
THE
HERALD

JACKSON, MI

MAR/APR
2012
VOL.

LXXVII,
Nos. 3-4



2 SOLIA MAR/APR 2012PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA

SOLIA — THE HERALD (ISSN 0038-1039)
is published bi-monthly for $15.00 per year:
United States, $20.00 per year: Canada, and
$25.00 per year in other countries by The Ro-
manian Orthodox Episcopate of America, 2535
Grey Tower Road, Jackson, MI 49201-9120.
Periodicals postage paid at Jackson, Michigan,
and additional offices. Phone: (517) 522-3656,
Fax: (517) 522-5907. E-mail: solia@roea.org.
Internet: http://www.roea.org.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
SOLIA — THE HERALD, P.O. Box 185,
Grass Lake, MI 49240-0185, U.S.A.

Articles and news published in SOLIA
do not necessarily reflect the views or
the endorsement of the Romanian Or-
thodox Episcopate of America.

CHAIRMAN:
Most Rev. Archbishop

Nathaniel Popp

VICE-CHAIRMAN:
Right Rev. Bishop Irineu Duvlea

ENGLISH EDITOR / SECRETARY:
Archdeacon David Oancea

ROMANIAN EDITOR:
Rev. Fr. Anton Frunza ¨

STAFF:
Hieromonk Calinic Berger Ph.D.

V. Rev. Dr. Remus Grama
Hdcn. Sebastian Dumitrascu

Mr. Mark Chestnut
Mr. Richard C. Grabowski

CONTENTS
English Section

Resurrection Pastoral Letter 2012,
His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel ................ 3, 6

Urban Mission 2012 – June 20-24, 2012,
St. Raphael Church, Detroit MI .......................... 4-5

Coptic Pope Shenouda III Falls Asleep
in the Lord ................................................................ 5

Embracing the Crucible, Psa. Janene Wey ............ 7-8
Camp Vatra 2012 ......................................................... 8
ARFORA Congress Convocation ................................ 8
The New Life of the Resurrection:

Our Hope at Pascha,
Rev. Hieromonk Calinic (Berger) .................... 9, 14

From Egypt to North Korea, An Unlikely
Minority Suffers a Plague of Persecution,
David Aikman (Commentary Magazine) . 10-12, 14

Hierarchal Schedule .............................................13-14
In Memory of Preoteasa Eleonora Lazar ..........15, 16
Financial Report ........................................................ 16

Romanian Section

Scrisoare Pastorala¨ la Sf. Pasçti 2012,
I.P.S. Arhiepiscop NATHANIEL .......................... 17-18

Cuva[nt de Suflet la Sfintele Pasçti 2012,
+ IRINEU, Episcop Vicar .............................. 19-20

öntreba¨ri sçi Ra¨spunsuri,
Pr. Dr. Dumitru Ichim ..........................................20

Pa¨rintele Roman Braga la Va[rsta Patriarhilor,
Pr. Anton Frunza¨ ........................................... 21, 24

Spovedania sçi Cercetarea la¨untrica¨,
Fragment din Pelerinul rus ............................ 22-23

Ierpurasçul de Pasçte,
Dumitru Ichim .......................................................24

Nedumerire de Pasçte,
Dumitru Ichim .......................................................24

Nimicnicie,
Florica Baòu Ichim ................................................24

COVER> Icon of The Resurrection from Stavroni-

kita Monastery, Holy Mount Athos, Greece by

Theophanes the Cretan (1546).

CHRIST IS RISEN!

TRULY HE IS RISEN!

HRISTOS A öNVIAT!

ADEVAËRAT A

öNVIAT!



PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICASOLIA MAR/APR 2012 3

+ NATHANIEL
By the Mercy of God, Archbishop of Detroit and the Romanian Episcopate

To our beloved clergy, monastics and pious faithful of our God-protected Episcopate:
Grace, mercy and peace from God, and from us our fatherly love and hierarchal blessing.

Christ is risen!

 “…the gospel will save you only if you keep believing exactly what I preached to you—believing anything
else will not lead to anything. Well, then, in the first place, I taught you what I had been taught myself,
namely that Christ died for our sins, in accordance with the scriptures; that he was buried; and that he
was raised to life on the third day, in accordance with the scriptures; that he appeared first to Cephas
(Peter) and secondly to the Twelve. Next he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at the same time,
most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep; then he appeared to James and then to of
all the apostles; and last of all he appeared to me too…” (1 Cor. 15:2-8).

Dearly Beloved in Christ,
What immense joy fills our hearts this glorious day as we join Cephas-Peter, the Twelve, the Five-Hundred,

James, all the Apostles, Paul and all faithful Orthodox Christians who through the ages by their lives bear
witness to this truth, that Christ Jesus our Lord and God and Savior is risen from the dead. It is the greatest
of our joys, because he assumed our fallen human nature, renewed it and raised it to a position of glory at the
right-hand of the Father! From this place of honor, he extends to all humanity to partake of this redeemed and
new human nature in which we shall exist without end in the age yet to come.

Saint John the Theologian reminds us that Christ died for our sins, precisely for us! “…But if anyone should
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, who is just; he is the sacrifice that takes our sins away,
and not only ours, but the whole world’s” (1 Jn. 2:1-2). Having taken away the sin of the world, and thus
destroying the sting or fear of Death, he has redeemed our personal lives, and thus we must preach this to the
“whole world” so that it too may thank God for his love for all humanity. This love for all humanity is the
over-throwing of sin and thus the destruction of Death itself and the gift of eternal life in Christ.

Most likely, Saint Paul wrote this Letter to the Corinthians sometime near Pascha of the year 57 A.D. The
new community in Corinth was struggling against the pressures of the pagan Greek society in which they lived
which was non-receptive to believe in a savior who was crucified on a cross, but was proclaimed to now be
alive again. Who had ever heard of such a thing?

Paul’s reminder to the new believers is absolutely clear: Christ the Savior was seen alive by a multitude
of the same individuals after he had been seen dead on the cross by most of them. They had heard the news
in the City of Jerusalem that the Messiah had died on the cross; that he was taken down in the sight of the
Roman soldiers and given over to burial by some disciples by a decree of Pontius Pilate himself (Matt. 27:45-
60). This the Corinthians did believe, but they needed to strengthen their lives on this faith in the Good News,
the Gospel, even if they had received it from Paul himself, because the society in which they lived was not
receptive to the Gospel and they waivered in their new faith in the Messiah Lord because of the disbelieving
society around them. “Look to yourselves, that you may not lose what you have worked for, but may win a
full reward,” exhorts St. John the Evangelist (2 Jn. 8).

St. John the Golden-mouth reminds us that Christ our Lord died a genuine human death, a death not because
of sin but only the death of the body; and his burial and resurrection was of the same body (Homilies on Paul
to the Corinthians 38.4). Saint Peter writes: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his
great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead…” (1 Peter 1:3). Commenting on this Epistle, St. Clement of Alexandria says: “If God first generated
us out of matter, the Father of our Lord later regenerated us into a better life” (Adumbrations).

As a young child needs parental attention and love, it also at times needs discipline; so the infant
community in Corinth needed Paul’s attention as do we today. His is a staunch reminder that: “believing
anything else will not lead to anything” (1 Corinthians 15:2). This is what St. John Chrysostom states in his
homilies on this Epistle: the Corinthians did not need to learn something new; they had to be reminded of what
was already in their hearts, to be exhorted to live it. Christ himself reminded the disciples after his resurrec-
tion: “This is what I said while I was still with you that everything written about me in the Law of Moses, in
the Prophets and in the Psalms, has to be fulfilled. He then opened their minds to understand the scriptures,
and he said to them, ‘So you see how it is written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from
the dead’…” (Luke 24:44-45).

(Cont. on page 6)

RESURRECTION PASTORAL LETTER 2012
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Our Orthodox Christian mission field “…and who
is my neighbor?”

For years, many of our youth have traveled to or-
phanages in Mexico or Central America, and many
places throughout the world, and we as the greater
Orthodox community have donated funds to the Inter-
national Orthodox Christian Charities as a tangible
witness of our faith through the works of mercy.

And closer to home, it’s no secret that the recent
economic downturn has devastated urban centers such
as the Detroit, Michigan, area. Two of the largest
employers were reorganized in bankruptcy filings.
Thousands have been laid off, devastating the economy
of metro Detroit. These circumstances bring with them
dire conditions of the body and spirit as well.

An Orthodox Christian urban mission setting
In contrast to many of our suburban Orthodox par-

ish neighbors, St. Raphael of Brooklyn Orthodox
Church is located in an urban setting. Nestled in a
retreat center on ten verdant acres of land, the small
parish is situated on the western edge of Detroit. Our
activities with the YMCA charter school next door
and the local neighborhood association have intro-
duced us to the plight of an entire neighborhood, the
1000 homes surrounding the parish known as the Castle
Rouge Association.

As an Orthodox Christian community, we perceive
our “parish” to extend throughout the entire neighbor-
hood, in that when one of us falls, we all fall. We have
become increasingly aware that many in our immedi-
ate neighborhood, longtime homeowners, are on the
“precipice,” just a few paychecks away from
homelessness.  The parish is part of a greater commu-
nity. Next door to our retreat center is the Detroit
Leadership Academy, which serves many of the neigh-
borhood families. The school develops leadership skills
and character-building tools otherwise inaccessible to
these children, offering life-changing opportunity to
many. This includes a program to help educate young
parents in basic home-economic skills. The children
are also learning the art of urban gardening. The St.
Raphael parish is actively partnering with these pro-
grams, “adopting” needy families, providing ongoing
food and clothing through our center, even hosting a
neighborhood Thanksgiving meal. We offer the valu-
able resources of discreet legal and financial guidance

for those who request it as well.
We are striving to be good neighbors. Although

few of our parishioners live in the immediate neigh-
borhood, we take an active role in the Castle Rouge
Neighborhood Association. We are blessed to be a
part of a group truly making a difference, steadily
swimming upstream, reversing the currents of decline
right here in Detroit! By the grace of God, we are all
growing steadily together in synergy with our neigh-
bors.

Join us for a hands-on Urban Mission retreat for
high school, college, and adult Orthodox Chris-
tians and catechumens.

The faithful will stay in the historic St. Andrew
Center (23300 W. Davison St., Detroit MI 48223)
and pray and worship together, share meals, and fel-
lowship. We will receive practical instruction in the
Church’s mission and ministries for those in need, and
work together on some projects in the neighborhood.
Many of our youth and adults hunger to experience
missionary work firsthand, but only a small portion
are able to go abroad. While there is important work
to be done here as well as overseas, our suburban
parishes find little direct exposure to our urban and
rural poor and to the homeless. Located in Detroit, the
annual St. Raphael of Brooklyn URBAN MISSION
week provides an opportunity to not only learn about
missions in an Orthodox Christian context but to par-
ticipate in outreach here in our own back yard.

Registration: $50.00 per person (non-refundable,
due by May 15, 2012). Mission Cost: $150.00 per
person, in addition to registration (due by May 31,
2012). Scholarships and parish sponsorships may be
available.  Fees include lodging and meals (four nights
and five days). Each registered missionary will re-
ceive a resource packet, which includes necessary
forms and documents, and materials to help promote
the mission in your parish. Any additional donations
missionaries raise (beyond individual registration and
mission cost) will go directly toward the mission’s
inner-city projects for the week.

Please contact your host Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. Paul
Albert, for further information and registration
materials (fr.paul@bex.net 419-944-3995). We will
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also provide additional resources on our parish website
to help you inform your parish about this ongoing
opportunity for ministry.

Tentative Schedule
Wednesday June 20, 2012
5:00–7:00 pm Arrival, registration, lodging

assignment, reception room
7:30 pm Snacks, fellowship
10:00 pm Compline

Thursday June 21, 2012
6:00 am Matins, Hours (Confession available)
8:00 am Breakfast
9:00 am 1st Presentation: Urban Ministry
10:30 am Work/ministry projects
12:30 pm Lunch
1:30 pm Work/ministry projects
4:30 pm Clean-up
5:00 pm Vespers/ Protomartyr Alban of England
6:00 pm Dinner & fellowship
7:00 pm 2nd Presentation: Urban Ministry
9-11:00 pm Free time/gathering room for

fellowship
11:00 pm Compline

Friday June 22, 2012
6:00 am Matins, Hours (Confession available)
8:00 am Breakfast
9:00 am 3rd Presentation: Urban Ministry
10:30 am Work/ministry projects
12:30 pm Lunch
1:30 pm Work/ministry projects
4:30 pm Clean-up
5:00 pm Vespers/ Vladimir Icon of the Mother

of God
6:00 pm Dinner & fellowship
7:00 pm 4th presentation: (open to the public)

Paul Abernathy (FOCUS Urban
Mission in Pittsburgh, PA)
Kathryn Saclarides (Violence Pre-
vention in Little Village, Chicago,
awarded Chicago’s “Most Outstand-
ing Community Strategy of the Year”)

9-10:00 pm Q & A with presenters
10-11:00 pm Gathering room for fellowship
11:00 pm Compline

Saturday June 23, 2012
6:00 am Matins, Hours
8:00 am Breakfast
9 am-4:00 pm Work/ministry projects, with on-site

break for lunch
4:00 pm Rest, quiet time
5:00 pm Great Vespers/Nativity of St. John the

Forerunner
6:00 pm Dinner & wrap-up
8:00 pm Bonfire & fellowship
11:00 pm Compline

Sunday June 24, 2012
8:30 am Matins, Hours
10:00 am Divine Liturgy with the parish family

of St. Raphael of Brooklyn
12 Noon Lunch/fellowship
1:30 pm Departure

Visit us online at: http://www.
straphaeldetroit.org/urbanmission2012.html.

A graduate of Cairo University and the Coptic Or-
thodox Seminary, he became a monk after entering
the Monastery of the Ever-Virgin Mary the Theotokos,
where he was ordained to the priesthood. He was later
consecrated General Bishop for Christian Education
and Dean of the Coptic Orthodox Theological Semi-
nary, whereupon he was given the name Shenouda.

Pope Shenouda presided over a worldwide expan-
sion of the Coptic Orthodox Church in recent time,
due primarily to emmigration. He appointed the first
Coptic bishops to serve his Church’s North American
dioceses, which number an estimated 200 parishes in
the US, 23 in Canada, and one in Mexico, and the first
bishops in Australia and South America.

At home, he faced turbulent times, and at one point
had been placed under house arrest in a monastery.

Shenouda was well known as a man of prayer and
asceticism, as reflected in his many writings.

May Pope Shenouda’s memory be eternal.
From the website of The Orthodox Church in America

(oca.org), March 19, 2012.

COPTIC POPE
SHENOUDA III FALLS
ASLEEP IN THE LORD

Pope Shenouda

[Cairo, Egypt] Fu-
neral services for His
Holiness, Coptic Pope
Shenouda III, who fell
asleep in the Lord after
a lengthy illness on Sat-
urday, March 17, 2012,
were celebrated on
March 20 in Cairo’s
main Coptic cathedral.

The 117th Pope of
the Coptic Orthodox
Church and head of its
Holy Synod, Pope
Shenouda was born
August 3, 1923. He pre-
sided over the Coptic
Church since his elec-
tion on November 14,
1971.
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Cont. from page 3
What is it that must be believed exactly as he (Paul) had preached to them? That Christ crucified was raised

to life on the third day and appeared to the multitude. We are here reminded that this event, this death and
resurrection, took place a mere generation before. It is St. Paul himself who knew many of those who
themselves were eyewitnesses to the resurrection, just as he himself was a personal witness by Christ’s
appearance to him. The Apostle appeals to both what was orally taught and what he later wrote. In
Orthodoxy, these two traditions are one and the same: oral tradition and written tradition; tradition, meaning
that which is given over to others by word of mouth and by written word. Before Scripture was written, the
Gospel was spoken or preached.

