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EPISCOPATE RECEIVES
THANKS FOR THE AROY

ROMANIAN FLOOD

ASSISTANCE APPEAL
Metropolitanate of Moldova and Bucovina
Iasi, Romania

March 30, 2009
Nr. 1137

His Eminence NATHANIEL
Archbishop of Detroit and the Romanian Orthodox
Episcopate of America

Your Eminence,

With gratitude, we send thanks for the donation of
$5,500 which you made to help the hard hit families
in northern Moldova as a result of the floods in the
month of July 2008.

The money received from Your Eminence’s Dio-
cese, together with that received from other donors, is
being used to pay for the cost of construction of 10
homes for  families in the locality of Ra¨da¨uòi – Prut,
Botosçani County.  The houses have been occupied by
the beneficiaries since the month of December 2008.

We send you all good wishes, peace, and blessings
in all your work, for the glory of God.

+TEOFAN
Metropolitan of Moldova and Bucovina
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RESURRECTION PASTORAL LETTER
2009

+ NATHANIEL
By the Mercy of God, Archbishop of Detroit and the Romanian Episcopate

To our beloved clergy, monastics and pious faithful of our God-protected Episcopate,
Grace, Mercy and Peace from God and from us our fatherly love and hierarchal blessing.

“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set
your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ
who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in
glory.”

Colossians 3:3-4.

Christ is risen! Truly, he is risen!

Dearly Beloved:

By the mercy of God, we are blessed to celebrate and participate in the Great Feast
of the Resurrection of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ. Having passed through
the Great Paschal Fast, we are now in the long-awaited day of Spiritual Feasting. Today
we are immersed in the unique celebration which draws earth up to heaven and heaven
down to earth, when earthly and temporal matters are overshadowed by heavenly and
eternal realities. Saint Peter reminds us: “… we, according to his (Christ’s) promise,
look for a new heaven and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13).

Today’s celebration of the resurrection of Christ is also a celebration of our own future
resurrection. This is the day of reconciliation between God and man brought about
through Jesus Christ who is from eternity God and born in time and taking flesh of the
Virgin Mary. Saint Paul in his letter to the Ephesians says: “ For he himself (Christ) is
our peace, …who has broken down the middle wall of separation…so as to create in
himself one new man from the two, thus making peace and that he might reconcile them
both to God in one body through the cross” [Ephesians 2:14]. As Christ has taken on
our human nature, so too has he promised us a participation in the divine life. Saint
Athanasius teaches that “God became man so that man might become like God” (On the
Incarnation 54:3).

Our Holy Fathers believed that the Word of God became flesh; this means that the
nature of God and the nature of man are united in one Person, our Lord Jesus Christ.
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What does this imply? That man can be divinized as Saint John says in his first letter:
“Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall
be, but we know that when he is revealed, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as
he is” (1 John 3:1-3).

Saint Simeon the New Theologian says: “The beginning of life is its end and its end
is for me the beginning. I know not from where I came nor do I know where I am and
furthermore I know not where I, sinner that I am, will end up. I am born of the dust of
the earth, flesh of flesh, corruption of corruption and being mortal, I exist in the body
for a short time on this earth and then passing away I begin a different life. Into this
earth I shed my body which will rise, and I will live a life without end.” (949-1022)

It is toward this “life without end,” toward this “different life,” that we all are moving.
Saint Paul reminds us through his Letter to the Ephesians that “…when Christ who is
our life appears, then we will appear with him in glory.” It is on the second coming of
Christ when there will be this “life without end’ and mankind will be glorified that we
must fix our eyes. This is another reason why we celebrate today: because our future
existence will be one reflecting the divine glory of Christ in whom we base our earthly
life. Hear what Paul states in Hebrews: “What is man that you are mindful of him…you
have crowned him with glory and honor” (2:7).

Dearly beloved Christians, in each Divine Liturgy, we hear the words of the Apostle
John: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). What could be
clearer than these words, that there is a promise of everlasting life? But the condition
for this everlasting life is faith in Jesus Christ. Today we are called to witness to the
world which God created, sustains and loves, that “…Christ is risen from the dead, and
has become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (I Cor. 15:20); and further
on, “As we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of
the heavenly man, (Jesus Christ)” (1 Cor.15:49).

Let us therefore rejoice and be exceedingly glad in the words of the Lord Jesus
himself: “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me, though he may die,
he shall live” (John 11:25); and knowing and confessing that Christ “is sitting at the
right hand of God,” let us live the days of our time on earth seeking that which is eternal
and the gift of seeing God as he is, and thus cry out:

Christ is risen! Truly he is risen!

Accept our fatherly love and archpastoral blessings on those near and those far away.

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop
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beauty and glory all go hand in hand. We cannot have
one properly without the other. We need asceticism to
see the beauty and glory of the world in its proper,
divine light, and not an egotistical, self-serving and
therefore closed, distorted or shadowed light. At the
same time, we need beauty and glory to see the proper
goal of fasting and asceticism.

The common goal of fasting and asceticism, and of
the beauty and glory in the world and in Orthodox
churches, is simple: to heal us – to give us bodily and
spiritual health – to make us like Christ, conformed to
Him and prepared to participate in His glory, a glory
of the Resurrection, which follows the Cross. Ortho-
doxy is an all-encompassing faith of healing, that
integrates all aspects of our human life and existence
– body/soul, mind/heart, solitude/community – brings
them to Christ and fills them with the power of the
Holy Spirit. It sees man as he really is: glorious,
because in the image of God; pathetic, because fallen,
subject to sin and death. Our goal is to trade the latter
for the former. But the aspects of human life are all
interwoven. The soul cannot change without the body,
the mind without the heart, etc., and vice-versa. Hence,
we have fasting: fasting is a means of spiritual growth
and bodily healing.

Because it has our healing and our glory as its goal,
the Church’s fasting periods are also periods of joy –
when we can free ourselves of so many things that
dominate us. For this reason the Church calls Lent the
period of “bright sadness” or “joy-making mourning.”
It is a joy of renewal. Our hymns repeat this theme: “.
. .with great gladness let us accept the proclamation of

to be met by God immediately afterwards. Fasting
unlocks the spiritual powers of the soul and makes it
receptive to an encounter with the Living God.

Eating is our most human way of connecting with
the world. We have no choice but to breathe air or
drink water. Eating, however, is a choice and there-
fore involves the soul in decision making; in other
words, eating includes a mind-over-body element.
Hence, when we conquer our will to eat (not eating
what we want to eat) out of love for the will of the
Church (which is from the Holy Spirit), we de facto
participate in an act of communion with the will of
God and gather strength of soul. Through this we
grow spiritually. This was the purpose of God com-
manding Adam and Eve to not eat of the tree – in other
words, to keep a fast. Had they kept it, they would
have learned good and evil from doing good and thereby
grown spiritually to a stature God had intended them
to reach through their own free will.

Although primary, fasting involves more than ab-
stinence from food. Eve listened to the serpent, looked
at the tree, reasoned about it, touched it, ate from it.
She used all her senses and faculties. For this reason,
Great Lent is also a time of withdrawal – a time to turn
off the radio, television, internet, etc., in order to free
the mind from distraction and let the soul rest, focus-
ing on God. “O my soul, be watchful, close all the
doors through which the passions enter, and look up
towards the Lord,” the Church sings.

To be clear, fasting itself does not give a vision of
God; but a vision of God cannot come without fasting.

FASTING AND SPIRITUAL RENEWAL
by

Rev. Hieromonk Calinic (Berger)

palms, etc., in its worship. We be-
lieve that God is truly among us,
that He is present in our churches
and not exiled to heaven. Our wor-
ship therefore mirrors the glory of
the heavenly worship. This fact is
not in any way a contradiction of the
fact that we are an ascetic Church, a
Church that values fasting. In fact,
it’s because of it.

In Orthodoxy, asceticism and

The Orthodox Church is the only church in the
world that maintains the ancient Christian tradition of
a forty day vegan fast before the feast of the Resurrec-
tion of Christ. Is this really necessary? Does God
actually care if we eat meat or not? How does this
relate to the heart or authenticity of our personhood?
For that matter, why do we fast at all?

Our Orthodox Faith is a faith that values beauty –
in its icons, architecture, vestments and its use of all
the elements of the world such as flowers, branches,

The examples of fasting in the
Bible are too numerous to list here.
Suffice it to say that after every se-
rious fast, God appears in glory.
Moses, Elijah, King David, Job,
Daniel, the people (and animals) of
Ninevah, Anna the prophetess, John
the Baptist, the Holy Apostles (most
especially Paul), Cornelius, and of
course, our Lord Jesus Christ Him-
self, all fasted in a serious manner,

the Fast.” The idea is wholly Biblical: “The fast of the
fourth month … shall be joy and gladness and cheer-
ful feasts for the house of Judah. Therefore, love truth
and peace” (Zach 8:19). Our Lord Himself commanded
us not to be of “sad countenance” while fasting, but to
wash our faces and anoint our heads (Mt 6:16). The
period of Fasting is not a period of morose and gloom
but of hope that things can be better, be healed, and
therefore a period of light, energy and inner renewal.
All Christians who keep the fast experience this power.

Cont. on page 14
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March 1, 2009 marked a very significant event in our
lives at Saint Dimitrie the New Romanian Orthodox
Mission in Boulder, Colorado. We are glad to share
with you our experience and happiness that we had in
our midst His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, who
blessed our new land designated for the social hall
and church.

On this occasion, His Eminence, together with the
parish priest Fr. Ioan Bogdan, Archimandrite Fr.
Ambrose Omayas and Deacon Vasile Simonca, cel-
ebrated the Divine Liturgy at “Wesley Foundation
Church” in Boulder. Mother Cassiana from “Protec-
tion of the Holy Virgin Monastery” of Lake George,

VISIT OF ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL TO
ST DIMITRIE MISSION, BOULDER, COLORADO

Parishioners with Archbishop Nathaniel and Fr. Ioan Bogdan

CO was present too. The Lit-
urgy was followed by the
Ground-breaking Service at
the site of our land in
Frederick. A lot of clergy
and faithful of Orthodox
Churches from the area came
to pray and celebrate with
us. Many pictures from this
event and the drawings of
what we plan to build can
be seen online at www.
sfdimitrie.org. The celebra-
tion ended with a festive
meal, well prepared by the
ladies of our mission.

The road to this point
started back on March 7,
2006, when a group of a few
faithful wrote a letter to His
Eminence Archbishop
Nathaniel, asking for his
blessing and support to es-
tablish a new church for the

Romanian Orthodox community from Northern Colo-
rado. On April 17, 2006, the Episcopate delegated
Very Rev. Fr. Dumitru Paun to preside over the meet-
ing that brought into being the new mission with the
name “Saint Dimitrie the New.” On May 26, 2007, the
Episcopate Council officially approved the founda-
tion of our new mission. On October 1, 2007, Fr. Ioan
Bogdan, was assigned to be the parish priest of the
Mission. On the next day, our mission was registered
with the state of Colorado as a nonprofit organization.
Shortly after that, we were able to rent the chapel of
Wesley Foundation Methodist Church, located on 1290
Folsom Dr., in Boulder, CO, where we started and
continued to celebrate our weekly services on Sunday
mornings with Matins at 9:30 and the Divine Liturgy
at 10:00. During Lent, we have Vespers on Saturday
evening at 6:30 followed by Bible Study and Confes-
sions.

We are still a small congregation of 20 families.
Nevertheless, our plans are very ambitious, and we
pray to God that more people will join us. Any finan-
cial support is important and very much appreciated.
We thank everybody who has been active and sup-
portive of this mission right from the beginning of this
journey, and to all of those who have joined us along
the way with the same enthusiasm, making this ground-
breaking possible. May God bless you!

Fr. Ioan Bogdan and the Parish Council



SOLIA MAR/APR 2009 7PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA

her family in Christ, even though we have only known
her for the last fifteen years or so. Mary was the
youngest of six children born and raised in Romania.
She and her husband John were married in Bucharest
at St. George Cathedral and in 1936 emigrated to the
U.S. It was a time in which Europe stood at the brink
of war and life abroad was uncertain. In the United
States, the Great Depression had begun only a few
years earlier, and life here was difficult as well. They
arrived at Ellis Island in New York City, and from
there they settled in Indianapolis where her older sis-
ter and family had emigrated earlier.

In the early years, John took up employment in a
meat packing house, and she went to work for a de-
partment store. Within a few years, they had saved up
enough money to open their own business – not a
small feat in those uncertain times. This was the first
of several businesses which John and Mary purchased
and operated. He would open their establishments in
the morning, and she would take over in the afternoon
and close at the end of the long day. They had no
children, but their lives were blessed by family, espe-

nursing facility, unable to care for herself. Her heart
is weak, her strength gone, and the long years have
taken their toll. But she has all those nieces and neph-
ews who still love and care for her, and she has re-
tained her broad and beautiful smile. In a recent visit
my husband and I paid to Mary, as usual, when she
saw us, her face lit up. But this time I was unexpect-
edly and deeply moved, because unlike in past visits,
her response upon seeing us this time was, “thank
you.” In fact, her response to everything was “thank
you.” Even while praying with her, my husband paused
for the usual response but instead of the expected
“Lord have mercy,” she said, simply and with convic-
tion, “thank you.” While my first response was to
think inwardly, “oops, wrong response,” I began to
realize that here was a woman who has spent all her
life ultimately in remembrance and gratitude to God
for the many blessings He has showered upon her, not
only in the days of joy and prosperity, but in those
uncertain days spent in want and sorrow as well. Her
gratitude to Him was now being manifested more

HABITS OF A GRATEFUL HEART
by Psa. Janene Wey

become accustomed to
thanksgiving, to prayer, to
forgiveness, in everything
we do day to day.

