of God became flesh; this means that the
nature of God and the nature of man are united in one Person, our Lord Jesus Christ.

S
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What does this imply? That man can be divinized as Saint John says in his first letter:
“Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall
be, but we know that when he is revealed, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as
he is” (1 John 3:1-3).

Saint Simeon the New Theologian says: “The beginning of life is its end and its end
is for me the beginning. I know not from where I came nor do I know where I am and
furthermore I know not where I, sinner that [ am, will end up. I am born of the dust of
the earth, flesh of flesh, corruption of corruption and being mortal, I exist in the body
for a short time on this earth and then passing away I begin a different life. Into this
earth I shed my body which will rise, and I will live a life without end.” (949-1022)

It is toward this “life without end,” toward this “different life,” that we all are moving.
Saint Paul reminds us through his Letter to the Ephesians that “...when Christ who is
our life appears, then we will appear with him in glory.” It is on the second coming of
Christ when there will be this “life without end’ and mankind will be glorified that we
must fix our eyes. This is another reason why we celebrate today: because our future
existence will be one reflecting the divine glory of Christ in whom we base our earthly
life. Hear what Paul states in Hebrews: “What is man that you are mindful of him...you
have crowned him with glory and honor” (2:7).

Dearly beloved Christians, in each Divine Liturgy, we hear the words of the Apostle
John: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). What could be
clearer than these words, that there is a promise of everlasting life? But the condition
for this everlasting life is faith in Jesus Christ. Today we are called to witness to the
world which God created, sustains and loves, that “...Christ is risen from the dead, and
has become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (I Cor. 15:20); and further
on, “As we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of
the heavenly man, (Jesus Christ)” (1 Cor.15:49).

Let us therefore rejoice and be exceedingly glad in the words of the Lord Jesus
himself: “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me, though he may die,
he shall live” (John 11:25); and knowing and confessing that Christ “is sitting at the
right hand of God,” let us live the days of our time on earth seeking that which is eternal
and the gift of seeing God as he is, and thus cry out:

Christ is risen! Truly he is risen!

Accept our fatherly love and archpastoral blessings on those near and those far away.

+ ol athanc

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop

J
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FASTING AND SPIRITUAL RENEWAL

Rev. Hieromonk Calinic (Berger)

The Orthodox Church is the only church in the
world that maintains the ancient Christian tradition of
a forty day vegan fast before the feast of the Resurrec-
tion of Christ. Is this really necessary? Does God
actually care if we eat meat or not? How does this
relate to the heart or authenticity of our personhood?
For that matter, why do we fast at all?

Our Orthodox Faith is a faith that values beauty —
in its icons, architecture, vestments and its use of all
the elements of the world such as flowers, branches,
palms, etc., in its worship. We be-

the Fast.” The idea is wholly Biblical: “The fast of the
fourth month ... shall be joy and gladness and cheer-
ful feasts for the house of Judah. Therefore, love truth
and peace” (Zach 8:19). Our Lord Himself commanded
us not to be of “sad countenance” while fasting, but to
wash our faces and anoint our heads (Mt 6:16). The
period of Fasting is not a period of morose and gloom
but of hope that things can be better, be healed, and
therefore a period of light, energy and inner renewal.
All Christians who keep the fast experience this power.
The examples of fasting in the

lieve that God is truly among us,
that He is present in our churches
and not exiled to heaven. Our wor-
ship therefore mirrors the glory of
the heavenly worship. This fact is
not in any way a contradiction of the
fact that we are an ascetic Church, a
Church that values fasting. In fact,
it’s because of it.

i
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S Bible are too numerous to list here.

._-’3 Suffice it to say that after every se-
TE"' rious fast, God appears in glory.
S Moses, Elijah, King David, Job,

Ij;'l%_'ﬁ Daniel, the people (and animals) of
— Ninevah, Anna the prophetess, John
the Baptist, the Holy Apostles (most

B especially Paul), Cornelius, and of

el

course, our Lord Jesus Christ Him-

In Orthodoxy, asceticism and
beauty and glory all go hand in hand. We cannot have
one properly without the other. We need asceticism to
see the beauty and glory of the world in its proper,
divine light, and not an egotistical, self-serving and
therefore closed, distorted or shadowed light. At the
same time, we need beauty and glory to see the proper
goal of fasting and asceticism.

The common goal of fasting and asceticism, and of
the beauty and glory in the world and in Orthodox
churches, is simple: to heal us — to give us bodily and
spiritual health — to make us like Christ, conformed to
Him and prepared to participate in His glory, a glory
of the Resurrection, which follows the Cross. Ortho-
doxy is an all-encompassing faith of healing, that
integrates all aspects of our human life and existence
— body/soul, mind/heart, solitude/community — brings
them to Christ and fills them with the power of the
Holy Spirit. It sees man as he really is: glorious,
because in the image of God; pathetic, because fallen,
subject to sin and death. Our goal is to trade the latter
for the former. But the aspects of human life are all
interwoven. The soul cannot change without the body,
the mind without the heart, etc., and vice-versa. Hence,
we have fasting: fasting is a means of spiritual growth
and bodily healing.

Because it has our healing and our glory as its goal,
the Church’s fasting periods are also periods of joy —
when we can free ourselves of so many things that
dominate us. For this reason the Church calls Lent the
period of “bright sadness” or “joy-making mourning.”
It is a joy of renewal. Our hymns repeat this theme: “.
. .with great gladness let us accept the proclamation of

SOLIA MAR/APR 2009

self, all fasted in a serious manner,
to be met by God immediately afterwards. Fasting
unlocks the spiritual powers of the soul and makes it
receptive to an encounter with the Living God.

Eating is our most human way of connecting with
the world. We have no choice but to breathe air or
drink water. Eating, however, is a choice and there-
fore involves the soul in decision making; in other
words, eating includes a mind-over-body element.
Hence, when we conquer our will to eat (not eating
what we want to eat) out of love for the will of the
Church (which is from the Holy Spirit), we de facto
participate in an act of communion with the will of
God and gather strength of soul. Through this we
grow spiritually. This was the purpose of God com-
manding Adam and Eve to not eat of the tree — in other
words, to keep a fast. Had they kept it, they would
have learned good and evil from doing good and thereby
grown spiritually to a stature God had intended them
to reach through their own free will.

Although primary, fasting involves more than ab-
stinence from food. Eve listened to the serpent, looked
at the tree, reasoned about it, touched it, ate from it.
She used all her senses and faculties. For this reason,
Great Lent is also a time of withdrawal — a time to turn
off the radio, television, internet, etc., in order to free
the mind from distraction and let the soul rest, focus-
ing on God. “O my soul, be watchful, close all the
doors through which the passions enter, and look up
towards the Lord,” the Church sings.

To be clear, fasting itself does not give a vision of
God; but a vision of God cannot come without fasting.

Cont. on page 14
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VisIT OF ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL TO
ST DiMITRIE Mi1SSION, BOULDER, COLORADO

March 1, 2009 marked a very significant event in our
lives at Saint Dimitrie the New Romanian Orthodox
Mission in Boulder, Colorado. We are glad to share
with you our experience and happiness that we had in
our midst His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, who
blessed our new land designated for the social hall
and church.

On this occasion, His Eminence, together with the
parish priest Fr. Ioan Bogdan, Archimandrite Fr.
Ambrose Omayas and Deacon Vasile Simonca, cel-
ebrated the Divine Liturgy at “Wesley Foundation
Church” in Boulder. Mother Cassiana from “Protec-
tion of the Holy Virgin Monastery” of Lake George,

6 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA

Parishioners with Archbishop Nathaniel and Fr. Ioan Bogdan

CO was present too. The Lit-
urgy was followed by the
Ground-breaking Service at
the site of our land in
Frederick. A lot of clergy
and faithful of Orthodox
Churches from the area came
to pray and celebrate with
us. Many pictures from this
event and the drawings of
what we plan to build can
be seen online at www.
sfdimitrie.org. The celebra-
tion ended with a festive
meal, well prepared by the
ladies of our mission.

The road to this point
started back on March 7,
2006, when a group of a few
faithful wrote a letter to His
Eminence  Archbishop
Nathaniel, asking for his
blessing and support to es-
tablish a new church for the
Romanian Orthodox community from Northern Colo-
rado. On April 17, 2006, the Episcopate delegated
Very Rev. Fr. Dumitru Paun to preside over the meet-
ing that brought into being the new mission with the
name “Saint Dimitrie the New.” On May 26, 2007, the
Episcopate Council officially approved the founda-
tion of our new mission. On October 1,2007, Fr. Ioan
Bogdan, was assigned to be the parish priest of the
Mission. On the next day, our mission was registered
with the state of Colorado as a nonprofit organization.
Shortly after that, we were able to rent the chapel of
Wesley Foundation Methodist Church, located on 1290
Folsom Dr., in Boulder, CO, where we started and
continued to celebrate our weekly services on Sunday
mornings with Matins at 9:30 and the Divine Liturgy
at 10:00. During Lent, we have Vespers on Saturday
evening at 6:30 followed by Bible Study and Confes-
sions.

We are still a small congregation of 20 families.
Nevertheless, our plans are very ambitious, and we
pray to God that more people will join us. Any finan-
cial support is important and very much appreciated.
We thank everybody who has been active and sup-
portive of this mission right from the beginning of this
journey, and to all of those who have joined us along
the way with the same enthusiasm, making this ground-
breaking possible. May God bless you!

Fr. Ioan Bogdan and the Parish Council
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HABITS OF A GRATEFUL HEART

by Psa. Janene Wey

Someone once told me that as we grow older, we
don’t necessarily change who we are, but manifest
more intensely who we have become. I had often
pondered what that meant. I now take it to mean that
the things in which we diligently engage and practice
day to day become engrained in us. In other words,
our attitudes become engrained in our souls. These
will then be revealed intensely in us, in those days
when everything else is stripped away and our energy
can be spent only on the things of the heart, and
preparation for death. How important is it, then, to
become accustomed to

cially nieces and nephews. And during those long
years of hard work, they were always active in the life
of the parish. She was parish council president on
more than one occasion. Even in retirement, they lived
only a few minutes from the parish in a quiet neigh-
borhood where they welcomed family members — more
nieces and nephews, and others — who came in later
years to the States.

In those later years, when my husband and I first
came to the parish, we would see John and Mary only
occasionally, advanced as they were in years, and

then only when their aches

thanksgiving, to prayer, to
forgiveness, in everything
we do day to day.

A recent experience
brought this saying to
mind again and shed some
light on what I can only
hope is a small confirma-
tion of its truth: my hus-
band and I visit a woman,
Mary, who is widowed
and in her mid-ninety’s.
Often, it is questionable
whether she knows who
we are or what we are
doing there. We’re not
family — at least, not in
the most commonly un-
derstood meaning of the

and pains would permit
them to venture forth.
Both walked with diffi-
culty and John always re-
lied upon a cane, but in-
variably Mary’s face
would be softened and lit
up by a broad and beauti-
ful smile. In her low ac-
cented voice ever reminis-
cent of the “old country,”
she would whisper to the
altar boys and tell them
what a good job they had
done that day, and then
she would slip them dol-
lar bills. John’s health ul-
timately failed and he re-
posed in the Fall of 2004.

word — but we are part of

her family in Christ, even though we have only known
her for the last fifteen years or so. Mary was the
youngest of six children born and raised in Romania.
She and her husband John were married in Bucharest
at St. George Cathedral and in 1936 emigrated to the
U.S. It was a time in which Europe stood at the brink
of war and life abroad was uncertain. In the United
States, the Great Depression had begun only a few
years earlier, and life here was difficult as well. They
arrived at Ellis Island in New York City, and from
there they settled in Indianapolis where her older sis-
ter and family had emigrated earlier.