In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul invites them: “Thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads
us in triumph, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. For we are the
aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, to one a
fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life.” (2 Corinthians 2:14). We, too, are
the ones who “spread the fragrance,” the joy as it were, of the knowledge of Christ everywhere in our own
society.

St. Cyril of Jerusalem sees this list cited by Paul of those to whom Christ appeared to be unbiased. He says:
“ If you do not believe in one witness, then believe in the twelve, and if you don’t believe in twelve, then
believe in five hundred. Then, he says, there is James the Brother of the Lord, the first Bishop of Jerusalem
whom you may say is “biased,” but what about Paul, who himself says: He appeared to me who was his
enemy the persecutor of his body, the believers” (Catechesis 14:22).

Dearly Beloved, like the Corinthians, we live in an un-believing society, an agnostic and atheistic society.
There are even those who at one time believed that Jesus is the Christ of God “…who came into the world
to save sinners…” (1 Timothy 1:15); that he died on the cross in his flesh to kill the power of sin which is
death; that this same body, born of the Holy Virgin Mary, was removed from the wood of the cross which
is the new tree of life, was prepared for burial with myrrh and spices and laid in a new tomb.

Thus far, society is yet willing to consider; but that Jesus was raised up to live again, that he appeared to
others, that in forty days he opened their minds to those scriptures written before his time and enlightened
them as to how he fulfilled them; and, that he was taken up in a transfigured body as witnessed by his
disciples. These events, society does not want to accept. It does not want to accept, because it means a change
from a heart of stone to a heart of flesh and repentance, of love for God and neighbor. It means a faith in
the love of God for humanity, a love which is unfathomable to those whose own hearts are yet not open to
the “Only Lover of Mankind.”

St. John Chrysostom, that great orator, thus encourages us: “We ought to live for Christ not just because
we belong to him, not just because he died for us, and not just because he rose again on our behalf. We ought
to live for him, because we have been made into something different. We now have a new life” (Homilies
on Paul to the Corinthians 11.4).

Like the Corinthians who knew the teaching of the Good News, the Gospel, we too, need to be reminded
of it, be strengthened in it and live our lives in it, just as St. John Chrysostom exhorts us (Homilies on St.
Paul to the Corinthians 38.2). St. Cyril of Jerusalem in his Catechetical Lectures explains what is our new
life: “Now the life that is really and truly life is God the Father, the fount of life, who pours out his heavenly
gifts upon all his creatures through the Son and in the Holy Spirit; and the blessings of eternal life are
faithfully promised even to us men, through his love for us. There must be no incredulity about the possibility
of that. For we ought to believe, because our minds should be set on his power, not on our feebleness. For
anything is possible with God, and that our eternal life is both possible and to be looked forward to by
us…and Paul says: ‘and so we shall be ever with the Lord...’ means the same thing as eternal life”
(Catechetical Lectures 18:29).

Therefore, the exhortation of Saint Paul to the Corinthians is also of the utmost importance to us: “…keep
believing what was preached to us…”, and to read what is “in accordance with the scriptures,” that is,
according to what was preached and written down, that Christ did rise, that Christ did ascend, that Christ is
alive and shall come again. At that time, we too shall rise, and we shall ascend, and we shall continue our
existence in a life yet to come.

Christ is risen! Truly he is risen!
Accept our fatherly love and archpastoral blessings on those near and those far away.

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop
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tually experience it and live it (and I still don’t do it
well).

So many times in our belief that God is good, we
expect everything that He allows to come our way to be
good as well – at least good according to our own
definitions and perceptions. We do not expect the mis-
fortunes and heartaches, both deserved and undeserved,
that inevitably confront us. And many times, we have
the attitude that we will resume our spiritual journey
once we get beyond the present crisis... which means
that looking for God in the present crisis is not part of
the equation. Perhaps we are so aware that the present
crisis is a consequence of our own sinful actions, that
we think, “since I got myself into this mess, I must
focus all my energies on getting myself out of it.” We
forget about looking to God, to His being able to meet
us and guide us in it and out of it. Or, perhaps we are
so caught up in “accepting” the present hardship or
crisis (usually because we have no choice), that we
have forgotten how to “embrace” it. And by “embrac-
ing” the crucible, I mean welcoming hardship and the

EMBRACING THE CRUCIBLE

A crucible is defined as a vessel made of a material
which does not melt easily, often clay. The main pur-
pose of the crucible is to “keep the ore in the area
where the heat is concentrated to separate it from im-
purities before shaping.”

The three young men in the Old Testament, Hananiah,
Azariah, and Mishael, found themselves in the crucible
when they were thrown into the furnace by the Chaldean
king Nebuchadnezzar, because of their refusal to bow
down to his gods (Dan 3). And in their crucible,  they
were not destroyed, but were shaped, refined, and pu-
rified. They chose to bless God and were preserved and
visited by a fourth person,
the Angel of the Lord, “one
like unto the Son of God,”
in the fire, and their lips
extolled and praised the
goodness of God. In the
Church, we remember and
venerate these three young
men (at every Matins ser-
vice in the seventh and
eighth odes of the canon)
as shining examples to
those of us who choose
purification and godliness
in the midst of the crucible
of our lives. I have been
contemplating this truth for
months. But it has not been
until recently that I have
had to confront how to ac-

by
Psa. Janene Wey

crisis as a means by which we may meet God and take
another step along that spiritual journey toward heal-
ing and communion with Him.

When things are going smoothly, it is easy to love
God and choose Him in the moment; but when times
are difficult, we spend most of our time and energy
trying to figure out how to make things better (or else
go away), and very little or no time at all choosing God
and contemplating how the present difficult circum-
stances can strengthen our love for and reliance on
God. It is easy to pray and enjoy the presence of God
when we have “no needs.” Conversely, it is extremely

ing quietly, waiting to be chosen. And we are encour-
aged to choose in every moment, not just to endure the
circumstances in which we find ourselves (because
endure them we must), but to embrace them, to wel-
come them, knowing that by inviting God into the
moment – into our crucible – we allow the present
hardships to refine us and strengthen us to endure all
that comes our way. In choosing Him and embracing
the crucible, we put ourselves at the mercy of our God,
whose love is outrageous and knows no bounds; He is
ever ready to bind up and heal our brokenness, if we
would but ask. There is no circumstance in this life
which is outside His ability to transform. But it is
important to understand and realize that this transfor-
mation begins in our own hearts. Our “crucible” may
never be rectified or “fixed” to our satisfaction, but our
ability to deal with it and embrace it for our good and
our healing, can be realized. In choosing Him, we are
able to embrace the hardships of life which come our
way, either deserved or undeserved; and in choosing to

difficult to make a con-
scious decision to choose
God in the moment when
we are anxious or upset.
We tend to be a society of
“boot-strappers”: “I got
myself into this mess and
I’ll have to find my way
out of it.” It is only when
we find ourselves at the end
of our rope, without hope
of enduring or being able
to “fix” anything, that we
turn to God, and then many
times in desperation, as a
last resort. But God stands
ready at every moment and
in every circumstance —
in every crucible; standing
not in judgment, but stand-

Cont. on page 8
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In conformity with Article II, Section 2 of the
By-Laws, we hereby convoke the

64th Annual A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop
Lucy Pop Deborah Moga
President Secretary

June 1 - 3, 2012

Hosted by:
St. George Romanian Orthodox Church,
144 30th St NW, Canton, OH 44709-3102;

Phone: 330-492-4592.

Schedule of Events

Friday, June 1
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm Executive Board Meeting

(St. George Church Parish
Library)

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm Registration/ Reception for
Clergy, Preotese, Delegates,
Past Presidents
(St. George Social Center)

Saturday, June 2
8:00 am – 9:00 am Registration for Delegates and

Breakfast
(St. George Social Center)

9:00 am – 1:00 pm Congress Session Begins
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Lunch
2:00 pm – 4:30 pm Congress Reconvenes
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm Parastas & Great Vespers

Photographs in Church
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm Dinner
8:00 pm – 10:00 pm Romanian Program &

Festivities

Sunday, June 3
 8:30 am Matins
 9:45 am Entrance/Vesting Hierarch
10:00 am Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
12:30 pm Brunch and Farewell

Hotel:  Comfort Inn Canton, 5345 Broadmoor Circle
NW, Canton OH 44709, Phone: 330-492-1331. Res-
ervations: Mention St. George Romanian Orthodox
Church to receive special discounted rate of $85 plus
tax per night. Please make reservations no later than
May 16, 2012.

A.R.F.O.R.A.
CONGRESS

CONVOCATION

CAMP VATRA 2012

Camp Vatra is an opportunity for youth to make
friends, have fun and strengthen their Orthodox
Christian faith, through field trips, sports, music,
arts and crafts, campfires and much more.  Our
dedicated Orthodox staff, clergy and counselors,
will lead the camp in its activities, morning and
evening prayers and instruction in Orthodox Chris-
tian teachings and life.

CAMP VATRA FOR SENIORS
WHO: Students entering 9th-12th grades in

Fall, 2012
WHEN: Sunday, July 8 – Saturday, July 14

(1 Week)
FEE: $250 (Includes all meals, lodging,

programs and activities.)
Please make checks payable to:

R.O.E.A.–Camp Vatra

CAMP VATRA FOR JUNIORS
WHO: Children ages 11-13 years
WHEN: Sunday, July 22 – Saturday, August 4

(2 Weeks)
FEE: $350 (Includes all meals, lodging,

programs and activities.)
Please make checks payable to:

R.O.E.A.–Camp Vatra

Information and Applications for Campers,
Counselors and Staff are available on-line at:

www.roea.org/summercamps.html

encounter God in them, we are able to become more
fully who we were created to be: persons created by
our God, whose love is boundless and beyond our
comprehension, whose desire it is to be chosen, and
who chooses us and brings us into communion with
Him. Then like the youths, we will sing:

“Bless the Lord, O holy ones and humble of heart,
sing a hymn to Him, and exalt Him beyond measure
unto the ages; for He delivered us from Hades and
saved us from the hand of death. He rescued us from the
midst of the burning fiery furnace and saved us from
the midst of the fire.  Give thanks to the Lord, for He
is good, for His mercy endures forever” (Dan 3:87-89).

Embracing the Crucible
Cont. from page 7
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Cont. on page 14

THE NEW LIFE OF THE RESURRECTION:
OUR HOPE AT PASCHA

through Himself He was to create the old Adam anew
and keep him new forever, since He is able to com-
pletely dispel the process of growing old.” The great
joy of being renewed will be the joy of those on earth,
the Saints, who will partake of this newness from
Christ in the Resurrection.

But there is a different aspect of this newness which
we can partake of even now. Truly, our renewal will
involve a complete transformation of our bodies, but
not in their fallen, passionate state (1 Cor 15:44).
More than this, there will be a renewal of the soul.
This will involve a complete remission of sins and all
that is associated with our failures, our inadequacies,
and even our omissions. “God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain; for the former things are passed
away” (Rev 21:4). All the things in our lives that we
wish we could take back, all the decisions we might
second guess, things the devil brings before our minds
and says: “Look, you can’t undo this, you can’t be
young again and live it over, it’s now too late, you
messed it up permanently: you have failed” – all such
thoughts will be smashed and thrown into the lake of
fire (Rev 20:14). When we contemplate what the
Resurrection means, we see a whole new life, a whole
new beginning, a whole new world. All this is pos-
sible only through Jesus Christ.

Where there is no Resurrection, there is only this
life, there is only the ego, there is ultimately only the
nihilism and absurdity of the grave, and every type of
unbalanced thought and action. Man lives trapped and
limited by his earthly life and its missed possibilities.

On the Eve of Pascha, the Church sings that “those
in the graves shall come forth, all those on earth shall
greatly rejoice.” This indeed is a great mystery, a
prophetic vision of the hymnographer of the universal
joy of the Saints, finding themselves renewed and
resurrected in the culmination of the work of Christ
on the Last Day. In the Resurrection,
a person will be young again, re-
turned to that stage in life when adult-
hood is reached, and the world has a
horizon of infinite possibilities. The
Saints shall be young not just for a
moment, but for eternity. This is an
image of Christ. As St. Gregory
Palamas put it: “He was rightly called
the New Adam, for He was youthful
and strong, never growing old. In and

forever” (Heb 6:20). In His resurrected state, Jesus
now shares with us the divine forgiveness of us all for
which He prayed on the Cross (“Father, forgive them”).
As High Priest, He gives us the possibility of sacrific-
ing ourselves with Him. This we do in our hearts and
in the totality of our lives, by taking up the Cross (Lk
9:23) and proving our love for Him by keeping His
commandments (Jn 14:15). We also do this at the
Divine Liturgy, where we are all offered to God with
the Lamb on the diskos. By partaking of His sacrificed
and glorified Body and Blood, and being filled with
His Spirit, we receive back from the Eucharist much
more than we offered in it. But without our offering
and our sacrifice of ourselves, this is not possible.
Without the Cross, there is no Resurrection; this is
true for Christ, and it is true for Christians.

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the great hope
and the great challenge to all believers. Always, there
will be that “some doubted” (Mt 28:17). The Resur-
rected Christ must be sought and even then He is not
automatically recognized, as the Gospel clearly shows
with Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:15), Luke and Cleopas
(Lk 24:31), and even Peter and John at the Sea of
Tiberius (Jn 21:12). Only the pure in heart shall see
God (Mt 5:8). The renewed humanity of Jesus is de-
cisively transformed, uninhibited by material things
(such as doors, Lk 24:36), and yet clearly material and
human (Lk 24:42). It is at once immanent and tran-
scendent, touchable and yet only seen by eyes of faith.
The same is true for the Eucharist. As Dionysius the
Areopagite puts it, the Mystery of Jesus’ Resurrection
“remains hidden after His manifestation, or more accu-

live for God and for others, and not
simply or exclusively for oneself.
Only Jesus sacrificed Himself com-
pletely and perfectly to God, holding
nothing back, and this He did alone –
without us, but rather for us, and even
abandoned by us. This He did once,
on Golgotha. However, in His resur-
rected state, Jesus continues in this
spiritual disposition of total sacrifice
to the Father. He is a “High Priest

In the worst case, he even divests others to gain for
himself, knowing he is limited by time.

This is not the case where the light of the Resurrec-
tion shines. But only one man gives the Resurrection:
Jesus Christ. Where Jesus Christ is, there is an eternal
perspective which gives freedom and the ability to

by
Hieromonk Calinic (Berger)
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IN OCTOBER 2011, when the so-called Arab Spring
took a dark turn in Cairo, Egypt, the social media and
smartphone technologies that had aided protesters in
their fight for freedom captured new and dangerous
developments. On video-hosting websites such as
YouTube, one can see footage of the Muslim mobs that
began throwing rocks at Coptic Christians on October
8. These young Copts had been protesting the burning
of a Coptic church in Aswan and the failure of the
Egyptian authorities to respond satisfactorily. Frustrated
with the traditional Coptic adoption of
a dhimmi (subordinate religion) status toward Egypt’s
Muslim majority, the young Copts defiantly left Coptic
sections of Cairo to march through Muslim neighbor-
hoods.

After the first rocks were thrown, the army came in
to suppress the demonstration and ran down protesters
with large military vehicles. Twenty-five Copts were
killed, making this the largest mass killing of Chris-
tians that Egypt had seen in many years.

But this incident is about more than the Arab Spring
turning into an antidemocratic winter. It is an example
of the worldwide plague—growing in frequency and
brutality—of the persecution of Christians. A Pew Fo-
rum study in 2011 estimated that Christians are perse-
cuted, either by government or hostile social forces, in
an incredible 131 of the world’s 193 countries, and they
constitute 70 percent of the world’s population. The
World Evangelical Alliance believes that 200 million
Christians are being singled out for persecution at any
one time. At a 2011 Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) conference in Lithuania
on the topic of Christian persecution, one delegate es-
timated that approximately 105,000 Christians lose their
lives every year for their faith—a figure that translates
into approximately one Christian killed every five min-
utes.

