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MY TRIBUTE TO ARCHBISHOP VALERIAN

by Dianne Scott-Farah

In 1961, Father Martinian | vanovi-
c¢i and agroup of sturdy parishioners
from the Prairies opened the first 2
week long Canadian religious edu-
cation camp in Shell Valley, Mani-
toba. 54 students from 8 to 18 years
of age registered. Bishop Valerian
drove up from the Vatra bringing
SandraNan, SylviaBaia, and Helen
Toconita with him, and along with
Adrian Popovich who was then a
student at St. Vladimir’s seminary
in New York, they taught us.

My first impression of the bishop
was as an 11 year old at that camp.
I felt sorry for him in class because
nobody wanted to ask him any
questions, so | did. When it got too
quiet I would just ask him the same
guestion over again because | had
no idea what to say any more than
anyone else. I think by the third time
he started to get a little impatient.

turned out to be avery long and dear
relationship. He was my bishop. He was my teacher.
And, he became, over many years, my friend.

Fr. Martinian, never one to stop when he was on a
roll, kept that camp going. We didn’t have much, but
we had a great time and great teachers. Bishop Vale-
rian kept coming and became my favorite. He seemed
to raise the level of the conversation, he challenged
us to think, and at the same time, he got to know us.
That was a very important part of the equation. He
got to ‘know’ us. He was interested in discussing
wheat crops with the local farmers, in gently teasing
the five year olds who came with their mothers daily
to cook for us, in taking time to chat with the 75 year
old men who stopped by to fill up the water tanks.
Just as he did at the Vatra, he made everyone at the
camp feel welcome, and was completely accessible
to us all. My impression of him then, and through
the years, was that he represented Christ, in the most
human way, through the relationships he forged. He
was a shepherd, and he went into the fields to gather
up his sheep.

What struck me was his seriousness. The church
was important to him. His voice during prayer service
in our small church was very quiet, deliberate, and
soft, but what came through was a belief in the words
as he said them. He was at peace with himself. And
because he was at peace, we imitated him until we
found that peace within ourselves.
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It was an inauspicious start to what \ ‘1 i‘fv‘

At the same time he was strong.
I remember one meeting at Qu’Ap-
pelle Valley where everyone was
losing their heads, and as the poem
goes, blaming it on him. A group of
hard-headed and loudly vocal people
were determined to secede from the
Episcopate, to become ‘independent’.
What, after all, they reasoned, did
they need with a church headquarters
in America? It was them against him,
and | wondered what on earth he
would do to calm them down, how
he was going to placate them. I
doubted he would succeed.

As | watched the proceedings,
I learned something valuable that
day about the bishop. He had his
prioritiesin order, his ego in check,
and a clear vision of the Episcopate
G ¥ which he would not compromise.
g‘; He looked at them, said nothing
/! - until they calmed down enough to
F "ﬂ" hear him, and he said, “I don’t need
» you. You need me.” For those of you
who remember him, he enunciated every word along
with some hand gesturing........ “I. Don’t. Need. You.
You. Need. Me.” He then proceeded to ask if they
had considered the pitfalls of becoming independent
in the Canadian tax system of things; the loss of com-
munion with other churches; of finding priests; of the
slippery slope of leadership without the Episcopate
to depend on for arbitration and adjudication as the
needs arose. By the time he was done, the crisis was
over, people went back home feeling better and with
a greater understanding about being part of a whole.

We needed more priests on the Prairies as our
churches grew, and Bishop Valerian believed we needed
some young and invigorating clergy. He sent us an
excellent priest, Fr. John Shunda. Unfortunately, due
to unforeseen circumstances, he returned to the States
and to the laity. He then sent us a new priest who was
just starting out, Fr. Constantine Tofan with his wife
Sue and their children Marlene and Stevie. With Fr.
Martinian taking care of the smaller rural parishes,
the bishop was able to inject the city parishes with
new life. This was a constant job for Bishop Valerian.
He had to guide the parishes through the process of
finding and keeping new priests to serve them. One
of the main objectives of the summer camps, both in
Canada and at the Vatra, was to train future clergy
and laity. His goal was for parishes to send their sons
Continued on page 6
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2014 FamiLy Lire/

ALL-AUXILIARIES CONFERENC

Last year, we began a new way of gathering as a
Church family —a Family Life/All-Auxiliaries confer-
ence. The opportunity to gather in such a fashion was
welcomed by many. This year we continued the tradi-
tion, holding the second Family Life/All-Auxiliaries
Conference at the Vatra on June 26-29,2014. A special
feature of this year’s conference was the Tribute Night
to the long-time leader of our Episcopate, Archbishop
Valerian of blessed memory, commemorating the 100"
anniversary of his birth.

ST
ARFORA Conference meeting in the Museum at the
Chancery Administrative Center — Photo by: Paul Hildreth

The conference brought together members of our
Church family from near and far, young and those
“young at heart,” those who are or have been familiar
faces at the Vatra and those who have never made their
pilgrimage to “our hearth” for a weekend celebrating
and strengthening our faith. In addition to those living
in the Midwest, people travelled from as far away
as Massachusetts, Florida, Hawaii, Oregon, Canada,
and Germany among other places, to attend. We
prayed together, learned a bit more about our faith,
in some cases discussed the business of a particular
auxiliary, and in all cases, enjoyed the company of
family and friends—new and old. For many, the
weekend was a reunion with their Church family.

The conference opened with a prayer service,
followed by a Caribbean-themed picnic. Young and
old alike competed in our second “Vatra Olym-
pics,” building community through team games,
relays, and, of course, the water balloon toss. New
friendships were formed amidst the spray of the
cool water of a broken water balloon on a hot day.

Both Friday and Saturday began with a short
prayer service followed by the raising of the
American, Canadian, and Romanian flags, and

=

AROQOY Chapter members “re-imaging” AROQY in St
Mary Chapel - Photo by: Paul Hildreth

so as not to overlap with one another so that those
belonging to more than one auxiliary could attend
their respective meetings. ARFORA welcomed a new
chapter from Naperville, IL. In addition, the ladies
gathered at a special luncheon for all women with
guest speaker, V. Rev. Mother Gabriella, Abbess of
Holy Dormition Monastery, Rives Junction, MI. The
Brotherhood elected a new chair—Mr. Ron Muresan.
And chapter representatives from St. Mary’s (Cleve-
land), Presentation of Our Lord (Akron), Holy Nativity
(Chicago), St. George (Detroit), and St. Mary’s (Fall
Church, VA) met to re-imagine ARQOY. In addition to
participating in their own workshops and community
building activities, the AROY members spearheaded
the Vatra Service Project. In memory and honor of
Archbishop Valerian, they dedicated their efforts to
beautifying his gravesite.

the singing of their respective national anthems. Orthodox Brotherhood Officers and Delegates following the An-
The auxiliaries held their meetings, scheduled nual Conferencein St. Mary’s Chapel - Photo by: Paul Hildreth
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Throughout the weekend, clergy, Christian educators,
parents and youth attended a variety of workshops and
talks. (Clergy were able to earn continuing education
credits for their participation.) Dr. Helen Creticos Theo-
doropoulos, a professor at St. Sava (Serbian) Orthodox
Seminary led workshops introducing a curriculum for
the entire parish —the Parish Family Night —developed
by the Greek Archdiocese. She also spoke at the main
plenary session—Keeping Ourselves and Our Kids in
the Faith. While there are no clear and easy answers
to this quandary, she was able to share some of her
insights. Other workshops included a presentation
on Understanding the Liturgy, a look at the Work of
Project Mexico, a discussion focusing on Balancing
our Professional, Church, and Personal lives and a
talk on the Ministry of the military Chaplain.

;‘., P

TheBible Challenge under the outdoor Pavillion - Photo
by: Paul Hildreth

Once again, we had a spirited competition for our
other educational initiative—the Bible Challenge. The
Challenge focused on the Gospel of Matthew, and it
was clear that some teams had studied their Bible!
Fr. David Subu led the effort assisted by Preoteasa
Stephanie. Eight teams—each picking their own unique
names—competed for the charity of their choice.
The team— “Love me, lentils”—of Scott Hendricks,
Jessica Precop and Bethany Avramaut took first place
and donated their $750 prize to Holy Dormition Mon-
astery, Rives Junction. A team from ARFORA won
second place and donated their prize winnings of $500
towards a new convection oven for the Vatra kitchen;
and a team from Merrillville, IN won third place. We
would like to thank the Orthodox Brotherhood USA
for donating $1000 and National AROY for donating
$500 towards our prizes.

Our young people were kept busy with our Chil-
dren’s Program. This also had the ancillary benefit of
allowing their parents to attend the various workshops
and meetings, knowing that their children were safe.
Activitiesincluded drawing with side walk chalk, face
painting, as well as other games and a water balloon
toss at the picnic (with a reprisal of the water balloon
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“activity” throughout the conference), and an ice-cream
sundae making and movie night, as well as a complete
program of activities to learn more about the Vatra and
the Orthodox faith. These included a Vatra Scavenger
Hunt and cemetery expedition, a “meet and greet” with
Archbishop Nathaniel and a session on |earning about
and how to make coliva. The children then led the
procession to the cemetery for the Memorial Service
on Saturday with their newly-decorated offerings of
coliva. Afterwards, everyone partook of the work of
their hands.

One of the highlights of the weekend was the Tribute
Night to Archbishop Valerian on the occasion of the
100" anniversary of his birth. It was a night to share
memories of our long-time leader in stories, video,
pictures, and songs. In addition to the Conference
Souvenir booklet that included a special pictorial
section of photos of and/or with the Archbishop, the
chapel was decorated with an abundance of poster-sized
archival photos of his life and ministry. The evening
began with the audience singing “In Casa Tatalui Meu”
(In My Father’s House). A video presentation and
the recitation of His Eminence’s installation speech
from 1952 then opened the program. Throughout the
evening, a variety of speakers shared their memories
of the Archbishop and the impact that he had had on
their lives. | would like to share a short vignette with
you now, from Connie Nan:

“My first contact with then Bishop Valerian was in
the mid 1950s when my parents were asked to serve as
House Father and House Mother for the Vatra Camp,
known then as The Religious Education Courses. | was
too young to attend; however, my parents were told
they could bring me along....The next summer, I spent
the entire summer at the Vatra. Like the rest of my
family and most everyone else, I held Bishop Valerian
in awe.... When in his presence, you knew you were
dealing with someone special. [At one point during that
summer, [ was there alone with the bishop.] I’'ll never
forget waking up Saturday morning and going down
to the kitchen, only to find the bishop waiting for me.
| wondered if | was in trouble for oversleeping, even
though it wasn’t late. Somewhat to my surprise, this
man that I held in such reverence and high esteem,
ended up making me breakfast of scrambled eggs and
cheese. Therest of the day was spent cutting grasswith
the bishop on his new and loved John Deer tractor,
and me using a hand mower...”.