A recent experience
brought this saying to
mind again and shed some
light on what I can only
hope is a small confirma-
tion of its truth: my hus-
band and I visit a woman,
Mary, who is widowed
and in her mid-ninety’s.
Often, it is questionable
whether she knows who
we are or what we are
doing there. We’re not
family – at least, not in
the most commonly un-
derstood meaning of the
word – but we are part of

Someone once told me that as we grow older, we
don’t necessarily change who we are, but manifest
more intensely who we have become. I had often
pondered what that meant. I now take it to mean that
the things in which we diligently engage and practice
day to day become engrained in us. In other words,
our attitudes become engrained in our souls. These
will then be revealed intensely in us, in those days
when everything else is stripped away and our energy
can be spent only on the things of the heart, and
preparation for death. How important is it, then, to

cially nieces and nephews. And during those long
years of hard work, they were always active in the life
of the parish. She was parish council president on
more than one occasion. Even in retirement, they lived
only a few minutes from the parish in a quiet neigh-
borhood where they welcomed family members – more
nieces and nephews, and others – who came in later
years to the States.

In those later years, when my husband and I first
came to the parish, we would see John and Mary only
occasionally, advanced as they were in years, and

then only when their aches
and pains would permit
them to venture forth.
Both walked with diffi-
culty and John always re-
lied upon a cane, but in-
variably Mary’s face
would be softened and lit
up by a broad and beauti-
ful smile. In her low ac-
cented voice ever reminis-
cent of the “old country,”
she would whisper to the
altar boys and tell them
what a good job they had
done that day, and then
she would slip them dol-
lar bills. John’s health ul-
timately failed and he re-
posed in the Fall of 2004.
Mary now resides in the

Cont. on page 14
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[Cleveland, OH] – In an historic meeting, the
Eparchial (Diocesan) Councils of the Romanian Or-
thodox Episcopate of America (ROEA) and the Ro-
manian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas (ROAA)
met jointly on Saturday, March 21, 2009 at the St.
Mary Romanian Orthodox Cathedral in Cleveland.
The meeting was based on decisions of the 2008 Con-
gresses of the ROEA and ROAA endorsing the con-
tinuation of talks between the two North American
Eparchies. The primary issue is a potential union of
the two bodies.

The starting point for the continuing discussions is
a document drafted by the Joint Dialogue Commission
(JDC) entitled: “Proposal to Establish a Romanian
Orthodox Metropolitanate in North America”. The Joint
Dialogue Commission is a working-group established
by both Congresses to explore the possibility of heal-
ing the division between the two Eparchies dating to
the middle of the last century. After presenting a text
that was deemed viable by the hierarchs of both
Eparchies to the respective Councils, Clergy and Con-
gresses, the JDC has continued to refine the Proposal
to reflect the concerns expressed by members of these
decision-making bodies. The Proposal describes the
ecclesiological terms that must be acceptable to both
the ROEA and ROAA for a united North American

ROMANIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESAN
COUNCILS MEET

Metropolitanate in canonical communion with the
Church of Romania. The Proposal would need to be
approved by the two Congresses before it could be
presented to the Church of Romania for consideration.

In the joint meeting held on Saturday, chaired by
Their Eminences Archbishop Nathaniel and Archbishop
Nicolae, members of the Councils discussed funda-
mental questions that underlie the provisions of the
draft. Among the issues addressed were: the nature of
the autonomy envisioned under the proposal; the ways
in which this union is perceived to advance the even-
tual administrative unity of all Orthodox Christians
under a singular ecclesiastical authority in North
America; the relationship of the envisioned autono-
mous Metropolitanate with the Romanian Orthodox
Church; necessary “due diligence” investigations, but
most especially, the ways in which a spiritual healing
might be realized in the present division between the
Romanian Orthodox in North America. The open dia-
logue of the gathering was cordial and informative,
and the participants felt it was a necessary first step
and a positive experience.

In addition to Their Eminences Archbishops
Nathaniel and Nicolae, also present were His Grace,
Bishop Irineu, ROEA Auxiliary, members of the two
Councils and the Joint Dialogue Commission.
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The 77th Congress of The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of AmericaThe 77th Congress of The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of AmericaThe 77th Congress of The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of AmericaThe 77th Congress of The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America    

Vatra Românească  /  July 2-5, 2009 H O T E L S 

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS 

1540 Commerce Park Dr, Chelsea MI 48118 
(734) 433-1600 

 

Rate:  $99.99 + tax (1 King / 2 Queen) 

Deadline:  June 3 
Features: Indoor pool, breakfast, fitness room, 

nearby restaurants & shopping, high speed internet 

COUNTRY HEARTH INN 

1111 Boardman Rd, Jackson MI 49202 
(517) 783-6404 

 

Rate:  $57.00 + tax (double/double) 

$67.00 + tax (King/Queen parlor) 
Deadline:  June 23 

 

Features: Breakfast, nearby restaurants & shopping 

BAYMONT INN 

2035 Holiday Inn Dr, Jackson MI 49202 
(517) 789-6000 

 

Rate:  $85.00 + tax (Single King) 

Deadline:  June 3 
 

Features: Breakfast, nearby restaurants 

(Please note:  We are unable to host lodging or camping on the Vatra grounds.) 

S C H E D U L E   O F   E V E N T S 
 

 

 Thursday, July 2 
 

        8:30 am Breakfast  
      10:00 am Clergy Conference 
  1:00 pm Lunch 
  2:00 pm Clergy Conference Reconvenes 
  5:00 pm Great Vespers & Sermons 
  6:00 pm Supper 
  7:00 pm Episcopate Council Meeting 
 
 Friday, July 3 
 

  8:30 am Registration 
       10:30 am Invocation to the Holy Spirit 
   77th Episcopate Congress Convenes 
        1:00 pm Lunch 
  2:00 pm Congress Reconvenes — Session II 
  5:00 pm Vespers & Sermons 
  6:30 pm Supper & Program 
 
 Saturday, July 4 
 

  9:30 am Congress Reconvenes — Session III 
       12 noon Te Deum for United States Independence Day /                              
   Memorial Service & Blessing of the Graves 
  1:00 pm Lunch 
  2:00 pm Congress Reconvenes — Session IV 
  5:00 pm Great Vespers & Sermons 
  6:30 pm Supper & Program 
 
 Sunday, July 5 
 

  8:00 am Matins 
  9:30 am Procession of the Hierarchs & Clergy 
       10:00 am Hierarchal Divine Liturgy 
   Congress Banquet & Closing Program 

H O T E L 
 

Remember, you must mention you are 
with “ROEA Church Group” when mak-
ing your reservation in order to receive 
the special discounted price. 
 
We strongly urge you to reserve your 
rooms before the deadline indicated for 
each hotel.  Availability & rate not guar-
anteed after deadline. 

C A R   R E N T A L 
 

For more information, or to make your 
reservations today, call AVIS Rent-A-
Car at 1(800)331.1600, or visit their 
website at www.avis.com. 
 
You must give them the ROEA Avis 
Worldwide Discount (AWD) Code # 
J867318 to receive the discounted 
rates. 

CHELSEA COMFORT INN & 

VILLAGE CONFERENCE CTR 

1645 Commerce Park Dr, Chelsea MI 48118 
(877)  686-6350 or (734) 433-8000 

 

Rate:  $84.00 + tax (2 Queen) 

Deadline:  June 12 
    Features: Full breakfast, pool, jacuzzi, fitness 
center, business center,  high speed internet 



10 SOLIA MAR/APR 2009PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA

On the morning of February 9, twelve excited and
nervous Orthodox Christians from St. George Ortho-
dox Cathedral, Regina, Saskatchewan, began their jour-
ney to St. Innocent’s Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico.
Because of the prayers and efforts of the youth group
and of the entire parish, we were embarking on a
mission trip to lend our hands, our backs, and our
Christian Fellowship to a very unique community in
the southern part of this continent. Although we knew
that we would be participating in a Project Mexico
work trip, we did not yet know what the work would
consist of, or how the journey would go. Nonetheless,
with open hearts, the willingness to work, and with
the love of Christ, we ventured forth.

As we got onto the first plane, I remember looking
around at my fellow missionaries with whom we would
share this experience. Those in our group were: Fr.
Cosmin Sicoe, Carol Lowes, Joy, Evan, and Becky
Lascue, Lisa Krupski, Elaine and Andrew Herasymuik,
Tyler Sleeva, Rodney Eberle, and us, Roberta Wallace
and Megan Tokaruk. We were twelve – the same
number of Christ’s apostles. Fr. Cosmin helped re-

THE TWELVE APOSTLES
Our Experience at St. Innocent Orphanage

mind us that just as the apostles were sent into the
world to do the work of Christ, we too were sent; it
was not us who chose to be a part of this trip – it was
Christ who chose us. We kept this in mind for the
entire experience.

After a full day of travel (including a stop at Wal-
Mart for rubber boots), we finally arrived at St.
Innocent’s Orphanage. It was dark when we got in, so
we did not really grasp our surroundings as of yet. We
were quick to realize though that we should not have
underestimated the cold and the mud. February is
during the rainy season, which means the light, sandy
soil of the Tijuana area turns to deep, thick, clay-like
mud. I think many of us breathed more than one
prayer of gratefulness throughout the week for our
new favourite footwear.

The evening of the first day we gathered for intro-
ductions and a briefing with Project Mexico Project
Coordinators Mike and Katherine Applegate. It was
good to regroup with the twelve and to get to know
Mike and Kat. We shared expectations of the week,
what (we thought) brought us to this place, and what
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we expected to gain. It was good to hear everybody’s
responses – we were able to connect with each other,
to share a bit about ourselves, and to learn from one
another. After this, we trekked up the hill to the dining
room for our first meal and evening prayers with the
boys at the Ranch.

Project Mexico first began in 1988 in response to
the poverty found in Tijuana. The home building was
started with volunteers coming from California for
the day to work on the houses. It has now expanded,
due to volunteers from all over North America. This
summer, as Mike and Katherine excitedly explained,
they hope to build 23 houses. The house-building
program serves two purposes: to provide homes for
struggling families in Mexico, and to provide Ortho-
dox Christians the opportunity to show Christ’s love
through their labour.

Our week in Mexico, however, would not be spent
building houses, but working on the Ranch itself. St.
Innocent’s Orphanage opened in 1996 when it was
converted into a liveable and homey place for the
teenage boys from an old horse ranch (which is why
it is usually referred to as the Ranch). It is the only
orphanage of its kind in the whole Tijuana area, and
one of only four all-boy orphanages for teenagers in
the entirety of Mexico.

The Ranch was very beautiful – we noticed this as
soon as the sun came up the next day. The rainy
season not only brought mud, but also green hills and
foliage. The air was refreshing and crisp, and the
morning sun brought not only warmth, but the sound
of roosters and chirping birds.

We would start our day with morning prayers in the
chapel. Following this was twenty minutes of quiet
time. We were given prayer journals with verses of
scripture and quotes from the Church Fathers to focus
our thoughts and prayers. We could reflect on these
throughout our quiet time, and throughout the entire
day. This morning routine became very precious and
was very natural. We each found a quiet space on the
ranch to think, to write, and to pray. We all came to
deeply value this window for introspection...what a
glorious, balanced, and right way to spend the first
few hours of the day.

Spiritual renewal was a huge part of the week. Our
prayer cycle really kept our hearts and minds in the
right space. Evening prayers were held after supper
with the boys...and in Spanish. It was so humbling to
stumble along the evening compline, trying to keep up
to the boys’ fluid voices with our awful pronuncia-
tions. One thing that we will all take away from those
services was the beautiful, rich, and moving tropar to
St. Innocent. After a few services, we could sing
along; however, part of me just wanted to listen – it
was so beautiful.

It was amazing to pray side by side with these
Orthodox Christians. Mike noted to us that this chapel
is the only Orthodox Church between San Diego and
Mexico City – which means that these boys are real

missionaries of the Faith in their own community. It
was an interesting blessing to have American and
Canadian Orthodox Christians as guests; because, as
Mike explained, we were the only examples of the
faith that they have. We tried to live a true Christian
lifestyle – for us, but also to enable the light of Christ
to shine through us.

We kept this in mind throughout our work as well.
The work, of course, was a huge part of why we were
at the Ranch. In our briefing, we discussed why we
wanted to come here: we wanted to lend a helping
hand, to make a difference, or, as Evan put it, “to get
sweaty.” And, as the days unfolded, I think that we hit
all of those targets.