Compounding the problem is an unmistakable
countertrend of inaction on the part of those, particu-
larly in the West, who have the power to decrease or
halt the persecution. There are several interrelated rea-
sons for this inaction. Between the universal perception
of a strong and dominant Christianity, over-cautious-
ness about the appearance of Islamophobia, a rising
discomfort with Christian evangelism, and an ideologi-
cally rigid U.S. presidential administration, little is being
done to effectively address the problem of Christians
being persecuted worldwide.

FROM EGYPT TO NORTH KOREA,
AN UNLIKELY MINORITY SUFFERS A

PLAGUE OF PERSECUTION

Certainly, whatever the reason for the West’s toler-
ance of anti-Christian violence, it’s not lack of evi-
dence. A search on YouTube of “Christian persecution”
will yield, at random, footage documenting the behead-
ing of a Korean Christian, Kim Sun-il, by a gang of
Muslim militants in Iraq; churches, businesses, and
homes burned in Orissa, India; a pastor in South Sudan
whose hands were burned to stumps when a mob that
had torched his church forced him back inside it; the
rampage of a Muslim mob against a Christian village in
Ethiopia; the beating and torture of house-church Chris-
tian leaders in China; the imprisonment of 235 Chris-
tians from 35 cities in six months in Iran. Imprison-
ments, beatings, tortures, rapes, forced conversions (al-
most always to Islam), and murders are narrated or
documented from Morocco to Pakistan, from North
Korea to Indonesia.

Reports by groups that track such incidents corrobo-
rate the plethora of online documentation. The May
2011 report by the Congressional Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom describes in detail many of
the gruesome anti-Christian crimes that can be seen on
Internet videos, and then puts them into political and
cultural context. The Christian organization Open Doors,
which issues an annual listing of the worst-offender
countries when it comes to the deprivation of religious
freedom, puts North Korea as number one. Closely
following are Iran, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Soma-
lia, the Maldives, Yemen, Iraq, Uzbekistan, Laos, and
Pakistan. Also in the top 50 are Muslim-majority lands
such as Libya, Syria, Oman, Egypt, Kuwait, and the
Palestinian Authority and the dwindling handful of
Communist states such as Vietnam, Cuba, and of course
China.

The crisis is so bad in North Korea, according to
Open Doors, that it is literally in a category by itself.
The organization classifies countries into five catego-
ries. North Korea is the only one in the worst: “Severe
Persecution.” The Hermit Kingdom’s “score,” calcu-
lated by allotting points based on the organization’s
own questionnaire, is nearly 25 points higher than sec-
ond-place Iran. “The situation in North Korea during
this reporting period remains horrific,” the report states,
claiming that “Christians do not have even the right to
exist, according to the government.” Details of the ways
these Christians have suffered are little known, thanks
to North Korea’s self-imposed isolation and success in
making Christianity look as though it has disappeared

by David Aikman (Commentary Magazine)
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from its land. As a result, its Christians are left invis-
ible, voiceless, nonexistent.

Since the first State Department Religious Freedom
report was issued in 2001, the list of “countries of
particular concern”—the official term for those thug-
gish states where the persecution of Christians and
other religious minorities is particularly harsh—has
remained remarkably constant. It includes many of the
top offenders found on Open Doors’s listing and others
as well: Burma, Malaysia, India, and Indonesia, to name
but a fraction of them.

TO GET A BETTER SENSE of what this global
persecution amounts to collectively, it’s worth examin-
ing its manifestations in an array of offending coun-
tries. The 2011 State Department Religious Freedom
report offers a revealing distillation of the problem as it
exists in Saudi Arabia. There, one al-Qaeda-linked Is-
lamic gang of murderers went on a rampage against
personnel of a Western (probably petroleum) company.
“We began to comb the site looking for infidels,” crows
one gang member. ‘We found Filipino Christians. We
cut their throats and dedicated them to our brothers the
mujahideen in the Philippines. We found Hindu engi-
neers and cut their throats, too, Allah be praised. That
same day, we purged Muhammad’s land of many Chris-
tians and polytheists.” After this orgy of murder, the
group decided to cap the day’s events with a Koran
study.

The problem in Saudi Arabia is not confined to citi-
zen perpetrators. The State Department report points
out that “freedom of religion is neither recognized nor
protected under Saudi Law and is severely restricted in
practice.’ The Saudi government also fails to define
“private religious worship for all.” It permits its reli-
gious police, called the Commission for the Promotion
of Virtue and Prevention of Vice (also known as
the mutawwa), as well as personnel from the Ministry
of the Interior to raid with impunity entirely private,
non-Muslim religious gatherings. Almost all of these
are Christian. In response to complaints about the steady
drumbeat of anti-Christian propagandizing by official
Saudi media outlets, the Saudi regime has said that its
clerics condemn terrorism, even as statements on Saudi
national television continue to call for the killing of
Jews and Christians and the ultimate takeover of the
United States by Islamic forces.

Iranian persecution of innocents is almost constantly
in the news. Even so, official Iranian treatment of Chris-
tians has not shocked the world’s conscience as it should.
Aside from China, Iran probably has the fastest-grow-
ing Christian house-church community in the world.
Recently the Iranian regime received attention for sen-
tencing to death a Muslim convert to Christianity, Yousef
Nadarkhani. The 32-year old man had been the pastor
of a group of Iranians, most of whom were converts
from Shia Islam. In response to international objec-
tions, the Iranian Supreme Court has denied that
Nadarkhani’s death sentence had been confirmed. But

there is little reason to believe this one convert will be
spared, as death is almost always the official punish-
ment for any Muslim who abandons his faith to follow
another religion.

With Americans having spent 10 years in a war
against radical Islam, the Islamist mode of anti-infidel
persecution is rather well known. But the story of mal-
treatment of Christians at the hands of non-Muslim
regimes deserves a much wider hearing than it has
gotten. To this end, it’s worth considering the Chinese
problem in some detail.

China, under its current Communist Party General
Secretary, Hu Jintao, has initiated not only the most
vicious crackdown on dissent since the days after
Tiananmen Square in 1989, but also a concentrated
effort to bring the country’s burgeoning Christian popu-
lation under state control. Estimates of the number of
China’s Christians hover at around 80 million—some
unofficial estimates by Communist officials put the
figure at 125 million, nearly 10 percent of the popula-
tion. The problem for China’s Communist Party is that
it doesn’t control this 10 percent. The State Administra-
tion for Religious Affairs, which is authorized by the
Communist Party, has complete authority over China’s
various religions. A subordinate umbrella organization
for Protestants, the Three-Self Patriotic Movement
(TSPM)—for Catholics the equivalent is the Catholic
Patriotic Association—admits that the number of Chris-
tians who attend its officially approved churches amounts
to 20 to 30 million. So where are the rest of them? The
other 50 to 75 million Chinese Christians belong to
house churches, which are not registered with the gov-
ernment because their members don’t want to answer to
the Communist Party. “Jesus Christ is the head of the
church, not the Communist Party” is a typical refrain.
Yet, according to TSPM gobbledygook, house churches
don’t exist. TSPM officials claim that there is no such
thing as a “house church.”

But Beijing officials have known for a long time that
house churches do exist, and that they can be a source
of headache for those trying to maintain party rule. One
Beijing house church, the Shouwang (“watchtower”),
composed largely of the capital’s upscale profession-
als, had been steadily growing since the 1990s. When it
reached the apparently magic figure of about 1,000,
however, it suddenly found itself unable to rent space
from any commercial landlord. Hoping to get around
the restriction, the church bought one story of a com-
mercial office building, only to be denied possession of
the keys. It has operated in limbo since last April, when
its members tried to assemble in a public space near the
building they had purchased.

Dozens were detained at the time, and hundreds more
were detained over the next weeks and months. Early in
December 2011, the church bravely announced its 35th
outdoor meeting and told the story of yet more deten-
tions.

Cont. on page 12
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Individual Chinese Christians have suffered far worse
than well-placed bureaucratic stumbling blocks, as the
case of Gao Zhisheng demonstrates. Gao, a prominent
Christian human-rights lawyer, endured the first of sev-
eral “disappearances” in 2006, during which time he
was repeatedly tortured (toothpicks to his testicles was
one favorite practice of the secret police) at unidenti-
fied locations. He is but one of many Chinese individu-
als targeted for their Christian faith. In typical Orwellian
fashion, in January 2010, a Chinese foreign-ministry
spokesman said he didn’t know where Gao was, but
that he was “where he should be.”

It is important to note that the rise in incidents of
persecution is occurring not only in countries that at-
tempt to implement strict Islamic law or autocratic rule,
but also in countries that we consider largely free. In
democratic India, which by self-description has a secu-
lar system of government, one militant Hindu group,
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, recently held a rally de-
manding a change to the Indian constitution that would
legalize the killing of Christian evangelists and of Hin-
dus who convert to Christianity. In places with so many
other ethnic and sectarian tensions, the plight of Chris-
tians is drowned out.

IN THE FACE of this pronounced blight, the State
Department affirms earnestly that the administration of
President Obama is unflagging in its efforts to draw
attention in public and in diplomatic communications
to the issue of religious persecution. It cites Obama’s
own words: “Let us pledge our constant support to all
who struggle against religious oppression and rededi-
cate ourselves to fostering peace with those whose be-
liefs differ from our own,” he said in a proclamation
from the White House on International Religious Free-
dom Day, January 15, 2010. “My administration will
continue to oppose growing trends in many parts of the
world to restrict religious expression. Faith can bring
us closer to one another, and our freedom to practice
our faith and follow our consciences is central to our
ability to live in harmony. But other evidence suggests
that the president is not inclined to go very far down
any policy path that would make good on these procla-
mations.

Decisions and appointments illuminate the president’s
priorities in this regard. Obama’s appointee to the po-
sition of ambassador-at-large for international religious
freedom, Suzan Johnson Cook, confirmed in her posi-
tion in 2011, has absolutely no documented experience
whatsoever in religious-freedom issues. George W.
Bush’s appointee to the same position, John Hanford,
had worked for years on religious-freedom issues on
the staff of Senator Richard Lugar, gaining hands-on
experience in how to cozen foreign governments into
releasing from prison Christian leaders they had ar-
rested.

It is little surprise that when President Bush made his

first official visit to China in 2002, he emphasized the
societal importance of religious freedom during one of
his early public speeches to students of Beijing’s elite
Tsinghua University. He also made a visit to one of
China’s officially permitted churches, against the ad-
vice of some State Department officials. Later, a mem-
ber of an official American delegation to China was
told by then ambassador Sandy Randt that one of the
first questions the president asked was about the state
of religious freedom in China. Obama’s first visit to
China, in November 2009, was largely a Beijing-man-
aged affair, during which he acknowledged human free-
doms with only a brief and broad obligatory statement.

IT IS OBVIOUS ENOUGH that American support,
official and private, for the religious freedom of Chris-
tians around the world ought to be automatic, but vari-
ous factors are working to undermine this obligation.
First, there is the accepted understanding that Chris-
tianity, the largest religion in the world, with about 2.1
billion followers, has won the global popularity contest
among religions. Much of the West’s dominant civili-
zation, moreover, has evolved from Christian institu-
tions or movements. Numerical minorities and cultural
underdogs tend to attract the most sympathy instead.
The cause of persecuted Christians undoubtedly sounds
like satire to those not familiar with the facts.

Second, some in the United States, especially in the
cosmopolitan precincts of the media and academe, show
evidence of a bias against evangelical Christians. Of
the world’s great religions, none are so frequently a
target of America’s biting comedians, satirists, and
straight commentators as the much-maligned
evangelicals. One need only recall the recent vitriolic
uproar caused by nothing more scandalous than the
winning streak of NFL quarterback Tim Tebow to grasp
this point. This domestic bias translates into indiffer-
ence to the sufferings of Christians in other countries.

Third, the same influential Western figures who think
little of slighting evangelicals go to great lengths to
avoid offending Muslims. This complicates efforts to
criticize persecution of Christians carried out in the
name of Islam. The developments of the Arab Spring
have proved a further difficulty, as America threw its
support behind the Muslim masses that are now turning
from liberation forces into anti-infidel mobs. As John
Eibner, Director of Christian Solidarity International
USA, has put it, even Christian leaders are confused by
how to frame the issue without being tarred as
“Islamophobic” and are “uncertain how to relate the
issue of Christian persecution to the strategic goals of
U.S. foreign policy.”

Last, the robust defense of freedoms abroad—reli-
gious or otherwise—is not one of Obama’s fundamen-
tal concerns. Yes, he does support such freedoms and
has at times spoken eloquently in their defense, but he
has not shown much interest in initiating forward-lean-
ing policies as did his predecessor, George W. Bush.

Cont. on page 14
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HIERARCHAL SCHEDULE
cension Mission. Baptism of Irina Nicoleta, daughter
of Fr. Paul C. & Psa. Raluca Stoleru.

August 6. Grass Lake, MI. St. Mary Chapel. Hi-
erarchal Divine Liturgy for the Feast of Transfigura-
tion of the Lord.

August 7. Detroit, MI. Holy Ascension Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 13-15. Dallas, TX. St. Mary Church.
Evening: Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel. Monday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 17-18. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe-
dral. Evening: Wake Service for Psa. Eleonora Lazar.
Thursday: Funeral Service concelebrated with Arch-
bishop Nathaniel. Afternoon: Grass Lake, MI. St.
Mary Cemetery. Burial Sevice.

August 20-21. Oregon City, OR. Attended Camp
with the children from Descent of the Holy Spirit Par-
ish. Evening: Portland, OR. St. Mary Church. Lam-
entations service. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 22-24. Goldendale, WA. Attended Camp
with the children from St. Mary’s Parish.

August 27. Lansing, IL. New St. George Church
(ROAA). Baptism of Sophia Maria Raicu.

August 28. Detroit, MI. Holy Ascension Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 29. Grass Lake, MI. St. Mary Chapel.
Akathist Service for St. John the Baptizer.

September 4.  Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter
& Paul. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

September 8. Grass Lake, MI. St. Mary Chapel.
Patronal Feast Day. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for the
Feast of Nativity of the Birthgiver of God, concelebrated
with Archbishop Nathaniel.

September 11. Alexandria, VA. Holy Cross. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy for Patronal Feast Day. 45th

Anniversary.
September 14. Grass Lake, MI. St. Mary Chapel.

Akathist for the Feast of Holy Cross.
September 17. Hollywood, FL. Holy Cross. Sat-

urday Evening: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy for Patronal Feast Day.

September 23. Lilburn, GA. Sts. Constantine and
Helen. Friday Evening: Holy Unction. Saturday
Evening: Blessing of Parish House. Sunday: Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy.

September 29 – October 2. Chicago, IL. St. Mary.
Thursday: Clergy Conference. Friday: Holiday Inn
Hotel, Skokie, IL: Episcopate Congress Meetings.
Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with
Archbishop Nathaniel and Archbishop Nicolae Condrea
(ROAA).

October 2. Detroit, MI. Holy Ascension Monas-
tery. Second Patronal Feast Day. Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy for the Protection of the Mother of God.
Evening: Vespers.

October 8-10. Detroit, MI. Holy Ascension Mon-

His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel
February 6 – March 18, 2012

February 9-13. Pomona, CA. St. Anne. Saturday:
Pastoral Visit to Holy Cross, San Diego CA (Parish
Council). Saturday Evening: Great Vespers at St. Anne.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for Parish’s
25th Anniversary. Meeting with members of Sts. Michael
& Gabriel Parish of Palm Springs, CA. Monday: Visit
to Moldovita and Holy Trinity (Los Angeles CA) prop-
erties.