In the early years, John took up employment in a
meat packing house, and she went to work for a de-
partment store. Within a few years, they had saved up
enough money to open their own business — not a
small feat in those uncertain times. This was the first
of several businesses which John and Mary purchased
and operated. He would open their establishments in
the morning, and she would take over in the afternoon
and close at the end of the long day. They had no
children, but their lives were blessed by family, espe-
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Mary now resides in the
nursing facility, unable to care for herself. Her heart
is weak, her strength gone, and the long years have
taken their toll. But she has all those nieces and neph-
ews who still love and care for her, and she has re-
tained her broad and beautiful smile. In a recent visit
my husband and I paid to Mary, as usual, when she
saw us, her face lit up. But this time I was unexpect-
edly and deeply moved, because unlike in past visits,
her response upon seeing us this time was, “thank
you.” In fact, her response to everything was “thank
you.” Even while praying with her, my husband paused
for the usual response but instead of the expected
“Lord have mercy,” she said, simply and with convic-
tion, “thank you.” While my first response was to
think inwardly, “oops, wrong response,” I began to
realize that here was a woman who has spent all her
life ultimately in remembrance and gratitude to God
for the many blessings He has showered upon her, not
only in the days of joy and prosperity, but in those
uncertain days spent in want and sorrow as well. Her
gratitude to Him was now being manifested more

Cont. on page 14
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ROMANIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESAN
CounciLs MEET

f
1

[Cleveland, OH] — In an historic meeting, the
Eparchial (Diocesan) Councils of the Romanian Or-
thodox Episcopate of America (ROEA) and the Ro-
manian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas (ROAA)
met jointly on Saturday, March 21, 2009 at the St.
Mary Romanian Orthodox Cathedral in Cleveland.
The meeting was based on decisions of the 2008 Con-
gresses of the ROEA and ROAA endorsing the con-
tinuation of talks between the two North American
Eparchies. The primary issue is a potential union of
the two bodies.

The starting point for the continuing discussions is
a document drafted by the Joint Dialogue Commission
(JDC) entitled: “Proposal to Establish a Romanian
Orthodox Metropolitanate in North America”. The Joint
Dialogue Commission is a working-group established
by both Congresses to explore the possibility of heal-
ing the division between the two Eparchies dating to
the middle of the last century. After presenting a text
that was deemed viable by the hierarchs of both
Eparchies to the respective Councils, Clergy and Con-
gresses, the JDC has continued to refine the Proposal
to reflect the concerns expressed by members of these
decision-making bodies. The Proposal describes the
ecclesiological terms that must be acceptable to both
the ROEA and ROAA for a united North American

8 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA

Metropolitanate in canonical communion with the
Church of Romania. The Proposal would need to be
approved by the two Congresses before it could be
presented to the Church of Romania for consideration.

In the joint meeting held on Saturday, chaired by
Their Eminences Archbishop Nathaniel and Archbishop
Nicolae, members of the Councils discussed funda-
mental questions that underlie the provisions of the
draft. Among the issues addressed were: the nature of
the autonomy envisioned under the proposal; the ways
in which this union is perceived to advance the even-
tual administrative unity of all Orthodox Christians
under a singular ecclesiastical authority in North
America; the relationship of the envisioned autono-
mous Metropolitanate with the Romanian Orthodox
Church; necessary “due diligence” investigations, but
most especially, the ways in which a spiritual healing
might be realized in the present division between the
Romanian Orthodox in North America. The open dia-
logue of the gathering was cordial and informative,
and the participants felt it was a necessary first step
and a positive experience.

In addition to Their Eminences Archbishops
Nathaniel and Nicolae, also present were His Grace,
Bishop Irineu, ROEA Auxiliary, members of the two
Councils and the Joint Dialogue Commission.
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T /77TH CONGRESS OF Trit ROMANEAN GRIHO0OX EPISCOPATE O AMIERICA

HOTELS

G

Ytotidoy Dnn
EXPRESS

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
1540 Commerce Park Dr, Chelsea M| 48118
(734) 433-1600

Rate: $99.99 + tax (1 King / 2 Queen)
Deadline: June 3
Features: Indoor pool, breakfast, fitness room,
nearby restaurants & shopping, high speed internet

Comfort

Inn & Suites

CHELSEA COMFORT INN &

VILLAGE CONFERENCE CTR
1645 Commerce Park Dr, Chelsea M| 48118
(877) 686-6350 or (734) 433-8000

Rate: $84.00 + tax (2 Queen)
Deadline: June 12
Features: Full breakfast, pool, jacuzzi, fitness
center, business center, high speed internet

.~
BAYMONT"

BAYMONT INN
2035 Holiday Inn Dr, Jackson MI 49202
(517) 789-6000

Rate: $85.00 + tax (Single King)
Deadline: June 3

Features: Breakfast, nearby restaurants

CoutyHears,
“INN

COUNTRY HEARTH INN
1111 Boardman Rd, Jackson MI 49202
(517) 783-6404
Rate: $57.00 + tax (double/double)
$67.00 + tax (King/Queen parlor)
Deadline: June 23

Features: Breakfast, nearby restaurants & shopping
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Vatra Roméaneasca / July 2-5, 2009

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Thursday, July 2

8:30 am  Breakfast

10:00 am  Clergy Conference
1:00 pm  Lunch
2:00 pm  Clergy Conference Reconvenes
5:00 pm  Great Vespers & Sermons
6:00 pm  Supper
7:00 pm  Episcopate Council Meeting

Friday, July 3

8:30 am  Registration

10:30 am  Invocation to the Holy Spirit

77th Episcopate Congress Convenes

1:00 pm  Lunch
2:00pm  Congress Reconvenes — Session |l
5:00 pm  Vespers & Sermons
6:30 pm  Supper & Program

Saturday, July 4

9:30am  Congress Reconvenes — Session |lI

12 noon Te Deum for United States Independence Day /
Memorial Service & Blessing of the Graves

1:00 pm  Lunch

2:00pm  Congress Reconvenes — Session IV

5:00 pm  Great Vespers & Sermons

6:30 pm  Supper & Program

Sunday, July 5

8:00am  Matins

9:30am  Procession of the Hierarchs & Clergy

10:00 am  Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
Congress Banquet & Closing Program

HOTEL CAR RENTAL

Remember, you must mention you are
with “ROEA Church Group” when mak-
ing your reservation in order to receive
the special discounted price.

We strongly urge you to reserve your
rooms before the deadline indicated for
each hotel. Availability & rate not guar-
anteed after deadline.

For more information, or to make your
reservations today, call AVIS Rent-A-
Car at 1(800)331.1600, or visit their
website at www.avis.com.

You must give them the ROEA Avis
Worldwide Discount (AWD) Code #
J867318 to receive the discounted
rates.

(Please note: We are unable to host lodging or camping on the Vatra grounds.)
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THE TWELVE APOSTLES

Our Experience at St. Innocent Orphanage
o1 T

i

On the morning of February 9, twelve excited and
nervous Orthodox Christians from St. George Ortho-
dox Cathedral, Regina, Saskatchewan, began their jour-
ney to St. Innocent’s Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico.
Because of the prayers and efforts of the youth group
and of the entire parish, we were embarking on a
mission trip to lend our hands, our backs, and our
Christian Fellowship to a very unique community in
the southern part of this continent. Although we knew
that we would be participating in a Project Mexico
work trip, we did not yet know what the work would
consist of, or how the journey would go. Nonetheless,
with open hearts, the willingness to work, and with
the love of Christ, we ventured forth.

As we got onto the first plane, I remember looking
around at my fellow missionaries with whom we would
share this experience. Those in our group were: Fr.
Cosmin Sicoe, Carol Lowes, Joy, Evan, and Becky
Lascue, Lisa Krupski, Elaine and Andrew Herasymuik,
Tyler Sleeva, Rodney Eberle, and us, Roberta Wallace
and Megan Tokaruk. We were twelve — the same
number of Christ’s apostles. Fr. Cosmin helped re-
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mind us that just as the apostles were sent into the
world to do the work of Christ, we too were sent; it
was not us who chose to be a part of this trip — it was
Christ who chose us. We kept this in mind for the
entire experience.

After a full day of travel (including a stop at Wal-
Mart for rubber boots), we finally arrived at St.
Innocent’s Orphanage. It was dark when we got in, so
we did not really grasp our surroundings as of yet. We
were quick to realize though that we should not have
underestimated the cold and the mud. February is
during the rainy season, which means the light, sandy
soil of the Tijuana area turns to deep, thick, clay-like
mud. I think many of us breathed more than one
prayer of gratefulness throughout the week for our
new favourite footwear.

The evening of the first day we gathered for intro-
ductions and a briefing with Project Mexico Project
Coordinators Mike and Katherine Applegate. It was
good to regroup with the twelve and to get to know
Mike and Kat. We shared expectations of the week,
what (we thought) brought us to this place, and what
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we expected to gain. It was good to hear everybody’s
responses — we were able to connect with each other,
to share a bit about ourselves, and to learn from one
another. After this, we trekked up the hill to the dining
room for our first meal and evening prayers with the
boys at the Ranch.

Project Mexico first began in 1988 in response to
the poverty found in Tijuana. The home building was
started with volunteers coming from California for
the day to work on the houses. It has now expanded,
due to volunteers from all over North America. This
summer, as Mike and Katherine excitedly explained,
they hope to build 23 houses. The house-building
program serves two purposes: to provide homes for
struggling families in Mexico, and to provide Ortho-
dox Christians the opportunity to show Christ’s love
through their labour.

Our week in Mexico, however, would not be spent
building houses, but working on the Ranch itself. St.
Innocent’s Orphanage opened in 1996 when it was
converted into a liveable and homey place for the
teenage boys from an old horse ranch (which is why
it is usually referred to as the Ranch). It is the only
orphanage of its kind in the whole Tijuana area, and
one of only four all-boy orphanages for teenagers in
the entirety of Mexico.

The Ranch was very beautiful — we noticed this as
soon as the sun came up the next day. The rainy
season not only brought mud, but also green hills and
foliage. The air was refreshing and crisp, and the
morning sun brought not only warmth, but the sound
of roosters and chirping birds.

We would start our day with morning prayers in the
chapel. Following this was twenty minutes of quiet
time. We were given prayer journals with verses of
scripture and quotes from the Church Fathers to focus
our thoughts and prayers. We could reflect on these
throughout our quiet time, and throughout the entire
day. This morning routine became very precious and
was very natural. We each found a quiet space on the
ranch to think, to write, and to pray. We all came to
deeply value this window for introspection...what a
glorious, balanced, and right way to spend the first
few hours of the day.

Spiritual renewal was a huge part of the week. Our
prayer cycle really kept our hearts and minds in the
right space. Evening prayers were held after supper
with the boys...and in Spanish. It was so humbling to
stumble along the evening compline, trying to keep up
to the boys’ fluid voices with our awful pronuncia-
tions. One thing that we will all take away from those
services was the beautiful, rich, and moving tropar to
St. Innocent. After a few services, we could sing
along; however, part of me just wanted to listen — it
was so beautiful.

It was amazing to pray side by side with these
Orthodox Christians. Mike noted to us that this chapel
is the only Orthodox Church between San Diego and
Mexico City — which means that these boys are real
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missionaries of the Faith in their own community. It
was an interesting blessing to have American and
Canadian Orthodox Christians as guests; because, as
Mike explained, we were the only examples of the
faith that they have. We tried to live a true Christian
lifestyle — for us, but also to enable the light of Christ
to shine through us.

We kept this in mind throughout our work as well.
The work, of course, was a huge part of why we were
at the Ranch. In our briefing, we discussed why we
wanted to come here: we wanted to lend a helping
hand, to make a difference, or, as Evan put it, “to get
sweaty.” And, as the days unfolded, I think that we hit
all of those targets.