Two days were spent on smaller group projects.
There was Roberta high on the roofs cleaning eves, Fr
Cosmin was working on two new showers, Evan helped
with electrical work, just to name a few of the tasks.
One task that cannot go unmentioned was The Trench.
There was a low spot that, due to the rain, had turned
into an unwelcome lake that was threatening to flood
one of the buildings. And so, our task was to construct
a trench to drain the water. Easier said than
done...especially when the Mexican mud is taken into
consideration. It was disgustingly difficult work; how-
ever, it was also completely humbling. We bonded as
a group during this epic task, and when we were
(finally) finished, we looked fondly at our trench with
gratitude and a new appreciation for agriculture in the
developing world.

Our main project that required all of our skills and
talents was stuccoing. The ranch is in the process of
building and stuccoing a cinderblock wall around the
perimeter. And so, assigned to a long stretch of wall,
we got down to our elbows in the work. There were
three main steps in the process – we had the sand crew
sifting buckets of sand, the mixers mixing the stucco
(a job that gave your oblique’s the workout of a life-
time), and the “stuccoers” who did just that: stuccoed.
Throughout the two days, we rotated jobs, which meant
we had the opportunity to work with different people
in our group...which meant we always had a change in
voices as we sang.

As we looked back at the finished length of wall, it
was such a great feeling to see what we had accom-
plished together. We had worked hard and happily,
praising God with our voices and our efforts. This
task was great, because we really strengthened our
relationships with each other. A shared goal means
everybody pitches in with their unique talents – whether
it was Becky with her expert sand-sifting, Carol con-
tinually making a perfect consistency of stucco, or
Rodney’s thorough “wall-watering”– we all had some-
thing to add, and it showed in the success of the wall
and the growth of our relationships.

Suppertime with the boys was somewhat of a
gong show. I think we were all surprised at how
energetic and playful they were. They would play

Cont. on page 15
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2008
July 3-5. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca.

Episcopate Congress.
July 6. Chicago, IL. Sts. Constantine and Helen

Cathedral (ROAA). Consecration of the Church and
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Metro-
politan Laurentiu Streza (Sibiu, Romania), Metropoli-
tan Nicholas (Greek Archdiocese), Metropolitan Chris-
topher (Serbian Archdiocese) and Archbishop Nicolae
Condrea (ROAA).

July 13. Richmond Hill, ON. St. Elijah Mission.
Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

July 19. Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity. Saturday:
Marriage service for Viorel Ciharan and Lisa M Nemes.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

July 22. Hamilton, ON. Campul Romanesc. Con-
ference.

July 27. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter &
Paul. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 6. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for Transfiguration of the
Lord.

August 10. Lilburn, GA. Sts. Constantin & Helen.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 12. Warren, MI. Descent of the Holy
Spirit. Funeral service for Psa. Maria Risca.

August 14-17. Anaheim, CA. St. Mary. Patronal
Feast. Thursday Evening: Lamentations. Friday
Morning: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Friday Evening:
Holy Unction. Saturday Morning: Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy. Sunday Morning: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy.

August 23-24. Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity. Satur-
day: Marriage service for Johnnie and Florica Bura.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 25. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca.
Reinterment service for Vasile Mocanu.

August 29-30. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe-
dral. AROY Conference. Friday morning: Attended
Divine Liturgy. Saturday evening: Attended Memo-
rial Service and Great Vespers.

August 31. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter &
Paul. AROY Conference. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
and Ordination into Holy Diaconate of Stefan Florin
Stoleru. Evening: Southfield, MI. St. George Ca-
thedral. AROY Cotillion.

September 6-8. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra
Romaneasca. Patronal Feast. Saturday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Monday: Akathist.

September 21. Canton, OH. St. George. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy. Afternoon: Romanian Festival
and Banquet.

September 27. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monas-
tery. Baptism of Ana Maria Aron.

September 28. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter
& Paul. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

October 2. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca.
Visit of Bishop Iustin Sigheteanul of Romania.

October 5. Laval, QC. Canada. St. Mary. Patronal
Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

October 10-11. San Jose, CA. Holy Cross. Fri-
day Evening: Attended Vespers. Saturday Morn-
ing: Consecration of the Church and Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel
and Bishop Iustin Sigheteanul from the Church of
Romania. Banquet.

October 12. Hayward, CA. Holy Resurrection.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

October 14. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of St. Parascheva.

October 17-19. Lilburn, GA. Sts. Constantin &
Elena. Friday Evening: Attended Vespers. Satur-
day Morning: Consecration of the Church and Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop
Nathaniel and Bishop Petroniu from the Church of
Romania. Afternoon: Romanian Festival and Ban-
quet. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated
with Archbishop Nathaniel and Bishop Petroniu.

October 25. Novi, MI. Oakland Hills Cemetery.
Blessing of the Romanian Section. Evening: Cleve-
land, OH. Attended the annual reception “Balul
Fagarasenilor” (Romanians from Fagaras) with local
clergy.

October 26. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathedral.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 8. Ridgewood, NY. Descent of the Holy
Spirit. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 9. Middle Village, NY. Sts. Michael &
Gabriel. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Banquet.

November 10-13. Pittsburgh, PA. OCA 15th All
American Council.

November 15-16. Youngstown, OH. Holy Trin-
ity. Saturday Afternoon: Baptism of Justina Maria
Antonescu, daughter of Fr. Cosmin & Psa. Camelia
Antonescu. Sunday Morning: Hierarchal Divine Lit-
urgy.

November 22. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra
Romaneasca. Episcopate Council meeting.

November 23. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Memorial Service
for mother and grandmother.

November 30. Jamaica, NY. St. Andrew Mis-
sion. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 5. Oregon City, OR. Descent of the
Holy Spirit. Holy Unction.

December 6. Portland, OR. St. Mary. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

December 7. Oregon City, OR. Descent of the
Holy Spirit. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

AUXILIARY BISHOP
SCHEDULE
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On Dec. 2, 2008, Nicolae Lupu, son of Fr. Michael
& Psa. Lillian Lupu and sister of Maria Lupu, re-
ceived a National Honour by the Governor General of
Canada. He was awarded with Mention in Dispatches
for valour and meritorious service during his tour of
duty.

The presentation was made at a special ceremony
in Quebec City by the Chief of Defense, General
Walter Natynczyk. Nicu served in Afghanistan from
August 2007 to March 2008. In late August 2007,
while stationed at a forward operating base, he was
under heavy mortar fire and showed ingenuity and
bravery which ultimately saved lives of both the Ca-
nadian and American troops.

We are all very thankful of your prayers for his safe
return and for all our men and women serving our
countries. (See a web report from the Kingston Whig
Standard at http://www.thewhig.com/ArticleDisplay.
aspx?e=1260514).

CORPORAL NICOLAE
LUPU HONORED

Corp. Nicolae Toma Lupu receives award from
General Walter Natynczyk

December 14. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe-
dral. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Memorial Service
for V Rev Fr Eugen Lazar. Evening: Christmas Con-
cert.

December 25. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter
& Paul. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 26. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 27. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Funeral Service for
Archimandrite Felix Dubneac. Afternoon: Grass Lake,
MI. Vatra Romaneasca. Burial Service of
Archimandrite Felix Dubneac.

December 28. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

A.R.F.O.R.A.
CONGRESS

CONVOCATION
In conformity with Article II, Section 2 of the

By-Laws, we hereby convoke the

61st   Annual A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop
Adela Price Eugenia Tirmonia
President Secretary

June 5-7, 2009

Hosted by:
St. Mary Romanian Orthodox Church

4225 N Central Ave, Chicago IL  60634-1800
(773) 736-1153

Schedule of Events

Friday, June 5
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Executive Board Meeting at

St. Mary’s
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Registration/Reception at

Hotel for Clergy, Preotese,
Delegates & Past Presidents

Saturday, June 6
8:00 am – 9:00 a.m. Registration and Breakfast at

St. Mary’s
9:00 am – 12:00 pm Congress Session Begins

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Lunch
1:00 pm – 1:45 pm Guest Speaker
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm Congress Reconvenes
4:15 pm – 5:15 pm Parastas & Great Vespers
5:30 pm – 6:00 pm Photographs in Church
6:00 pm – 10:00 pm Dinner & Program

Sunday, June 7
9:00 am Matins
9:45 am Entrance & Vesting of Hierarch

10:00 am Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
12:30 pm Lunch and Farewell

Hotel:  Holiday Inn, Chicago North Shore, 5300
Touhy Ave, Skokie IL 60077 – (866-750-3369).
Mention: Block Code MYS or St. Mary’s Romanian
Orthodox Church Ladies Auxiliary to receive spe-
cial discounted rate of $99 plus tax per night. Please
make reservations no later than MAY 15, 2009.

Auxiliary Bishop Cont. from page 12

See the article by Heather Polischuk in the Leader-
Post, March 28, 2009, entitled “Group volunteers
at Mexican orphanage” - go to: http://www.leader
post.com/Group+volunteers+Mexican+orphanage/
1439317/story.html.
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mouth College Book Award, National Spanish Exam
awards, Summer Scholars, Georgia Boy’s State, and
many others which are too numerous to list here. The
Social Studies Department Chairman of the school re-
marks: “He is one of the most diligent, pleasant, and
determined students I have had the pleasure to teach in
thirty years at Woodward. In every respect he is an
exceptional student. He is a disciplined young man, able
to juggle a demanding academic schedule including a
number of A.P. courses with time-consuming extra-
curricular responsibilities.” In his essay on “How does
my Romanian heritage make me a better American?”,
he writes: “How can anyone truly understand the value
of liberty and what it really means to be free? My
Romanian family has helped me to answer that ques-
tion. American values including tolerance, diversity and
perseverance were made real to me by my Romanian
grandmother. . . . Her vivid stories of repression, bread
lines, curfews and censorship helped to give me a per-
sonal understanding of how guaranteed freedoms en-
sure our American way of life.” John is attending
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee.

Alexandra Angheluta was born in Birlad, Romania,
and emigrated to the United States with her parents and
older sister. She graduated from Las Plumas High School,
Oroville, California in June 2006 with 4.40 GPA while
maintaining a 4.0 GPA in college courses taken at Butte
College during her Junior and Senior years. She is a
student at California State University, Chico, Califor-
nia, in the School of Social Work, and plans to complete
her BSW degree in May 2009. Recommendations from
her professors include the following comments about
Alexandra: “She is one of the most intelligent students
that I have encountered in my 20-year academic career.

2008 GOLDY SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

John Powers Wheeler

The recipients of the 2008 Dumitru Golea Goldy-
Gemu Scholarships ($1500 each) are John Powers
Wheeler and Alexandra Angheluta.

John Powers
Wheeler, whose mater-
nal grandparents origi-
nated from Bucharest,
Romania, was born in
Miami, Florida, and
graduated in May 2008
from Woodward Acad-
emy, College Park, Geor-
gia, with high honors (4.3
GPA) and many national
and local awards, includ-
ing: National Merit
Semi-Finalist, AP
Scholar, Georgia Certifi-
cate of Merit, National
Honor Society, Dart-

Alexandra Angheluta

dren; and at the Butte County Department of Public
Health she volunteered as a Peer Counselor. Alexandra
Angeluta is a “doer”, a person with the gift of being able
to make things happen.” In her essay on “How does my
Romanian heritage make me a better American?”, she
writes: “Excelling at academics is just one way that I
take advantage of the opportunities America offers. Hav-
ing a Romanian heritage gives me a different perspec-
tive on life. Though I have many opportunities, I know
there are many people who do not. I spend a lot of my
time volunteering in the community so that I can help
others improve their lives.”

. . . [she] is highly
motivated to help oth-
ers. . . .Ms. Angheluta
has volunteered at
Catalyst (a local non-
profit organization
that provides domes-
tic violence services)
. . . at C.A.V.E. (A
Chico State student
volunteer service or-
ganization), she was
a tutor to diverse chil-

Fasting gives freedom from oppressive habits and thereby
from oppressive thoughts, and so prepares us for heal-
ing. “This kind cometh not out but by prayer and fast-
ing” (Mt 17:21). For this reason, it is imperative to keep
the fast to enjoy the benefits of the Lenten Season.

Great Lent is a sacred treasure, a great gift of our
glorious Orthodox Tradition. Let us value it by using it,
by opening all the medicines for body and soul which it
contains – the fasting, the services, the beautiful hymns
and prayers. Let us be healed and filled with its joy and
energy, so that at the end of the journey we may hear the
“divine, sweet, dear voice” of Christ, shining in His
paschal glory.

intensely. And now toward the end of her days, the first
response upon her lips is “Thank you.” Her thankful-
ness is automatic, almost reflexive. Mary confirms to
me that the lips speak by affirmation of the heart what
they have learned through long years of experience and
the daily practice of gratitude. And while “thank you”
may not always be the anticipated response, it is always
the right response. Such should be the attitude of all of
us, that when we are old and at the end of our days,
when our heart cries out “Lord have mercy,” our lips
will respond in kind and say “Thank you.”