February 14-21. Miramar, FL. Holy Trinity. Sat-
urday: Great Vespers. Reception. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Dinner.

February 25-26. Falls Church, VA. Protection of
the Mother of God. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Lit-
urgy. Ordination into Holy Diaconate of Gheorghe
Acsente.

March 3-13. Miramar, FL. Holy Trinity. Sunday,
March 4: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Sunday, March
11: Christ the Savior Cathedral (OCA). Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

March 16. Redford, MI.  St. Innocent Church
(Moscow Patriarchate). Presanctified Liturgy. Lunch.
Guest Speaker for Clergy Retreat.

March 17. Livonia, MI. Basilica of St. Mary
(Antiochian Archdiocese). Baptism of Josephine
Hwacinski. Afternoon: Visit to V. Rev. Fr. Leonte
Copacia Jr.

March 18. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Lunch. Evening: Vespers
with Detroit Metropolitan Clergy and Faithful.

His Grace, Bishop Irineu
July 3 – December 31, 2011

July 3. Frederick, CO. St. Dimitrie Mission. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

July 9. Grass Lake, MI. Chancery Office. Episco-
pate Council.

July 10. Jacksonville, FL. St. Anne Church. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy. Baptism of Eva Maria, daughter
of Fr. Stefan & Psa. Teodora Stoleru.

July 16. Terrebonne, QC. St. Panteleimon Mis-
sion. Vespers.

July 17. Anjou, QC. St. Elias Mission.  Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy for the Patronal Feast Day.

July 20. Detroit, MI. Holy Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

July 24. Elmhurst, NY. St. Mary. Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy. Afternoon: Marriage service for Joseph
& Jennifer Mihaela Clementi-Chiriac.

July 31. Montreal, QC. Holy Ascension Mission.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Afternoon: Pierrefonds,
QC. St. Mary Mission. Assisted at the Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Evening: Montreal, QC. Holy As- Cont. on page 14
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astery. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Evening:
Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Monday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

October 13-14. Detroit, MI. Holy Ascension Mon-
astery. Thursday Evening: Great Vespers. Friday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for the Feast of St. Parascheva
of Iasi.

October 15-16. Canton, OH. St. George. 100th

Anniversary. Saturday Evening: Assisted at the
Memorial Service and Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop
Nathaniel. Banquet.

October 22. Oakville, ON. Holy Confessors of
Transylvania Mission. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy and Ordination into Holy Priesthood of Dea-
con Gabriel Cristian Alexe. Afternoon: Banquet.

October 23. Aurora, ON. Holy Forty Martyrs of
Sebaste Mission. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

October 29-30. Easton, CT. St. Dimitrie. Satur-
day: Consecration of the Church and Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel
and Bishop Ioan-Casian Tunaru. Afternoon: Banquet.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with
Archbishop Nathaniel. Ordination into Holy Priest-
hood of Hierodeacon Iustin Stoian.

November 6. Chicago, IL. St. Mary. 100th Anni-
versary. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with
Archbishop Nathaniel. Afternoon: Banquet.

November 8. Clinton, MI. Holy Ascension Mon-
astery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for the Feast of Synaxis
of the Archangels Michael and Gabriel. First service
and opening of the new location of Holy Ascension
Monastery.

November 12. Anaheim, CA. St. Mary. Consecra-
tion of the Church and Hierarchal Divine Liturgy

concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel, Archbishop
Nicolae (ROAA), Bishop Benjamin (OCA), and Bishop
Petroniu (ROC/BOR). Afternoon: Banquet.

November 13. Palm Springs, CA. Holy Archan-
gels Michael and Gabriel. Patronal Feast Day. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

November 30. Galati, Romania. Archdiocesan
Cathedral. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated
with His Beatitude Patriarch Daniel and other Bishops
for the Feast of St. Andrew.

December 3-4. Talavera de la Reina, Spain. De-
scent of the Holy Spirit. Saturday Evening: Holy
Unction. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. After-
noon: Baptism of Maria Nicoleta Moreanu-Dumitrascu.

December 11.  Clinton, MI. Holy Ascension
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 25-26.  Clinton, MI. Holy Ascension
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 27.  Clinton, MI. Holy Ascension
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated
with Archbishop Nathaniel.

December 31. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe-
dral. Service of Thanksgiving for the New Year.

The New Life ... Cont. from page 9

Hierarchal Schedule Cont. from page 13

It is this last factor, the will and values of the Ameri-
can president, that is most important. It is the only one
that can change the situation in a day. The president can
decide to hold accountable offending regimes and par-
ties and play a much-needed role in setting the proper
tone by discussing the issue of religious persecution in
real, not fashionable, terms.

Sadly, it is also the factor that seems least likely to
change. Barack Obama has sought to reduce American
influence in the world. Central to the administration’s
preference for “leading from behind” is not only the
withdrawal of American troops from current conflicts,
but also the downplaying of American ideas and ideals.
The president at heart remains an academic, and West-
ern academia has committed itself to a near-total aban-
donment of the intellectual fields on which the real
battles for freedom are fought. And so, we disappoint
Christians at risk.

Until the West comes to terms with its responsibili-
ties in the protection of these people, there is one action
to which we in the free world have recourse. However
much it helps those being persecuted is a matter of
debate. But, still, we can pray.

Originally published in February 2012 in Commen-
tary Magazine.

DAVID AIKMAN is writer-in-residence and profes-
sor of history at Patrick Henry College. He worked for
23 years as a foreign correspondent for Time and was
bureau chief in Beijing, Jerusalem, and Berlin. He is
the author of ll books, including the forthcoming novel
Kidnapped in Gaza.

From Egypt ... Cont. from page 12

rately, precisely in its manifestation, and cannot be
explained or understood as it is in itself in any way,
but even when experienced remains ineffable, and
when comprehended, unknown” (Ep. 3).

The Resurrection is part of humanity’s renewed
and everlasting relationship with God. It is a great gift
and a great mystery, one which our Lord Jesus Christ
wishes to give to all of us. He offers us a foretaste of
this gift in Holy Communion and the celebration of
Holy Pascha. But we must do our part; and for this
reason, both require a preparation of sacrifice and
purification, a cross which precedes the foretaste of
the Resurrection. Let us all therefore keep these holy
days of Great Lent – the great gift and glory of Ortho-
doxy – and through fasting and confession prepare
ourselves to be renewed, even now, such that we may
live for God illumined in His power, His joy, and His
Spirit, through Jesus Christ.
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1932 graduate of Newton Falls (Ohio) High School
and, later, Warren Business College.

On July 1, 1939 she married the theological gradu-
ate Eugene Lazar of Youngstown, Ohio, who was
ordained as a priest three days later by Bishop Policarp
(Morusçca) at Vatra Roma[neasca¨. The Lazar’s were
blessed with two children, Eugenia (Dr Virgil) Tirmonia
of Canton, Ohio, and Archpriest Laurence (Preoteasa
Anita) Lazar of Detroit (Southfield), Michigan; six
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

Preoteasa and Fr Eugene, a most beloved priest of
the Romanian Episcopate who fell asleep in 1978,
served: St Stefan Church, South St Paul MN; Detroit’s
Holy Trinity Church; Descent of the Holy Ghost par-
ish, Gary IN; Presentation of Our Lord Church, Akron
OH; and, Holy Trinity parish, Youngstown OH. For a
time, Father was also Administrator of St Mary Church,
St Paul MN, and Chicago’s St Mary Church.

As St Paul wrote in his Letter to the Romans (12:6),
“We each have different gifts according to the grace
(God) gives us.” Thankfully, throughout Preoteasa’s
life, the grace given her became a gift for many oth-
ers.

She was part of that very small, dedicated genera-
tion of pioneers in parish religious education who
established our Saturday or Sunday Church Schools.
She adapted, translated or created the appropriate les-
sons for which Orthodox material (especially in En-
glish) was extremely rare. She taught the teachers and
the children in tiny church basements or whole school
buildings. For her efforts the Holy Synod of Bishops
expressed its appreciation in 1996.

With Father Eugene, she coordinated parish pro-
grams for children, teens and young married couples;

IN MEMORY OF
PREOTEASA ELEONORA LAZAR

Doamna Preoteasa Eleonora
Lazar peacefully fell asleep in the
Lord at the venerable age of 96
years, Monday, August 15, 2011
(feast of the Falling Asleep of the
Birthgiver of God and Ever-virgin
Mary) at the Manor of Farmington
Hills (Michigan) Nursing Center.
Services were held in Detroit at the
Romanian Orthodox Cathedral of
St George, August 17 and 18, with
burial at “St Mary Cemetery”, Vatra
Roma[neasca¨ (Grass Lake MI).

Born in Sharon, Pennsylvania on
November 7, 1914 to Ioan and Anna
Banceu, Orthodox emigrants from
Romania, Preoteasa had two sis-
ters, her twin Elizabeth, Victoria,
and a brother, Aurel. She was a

time, and in spite of being so petite, she was employed
by the county as a live-in counselor and monitor of
combative and, at times even dangerous juvenile de-
linquents.

In the 1950’s Archbishop Valerian (Trifa) chose
her to be the Director of Camp Vatra. Working with
him, and later with Archbishop Nathaniel, this be-
came her most beloved ministry for over 25 years. She
wrote the menus, ordered the food, taught classes,
served as the nurse, wiped away the tears and hugged
away the loneliness of many a child. Every summer,
she was the “little mother” of up to 70 campers, plus
their teachers and staff, who cherish wonderful memo-
ries of her.

For nearly a century, the unassuming Maica Preoteasa
Eleonora, whose demeanor was always that of lady,
committed herself to a life of sacrifice and service,
and proved to be a gift to the whole Church. As
another priest’s wife said of her, “I learned much from
her – patience, perseverance and unconditional love.
She taught me much by her example.” She was a
strong and holy helper of her priest and husband, his
“Scumpi” as he called her; a loving mother blessed to
see her children’s children; and, as Holy Scripture
says, “…a virtuous woman” who touched the lives of
many in the parishes and diocese, always giving thanks
to the Lord for the gifts given her, and urging others
– especially the children – to do the same in their
lives.

She rarely stood in the limelight, but certain of the
resurrection and the life to come she prayed for and
trusted in God’s promise of a radiant crown in Para-
dise.

organized Romanian cultural groups
and events and taught the language,
chaired banquets and bazaars, sang
in the choir, was often elected Presi-
dent of the Ladies Auxiliary, and
served on their national board
(A.R.F.O.R.A.).

In her private life, she gave an
example of charity, always sharing
what little the family may have had.
Beggars, who often came to the par-
ish house, never went away hungry
and never without hearing her say,
“God be with you”. She chaired Folk
Festivals of the International Insti-
tute; was a volunteer for the Inter-
national American Red Cross, and
counseled bereaved families as a
hospital volunteer. For a period of

Cont. on page 16
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EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS
M/M Viorel Predescu, Granada Hills, CA .......... $500.00
Daniel Miclau, Naples, FL..................................... $200.00
V Rev Fr Dan & Psa Alice Nenson,

Regina, SK ........................................................... $100.00
Bill & Virginia Murray, Regina, SK ................... $100.00
Deborah & Daniel Teodorescu, Arcadia, FL ..... $100.00
Alexa Ungurian, Oakbank, MB ............................ $100.00

GENERAL DONATIONS
St Mary, Elmhurst, NY ....................................... $1,500.00
Holy Transfiguration, West Hartford, CT ....... $1,240.00
Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL ................................. $1,000.00
Stephen & Katherine Miroy, Stafford, VA

(Camp Vatra) ....................................................... $800.00
St Dumitru, New York, NY

(Hierarch travel expenses) .................................. $500.00
Deacon/M Gheorghe Acsente, Kensington, MD

(Hierarch travel expenses) .................................. $300.00
Marian Varzoaba, Ypsilanti, MI

(Pascha Donation) ............................................... $200.00
St George Cathedral, Southfield, MI

(Camp Vatra Jr) ..................................................... $50.00
Marie Farca, Yardley, PA

(Museum Fund – IMO Valeria Costea) .............. $50.00
Dr Cristina Greulich, Troy, MI ............................. $40.00
Vasilichia Barba, Bridgeport, CT ........................... $20.00
Maria Hunciang, Center Line, MI ........................... $5.00
Ana Jonascu, Westland, MI ....................................... $5.00

MEMORIAM
Daniel Miclau, Naples, FL

(IMO Armand Scala) .......................................... $200.00
Alexa Ungurian, Oakbank, MB

(IMO wife Mary) .................................................. $50.00
Veturia Nicula, Livonia, MI

(IMO Constantin Nicula) ...................................... $20.00

ARCHBISHOP’S CHARITY ENDOWMENT
(A.C.E.) FUND

Stephen & Katherine Miroy, Stafford, VA ..... $1,012.27

EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL ............................... $10,000.00
Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH ........ $7,920.00
Annunciation, Montreal, QC .............................. $6,180.00
St Mary, St Paul, MN.......................................... $5,280.00
St Nicholas, Alliance, OH ................................... $4,200.00
St Mary, Calgary, AB ......................................... $4,140.00
St John, Woonsocket, RI ..................................... $4,080.00
St Nicholas, Troy, MI .......................................... $4,000.00
St Elias Mission, Anjou, QC .............................. $3,900.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Ridgewood, NY ... $3,780.00
Decent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN ...... $2,820.00
St Mary of Magdala Mission, Houston, TX .... $2,760.00
Holy Confessors Mission, Oakville, ON .......... $2,070.00
Ascension of the Lord Mission,

Montreal, QC .................................................... $1,950.00
Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI ....................... $1,920.00
St Dimitrie the New Mission, Frederick, CO .. $1,920.00
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH.......................... $1,840.00

FINANCIAL REPORT
St Panteleimon Mission, Saint Eustache, QC .. $1,470.00
Sts Peter& Paul Mission, Quebec City, QC

(2011) ................................................................ $1,230.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI ........... $1,000.00
Holy Transfiguration Mission,

West Hartford, CT .............................................. $930.00
St John the Hozevite Mission, Denver, CO ........ $900.00
St John the Baptizer Mission, Charlotte, NC .... $750.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Oregon City, OR

(additional) ........................................................... $460.00
St. Andrew Mission, Houston, TX ....................... $360.00
Sts Peter & Paul Mission, Quebec City, QC ...... $270.00
St Mary Mission, Chelsea, MA ............................ $180.00
Three Hierarchs, Bellevue, WA (additional) ........ $60.00

In Memory … Cont. from page 15

Preoteasa Eleonora Lazar departs from us asking
for God’s forgiveness of her sins and, as she would
want to say, “You, my family and friends, pray for
God’s eternal mercy upon my soul. My daughter whom
I loved, Eugenia (Dr Virgil) Tirmonia; your children
Dr Michael (Allison) Tirmonia & family, Victoria
(Joseph) Chaffin & family, and Elizabeth (George)
Teodorescu & family; my son whom I loved, Fr
Laurence (Preoteasa Anita) Lazar, your children John
Eugene, Nicholas and Ana (fiancé Michael); my many
Godchildren through baptism and marriage; my dear
nieces Eleanor Shade and Victoria (Wally) Booher,
my great nieces and nephews, and other family mem-
bers in America and Romania; my spiritual children
and parishioners who kindly remembered me over the
years; my hierarchs, Archbishop Nathaniel, and Bishop
Irineu; Fr Romey Rosco and Fr Sabin Pop who brought
me Holy Communion, Fr Michael Oleksa of Alaska,
who was close enough in prayer to call me mother,
and all the priests who prayed for me in the Divine
Liturgy; the faithful of Presentation of Our Lord Church
whom I respectfully thank for their remarkable and
greatly appreciated spirit of Christian generosity; my
St George Cathedral family, especially those who
brightened my days with visits, a flower, a bowl of
soup; my friends and the caring staff at the Manor of
Farmington Hills; and every soul I have neglected to
mention. May the Lord bless all of you with peace and
love.”