A second, more lengthy tribute from Dianne
Scott-Farah isincluded elsewherein thisissue of Solia.
The evening ended with everyone singing “Memory
eternal”. We would like to thank the committee chairs
John J. Regule and Mark Kalugar for all their hard
work putting together the program as well as Fr.
Dimitrie Vincent for the video editing.

Saturday evening was a time to relax and socialize
with family and friends. Families gathered around the

Continued on page 7
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My Tribute ... continued from page 3

into the priesthood so they would have American and
Canadian born priests to serve their needs. And how
would he accomplish this?

The religious education camp system was not com-
mon in the 50’s and 60’s, although now it is a hallmark
of other Orthodox archdioceses around the country.
The bishop instituted the camping system to teach
us about our faith; to bring Orthodox youth together
to get to know each other; and most importantly, to
expose us to adult Christians who withessed to Christ
in their own lives.

He told me that, as a youth, in Romania, he had the
chance to go to a prestigious traditional Orthodox sem-
inary, but he chose to attend a lesser known but more
progressive seminary which he thought better prepared
men for service to the Church. (He was definitely not
one to have his hand kissed and with his beard in his
soup!) He was thinking of the future, of how to pass
on the Orthodox Christian heritage which had been
entrusted to him. He was a man ahead of his time.

I asked him once, ‘why are you a Christian?’ He
thought for a moment and said, “hope”. He didn’t
elaborate, but his life was one of hope to bring out
the best in people, which he did; to build a strong
central Episcopate after years of lawsuits and political
intrigue generated by the Communist government in
Romania; to improve communications by trudging
down to Woodward Avenue every two weeksto publish
Solia and the yearly Calendar; to immediately begin
a publishing chain of liturgical books in English in
keeping with the Orthodox belief that worship needs
to be in the language of the people. Most of all, he
had found spiritual hope in our creed: “in One, Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church, | acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins, I look for the res-
urrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come.” This is the hope he maintained, through all
his trials and tribulations on this earth, until his final
and assured citizenship in the new Jerusalem. As he
said in his last letter, “please, please do not think of
me as dead.” He believed what he taught us through
his words, his actions, and his hope in Christ.

When I was in college, he asked me if [ was interested
in furthering my education at an Orthodox seminary if
the Episcopate were to sponsor me. It was a bold move
for both of us. Our only agreement was if I married an
Orthodox outside of the Romanian jurisdiction, I felt
I needed to follow my husband rather than to worship
separately. Father Martinian was less sure either of us
knew what we were doing. What exactly was | going
to do with a master in divinity, he wondered?

I decided to try it, mostly because I loved the church
and trusted the bishop. It was a little disconcerting to
go from an ultra-liberal university in the 60’s where 1
was on student council to an ultra-conservative Russian
seminary, with 4 women and 95 guys running around
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in black cassocks.

One of the first things I learned at St. Vladimir’s
was that our Episcopate was again ahead of the curve,
because our Romanian Orthodox women were elected
to parish and Episcopate Councils, in comparison to
women in other jurisdictions being shut out of those
roles. Our bishop followed his own counsel. He was
a thinker, and a doer. I am not sure we fully grasped
then how different he was from the average bishop.

I graduated college and then St. Vladimir’s in 1973,
without a dime to my name and a couple of degrees
which wouldn’t get me a cup of coffee, but I never
regretted the decision to follow the bishop’s offer.
I will always be grateful to the Episcopate for the
opportunity, and am in support of more laity, both
men and women, seeking a post graduate degree in
theology so that many gifts can be used in the Church.

My particular gift is to write, so over the years |
have been able to use it wherever | lived in the world,
for Orthodox curriculum and Orthodox periodicals
here and there. We are fortunate to have two more
women, Stephanie Yova Yazge and Teva Regule, from
our Episcopate, who not only have graduate degrees
from seminary but have gone on to complete their
PhDs in the field. They far exceed my mandate, and
will be able to do some great work in our Church at
the college level. For such a small Episcopate, it is
extraordinary that we have 3 women MDiv graduates.
We have to give credit to Bishop Valerian for his
confidence and commitment to the education of both
men and women.

By this time, Archbishop Valerian and I were good
friends. My future husband, as life would have it, was
in the Antiochian, not Romanian, jurisdiction. Our
families were spread out, so the Archbishop opened up
the Vatra for our wedding, and hosted another bishop
and several priests who accepted our invitations by
arriving with vestments in hand. He lined them up,
joking that he was starting on time, with or without
the groom. He had a great sense of humor. We all
remember times we had fun with him.

The next years the archbishop and | passed
‘FYI’ items back and forth on religious education.
| did what | could, although | was in another juris-
diction. I would visit the Vatra with my family while
we were still living in Detroit. When that shadow
fell over the Vatra, one of the young lawyers from
our wedding and the Antiochian jurisdiction began
representing him. However, as Fr. John said, “We are
just too small to make any headway in court.” More
legal counsel joined the action.

The unfair accusations, which drew the Archbishop
into the mirage of American courts trying European
history, took their toll on him, and increasingly his
attention was diverted to hisdefense. The situation be-
came untenable as his churches were being physically
damaged, his faithful’s reputations sullied, his priests
subjected to scrutiny. He did what he considered the
SOLIA JUL/AUG 2014



honorable thing. He went to the court, and in effect,
said, “ I am giving you my citizenship back, and I will
leave the country as soon as I can make arrangements. |
will not allow this to continue to hurt my Church. One
man is not as important as their safety and welfare.”

At the time we were living in Kansas City, Missouri.
| called to ask if there was anything | could do. As
my husband had a business meeting in Detroit, the
Archbishop said to come to the Vatra...maybe he had
some clerical work I could help him with. That work
was heart-breaking. We copied the dossiers to submit to
various countries to see where he could go. | read the
liberation papers of the concentration camp where he
was incarcerated, and saw the number tattooed on his
arm. I read the recommendation of the school where
he taught in Italy as a displaced person after the war.
I typed up a list of European friends, mostly editors
and professors, as well as a list of American contacts,
for him to take with him. As we were standing there,
he asked me, “seeing as you are not a priest, priestess,
or a preoteasa, what are you going to do?” It was a
poignant moment. In spite of his troubles, he was still
concerned about his friends.

The last time I saw him, one sunny Saturday at the
Vatra, I saw a large hawk fly into the side window of
the church. The door was locked but the poor thing
was lying dead on the floor. I had to go get the Arch-
bishop from his office to get the key. He came, and
like the good steward he always was with the Vatra,
he got a broom and swept up the glass and the dead
bird himself. It felt like he was sweeping away his life
there, and the bird reminded me of the bishop’s eagle.

I asked him once, as we were walking about the
Vatra during the Congress, “Why, considering you
are intelligent and capable enough to do anything,
did you become a bishop, of all things?” He looked
around at an old lady sitting in the shade under atree,
and a child skipping past us. He said, “You have to
love them. To be their bishop, you have to love them
enough to do it.” And, he did.

Archbishop Valerian Trifa was kind of heart, fun,
disciplined, a good listener, an educated churchman, a
hospitable friend to all. He carried treats in the pocket
of his old black raincoat for the Vatra mutts, Lainey
and Gypsy. He invited the workmen he hired at the
Vatra to have coffee or lunch with him during his
breaks. He cooked and cleaned and cut grass. He fixed
a window if it was broken. He took care of himself,
but never took more than was needed. He traveled
by car to far-flung parishes. He was a good citizen of
Grass Lake, of Michigan, and of this country.

They say it takes an adult to lead a child to Christ.
Archbishop Valerian was that adult for many of us.
I learned from him as a teacher. I respected him as
a bishop. I loved him as a friend. And, I miss him.
Many people sitting here today feel the same.

But | also know he would not want us to stay still,
to use the past as a crutch, falsely believing returning
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to its institutions will lead us where we want to go.
The Holy Spirit is dynamic, not static, and our job as
stewards of the Church is to find new ways of passing
our heritage down to our children and grandchildren.
This is another time, and we are people of this new
time now. In this church of reconciliation and hope,
our best tribute to Archbishop Valerian is to live a
life in Christ, surround our families with an Orthodox
worldview, and to love each other, as he loved us.

2014 Fami |y Life... continuedfrom page5

Troitza or in the Big House for group photos. The
Hora dance group from Chicago entertained, and we
all danced into the night to Romanian and American
music. The evening ended with the traditional singing
of songs.

The conference closed with the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy on Sunday followed by a festive banquet.
As with all the meals at the conference, Mike Kalugar
and his crew treated us to a delicious and elegant
meal. (Many thanks also to folks from Cleveland and
Merrillville who provided some meals and desserts
for the weekend.) In addition to the presentation of
awards and scholarships, we celebrated the birthdays
of two young ladies. The sides of the pavilion shook
joyously as their entire church family sang to them,
wishing them many years. Afterwards, we helped to
devour the extra large birthday cake that had been
prepared for the occasion.

We would like to thank Archbishop Nathaniel,
Bishop Irineu, and the entire Chancery staff for their
support for this conference along with those who
spent countless hours preparing for the event and the
many volunteers who came to assist with the gather-
ing. As a token of our appreciation, the conference
planning committee donated 10% of the profits from
the conference to further the work and mission of the
Episcopate.

In planning this event, wetried to create agathering
that honored our past as well as one that would meet
the needs of our present. We hope we are on the right
path. We are now planning for the next Family Life
Conference and are actively looking for volunteers
and parishes that may be willing to help host such
an event. And, when the time comes, we invite all of
you to with faith and love draw near....

Teva Regule

SoLIA CALENDAR 2015

Submit your parish photos,
anniversary announcements, greetings or
business ads on the Ad Contract at:
http://www.roea.org/soliacalendar.html
or call 517-522-4800.

DEADLINE: October 31, 2014
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ST MARY CATHEDRAL

CLEVELAND, OHIO

3256 Warren Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44111
(216) 941-5550 - smroc.org

OCTOBER 11-12, 2014

110" Anniversary of the oldest
Romanian Orthodox parish in the USA

30" Anniversary of Archbishop NATHANIEL

as ruling Hierarch of the Episcopate
25" Anniversary of Very Rev. Dr. Remus Grama
as our Parish Priest

Saturday

5:00 pm Greeting of the Hierarchs & Parastas for
the founders & Great Vespers

6:30pm  Anniversary Reception

7:30 pm  Entertainment and Dancing /
“Ardealul” Students’ Dance Ensemble of Sibiu

Sunday

8:30 am Matins

9:30 am  Entrance of the Hierarchs & Hierarchal
Liturgy

1:30 pm  Anniversary Banquet

Reservation required.