Fasting … Cont. from page 5

Habits … Cont. from page 7
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Twelve Apostles … Cont. from page 11

games with us that included friendly punching and
some occasional chasing. When it was time to eat,
they would rush to the counter. The meals were pre-
pared by the cooks there, and consisted of beans (ev-
ery meal), eggs (breakfast), potatoes and meat (sup-
per). It was a very solid diet, though by the end, some
of us felt the effects of having beans all the time.

On the last night at St Innocent’s, we got together
with Mike and Katherine and the whole group to share
what we learned, what we would take home with us,
and what we had accomplished. We celebrated our
hard work, we celebrated our sore bodies, we cel-
ebrated the boys that we met, and we celebrated with
Christ, that he provided us the strength, the courage,
and the compassion that we needed throughout the
week.

As we debriefed the experience with one another,
we all shared a common realization: during the week,
we were able to detach completely from the some-
times pointless stresses of back home and really focus
on holistic and balanced living. We were able to focus
and connect our mind, body, and spirit. Evan summed
it up when he said that “working hard, eating, sleep-
ing, and praying – this feels right.”

We were given a new awareness of our privilege,
and an appreciation of what we have in Canada. Life
in a developing country is very different, and I think
most of us are still deconstructing what we experi-
enced. A week was not enough time to really grasp the
magnitude of what it truly means to live in a develop-
ing country. We saw the change as we drove past the
beautifully manicured lawns of San Diego into the
heart of Tijuana; we saw the slums and could feel the
poverty. However, a week is enough time to realize
that we are privileged above and beyond what is fair.
This does not mean that we should be guilty, but to be
aware and to appreciate it.

As we continued to debrief, it was very powerful to
sit and listen to the group (our fellow missionaries and
now close friends) share what we had learned. We all
reflected on what brought us there, if we had achieved
what we thought – and if those achievements could be
measured. Did we make a difference? Were we agents
of change? Did we live Christ’s teachings with our
work? These were not questions for us to answer, but
for us all to reflect upon.

This part of the journey is over – in many ways,
during that week we were just riding the wave. Now,
in the weeks that follow, we are challenged with
deconstructing our experience. What did we learn?
What did we unlearn? What did we gain, and did we
make an impact? How can we bring the spirit of
mission work home with us and apply it here? And
importantly, how can we communicate our experience
to our parish in order to grow as a Christian commu-
nity together?

We would like to say thank you – thank you for the

support and especially for your prayers. The journey
was only possible through the efforts of our entire
parish, and we, the twelve, are immensely gracious
for the experience. And so, let’s celebrate together!
Let’s embrace this journey, let’s extend it! As we
enter into this Great Lent, we need to keep in mind the
foundation of a Christian life: prayer, fasting, and
charity. We need to be passionate about this, and we
need to work at this together.

In Christ and with gratitude,
Roberta Wallace & Megan Tokaruk

I applaud the SOLIA editors for including in its
Jan/Feb 2009 issue the talk given by Metropolitan
Philip, “Canon 28 or the 4th Ecumenical Council -
Relevant or Irrelevant Today?”, June 2008 at the Fel-
lowship of St. Alban and St. Sergius Conference held
at St. Vladimir’s Seminary (published in The Word
magazine, Antiochian Archdiocese, January 2009).
Carrying this article from the Word magazine rein-
forces the great tradition of SOLIA as a relevent and
informative Church newspaper. Known for educating
her readership on current issues and informing them
of different aspects of the life of the Church, espe-
cially on matters of church authority and jurisdic-
tional unity, this helps bridge the gap we experience
due to Orthodox pluralism in America.

The inclusion of Metropolitan Philip’s presentation
is timely. Church unity is a central topic for us in
North America on all levels of the Church and for all
Orthodox jurisdictional and administrative bodies, ours
not excluded. The presentation touches upon many
sensitive and critical aspects of unity: Canon law and
its interpretation, the original role and current work of
SCOBA, and the unresolved question of Church ad-
ministrative unity in North America. The question of
“The Church”, the Body of Christ, and her structure,
order, life, work and mission in North America and
globally is one of the most pressing questions of our
times and underlies any and all discussions of unity
(locally, regionally and worldwide). The question of
“Church” on all levels occupies the minds and hearts
of theologians, hierarchy and faithful, clergy and la-
ity, today throughout the Orthodox world.

SOLIA does a great service to her readership mak-
ing available the perspective expressed by Metropoli-
tan Philip on this question. I encourage more articles
to be offered on this general subject, as it will broaden
the knowledge base of the readership. Furthermore, I
would like to suggest that SOLIA continue to carry
information of other perspectives and points of view
on the question of “Church” and “Orthodox unity” so
as to expand the awareness and understanding of her
readers as our own Episcopate wrestles with these
questions in its own house.

V. Rev. Dimitrie Vincent

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS
Maria Pincu, Santa Monica, CA ........................ $1,000.00
Anita Constant, Chicago, IL ................................. $500.00
M/M Viorel Predescu, Granada Hills, CA .......... $500.00
Marina Ficken, McLean, VA ................................ $200.00
V Rev Fr Joseph & Psa Martha MacLellan,

Winnipeg, MB ..................................................... $200.00
Alexa & Mary Ungurian, Oakbank, MB ............ $200.00
V Rev Fr Laurence & Psa Anita Lazar,

Southfield, MI ..................................................... $100.00
Mary Rugh, Ellwood City, PA.............................. $100.00
V Rev Fr Daniel & Psa Alice Nenson,

Regina, SK ............................................................. $80.00
M/M George Cantor, Parma, OH ........................... $75.00
Eugenia Poroch, St Clair Shores, MI ..................... $75.00
Virginia Precop, St Clair Shores, MI ..................... $75.00
Dumitru Stan, Burlington, ON ............................... $65.00
Kathleen Podoba-Lind, Willoughby, OH .............. $50.00
M/M Vasile Vasu, N Ridgeville, OH ..................... $50.00
Florence Brott, Youngstown, OH ........................... $25.00
George & Helen Ungham, Beaver Falls, PA ........ $25.00
Helen Popa, Monaca, PA ......................................... $20.00

GENERAL DONATIONS
Estate of Michael Strugar ................................. $2,036.00
Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL ................................. $1,000.00

(Hierarch Travel Fund)
M/M Stephen Miroy, Stafford, VA ...................... $365.30

(Camp Vatra)
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN ....... $200.00

(Hierarch Travel Fund)
St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH ..................... $113.42
Alfred Peterson, Southfield, MI ............................. $40.00
Sophie Votta, Warren, MI........................................ $50.00
Justina Badila, Farmington Hills, MI .................... $30.00
M/M Bobby Westerfield, Warren, MI ................... $30.00
M/M Viorel Nikodin, Farmington Hills, MI ......... $20.00
Erna Harrington, Shelby Twp, MI ........................ $10.00
Maria E Hunciag, Center Line, MI ........................ $10.00

MEMORIAM
Tudor Murgoci, Kitchener, ON ............................ $100.00

(IMO Wife Emmi)
Doina Speriosu, Jamaica Estates, NY .................. $100.00

(IMO Husband, Simon Speriosu)
Eugenia Baran, Lincoln Park, MI .......................... $50.00

(IMO Aurel & Nick Buzas)
Marie Farca, Yardley, PA ....................................... $50.00

(Museum Fund - IMO Katie Rosu)
Marie Farca, Yardley, PA ....................................... $50.00

(Museum Fund - IMO Eva Bebean George)

EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT
St Mary, Chicago, IL ......................................... $23,280.00
Sts Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI ............... $21,660.00
St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH ................ $16,880.00
St George Cathedral, Southfield, MI ............. $14,340.00
Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA ........................ $11,640.00
St Dumitru, New York, NY ............................. $11,340.00
Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA ............................. $10,560.00
St Mary, Anaheim, CA ..................................... $10,140.00

St Mary, Falls Church, VA ............................... $10,020.00
St George Cathedral, Regina, SK ................... $10,080.00
Three Holy Hierarchs, Bellevue, WA ............ $10,020.00
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL ............................... $10,000.00
Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH ........ $7,920.00
St John, Toronto, ON .......................................... $6,060.00
Holy Cross, Hollywood, FL ................................ $6,420.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA ... $6,300.00
St Mary, St Paul, MN.......................................... $5,580.00
St John, Phoenix, AZ .......................................... $5,160.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI ........... $5,000.00
St Nicholas, Troy, MI .......................................... $5,000.00
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH.......................... $4,920.00
St Mary, Calgary, AB ......................................... $4,860.00
St George, Winnipeg, MB ................................... $4,620.00
Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA ..................... $4,500.00
St George, Toronto, ON

(balance on 2008 assessment) ........................ $4,400.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Oregon City, OR.. $4,020.00
St Nicholas, Alliance, OH ................................... $4,020.00
Holy Trinity, New Westminister, BC ................ $3,900.00
St John, Kitchener, ON ....................................... $3,840.00
St Mary, Colleyville, TX .................................... $3,840.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Sacramento, CA ......... $3,660.00
St Nicholas, Regina, SK ...................................... $3,600.00
St George, Toronto, ON ...................................... $3,580.00
St Mary, Portland, OR......................................... $3,540.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN .... $3,420.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Ridgewood, NY ... $3,420.00
Sts Constantin & Elena, Lilburn, GA .............. $3,150.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY ... $3,120.00
St Anne, Jacksonville, FL ................................... $3,060.00
St Raphael of Brooklyn, Detroit, MI ................ $2,880.00
Holy Ascension Mission, Montreal, QC ........... $2,721.00
Holy Cross, San Jose, CA ................................... $2,700.00
St Thomas, St Louis, MO ................................... $2,700.00
St Anne, Pomona, CA.......................................... $2,640.00
Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA ................................ $2,660.00
St John, Woonsocket, RI ..................................... $2,550.00
Sts Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN...... $2,133.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA ...... $2,100.00
Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI ....................... $2,040.00
St George Cathedral, Canton, OH .................... $2,000.00
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH ........................ $2,520.00
Holy Confessors Mission, Oakville, ON .......... $1,890.00
Three Hierarchs, Ridgewood, NY .................... $1,800.00
St Nicholas Mission, Montreal, QC ................... $1,710.00
St Andrew Mission, Laval, QC .......................... $1,650.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Orlando, FL ................ $1,500.00
St Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA ........... $1,508.00
St Mary of Magdala Mission, Houston, TX .... $1,470.00
Holy Ascension Mission, Montreal, QC ........... $1,440.00
Holy Cross Mission, London, ON ..................... $1,440.00
St Andrew Mission, Jamaica, NY ..................... $1,350.00
St Andrew, McKees Rocks, PA ......................... $1,320.00
St Elias Mission, Richmond Hill, ON ............... $1,140.00
St John Mission, Denver, CO ............................ $1,110.00
Holy Cross Mission, San Diego, CA .................... $930.00
Holy Cross Mission, Phoenix, AZ ........................ $900.00
St Mary Mission, Las Vegas, NV......................... $900.00
St Mary Mission, Chelsea, MA ............................ $840.00
St  Stephen Mission, Clearwater, FL ................... $690.00
St Andrew Mission, Brooksville, FL ................... $630.00

FINANCIAL REPORT

Cont. on page 17
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Holy Transfiguration Mission,
W Hartford, CT ................................................... $500.00

St Philothea Mission, Hagerstown, MD .............. $390.00

DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS
Alexa & Mary Ungurian, Oak Bank, MB ............ $50.00

A.R.O.Y. – STANITZ SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Lynn Ann Nitzu, Schaumburg, IL .......................... $50.00

(IMO John Stanitz)

ARCHBISHOP’S CHARITY ENDOWMENT FUND
(A.C.E.)

V Rev Fr Joseph & Psa Martha MacLellan,
Winnipeg, MB ....................................................... $50.00

DISCOVER ROMANIA TOUR
Organized by the Orthodox Brotherhood USA

AUGUST 20-30, 2009

PRICE: $1,450 USD/PERSON double room
Additional for SINGLE $250 USD

For details, contact: 1) SERGIU NICA  -
Travel Agent/General Manager

METEORA TURISM, Phone: 0040722225573,
Email: meteora96@yahoo.com,

Website: http://www.meteora.ro/ (or)
2) RODICA DICOI (see info below).

Discover Romania Tour Registration

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City, State, & Zip Code: _____________________

___________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________

Email: _____________________________________

Cost $1,450.00 per person for
               Double Room ________
$725.00 due upon registration per person for
double room.

Cost  $1,700.00 per person for
                Single Room _________
$850.00 due upon registration per person  for
single room.

Please enclose check made out to Rodica Dicoi
tour co-coordinator, and mail to:

13533 Darryl Dr., Warren, MI   48088 -
Phone: 586-264-7468  Email:rdicoi@gmail.com.

Remainder amount due by June 30, 2009 [$725
for double room or $850 for single room (per
individual)].

If the minimum of 25 persons required for the
tour is not reached, the tour will be cancelled and
all monies will be refunded.