Memory eternal!
May she receive a crown of glory!

Dumnezeu sa¨-o ierte!
At her request, offerings may be made to:

“(Preoteasa) Eleonora Lazar Memorial Fund”, c/o 18430
W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield MI 48075.
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SCRISOARE PASTORALÄ LA SF. PASçTI 2012
Iubitului nostru cler, cinului monahal sçi drepcredinciosçilor cresçtini

ai Episcopiei noastre de Dumnezeu-pa¨zite, Har, Mila¨ sçi Pace de la Hristos Domnul Cel önviat,
iar de la noi pa¨rinteasca¨ dragoste sçi arhieresçti binecuva[nta¨ri.

Hristos a önviat!

||...Va¨ aduc aminte, fraòilor, Evanghelia pe care v-am binevestit-o, pe care aòi sçi primit-o, ôntru care sçi staòi,
prin care sçi sunteòi ma[ntuiòi< cu ce cuva[nt v-am binevestit-o - daca¨ o òineòi cu ta¨rie, afara¨ numai daca¨ n-aòi crezut
ôn zadar. Ca¨ci v-am dat, ônta[i de toate, ceea ce sçi eu am primit, ca¨ Hristos a murit pentru pa¨catele noastre dupa¨
Scripturi< sçi ca¨ a fost ôngropat sçi ca¨ a ônviat a treia zi, dupa¨ Scripturi< sçi ca¨ S-a ara¨tat lui Chefa, apoi celor
doisprezece< ôn urma¨ S-a ara¨tat deodata¨ la peste cinci sute de fraòi, dintre care cei mai mulòi tra¨iesc pa[na¨ asta¨zi,
iar unii au sçi adormit< dupa¨ aceea S-a ara¨tat lui Iacov, apoi tuturor apostolilor< iar la urma tuturor, ca unui
na¨scut ônainte de vreme, mi S-a ara¨tat sçi mie...\\ (I Corinteni 15>1-8)

Iubiòi credinciosçi,
Ce bucurie nema¨rginita¨ umple inimile noastre ôn aceasta¨ zi glorioasa¨ ca[nd ne ala¨tura¨m lui Petru, celor

doisprezece, celor 500, lui Iacob, tuturor Apostolilor, lui Pavel sçi tuturor credinciosçilor cresçtini ortodocsçi care,
de-a lungul veacurilor, prin vieòile lor au adus ma¨rturie acestui adeva¨r, ca¨ Iisus Hristos, Domnul, Dumnezeul sçi
Ma[ntuitorul nostru a ônviat din moròi. Este cea mai mare dintre bucuriile noastre, pentru ca¨ El a luat firea noastra¨
omeneasca¨ cea ca¨zuta¨, a ônnoit-o sçi a ridicat-o la starea de ma¨rire de-a dreapta Tata¨lui! Din acest loc de onoare,
El da¨ posibilitatea ôntregii umanita¨òi sa¨ fie partasça¨ acestei naturi omenesçti reônnoite, ôn care vom putea tra¨i fa¨ra¨
de sfa[rsçit ôn veacul ce va sa¨ vina¨.

Sf. Ioan Teologul ne amintesçte ca¨ Hristos a murit pentru pa¨catele noastre, pentru noi! ||...daca¨ va pa¨ca¨tui
cineva, avem mijlocitor ca¨tre Tata¨l, pe Iisus Hristos cel drept. El este jertfa de ispa¨sçire pentru pa¨catele noastre,
dar nu numai pentru pa¨catele noastre, ci sçi pentru ale lumii ôntregi.\\ (I Ioan 2>1-2). Pentru ca¨ a ridicat pa¨catul
lumii sçi prin acesta a distrus boldul fricii de moarte, ne-a izba¨vit vieòile noastre personale sçi de aceea noi trebuie
sa¨ propova¨duim aceasta ||lumii ôntregi\\, pentru ca ôntreaga lume sa¨ poata¨ mulòumi lui Dumnezeu pentru iubirea
Sa faòa¨ de oameni. Aceasta¨ dragoste pentru ôntreaga omenire este izba¨virea de pa¨cat sçi prin aceasta distrugerea
moròii, ônsa¨ sçi darul vieòii vesçnice ôn Hristos.

Cel mai probabil, Sf. Pavel a scris aceasta¨ scrisoare ca¨tre Corinteni aproape de data Pasçtelui din anul 57 A.D.
Noua comunitate din Corint fa¨cea faòa¨ cu greu presiunilor societa¨òii grecesçti pa¨ga[ne ôn mijlocul ca¨reia tra¨ia sçi
care nu era prega¨tita¨ sa¨ creada¨ ôntr-un Ma[ntuitor care fusese ra¨stignit pe cruce, dar care era proclamat acum ca
fiind din nou ôn viaòa¨. Cine mai auzise asça ceva=

Sf. Pavel reamintesçte noilor credinciosçi cu claritate> Hristos Ma[ntuitorul a fost va¨zut viu de o mulòime de
persoane dupa¨ ce mai ônainte fusese va¨zut mort pe cruce de ca¨tre cei mai mulòi dintre ei. Ei au auzit vestea ôn
orasçul Ierusalim ca¨ Ma[ntuitorul a murit pe cruce< ca¨ a fost dat jos de pe lemn ôn va¨zul soldaòilor romani sçi ôngropat
de ca¨tre ca[òiva ucenici printr-un decret al lui Pilat din Pont. (Matei 27>45-60). Aceasta credeau Corintenii, dar
aveau nevoie sa¨-sçi ônta¨reasca¨ vieòile lor ôn credinòa ôn Vestea cea Buna¨, ôn Evanghelie, chiar daca¨ o primisera¨ de
la Sf. Pavel ônsusçi, pentru ca¨ societatea ôn care tra¨iau nu era receptiva¨ la Evanghelie sçi renunòau la noua credinòa¨
ôn Domnul Hristos datorita¨ societa¨òii necredincioase din jurul lor. ||Pa¨ziòi-va¨ pe voi ônsçiva¨, ca sa¨ nu pierdeòi ceea
ce aòi lucrat, ci sa¨ primiòi plata¨ deplina¨,\\ ne ôndeamna¨ Sf. Ioan Evanghelistul (II Ioan 8).

Sf. Ioan Gura¨ de Aur ne amintesçte ca¨ Domnul nostru Iisus Hristos a murit ca om cu adeva¨rat, o moarte nu
datorita¨ pa¨catului, ci numai o moarte a trupului< iar ôngroparea sçi ônvierea au fost ale aceluiasçi trup (Omilii la
Epistola ca¨tre Corinteni a Sf. Pavel 38>4). Sf. Petru scrie> ||Binecuva[ntat fie Dumnezeu sçi Tata¨l Domnului nostru
Iisus Hristos, Care, dupa¨ mare mila Sa, prin ônvierea lui Iisus Hristos din moròi, ne-a na¨scut din nou, spre
na¨dejde vie...\\ (I Petru 1>3). Comenta[nd aceasta¨ Epistola¨, Sf. Clement Alexandrinul spune> ||Daca¨ Dumnezeu ne-
a creeat la ônceput din materie, Tata¨l Domnului nostru ne-a recreat mai apoi ôntru o viaòa¨ mai buna¨.\\ (Comentarii).

ASÇa precum un copil are nevoie de grija sçi dragostea pa¨rinteasca¨, sçi ca[teodata¨, are nevoie de disciplina¨, tot
astfel sçi noua comunitate din Corint a avut nevoie de atenòia Sf. Ap. Pavel, asça cum sçi noi avem nevoie de ea
asta¨zi. Cuvintele Sf. Ap. Pavel ne amintesc ca¨ ||credinòa ôn orice altceva nu ne va conduce la ceva.\\ (I Corinteni
15>2). De aceea Sf. Ioan Gura¨ de Aur afirma¨ ôn omiliile sale la aceasta¨ Epistola¨> Corintenii nu aveau nevoie sa¨
ônveòe ceva nou< trebuia sa¨ li se aminteasca¨ ceea ce era deja ôn inimile lor, sa¨ fie ôndemnaòi sa¨ tra¨iasca¨ astfel.
Hristos ônsusçi a amintit Ucenicilor dupa¨ ônvierea Sa> ||...Acestea sunt cuvintele pe care le-am gra¨it ca¨tre voi fiind
ônca¨ ômpreuna¨ cu voi, ca¨ trebuie sa¨ se ômplineasca¨ toate cele scrise despre Mine ôn Legea lui Moise, ôn prooroci
sçi ôn psalmi. Atunci le-a deschis mintea ca sa¨ priceapa¨ Scripturile. Sçi le-a spus ca¨ asça este scris sçi asça trebuie
sa¨ pa¨timeasca¨ Hristos sçi asça sa¨ ônvieze din moròi a treia zi.\\ (Luca 24> 44-46)
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Ce este ceea ce trebuie crezut exact asça cum Sf. Pavel le-a predicat Corintenilor= Ca¨ Hristos cel ra¨stignit a fost
ridicat la viaòa¨ ôn cea de-a treia zi sçi ca¨ S-a ara¨tat multora. Acum, ni se amintesçte acest eveniment, aceasta¨ moarte
sçi ônviere, care se ônta[mplasera¨ doar cu ca[teva decenii ônainte. Sf. Ap. Pavel cunosçtea personal pe mulòi dintre
martorii ônvierii lui Hristos, tot asça cum era el ônsusçi martor al ara¨ta¨rii lui Hristos ca¨tre da[nsul. Apostolul
neamurilor ôndeamna¨ Corintenii sa¨ pa¨streze ceea ce au ônva¨òat pe cale orala¨ de la el sçi ceea ce le-a scris mai ta[rziu.
ön Ortodoxie, aceste doua¨ tradiòii sunt una sçi aceeasçi> tradiòia orala¨ sçi cea scrisa¨< tradiòia, ônsemna[nd ceea ce este
ôncredinòat altora prin vorba¨ sçi prin scris. önainte ca Scripura sa¨ fie scrisa¨, Evanghelia a fost predicata¨ oral.

ön cea de-a doua Epistola¨ ca¨tre Corinteni, Sf. Pavel ôi invita¨> ||Mulòumire fie adusa¨ deci lui Dumnezeu, Celui
ce ne face pururea biruitori ôn Hristos sçi descopera¨ prin noi, ôn tot locul, mireasma cunosçtinòei Sale! Pentru ca¨
suntem lui Dumnezeu buna¨ mireasma¨ a lui Hristos ôntre cei ce se ma[ntuiesc sçi ôntre cei ce pier< Unora, adica¨,
mireasma¨ a moròii spre moarte, iar altora mireasma¨ a vieòii spre viaòa¨.\\ (2 Corinteni 2>14-16) sçi noi suntem
dintre cei care ||ômpra¨sçtie mireasma\\, bucuria cunosçtinòei de Hristos peste tot ôn societatea ôn mijlocul ca¨reia
tra¨im.

Sf. Chiril al Ierusalimului vede imparòial aceasta¨ lista¨ citata¨ de Sf. Ap. Pavel, a acelora ca¨rora Hristos le-a
apa¨rut. El spune> ||Daca¨ nu crezi ôntr-un martor, atunci crede ôn doisprezece sçi daca¨ nu crezi ôn doisprezece, atunci
crede ôn cinci sute\\. ||Apoi, spune el, este martor Iacob, ruda Domnului, primul Episcop al Ierusalimului, despre
care poòi sa¨ spui ca¨ e pa¨rtinitor, dar ce vom zice de Pavel, care a spus> Mi-a apa¨rut mie, care eram dusçmanul
Trupului Sa¨u, al celor ce credeau.\\ (Cateheze 14>22).

Iubiòi credinciosçi,
Ca sçi Corintenii, noi tra¨im ôn mijlocul unei societa¨òi necredincioase, o societate agnostica¨ sçi ateista¨. Este greu

celor care tra¨iesc asta¨zi sa¨ creada¨ ca¨ Iisus este Hristos, Fiul lui Dumnezeu ||Care a venit ôn lume sa¨ ma[ntuiasca¨
pe cei pa¨ca¨tosçi...\\ (I Timotei 1>15)< ca¨ El a murit cu trupul pe cruce pentru a omorô puterea pa¨catului care este
moartea< ca¨ acelasçi trup, na¨scut din Sfa[nta Fecioara¨ Maria, a fost luat de pe lemnul crucii care este noul copac
al vieòii, a fost prega¨tit pentru ônmorma[ntare cu miruri sçi asçezat ôntr-un morma[nt nou.

Pa[na¨ acum societatea nu vrea sa¨ considere ca¨> Hristos a önviat, ca¨ S-a ara¨tat altora, ca¨ timp de patruzeci de
zile a deschis minòile Ucenicilor Sa¨i pentru a ônòelege Scripturile scrise ônainte de venirea Sa sçi i-a iluminat ca
sa¨ ônòeleaga¨ cum El le-a ômplinit< sçi ca¨, S-a ôna¨lòat la ceruri ôn prezenòa Apostolilor Sa¨i. Toate aceste evenimente,
societatea de asta¨zi, nu vrea sa¨ le accepte. Nu vrea sa¨ le accepte, pentru ca¨ ar ônsemna transformarea unei inimi
de piatra¨, ôntr-una din carne sçi umilinòa¨, plina¨ de dragoste pentru Dumnezeu sçi pentru aproapele. Ar insemna
credinòa ôn iubirea lui Dumnezeu faòa¨ de omeni, o iubire de neônchipuit pentru cei ale ca¨ror inimi nu sunt deschise
ca¨tre ||Singurul Iubitor de oameni.\\

Sf. Ioan Gura¨ de Aur, marele predicator, ne ôncurajeaza¨ astfel> ||Trebuie sa¨ tra¨im pentru Hristos, nu numai
pentru ca¨ ôi aparòinem, nu numai pentru ca¨ El a murit pentru noi, sçi nu numai pentru ca¨ a ônviat pentru noi. Trebuie
sa¨ tra¨im pentru El, pentru ca¨ am fost transformaòi. Acum avem o viaòa¨ noua¨. (Omilii la Epistola ca¨tre Corinteni
a Sf. Ap. Pavel 11>4)

Ca sçi Corintenii, care cunosçteau ônva¨òa¨tura Evangheliei, a Vesçtii celei Bune, sçi noi avem nevoie sa¨ ne
reamintim de ea, sa¨ fim ônta¨riòi ôn ea sçi sa¨ tra¨im vieòile noastre ôn ea, asça precum Sf. Ioan Gura¨ de Aur ne ôndeamna¨
(Omilii la Epistola ca¨tre Corinteni a Sf. Ap. Pavel 38>2). Sf. Chiril al Ierusalimului ôn Catehezele sale, explica¨
care este aceasta¨ viaòa¨ noua¨> ||Acum viaòa care este cu adeva¨rat viaòa¨ este Dumnezeu Tata¨l, izvorul vieòii, care
revarsa¨ darurile Sale cele ceresçti peste toate fa¨pturile Sale prin Fiul sçi ôn Sfa[ntul Duh< sçi binecuva[nta¨rile vieòii
vesçnice sunt cu credinciosçie promise chiar sçi noua¨ oamenilor, prin dragostea Sa faòa¨ de noi. Nu trebuie sa¨ fie nici
o ôndoiala¨ asupra acestei posibilita¨òi. Noi trebuie sa¨ credem, pentru ca¨ minòile noastre trebuie sa¨ fie concentrate
asupra puterii Sale, nu asupra sla¨biciunii noastre. Pentru ca¨ orice este cu putinòa¨ la Dumnezeu, sçi pentru ca¨ viaòa
vesçnica¨ este nu numai posibila¨, dar sçi òinta vieòii noastre..., iar Pavel spune> |sçi asça vom fi de-a pururea cu
Domnul...\ ceea ce ônseamna¨ viaòa vesçnica¨\\ (Cateheze 18>29).