Two days were spent on smaller group projects.
There was Roberta high on the roofs cleaning eves, Fr
Cosmin was working on two new showers, Evan helped
with electrical work, just to name a few of the tasks.
One task that cannot go unmentioned was The Trench.
There was a low spot that, due to the rain, had turned
into an unwelcome lake that was threatening to flood
one of the buildings. And so, our task was to construct
a trench to drain the water. Easier said than
done...especially when the Mexican mud is taken into
consideration. It was disgustingly difficult work; how-
ever, it was also completely humbling. We bonded as
a group during this epic task, and when we were
(finally) finished, we looked fondly at our trench with
gratitude and a new appreciation for agriculture in the
developing world.

Our main project that required all of our skills and
talents was stuccoing. The ranch is in the process of
building and stuccoing a cinderblock wall around the
perimeter. And so, assigned to a long stretch of wall,
we got down to our elbows in the work. There were
three main steps in the process — we had the sand crew
sifting buckets of sand, the mixers mixing the stucco
(a job that gave your oblique’s the workout of a life-
time), and the “stuccoers” who did just that: stuccoed.
Throughout the two days, we rotated jobs, which meant
we had the opportunity to work with different people
in our group...which meant we always had a change in
voices as we sang.

As we looked back at the finished length of wall, it
was such a great feeling to see what we had accom-
plished together. We had worked hard and happily,
praising God with our voices and our efforts. This
task was great, because we really strengthened our
relationships with each other. A shared goal means
everybody pitches in with their unique talents — whether
it was Becky with her expert sand-sifting, Carol con-
tinually making a perfect consistency of stucco, or
Rodney’s thorough “wall-watering”— we all had some-
thing to add, and it showed in the success of the wall
and the growth of our relationships.

Suppertime with the boys was somewhat of a
gong show. I think we were all surprised at how
energetic and playful they were. They would play

Cont. on page 15
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AUXILIARY BISHOP

SCHEDULE

2008

July 3-5. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca.
Episcopate Congress.

July 6. Chicago, IL. Sts. Constantine and Helen
Cathedral (ROAA). Consecration of the Church and
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Metro-
politan Laurentiu Streza (Sibiu, Romania), Metropoli-
tan Nicholas (Greek Archdiocese), Metropolitan Chris-
topher (Serbian Archdiocese) and Archbishop Nicolae
Condrea (ROAA).

July 13. Richmond Hill, ON. St. Elijah Mission.
Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

July 19. Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity. Saturday:
Marriage service for Viorel Ciharan and Lisa M Nemes.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

July 22. Hamilton, ON. Campul Romanesc. Con-
ference.

July 27. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter &
Paul. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 6. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for Transfiguration of the
Lord.

August 10. Lilburn, GA. Sts. Constantin & Helen.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 12. Warren, MI. Descent of the Holy
Spirit. Funeral service for Psa. Maria Risca.

August 14-17. Anaheim, CA. St. Mary. Patronal
Feast. Thursday Evening: Lamentations. Friday
Morning: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Friday Evening:
Holy Unction. Saturday Morning: Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy. Sunday Morning: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy.

August 23-24. Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity. Satur-
day: Marriage service for Johnnie and Florica Bura.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 25. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca.
Reinterment service for Vasile Mocanu.

August 29-30. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe-
dral. AROY Conference. Friday morning: Attended
Divine Liturgy. Saturday evening: Attended Memo-
rial Service and Great Vespers.

August 31. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter &
Paul. AROY Conference. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
and Ordination into Holy Diaconate of Stefan Florin
Stoleru. Evening: Southfield, MI. St. George Ca-
thedral. AROY Cotillion.

September 6-8. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra
Romaneasca. Patronal Feast. Saturday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Monday: Akathist.

September 21. Canton, OH. St. George. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy. Afternoon: Romanian Festival
and Banquet.
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September 27. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monas-
tery. Baptism of Ana Maria Aron.

September 28. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter
& Paul. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

October 2. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca.
Visit of Bishop lustin Sigheteanul of Romania.

October 5. Laval, QC. Canada. St. Mary. Patronal
Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

October 10-11. San Jose, CA. Holy Cross. Fri-
day Evening: Attended Vespers. Saturday Morn-
ing: Consecration of the Church and Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel
and Bishop lustin Sigheteanul from the Church of
Romania. Banquet.

October 12. Hayward, CA. Holy Resurrection.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

October 14. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of St. Parascheva.

October 17-19. Lilburn, GA. Sts. Constantin &
Elena. Friday Evening: Attended Vespers. Satur-
day Morning: Consecration of the Church and Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop
Nathaniel and Bishop Petroniu from the Church of
Romania. Afternoon: Romanian Festival and Ban-
quet. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated
with Archbishop Nathaniel and Bishop Petroniu.

October 25. Novi, MI. Oakland Hills Cemetery.
Blessing of the Romanian Section. Evening: Cleve-
land, OH. Attended the annual reception “Balul
Fagarasenilor” (Romanians from Fagaras) with local
clergy.

October 26. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathedral.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 8. Ridgewood, NY. Descent of the Holy
Spirit. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 9. Middle Village, NY. Sts. Michael &
Gabriel. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Banquet.

November 10-13. Pittsburgh, PA. OCA 15" All
American Council.

November 15-16. Youngstown, OH. Holy Trin-
ity. Saturday Afternoon: Baptism of Justina Maria
Antonescu, daughter of Fr. Cosmin & Psa. Camelia
Antonescu. Sunday Morning: Hierarchal Divine Lit-
urgy.

November 22. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra
Romaneasca. Episcopate Council meeting.

November 23. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Memorial Service
for mother and grandmother.

November 30. Jamaica, NY. St. Andrew Mis-
sion. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 5. Oregon City, OR. Descent of the
Holy Spirit. Holy Unction.

December 6. Portland, OR. St. Mary. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

December 7. Oregon City, OR. Descent of the
Holy Spirit. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
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CoRPORAL NICOLAE
LLupu HONORED

Corp. Nicolae Toma Lupu receives award from
General Walter Natynczyk

On Dec. 2, 2008, Nicolae Lupu, son of Fr. Michael
& Psa. Lillian Lupu and sister of Maria Lupu, re-
ceived a National Honour by the Governor General of
Canada. He was awarded with Mention in Dispatches
for valour and meritorious service during his tour of
duty.

The presentation was made at a special ceremony
in Quebec City by the Chief of Defense, General
Walter Natynczyk. Nicu served in Afghanistan from
August 2007 to March 2008. In late August 2007,
while stationed at a forward operating base, he was
under heavy mortar fire and showed ingenuity and
bravery which ultimately saved lives of both the Ca-
nadian and American troops.

We are all very thankful of your prayers for his safe
return and for all our men and women serving our
countries. (See a web report from the Kingston Whig
Standard at http://www thewhig.com/ArticleDisplay.
aspx?e=1260514).

AUXiliary BiShOp Cont. from page 12

December 14. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe-
dral. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Memorial Service
for V Rev Fr Eugen Lazar. Evening: Christmas Con-
cert.

December 25. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter
& Paul. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 26. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 27. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Funeral Service for
Archimandrite Felix Dubneac. Afternoon: Grass Lake,
MI. Vatra Romaneasca. Burial Service of
Archimandrite Felix Dubneac.

December 28. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
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ARF.O.R.A.
CONGRESS
CONVOCATION

In conformity with Article II, Section 2 of the
By-Laws, we hereby convoke the

61% Annual A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop
Adela Price Eugenia Tirmonia
President Secretary

June 5-7, 2009

Hosted by:
St. Mary Romanian Orthodox Church
4225 N Central Ave, Chicago IL 60634-1800
(773) 736-1153

Schedule of Events

Friday, June 5

4:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. Executive Board Meeting at
St. Mary’s

6:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. Registration/Reception at
Hotel for Clergy, Preotese,
Delegates & Past Presidents

Saturday, June 6
8:00 am — 9:00 a.m. Registration and Breakfast at
St. Mary’s

9:00 am — 12:00 pm Congress Session Begins
12:00 pm — 1:00 pm Lunch

1:00 pm — 1:45 pm Guest Speaker

2:00 pm — 4:00 pm Congress Reconvenes

4:15 pm — 5:15 pm Parastas & Great Vespers
5:30 pm — 6:00 pm Photographs in Church

6:00 pm — 10:00 pm Dinner & Program

Sunday, June 7

9:00 am  Matins

9:45 am  Entrance & Vesting of Hierarch
10:00 am  Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
12:30 pm  Lunch and Farewell

Hotel: Holiday Inn, Chicago North Shore, 5300
Touhy Ave, Skokie IL 60077 — (866-750-3369).
Mention: Block Code MYS or St. Mary’s Romanian
Orthodox Church Ladies Auxiliary to receive spe-
cial discounted rate of $99 plus tax per night. Please
make reservations no later than MAY 15, 2009.

See the article by Heather Polischuk in the Leader-
Post, March 28, 2009, entitled “Group volunteers
at Mexican orphanage” - go to: http://www.leader
post.com/Group+volunteers+Mexican+orphanage/
1439317/story.html.
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2008 GoLDY SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

The recipients of the 2008 Dumitru Golea Goldy-
Gemu Scholarships ($1500 each) are John Powers
Wheeler and Alexandra Angheluta.

John Powers
Wheeler, whose mater-
nal grandparents origi-
nated from Bucharest,
Romania, was born in
Miami, Florida, and
graduated in May 2008
from Woodward Acad-
emy, College Park, Geor-
gia, with high honors (4.3
GPA) and many national
and local awards, includ-
ing: National Merit
Semi-Finalist, AP
Scholar, Georgia Certifi-
cate of Merit, National
Honor Society, Dart-
mouth College Book Award, National Spanish Exam
awards, Summer Scholars, Georgia Boy’s State, and
many others which are too numerous to list here. The
Social Studies Department Chairman of the school re-
marks: “He is one of the most diligent, pleasant, and
determined students I have had the pleasure to teach in
thirty years at Woodward. In every respect he is an
exceptional student. He is a disciplined young man, able
to juggle a demanding academic schedule including a
number of A.P. courses with time-consuming extra-
curricular responsibilities.” In his essay on “How does
my Romanian heritage make me a better American?”,
he writes: “How can anyone truly understand the value
of liberty and what it really means to be free? My
Romanian family has helped me to answer that ques-
tion. American values including tolerance, diversity and
perseverance were made real to me by my Romanian
grandmother. . . . Her vivid stories of repression, bread
lines, curfews and censorship helped to give me a per-
sonal understanding of how guaranteed freedoms en-
sure our American way of life.” John is attending
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee.

John Powers Wheeler

Alexandra Angheluta was born in Birlad, Romania,
and emigrated to the United States with her parents and
older sister. She graduated from Las Plumas High School,
Oroville, California in June 2006 with 4.40 GPA while
maintaining a 4.0 GPA in college courses taken at Butte
College during her Junior and Senior years. She is a
student at California State University, Chico, Califor-
nia, in the School of Social Work, and plans to complete
her BSW degree in May 2009. Recommendations from
her professors include the following comments about
Alexandra: “She is one of the most intelligent students
that I have encountered in my 20-year academic career.
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. [she] is highly
motivated to help oth-
ers. ...Ms. Angheluta
has volunteered at
Catalyst (a local non-
profit organization
that provides domes-
tic violence services)

.at CAVE. (A
Chico State student
volunteer service or-
ganization), she was
a tutor to diverse chil-
dren; and at the Butte County Department of Public
Health she volunteered as a Peer Counselor. Alexandra
Angeluta is a “doer”, a person with the gift of being able
to make things happen.” In her essay on “How does my
Romanian heritage make me a better American?”, she
writes: “Excelling at academics is just one way that I
take advantage of the opportunities America offers. Hav-
ing a Romanian heritage gives me a different perspec-
tive on life. Though I have many opportunities, I know
there are many people who do not. I spend a lot of my
time volunteering in the community so that I can help
others improve their lives.”