Please, return the Reply Card,
no later than September 24"

Reply Card

Name

I will attend Saturday Reception and
Entertainment

#adults @$15.00
#children (under 12) @ $5.00

I will attend Sunday Anniversary Banquet
#adults @$45.00
#children (under 12) @ $20.00

| am unable to attend, but wish to make a
donation

Reservations Only.
Please respond no later than Septembe 24.
No tickets will be sold at the door.
Please make checks payable to: . Mary Cathedral.
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CONGRATULATIONS
(GRADUATES!

Saints Peter & Paul Church,
Dearborn Heights, Michigan

Blaise Christian Hebert,
son of Scott & Christina He-
bert of Dearborn Heights,
graduated from Divine Child
High School in Dearborn, Ml
on May 18. Honors received:
Advanced Placement Scholar
with Distinction; President’s
Education Award for Outstanding
Achieve meet; Eastern Michigan
University Emerald Scholarship;
National and International Thes-
pian awards; Varsity Letter and
Award in Band, Theatre and Debate; Michigan Inter-
scholastic Forensics Association Regional & State Level
Finalist in extemporaneous speaking, Eastern Orthodox
Commission on Scouting Alpha-Omega Award (BSA
Troop #1151, rank of Eagle Scout). His high school
activities included marching, symphonic and jazz
bands and pit orchestra. Blaise plans to attend Eastern
Michigan University to pursue a double major in History
and Computer Science with a minor in Political Science.
At Sts. Peter & Paul Church in Dearborn Heights, he
served asaltar boy and sacristan, isa2013 graduate of the
Sunday School Program, is current president of the Youth
Group (after having served as treasurer and vice-president)
and attended both Senior and Junior Camps at the Vatra.

Cristina Mary Moga,
daughter of Thomas & Debo-
rah Moga, of Northville, M,
graduated from Northville
High School cum laude on June
1. Her plans for college are to
earn a Bachelor’s Degree in
Nursing. She is a certified scuba
diver and enjoys fashion design,
sewing and reading. Cristina
was a Girl Scout for eight years
and earned the Bronze Award,
the highest award a Junior can
receive. She also won First Place and Best of Show in the
Northville District Reflections Program for Writing and a
Second Place award in the same program for Photography.
Cristina was a member of the Photography Club and the
symphonic and marching bands for several years. She
currently volunteers at the Cranbrook Art Museum as well
as the Ann Arbor Animal Shelter. At Sts. Peter and Paul
Church in Dearborn Heights, she sang in the choir,

Continued on page 14
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HIERARCHAL SCHEDUL E

| HIS EMINENCE, ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL |

February 27-September 8, 2014

February 27-March 3. Miramar, FL. Holy Trinity.
Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Lit-
urgy. 30" Anniversary of Consecration of church. Banquet.

March 8-9. Aurora, ON. Holy 40 Martyrs of Sebaste
Mission. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy. Feast day and Five year Anniversary. Banquet.

March 15. Elmhurst, NY. St. Mary. Great Vespers.

March 16. Ridgewood, NY. Descent of Holy Spirit.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Evening: Middle Village, NY.
Sts. Michael & Gabriel. Akathist to Bishop Policarp.

March 17-20. Syosset, NY. Holy Synod meeting.

March 22-23. Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine &
Helen. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Blessing of 6
readers. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Ordination of Subdea-
con Paul McDonald into the Holy Diaconate. Banquet.
Pastoral visits.

March 29. Grass Lake, MI. Chancery. Episcopate
Council Meeting.

March 30. Detroit, M1. St. Raphael. Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Pastoral visit.

April 5-6. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery.
Saturday: Vigil. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Visit
to cemetery.

April 9-10. Toronto, ON. Greek Orthodox Metropolis
of Canada. Assembly of Bishops of Canada meeting.

April 11-12. Ellwood City, PA. Transfiguration Mon-
astery. Saturday: Divine Liturgy for Lazarus Saturday.
Pastoral visits.

April 13. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathedral. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

April 15-17. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas-
tery. Tuesday: Bridegroom Matins service. Wednesday:
Bridegroom Matins service. Thursday: Hierarchal Liturgy
of St. Basil for Holy Thursday.

April 18. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. Matins
of Holy Saturday. Lamentations service.

April 19-21. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas-
tery. Saturday morning: Holy Saturday Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Saturday night/Sunday morning: Resurrection
Service with Matins. Hierarchal Paschal Divine Liturgy.
Sunday afternoon: Agape Vespers. Monday: Paschal Hours.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for Bright Monday.

April 22. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy for Bright Tuesday, concelebrated
with Bishop Irineu.

April 23-25. RivesJunction, M1. Dormition Monastery.
OCA Statutes Task Force meetings.

April 26-28. Potomac, MD. St. Andrew Mission. Satur-
day: Meeting with Parish Council. Great Vespers. Sunday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Picnic. Meeting with Parish
Council of Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Monday: Visit
to St. Andrew Mission site. Meeting with Fr. David Subu.

May 1-6. Regina, SK. Friday: Clergy meeting. Pastoral
visits. Saturday: St. Nicholas. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Installation of Fr. Lucian Constantin. Evening: St. George
Cathedral. Great Vespers. Reception. Sunday: St. Geor ge
Cathedral. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 100™
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Anniversary. Monday: Clergy meeting. Afternoon: Ft.
Qu’Appelle, SK. RODOC. Visit for preparations for 2014
summer camps.

May 9-10. Philadelphia, PA. St. Stephen Cathedral
(OCA). Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated
with Metropolitan Tikhon, Archbishop Mel chisedek, Bishop
Mark and Bishop Michael. Enthronement of Bishop Mark
of Philadelphia. Banquet. Evening: Great Vespers.

May 11. Elkins Park, PA. Descent of Holy Spirit.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Lunch/Supper.

May 16. Jackson, MI. Michigan Historical Preservation
Society Foundation.

May 17-18. RivesJunction, M|. Dor mition M onastery.
Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

May 24-25. RivesJunction, M 1. Dormition M onastery.
Saturday: Vigil. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

May 28-29. Clinton, M 1. Ascension M onastery. Wednes-
day: Great Vespers. Thursday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
for Patronal Feast concelebrated with Bishop Macarie of
Northern Europe; Bishop Ignatie Mureseanul, Auxiliary
Bishop of Spain & Portugal; and Bishop Irineu. Banquet.

May 31. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Bishop Macarie of
Northern Europe; Bishop Ignatie Mureseanul, Auxiliary
Bishop of Spain & Portugal; and Bishop Irineu. Banquet.

June 1. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy. Baptism of Michael Frank Gomez,
grandson of Protopresbyter Laurence & Psa. Anita Lazar.

June 5-9. Los Angeles, CA. Holy Trinity. Friday:
Vespers. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for Memo-
rial Saturday. Memorial Service. Great Vespers. Sunday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy of Pentecost. Banquet for 75%
Anniversary. Monday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for Holy
Trinity day. Evening: Meeting with southern California
clergy.

June 10-13. Temecula, CA. Holy Resurrection Mon-
astery.

June 14. San Jose, CA. Holy Cross. Saturday: Blessing
of new property.

June 15-16. Hayward, CA. Holy Resurrection. Sat-
urday evening: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Banquet for 50" Anniversary. Meeting with clergy
of northern California

June 16. San Francisco, CA. Protection of the Mother
of God Cathedral (ROCOR). Evening: Pilgrimage to relics
of St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco.

June 19. Detroit, MI. St. Andrew House — Center for
Orthodox Christian Studies. Orthodox/Catholic Dialogue.

June 22. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

June 23-27. Ottawa, ON. Monday-Thursday: Holy
Synod of Bishops meeting. Tuesday: St. NicholasMission.
Visit. Dinner. Thursday: St. Nicholas Mission. Blessing
of Troitza at new property.

June 27-29. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca. 2™
Annual All Auxiliaries / Family Life Conference. Saturday:
Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

July 2-8. Regina, SK. St. George Cathedral. Friday
evening & Saturday: Cantor’s Course. Evening: Great
Vespers. Sunday: Ft. Qu’Appelle, SK. Protection of the
Mother of God. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Opening of St.
Nicholas Camp. M onday-Tuesday: St. Nicholas Camp.

July 9-14. Calgary, AB. St. Mary. Saturday: Great
Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for
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45" Anniversary. Monday: Pastoral visits.

July 19-20. Ellwood City, PA. St. Elias. Saturday:
Great Vespers. Supper. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Thanksgiving Service. Banquet for 100" Anniversary. Visit
to Locust Grove cemetery.

July 26. Grass Lake, MI. Chancery. Episcopate Council
meeting.

July 27. Detroit, MI. St. Raphael. Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Meeting with Parish Council. Pastoral visit.

July 31-August 2. L ake Geor ge, CO. Protection of the
Holy Virgin Monastery (OCA). Pilgrimage. Saturday:
Divine Liturgy.

August 2. Frederick, CO. St. Dimitrie the New Mis-
sion. Great Vespers. Supper.

August 3. Lakewood, CO. St John the Hozevite Mis-
sion. Divine Liturgy. Banquet for Patronal Feast.

August 5-6. Ellwood City, PA. Transfiguration Mon-
astery. Tuesday: Vigil for the Patronal Feast. Wednesday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop
Melchisedek (OCA) and Bishop Michael (OCA). Lunch.
Holy Unction service.

August 10. Rives Junction, M. Dormition Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 14-15. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Thursday: Vigil with Lamentations for Patronal
Feast. Friday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated
with Bishop Alexander (OCA) and Bishop Irineu. Lunch.
Holy Unction service.

August 16-18. Montreal, QC. Holy Brancoveanu
Martyrs Mission. Saturday morning: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Saturday evening: St. Nicholas. Great Vespers.
Sunday: St. Nicholas. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet
for 20" Anniversary. Monday: Memorial Service for V.
Rev. Fr. Petre Popescu.

August 19-22. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. OCA Statutes Task Force meetings.

August 22-25. Kitchener, ON. St. John the Baptist.
Saturday: Great Vespers. Supper. Sunday: Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy. Banquet for 20" Anniversary of Consecration
of church and Farewell to Protopresbyter Dumitru Ichim
upon his retirement.

August 31. Troy, MI. St. Nicholas. Blessing of the
new church. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with
Bishop Irineu. Banquet.

September 5-8. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca.
Annual Church Congress. Friday: Clergy Conference. Friday
night: Episcopate Council meeting. Saturday: Congress
meetings. Evening: Great Vespers. Dinner. Program com-
memorating 100" Anniversary of the birth of Archbishop
Valerian. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.
Evening: Great Vespers for Patronal feast of Vatra Chapel.
Monday: Divine Liturgy.

| HIS GRACE, BISHOP IRINEU

January 6, 2013 — July 27, 2014

January 6. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy for Theophany. Great Blessing of Waters.