AIR FAIR NOT INCLUDED

** Neither the Orthodox Brotherhood USA nor
the ROEA (Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of
America) assume any liability for injuries, acci-
dents or trip cancellations.

CAMP VATRA 2009
Our dedicated Orthodox staff, consisting of

priests and counselors, will provide morning and
evening Chapel services, instruction in Orthodox
Christian teachings and life, music, arts and crafts,
sports, campfires and much more – an opportu-
nity for youth to make friends, have fun and
strengthen their Orthodox Christian faith.

Camp Vatra for Seniors
WHO: Students entering 9th-12th grades in

Fall, 2009
WHEN: Sunday, July 12 – Saturday, July 18,

2009 (1 Week)
FEE: $250 (Includes all meals, lodging, pro-

grams and activities.)
Please make checks payable to: R.O.E.A./Camp

Vatra

Camp Vatra for Juniors
WHO: Ages 11-13 yrs
WHEN:  August 2-15, 2009
FEE: $350 (Includes all meals, lodging, pro-

grams and activities.)
Please make checks payable to: R.O.E.A./Camp

Vatra

Information and Applications for Campers,
Counselors and Staff are available on-line at:

www.roea.org/camps.htm

Finance Report Cont. from page 16

CHRIST IS RISEN!

HRISTOS A
öNVIAT!
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SCRISOARE PASTORALÄ LA

SF. PASçTI 2009
+ NATHANIEL

Din milostivirea lui Dumnezeu, Arhiepiscop al Detroitului sçi al
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roma[ne din America

Iubitului nostru cler, cinului monahal sçi dreptcredinciosçilor cresçtini ai Episcopiei noastre de
Dumnezeu-pa¨zite, Har, Mila¨ sçi Pace de la Hristos Domnul Cel ônviat, iar de la noi pa¨rinteasca¨
dragoste sçi arhieresçti binecuva[nta¨ri.

||Asçadar, daca¨ aòi ônviat ômpreuna¨ cu Hristos, ca¨utaòi cele de sus, unde
se afla¨ Hristos, sçeza[nd de-a dreapta lui Dumnezeu< Cugetaòi cele de
sus, nu cele de pe pa¨ma[nt< Ca¨ci voi aòi murit sçi viaòa voastra¨ este
ascunsa¨ cu Hristos ôntru Dumnezeu. Iar ca[nd Hristos, Care este viaòa
voastra¨, Se va ara¨ta, atunci sçi voi, ômpreuna¨ cu El, va¨ veòi ara¨ta ôntru
ma¨rire.\\ ( Coloseni 3, 1-4)

Hristos a önviat! Adeva¨rat a önviat!

Iubiòi credinciosçi,

Prin mila lui Dumnezeu, suntem binecuva[ntaòi sa¨ participa¨m la marea Sa¨rba¨toare a önvierii
Domnului, Dumnezeului sçi Ma[ntuitorului nostru Iisus Hristos. Dupa¨ ce am trecut vremea
Marelui Post, suntem acum ôn mult asçteptata zi a acestei Sa¨rba¨tori duhovnicesçti. Asta¨zi ne
bucura¨m ôn singura Sa¨rba¨toare care ridica¨ pa¨ma[ntul la cer sçi pogoara¨ cerul la pa¨ma[nt, ca[nd cele
pa¨ma[ntesçti sçi treca¨toare sunt umbrite de vesçnicele realita¨òi ceresçti. Sf. Ap. Petru ne amintesçte>
||Dar noi asçtepta¨m, potrivit fa¨ga¨duinòelor Lui, ceruri noi sçi pa¨ma[nt nou, ôn care locuiesçte
dreptatea.\\ (II Petru 3>13).

Sa¨rba¨torirea de asta¨zi a önvierii Domnului nostru Iisus Hristos este, deasemenea, o sa¨rba¨torire
a viitoarei noastre ônvieri. Aceasta este ziua ômpa¨ca¨rii lui Dumnezeu cu omul, da¨ruita¨ noua¨ prin
Iisus Hristos care este din vesçnicie Dumnezeu sçi care S-a na¨scut ôn timp sçi S-a ôntrupat din
Sfa[nta Fecioara¨ Maria. Sf. Apostol Pavel ôn scrisoarea sa ca¨tre Efeseni scrie> ||Ca¨ci El este
pacea noastra¨, El care a fa¨cut din cele doua¨ lumi – una, adica¨ a surpat peretele din mijloc al
despa¨ròiturii, ,,,ca, ôntru Sine, pe cei doi sa¨-I zideasca¨ ôntr-un singur om nou sçi sa¨ ôntemeieze
pacea. Sçi sa¨-I ômpace cu Dumnezeu pe ama[ndoi, uniòi ôntr-un singur trup, prin cruce.\\
(Efeseni 2>14-16). Dupa¨ cum Hristos a luat firea omeneasca¨, tot astfel El ne-a promis participarea
la viaòa dumnezeiasca¨. Sf. Atanasie ne ônvaòa¨ ca¨ ||Dumnezeu S-a fa¨cut om pentru ca omul sa¨
se ôndumnezeiasca¨.\\ (Despre ôntrupare 54>3)

Sfinòii Pa¨rinòi cred ca¨ Dumnezeu-Cuva[ntul S-a ôntrupat< aceasta ônseamna¨ ca¨ firea dumnezeiasca¨
sçi firea omeneasca¨ sunt unite ôntr-o singura¨ Persoana¨, Domnul nostru Iisus Hristos. Ce ônseamna¨
aceasta= Ca¨ omul poate sa¨ se ôndumnezeiasca¨ dupa¨ cum ne spune Sf. Apostol sçi Evanghelist
Ioan ôn prima sa epistola¨> ||Iubiòilor, acum suntem fii ai lui Dumnezeu sçi ce vom fi nu s-a ara¨tat
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pa[na¨ acum. Ci sçtim ca¨ atunci, ca[nd El se va ara¨ta, vom fi asemenea Lui, fiindca¨ ôl vom vedea
cum este.\\ (I Ioan 3>2).

Sf. Simeon Noul Teolog spune> ||ônceputul vieòii e pentru mine sfa[rsçitul ei, sçi sfa[rsçitul ei e
pentru mine ônceput. De unde vin nu sçtiu, unde sunt nu cunosc sçi, iara¨sçi, unde voi ajunge n-
am sçtire eu tica¨losul. Ma¨ nasc din pa¨ma[nt (Fac II, 7) trup din trup, strica¨cios din strica¨cios
sçi, muritor fiind, petrec puòin timp pe pa¨ma[nt ôn trup sçi mor, iar treca[nd de aici, ôncep alta¨
viaòa¨. Las ôn pa¨ma[nt trupul meu care are sa¨ ônvie sçi sa¨ duca¨ o viaòa¨ fa¨ra¨ de sfa[rsçit ôn veci.\\
(949-1022)

Ca¨tre aceasta¨ ||viaòa¨ fa¨ra¨ de sfa[rsçit\\, ca¨tre aceasta¨ ||viaòa¨ diferita¨\\, ne ôndrepta¨m cu toòii. Sf.
Ap. Pavel ne amintesçte ôn Epistola sa ca¨tre Efeseni ca¨ ||,,, atunci ca[nd Hristos care este viaòa
noastra¨ se va ara¨ta, atunci sçi noi ne vom ara¨ta cu el ôn ma¨rire.\\ Trebuie sa¨ ne aòintim privirile
ca¨tre venirea a doua a Domnului Hristos ca[nd va fi aceasta¨ ||viaòa¨ fa¨ra¨ de sfa[rsçit\\ sçi omenirea
va fi preama¨rita¨. Acesta e un alt motiv al sa¨rba¨toririi de asta¨zi> pentru ca¨ viitoarea noastra¨
existenòa¨ va fi una care va reflecta slava dumnezeiasca¨ a lui Hristos ôn care ne baza¨m viaòa
noastra¨ pa¨ma[nteasca¨. Sa¨ asculta¨m ce ne spune Sf. Ap. Pavel ôn Epistola sa ca¨tre Evrei> ||Ce este
omul, ca¨-l pomenesçti pe el, sau fiul omului, ca¨-l cercetezi pe el= ... cu ma¨rire sçi cu cinste l-ai
ôncununat,,,\\ (Evrei 2> 6-7).

Iubiòi credinciosçi,

ön fiecare Dumnezeiasca¨ Liturghie auzim cuvintele Sf. Ap.sçi Evanghelist Ioan> ||Ca¨ci Dumnezeu
asça a iubit lumea, ônca[t pe Fiul Sa¨u Cel Unul-Na¨scut L-a dat, ca oricine crede ôn El sa¨ nu
piara¨, ci sa¨ aiba¨ viaòa¨ vesçnica¨.\\ (Ioan 3>16) Ce poate fi mai clar deca[t aceste cuvinte, ca¨ exista¨
o promisiune a vieòii vesçnice= Dar condiòia vieòii vesçnice este credinòa ôn Iisus Hristos. Asta¨zi
suntem chemaòi sa¨ ma¨rturisim lumii pe care Dumnezeu a creat-o, pe care o proniaza¨ sçi o
iubesçte, ca¨ ||,,, Hristos a ônviat din moròi, fiind ôncepa¨tura¨ a ônvierii celor adormiòi.\\ ( I
Corinteni 15, 20).

Haideòi sa¨ ne bucura¨m sçi sa¨ ne veselim ôn cuvintele Domnului nostru Iisus Hristos ônsusçi>
||Eu sunt ônvierea sçi Viaòa. Cel ce crede ôn Mine, chiar de va sçi muri, viu va fi.\\ (Ioan 11>25)<
sçi sçtiind sçi ma¨rturisind ca¨ Hristos ||sçade de-a dreapta lui Dumnezeu\\, haideòi sa¨ tra¨im zilele
noastre pe pa¨ma[nt ca¨uta[nd ceea ce este vesçnic sçi darul de a-L vedea pe Dumnezeu asça cum este
sçi astfel sa¨ striga¨m>

Hristos a önviat! Adeva¨rat a önviat!

Primiòi dragostea noastra¨ pa¨rinteasca¨ sçi binecuva[nta¨ri arhieresçti ca¨tre cei de aproape sçi ca¨tre
cei de departe.

+NATHANIEL,

Din milostivirea lui Dumnezeu, Arhiepiscop al Detroitului sçi al

Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roma[ne din America
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Prea Cuviosçi sçi Prea Cucernici Fraòi Preoòi,
Iubiòi Credinciosçi,

La intrarea ôn Ierusalim a Domnului Hristos au fost sçi
oameni pa¨timasçi, sçi oameni ra¨i, sçi oameni ômpotrivitori, sçi
oameni care sçi-au ara¨tat nemulòumirile, aceia ônsa¨ s-au
acoperit cumva sçi au ra¨mas cei bucurosçi de Domnul Hristos,
ôntre care suntem sçi noi care cinstim sçi pra¨znuim asça cum
se cuvine intrarea cu biruinòa¨ ôn Ierusalim a Domnului
Hristos sçi zicem cu Biserica> ||ônvierea cea de obsçte -
ônvierea cea de apoi, ca[nd vor ônvia toòi- mai ônainte de
patima Ta ôncredinòa[nd-o, pe Laza¨r din moròi l-ai sculat

. Deci Laza¨r a ônviat din moròi ca sa¨ se dovedeasca¨ ônvierea
cea de obsçte, ônvierea tuturor. ||Pentru aceasta sçi noi,
semnele biruinòei purta[nd, - semnele biruinòei sunt crengile
cu viaòa¨ ôn ele - òie biruitorului moròii striga¨m> Te sçtim ca
biruitor al moròii pentru ca¨ ai ônviat pe Laza¨r, pe fiica lui
Iair sçi pe fiul va¨duvei din Nain – Osana celui din ôna¨lòime!
Bine este cuva[ntat Cel ce vine ôntru numele Domnului.