De aceea, ôndemnul Sf. Ap. Pavel ca¨tre Corinteni este de cea mai mare importanòa¨ pentru noi> ||sa¨ credem ôn
ceea ce ni s-a predicat...\\, sçi sa¨ citim ceea ce este ôn ||acordanòa¨ cu Scripturile\\, adica¨, ôn acord cu ceea ce s-a
predicat sçi s-a scris, ca¨ Hristos a önviat, ca¨ Hristos S-a öna¨lòat, ca¨ Hristos tra¨iesçte sçi va veni din nou. Atunci, sçi
noi vom ônvia, ne vom ôna¨lòa sçi vom continua existenòa noastra¨ ôn viaòa ce va sa¨ vie.

Hristos a önviat! Adeva¨rat a önviat!
Cu dragoste fra¨òeasca¨ sçi binecuva[nta¨ri arhieresçti ca¨tre cei de aproape sçi ca¨tre cei de departe,

+ NATHANIEL
Din milostivirea lui Dumnezeu,

Arhiepiscop de Detroit sçi al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roma[ne din America
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Bucuria önvierii Domnului Iisus Hristos, ne-a adus
aceasta¨ posibilitate de a ne uni cu El sçi a numit
ômpa¨rta¨sçirea hrana¨, hra¨nire, pentru ca¨ a zis> ||Trupul
Meu este adeva¨rata¨ ma[ncare sçi Sa[ngele meu e adeva¨rata¨
ba¨utura¨\\ sçi> ||Cel ce ma¨na[nca¨ Trupul Meu sçi bea sa[ngele
Meu are viaòa¨ vesçnica¨ sçi cel ce nu ma¨na[nca¨ Trupul
Meu sçi nu bea sa[ngele Meu nu are viaòa¨ vesçnica¨\\.
Ma[ntuitorul nostru Iisus Hristos a numit Trupul sçi
Sa[ngele Sa¨u pa[ine, pa[ine din cer. ||Eu sunt pa[inea care
s-a cobora[t din cer. Cine ma¨na[nca¨ din pa[inea aceasta
va tra¨i ôn veci\\. Ca[nd Domnul Hristos a asema¨nat
Trupul sçi Sa[ngele Sa¨u cu hrana care ne ajuta¨ sa¨ tra¨im
o viaòa¨ sfa[nta¨ sçi curata¨ sçi mai presus de lumea aceasta,
atunci Domnul Hristos a ara¨tat prin cuvintele acestea
trebuinòa de a ne ômpa¨rta¨sçi, de a primi ôn noi hrana
aceasta> Trupul sçi Sa[ngele Ma[ntuitorului nostru Iisus
Hristos, pentru ca¨ asça cum nu putem sa¨ tra¨im fa¨ra¨
hrana¨ trupeasca¨, tot asça nu putem sa¨ tra¨im nici fa¨ra¨
hrana¨ sufleteasca¨. Iar hrana sufleteasca¨ este Trupul sçi
Sa[ngele Ma[ntuitorului nostru Iisus Hristos, Sfa[nta
Cumineca¨tura¨ sau Sfa[nta Euharistie. Sfintele Pasçti nu
sunt alceva deca[t o ômpa¨rta¨sçanie vesçnica¨ sçi o lega¨tura¨
permanenta¨ cu Ma[ntuitorul Iisus Hristos. Mulòumim
la Sfa[nta Liturghie ca¨ ne-am ômpa¨rta¨sçit. Cu ce ne-am
ômpa¨rta¨sçit= Cu Dumnezeiesçtile Taine. Ce ônseamna¨
aceasta dumnezeiesçti= Sunt lucruri mai presus de lume,
sunt lucruri de la Dumnezeu, sunt lucruri pe care ni le
da¨ Dumnezeu, sunt lucruri ônva¨luite de Dumnezeu,
sunt dumnezeiesçti. Asça cum fierul ônca¨lzit ôn foc arde
ca focul fa¨ra¨ sa¨ fie foc, tot asça sçi sufletul ônva¨luit ôn
Dumnezeu primesçte ceva din Dumnezeu, se aseama¨na¨
cu Dumnezeu.

Iubiòi Fraòi sçi Surori,
Cum sunt Sfintele Taine= Sunt dumnezeiesçti. Cum

mai sunt= Sfinte. Sigur ca¨ daca¨ sunt dumnezeiesçti, nu
pot sa¨ nu fie sfinte. Sunt sfinte cum Sfa[nt este Dumnezeu
care ni le-a dat. Cum mai sunt= Preacurate. Nu pot sa¨
fie ôntinate, ci sunt preacurate pentru ca¨ numai asça pot
fi sfinte, numai asça pot fi dumnezeiesçti. Cum mai
sunt= Nemuritoare. Adica¨ nu se sfa[rsçesc niciodata¨,
ra¨ma[n ôn vesçnicie. Fiecare ômpa¨rta¨sçire cu Trupul sçi
Sa[ngele Ma[ntuitorului nostru Iisus Hristos da¨
posibilitatea de se alca¨tui omul prin Trupul sçi Sa[ngele
Ma[ntuitorului, sçi Trupul sçi Sa[ngele Ma[ntuitorului nu
moare, ci ra¨ma[ne vesçnic sçi se pa¨streaza¨ ôn lumea
aceasta sçi mai presus de lume pentru ca¨ nu poate muri
cel ce este nemuritor> ||ôn morma[nt Viaòa¨, pus ai fost

CUVA[NT DE SUFLET LA SFINTELE PASçTI

2012
Sfintele Pasçti sunt da¨ta¨toare sçi fa¨ca¨toare de viaòa¨ vesçnica¨.

Iubiòi Fraòi Preoòi sçi Iubiòi Fraòi sçi Surori ôn Domnul cel önviat,

HRISTOS A öNVIAT!
ADEVAËRAT A öNVIAT!

Hristoase\\. Cine a fost pus ôn morma[nt= Viaòa¨. Cum
moare Viaòa, se ôntreaba¨ Pa¨rinòii= Viaòa nu moare. Sçi
atunci nici dumnezeiesçtile Taine nu mor, sunt
nemuritoare. Sunt ceresçti, nu se pot realiza prin puterea
omului, ci numai prin puterea lui Dumnezeu. Sunt de
viaòa¨ fa¨ca¨toare. Cuva[ntul acesta de viaòa¨ fa¨ca¨tor ôl
ônta[lnim, ôn trei ziceri. Sçi anume> ||...Sçi ôntru Duhul
Sfa[nt, Domnul de viaòa¨ fa¨ca¨torul\\ < ||Cu mila sçi cu
ôndura¨rile sçi cu iubirea de oameni a Unuia Na¨scut
Fiului Ta¨u, cu care esti binecuva[ntat, ômpreuna¨ cu
Preasfa[ntul, Bunul sçi de viaòa¨ fa¨ca¨torul Ta¨u Duh\\,
deci ôn lega¨tura¨ cu Duhul Sfa[nt prin care se realizeaza¨
prefacerea pa[inii sçi a vinului ôn Trupul sçi Sangele
Ma[ntuitorului nostru Iisus Hristos. Sçi mai vorbim despre
puterea de viaòa¨ fa¨ca¨toarei Cruci – ||cu puterea Sfintei
sçi de viaòa¨ fa¨ca¨toarei Cruci\\, asça cum auzim la sfa[rsçitul
slujbelor noastre de miercurea sçi vinerea, ôn special.
Deci sunt de viaòa¨ fa¨ca¨toare>

-Sfintele Taine,
-Crucea
-Duhul Sfa[nt.
Mai vorbim sçi despre ||morma[ntul cel purta¨tor de

viaòa¨\\ al Ma[ntuitorului. Cum adica¨= Trupul Domnului
Hristos mort a fost asçezat ôn morma[nt sçi noi zicem ca¨
morma[ntul e purta¨tor de viaòa¨. Cum e purta¨tor de
viaòa¨ daca¨ s-a pus un trup mort pe care l-au ôngropat
Iosif sçi Nicodim. Cum= Asça ca¨ n-a fost un trup numai
trup, ci trup cu dumnezeire sçi dumnezeirea este viaòa¨,
sçi atunci morma[ntul e purta¨tor de viaòa¨ sçi a izvora[t
viaòa¨, viaòa¨ prin ônvierea Ma[ntuitorului nostru Iisus
Hristos.

Dumnezeiesçtile Taine, Sfintele Taine, preacuratele
taine, ceresçtile taine, nemuritoarele taine, de viaòa¨
fa¨ca¨toarele Taine sunt sçi ônfricosça¨toare. Adicä uimitoare,
aceasta ônseamna¨ ônfricosça¨toare, nu ca¨ te ia groaza
ca[nd stai ôn faòa Ma[ntuitorului nostru Iisus Hristos.
Dimpotriva¨, ai linisçte, ai bucurie, ai bla[ndeòe, ai
ônòelegere, ai ceva ce nu poòi avea ôn afara¨ de
Ma[ntuitorul. Sçi atunci cum zicem noi ca¨ sunt
ônfricosça¨toare= Sunt ônfricosça¨toare ôn ônòeles de
uimitoare.

Noi zicem, vorbind cu Maica Domnului<
||Spa¨ima[ntatu-s-au toate de dumnezeiasca¨ ma¨rirea
Ta\\. De fapt, ônòelesul este acesta> toate s-au uimit,
stau cu uimire ôn faòa Maicii Domnului. Asça sta¨m noi
ôn faòa Ma[ntuitorului, cu uimire, ne uimim de prezenòa

Cont. la pag. 20



20 SOLIA MAR/APR 2012RUGATçI-VAË SçI LUCRATçI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXAË IN AMERICA DE NORD

Ma[ntuitorului, ne uimim de Tainele Ma[ntuitorului, ne
uimim de buna¨tatea Ma[ntuitorului, ne uimim de
ônga¨duinòa Ma[ntuitorului, ne uimim de iubirea Lui, ne
uimim de jertfa Lui, ne uimim de toate ma¨reòiile Lui,
de ônvierea Lui. Tot asça ne uimim de dragostea pe
care sçi-a ara¨tat-o Domnul Hristos pentru noi, la¨sa[ndu-
ne posibilitatea de a ne ômpa¨rta¨sçi cu Sfintele Taine.
Toate acestea arata¨ importanòa pe care o au pentru noi.

Minuna[ndu-ne de toate aceste ma¨reòii pe care ni le
da¨ Ma[ntuitorul Iisus Hristos prin Sfintele Taine sçi
prin toate darurile Sfintei noastre Bisericii
dreptma¨ritoare sa¨ ne prega¨tim asça cum se cuvine de
marea Sa¨rba¨toare a ônvierii Ma[ntuitorului Hristos,
considera[nd ca¨ aceasta¨ perioada¨ nu este alceva deca[t
o perioada¨ de ômbuna¨ta¨òire sufleteasca¨ pentru noi toòi
sçi un prilej binecuva[ntat prin care putem deveni mai
buni, mai ierta¨tori, mai nefa¨òarnici, mai sinceri cu noi
sçi cu Dumnezeu. ômplinind toate acestea, suntem pe
drumul care duce la ômpa¨ra¨òia cerurilor sçi ne apropie
de Ma[ntuitorul Iisus Hristos cel önviat, prin care toòi
vom ônvia.

Va¨, doresc la fiecare ôn parte sa¨ aveòi lumina¨ ôn
suflet, pace sçi linisçte, belsçug, sa¨ nu uita¨m ôn aceste
zile de Sfa[nta Sa¨rba¨toare, nici de cei sa¨rmani, lipsiòi,
neca¨jiòi, si de cei nedrepta¨òiòi.

Sfa[nta ônviere sa ne aduca¨ tuturor bucurie sçi
binecuva[ntare!

Hristos a önviat!
Cu pa¨rinteasca¨ binecuva[ntare ôn Domnul cel önviat,

+ IRINEU, Episcop Vicar

öNTREBARE>
Ce este descoperirea dumnezeiasca¨=

C.S., Guelph, Ontario

RAËSPUNS>
A descoperi ônseamna¨ a revela, adica¨ a dezva¨lui

ceva tainic cuiva. Despre Dumnezeu, pa¨ga[nii spuneau
ca¨ ôn ma¨reòia Lui ra¨ma[ne complet necunoscut omului.
ön sensul acesta apare ôntrebarea> ôn ce relaòie se afla¨
ôn calitate de Creator cu creatura= Neava[nd nici o
relaòie de comuniune cu creatura ônseamna¨ ori ca¨ nu
este Creatorul ei, ori actul creaòiei lui nu este ceva
divin, ci paradoxal, aducerea ôn existenòa¨ a ceva de
care avea nevoie, ceva care ôi lipsea sçi acest lucru este
exact sublinierea nedumnezeirii creatorului, un
dumnezeu care evolueazä prin creaòie spre un Dumnezeu
deplin, ceea ce ar fi un nonsens.

Dumnezeu a creat lumea nu dintr\o necesitate. El
fiind dragoste a creat lumea din iubire. A iubi ceva
implica¨ o descoperire a iubirii, o comuniune ôntre
Creator sçi creatura¨, dupa¨ modelul treimic. A iubi
ônseamna¨ a te da¨rui creativ celuilalt asça cum Dumnezeu
a creat lumea din iubire personala¨ in relaòie de dialog.
Aceasta¨ relaòie dialogica¨ e un proces de da¨ruire-primire-
da¨ruire. Dupa¨ cum nu poòi dialoga singur,

ci te da¨ruiesçti celuilalt care primindu-òi darul te
face sa¨ te doba[ndesçti, la fel monoteismul cresçtin este
un vesçnic dialog ôntre cele trei persoane care prin
creaòia lumilor va¨zute sçi neva¨zute se revarsa¨ ca o
ônflorire co-creatoare la care este invitat omul.

La acest ospa¨ò divin la care este invitat omul, Mirele
nu sta¨ singur la un capa¨t al mesei transcendentale sçi
omul la cela¨lalt capa¨t. Dimpotriva¨, la nunta Fiului de
ômpa¨rat este de faòa¨ ôntreaga creaòie. Masa este plina¨
sçi toate florile, fructele sçi buna¨ta¨òile cinei vorbesc
despre livezile, munòii, va¨ile sçi ra[urile ômpa¨ratului.

Tot ce e de faòa¨ vorbesçte de boga¨òiile Mirelui cu
care ospa¨teaza¨ pe cel invitat. Sçi Mirele vorbesçte di-
rect, faòa¨ ca¨tre faòa¨, sçi bucuria este deplina¨ sçi pentru
da¨ruit sçi pentru Da¨ruitor.