January 7. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy for the feast of St. John the Baptizer.

January 19-20. Portland, OR. St. Mary. Saturday:
Baptism of Sebastian lIoan, son of Fr. Cosmin & Psa.
Camelia Antonescu. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

January 23-24. Austin, TX. Assembly of Canonical
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Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America. Meeting
with the Assembly’s Committee for Youth.

January 26-27. Washington, DC. St. Nicholas Cathe-
dral. Saturday evening: Assisted at Vespers. Sunday: Con-
celebrated Hierarchal Liturgy with Holy Synod of Bishops
on the occasion of the Enthronement of Metropolitan Tikhon.

February 2. Saint Laurent, QC. St. Parascheva Mis-
sion. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Baptism of Rafael, son of
Fr. Daniel & Psa. Elena Cristina Ungureanu.

February 3. Montreal, QC. Holy Ascension Mission.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Baptism of Nicolae Christian,
son of Fr. Paul C. & Psa. Raluca Stoleru.

February 10. Grand Rapids, M 1. Annunciation. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy. Afternoon: Presided at the General
Assembly.

February 11-14. Phoenix, AZ. Franciscan Renewal
Center. The 10th annual Clergy Confertreat of the Roma-
nian Orthodox Episcopate of America.

February 17. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

February 24. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

March 3. Miramar, FL. Holy Trinity. Hierarcha Di-
vine Liturgy.

March 8-9. Aurora, ON. Holy Forty MartyrsMission.
Friday Evening: Vespers. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy on the occasion of the Feast Day.

March 10. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

March 12-26. Travel to Europe. March 17. Vinerea
- Alba lulia, Romania. Sts. Peter & Paul Church. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

March 30. Grass Lake, MI. Chancery. Episcopate
Council Meeting.

March 31. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

April 5. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Holy
Unction.

April 7. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

April 14. Manchester, NH. St. John of Suceava Mis-
sion. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Afternoon: Meeting with
Parish Council.

May 2. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Holy
Thursday. Twelve Gospels Service.

May 3. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery. Holy Fri-
day. Lamentations service.

May 4. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Resurrec-
tion Service. Sunday morning: Paschal Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Sunday afternoon: Resurrection Vespers.

May 3. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Bright
Monday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

May 11. Hayward, CA. Holy Resurrection. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Evening: Sacramento, CA. Sts. Michael
& Gabriel. Holy Unction.

May 12. Hayward, CA. Holy Resurrection. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Afternoon: Baptism of Lucas John Pan-
ayiotis, son of Rev. Fr. Octavian & Psa. Ramona Mabhler.
Evening: San Jose, CA. Holy Cross. Vespers.

May 17. Montreal, QC. Annunciation. Deanery Meeting.
Evening: Quebec City, QC. Sts. Peter & Paul Mission.
Assisted at the Vespers.

May 18. Quebec City, QC. Sts. Peter & Paul Mission.
Consecration of the new Church and Hierarchal Divine Lit-
SOLIA JUL/AUG 2014



urgy concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel and Bishop
Irinee of the Archdiocese of Canada (OCA). Banquet.

May 19. Montreal, QC. St. Nicholas. Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy.

May 26. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

June 2. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

June 9. Dearborn Hts., MI. Sts. Peter & Paul. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

June15. Clinton, M 1. Ascension M onastery. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel,
Archbishop Justinian of Naro-Fominsk (Moscow Patri-
archate), Bishop Nicodim of Edinet and Briceni (Moscow
Patriarchate), and Bishop Emilian, Auxiliary Bishop of
Ramnicu Valcea (Church of Romania).

June 16. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Bishop Nicodim of
Edinet and Briceni (Moscow Patriarchate).

June 23-24. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

June?29. Clinton, M 1. Ascension M onastery. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

June 30. Dearborn Hts.,, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul. Pa-
tronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

July 4-7. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca. Fam-
ily Life Conference. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel.

July 13-14. Houston, TX. St. Mary M agdalene. Evening:
Vespers. Sunday: Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

July 20. Anjou, QC. St. Elias Mission. Patronal Feast.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

July 21. Terrebonne, QC. St. Panteleimon Mission.
Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

July 22. London, ON. Holy Cross. Funeral Service for
Zamfira Flutur.

July 26-28. Elmhurst, NY. St. Mary. Friday Evening:
Assisted at the Vespers. Saturday: Consecration of the
new Church and Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated
with Archbishop Nathaniel, Bishop Michael (OCA) Bishop
Ioan-Casian (ROAA) and Bishop Ignatie (Diocese of Spain
and Portugal — Church of Romania). Banquet. Sunday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop
Nathaniel and Bishop Ignatie.

August 4. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy. Camp Vatra for Juniors visited the
monastery.

August 9. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy in the presence of a relic of the Holy
Cross. Evening: Vespers and Holy Unction.

August 10. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy in the presence of a relic of the Holy
Cross. Evening: Vespers and Akathist.

August 11. Clinton, M. Ascension M onastery. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy in the presence of a relic of the Holy
Cross, concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel.

August 17-18. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathedral.
Saturday: Participated in the Romanian Festival. Sunday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 24. Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity. Wedding service
for Bulbuc family.

August 25. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.
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August 28-29. Hollywood, FL . Holy Cross. Wednesday
evening: Wake Service for V. Rev. Fr. loan Sfera. Thur sday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy and Funeral Service. Afternoon:
Hollywood, FL . Hollywood M emorial GardensCemetery:
Burial Service for V. Rev. Fr. Ioan Sfera.

August 30-31, September 1. Jacksonville, FL. St. Anne.
Friday evening: Holy Unction. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy and banquet. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

September 8. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

September 15. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

September 17-19. Chicago, IL. Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America.

September 21-22. Merrillville, IN. Descent of the Holy
Spirit. Evening: Assisted at Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy and banquet on the occasion of the 105
Anniversary.

September 27-28. Denver, CO. St. John the Hozevite
Mission. Evening: Assisted at Vespers. Saturday: Conse-
cration of the new Church and Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel and Archbishop
Benjamin of San Francisco and the West (OCA).

September 29. Frederick, CO. St. Dimitrie the New
Mission. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

October 1. Clinton, M. Ascension Monastery. Second
Patronal Feast day — Protection of the Mother of God.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

October 6. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy. Memorial Service.

October 13. Markham, ON. St. Luke the Evangelist
Mission. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. After-
noon: Banquet.

October 14. Saint Laurent, QC. St. Parascheva Mis-
sion. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Afternoon:
Banquet.

October 15-17. Syosset, NY. OCA Chancery. Holy
Synod Meeting.

October 19-20. Nashville, TN. St. John Chrysostom
Mission. Evening: Vespers. Sunday: Consecration of the
new Church and Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated
with Archbishop Nathaniel. Afternoon: Banqguet.

October 27. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hi-
erarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 3. Chicago, IL. St. Mary. Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy and banquet for the 102" Anniversary.

November 10. Lorain, OH. Sts. Peter & Paul (OCA).
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy and banquet on the occasion of
the 100" Anniversary.

November 17. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy and Memorial Service.

November 21. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 23-24. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Memorial Service.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Memorial Service.

November 30-December 1. Clinton, MI. Ascension
Monastery. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Sunday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 6. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hi-
erarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 8. Troy, MI1. St. Nicholas. Patronal Feast.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
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December 15. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 22. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathedral.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 25-27. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Wednesday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of the
Nativity of the Lord. Thursday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
for Synaxis of Birthgiver of God. Friday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel for feast
of St. Stephen the Apostle, First Martyr and Archdeacon.

December 29. Troy, MI. St. Nicholas. Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy.

December 31. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral.
Midnight: Service of Thanksgiving for the New Year.

January 1. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

January 5. Clinton, M. Ascension M onastery. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy for Theophany. Great Blessing of Waters.

January 7. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy for the feast of St. John the Baptizer.
Great Blessing of Waters.

January 11. Kannapolis, NC. St. John the Baptizer
Mission. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

January 12. Sts. Constantine & Helen. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Afernoon: Baptism of George Gregory,
son of Fr. Gheorghe & Psa. Diana Acsente.

January 21-23. Bolivar, PA. Antiochian Village Con-
ference and Retreat Center. Meetings with the Committee
for Youth, as part of the Assembly of Bishops.

January 26. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy and Memorial Service for Archbishop
Valerian.

February 2. Rives Junction, MI. Holy Dormition
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

February 7. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Eve-
ning: Holy Unction.

February 8. Grass Lake, MI. St. Mary Cemetery.
Burial Service for Ovidiu D Maxim.

February 9. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hi-
erarchal Divine Liturgy.

February 10-14. Phoenix, AZ. Franciscan Renewal
Center. The 11th annual Clergy Confertreat of the Roma-
nian Orthodox Episcopate of America.

February 16. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

February 21-23. Anchorage, AK. St. Innocent Cathe-
dral. Friday: Concelebrated Hierarchal Divine Liturgy with
Metropolitan Tikhon, Archbishop Benjamin, Bishop Michael
and Auxiliary Bishop Irinee during which Bishop-Elect David
[Mahaffey] was consecrated to the episcopacy as Bishop of
Sitkaand Alaska. Afternoon: Banquet. Satur day evening:
Sitka, AK. St. Michael theArchangel Cathedral. Assisted
Vespers. Sunday: Concelebrated Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
with Metropolitan Tikhon, Archbishop Benjamin, Bishop
Michael, newly consecrated Bishop David and Auxiliary
Bishop Irinee followed by Enthronement of Bishop David
[Mahaffey] as Bishop of Sitka and Alaska. Afternoon:
Banquet.

March 4-20. Travel to Europe.

March 16. Iasi, Romania. St. George Metropolitan
Cathedral. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

March 23. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.
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March 29. Grass Lake, MI. Episcopate Chancery.
Episcopate Council Meeting.

March 30. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

April 6. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

April 13. Dallas, TX. St. Mary. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

April 18. Portland, OR. St. Mary. Holy Friday. Lam-
entations service.

April 19-20. Midnight: Resurrection Service followed
by Paschal Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Sunday morning:
Dewdney, BC. All Saints Monastery. Visit. Sunday af-
ternoon: Resurrection Vespers.

April 21. Seattle, WA. Three Hierarchs. Bright Mon-
day: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

April 23. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery. St. George
Feast Day. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

April 27. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

May 4. Naperville, IL. St. Athanasius the Great Mis-
sion. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

May 11. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy and Memorial Service.