Iubiòi Fraòi sçi Surori,
Daca¨ e vorba numai de pra¨znuire, cu asta ne-am ômplinit

datoria, dar nu e vorba numai de pra¨znuire, ci e vorba sçi
de cercetare. Adica¨, prima ôntrebare ôn lega¨tura¨ cu aceasta
ar fi> Noi cum ôl ônta[mpina¨m pe Domnul Hristos= Avem
noi dorinòa de a aduce preama¨rire= Simòim ôn sufletul
nostru o pornire spre preama¨rirea Ma[ntuitorului nostru
Iisus Hristos=

O facem aceasta numai din ritual sau o facem pentru ca¨
n-am putea sa¨ n-o facem ca[nd sçtim despre cele ce le-a
fa¨cut Domnul Hristos la intrarea ôn Ierusalim=

Sçi ônca¨ o cercetare. Asça cum Domnul Hristos a intrat ôn
Ierusalim, tot asça intra¨ sçi ôn sufletele noastre, mai ales
atunci ca [nd ne ômpa¨rta ¨s çim cu Trupul s çi Sa[ngele
Ma[ntuitorului. Avem noi sta¨ri sufletesçti ca cele ale acelora
care au zis> ||Osana ôntru cei de sus! Bine este cuva[ntat
Cel ce vine ôntru numele Domnului!\\, sau avem sta¨ri de
ômpotrivire. E bine sa¨ ne cerceta¨m pe noi ônsçine, cum sta¨m
ôn faòa Domnului Hristos care vine la noi, care vine ca¨tre
noi. öl primim cu iubire cu credinòa¨, cu frica¨ de Dumnezeu,
cu credinòa¨ sçi cu dragoste=

öl primim pe Domnul Iisus Hristos cu bucuria omului
care sçtie ca¨ a venit Acela care aduce cu El binecuva[ntarea,
care aduce cu El bucuria, care aduce cu El curajul, care
aduce cu El iertarea pa¨catelor, ca daruri ale ônvierii, sau
suntem nemulòumiòi= Sçi daca¨ cumva suntem nemulòumiòi,
atunci ôl auzim pe Domnul Hristos spuna[ndu-ne sçi noua¨
cum i-a spus Ierusalimului sau celor din Ierusalim>

™™Ierusalime, Ierusalime, care ucizi pe prooroci sçi cu
pietre omori pe cei trimisçi la tine, de ca[te ori voit-am sa¨
adun pe fiii ta¨i, cum aduna¨ ga¨ina puii ta¨i sub aripi, dar nu
aòi vrut. Pentru aceasta vi se lasa¨ casa pustie, iar pe Mine
nu Ma¨ ve-òi vedea pa[na¨ ce veòi zice> Bine este cuva[ntat Cel
ce vine ôntru numele Domnului££ (Mt.23,37-39)

Noi suntem , iubiòi cresçtini, ôntre cei ce zicem> ||Bine
este cuva[ntat Cel ce vine ôntru numele Domnului!\\, ôntre
cei ce zicem ômpreuna¨ cu pruncii> ||Osana ôntru cei de sus,
Osana ôntru cei din ôna¨lòime\\. Sçi anume, la fiecare Sfa[nta¨

CUVA[NT DE SUFLET LA PASçTI 2009
Sa¨-l önta[mpina¨m pe Domnul Iisus Hristos la Intrarea ôn

Ierusalimul din Sufletul Nostru.

Cont. la pag. 24

liturghie, spunem cuvintele> Sfa[nt, sfa[nt, sfa[nt e Domnul
Savaot! Plin este cerul sçi pa¨ma[ntul de ma¨rirea Ta. Osana
ôntru cei de sus! Bine este cuva[ntat Cel ce vine ôntru
numele Domnului!

Nu se poate Liturghie fa¨ra¨ cuvintele acestea, ceea ce
ônseamna¨ ca¨ la fiecare Sfa[nta¨ Liturghie noi pomenim sçi
intrarea ôn Ierusalim a Domnului Hristos.

Sa¨ ne deschidem sufletele, sa¨-I facem loc Ma[ntuitorului
nostru, sa¨ ôl primim ôn inima noastra¨, sa¨-L òinem ôn consçtiinòa
noastra¨, ôn simòirea noastra¨ sçi atunci va fi cu noi bucuria
pe care au avut-o cei din Ierusalim, care L-au primit pe
Domnul Hristos sçi care s-au la¨sat condusçi, ajutaòi sçi
ma[nga¨iaòi de Cel ce a venit sa¨ ma[ntuiasca¨ sufletele noastre.

DACAË NU VOI VEDEA ... NU VOI CREDE
Sfa[ntul Evanghelist Ioan ne spune sçi el despre ônvierea

Domnului Hristos. Fiecare Evanghelist spune ca¨ ônta[i s-au
dus la morma[nt femeile cistitoare de Dumnezeu, femeile
ga[nditoare de Dumnezeu. Dupa aceea au mers uncenicii la
morma[nt. Sfa[ntul Evanghelist Ioan spunea ca¨ a mers Sfa[ntul
Apostol Petru sçi ucenicul pe care-l iubea Iisus.

Dupa¨ aceea li S-a ara¨tat Domnul Hristos ucenicilor, ôn
ziua ônvierii, seara, ca[nd le-a dat puterea ierta¨rii pa¨catelor.
A suflat peste ei sçi a zis> ||Luaòi Duh Sfa[nt, ca[rora le veòi
ierta pa¨catele, li se vor ierta< ca¨rora le veòi òine òinute vor
fi\\(In.20,22-23), dar nu era de faòa¨ Sfa[ntul Apostol Toma-
asta este precizarea Sfa[ntului Evanghelist Ioan. ön Sfa[nta
Evanghelie de la Luca nu se spune ca¨ a lipsit Sfa[ntul
apostol Toma, ônsa¨ Sfa[ntul Evanghelist precizeaza¨. Ca¨
atunci ca[nd Domnul Hristos s-a ara¨tat uncenicilor Sa¨i, ôn
seara zilei ôn care a ônviat, nu era de faòa¨ Sfa[ntul Apostol
Toma.

De aici au urmat apoi cele ce ni le spune, cele ce le scrie
Sfa[ntul Evanghelist Ioan ôn Evanghelia sa, ca¨ ônta[lnind
ceilalòi ucenici pe colegul lor de ucenicie pe Toma, i-au
spus> ||L-am va¨zut pe Domnul\\, ||iar el a zis> ||Daca¨ nu
voi vedea eu ôn ma[inile Lui semnul cuielor sçi daca¨ nu-mi
voi pune degetul meu ôn semnul cuielor, sçi daca¨ nu-mi voi
pune ma[na mea ôn coasta Lui, nu voi crede\\(In.20, 25)

Iubiòi credinciosçi sçi fraòi ôn Hristos, este foarte ômportant
de òinut minte, nici unii dintre cei care au va¨zut morma[ntul
gol> femeile mironosiòe, Sfa[ntul apostol Petru, Sfa[ntul
Apostol Ioan, cei ce mergeau spre Emaus, care au aflat
despre morma[ntul gol sçi despre ôngerii care s-au ara¨tat,
nici unii din cei care au auzit de ônvierea Domnului Hristos
nu s-au repezit asupra ga[ndului ca¨ > ™™Da, a ônviat Domnul
Hristos££\\. Sau ™™Da, ôntr-adeva¨r, trebuia sa¨ se ômplineasca¨
ceea ce a spus El ônainte de pa¨timirea Sa££ Nu s-au ga[ndit
nici unii la aceasta, toòi au stat cu ôndoiala¨, toòi au stat cu
ôntrebare, toòi au stat cu nedumerire, de aceea ne sçi spune
Sfa[ntul Evanghelist Marcu ca¨ Domnul Hristos i-a mustrat
pe ucenicii Lui ca¨ n-au crezut despre ônvierea Lui, ca¨ n-au
crezut ôn ônvierea Lui, sçi i-a mustrat pentru ômpietrirea
inimii lor> ca¨ n-au crezut ceea ce au aflat depre ônvierea
Domnului Hristos.
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[Cleveland, OH] – Consiliul diocezan al Episcopiei
Ortodoxe Roma[ne din America s çi Consiliul
arhidiocezan al Arhiepiscopiei Ortodoxe Roma[ne din
cele doua¨ Americi au avut o sçedinòa¨ comuna¨ istorica¨
ôn data de sa[mba¨ta¨ 21 martie 2009 la Catedrala Sf.
Maria din Cleveland. Aceasta¨ sçedinòa¨ s-a òinut ôn urma
hota¨ra[rilor de la Congresele din 2008 ale celor doua¨
eparhii din America de Nord care sçi-au exprimat acordul
cu privire la continuarea discuòiilor dintre ele. Subiectul
principal este posibilitatea unirii celor doua¨ eparhii.

Baza continua¨rii discuòiilor o constituie documentul
ôntocmit de ca¨tre Comisia Mixta¨ de Dialog intitulat>
ãPropunere pentru ônfiinòarea Mitropoliei Ortodoxe
Roma[ne din America de Nord\\. Comisia Mixta¨ de
Dialog este un grup de lucru ônfiinòat de cele doua¨
Congrese pentru a explora posibilitatea vindeca¨rii
diviziunii dintre cele doua¨ eparhii care dateaza¨ de la
mijlocul secolului trecut. Dupa¨ ce textul, considerat
viabil de ca¨tre ierarhii celor doua¨ eparhii, a fost prezentat
Consiliilor, Clericilor sçi Congreselor eparhiilor re-
spective, Comisia Mixta¨ de Dialog a continuat sa¨
prelucreze Propunerea pentru ca aceasta sa¨ reflecte
ôngrijora¨rile exprimate de membrii forurilor adminis-
trative din ambele pa¨ròi. Propunerea expune principiile
eclesiologice care trebuie acceptate de ca¨tre ambele
eparhii pentru formarea unei Mitropolii pe teritoriul
Americii de Nord ôn comuniune cu Biserica Ortodoxa¨
Roma[na¨. Propunerea urmeaza¨ sa fie aprobata¨ de cele
doua¨ Congrese ônainte de a fi prezentata¨ Bisericii
Ortodoxe Roma[ne ca sa¨ fie luata¨ ôn considerare.

La sçedinòa comuna¨ òinuta¨ sa[mba¨ta¨, care a fost
prezidata¨ de ca¨tre önalt Prea Sfinòiòii Arhiepiscopi
Nathaniel sçi Nicolae, membrii celor doua¨ Consilii au
discutat chestiunile fundamentale care stau la baza

SçEDINTçA COMUNÄ A CONSILIILOR CELOR

DOUÄ EPARHII ROMA[NESçTI DIN AMERICA

Propunerii. Printre problemele discutate menòiona¨m>
natura autonomiei preva¨zuta¨ ôn Propunere< felul ôn
care aceasta¨ unitate promoveaza¨ eventuala unitate
administrativa¨ a tuturor cresçtinilor ortodocsçi sub o
singura¨ autoritate bisericeasca¨ ôn America de Nord<
relaòia viitoarei Mitropolii autonome cu Biserica
Ortodoxa¨ Roma[na¨< necesitatea cerceta¨rii reciproce a
realita¨òilor specifice ambelor pa¨ròi, dar mai ales
modalitatea prin care se poate ajunge la vindecarea
spirituala¨ a diviza¨rii actuale a Roma[niilor Ortodocsçi
din America de Nord. Tonul dialogului deschis al
ôntrunirii a fost cordial sçi informativ, iar participanòii
au considerat ca¨ acest gen de ônta[lnire a constituit un
prim pas necesar sçi o experienòa¨ pozitiva¨.

Pe la[nga¨ önalt Prea Sfinòiòii Arhiepiscopi Nathaniel
sçi Nicolae au fost, de asemenea, prezenòi Prea Sfinòitul
Episcop Vicar Irineu de la Episcopia Ortodoxa¨ Roma[na¨
din America, membrii celor doua¨ Consilii precum sçi
membrii Comisiei Mixte de Dialog.

SCRISOARE DE MULTçUMIRE DIN PARTEA

öNALT PREA SFINTçITULUI MITROPOLIT AL

MOLDOVEI SçI BUCOVINEI, TEOFAN

Photo by Gregory Sotak.

önaltpreasfinòitului Pa¨rinte NATHANIEL
Arhiepiscop de Detroit sçi al Episcopiei Ortodoxe
Roma[ne din America

önaltpreasfinòia Voastra¨,

Cu recunosçtinòa¨, va¨ adresa¨m mulòumiri pentru
donaòia ôn valoare de 5,500 USD pe care aòi fa¨cut-o
pentru ajutorarea familiilor sinistrate din nordul
Moldovei, ôn urma inundaòiilor din luna iulie 2008.

Banii primiòi din partea eparhiei ônalpreasfinòiei

Voastre, ala¨turi de cei primiòi de la alòi donatori sunt
utilizaòi pentru acoperirea cheltuielilor efectuate pentru
construcòia a 10 case pentru tot ata[tea familii sinistrate
din localitatea Ra¨da¨uòi-Prut, jud. Botosçani. Aceste case
sunt locuite de beneficiarii loc ônca¨ din luna decembrie
2008.

Totodata¨, va¨ transmitem ura¨ri de bine, spor ôn pace
sçi binecuva[ntare ôn toata¨ lucrarea, ôntru slava lui
Dumnezeu.

+Teofan, Mitropolitul Moldovei sçi Bucovinei
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ön secòiunea de limba¨ engleza¨ veòi ga¨si un articol intitulat
||The Twelve Apostles\\ (Cei 12 Apostoli) care povestesçte
experienòa a unui grup de credinciosçi ai Catedralei Sf.
Gheorghe din Regina, Saskatchewan care ômpreuna¨ cu
Preotul Paroh, Pa¨rintele Cosmin Sicoe au participat pentru
o sa¨pta¨ma[na¨ de lucru ôn cadrul Programului numit ||Project
Mexico\\. Acest articol mi-a amintit faptul ca¨ de patru ani
ama[n scrierea un articol despre acest program ||Project
Mexico\\ sçi experienòa tra¨ita¨ acolo.