JE ’ 20
Alexandra Angheluta

Fasting eee Cont. from page 5

Fasting gives freedom from oppressive habits and thereby
from oppressive thoughts, and so prepares us for heal-
ing. “This kind cometh not out but by prayer and fast-
ing” (Mt 17:21). For this reason, it is imperative to keep
the fast to enjoy the benefits of the Lenten Season.

Great Lent is a sacred treasure, a great gift of our
glorious Orthodox Tradition. Let us value it by using it,
by opening all the medicines for body and soul which it
contains — the fasting, the services, the beautiful hymns
and prayers. Let us be healed and filled with its joy and
energy, so that at the end of the journey we may hear the
“divine, sweet, dear voice” of Christ, shining in His
paschal glory.

Habits ... Cont. from page 7

intensely. And now toward the end of her days, the first
response upon her lips is “Thank you.” Her thankful-
ness is automatic, almost reflexive. Mary confirms to
me that the lips speak by affirmation of the heart what
they have learned through long years of experience and
the daily practice of gratitude. And while “thank you”
may not always be the anticipated response, it is always
the right response. Such should be the attitude of all of
us, that when we are old and at the end of our days,
when our heart cries out “Lord have mercy,” our lips
will respond in kind and say “Thank you.”
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Twelve ApOStleS ees Cont. from page 11

games with us that included friendly punching and
some occasional chasing. When it was time to eat,
they would rush to the counter. The meals were pre-
pared by the cooks there, and consisted of beans (ev-
ery meal), eggs (breakfast), potatoes and meat (sup-
per). It was a very solid diet, though by the end, some
of us felt the effects of having beans all the time.

On the last night at St Innocent’s, we got together
with Mike and Katherine and the whole group to share
what we learned, what we would take home with us,
and what we had accomplished. We celebrated our
hard work, we celebrated our sore bodies, we cel-
ebrated the boys that we met, and we celebrated with
Christ, that he provided us the strength, the courage,
and the compassion that we needed throughout the
week.

As we debriefed the experience with one another,
we all shared a common realization: during the week,
we were able to detach completely from the some-
times pointless stresses of back home and really focus
on holistic and balanced living. We were able to focus
and connect our mind, body, and spirit. Evan summed
it up when he said that “working hard, eating, sleep-
ing, and praying — this feels right.”

We were given a new awareness of our privilege,
and an appreciation of what we have in Canada. Life
in a developing country is very different, and I think
most of us are still deconstructing what we experi-
enced. A week was not enough time to really grasp the
magnitude of what it truly means to live in a develop-
ing country. We saw the change as we drove past the
beautifully manicured lawns of San Diego into the
heart of Tijuana; we saw the slums and could feel the
poverty. However, a week is enough time to realize
that we are privileged above and beyond what is fair.
This does not mean that we should be guilty, but to be
aware and to appreciate it.

As we continued to debrief, it was very powerful to
sit and listen to the group (our fellow missionaries and
now close friends) share what we had learned. We all
reflected on what brought us there, if we had achieved
what we thought — and if those achievements could be
measured. Did we make a difference? Were we agents
of change? Did we live Christ’s teachings with our
work? These were not questions for us to answer, but
for us all to reflect upon.

This part of the journey is over — in many ways,
during that week we were just riding the wave. Now,
in the weeks that follow, we are challenged with
deconstructing our experience. What did we learn?
What did we unlearn? What did we gain, and did we
make an impact? How can we bring the spirit of
mission work home with us and apply it here? And
importantly, how can we communicate our experience
to our parish in order to grow as a Christian commu-
nity together?

We would like to say thank you — thank you for the
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I applaud the SOLIA editors for including in its
Jan/Feb 2009 issue the talk given by Metropolitan
Philip, “Canon 28 or the 4th Ecumenical Council -
Relevant or Irrelevant Today?”, June 2008 at the Fel-
lowship of St. Alban and St. Sergius Conference held
at St. Vladimir’s Seminary (published in The Word
magazine, Antiochian Archdiocese, January 2009).
Carrying this article from the Word magazine rein-
forces the great tradition of SOLIA as a relevent and
informative Church newspaper. Known for educating
her readership on current issues and informing them
of different aspects of the life of the Church, espe-
cially on matters of church authority and jurisdic-
tional unity, this helps bridge the gap we experience
due to Orthodox pluralism in America.

The inclusion of Metropolitan Philip’s presentation
is timely. Church unity is a central topic for us in
North America on all levels of the Church and for all
Orthodox jurisdictional and administrative bodies, ours
not excluded. The presentation touches upon many
sensitive and critical aspects of unity: Canon law and
its interpretation, the original role and current work of
SCOBA, and the unresolved question of Church ad-
ministrative unity in North America. The question of
“The Church”, the Body of Christ, and her structure,
order, life, work and mission in North America and
globally is one of the most pressing questions of our
times and underlies any and all discussions of unity
(locally, regionally and worldwide). The question of
“Church” on all levels occupies the minds and hearts
of theologians, hierarchy and faithful, clergy and la-
ity, today throughout the Orthodox world.

SOLIA does a great service to her readership mak-
ing available the perspective expressed by Metropoli-
tan Philip on this question. I encourage more articles
to be offered on this general subject, as it will broaden
the knowledge base of the readership. Furthermore, I
would like to suggest that SOLIA continue to carry
information of other perspectives and points of view
on the question of “Church” and “Orthodox unity” so
as to expand the awareness and understanding of her
readers as our own Episcopate wrestles with these
questions in its own house.

V. Rev. Dimitrie Vincent

support and especially for your prayers. The journey
was only possible through the efforts of our entire
parish, and we, the twelve, are immensely gracious
for the experience. And so, let’s celebrate together!
Let’s embrace this journey, let’s extend it! As we
enter into this Great Lent, we need to keep in mind the
foundation of a Christian life: prayer, fasting, and
charity. We need to be passionate about this, and we
need to work at this together.
In Christ and with gratitude,
Roberta Wallace & Megan Tokaruk
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FINANCIAL REPORT

EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS

Maria Pincu, Santa Monica, CA ..........ccveeen.... $1,000.00
Anita Constant, Chicago, IL .........cccocvvininninnne $500.00
M/M Viorel Predescu, Granada Hills, CA .......... $500.00
Marina Ficken, McLean, VA .......c.cccoevvvviievennnn. $200.00
V Rev Fr Joseph & Psa Martha MacLellan,

Winnipeg, MB .....ccocooiiiiiieiieeeeeee e $200.00
Alexa & Mary Ungurian, Oakbank, MB ............ $200.00
V Rev Fr Laurence & Psa Anita Lazar,

Southfield, MI ......ccccoiiiviiiiieceeeeeeee $100.00
Mary Rugh, Ellwood City, PA ......c.ccccevirirnnne. $100.00
V Rev Fr Daniel & Psa Alice Nenson,

Regina, SK ..o $80.00
M/M George Cantor, Parma, OH ..........cccoevnnenn. $75.00
Eugenia Poroch, St Clair Shores, MI ..........c..c....... $75.00
Virginia Precop, St Clair Shores, MI ..................... $75.00
Dumitru Stan, Burlington, ON ..........cccoeveeiinnnee $65.00
Kathleen Podoba-Lind, Willoughby, OH .............. $50.00
M/M Vasile Vasu, N Ridgeville, OH ..................... $50.00
Florence Brott, Youngstown, OH ..........cccccccceennen. $25.00
George & Helen Ungham, Beaver Falls, PA ........ $25.00
Helen Popa, Monaca, PA ...........c.cccooevveieieiecan. $20.00

GENERAL DONATIONS
Estate of Michael Strugar ................................. $2,036.00
Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL .........ccccocooivieeiinnn. $1,000.00

(Hierarch Travel Fund)

M/M Stephen Miroy, Stafford, VA .......c.ccccceeee $365.30

(Camp Vatra)
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN ....... $200.00
(Hierarch Travel Fund)

St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH ..................... $113.42

Alfred Peterson, Southfield, MI ..............c..coeuneeee. $40.00

Sophie Votta, Warren, MI............cccoooveieiiieinnne, $50.00

Justina Badila, Farmington Hills, MI .................... $30.00

M/M Bobby Westerfield, Warren, MI ................... $30.00

M/M Viorel Nikodin, Farmington Hills, MI ......... $20.00

Erna Harrington, Shelby Twp, MI ..........ccocueneee. $10.00

Maria E Hunciag, Center Line, MI ...........cccoeuenen. $10.00

MEMORIAM

Tudor Murgoci, Kitchener, ON ...........c.ccoccoeuene.e. $100.00
(IMO Wife Emmi)

Doina Speriosu, Jamaica Estates, NY ................ $100.00
(IMO Husband, Simon Speriosu)

Eugenia Baran, Lincoln Park, MI ..........c.ccccceenenen. $50.00
(IMO Aurel & Nick Buzas)

Marie Farca, Yardley, PA .....ccccooevireiiiieiee, $50.00
(Museum Fund - IMO Katie Rosu)

Marie Farca, Yardley, PA ......c.ccoooivviiiiiee $50.00

(Museum Fund - IMO Eva Bebean George)
EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT

St Mary, Chicago, IL ......ccccecvvieirieirieiriereinens $23,280.00
Sts Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI ............... $21,660.00
St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH ................ $16,880.00
St George Cathedral, Southfield, MI ............. $14,340.00
Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA ......cccecvvveenene. $11,640.00
St Dumitru, New York, NY ........ccoooviiiiinennn. $11,340.00
Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA .......cccccoeevvevenennen. $10,560.00
St Mary, Anaheim, CA .......c.cccooveveieeeieeee. $10,140.00
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St Mary, Falls Church, VA .......c.cccccoevvnvnrnnnnn. $10,020.00

St George Cathedral, Regina, SK .................. $10,080.00
Three Holy Hierarchs, Bellevue, WA ............ $10,020.00
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL .......cccceoevirrnnnnne. $10,000.00
Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH ........ $7.,920.00
St John, Toronto, ON .......c.cccoovevvivveeeieeeeereene $6,060.00
Holy Cross, Hollywood, FL ..........cccccccvevininnnnnne $6,420.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA ... $6,300.00
St Mary, St Paul, MN ........cccoeeiiiiieieieeieee $5,580.00
St John, Phoenix, AZ ......cccocovvvvivviveeieeieeeennn. $5,160.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI ........... $5,000.00
St Nicholas, Troy, MI ........c.ccccoeveiveiieireneee. $5,000.00
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH...........ccccecueneen. $4.920.00
St Mary, Calgary, AB .....cccoceoiiiinininencncnen $4.,860.00
St George, Winnipeg, MB ........cccocovveivievnieennne. $4.,620.00
Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA ..................... $4.,500.00
St George, Toronto, ON

(balance on 2008 assessment) ............ccueen.. $4.,400.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Oregon City, OR .. $4,020.00
St Nicholas, Alliance, OH ..........cc..coocvvveeeneennnn. $4,020.00
Holy Trinity, New Westminister, BC ................ $3.,900.00
St John, Kitchener, ON .......c.cccocvvvvvviiiiieeennne. $3.,840.00
St Mary, Colleyville, TX .....ccccoovvrreiiriererininnas $3,840.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Sacramento, CA ......... $3,660.00
St Nicholas, Regina, SK .......ccccocoevivveivieiienenee. $3,600.00
St George, Toronto, ON ........cccoecvevirienerieeen. $3,580.00
St Mary, Portland, OR ..........cocooevevieveieeeennee. $3.,540.00