May 18. Alpine, NJ. St John of Wallachia Mission.
Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

May 25. Clinton, M 1. Ascension M onastery. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

May 29. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery. Patronal
Feast. Concelebrated Hierarchal Divine Liturgy with Bishop
Macarie of Northern Europe and Bishop Ignatie Mureseanul,
Auxiliary Bishop of Spain & Portugal.

May 31. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery. Concele-
brated Hierarchal Divine Liturgy with Archbishop Nathaniel,
Bishop Macarie of Northern Europe and Bishop Ignatie
Mureseanul, Auxiliary Bishop of Spain & Portugal.

Junel. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

June 7. Chicago, IL. Sts. Constantine & Helen Ca-
thedral (ROAA). Wedding Service for Maria & Marcel
Bura-Cuja. Concelebrated with Archbishop Nicolae (Con-
drea) and Bishop Macarie of Northern Europe.

June 8. Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity. Concelebrated
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy with Bishop Macarie of North-
ern Europe.

June 14-15. Hollywood, FL. Holy Cross. Afternoon:
Concelebrated with Bishop Macarie of Northern Europe
the Baptism of Silvius Ioan, son of Rev. Fr. Silvius & Psa.
Adela Sfera. Sunday: Concelebrated Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy with Bishop Macarie of Northern Europe.

June 21-22. Kitchener, ON. St. John the Baptist.
Afternoon: Assisted Vespers. Saturday: Patronal Feast.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

June 26-28. Grass Lake, MI. St. Mary Chapel. Family
Life Conference.

June 29. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul.
Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

July 13. Naples, FL. St. Polycarp of Smyrna Mission.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Afternoon: Baptism of Olivia
Maria, daughter of Rev. Fr. Ovidiu & Psa. Adela Pacurar.

July 19-20. Anjou, QC. St. EliasMission. Saturday &
Sunday. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

July 27. Saint-Eustache, QC. St. Panteleimon Mission.
Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

Episcopate Supporters

Atty/M John C Ivascu, Houston, TX .......cccccoceerunnnne $300.00
Mircea & Maria Halmagean, Arlington, TX............. $200.00
Aurel & Marita Tofan, Fraser, Ml ......ccccccoveeecveeennnen. $200.00
Daniel & Kathryn Wilson, Zionsville, IN................. $200.00
Ioan & Doina Negulescu, Baton Rouge, LA ............ $100.00
Elena Lugos, Phoenix, AZ ......ccccccorineriieeiiieenieeen $80.00
Daniel & Helen Tonita, Regina, SK ..........cccceveeeenn. $71.27
Catherine Moodley, Denver, CO™ ......cccoovvvveeriiieeenns $50.00
Aldena Jinar, Ellwood City, PA ........cccevvveviie e $25.00
Memoriam
Dan & Deborah Teodorescu, Arcadia, FL................. $500.00

(IMO Engineer Petre & Prof Georgeta Teodorescu)
Doina & Alexis Vircol, Wilmette, IL

(IMO Vasile & Zamfira Posteuca)..............ccuee... $300.00
Andrew & Blanche York, Las Vegas, NV

(IMO Eugenia Virginia Popescul) .........ccccceevinnenn. $25.00
Aurelia T Pora, Frankfort, IL

(IMO Shawna ROSCO).cceieeeiieeiiiieieeeiieeieeeieeeeeeeeeeenes $20.00

General Donation
Estate of Helen Muntean .............ccccoeveeveeeveeeneennen. $2,030.00
National ARFORA

(Convection Ovens Project) .....cccoovveeeeriivneeennnns $1,750.00
National ARFORA (Hierarch Travel Expense)...... $1,200.00
National ARFORA (Vatra Housekeeping).............. $1,200.00
Peter J Petkas, Houston, TX ....ccoovvveviieeiieeiiieeieeennns $1,000.00
Family Life Conference..........cccocovvvieiienienicniennnns $800.00
St Panteleimon Mission, Saint-Eustache, QC

(Hierarch Travel EXpense) .......cccccvvveeeennininnnnnnn. $788.96
St John Mission, Lakewood, CO

(Hierarch Travel EXpense) ......ccccovvvveeeeniininninnnn. $750.00
George & Paulina Sarafolean Jr, Delray Beach FL

(Family Health)........cocoeeiiiiiiiieiiie e $200.00
Florence Westerfield, Warren, MI.............ccccceeeeeene. $30.00

Camp Vatra
National ARFORA .......oovieieieiieeeeeeeeee et $1,200.00
St George Cathedral Sr & Jr AROY,

Southfield, MI .....cccoceeviriieceiiee e $500.00
M/M Mark Vincent, Birmingham, MI ............cc..c.... $250.00
Stephen & Katherine Miroy, Stafford, VA................ $200.00
Camelia Radu, Garden City, MI.......cc.ccccveviivrevnnennn, $50.00
Lisa Ciharan, Skokie, IL..........ccccovvvivivvevviiniiiiiiieninnnnns $48.60

Department of Missions
St Dimitrie, Easton, CT ...ccccovveereeeeeeseeeeieeeeeeeeeen $1,000.00
Camp Vatra Mattress Project
Alina & Kenneth Kleinhenz, Santee, CA ................. $200.00
Alexandru Popescu, Santee CA ......ccceevviviveeniineeennns $100.00
Constanta Korolchuk, Inver Grove Hts, MI................ $60.00
A.C.E. Fund
Alex & Diane Popescu, Mount Royal, QC............ $1,000.00
2014 Episcopate Assessment
St Nicholas, Troy, Ml .......ccccooieiieiiciiccie e, $4,760.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, Ml ................ $4,000.00
St Nicholas, Montreal, QC .......c....coovvvivvvieeeeeeennn. $2,070.00
St Polycarp Mission, Naples, FL.........cccccceveeennnn. $1,050.00
St John, Shell Valley, MB.........ccoeeviieiiieeciie e, $840.00
2014 Special Assessment
Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI.............ccccvnieeeen. $1,000.00
St Anne, Jacksonville, FL............ooeeeeiiiiiiiniiiiieies $1,000.00
St George Cathedral, Southfield, MI ..................... $1,000.00
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St Mary, Dallas, TX.....ccccoeerieeiiieeniee e $1,000.00

St Mary, Portland, OR ........cccceiiiiiniiriiee e, $1,000.00
St Nicholas, Troy, Ml ......cccoovvviiieenie e, $1,000.00
St Nicholas, Montreal, QC ........coceeevveeiirieecieeereee, $500.00
Holy Confessors of Transylvania, Oakville, ON ...... $500.00
St Mary, Laval, QC .....ccocviiiiiiiiiieiiee e $500.00
St Nicholas, Ottawa, ON .....cccoovveeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee, $500.00
Sts Peter & Paul, Quebec City, QC ......ccceevuveiuennnne $500.00
St Polycarp, Naples, FL........cccoiiiiiiiiiieenee e $500.00
Seminarian Fund
National ARFORA ........oooiiiiiiiiieeeieeeeeeee e, $1,500.00
Camp Vatra Seniors Closing Brunch Donations
Florin & Tatiana Tamas, Park Ridge, IL................... $300.00
Paul & Paula Laslou, Ann Arbor, MI .........cevvvvvvvnnn. $100.00
Bobica Ladan Shaw, Glenview, IL............ccccvvvvvvvnnee $100.00
M/M Radu Stingu, Dearborn Hts, MI...........cc.cceee.. $100.00
George Vasu, Alliance, OH.......ccccooovveviiiiiieeniiineenns $100.00
Loria Family, Wyandotte, MI ..........cccevvvveriirennrennn $76.00
Tacob Family, Belleville, MI........c.ccccoeeviiveiiireiieene, $60.00
Emilia Catona, Alliance, OH ...........covvvvvvvvrvreninnnnnnnnnn $50.00
Mark Chestnut, Grass Lake, MI .........ccovvvvvvvenvvvennnnnnn. $50.00
Dorina Etzkorn, Bloomfield Hills, MI ........................ $50.00
George & Audrey Fatsy, Trumbull, CT .........cccvveenne $50.00
Richard Grabowski, Jackson, MI.........c.cccoevvviiivnnnnnn. $50.00
Stephen Grabowski, Fairlawn, OH ............cccceeeeeennnn. $50.00
Toan Laslou, Ann Arbor, MI .......oovvveeeeeeeveeeiiininnnn $50.00
Roxana & Dan Heisler, Warren, M| ........ccc.ccovvveevnenns $50.00
Grigore Marila, Chicago, IL .......cccccoveviiinicniciicnen $50.00
Cristina Munteanu, DPO, AP...........covvvvvvvevvvenvinnrnnnnnn $50.00
Marilyn Sipole, Indianapolis, IN ........cccccovvevierennnenns $50.00
Florentina & Daniel Ursu, Troy, Ml ......cccocovveeviinnnnn. $50.00
Simona Davis, Bay Village, OH .......ccooeeiiiieenennnn. $40.00
Toan Babut, Livonia, MI..........cccooevvivviiieiiieiiiiiiiiine $30.00
Jim & Jeanell Darling, Indianapolis, IN..................... $25.00
Archdeacon David Oancea, Grass Lake, MI............... $25.00
PN 1 16) 115 1101 SR $20.00
Cornelia & Robert Merchant, Griffith, IN .................. $20.00
ANONYMOUS ..ttt $10.00
Georgie Washington, Alliance, OH...........ccccveeveeennnn. $10.00
ANONYMOUS ...ttt sttt $5.00
Camp Vatra Juniors Closing Brunch Donations
Chebeleu Family, North Wales, PA...........ccccoveeeenn. $200.00
Gary & Anna Devine, Plymouth, MI...........ccccoeeeee $200.00
Tony Lohan, Lincolnwood, IL ........c.ccccoviiimniiinnnnnnn. $200.00
Beldie Family, Chicago, IL.......cccocoiviiiiiiiniinicnneens $100.00
Florian Crainic, Chicago, IL........ccccovvveiiirniineninnns $100.00
Corina Ghertan, Lincolnwood, IL.............ccoeeevvnnnnnnn. $100.00
M/M John Habian, Medina, OH ..............ccceeeevnnnnnnnn. $100.00
TIoan Irimie, Canton, OH.............ooooeviiiiiiiiiiieieeiiiieine $100.00
Gavril Rus, Skokie, IL........cooeiiiiiiieiieeeeiiciieeeeeee. $100.00
M/M Radu Stingu, Dearborn Hts, MI............ccueeenne $100.00
Adrian Tudor, Northbrook, IL.......cccccceevvvveiiiveieneeennn. $100.00
Mark & Katherine Vincent, Birmingham, MI........... $100.00
David & Stephanie Zablo, Canton, OH .................... $100.00
Ioan Fratilia & Family, Chicago, IL ........cccccvveveeennnn. $60.00
Daniel & Flori Hociota, Novi, Ml .....cccccoeevvveevinnne... $60.00
Tacob Family, Belleville, MI........cccoveeiiiiinieiiiiieenns $60.00
Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, MI ........cccceecuvevivrennnenne $50.00
Mark Chestnut, Grass Lake, MI ......coevvvvvvevrvenvnnennnnnnns $50.00
Richard Grabowski, Jackson, MI..........cuvvevvvuuvrnennnnnnn. $50.00
Joe, Monica & Stephanie Novak, Lisbon, OH............ $50.00
Virgil Balaie, Dearborn Hts, MI ........cccocoeiiiiirninnnn. $40.00
Ilie & Mariana Miron, Parma Hts, OH....................... $40.00
Mike & Lori Kiziak, Barberton, OH ............vvvvvevnnnee. $30.00

Continued on page 14
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In Memory
VIRGINIA LETITIA
CALIN

Virginia Letitia Calin
(nee Oprea), 90, former-
ly of Chicago IL, passed
away peacefully on July
24, 2014, at House of
Loreto Nursing Home in

o B Canton, OH. Virginia was
Virginia Calin with late hus- born in New Castle, PA
band, Dan on October 1, 1923. The
widow of Dan N. Calin, who passed away in 2006,
Virginia is predeceased by her sister Pauline Voishan
of Avalon, CA and survived by: sister-in-law Mary
Jane Calin of Boca Raton, FL; son Andrew J. Calin
(Debbie) of Antioch, IL; daughter Paula Ann Treff
(Very Reverend George) of Canton, OH; and son
Right Reverend Christopher Calin of New York City;
6 grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren.