Am aflat despre ||Project Mexico\\ sçi Orfelinatul Sf.
Inochentie prin lucrarea lui Dumnezeu, acum noua¨ ani pe
vremea ca[nd lucram ca secretar al Cancelariei Episcopiei
Ortodoxe Roma[ne din America la Vatra Roma[neasca¨. Una
din responsabilita¨òile mele era sa¨ triez corespondenòa. La
Cancelaria Episcopiei se primesc ôntr-o zi obisçnuita¨ zeci
de scrisori. Printre aceste scrisori ôntr-o zi am dat de
brosçura intitulata¨ ||Project Mexico and St. Innocent Or-
phanage Newsletter\\. Am scos frumos brosçura din plic sçi
am pus-o ômpreuna¨ cu cealalta¨ corespondenòa¨ pe masa
Arhiepiscopului Nathaniel, iar plicul l-am aruncat la cosçul
de ha[rtii. A doua zi, Arhiepiscopul a ba¨tut la usça oficiului
ôn care ma¨ ga¨seam> ||Pa¨rinte Anton, ômpreuna¨ cu brosçura
asta era sçi un plic pentru donaòii. Unde este=\\ m-a ôntrebat
Vla¨dicul. ||ön cosçul de aruncat ha[rtii\\, am ra¨spuns jenat de
situaòie. Iar Arhiepiscopul s-a ôndreptat spre cosçul de aruncat
ha[rtii, a ca¨utat ca[t a ca¨utat sçi a descoperit plicul cu pricina.
Am ra¨mas surprins de faptul ca¨ din zecile de solicita¨ri
pentru donaòii de la diferite organizaòii cresçtine sçi umanitare,
Vla¨dicul Nathaniel era ata[t de interesat de Project Mexico,
ônca[t a ca¨utat prin gunoi ca sa¨ ga¨seasca¨ plicul pentru a
face o donaòie.

Acest lucru m-a fa¨cut curios. Asça am ônceput sa¨ ma¨
interesez ce este Project Mexico. Astfel am aflat ca¨ acest
proiect este o iniòiativa¨ a lui Gregory Yova, fiul vrednicului
de pomenire Paul Yova, diacon sçi unul dintre liderii
Episcopiei noastre. ön 1988, Gregory a ônceput construirea
de case pentru oamenii sa¨raci din Mexico, din zona orasçului
Tijuana. ön 1990, Greg a ônceput sa¨ lucreze cu autorita¨òile
mexicane ôn vederea stabilirii unui orfelinat pentru ba¨ieòi
sçi aceasta iniòiativa¨ s-a transformat ôn Orfelinatul Sf.
Inochentie, care s-a deschis ôn 1996. Din acel moment
Orfelinatul a devenit sediul Project Mexico, locul unde
grupurile de voluntari ma¨na[nca¨, dorm, se roaga¨ s çi
convieòuiesc cu ba¨ieòii din orfelinat.

Am aflat mai apoi ca¨ Pa¨rintele Josef Morris, organiza
grupuri de voluntari din Parohia Sf. ömpa¨raòi Constantin sçi
Elena din Indianapolis, participa[nd la acest program.

ön toamna lui 2004, dupa¨ Conferinòa clerului s-a oferit
o excursie de o zi, de informare pentru clericii care doreau
sa¨ viziteze Orfelinatul. Au participat atunci ala¨turi de önalt
Prea Sfinòitul Nathaniel, Prea Cucernicii Pa¨rinòi Laurence
Lazar, Cornel Avramescu, Ian Pac-Urar, Eugen Rosçu,
subsemnatul sçi Preoteasa Gabriela Rosçu. Am vizitat atunci
Orfelinatul, ne-am rugat ôn Paraclisul Orfelinatului ala¨turi
de ba¨ieòii orfani pentru sa¨na¨tatea lui Gregory Yova. Aveam
sa¨ aflu cu acest prilej de influenòa pe care a avut-o pa¨rintele
Laurence Lazar ca preot paroh asupra lui Gregory Yova pe
vremea ca[nd Greg era adolescent (teenager). Apoi cu toòii
am vizitat o casa¨ aflata¨ ôn construcòie sçi am discutat cu un
grup de cresçtini ortodocsçi americani care lucrau la

construcòie. Am fost ata[t de impresionat de cele va¨zute,
ônca[t am decis sa¨ ma¨ ôntorc ôn cadrul unui grup organizat.

Ca[teva luni mai ta[rziu, ôn luna aprilie, ôn timpul Postului
Mare, am fost binecuva[ntat de Dumnezeu sa¨ fac parte
dintr-un grup alca¨tuit din önalt Prea Sfinòitul Arhiepiscop
Nathaniel, Pa¨rintele Ian Pac-Urar ômpreuna¨ cu Preoteasa
Mary-Lynn, Alexandra sçi Michael Pac-Urar, Michelle sçi
Jennifer Yates de la Parohia ||önta[mpinarea Domnului\\
din Fairlawn, OH, Victor Frunza¨, Amanda Moore sçi Marian
Rosçu de la Parohia ||Buna Vestire\\ din Grand Rapids, MI.

Ca sçi grupul Pa¨rintelui Sicoe sçi noi am fost impresionaòi
de devotamentul sçi dedicaòia coordonatorilor Proiectului
Mexico, Mike and Katherine Applegate. ön cadrul primei
ônta[lniri, ei ne-au spus ca¨ majoritatea celor care participa¨
ôn acest program pleaca¨ schimbaòi, cu o noua¨ viziune
asupra lumii, dupa¨ o sa¨pta¨ma[na¨ de lucru ôn cadrul acestui
program.

Mulòi se vor ôntreba> - Ce mare scofala¨ sa¨ construiesçti o
casa¨ ôn Mexic= Din fotografiile ala¨turate se poate observa
ce sa¨ra¨cie crunta¨ este dincolo de graniòa cu Statele Unite<
dincolo de San Diego se afla¨ Tijuana, unde sute de mii de
oameni tra¨iesc ôn ada¨posturi improvizate din usçi de garaj
vechi, cartoane sçi gunoaie. Neava[nd un acoperisç stabil,
improvizaòia care ôi òine locul zboara¨ la primul va[nt mai
puternic, iar ploaia transforma¨ stra¨zile din pa¨ma[nt ôn
adeva¨rate albii de ra[uri sçi frigul din timpul iernii ucide zeci
de copii. Casele construite ôn cadrul programului Project
Mexico, ar trece drept magazii ôn America, ava[nd dimensiuni
modeste> 10 feets (3m) la¨òime pe 20 de feets (6m) lungime,
2 geamuri sçi o usça¨, o podea din ciment, un acoperisç de
lemn ôntr-o singura¨ panta¨, cu rol de carton afaltat, fa¨ra¨
electricitate sçi fa¨ra¨ canalizare sau apa¨. Sçi totusçi, aceste
case reprezinta¨ adeva¨rate palate pentru cei care nu au
nimic. Familiile care primesc aceste case sunt selectate ôn
urma unui program coordonat de preoòii sçi liderii locali.

Voluntarii la program participa¨ material cu o suma¨ de
bani pentru cumpa¨rarea materialelor sçi fizic prin munca
lor. Ei dorm ôn case ca acelea pe care le construiesc, fa¨ra¨
electricitate, fa¨ra¨ apa¨ curenta¨, fa¨ra¨ canalizare. Condiòii
igienice sunt oferite de un grup sanitar comun situat ôn
apropierea caselor pentru participanòii la Project Mexico
pe terenul Orfelinatului Sf. Inochentie. Programul unei
sa¨pta¨ma[ni consta¨ ôn ruga¨ciunea de dimineaòa¨, apoi 12-20
minute de reflexie, micul dejun sçi apoi lucru fie la orfelinat,
fie la construirea unei case, cu pauza de pra[nz, apoi slujba
de seara¨, cina, jocuri cu ba¨ieòii de la orfelinat sçi discuòii ôn
comun. Construirea unei case are mai multe etape> turnarea
cimentului, ridicarea pereòilor din lemn, a acoperisçului, a
exteriorul din carton asfaltat pe care mai apoi se fixeaza¨ o
plasa¨ de sa[rma¨ pe care se pune stucco (un fel de mortar).
Doua¨ ferestre sçi o usça¨ ôntregesc aceasta¨ casa¨. Partea finala¨
este sçi cea mai emoòionanta¨> sfinòirea casei. Cu acest prilej,
familiei respective i se ônma[neaza¨ cheia de la casa¨, o
Biblie sçi o icoana¨.

Programul grupului nostru a constat din lucru la orfelinat
(va¨ruirea buca¨ta¨riei sçi a sa¨lii de mese pe dinafara¨, ônlocuirea
jgheaburilor, nivelarea terenului, repararea gardului sçi a
usçilor) sçi din aplicarea de stucco la o casa¨ construita¨ deja.
De asemenea, am avut ocazia sa¨ ne socializa¨m cu ba¨ieòii
de la Orfelinat sçi cu familia Rivera la casa ca¨rora am
lucrat. Am vizitat camerele ôn care tra¨iesc sçi sa¨lile ôn care
studiaza¨ sçi daca¨ aveòi cumva ôn minte imaginea orfelinatelor

PROIECTUL MEXICO
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Cuviosul Iosif s-a na¨scut ôn Sicilia din pa¨rinòi cresçtini,
primind ôn copila¨rie o temeinica¨ educaòie religioasa¨. Din
cauza na¨va¨lirii barbarilor, familia sa a trebuit sa¨ fuga¨ ôn
Peloponis. Dupa¨ un timp Iosif a intrat ôntr-o ma[na¨stire din
Tesalonic, unde, ca¨luga¨rindu-se a dus o viaòa¨ exemplara¨,
ôn post sçi ruga¨ciune, cu ascultare sçi studiu intens. Pentru
calita¨òile lui deosebite a fost hirotonit preot. Cuviosul
Grigorie Decapolitul, vizita[nd odata¨ ma[na¨stirea a fost ata[t
de impresionat de Cuviosul Iosif ônca[t a cerut permisiunea
sa¨-l ia cu da[nsul ôn Bizanò pentru a-l ajuta ôn combaterea
ereziilor. Ajunsçi ôn Bizanò, Grigorie Decapolitul sçi Cuviosul
Iosif, umblau printre credinciosçi, ônta¨rindu-i ôn credinòa
lor sçi da[ndu-le curaj sa¨ se opuna¨ prigonitorilor de icoane.
ön acea vreme ômpa¨ratul Leon Armeanul da¨duse ordin sa¨
se scoata¨ icoanele din biserici sçi sa¨ fie distruse, iar apa¨ra¨torii
icoanelor sa¨ fie chinuiòi. Sçi pentru ca¨ mulòi credinciosçi
fugeau sa¨ scape de persecuòie erau pla¨tiòi ta[lhari ca sa¨-i
prinda¨ pe fugari pe drum sçi sa¨-i aduca¨ ônapoi la judecata¨
nedreapta¨ sçi chin. Cuviosul Iosif a fost trimis la Papa Leon
al III-lea, sa¨-i spuna¨ despre prigoane sçi sa¨-i ceara¨ ajutor,
dar pe drum corabia a fost atacata¨ de ta[lhari sçi ca¨la¨torii au
fost dusçi ôn Creta sçi aruncaòi ôn ônchisoarea unde erau
chinuiòi dreptcredinciosçii cresçtini. ön ônchisoare, prin
cuvintele sale, Cuviosul Iosif ôi ônta¨rea pe cei ônchisçi
ajuta[ndu-i sa¨-sçi poarte mai usçor chinurile sçi martirajul.
Dupa 6 ani, ôn noaptea de Cra¨ciun, dupa¨ ce se rugase, i-a
apa¨rut Sfa[ntul Nicolae sçi l-a anunòat ca¨ ômpa¨ratul Leon
Armeanul a murit, iar Iosif va trebui sa¨ mearga¨ ôn
Constantinopol pentu ca, cu darul Sfa[ntului Duh, sa¨-i
ajute pe dreptcredinciosçi. Sfa[ntul i-a dat lui Iosif o bucata¨
de ha[rtie sçi i-a spus sa¨ o ma¨na[nce. Pe ha[rtie scria> ||Gra¨besçte
, ôndurate, sçi Te sa[rguiesçte ca un milostiv spre ajutorul
nostru, ca¨ poòi daca¨ voiesçti\\ (Vieòile Sfinòilor pe Aprilie).
Ma[nca[nd el ha[rtia, sçi dupa¨ porunca¨, ca[nta[nd cuvintele, i s-
au dezlegat lanòurile, usça pusçca¨riei s-a deschis singura¨, sçi
s-a simòit purtat prin aer pa[na¨ la intrarea ôn Constantinopol.
Dupa¨ un timp a zidit ôn afara Constantinopolului o biserica¨
cu hramul ||Sfa[ntul Nicolae\\ apoi a ôntemeiat tot acolo sçi
o ma¨na¨stire.