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN ....$3,420.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Ridgewood, NY ...$3,420.00

Sts Constantin & Elena, Lilburn, GA .............. $3,150.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY ... $3,120.00
St Anne, Jacksonville, FL ..........ccccooviiiininennn. $3,060.00
St Raphael of Brooklyn, Detroit, MI ................ $2.,880.00
Holy Ascension Mission, Montreal, QC ........... $2,721.00
Holy Cross, San Jose, CA ......ccocoevveeereeceene. $2,700.00
St Thomas, St Louis, MO ......ccoceevvveeeieene. $2,700.00
St Anne, Pomona, CA ..........coovviivieeeeeeeeeeee. $2,640.00
Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA ........ccccocvvinincncnne $2,660.00
St John, Woonsocket, R ........ccccoeevviiieveiienenen. $2.550.00

Sts Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN....... $2,133.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA ...... $2,100.00

Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI .............c......... $2,040.00
St George Cathedral, Canton, OH .................... $2.,000.00
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH ........................ $2,520.00
Holy Confessors Mission, Oakville, ON .......... $1,890.00
Three Hierarchs, Ridgewood, NY .......c..cc..c..... $1,800.00
St Nicholas Mission, Montreal, QC ................... $1,710.00
St Andrew Mission, Laval, QC.......................... $1,650.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Orlando, FL ................ $1,500.00
St Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA ........... $1,508.00
St Mary of Magdala Mission, Houston, TX .... $1,470.00
Holy Ascension Mission, Montreal, QC ........... $1,440.00
Holy Cross Mission, London, ON .................... $1,440.00
St Andrew Mission, Jamaica, NY ..........c......... $1,350.00
St Andrew, McKees Rocks, PA .......c..ccouveeennn. $1,320.00
St Elias Mission, Richmond Hill, ON ............... $1,140.00
St John Mission, Denver, CO .........ccccoeuennnee. $1,110.00
Holy Cross Mission, San Diego, CA ................... $930.00
Holy Cross Mission, Phoenix, AZ .......c.ccccveeueenee. $900.00
St Mary Mission, Las Vegas, NV ........ccccceeevennne. $900.00
St Mary Mission, Chelsea, MA .......ccccecerenennnn $840.00
St Stephen Mission, Clearwater, FL .................. $690.00
St Andrew Mission, Brooksville, FL ................... $630.00

Cont. on page 17
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DISCOVER ROMANIA TOUR
Organized by the Orthodox Brotherhood USA

AUGUST 20-30, 2009

PRICE: $1,450 USD/PERSON double room
Additional for SINGLE $250 USD

For details, contact: 1) SERGIU NICA -
Travel Agent/General Manager
METEORA TURISM, Phone: 0040722225573,
Email: meteora96@yahoo.com,
Website: http://www.meteora.ro/ (or)

2) RODICA DICOI (see info below).

Discover Romania Tour Registration

Name:

Address:

City, State, & Zip Code:

Phone:

Email:

Cost $1,450.00 per person for
Double Room

$725.00 due upon registration per person for
double room.

Cost $1,700.00 per person for

Single Room _____ _
$850.00 due upon registration per person for
single room.

Please enclose check made out to Rodica Dicoi
tour co-coordinator, and mail to:
13533 Darryl Dr., Warren, MI 48088 -
Phone: 586-264-7468 Email:rdicoi@gmail.com.

Remainder amount due by June 30, 2009 [$725
for double room or $850 for single room (per
individual)].

If the minimum of 25 persons required for the
tour is not reached, the tour will be cancelled and
all monies will be refunded.

AIR FAIR NOT INCLUDED

“* Neither the Orthodox Brotherhood USA nor
the ROEA (Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of
America) assume any liability for injuries, acci-
dents or trip cancellations.
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Camp VATRA 2009

Our dedicated Orthodox staff, consisting of
priests and counselors, will provide morning and
evening Chapel services, instruction in Orthodox
Christian teachings and life, music, arts and crafts,
sports, campfires and much more — an opportu-
nity for youth to make friends, have fun and
strengthen their Orthodox Christian faith.

Camp Vatra for Seniors

WHO: Students entering 9th-12th grades in
Fall, 2009

WHEN: Sunday, July 12 — Saturday, July 18,
2009 (1 Week)

FEE: $250 (Includes all meals, lodging, pro-
grams and activities.)

Please make checks payable to: R.O.E.A./Camp
Vatra

Camp Vatra for Juniors
WHO: Ages 11-13 yrs
WHEN: August 2-15, 2009
FEE: $350 (Includes all meals, lodging, pro-
grams and activities.)
Please make checks payable to: R.O.E.A./Camp
Vatra

Information and Applications for Campers,
Counselors and Staff are available on-line at:
www.roea.org/camps.htm

Finance Report Cont. from page 16

Holy Transfiguration Mission,

W Hartford, CT ..cccooveieieieieieieeeeeeeeee e $500.00
St Philothea Mission, Hagerstown, MD .............. $390.00
DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS
Alexa & Mary Ungurian, Oak Bank, MB ............ $50.00
A.R.O.Y. - STANITZ SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Lynn Ann Nitzu, Schaumburg, IL ........cccocovvnrnnennn. $50.00

(IMO John Stanitz)

ARCHBISHOP’S CHARITY ENDOWMENT FUND
(A.CE.
V Rev Fr Joseph & Psa Martha MacLellan,
Winnipeg, MB .....ocooiiiieieiieeeeeeeees $50.00

CHRIST IS RISEN!

HRISTOS A
INVIAT!
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SCRISOARE PASTORALA LA
Sr. Pasti 2009

+ NATHANIEL
Din milostivirea lui Dumnezeu, Arhiepiscop al Detroitului si al
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméane din America

Iubitului nostru cler, cinului monahal si dreptcredinciosilor crestini ai Episcopiei noastre de
Dumnezeu-pazite, Har, Mild si Pace de la Hristos Domnul Cel inviat, iar de la noi parinteasca
dragoste si arhieresti binecuvantari.

““Asadar, dacd ati inviat impreund cu Hristos, cdutati cele de sus, unde
se afla Hristos, sezdnd de-a dreapta lui Dumnezeu, Cugetati cele de
sus, nu cele de pe pamdnt, Cdci voi ati murit §i viata voastrd este
ascunsd cu Hristos intru Dumnezeu. lar cdnd Hristos, Care este viata
voastrd, Se va ardta, atunci §i voi, impreund cu El, vd veti ardta intru
madrire.”” ( Coloseni 3, 1-4)

Hristos a Inviat! Adevirat a Inviat!

Tubiti credinciosi,

Prin mila lui Dumnezeu, suntem binecuvAntati si participim la marea Sirbitoare a Invierii
Domnului, Dumnezeului si Mantuitorului nostru lisus Hristos. Dupd ce am trecut vremea
Marelui Post, suntem acum in mult asteptata zi a acestei Sdrbatori duhovnicesti. Astdzi ne
bucurdam in singura Sarbdtoare care ridica pamantul la cer si pogoara cerul la pimant, cand cele
pamantesti si trecdtoare sunt umbrite de vesnicele realitdti ceresti. Sf. Ap. Petru ne aminteste:
“Dar noi asteptam, potrivit fagdduintelor Lui, ceruri noi §i pamdnt nou, in care locuieste
dreptatea.”’” (11 Petru 3:13).

Sirbitorirea de astizi a Invierii Domnului nostru Iisus Hristos este, deasemenea, o sirbitorire
a viitoarei noastre invieri. Aceasta este ziua impacarii lui Dumnezeu cu omul, daruitd noua prin
lisus Hristos care este din vesnicie Dumnezeu si care S-a ndscut In timp si S-a intrupat din
Sfanta Fecioard Maria. Sf. Apostol Pavel in scrisoarea sa cidtre Efeseni scrie: ‘‘Cdci El este
pacea noastrd, El care a facut din cele doud lumi — una, adicd a surpat peretele din mijloc al
despdrtiturii, ,,,ca, intru Sine, pe cei doi sd-I zideascd intr-un singur om nou §i sd intemeieze
pacea. Si sd-1 impace cu Dumnezeu pe amdndoi, uniti intr-un singur trup, prin cruce.”’
(Efeseni 2:14-16). Dupa cum Hristos a luat firea omeneasca, tot astfel El ne-a promis participarea
la viata dumnezeiascd. Sf. Atanasie ne invata cad ‘‘Dumnezeu S-a fdacut om pentru ca omul sd
se indumnezeiascd.”’ (Despre intrupare 54:3)

Sfintii Parinti cred ca Dumnezeu-Cuvantul S-a intrupat; aceasta inseamna ca firea dumnezeiasca
si firea omeneasca sunt unite intr-o singurd Persoand, Domnul nostru lisus Hristos. Ce inseamna
aceasta? Ca omul poate sa se indumnezeiasca dupa cum ne spune Sf. Apostol si Evanghelist
Ioan 1n prima sa epistola: “‘lubitilor, acum suntem fii ai lui Dumnezeu §i ce vom fi nu s-a ardtat

J
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S

pdnd acum. Ci stim cd atunci, cdnd El se va ardta, vom fi asemenea Lui, fiindcd il vom vedea
cum este.”” (I Ioan 3:2).

cen

Sf. Simeon Noul Teolog spune: ‘‘Tnceputul vietii e pentru mine sfarsitul ei, si sfarsitul ei e
pentru mine inceput. De unde vin nu stiu, unde sunt nu cunosc §i, iardsi, unde voi ajunge n-
am stire eu ticdlosul. Md nasc din pamadnt (Fac 11, 7) trup din trup, stricdcios din stricdcios
si, muritor fiind, petrec putin timp pe pamdnt in trup si mor, iar trecdnd de aici, incep altd
viatd. Las in pamadnt trupul meu care are sd invie §i sd ducd o viatd fdrd de sfdrsit in veci.”’
(949-1022)

Catre aceasta ‘“viata fara de sfarsit”, cdtre aceastd “viatd diferita”, ne indreptam cu totii. Sf.
Ap. Pavel ne aminteste in Epistola sa catre Efeseni ca ‘*,,, atunci cdnd Hristos care este viata
noastrd se va ardta, atunci §i noi ne vom ardta cu el in mdrire.”” Trebuie sa ne atintim privirile
catre venirea a doua a Domnului Hristos cand va fi aceasta “viata fara de sfarsit” si omenirea
va fi preamdritd. Acesta e un alt motiv al sarbatoririi de astdzi: pentru cd viitoarea noastra
existentd va fi una care va reflecta slava dumnezeiasca a lui Hristos in care ne bazim viata
noastrd pamanteascd. Sa ascultam ce ne spune Sf. Ap. Pavel in Epistola sa catre Evrei: “‘Ce este
omul, cd-l pomenesti pe el, sau fiul omului, cd-l cercetezi pe el? ... cu mdrire §i cu cinste [-ai
incununat,,’’ (Evrei 2: 6-7).

Tubiti credinciosi,

In fiecare Dumnezeiasca Liturghie auzim cuvintele Sf. Ap.si Evanghelist Ioan: “‘Cdci Dumnezeu
asa a iubit lumea, incdt pe Fiul Sau Cel Unul-Ndscut L-a dat, ca oricine crede in El sd nu
piard, ci sd aibd viatd vesnicd.”’ (Ioan 3:16) Ce poate fi mai clar decat aceste cuvinte, cd exista
o promisiune a vietii vesnice? Dar conditia vietii vesnice este credinta in lisus Hristos. Astazi
suntem chemati sd marturisim lumii pe care Dumnezeu a creat-o, pe care o proniaza $i o
iubeste, ca ‘‘,,, Hristos a inviat din morti, fiind incepdturd a invierii celor adormiti.”” ( 1
Corinteni 15, 20).