Virginia was baptized at St Elias Church in Ell-
wood City, PA. She met Dan N. Calin on Valentine’s
Day, 1953 in Los Angeles, CA, and the couple was
married on April 25 that year in Chicago, IL where
they made their home. She was a faithful member
of St. Mary’s Romanian Orthodox Church in Chica-
go where she served as a member of the Choir and
officer of the Ladies’ auxiliary “Credinta”. She was
also a member of the Romanian-American Memori-
al AMVETS Post #109, and the Romanian Society
“Speranta-Emigrantul”, until relocating to Canton,
Ohio in 2006. She worked from 1975 until retirement
at JC Penny & Company. Virginia also served on
the national Boards of the Association of Romanian
Orthodox Ladies’ Auxiliaries of America (ARFORA),
the Orthodox Brotherhood and the Union & League
of Romanian Societies of America, and a volunteer
and “Dorm Mom” at Vatra Camps for many years.
She was a devoted supporter of Archbishop Valerian
D. Trifa and the Romanian-American Heritage Center
named after him, the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate
of America, and the Orthodox Church in America.

Funeral Serviceswere held on July 29, 2014 at St.
George the Great Martyr Romanian Orthodox Church,
Canton, OH, and burial was on July 30 next to her
beloved, late husband Dan at St. Mary’s Cemetery at
Vatra Romaneasca, Grass Lake, MI, in the presence of
Archbishop Nathaniel and Bishop Irineu. Officiating
clergy: Archpriest George Treff, Archimandrite Chris-
topher Calin, Archpriest Laurence Lazar, Archpriest

In Memory
EUGENIA VIRGINIA
(FrANCIS) PoPESCUL

Born on February 23, 1927 in Regina, Saskatch-
ewan, Canada, Eugenia Virginia (Francis) Popescul
fell asleep in the Lord on July 22,2014 in Las Vegas,
NV at the age of 87. Virginia was the proud mother
of Marla Gene Popescul and Mona Lee Chapman;
proud grandmother of Andrew James Chapman; and
proud great-grandmother of Itai Seth Chapman. She
is also survived by her husband, William. Though she
suffered from age-related illnesses, Virginia managed
to maintain an active life. She and her husband were
looking forward to celebrating their 64" wedding
anniversary on September 9. On August 2, Virginia
was laid to rest at St. Mary Cemetery at the Vatra in
Grass Lake, Michigan, next to her parents, Luca and
Veronica Francis. It was Virginia’s personal wish that
any donations in her memory be made to The Roma-
nian Orthodox Episcopate of America. May God rest
her soul, and may her memory be eternal!

Graduates ... continued from page 8

attended Sunday School, served many church dinners
and worked towards the success of the Annual Arts
& Crafts Shows and Scrapbook Crops sponsored by
the Ladies Auxiliary.

¢ Maria Magdalena Radu,
daughter of John & Maria Radu
of Grosse lie, MI, graduated with
high honors from Grosse Ile High
School on June 5, where she
. was a member of the National
Honor Society, President of the
French Club, and member of
the Pep Club and Interact Club.
She also participated in Junior
Varsity Soccer. Maria plans to
. attend the University of Mich-
igan, Dearborn Campus for a degree in Business. At
Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Dearborn Heights, she
is a 2013 Sunday School graduate and a member of
the Youth Club.
We wish Blaise, Cristina and Maria much success
in their future endeavors!

Financial Report ... Continued frompage 13

Romey Rosco and Priest Dimitrie Vincent. Belecciu FAmily ..oovccviiiviiiiiieiicsieeccceceee e $20.00
May the good Lord rest her soul with the righteous, Jonel & Marcela Susa, Addison, IL......cccccovrireneennne. $20.00
and may her memory be eternal. Bunul Dumnezeu s-o0 Sandra Kuziak, Steubenville, OH ............cccocvveeeeeennn. $10.00
odihneasca cu dreptii, si vesnica ei pomenire! ANONYMOUS .ovovvvinctisirisnis e, $5.00
Ryan Hociota, NoVi, Ml .....ccccoooviiiieeiee e $2.00
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CUVANT DE SUFLET
MaicA DoMNULUI
MAMA TUTUROR TIMPURILOR

Tubiti Frati Preoti si dragi cititori,

Fecioara Maria a primit numele de ,,Maica Dom-
nului,” de la Duhul Sfant, prin gura Elisabetei, dupa
cum ne invatd Evanghelistul (Lc.1, 43). Acesta este
numele ei adevarat, numele cel mai frumos $i mai
minunat, numele pe care numai ea l-a purtat $i o sa-1
poarte pana la sfarsitul veacurilor. ,Jata Mama ta!”
Ce dar nepretuit ne face Hristos prin aceste cuvinte!
Mantuitorul nostru ne lasd tot ce avea mai scump pe
lume: ne lasd pe Maica Sa, ficand din copiii Evei,
copiii Mariei, din fiii perzdrii $i ai mortii, fii ai vietii
si ai fericiri. ,,Maica Domnului este mama tuturor
timpurilor”- acest cuvant nu trebuie uitat! Natura
intreagd o preamadreste pe ea, care este dasavarsirea i
implinirea tuturor. Pentru flori, ea este trandafirul cel
ales, pentru pdsdri, Maica Domnului este turtureaua
cea auritd, porumbita cea nevinovata, privighetoarea
cea cu dulce glas. Pentru animale, Maica Domnului
este mieluseaua din care S-a nascut Mielul cel Dumne-
zeiesc. Pentru frumoasele stele, Maica Domnului este
luceafarul diminetii, care priveste rdsdritul Soarelui
vietii, Hristos.

Maica Domnului este zidul de care se sfarima toate
valurile pe care Satana le starneste Tmpotriva planuri-
lor lui Dumnezeu, impotriva lucrdrilor lui Dumnezeu,
impotriva bisericii lui Hristos, impotriva tuturor fiilor
impérégiei lui Dumnezeu. In cinstea ei s-au scris cele
mai frumoase céntari. Cu numele ei s-au magdiat toti
cei ce se aflau Tn mari dureri $i necazuri. Martiri i
cuviosi, bdarbati luminati si sfinte femei, tineri si fe-
cioare, copii si bdtrani, toti crestinii care aveau inima
curatd, au trdit cu numele ei pe buze, intodeauna.

Mantuitorul Iisus Hristos, in marea Sa iubire de oa-
meni, ne-a oferit, ca pe un mare dar ceresc, pe Mama
Sa, ca sd ne fie mama buna, mama care nu imbatranes-
te, mama care nu moare, mama care nu ne paraseste
niciodatd, cea mai puternicd decit rugdciunea tuturor
ingerilor, dreptilor si sfintilor este rugdciunea Maicii
Domnului. Toti care Indrdznesc sa-si ridice ochii spre
dreptul Judecdtor, crestinii 1si indreaptd privirile si
glasul si cer cu umilinta, cdtre Maica Domnului, asa
cum si-au indreptat glasul cei de la nunta din Cana
Galilei care erau gata sa cada in mare rusine. Maica
Domnului niciodatd nu ne raméne nepdsatoare, ci, pe
toti care 1i cer ajutor si izbavire, 1i apdra de rusine si
de necazuri, de osinda si de ispita cea rea.

Daca viata Maicii Domnului a fost sfantd, moartea
ei a fost dumnezeiascd. Moartea Maicii Domnului n-a
fost moarte, ci o adormire lind. Cea care l-a nascut pe
“Domnul vietii” n-a fost cutremuratd de umbrele mortii,
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pentru ca dincolo de viata aceasta, Fiul ei o asteapta
plind de lumina si bucurie, spre a o ageaza la dreapta
Sa. Precum zice Psalmistul: “Stdtut-a Impdrdteasa
de-a dreapta Ta, imbrdcatd in haind auritd §i prea
infrumusetatd“ (Ps.44,11) Intr-un amurg, Arhanghelul
Gavriil din nou este trimis catre “Cea plind de dar”
sd-1 aducd veste Tmbucuritoare, cd peste trei zile va
fi chemati la Fiul ei. Inima de mami tresiri auzind
aceasta veste.

Odatd cu vestea adusd, arhanghelul 1i dd o stalpare
de finic stralucitoare, zicandu-i: “Prea Sfantd Stdpdnd,
Maica Domnului si Dumnezeului nostru Hristos,
pregdteste-te, cd iatd, Fiul tdu va veni inconjurat de
cetele ingeresti, ca pe tine, care in brate L-ai purtat,
la ceruri sd te ridice. Bucurd-te, cd de acum vei pe-
trece de-a pururi intru impéré’;ia Fiului Tdu. Pe tine
moartea nu te va stdpdni. Preacuratul tdu trup nu va
fi dat stricdciunii, ci va fi preasldvit cu sederea de-a
dreapta lui Hristos. De acolo te vei ruga intruna,
pentru neamul omenesc. Tu vei fi de acum maica or-
fanilor, ocrotirea vdaduvelor, povdtuitorea fecioarelor,
bucuria scarbitilor si limanul inviforatilor”.