Obòina[nd nisçte moasçte ale Sfa[ntului Apostol Vartolomeu,
Cuviosul Iosif a vrut sa¨ faca¨ nisçte ca[ntece bisericesçti
acestui sfa[nt, dar nesçtiind daca¨ se cuvine sa¨ faca¨ aceasta
s-a rugat la Dumnezeu sa¨-l lumineze daca¨ sa¨ scrie sau nu
sçi sa¨-i dea ônòelepciune sa¨ compuna¨ bine. Iar dupa¨ 40 de
zile de post sçi ruga¨ciune, i-a apa¨rut ôn altar Sfa[ntul Apostol
Vartolomeu sçi puna[ndu-i Evanghelia pe piept i-a spus>
||Sa¨ te binecuvinteze dreapta Atotputernicului Dumnezeu
sçi sa¨ izvorasca¨ de pe limba ta ceresçti ape ale ônòelepciunii,
faca¨-se inima ta scaun al Sfa[ntului Duh, iar ca[nta¨rile tale
sa¨ ôndulceasca¨ toata¨ lumea!\\ (Vieòile Sfinòilor pe Aprilie).
De atunci Cuviosul Iosif a compus mulòime de minunate
ca[ntece religioase. Cuviosul Iosif a mai avut de suferit pe
vremea ômpa¨ratului Teofil, prigonitorul de icoane, care l-
a trimis ôn exil . Dupa¨ moartea lui Teofil, Cuviosul Iosif
a fost adus ônapoi de ômpa¨ra¨teasa Teodora, dar dupa¨ un
timp a fost din nou trimis ôn exil de Varda, fratele
ômpa¨ra¨tesei, a ca¨rui imoralitate o critica. Dupa¨ moartea lui
Varda, venind ômpa¨rat Vasile Macedon, Iosif s-a ôntors ôn

Constantinopol, unde, dupa¨ un timp s-a ômbolna¨vit sçi a
murit. Un om drept, a va¨zut cerul deschiza[ndu-se sçi Sfa[nta
Fecioara¨ Maria cu cetele sfinòilor sçi ôngerii venind sa¨
ônta[mpine sufletul Cuviosului Iosif. Sçi multe minuni s-au
fa¨cut cu ajutorul Cuviosului Iosif.

Cuviosul Iosif se sa¨rba¨toresçte pe 4 Aprilie ôn fiecare an.
öntreba¨ri pentru pa¨rinòi>
- Cuviosul Iosif a suferit mult lupta[nd pentru apa¨rarea

icoanelor. Care este atitudinea familiei noastre faòa¨ de
icoane= Au copiii ôn camera lor o icoana ôn faòa ca¨reia
sa¨-sçi spuna¨ ruga¨ciunile= Nu cumva ôn locul icoanei, ôn
camera copilului se afla¨ fotografii care zbuciuma¨ mintea
sçi murda¨resc sufletul copilului cu imagini care ôi sta[rnesc
tot felul de ga[nduri necurate= Au copiii tot timpul cu ei
o iconiòa¨ sau o cruce= ômi spunea o femeie care avea
copiii deja mari> ||Le-am cerut copiilor portofelul sa¨ ma¨
uit ôn el. Aveau ôna¨untru tot felul de legitimaòii sçi atunci
le-am pus sçi ca[te o iconiòa¨ cu Maica Domnului. Ei au
za[mbit miraòi dar cu ônòelegere, iar eu m-am simòit mai
linisçtita¨ sa¨-i las sa¨ plece prin orasçele ôndepa¨rtate pe
unde ôi purta sçcoala sau serviciul. Dupa¨ un timp unele
legitimaòii s-au schimbat, au mai apa¨rut altele, dar iconiòa
a ra¨mas tot timpul acolo.\\

- Pe ha[rtia data¨ Cuviosului Iosif de ca¨tre Sf. Nicolae
scria> ||Gra¨besçte, ôndurate, sçi Te sa[rguiesçte ca un Milostiv
spre ajutorul nostru, ca¨ poòi daca¨ voiesçti\\. Ne-am ga[ndit
noi bine la ônòelesul acestor cuvinte= ôi cerem noi ajutorul
lui Dumnezeu ca[nd suntem la necaz sau ne baza¨m
numai pe puterile noastre sçi nereusçind nimic, dispera¨m
sau ne ducem la ghicitori sçi vra¨jitori= Credem noi cu
toata¨ ta¨ria ca¨ Dumnezeu are puterea sa¨ ne ajute= ôn
acelasçi timp ônòelegem ca¨ Dumnezeu sçtie mai bine ce e
bun pentru noi sçi ca¨ uneori trecem prin ôncerca¨ri spre
binele nostru sçi ca¨ Dumnezeu nu ne da¨ mai mult deca[t
putem duce sçi daca¨ ne da¨ o ôncercare ne da¨ sçi puterea
de a trece prin ea=

- Ca[nd i s-a dat Cuviosului Iosif darul sçi ônòelepciunea de
a face ca[nta¨ri, inima lui trebuia sa¨ devina¨ ||scaun al
Duhului Sfa[nt\\ adica¨ tot ce scria sçi compunea trebuia
sa¨ fie inspirat de Sfa[ntul Duh. De asemenea, ca[nta¨rile
sale trebuiau ||sa¨ ôndulceasca¨ toata¨ lumea\\. Oare ce fel
de muzica¨ asculta¨ copiii nosçtri> muzica¨ inspirata¨ de
Duhul Sfa[nt care aduce pace, linisçte sçi ||ôndulcesçte toata¨
lumea\\, sau muzica¨ violenta¨, care aduce tristeòe ôn suflet,
singura¨tate, dezna¨dejde, ura¨, revolta¨, ata[òarea instinctelor
animalice= Oare ce fel de muzica¨ asculta¨m noi, pa¨rinòii=
Oare ce fel de filme intra¨ ôn casa noastra¨= Oare ce fel
de ca¨ròi sçi ce fel de reviste se citesc ôn casa noastra¨=
Oare ce fel de discuòii se poarta¨ ôn casa noastra¨= Englezii
au o vorba¨> ||garbage in, garbage out\\ (gunoi intra¨,
gunoi iese). Adica¨, daca¨ noi punem gunoi ôn mintea
copilului nostru, tot gunoi o sa¨ iasa¨ din mintea lui.
Deci, ne-am stra¨duit noi sa¨-i ôndrepta¨m pe copiii nosçtri
spre muzica¨ sçi arta¨ de calitate superioara¨ care ôi ônclina¨
spre lucruri bune=

- Daca¨ fiii sau fiicele noastre au talent la muzica¨, pictura¨,
poezie etc. am ôncercat sa¨-i ôndruma¨m sa¨-sçi puna¨ talentul

EDUCAREA CRESçTINÄ A FAMILIEI

Cuviosul Iosif Melodul, Fa¨ca¨torul de Canoane - 4 Aprilie
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Educarea ... Cont. de la pag. 23
ôn slujba lui Dumnezeu, lucra¨rile lor de arta¨ aduca[nd
iubire sçi ônòelegere ôntre oameni sau i-am ôncurajat sa¨
aleaga¨ o cale mai rapida¨ a succesului, renunòa[nd la
orice morala¨, aduca[nd ura¨ ôntre oameni sçi ôncuraja[nd
viciile= Noi, daca¨ avem un talent ne da¨m seama de
marea ra¨spundere pe care o avem ôn faòa lui Dumnezeu
de modul cum ne folosim talentul= Daca¨ avem copii
talentaòi, i-am ajutat sa¨ ônòeleaga¨ importanòa influenòei
operelor lor de arta ¨ asupra semenilor lor s çi
responsabilita¨òile ce rezulta¨ din aceasta=
Fie ca Dumnezeu sa¨ ne dea ta¨ria de a ne face datoria asça

cum se cuvine.
Maica Preoteasa¨
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La fel, pe cei doi care mergeau spre Emaus, cei doi

ca¨la¨tori, au fost mustraòi de Domnul Hristos care le-a zis>
||O, nepricepuòilor, sçi cu inima za¨bavnici a crede-n toate
ca[te-au spus profeòii\\(Lc.24,25).

Deci , iubiòi credinciosçi, e foarte ômportant lucrul acesta,
ca¨ noi zicem despre Sfa[ntul Apostol Toma ca¨ a fost
necredincios. E chiar vorba aceasta> ™™Toma
necredinciosul££,dar toòi au fost necredinciosçi ôntr-un fel,
sau pa[na¨ la un moment dat toòi au fost necredinciosçi, pa[na¨
s-au ônta[lnit cu Domnul Hristos, pa[na¨ Domnul Hristos a
ra[nduit sa¨ fie ôncredinòaòi de ônvierea Lui, toòi au fost
necredinciosçi. Deci, nu numai Toma e necredinciosul, se
poate zice ca¨ s çi Petru e necredinciosul s çi ceilalòi
ucenici.Oricare dintre ei au fost ôntr-un fel necredinciosçi
ôn ônvierea Domnului Hristos. De ce= Pentru ca¨ sçtiòi cum
se spune despre ônvierea Domnului Hristos ca¨ este= ||Cea
mai presus de lume ônviere a lui Dumnezeu\\. Cum sa¨
poòi ônòelege cu ma¨suri pa¨ma[ntesçti, cu ma¨suri omenesçti,
lucrurile mai presus de lume, lucrurile cele ceresçti= Nu se
poate deca[t prin puterea lui Dumnezeu.

Sa¨ ne ajute Dumnezeu prin puterea Sa sa¨ ônòelegem
tainele credinòei sçi ale ônvierii. Acum la ceas de mare
Praznic va¨ doresc tuturor bucurie sçi lumina¨ ôn suflete.
Domnul Hristos cel ônviat sa¨ aduca¨ tuturor iertarea, buna¨tatea
sçi speranòa de care toòi avem nevoie. Sfintele Pasçti sa¨ fie
pentru fiecare dintre noi un ôndemn spre ômpa¨care sçi unitate
ôn Duhul credinòei noastre stra¨mosçesçti.

önchei cu poezia ||RUGAËCIUNE\\ de Monahia Teodosia
Zoriòa Laòcu.

RUGAËCIUNE
Doamne, ônca¨ sa¨ nu-mi dai
Frumuseòile din rai
Sçi ônca¨ nu-mi da¨rui al slavei bucurii
Nu ma¨-ndemn ônca¨ sa¨-òi cer
Fericirile din cer
Pa[na¨ ca[nd prin lume-òi duci
Tu povara Sfintei Cruci
Pa[na¨ ca[nd ônsa[ngerat
Sçi lovit sçi ônspinat
Treci pe calea cu dureri
Fericire cum sa¨-òi cer=
Da¨-mi Sta¨pa[ne Crucea Ta
Sçi ma¨-nvaòa¨ a o purta
Sçi ôn inima¨ cu jale
Da¨-mi durerea Maicii Tale

din Roma[nia, va¨ asigur ca¨ standardele pe care le au asigurate
acesçti copii nu sunt cu nimic mai prejos deca[t cele din
Statele Unite.

Sigur, va¨ ôntrebaòi ce a putut sa¨ faca¨ un episcop ôn
cadrul Proiectului Mexico= Desçi era ra ¨cit bocna¨,
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a lucrat cot la cot cu toòi ceilalòi,
a dormit ônvelit ôn sac de dormit ôn baraca¨ ca sçi noi
(singurul ||avantaj\\ a fost ca¨ a dormit singur ôntr-o baraca¨
sçi nu a trebuit sa¨ suporte ca mine sfora¨itul Pa¨rintelui Pac-
Urar) sçi a môncat tortilla cu fasole ca toòi ceilalòi. öntr-un
singur loc ôòi da¨deai seama ca¨ este episcop> ôn paraclisul
orfelinatului. De-a lungul timpului am va¨zut nenuma¨raòi
ierarhi slujind, predica[nd sau discuta [nd. Pa[na ¨ la
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel n-am va¨zut niciunul lucra[nd
manual. (Aveam sa¨-l va¨d mai apoi sçi pe Prea Sfinòitul
Irineu ga¨tind pentru copiii de la taba¨ra de vara¨ de la Vatra
ôn memoria mamei sçi a bunicii sale.) Ma¨rturisesc ca¨ am
fost impresionat.

Impresionaòi am fost ônsa¨ cu toòii de ceea ce ne-a oferit
Project Mexico sçi Orfelinatul Sf. Inochentie. Noi am crezut
ca¨ venim sa¨ da¨ruim ceva sçi ôn schimb am constatat ca[t de
mult ni s-a oferit noua¨. Ceea ce a realizat Gregory Yova
cu Project Mexico sçi Orfelinatul Sf. Inochentie ra¨ma[ne un
exemplu sçi un model de urmat de ca¨tre toòi cresçtinii.

Pr. Anton Frunza¨
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Sçi ôn piept cu fra[ngere
Da¨-mi a Maicii pla[ngere
Da¨-mi Sta¨pa[ne sa¨-òi sa¨rut
Urma pasçilor ôn lut.
Sçi mai da¨-mi cu sa[rg s-alerg
Ta¨lpile sa¨ òi le sçterg
Cu iubirea mea duioasa¨
Ca femeia pa¨ca¨toasa¨.
Sa¨rba¨tori fericite sçi binecuva[ntate tuturor.

HRISTOS A INVIAT.
Cu pa¨rintesçti binecuva[nta¨ri .

+ IRINEU Episcop Vicar.