ön alte cuvinte putem spune ca¨ tot ce a creat este o
ma¨rturie despre Creator. El este Creatorul cerului sçi al
pa¨ma[ntului, al lumilor va¨zute sçi neva¨zute. El este
Atotòiitorul sçi despre El ||cerurile spun slava lui
Dumnezeu sçi facerea ma[inilor lui o vestesçte ta¨ria\\
(Ps.XVIII, 1) Aceasta este descoperirea fireasca¨,
naturala¨ a lui Dumnezeu. Tot descoperire dumnezeiasca¨
naturala¨ este inclinaòia ônna¨scuta¨ ôn om spre cele
spirituale, spre bine, spre frumos. Arta, dupa¨ Nichifor
Crainic, nu e altceva decôt nostalgia paradisului, dor
pe care-l ga¨sim ôn inclinaòia spre sacru pe care o au
toate neamurile pa¨ma[ntului, acel ‘\logos spermaticos\\
de care vorbesçte Sf. Justin Martirul sçi Filosoful, sau
rezuma[nd cum le scria Sf. Ap. Pavel, Romanilor> ||Cei
care nu sçtiu Legea, din fire fac ale Legii.\\

öNTREBÄRI SçI RÄSPUNSURI
Descoperirea dumnezeiasca¨ supranaturala¨ a ônceput

ôn rai ca[nd Dumnezeu vorbea protopa¨rinòilor direct.
Dupa¨ ca¨dere ||ôn multe feluri sçi ôn multe chipuri, de
demult, Dumnezeu gra¨ind pa¨rinòilor prin prooroci, ôn
zilele acestea de pe urma¨ a gra¨it noua¨ ôntru Fiul.\\
(Evrei I, 1) prin ôntruparea Domnului nostru Iisus
Hristos.

Descoperirea dumnezeiasca¨ supranaturala¨ o ga¨sim
ôn Sfa[nta Scriptura¨ sçi Sfa[nta Tradiòie. ASÇa cum noi
oamenii comunica¨m unii cu alòii prin cuva[nt, la fel
Dumnezeu ni s-a descoperit prin Cuva[ntul lui Dumnezeu
asça cum este numit de Sf. Ioan Evanghelistul, fa¨ca[ndu-
se Om pentru ca omul sa¨ se ôndumnezeiasca¨.

Pr. Dr. DUMITRU ICHIM

Cuva[nt de Suflet ,,,
Cont. de la pag. 19
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Pe data de 2 aprilie, de sa¨rba¨toarea Sf. Cuvios Tit,
Pa¨rintele Roman ômplinesçte 90 de ani. Ce s-ar putea
spune despre un om care sçi-a dedicat ôntreaga viaòa¨
slujirii Ma[ntuitorului Hristos sçi oamenilor= De la
copila¨ria din preajma Ma[na¨stirii Condriòa asculta[nd
Psalmii recitaòi de mama¨ pa[na¨ ôn zilele noastre ca[nd
a tradus sçi aranjat Psaltirea ôn limba engleza¨, Pa¨rintele
Roman Braga a tra¨it cu Scriptura sçi ôn special cu
Psalmii ôn suflet sçi ôn minte. La urma urmei, Pa¨rintele
Roman e ca¨luga¨r, iar Sf. Ioan Gura¨ de Aur spune ca¨
e mai bine ca soarele sa¨ se opreasca¨ din cursul lui,
deca[t Psaltirea sa¨ ônceteze din viaòa unui monah. La
un ceas de cumpa¨na¨ m-a ôndemnat> ||Citesçte din Psalmi,
pa¨rinte, ca nu este pe pa¨ma[nt poezie mai frumoasa¨ sçi
mai ziditoare de suflet!\\

Dincolo de datele biografice, de studiile teologice
de la Ma[na¨stirea Cernica (1935-1943), de la Facultatea
de Teologie din Bucuresçti (1943-1947), de timpul
petrecut ôn Misçcarea Rugul Aprins (1946-1948) de cei
11 ani grei din temniòele comuniste (1948-1953 sçi
1959-1964), de anii diaconiei la Catedrala Mitropolitana¨
de la Iasçi (1953-1959), de activitatea de preot paroh ôn

PÄRINTELE ROMAN BRAGA LA

VA[RSTA PATRIARHILOR

Ardeal (1964-1968), de misionar ôn Brazilia (1968-
1972) sçi Statele Unite (din 1972), Pa¨rintele Roman
este prezent ôn consçtiinòa miilor de penitenòi care i-au
trecut pragul chiliei pentru a-sçi afla alinare sçi izba¨vire
de pa¨cate, pentru a se spovedi. Prin aceasta, Pa¨rintele
se ônscrie ôn galeria marilor duhovnici ai neamului
roma[nesc. ön egala¨ ma¨sura¨ ônsa¨, Pa¨rintele Roman Braga
aparòine Ortodoxiei din America, iar ôn scaunul sa¨u de
spovedanie au trecut roma[ni, greci, rusçi, arabi sçi alte
neamuri, toòi venind ônaintea sa ca penitenòi ortodocsçi
ôn America. Episcopi sçi preoòi, mireni sçi monahi, ba¨rbaòi,
femei sçi copii, ortodocsçi de toate neamurile, toòi una
ôn Hristos dupa¨ cuva[ntul Sf. Ap. Pavel, ôl cauta¨ pe
ca¨luga¨rul cu za[mbet voios, chip senin sçi vorba¨
duhovniceasca¨.

Pe la[nga¨ nenuma¨ratele articole publicate ôn Solia sçi
ôn alte reviste sçi ziare din America, Pa¨rintele Roman
a scris ca¨ròile ||Pe Drumul Credinòei\\ 1995, ||On the
Way of faith\\, 1996 sçi ||Exploring the Inner Universe\\
1996, 2001. ömpreuna¨ cu ma¨icuòele de la Ma[na¨stirea
||Adormirea Maicii Domnului\\, editeaza¨ jurnalul ||Rugul
Aprins\\. ön 2007 a apa¨rut un interviu cu Pa¨rintele pe
DVD cu titlul> ||BEYOND TORTURE - The gulag of
Pitesçti, ROMANIA\\. Anul acesta, a tradus, editat sçi
aranjat Psalmii ôn limba engleza¨ moderna¨.

ön preajma pa¨rintelui Roman simòi prezenòa Duhului
Sfa[nt. O fi poate ruga¨ciunea inimii rostita¨ neôncetat, o
fi dragostea nema¨rginita¨ faòa¨ de oameni, o fi umorul
duhovnicesc, o fi harul lui Dumnezeu, sau toate acestea
sçi multe altele pe care nu le sçtim, un fapt e sigur> toata¨
lumea ôl cauta¨ pe Pa¨rintele Roman sçi toòi vor sa¨ fie ôn
preajma lui sa¨ ia un cuva[nt de folos... sçi poate ca¨
tocmai ôn asta sta¨ vocaòia Pa¨rintelui> are un cuva[nt de
ônva¨òa¨tura¨, o povaòa¨, un sfat pentru fiecare... Unele,
inspirate din experienòa sa de viaòa¨ – ||Omul nu se
poate despa¨timi fa¨ra¨ sa¨ cada¨ ôn genunchi, cera[nd harul
lui Dumnezeu, pentru ca¨ totul vine prin harul lui
Dumnezeu. Obòinerea despa¨timirii nu e rezultatul
efortului personal, ci vine prin harul lui Dumnezeu.
Trebuie sa¨ cazi ôn genunchi, sa¨ te consideri pa¨ca¨tos sçi
sa¨ ceri ajutorul lui Dumnezeu. Ruga¨ciunea sçi eliberarea
de patimi se ônta[mpla¨ ôn acelasçi timp.\\ Alte poveòe
vin din experienòa celor care l-au ca¨la¨uzit ôn viaòa¨> ||ôn
biserica¨ trebuie sa¨ fii obosit. Ma¨car ata[t poòi face
pentru Iisus Hristos. El a murit pe cruce pentru noi.\\
- sfat al maicii sale< ||Ascetismul este ceva ce trebuie
practicat. Ruga¨ciunea este foarte importanta¨, chiar
daca¨ o spui mecanic, pentru ca¨ ônòelegerea vine mai
ta[rziu. Sfa[ntul Duh lucreaza¨ mai ta[rziu ôn tine dupa¨ ce
esçti bine ancorat ôn nevoinòa ascetica¨.\\ – Arhimandritul
Chesarie Pa¨unescu< ||Ruga¨ciunea e viaòa¨, nu teorie\\,

Cont. la pag. 24
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Cu ajutorul lui Dumnezeu am ajuns ôn Kiev. Cea
dinta[i sçi cea mai ônsemnata¨ dorinòa¨ a fost sa¨ postesc,
sa¨ ma¨ spovedesc sçi sa¨ ma¨ ômpa¨rta¨sçesc cu Sfintele
Taine. Am tras la[nga¨ Lavra¨, ca sa¨-mi fie mai lesne a
ajunge la biserica¨. M-a primit un ba¨tra[n bun, cazac de
neam. Tra¨ia singur sçi m-am bucurat de multa¨ linisçte sçi
ta¨cere ôn locuinòa lui. M-am prega¨tit pentru spovedanie,
ga[ndindu-ma¨ sa¨-mi ma¨rturisesc pa¨catele ca[t se poate
de ama¨nunòit. Ca urmare, am ônceput sa¨-mi amintesc
toate pa¨catele mele, sa¨va[rsçite ônca¨ din cea mai frageda¨
tinereòe. Ca sa¨ nu le uit, m-am apucat sa¨ le categorisesc
sçi sa¨ le scriu pe o coala¨ mare de ha[rtie.

Am aflat ca¨ ôn pustietatea Kitaev, la sçapte verste
distanòa¨ de Kiev, se nevoiesçte un duhovnic foarte
ônòelept sçi cu dreapta¨ socoteala¨. Se mai povestea ca¨
oricine se spovedesçte la el doba[ndesçte un duh umilit
sçi se ôntoarce folosit, plin de o mare pace sufleteasca¨.
M-am bucurat mult sçi, fa¨ra¨ multa¨ za¨bava¨, m-am dus la
el. Dupa¨ ce am primit ca[teva sfaturi sçi dupa¨ ce am stat
puòin de vorba¨, i-am dat foaia ca s-o cerceteze. Citind-
o, duhovnicul mi-a zis>

- Iubite prieten, ai scris aici multe lucruri de prisos.
Iata¨ ce trebuie sa¨ sçtii>

1. La spovedanie nu trebuie sa¨ repeòi acele pa¨cate
de care te-ai ca¨it mai ônainte, de care ai fost dezlegat
sçi pe care nu le-ai mai sa¨va[rsçit. Altminteri, asta ar
ônsemna o neôncredere ôn puterea tainei ce se sa¨va[rsçesçte
la spovedanie.

2. Nu trebuie sa¨-òi amintesçti de alte persoane cu
care-ai venit ôn atingere ôn clipa ca[nd ai fa¨ptuit pa¨catele,
ci sa¨ te osa[ndesçti numai pe tine. Sfinòii Pa¨rinòi opresc
pe credinciosçi sa¨-sçi spuna¨ pa¨catele ôn toate ama¨nuntele,
ci numai sa¨ le recunoasca¨ ôn general, pentru ca nu
cumva, lua[ndu-le pe fiecare ôn parte, sa¨ dea prilej de
sminteala¨ ata[t sufletului sa¨u, ca[t sçi duhovnicului.

3. Tu ai venit sa¨ te poca¨iesçti sçi totusçi nu te ca¨iesçti
de pa¨catele tale, fiindca¨ nu sçtii cum trebuie sa¨ te
poca¨iesçti, adica¨ ôòi sa¨va[rsçesçti poca¨inòa ôn chip rece sçi
indiferent.

4. Tu ai ônsçirat toate ma¨runòisçurile, iar ceea ce este
mai ônsemnat ai sca¨pat din vedere. Nu òi-ai ma¨rturisit
cele mai grele pa¨cate. N-ai recunoscut sçi n-ai notat ca¨
tu nu iubesçti pe Dumnezeu, ca¨ ura¨sçti pe aproapele, ca¨
nu crezi ôn cele ce spune cuva[ntul Domnului sçi esçti
plin de ma[ndrie sçi de slava¨ desçarta¨. ön aceste patru
pa¨cate se cuprinde toata¨ pra¨pastia de ra¨uta¨òi sçi toata¨
strica¨ciunea noastra¨ sufleteasca¨. De fapt, ele sunt
ra¨da¨cinile din care ra¨sar toate vla¨starele ca¨derii noastre
ôn diferite pa¨cate.

Ca[nd am auzit aceste cuvinte, am ra¨mas uimit.
- Cuvioase pa¨rinte, i-am spus eu, cum s-ar putea

oare sa¨ nu-L iubim pe Dumnezeu, Fa¨ca¨torul sçi Purta¨torul
nostru de grija¨=! ön ce mai putem crede, daca¨ nu ôn
cuva[ntul Domnului, ca¨ci ôn El se afla¨ tot adeva¨rul sçi
toata¨ sfinòenia =! Ca[t despre aproapele, eu nu-i doresc

SPOVEDANIA SçI CERCETAREA LÄUNTRICÄ
deca[t binele. Sçi pentru ce l-asç putea urô= N-am cu ce
ma¨ trufi, ca¨ci, pe la[nga¨ pa¨catele mele fa¨ra¨ de numa¨r,
nu am nimic vrednic de lauda¨.

Sçi cum asç mai putea umbla dupa¨ pla¨ceri sçi pofte eu,
care sunt ata[t de sa¨rac sçi bolna¨vicios=! Desigur, daca¨
asç fi fost ônva¨òat sau bogat, atunci, fa¨ra¨ ôndoiala¨, m-asç
fi simòit vinovat de toate ca[te mi le-aòi spus.

- Iarta¨-ma¨, iubite, dar ai ônòeles ata[t de puòin din
ca[te òi-am explicat! Cum sa¨ te la¨muresc mai bine=!
Uite, ôòi dau o scriere dupa¨ care eu ônsumi ma¨ spovedesc.
Citesçte-o sçi vei vedea limpede ca¨ tot ceea ce òi-am
spus este adeva¨rat.

Duhovnicul mi-a dat ha[rtia, iar eu am ônceput s-o
citesc> Spovedania omului la¨untric sau Calea care
duce la smerenie.

öntorca[ndu-ma¨, cu toata¨ luarea-aminte, ôna¨untrul
sufletului meu sçi lua[nd seama la mersul omului neva¨zut,
ma¨ ôncredinòez din experienòa¨ ca¨ nu-L iubesc pe
Dumnezeu, nu am dragoste pentru aproapele, nu cred
ôn nimic din cele ce òin de religie sçi sunt plin de
ma[ndrie sçi de iubire de sine. Toate aceste pa¨cate grele
le ga¨sesc ôntr-adeva¨r ôn mine, atunci ca[nd ômi cercetez
ôn chip ama¨nunòit simòurile sçi faptele mele>

1. Nu-L iubesc pe Dumnezeu. Ca¨ci, daca¨ L-asç iubi,
m-asç ga[ndi mereu la El cu o bucurie pornita¨ din ada[ncul
inimii, orice gand despre Dumnezeu mi-ar aduce in
suflet o pla¨cere deosebita¨. Dimpotriva¨, eu ma¨ ga[ndesc
mult mai des sçi cu mai multa¨ desfa¨tare la cele
pa¨ma[ntesçti, pe ca[ta¨ vreme cugetarea despre Dumnezeu
nu-mi pricinuiesçte deca[t greutate sçi usca¨ciune. Daca¨
L-asç iubi, atunci convorbirea cu El, care se sa¨va[rsçesçte
ôn vremea ruga¨ciunii, m-ar hra¨ni, m-ar mulòumi sçi m-
ar duce ca¨tre o neôntrerupta¨ lega¨tura¨ cu El. Dimpotriva¨,
eu nu numai ca¨ nu ma¨ desfa¨t ôn ruga¨ciune, ci simt o
greutate tocmai ôn timpul ca[nd ma¨ rog> ma¨ lupt cu
plictiseala, sla¨besc din pricina tra[nda¨vie isçi sunt gata
sa¨ ma¨ ôndeletnicesc,cu mai multa¨ pla¨cere, cu orice alt
lucru mai ma¨runt, numai ca sa¨ scurtez sau sa¨ pun
capa¨t ruga¨ciunii, ôn ocupaòiile mele desçarte timpul
trece pe neobservate, dar ôn ôndeletnicirile cu lucrurile
dumnezeiesçti, ca[nd ma¨ aflu ôn prezenòa Lui, orice ceas
mi se pare un an. Cel ce iubesçte pe cineva se ga[ndesçte
neôncetat, ôn tot cursul zilei, numai la fiinòa care ôi este
draga¨.