Ridicandu-se atunci Prea Sfanta Nascidtoare de
Dumnezeu se duse la Muntele maslinilor $i cdzu in
genunchi acolo de unde Fiul sdu se indltase la ceruri,
isi ridicd mainile, rugindu-se: “Fiul meu prea iubit,
care te-ai pogordt din cer §i te-ai intrupat din mine,
ia-md cu Tine. Ajunge-mi strdindtatea, ajunge-mi
despdrtirea de Tine. Zis-ai cd unde vei fi Tu acolo va
fi si cel ce-Ti va sluji Tie. Asadar unde esti Tu, Fiul
meu prea iubit, acolo md invredniceste sd fiu si eu;
cd inima mea e arsd de dorul Tdu.”

Si spune o veche istorie ca atunci cdnd Maica Dom-
nului se ruga, minunat lucru se facea: codrul suspina
adéinc, iar copacii se plecau cu varfurile la pdmant,
de cate ori Prea Curata se inchina. Pogorandu-se apoi
fecioara din munte, se duse la casa sa, unde Apostolul
Ioan si Petru o asteptau, invatand noroadele. La imp-
linirea celor trei zile vestite de Tnger, un nor cuprinse
pe toti apostolii ce erau rdspanditi la propovaduirea
Evangheliei si de la margini 1i adund dintr-o datd in
sdtul Ghetsimani, la casa Sfantului Apostol loan, unde
era Maica Domnului. Puterea Duhului Sfant 1i stransese,
ca sa fie de fata la plecarea Maicii Domnului. Singur
Toma lipsea si acum ca si la aratarea Domnului Hristos
dupd inviere. El era departe spre rdsdrit, In intunecatele
tinuturi ale Indului, si rAnduiala lui Dumnezeu a fost
ca el sd intarzie si de data aceasta, ca prin el sd fie
ardtate lucrurile lui Dumnezeu.

Cont. la pag 23
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V1ZITE PASTORALE

Hramul unei biserici - moment de
bucurie pentru crestini

Cu ocazia praznuirii Sfantului Prooroc Ilie Tesvitea-
nul, simbata, 19 iulie si duminicd 20 iulie 2014, parohia
noastrd gi-a sarbatorit hramul dar si cinci ani de la
infiintare. Cu aceastd ocazie, Preasfintitul Parinte Irineu,
insotit de parintele arhidiacon Sebastian, au poposit
in mijlocul credinciosilor comunitdtii noastre pentru
a marca aceste doua eveninente. In ziua de sambata,
19 iulie, s-a sdvarsit Sfanta Liturghie arhiereascd cu
un sobor de 16 preoti din zona orasului Montreal, cu
participarea unui numdr mare de credinciosi. Preas-
fintitul Parinte Irineu a adus in biserica noastrd spre
inchinare racla cu o particicd din sfintele moaste ale
Sfantului Ierarh Nectarie, fiind pusa alaturi de pdrticica
sfintelor moaste ale Sfantului Ierarh Ioan Gurd de Aur
pe care 1l avem in biserica noastra.

Sdrbdtoarea a continuat si duminicd, 20 iulie, cu
savarsirea Sfintei Liturghii arhieresti de ziua Sfantului
Ilie, la care au participat foarte multi credinciosi care
au venit spre a primi binecuvantare cereascd. Slujba
indltdtoare a fost incununatd de fumusetea céntdrii
corului bisericii noastre care cu maiestrie si dragoste
au ldudat pe Dumnezeu sub conducerea neobositele
noastre dirijoare Agnana Cazacu si Marina Negruta.
A urmat masa festiva si programul artistic pregatit de
membrii bisericii cu participarea a diversi artisti din
comunitate. Printre participanti s-au numdrat Mariana
Ilutiu, formatia TrioPlus, Marina Negruta, Copii Sco-
lii Romanesti Junimea din Montreal, surorile Fratea
Ruxandra si Anamaria, Tatiana si Florian Costache,
Mircea Georgescu, Ionut Rotariu (recital de poezie).

Ca preot paroh, al acestei tinere comunitati, aduc
multumire lui Dumnezeu, cd in toate realizdrile de
pana acum, mdsura care s-a aplicat in toatd lucrarea
a fost aceea a dragostei. Credem cu tdrie ca dragostea
crestind este puterea dumnezeiascd revarsata prin Sfan-
ta Taind a Botezului in sufletul crestinului, prin care
acesta are ndzuinta adincd si curatd citre Dumnezeu,
convinsi fiind cd 1n felul acesta suntem implinitori ai
poruncii lui Hristos.

Se cuvine sd dam slava lui Dumnezeu si sd privim
cu incredere spre viitor, avand ca ocrotitor si cdlduzitor
pe Sfantul Prooroc Ilie. Asa cum bratul ocrotitor al
Périntelui 1-a scos pe Sfantul Ilie din prigoand, din
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foamete si toate necazurile, la fel ne apdra si pe noi.
Dar, un lucru ni se cere: sd nu schiopdtdm in credintd,
nici in lucrarea faptelor bune, cdci ne-am ficut partasi
ai lui Hristos numai dacd vom pdstra temeinic incep-
utul stirii noastre intru El (Evrei 3,14). In rugdciunea
noastrd sia-1 chemam ca mijlocitor ciatre Dumnezeu pe
Sfantul Prooroc Ilie, care acum e “om ceresc,” casnic
al lui Dumnezeu si prieten al lui Iisus Celui preamarit,
cetdtean al raiului, pentru cd “mult poate rugiciunea
staruitoare a dreptului” (Iacob 5,16).
Pr. Ioan Cotrigidsanu
Paroh — Sfantul Ilie, Anjou, QC

Hram §i Aniversare de 5 ani...

Biserica Sf. Mare Mucenic Pantelimon din Saint-Eu-
stache, Quebec, Canada, a Tmplinit Tn acest an 5 ani de
existentd, o comunitate tandra, dar plind de acel elan
frumos care caracterizeaza varsta tineretii. Bucuria a
fost deplind, intrucat am avut in mijlocul nostru pe
Preasfintitul Périnte Irineu, episcopul vicar al episco-
piei noastre. Ne amintim cu aleasd mulfumire cand in
anul 2010, din dragostea sa parinteascd, ne-a daruit o
partica din moastele Sfantului Pantelimon, care veg-
heaza asupra comunitdti noastre. Duminicd, 27 iulie
2014, cu ocazia hramului, s-a slujit Sfanta Liturghie
arhiereascd, 1n sobor fiind aldturi preotii, Vasile Trif,
Jr., si Vasile Trif, Sr., cu parintele diacon Liviu-Claudiu
Vultur, slujitor la biserica Sf. Ap. Andrei din Laval,
Quebec, Canada.

La sarbdtoare din acest an, ne-am bucurat in spe-
cical de prezenta Prea Cucernicului Parinte Vasile
Trif, Sr., preot la biserica Sf. Nicolae din Baia Mare,
Maramures, Romania, care a pictat icoanele in stil
bizantin de pe catapeteasma bisericii noastre. Dupa
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excelentd de catre preotul paroh Vasile Trif, Jr., din
partea parohiei Sf. Mare Mucenic Pantelimon, ca
semn de apreciere §i recunoastere in organizarea si
sustinerea activitdtilor administrative si culturale ale
comunitdtii, consiliului parohial, corului bisericii con-
dus de domnul Catilin Ghioltan (licentiat in teologie),
ansamblului folcloric “Floare de colt,” grupului muzical
“Tatabostes™ si profesorilor de la scoala duminicald.
Sdrbdatoarea hramului a continuat cu o masa festiva
in spirit traditional roménesc la care au participat 270
de credinciosi.
Pr. Vasile Trif
Paroh — Sf. Pantelimon, Saint-Eustache, QC

1714-2014: 300 de ani de la Martiriul
Sﬁn;ilor Bréancoveni

Anul 2014, |n Biserica noastra se comemoreaza
300 de ani de la actul martiric al Sfantului domnitor
Constantin Voda Brancoveanu cu fii sai, Constantin,
Stefan, Radu si Matei, precum si a sfetnicului sdu
lanache. Dupd o domnie extrem de roditoare, de 26
de ani, Constantin Brancoveanu a ramas in memoria
romanilor ca fiind unul din cei mai prolifici conducatori
pe care i-a avut tara noastrd. A stiut mereu sd pastreze
relatiile externe, a dezvoltat o economie puternicd, ce
ii adusese denumirea de “beiul de aur” din partea tur-
cilor, insa cel mai important lucru pentru noi, crestinii
ortodoxi, au fost contributia sa enormd la dezvoltarea
culturii $i marturisirea dreptei credinte strimosesti.

Conform surselor vremii, chiar $i turcii au consi-
derat condamnarea la moarte a lui Constantin Voda
Brancoveanu ca fiind nedreaptd. La decapitarea lui
au participat inalti reprezentanti europeni care au §i
consemnat in scrierile lor toate aceste fapte. Poate cel
mai grditor exemplu il dd Antonio Maria del Chiaro,
care ne dezviluie ultimele cuvinte ale maritului vo-
ievod: ,,Cand Brancoveanu 1l vazu (pe gealat) ca se
apropie cu sabia in mand, ficu o scurtd rugiciune i
se adresa fiilor sdi cu urmiatoarele cuvinte: ,, Fiii mei,
fiti curajosi! Am pierdut tot ce aveam in aceasta lume;

| "
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cel putin sd salvam sufletele
noastre $i sa ne spalam picatele
cu sangele nostru.”

Nedreaptd sau nu, decizia
sultanului nu face decat sd Tm-
bogiteasca tezaurul Bisericii Lui
Hristos cu acest manunchi de
sfinti care ddinuie pand astdzi in
constiinta romaneascd. Dupd o
domnie atat de strilucitd, Con-
stantin Brincoveanu primeste
cea mai demnd moarte de care
se poate Invrednici un crestin, moartea muceniceascs.
Dupa decapitare, trupurile sfintilor au fost aruncate in
apa nsa capetele lor, au fost purtate in sulite pentru a
se da o lectie tuturor celor prezenti. Purtarea capetel or
bréncovenilor in sulite, a fost asemanata de cineva
cu un pom. Asa cum pomul are crengi care tin pe ele
roadele, tot asa si manunchiul acesta de sfinti, sunt
fructele unui pom roditor Tn livada Lui Hristos. In ultimii
ani, cultul Sfintilor Bréncoveni cunoaste o dezvoltare
remarcabila, fiind laudati Tn acatiste, rugaciuni, balade
iar iconografia reuseste sa surprinda profund jertfa lor.