Haideti sa ne bucurdm si sa ne veselim in cuvintele Domnului nostru lisus Hristos 1nsusi:
““Eu sunt invierea si Viata. Cel ce crede in Mine, chiar de va si muri, viu va fi.”’ (Ioan 11:25);
si stiind si marturisind cd Hristos ‘“‘sade de-a dreapta lui Dumnezeu”, haideti sa traim zilele
noastre pe pamant cautand ceea ce este vesnic si darul de a-L vedea pe Dumnezeu asa cum este
si astfel sa strigdm:

Hristos a Inviat! Adevirat a Inviat!

Primiti dragostea noastra parinteasca si binecuvantari arhieresti catre cei de aproape si catre

cei de departe.
(3 c/?/ W

+NATHANIEL,
Din milostivirea lui Dumnezeu, Arhiepiscop al Detroitului si al
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romédne din America
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CUVANT DE SUFLET LA Past1 2009

Sa-1 intﬁmpinﬁm pe Domnul lisus Hristos la Intrarea in
Ierusalimul din Sufletul Nostru.

Prea Cuviosi si Prea Cucernici Frati Preoti,
Tubiti Credinciosi,

La intrarea 1n Ierusalim a Domnului Hristos au fost si
oameni patimasi, $i oameni rdi, $i oameni impotrivitori, gi
oameni care si-au ardtat nemultumirile, aceia Tnsda s-au
acoperit cumva si au ramas cei bucurosi de Domnul Hristos,
intre care suntem $i noi care cinstim §i praznuim asa cum
se cuvine intrarea cu biruintd in Ierusalim a Domnului
Hristos si zicem cu Biserica: “Tnvierea cea de obste -
invierea cea de apoi, cidnd vor invia toti- mai inainte de
patima Ta incredintdnd-o, pe Lazdr din morti l-ai sculat

. Deci Lazar a inviat din morti ca sa se dovedeascdnvierea
cea de obste, invierea tuturor. ‘‘Pentru aceasta §i noi,
semnele biruintei purtdnd, - semnele biruintei sunt crengile
cu viata in ele - fie biruitorului mortii strigam: Te stim ca
biruitor al mortii pentru cd ai inviat pe Lazdr, pe fiica lui
Tair si pe fiul vaduvei din Nain — Osana celui din indltime!
Bine este cuvdntat Cel ce vine intru numele Domnului.

Tubiti Frati si Surori,

Daci e vorba numai de praznuire, cu asta ne-am implinit
datoria, dar nu e vorba numai de priaznuire, ci e vorba si
de cercetare. Adica, prima intrebare in legatura cu aceasta
ar fi: Noi cum il intdmpindm pe Domnul Hristos? Avem
noi dorinta de a aduce preamadrire? Simtim in sufletul
nostru o pornire spre preamarirea Mantuitorului nostru
Tisus Hristos?

O facem aceasta numai din ritual sau o facem pentru ca
n-am putea sd n-o facem cand stim despre cele ce le-a
facut Domnul Hristos la intrarea 1n Ierusalim?

Siincd o cercetare. Asa cum Domnul Hristos a intrat in
Terusalim, tot asa intrd si in sufletele noastre, mai ales
atunci cdnd ne Tmpdrtasim cu Trupul si Sédngele
Mantuitorului. Avem noi stari sufletesti ca cele ale acelora
care au zis: ‘‘Osana intru cei de sus! Bine este cuvdntat
Cel ce vine intru numele Domnului!’’, sau avem stari de
Tmpotrivire. E bine sd ne cercetdm pe noi Ingine, cum stam
in fa}a Domnului Hristos care vine la noi, care vine catre
noi. Il primim cu iubire cu credintd, cu fricd de Dumnezeu,
cu credinta si cu dragoste?

il primim pe Domnul Iisus Hristos cu bucuria omului
care stie cd a venit Acela care aduce cu El binecuvéintarea,
care aduce cu El bucuria, care aduce cu El curajul, care
aduce cu El iertarea pacatelor, ca daruri ale invierii, sau
suntem nemultumiti? Si dacd cumva suntem nemultumiti,
atunci 1l auzim pe Domnul Hristos spuniandu-ne si noua
cum i-a spus Ierusalimului sau celor din Ierusalim:

«lerusalime, Ierusalime, care ucizi pe prooroci si cu
pietre omori pe cei trimisi la tine, de cate ori voit-am sa
adun pe fiii tdi, cum adund gdina puii tdi sub aripi, dar nu
ati vrut. Pentru aceasta vi se lasd casa pustie, iar pe Mine
nu M4 ve-ti vedea pand ce veti zice: Bine este cuvantat Cel
ce vine intru numele Domnului>> (Mt.23,37-39)

Noi suntem , iubiti crestini, Intre cei ce zicem: “Bine
este cuvdntat Cel ce vine intru numele Domnului!’’, intre
cei ce zicem Tmpreund cu pruncii: “Osana intru cei de sus,
Osana intru cei din indltime’”. Si anume, la fiecare Sfanta
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liturghie, spunem cuvintele: Sfdnt, sfdant, sfant e Domnul
Savaot! Plin este cerul gi pamdntul de mdrirea Ta. Osana
intru cei de sus! Bine este cuvdntat Cel ce vine intru
numele Domnului!

Nu se poate Liturghie fard cuvintele acestea, ceea ce
inseamnd ca la fiecare Sfantd Liturghie noi pomenim si
intrarea in lerusalim a Domnului Hristos.

Sd ne deschidem sufletele, sa-I facem loc Mantuitorului
nostru, sd 1l primim in inima noastrd, sa-L tinem in constiinta
noastrd, In simtirea noastra si atunci va fi cu noi bucuria
pe care au avut-o cei din lerusalim, care L-au primit pe
Domnul Hristos si care s-au ldsat condusi, ajutati si
mangaiati de Cel ce a venit sa mantuiasca sufletele noastre.

DACA NU VOI VEDEA ... NU VOI CREDE

Sfantul Evanghelist Ioan ne spune si el despre invierea
Domnului Hristos. Fiecare Evanghelist spune ca intdi s-au
dus la mormant femeile cistitoare de Dumnezeu, femeile
ganditoare de Dumnezeu. Dupa aceea au mers uncenicii la
mormant. Sfantul Evanghelist loan spunea cd a mers Sfantul
Apostol Petru si ucenicul pe care-l iubea Iisus.

Dupa aceea li S-a aratat Domnul Hristos ucenicilor, in
ziua Invierii, seara, cand le-a dat puterea iertdrii pacatelor.
A suflat peste ei si a zis: “‘Luati Duh Sfdnt, cdrora le veti
ierta pdcatele, li se vor ierta; cdrora le vefi tine tinute vor
fi’’(In.20,22-23), dar nu era de fatd Sfantul Apostol Toma-
asta este precizarea Sfantului Evanghelist Ioan. In Sfinta
Evanghelie de la Luca nu se spune cd a lipsit Sfantul
apostol Toma, Tnsd Sfantul Evanghelist precizeaza. Ca
atunci cind Domnul Hristos s-a aratat uncenicilor Sai, in
seara zilei in care a Tnviat, nu era de fatd Sfantul Apostol
Toma.

De aici au urmat apoi cele ce ni le spune, cele ce le scrie
Sfantul Evanghelist Ioan in Evanghelia sa, cd intdlnind
ceilalti ucenici pe colegul lor de ucenicie pe Toma, i-au
spus: ‘‘L-am vdzut pe Domnul’’, ‘‘iar el a zis: ‘‘Dacd nu
voi vedea eu in mdinile Lui semnul cuielor si dacd nu-mi
voi pune degetul meu in semnul cuielor, si dacd nu-mi voi
pune mdna mea in coasta Lui, nu voi crede’’ (In.20, 25)

Tubiti credinciosi si frati in Hristos, este foarte Tmportant
de tinut minte, nici unii dintre cei care au vazut mormantul
gol: femeile mironosite, Sfantul apostol Petru, Sfantul
Apostol Toan, cei ce mergeau spre Emaus, care au aflat
despre mormantul gol si despre ingerii care s-au ardtat,
nici unii din cei care au auzit de invierea Domnului Hristos
nu s-au repezit asupra gandului ca : ««Da, a inviat Domnul
Hristos»>”’. Sau «Da, intr-adevdr, trebuia sd se implineascd
ceea ce a spus El inainte de pdtimirea Sa»>» Nu s-au gandit
nici unii la aceasta, toti au stat cu indoiald, toti au stat cu
intrebare, toti au stat cu nedumerire, de aceea ne si spune
Sfantul Evanghelist Marcu cd Domnul Hristos i-a mustrat
pe ucenicii Lui cd n-au crezut despre invierea Lui, cd n-au
crezut in invierea Lui, si i-a mustrat pentru Tmpietrirea
inimii lor: cd n-au crezut ceea ce au aflat depre invierea
Domnului Hristos.

Cont. la pag. 24
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SEDINTA COMUNA A CONSILIILOR CELOR
DouA EPARHII ROMANESTI DIN AMERICA

[Cleveland, OH] — Consiliul diocezan al Episcopiei
Ortodoxe Romdéne din America si Consiliul
arhidiocezan al Arhiepiscopiei Ortodoxe Roméne din
cele doud Americi au avut o sedintd comuna istorica
in data de sdmbatd 21 martie 2009 la Catedrala Sf.
Maria din Cleveland. Aceastd sedintd s-a tinut in urma
hotararilor de la Congresele din 2008 ale celor doua
eparhii din America de Nord care si-au exprimat acordul
cu privire la continuarea discutiilor dintre ele. Subiectul
principal este posibilitatea unirii celor doud eparhii.

Baza continudrii discutiilor o constituie documentul
Tntocmit de citre Comisia Mixtd de Dialog intitulat:
wPropunere pentru infiintarea Mitropoliei Ortodoxe
Romaéane din America de Nord”. Comisia Mixtd de
Dialog este un grup de lucru infiintat de cele doua
Congrese pentru a explora posibilitatea vindecarii
diviziunii dintre cele doud eparhii care dateaza de la
mijlocul secolului trecut. Dupd ce textul, considerat
viabil de cétre ierarhii celor doud eparhii, a fost prezentat
Consiliilor, Clericilor si Congreselor eparhiilor re-
spective, Comisia Mixtd de Dialog a continuat sd
prelucreze Propunerea pentru ca aceasta sd reflecte
ingrijordrile exprimate de membrii forurilor adminis-
trative din ambele parti. Propunerea expune principiile
eclesiologice care trebuie acceptate de cdtre ambele
eparhii pentru formarea unei Mitropolii pe teritoriul
Americii de Nord Tn comuniune cu Biserica Ortodoxa
Romana. Propunerea urmeaza sa fie aprobatd de cele
doud Congrese inainte de a fi prezentatd Bisericii
Ortodoxe Romane ca sa fie luatd in considerare.

La gedinfa comund {inutd sambatd, care a fost
prezidatd de catre Inalt Prea Sfintitii Arhiepiscopi
Nathaniel si Nicolae, membrii celor doud Consilii au
discutat chestiunile fundamentale care stau la baza

Photo by Gregory Sotak.
Propunerii. Printre problemele discutate mentionam:
natura autonomiei prevdzutd in Propunere; felul in
care aceastd unitate promoveazd eventuala unitate
administrativd a tuturor crestinilor ortodocsi sub o
singurd autoritate bisericeascad In America de Nord;
relatia viitoarei Mitropolii autonome cu Biserica
Ortodoxd Romand; necesitatea cercetdrii reciproce a
realitatilor specifice ambelor parti, dar mai ales
modalitatea prin care se poate ajunge la vindecarea
spirituald a divizarii actuale a Romaniilor Ortodocsi
din America de Nord. Tonul dialogului deschis al
Intrunirii a fost cordial si informativ, iar participantii
au considerat ca acest gen de Intdlnire a constituit un
prim pas necesar si o experientd pozitiva.