Sçi-o ônchipuie, ôsçi face griji pentru ea sçi, ôn orice
ôndeletnicire, scumpul sa¨u prieten nu-i iese din ga[nduri.
Pe ca[ta¨ vreme eu, ôn timpul celor doua¨zeci sçi patru de
ore, deabia daca¨ ga¨sesc un ceas ca sa¨ ma¨ cufund ôn
ada[ncurile cugeta¨rii de Dumnezeusçi sa¨ ma¨ ônfla¨ca¨rez
de dragostea Lui. Iar restul de doua¨zeci sçi trei de
ceasuri le asçez cu pla¨cere sçi cu toata¨ ra[vna pe altarul
idolilor patimilor mele!... ön vorbirile despre lucrurile
nefolositoare, despre chestiunile neônsemnate pentru
suflet, eu sunt treaz, simt pla¨cere, iar ôn discuòiile
despre Dumnezeu sunt uscat, plictisit sçi tra[ndav. Sçi



SOLIA MAR/APR 2012 23RUGATçI-VAË SçI LUCRATçI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXAË IN AMERICA DE NORD

chiar atunci ca[nd, uneori, sunt atras, nevra[nd, spre
convorbirile dumnezeiesçti, caut sa¨ trec mai repede la
conversaòiile care ômi ma¨gulesc patimile. Sunt sta¨pa[nit
de o neobosita¨ curiozitate sa¨ aflu ceva nou ôn lega¨tura¨
cu dispoziòiile guvernului sçi cu evenimentele politice.
Sunt biruit de dorinòa sa¨ doba[ndesc ca[t mai multe
cunosçtinòe ôn sçtiinòele lumii, ôn arta¨, ôn economie, ôn
timp ce ônva¨òa¨turile Legii Domnului, cunosçtinòele despre
Dumnezeu, despre religie nu lasa¨ nici o urma¨ ôn mine,
nu-mi hra¨nesc sufletul. De aceea socot ca¨ toate aceste
ôndeletniciri, departe de a fi nisçte ocupaòii de seama¨ ôn
viaòa unui cresçtin, nu sunt deca[t nisçte chestiuni
la¨turalnice sçi de prea mica¨ ônsemna¨tate, de care ar
trebui sa¨ ma¨ ocup numai ôn timpul liber, ca[nd nu am
altceva mai bun de fa¨cut.

Apoi, daca¨ dragostea de Dumnezeu se cunoasçte
dupa¨ ômplinirea poruncilor Lui - ca¨ci El ônsusçi spune>
||Daca¨ Ma¨ iubiòi, veòi pa¨zi poruncile Mele\\, iar eu nu
numai ca¨ nu pa¨zesc poruncile Lui, ci ômi dau prea
puòina¨ silinòa¨ sa¨ le ômplinesc-, atunci trebuie sa¨ recunosc
cu adeva¨rat ca¨ eu nu-L iubesc pe Dumnezeu... Aceasta
o ônta¨resçte sçi Sfa[ntul Vasile cel Mare, ca[nd spune>
||Dovada ca¨ omul nu-L iubesçte pe Dumnezeu sçi pe
Hristosul Sa¨u este faptul ca¨ el nu ôndeplinesçte poruncile
Lui.\\

2. Nu am dragoste pentru aproapele, ca¨ci departe
de-a ma¨ hota¨rô, potrivit Evangheliei, sa¨-mi pun sufletul
pentru binele aproapelui, eu nu-mi jertfesc nici ma¨car
cinstea, fericirea sau linisçtea ôn folosul fratelui meu.
Daca¨ l-asç iubi ca pe mine ônsumi, asça cum poruncesçte
Evanghelia, atunci nenorocirea lui m-ar durea sçi pe
mine, iar fericirea lui m-ar umple sçi pe mine de bucurie.
Pe ca[ta¨ vreme eu, dupa¨ ce ascult cu mult interes
povestirile ce privesc nenorocirile aproapelui, nu ma¨
ôntristez, nu-mi fra[ng inima de durere, ci stau nepa¨sa¨tor
sau, ceea ce e o vina¨ sçi mai mare, simt parca¨ o pla¨cere
ca[nd aud astfel de istorisiri. Pe deasupra, nu acopa¨r cu
dragoste faptele rele ale aproapelui, ci le ra¨spa[ndesc
sçi le osa[ndesc. Buna¨starea, cinstea sçi fericirea lui nu
ma¨ ônveselesc ca sçi cum ar fi ale mele proprii, ci, ca
orice lucru cu desa¨va[rsçire stra¨in de mine, nu trezesc ôn
sufletul meu nici un simòa¨ma[nt de bucurie, ci,
dimpotriva¨, sta[rnesc ôn inima mea un fel de zavistie
sau chiar dispreò.

3. Nu cred ôn nimic din cele propova¨duite de religie,
nici ôn nemurire, nici ôn Evanghelie. Daca¨ asç fi fost cu
adeva¨rat ôncredinòat sçi asç fi avut o credinòa¨ tare ca¨,
fa¨ra¨ nicio ôndoiala¨, dincolo de morma[nt este o viaòa¨
vesçnica¨, cu o anumita¨ ra¨splata¨ pentru faptele sa¨va[rsçite
pe pa¨ma[nt, atunci m-asç fi ga[ndit fa¨ra¨ ôncetare la ceea
ce ma¨ asçteapta¨. Un simplu ga[nd spre nemurire m-arfi
ônspa¨ima[ntat sçi mi-asç fi tra¨it viaòa aceasta ca un pribeag,
care e mereu gata sa¨ intre ôn patria cereasca¨. Dimpotriva¨,
eu nici nu-mi pun problema vesçniciei, iar sfa[rsçitul
vieòii de aici ôl socot cape capa¨tul existenòei mele.
Uneori, un ga[nd tainic se cuiba¨resçte ôn mintea mea>
cine sçtie ce poate fi dupa¨ moarte=

Sçi chiar daca¨ spun ca¨ eu cred ôn nemurire, o zic

numai cu mintea, iar inima ra¨ma[ne ôntr-o puternica¨
ôncredinòare ôn cele vremelnice, ceea ce o dovedesc
fa¨òisç toate faptele mele sçi necontenita grija¨ pentru o
mai buna¨ ôntocmire a vieòii mele trupesçti. Dar daca¨
Sfa[nta Evanghelie, care este cuva[nt dumnezeiesc, ar
fi fost primita¨ ôn inima mea cu credinòa¨, m-asç fi ocupat
mereu de ea, m-asç fi desfa¨tat cu citirea ei, ba chiar o
simpla¨ privire aruncata¨ asupra ei ar fi desçteptat ôn
mine o ada[nca¨ evlavie, ônòelepciunea, fericirea sçi iubirea
care sunt cuprinse ôn paginile ei m-ar fi umplut de
bucurie, iar eu m-asç fi desfa¨tat cu ônva¨òa¨turile Legii
Domnului zi sçi noapte, m-asç fi hra¨nit cu ele cum te
hra¨nesçti cu pa[inea cea de toate zilele sçi asç fi purces
din toata¨ inima la ômplinirea pravilelor ei. Nimic din
cele pa¨ma[ntesçti n-ar fi fost ôn stare sa¨ ma¨ abata¨ de la
aceasta¨ hota¨ra[re.

Sçi, cu toate acestea, chiar daca¨ mai ascult sau mai
citesc din ca[nd ôn ca[nd cuva[ntul Domnului, o fac fie
la nevoie, fie dintr-o curiozitate sçtiinòifica¨. Sçi, fiindca¨
ôn asemenea ômprejura¨ri nu ma¨ pot ada[nci cu cea mai
mare luare aminte ôn duhul Evangheliei, simt ca¨ ma¨
cuprinde o usca¨ciune, o lipsa¨ de interes sçi, ca sçi cum
m-asç afla ôn faòa unei ca¨ròi obisçnuite, ra¨ma[n fa¨ra¨ nici
o roada¨ sçi sunt gata, ba chiar bucuros, s-o schimb pe
orice carte lumeasca¨, pe care o citesc cu mai multa¨
pla¨cere sçi ôn care ga¨sesc mai multe lucruri pline de
noutate sçi de interes.

4. Sunt plin de ma[ndrie sçi de iubire de sine. Toate
faptele mele dovedesc urma¨torul lucru> ori de ca[te ori
ga¨sesc ôn mine ceva bun, doresc sa¨-l scot la iveala¨, ca
sa¨ ma¨ prosla¨vesc ôn faòa altora sau sa¨ ma¨ ôndulcesc
ônla¨untrul meu. Desçi, ôn afara¨, ara¨t o oarecare smerenie,
totusçi ôn sinea mea ômi pun toate faptele pe seama
propriilor mele puteri sçi ma¨ socot, faòa¨ de ceilalòi, cel
mai bun sau, cel puòin, nu mai ra¨u deca[t ei. Daca¨ va¨d
la mine un neajuns, caut sa¨ mi-l ôndrepta¨òesc, sa¨-l
acopa¨r cu o aparenta¨ necesitate sau nevinova¨òie. Ma¨
supa¨r pe cei care nu ma¨ respecta¨ sçi ôi socotesc nisçte
nepricepuòi, care nu sçtiu sa¨ preòuiasca¨ oamenii. Ma¨
laud cu binefacerile mele, ca[rtesc sçi ma¨ bucur de
nenorocirile vra¨jmasçilor mei, iar ônfra[ngerile suferite
ôn lucra¨rile ôncepute de mine ma¨ neca¨jesc.

Sçi, chiar atunci ca[nd ômi dau silinòa sa¨ fac ceva bun,
am ôn vedere ori lauda, ori folosul meu trupesc, ori
ma[nga[ierea ce vine din partea lumii. öntr-un cuva[nt,
eu cioplesc mereu ôn mine ônsumi un idol propriu, ôn
faòa ca¨ruia sa¨va[rsçesc o neôntrerupta¨ slujba¨, ca¨uta[nd ôn
toate faptele mele fie o pla¨cere pentru simòuri, fie o
hrana¨ pentru patimile sçi poftele mele iubitoare de
desfa¨ta¨ri. Din toate cele ônsçirate pa[na¨ aici, va¨d ca¨ sunt
ma[ndru, neônfra[nat, lipsit de credinòa¨, neiubitor de
Dumnezeu sçi ura¨tor de aproapele.

||Doamne, ônvrednicesçte-ma¨ acum sa¨ te iubesc pe
Tine asça cum odinioara¨ am iubit pa¨catul!\\

Fragment din Pelerinul rus, pag 68-70
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IERPURASçUL DE

PASçTE
Oamenii de la orasç
cinstesc azi pe iepurasç,
ônsa¨ noi cei de la sat
pe Hristos cel önviat.
Oua¨ rosçii, cozonac,
pra¨jituri cu nuci sçi mac,
dar sa¨ fim ca la orasç
cinstim sçi pe iepurasç
...ca[nd se-ascunde ôn gulasç!

Dumitru Ichim

monahii de la Cernica ata[t de dragi Pa¨rintelui. Desçi
are o cultura¨ fantastica¨, Pa¨rintelui Roman nu ôi plac
citatele< ca mai toòi duhovnicii, el e adeptul lucrurilor
clare> ruga¨ciunea, postul, faptele bune, iertarea,
dragostea faòa¨ de Dumnezeu sçi faòa¨ de oameni.

Acum ca[òiva ani, mi s-a adus la cunosçtinòa¨ ca¨ Pa¨rintele
poate beneficia de o despa¨gubire materiala¨ din partea
Statului Roma[n pentru cei 11 ani petrecuòi ôn ônchisorile
comuniste. Atunci ca[nd i-am comunicat acest lucru,
mi-a za[mbit cu za[mbetul lui ônca¨rcat de buna¨tate, m-
a privit ôn ada[ncul sufletului sçi mi-a spus> ||Draga¨, eu
sunt ca¨luga¨r, n-am avut copii sçi soòie sa¨ sufere dupa¨
mine, iar banii aceia vin tot de la poporul roma[n cel
obidit sçi ôncercat. Nici eu, nici Ma[na¨stirea nu dorim sçi
nu avem nevoie de banii neamului. Iar pe cei care m-
au chinuit i-am iertat demult sçi ôi iubesc, ca¨ sçi ôn ei e
chipul lui Dumnezeu, poate un pic mai ôntunecat...\\
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel, auzind ra¨spunsul, mi-a spus
ca¨ nici nu s-ar fi asçteptat la altceva de la Pa¨rintele
Roman...

Pilda¨ vie de buna¨tate, dragoste sçi iertare, Pa¨rintele
Roman Braga se afla¨ din 1989 la Ma[na¨stirea de ma¨icuòe
||Adormirea Maicii Domnului\\ din Rives Junction,
Michigan unde a fost stareòa¨ sora sa dupa¨ trup, Maica
Benedicta. Maica Stareòa¨ Gabriella ôl considera¨ un
adeva¨rat model de viaòa¨> ||Un om care a suferit ata[òia
ani sçi care la va[rsta sa este ônca¨ plin de viaòa¨, optimist
sçi vesel. Bucuria care o are ôn sufletul sa¨u radiaza¨, e
contagioasa¨.\\

öntr-o lume ôn care bucuria de a fi ômpreuna¨ cu
Hristos a devenit ata[t de rara¨, oamenii ôl cauta¨ pe
Pa¨rintele Roman pentru a se usçura de pa¨cate sçi pentru
a se ônca¨rca ei ônsçisçi de aceasta¨ bucurie.

Sa[mba¨ta¨, 21 aprilie 2012, Pa¨rintele Roman Braga
va fi sa¨rba¨torit la Ma[na¨stirea ||Adormirea Maicii
Domnului\\ din Rives Junction, Michigan.

Pr. Anton Frunza¨

NIMICNICIE
Sunt doar femeie, Doamne,
sçi mi-s ata[t de mica¨
precum ôn munte,
slova¨ de furnica¨.
Ata[ta omenire e-n jurul meu, vezi bine,
Cum o sa¨ afli sçi de mine=
Creaòiile Tale, ce minunate sa[nt
ômpodobind va¨zduhul sçi ape sçi pa¨ma[nt.
Eu sunt numai un nimeni>
privind, ma¨ minunez.
Dar nu pot, nici ca[ntarea ma¨ririi s-o pa¨strez.
ön marea-òi buna¨tate,
ne-ai dat pe cruce Crist
sçi tot ma¨\ntreb cu teama¨
de sçtii ca¨ Eu exist.

Ma¨ iarta¨, Doamne Sfinte,
sunt doar femeie mica¨>
mi-e teama¨ de\noptare
de ha¨u, ômi este frica¨...

Iar Domnul bla[nd, cu mila¨
a cobora[t aproape
sçi mi-a ôntins o ma[na¨>
- Hai, umbla¨ peste ape!
Puòina¨ credincioasa¨, de ce te ôndoiesçti=
Desfereca¨ ta¨cerea ônscrisa¨\n solzi de pesçti,
ôòi cura¨òesçte ga[ndul> e sfa[nta zi de Pasçti!
Eu te-am sçtiut pe nume
|nainte sa¨ te nasçti !

Florica Baòu Ichim

NEDUMERIRE DE PASçTE
Nu sçtiu dragii mei vecini
de-unde-aveòi asça ga¨ini
ônòelepte, luminate,
ca¨ fac oua¨ |ncondeiate.
Demne sunt de dragoste!
Dar a mea= Ce pacoste!
Proasta¨ e sçi nu cunoasçte
cum sa¨ faca¨-un ou de Pasçte.

Dumitru Ichim

Pa¨rintele Roman Braga ...
Cont. de la pag. 21