Pe langi Inalt Prea Sfintitii Arhiepiscopi Nathaniel
si Nicolae au fost, de asemenea, prezenti Prea Sfintitul
Episcop Vicar Irineu de la Episcopia Ortodoxd Romana
din America, membrii celor doud Consilii precum si
membrii Comisiei Mixte de Dialog.

_SCRISOARE DE MULTUMIRE DIN PARTEA
INALT PREA SFINTITULUI MITROPOLIT AL
MoLDOVEI s1 BUCOVINEI, TEOFAN

Inaltpreasfintitului Pirinte NATHANIEL
Arhiepiscop de Detroit si al Episcopiei Ortodoxe
Romaéne din America

Inaltpreasfintia Voastri,

Cu recunostintd, va adresam multumiri pentru
donatia in valoare de 5,500 USD pe care ati facut-o
pentru ajutorarea familiilor sinistrate din nordul
Moldovei, in urma inundatiilor din luna iulie 2008.

Banii primiti din partea eparhiei Tnalpreasfintiei
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Voastre, alaturi de cei primiti de la alti donatori sunt
utilizati pentru acoperirea cheltuielilor efectuate pentru
constructia a 10 case pentru tot atatea familii sinistrate
din localitatea Radauti-Prut, jud. Botosani. Aceste case
sunt locuite de beneficiarii loc incd din luna decembrie
2008.

Totodata, va transmitem urari de bine, spor in pace
si binecuvantare in toata lucrarea, intru slava lui
Dumnezeu.

+Teofan, Mitropolitul Moldovei si Bucovinei
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ProiEcTuL MEXICO

In sectiunea de limbi englezi veti gisi un articol intitulat
“The Twelve Apostles” (Cei 12 Apostoli) care povesteste
experienta a unui grup de credinciosi ai Catedralei Sf.
Gheorghe din Regina, Saskatchewan care impreuna cu
Preotul Paroh, Pirintele Cosmin Sicoe au participat pentru
o sdptamana de lucru 1n cadrul Programului numit “Project
Mexico”. Acest articol mi-a amintit faptul cd de patru ani
aman scrierea un articol despre acest program ‘‘Project
Mexico” si experienta trditd acolo.

Am aflat despre “Project Mexico” si Orfelinatul Sf.
Inochentie prin lucrarea lui Dumnezeu, acum noud ani pe
vremea cand lucram ca secretar al Cancelariei Episcopiei
Ortodoxe Romane din America la Vatra Roméneasca. Una
din responsabilititile mele era sd triez corespondenta. La
Cancelaria Episcopiei se primesc Intr-o zi obisnuitd zeci
de scrisori. Printre aceste scrisori intr-o zi am dat de
brosura intitulatd “Project Mexico and St. Innocent Or-
phanage Newsletter”. Am scos frumos brosura din plic si
am pus-o Tmpreund cu cealaltd corespondentd pe masa
Arhiepiscopului Nathaniel, iar plicul I-am aruncat la cosul
de hartii. A doua zi, Arhiepiscopul a batut la usa oficiului
in care ma gaseam: ‘“‘Parinte Anton, Tmpreund cu brosura
asta era si un plic pentru donatii. Unde este?”” m-a intrebat
Vlidicul. “In cosul de aruncat hartii”, am rispuns jenat de
situatie. Iar Arhiepiscopul s-a indreptat spre cosul de aruncat
hartii, a cdutat cat a cdutat si a descoperit plicul cu pricina.
Am ramas surprins de faptul cd din zecile de solicitari
pentru donatii de la diferite organizatii crestine si umanitare,
Vladicul Nathaniel era att de interesat de Project Mexico,
Tncdt a cdutat prin gunoi ca sa gaseascd plicul pentru a
face o donatie.

Acest lucru m-a facut curios. Asa am inceput sd ma
interesez ce este Project Mexico. Astfel am aflat ca acest
proiect este o initiativd a lui Gregory Yova, fiul vrednicului
de pomenire Paul Yova, diacon si unul dintre liderii
Episcopiei noastre. In 1988, Gre gory a inceput construirea
de case pentru oamenii saraci din Mexico, din zona orasului
Tijuana. In 1990, Greg a inceput si lucreze cu autorititile
mexicane in vederea stabilirii unui orfelinat pentru baieti
si aceasta initiativd s-a transformat in Orfelinatul Sf.
Inochentie, care s-a deschis in 1996. Din acel moment
Orfelinatul a devenit sediul Project Mexico, locul unde
grupurile de voluntari mandncd, dorm, se roagd si
convietuiesc cu bdietii din orfelinat.

Am aflat mai apoi cd Parintele Josef Morris, organiza
grupuri de voluntari din Parohia Sf. impirati Constantin si
Elena din Indianapolis, participand la acest program.

In toamna lui 2004, dupi Conferinta clerului s-a oferit
o excursie de o zi, de informare pentru clericii care doreau
si viziteze Orfelinatul. Au participat atunci alituri de Inalt
Prea Sfintitul Nathaniel, Prea Cucernicii Parinti Laurence
Lazar, Cornel Avramescu, Ian Pac-Urar, Eugen Rosu,
subsemnatul si Preoteasa Gabriela Rosu. Am vizitat atunci
Orfelinatul, ne-am rugat in Paraclisul Orfelinatului alaturi
de baietii orfani pentru sindtatea lui Gregory Yova. Aveam
sd aflu cu acest prilej de influenta pe care a avut-o pdrintele
Laurence Lazar ca preot paroh asupra lui Gregory Yova pe
vremea ciand Greg era adolescent (teenager). Apoi cu totii
am vizitat o casd aflatd in constructie si am discutat cu un
grup de crestini ortodocsi americani care lucrau la
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constructie. Am fost atat de impresionat de cele vazute,
incat am decis sa ma intorc in cadrul unui grup organizat.

Cateva luni mai tarziu, In luna aprilie, in timpul Postului
Mare, am fost binecuvantat de Dumnezeu sd fac parte
dintr-un grup alcituit din Inalt Prea Sfintitul Arhiepiscop
Nathaniel, Parintele Ian Pac-Urar impreund cu Preoteasa
Mary-Lynn, Alexandra si Michael Pac-Urar, Michelle si
Jennifer Yates de la Parohia “Intimpinarea Domnului”
din Fairlawn, OH, Victor Frunzd, Amanda Moore si Marian
Rosu de la Parohia “Buna Vestire” din Grand Rapids, MI.

Ca si grupul Périntelui Sicoe si noi am fost impresionati
de devotamentul si dedicatia coordonatorilor Proiectului
Mexico, Mike and Katherine Applegate. In cadrul primei
intalniri, ei ne-au spus ca majoritatea celor care participa
in acest program pleacd schimbati, cu o noud viziune
asupra lumii, dupa o saptamana de lucru in cadrul acestui
program.

Multi se vor intreba: - Ce mare scofald sd construiesti o
casa in Mexic? Din fotografiile aldturate se poate observa
ce sardacie crunta este dincolo de granita cu Statele Unite;
dincolo de San Diego se afld Tijuana, unde sute de mii de
oameni trdiesc in addposturi improvizate din usi de garaj
vechi, cartoane si gunoaie. Neavand un acoperis stabil,
improvizatia care 1i tine locul zboard la primul vant mai
puternic, iar ploaia transforma strazile din pamant in
adevdrate albii de rauri si frigul din timpul iernii ucide zeci
de copii. Casele construite in cadrul programului Project
Mexico, ar trece drept magazii iIn America, avand dimensiuni
modeste: 10 feets (3m) latime pe 20 de feets (6m) lungime,
2 geamuri i o usd, o podea din ciment, un acoperis de
lemn intr-o singurd pantd, cu rol de carton afaltat, fara
electricitate si fara canalizare sau apa. Si totusi, aceste
case reprezintd adevdrate palate pentru cei care nu au
nimic. Familiile care primesc aceste case sunt selectate in
urma unui program coordonat de preotii si liderii locali.

Voluntarii la program participd material cu o suma de
bani pentru cumpdrarea materialelor si fizic prin munca
lor. Ei dorm in case ca acelea pe care le construiesc, fara
electricitate, fara apd curentd, fard canalizare. Conditii
igienice sunt oferite de un grup sanitar comun situat in
apropierea caselor pentru participantii la Project Mexico
pe terenul Orfelinatului Sf. Inochentie. Programul unei
sdptamani constd 1n rugdciunea de dimineatd, apoi 12-20
minute de reflexie, micul dejun si apoi lucru fie la orfelinat,
fie la construirea unei case, cu pauza de pranz, apoi slujba
de seard, cina, jocuri cu bdietii de la orfelinat si discutii in
comun. Construirea unei case are mai multe etape: turnarea
cimentului, ridicarea peretilor din lemn, a acoperisului, a
exteriorul din carton asfaltat pe care mai apoi se fixeazd o
plasa de sirma pe care se pune stucco (un fel de mortar).
Doua ferestre si o usd Intregesc aceasta casd. Partea finald
este si cea mai emotionanta: sfintirea casei. Cu acest prilej,
familiei respective i se Inméneazd cheia de la casd, o
Biblie si o icoana.

Programul grupului nostru a constat din lucru la orfelinat
(varuirea bucitariei si a salii de mese pe dinafara, inlocuirea
jgheaburilor, nivelarea terenului, repararea gardului si a
usilor) si din aplicarea de stucco la o casd construitd deja.
De asemenea, am avut ocazia sa ne socializam cu baietii
de la Orfelinat si cu familia Rivera la casa cdrora am
lucrat. Am vizitat camerele in care trdiesc si sdlile Tn care
studiaza si daca aveti cumva in minte imaginea orfelinatelor

Cont. la pag. 24
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EDUCAREA CRESTINA A FAMILIEI

Cuviosul Iosif Melodul, Facatorul de Canoane - 4 Aprilie

Cuviosul Josif s-a nascut in Sicilia din parinti crestini,
primind 1n copildrie o temeinicd educatie religioasd. Din
cauza navalirii barbarilor, familia sa a trebuit sa fuga in
Peloponis. Dupa un timp losif a intrat intr-o manastire din
Tesalonic, unde, cialugdrindu-se a dus o viata exemplara,
in post si rugdciune, cu ascultare si studiu intens. Pentru
calitdtile lui deosebite a fost hirotonit preot. Cuviosul
Grigorie Decapolitul, vizitand odatd manastirea a fost atat
de impresionat de Cuviosul Iosif incit a cerut permisiunea
sd-1 ia cu dansul in Bizant pentru a-1 ajuta in combaterea
ereziilor. Ajunsi in Bizant, Grigorie Decapolitul si Cuviosul
Tosif, umblau printre credinciosi, intdrindu-i in credinta
lor si dandu-le curaj sa se opuna prigonitorilor de icoane.
In acea vreme impiratul Leon Armeanul diduse ordin si
se scoatd icoanele din biserici si s fie distruse, iar apdratorii
icoanelor sa fie chinuiti. Si pentru ca multi credinciosi
fugeau sa scape de persecutie erau platiti talhari ca sa-i
prindd pe fugari pe drum si sd-i aducd Tnapoi la judecata
nedreapta si chin. Cuviosul Iosif a fost trimis la Papa Leon
al III-lea, sa-i spund despre prigoane si sd-i ceara ajutor,
dar pe drum corabia a fost atacata de talhari si cdldtorii au
fost dusi In Creta si aruncati in inchisoarea unde erau
chinuiti dreptcredinciosii crestini. In inchisoare, prin
cuvintele sale, Cuviosul Iosif 1i intdrea pe cei inchisi
ajutdndu-i sd-si poarte mai usor chinurile si martirajul.
Dupa 6 ani, in noaptea de Craciun, dupa ce se rugase, i-a
aparut Sfantul Nicolae si l-a anuntat cd Tmpdratul Leon
Armeanul a murit, iar Iosif va trebui sa meargd in
Constantinopol pentu ca, cu darul Sfantului Duh, si-i
ajute pe dreptcredinciosi. Sfantul i-a dat lui Iosif o bucata
de hartie sii-a spus sd o manance. Pe hartie scria: “Grabeste
, indurate, si Te sdrguieste ca un milostiv spre ajutorul
nostru, cd poti dacad voiesti”’ (Vietile Sfintilor pe Aprilie).
Mancand el hartia, si dupa poruncd, cantand cuvintele, i s-
au dezlegat lanturile, usa puscariei s-a deschis singura, si
s-a simtit purtat prin aer pana la intrarea in Constantinopol.
Dupa un timp a zidit Tn afara Constantinopolului o biserica
cu hramul “Sfantul Nicolae” apoi a intemeiat tot acolo si
0 mandstire.

Obtinand niste moaste ale Sfantului Apostol Vartolomeu,
Cuviosul Tosif a vrut sa facd niste cintece bisericesti
acestui sfant, dar nestiind daca se cuvine sd facd aceasta
s-a rugat la Dumnezeu sa-1 lumineze dacd sd scrie sau nu
si sd-i dea Intelepciune sa compuna bine. lar dupa 40 de
zile de post sirugdciune, i-a apdrut in altar Sfantul Apostol
Vartolomeu si punandu-i Evanghelia pe piept i-a spus:
“Sa te binecuvinteze dreapta Atotputernicului Dumnezeu
si sd izvorascd de pe limba ta ceresti ape ale intelepciunii,
faca-se inima ta scaun al Sfintului Duh, iar cantarile tale
sa indulceasca toata lumea!” (Vietile Sfintilor pe Aprilie).
De atunci Cuviosul losif a compus multime de minunate
cantece religioase. Cuviosul Iosif a mai avut de suferit pe
vremea imparatului Teofil, prigonitorul de icoane, care 1-
a trimis 1n exil . Dupd moartea lui Teofil, Cuviosul losif
a fost adus Tnapoi de impariateasa Teodora, dar dupd un
timp a fost din nou trimis in exil de Varda, fratele
Tmpdratesei, a cdrui imoralitate o critica. Dupd moartea lui
Varda, venind imparat Vasile Macedon, Iosif s-a intors in
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Constantinopol, unde, dupa un timp s-a imbolnavit si a
murit. Un om drept, a vazut cerul deschizandu-se si Sfanta
Fecioard Maria cu cetele sfintilor si ingerii venind sa
ntdmpine sufletul Cuviosului Iosif. Si multe minuni s-au
facut cu ajutorul Cuviosului losif.

_ Cuviosul Tosif se sarbdtoreste pe 4 Aprilie in fiecare an.

Intrebari pentru parinti:

- Cuviosul Iosif a suferit mult luptdnd pentru apdrarea
icoanelor. Care este atitudinea familiei noastre fata de
icoane? Au copiii in camera lor o icoana 1n fata careia
sd-si spuna rugaciunile? Nu cumva in locul icoanei, in
camera copilului se afla fotografii care zbuciuma mintea
si murdaresc sufletul copilului cu imagini care i starnesc
tot felul de ganduri necurate? Au copiii tot timpul cu ei
o iconitd sau o cruce? Imi spunea o femeie care avea
copiii deja mari: “Le-am cerut copiilor portofelul sa ma
uit in el. Aveau nauntru tot felul de legitimatii si atunci
le-am pus si cdte o iconitd cu Maica Domnului. Ei au
zambit mirati dar cu intelegere, iar eu m-am simtit mai
linistitd sa-i las sa plece prin orasele indepartate pe
unde 1i purta scoala sau serviciul. Dupd un timp unele
legitimatii s-au schimbat, au mai aparut altele, dar iconita
a ramas tot timpul acolo.”

- Pe hartia data Cuviosului losif de cdtre Sf. Nicolae
scria: “Grabeste, indurate, si Te sarguieste ca un Milostiv
spre ajutorul nostru, ca poti daca voiesti”’. Ne-am gandit
noi bine la intelesul acestor cuvinte? 1i cerem noi ajutorul
lui Dumnezeu cdnd suntem la necaz sau ne bazam
numai pe puterile noastre si nereusind nimic, disperam
sau ne ducem la ghicitori si vradjitori? Credem noi cu
toata taria cd Dumnezeu are puterea sa ne ajute? in
acelasi timp intelegem ca Dumnezeu stie mai bine ce e
bun pentru noi si cd uneori trecem prin Incercari spre
binele nostru si ca Dumnezeu nu ne da mai mult decat
putem duce si dacd ne da o Incercare ne da si puterea
de a trece prin ea?

- Cand i s-a dat Cuviosului Iosif darul si intelepciunea de
a face cantari, inima lui trebuia sa devina ‘“‘scaun al
Duhului Sfant” adica tot ce scria si compunea trebuia
sa fie inspirat de Sfantul Duh. De asemenea, cantarile
sale trebuiau ““sd Tndulceasca toatd lumea”. Oare ce fel
de muzicd ascultd copiii nostri: muzicd inspiratd de
Duhul Sfant care aduce pace, liniste si “Indulceste toata
lumea”, sau muzica violenta, care aduce tristete in suflet,
singuratate, deznidejde, urd, revolta, atitarea instinctelor
animalice? Oare ce fel de muzica ascultam noi, parintii?
Oare ce fel de filme intrd in casa noastra? Oare ce fel
de carti si ce fel de reviste se citesc in casa noastra?
Oare ce fel de discutii se poartd in casa noastra? Englezii
au o vorba: ‘“garbage in, garbage out” (gunoi intra,
gunoi iese). Adicd, dacd noi punem gunoi in mintea
copilului nostru, tot gunoi o sa iasa din mintea lui.
Deci, ne-am straduit noi sa-i indreptam pe copiii nostri
spre muzica si artd de calitate superioara care 1i inclina
spre lucruri bune?

- Daca fiii sau fiicele noastre au talent la muzica, pictura,
poezie etc. am Incercat sd-i Indrumam sa-si puna talentul

Cont. la pag. 24
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Educarea ... con. de 1a pag. 23

in slujba lui Dumnezeu, lucrdrile lor de artd aducand
iubire si Intelegere Intre oameni sau i-am incurajat s
aleagd o cale mai rapida a succesului, renuntind la
orice morald, aducand urd intre oameni si incurajand
viciile? Noi, dacd avem un talent ne dam seama de
marea raspundere pe care o avem 1n fata lui Dumnezeu
de modul cum ne folosim talentul? Daca avem copii
talentati, i-am ajutat sd inteleagd importanta influentei
operelor lor de artd asupra semenilor lor si
responsabilititile ce rezultd din aceasta?
Fie ca Dumnezeu sd ne dea tdria de a ne face datoria asa
cum se cuvine.
Maica Preoteasa

Si in piept cu fringere
Da-mi a Maicii plangere
Da-mi Stdpane sa-ti sarut
Urma pasilor in lut.

Si mai dda-mi cu sarg s-alerg
Talpile sd ti le sterg

Cu iubirea mea duioasa

Ca femeia pacatoasa.

Sarbatori fericite si binecuvantate tuturor.
HRISTOS A INVIAT.
Cu pdrintesti binecuvantari .
+ IRINEU Episcop Vicar.

Cuvant ... cont. de ia pag. 20

La fel, pe cei doi care mergeau spre Emaus, cei doi
calatori, au fost mustrati de Domnul Hristos care le-a zis:
“O, nepriceputilor, si cu inima zdbavnici a crede-n toate
cate-au spus profetii”’(Lc.24,25).

Deci, iubiti credinciosi, e foarte important lucrul acesta,
cd noi zicem despre Sfantul Apostol Toma ca a fost
necredincios. E chiar vorba aceasta: <«Toma
necredinciosul>>,dar toti au fost necredinciosi intr-un fel,
sau pand la un moment dat toti au fost necredinciosi, pana
s-au Tntdlnit cu Domnul Hristos, pAnd Domnul Hristos a
randuit sa fie incredintati de invierea Lui, toti au fost
necredinciosi. Deci, nu numai Toma e necredinciosul, se
poate zice ca si Petru e necredinciosul si ceilalti
ucenici.Oricare dintre ei au fost intr-un fel necredinciosi
1n invierea Domnului Hristos. De ce? Pentru ca stiti cum
se spune despre invierea Domnului Hristos ca este? ““Cea
mai presus de lume inviere a lui Dumnezeu’’. Cum sa
poti intelege cu masuri pamantesti, cu masuri omenesti,
lucrurile mai presus de lume, lucrurile cele ceresti? Nu se
poate decat prin puterea lui Dumnezeu.

Sd ne ajute Dumnezeu prin puterea Sa sd intelegem
tainele credintei si ale invierii. Acum la ceas de mare
Praznic va doresc tuturor bucurie si lumind in suflete.
Domnul Hristos cel inviat sda aduca tuturor iertarea, bunatatea
si speranta de care toti avem nevoie. Sfintele Pasti sd fie
pentru fiecare dintre noi un indemn spre impacare si unitate
in Duhul credintei noastre straimosesti.

Inchei cu poezia “RUGACIUNE” de Monahia Teodosia
Zorita Latcu.

RUGACIUNE
Doamne, inca sa nu-mi dai
Frumusetile din rai
Si incd nu-mi darui al slavei bucurii
Nu ma-ndemn 1nca sa-ti cer
Fericirile din cer
Pana cand prin lume-ti duci
Tu povara Sfintei Cruci
Pana cind Insangerat
Si lovit si inspinat
Treci pe calea cu dureri
Fericire cum sa-ti cer?
Déa-mi Stapane Crucea Ta
Si ma-nvata a o purta
Si in inimd cu jale
D&a-mi durerea Maicii Tale
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Proiectul Mexico con:. de ia pag. 22

din Romania, va asigur cd standardele pe care le au asigurate
acesti copii nu sunt cu nimic mai prejos decat cele din
Statele Unite.

Sigur, vad intrebati ce a putut sd facd un episcop in
cadrul Proiectului Mexico? Desi era racit bocna,
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a lucrat cot la cot cu toti ceilalti,
a dormit invelit in sac de dormit in baracd ca si noi
(singurul “avantaj” a fost cd a dormit singur Intr-o baraca
si nu a trebuit sa suporte ca mine sforditul Parintelui Pac-
Urar) si a mincat tortilla cu fasole ca toti ceilalti. Intr-un
singur loc iti dddeai seama ca este episcop: in paraclisul
orfelinatului. De-a lungul timpului am vazut nenumarati
ierarhi slujind, predicdnd sau discutdnd. Pdnd la
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel n-am vdzut niciunul lucrand
manual. (Aveam sd-1 vad mai apoi si pe Prea Sfintitul
Irineu gatind pentru copiii de la tabdra de vard de la Vatra
Tn memoria mamei §i a bunicii sale.) Marturisesc cd am
fost impresionat.

Impresionati am fost insa cu totii de ceea ce ne-a oferit
Project Mexico si Orfelinatul Sf. Inochentie. Noi am crezut
cd venim sa daruim ceva si in schimb am constatat cat de
mult ni s-a oferit noud. Ceea ce a realizat Gregory Yova
cu Project Mexico si Orfelinatul Sf. Inochentie raimane un
exemplu si un model de urmat de cdtre toti crestinii.

Pr. Anton Frunza
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