Precum se cuvine, 1a 300 de ani de la martiriul Sfintilor
Brancoveni, cand intreaga ortodoxie roméneasca cinstesc
pe acesti mari mucenici ai neamului, si noi in biserica
“Sfintii Martiri BrAncoveanu” din Lachine, Montréal,
Canada am marcat aceasta Tnsemnatd sdrbdtoare prin
savargsirea Sfintei Liturghii arhieresti. Din dragoste $i
pretuire pentru Sfintii Martiri §i pentru comunitatea
noastrd, Inaltpreasfintitul Parinte Arhiepiscop Na-
thaniel ne-a facut aleasa cinste de a veni tocmai de la
sediul episcopiei de la Detroit pentru ne a fi alaturi.
In aceastd aleasd zi, am sdvarsit impreund cu un sobor
de 15 preoti din Montréali, Sfanta Liturghie dupa care
impreund ne-am bucurat de masa de hram pregatita cu
osteneald de bunii credinciosi ai comunitdtii noastre.

In cuvantul de dupa Sfanta Liturghie, am vorbit despre
viata Sfintilor BrAncoveanu si am ardtat importanta lor
istorica, religioasd si culturald, iar, Inaltpreasfintitul
Parinte Nathaniel, in cuvantul sdu, a tinut sd sublinieze
faptul ca jertfa lor este mereu prezenta si cd si astazi
se Intampld numeroase acte martirice in tarile arabe
musulmane. Mii de crestini sunt astdzi decapitati,
impuscati, injughiati in numele credintei si iata ca
Biserica 1i primieste Tn rAndul sfintilor. Trebuie sd
fim cu luare aminte si sd avem constiinta treazd
in aceste vremuri tulburi. Oricadnd putem sd fim
pusi chiar noi in fata moartii martirice sau de a ne
lepdda de Hristos. Noi decidem cum vom incheia
viata aceastd pdmanteasca; ne vom uni cu Hristos
sau ne vom lepada de El.

Fie ca Sfintii Martiri Brancoveni sd vegheaze
asupra noastrd si sd ne invredniceascd §i pe noi
sd ne facem urmasi vrednici ai lor urmandu-le
exemplul de jertfelnicie si dragoste pentru Hristos.

Pr. Dumitru Proca
Paroh — Sfintii Martiri Brincoveni, Lachine, QC

Sursa : Elena Muraru
t—:il. i L"r' i
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Aniversare de 20 de ani de la Sﬁn;irea Bisericii...

Parohia Ortodoxd Roména Sfantul Ioan Botezatorul
din Kitchener, Ontario, Canada, a primit in zilele de
23 si 24 august 2014, vizita Inaltpreasfintitului Parinte
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, cu ocazia aniversarii a 20 de
ani de la sfintirea acestui sfant locas si cu prilejul
evenimentului festiv pe care comunitatea I-a organizat
in cinstea Pdrintelui Dumitru Ichim la mplinirea a
70 de ani de viatd si totodatd a pensionarii sale. La
sfintele slujbe au participat preoti din comunitatile

invecinate si un numdr mare de credinciosi care au
venit pentru a-i multumi lui Dumnezeu pentru bine-
cuvantarea cereasca revarsatd asupra parohiei cat i
pentru darul pe care Pédrintele Dumitru Ichim I-a oferit
prin slujire si ddruire comunitdtii ca preot paroh timp
de peste 35 de ani. Trecutul trebuie cinstit i pretuit,
iar viitorul intdmpinat cu nddejde si jerfta dragostei
pentru Dumnezeu.

Participant

Sfantul Ioan Hozevitul cinstit la Denver ...

Crestinii ortodoxi roméni din Colorado au avut
bucuria sd participe duminicd, 3 august 2014, la doud
evenimente marcante in istoria comunitdtii ”Sf. Ioan
Iacob Hozevitul,” la hramul parohiei si totodatd la
aniversarea de 10 ani de la fondarea acestei comunitati
in oragul Denver. La acest ceas de sdrbitoare, Inalt
Prea Sfintitul Pdrinte NATHANIEL, Arhiepiscopul
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America, a poposit
in mijlocul nostru pentru a ne binecuvanta $i pentru a
se ruga alaturi de noi la Sfanta Liturghie arhiereasca.
Alaturi de Arhiepiscop, au slujit Preotul Paroh, Pr.

18 RUGATI-VA SI LUCRATI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXA IN AMERICA DE NORD

Bogdan Nichitean, impreund cu Pr Georgel Oanca
(capelan US Army). Credinciosii au fost binecuvantati
de Inalt Prea Sfintitul Pédrinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel
care in cuvéntul de invatdturd i-a indemnat sd pastreze
flacdra credintei aprinsd, aratandu-gi bucuria cd 0 méana
de oameni au reusit intr-un timp scurt sa “cladeascd”
aici o Catedrald a neamului romanesc ’in miniatura.”
La mai multi $i rodnici ani!

Pr. Bogdan Nichitean

Paroh - Sfantul Ioan Hozevitul, Denver
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§ARPELE DIN GRADINA DOMNULUI

Pr. Cornel Todeasa

Ispita este unul dintre cele mai chinuitoare aspecte
ale vietii omenesti. Ea a schimbat cursul creatiei
omului i planul Lui Dumnezeu pentru om. Ea l-a
scos pe om din Paradis si l-a trimis in lume intr-un
pelerinaj indelungat si suferitor, la straja cdruia std
Crucea Domnului Hristos. Ispita isi va juca rolul ei
sistematic pand cind trompetele ingeresti vor anunta
a doua venire, venirea victorioasd a Domnului si Du-
mnezeului nostru lisus Hristos.

Cuvantul ispitd Tnseamnd, in sens larg, incercare,
experientd; iar in sens mai special, indemn, solicitudi-
ne la pacat: mai precis, incercarea de a atrage vointa
omului la pdcat. Izvoarele ispitei sunt: firea noastra
deterioratd de pdcat; diavolul sau Ispititorul; si lumea.

Ispititorul- sarpele din gradind

Omul, imediat dupa facere lui, a fost asezat intr-o
gradind perfect amenajata in Eden chiar de Dumnezeu.
Aici Adam si Eva urma sd se dezvolte, ca primii copii
ai lui Dumnezeu, in compania Lui, bucurandu-se de
dragostea Lui nemarginitd. Dar aici, curand, se stre-
coard si ispititorul sub forma sarpelui viclean.

Despre acest ispititor ne spune Profetul Isaia (14:12-
15) cand scrie: “Cum ai cazut din cer, Luceafar straluc-
itor, fiu al zorilor! Cum ai fost doborat la pamant, tu
biruitorul neamurilor! Tu ziceai in inima ta ‘Ma voi sui
la cer, imi voi ridica scaunul de domnie mai presus de
stelele lui Dumnezeu; voi sedea pe muntele adundrii
dumnezeilor, la capdtul miaza-noptii; mad voi sui pe
varful norilor, voi fi cel prea Tnalt.” Dar ai fost aruncat
in locuinta mortilor, in addncimile mormantului.”

Diavolul sau ispititorul este Tngerul cdzut din cauza
mandriei. El a incearcat, incepand chiar de la caderea
lui, si inca mai incearcd sa invingd pe Dumnezeu si
sa distrugd Creatia Lui, mai ales omul.

In Paradis, omul cade ispitei astfel curmand prea-
curind, cresterea lui dupa planul lui Dumnezeu. Omul
este deturnat din Rai, si este pus pe o alta cale In care
totusi, din dragostea lui Dumnezeu, i se pregateste
mantuirea.

Motivul ispitei

Dacd mandria de a fi mai mare decat Dumnezeu
l-a impins la revolta si cdderea lui din cer, invidia
este ceea ce-l face pe diavol sa-l ispiteascd pe om.
Mindria si invidia sunt cele doud pdcate mari care
vin de la diavol. Cand le avem in sufletul nostru ne
duc la mestrul lor, diavolul.

Diavolul a fost invidios pe om, mai ales pentru dra-
gostea pe care Dumnezeu o are pentru el. [ata ce spune
Sf. Ioan Gurd de Aur: “Uitd-te la invidia vicleanului
demon si la mult impleticita lui uneltire! L-a vazut pe
omul creat ajuns la cea mai Tnaltd cinste, aproape cu
nimic mai prejos decét ingerii precum spune si ferici-
tul David: ‘Micsoratu-l-ai pe dansul cu putin fatd de
ingeri; iar acest ‘putin’ l-a adus pdcatul neascultarii,
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cd profetul a spus aceste cuvinte dupd neascultare.
Deci demonul, incepdtorul rdutdtii, vazandu-1 pe om
ajuns inger pe pamant, era mistuit de invidie, pentru ca
el — care petrecuse intre puterile cele de sus si fusese
aruncat jos de la inaltimea aceea din pricina voii sale
rele si a covarsitoarei lui rdutdti — s-a folosit de multa
siretenie, ca sd lipseasca pe om de bunavointa lui
Dumnezeu, sa-1 faca sa fie neascultator, sa-i ia atitea
bundtdti atdt de mari date lui de iubirea de oameni a
lui Dumnezeu.”

Posibilitatea ispitei

Ispita a fost posibild in Paradis din mai multe motive:

1) Ispita a fost posibild pentru cd omul in Paradis
primise $i 0 poruncd — de a nu manca din pomul cu-
nostintei binelui si raului.

2) Ispita a fost posibild si pentru ca omului i s-a dat
libertatea vointei, puterea de a alege, purtand “chipul”
lui Dumnezeu 1n el. Fara de aceasta omul ar fi fost
un simplu «robot,» 0 «jucarie vie.»

3) Omul la momentul primirii poruncii, nu era
crescut destul, nu era ajuns la statura “omului desa-
varsit” care este planul lui Dumnezeu pentru el. Omul,
pana la momentul cdderii era doar un copil ingrijit de
Dumnezeu. Porunca a fost data tocmai ca sa-1 ajute
pe acest copil sa se dezvolte intr-un om desavarsit,
sd ajungd la “asemdnarea cu Dumnezeu.” Fird de
aceastd poruncd, libertatea omului §i puterea lui de
alegere si decizie nu se puteau manifesta, si omul nu
se desdvarsea.

Dar omul sub ispita Ispititorului alege sd nu ascul-
te pe Dumnezeu, sd nu se supuna Lui -ci se supune
ispititorului.

Urmarea ispitei

Daca omul ar fi rezistat diavolului, ispita lui ar
fi devenit doar o incercare, din care omul ar fi iesit
intdrit, si mai aproape de telul pentru care el a fost
creat de Dumnezeu, adicd desavargirea.

Cidzand sub ispita diavolului, omul suportd unele
consecinte. In primul rind el este scos din rai si trimis
intr-o lume care 1i este ostild si greu de administrat.
Viata in Paradis era minunatd, cici totul i se supunea,
administratia Raiului i-a fost usoard caci Raiul a fost
facut pentru el.

Nu mai era la fel cu lumea de dincoace de rai, de
dupa cddere. Cagtigarea hranei se va face cu sudoare,
din greu. Nasterea de copii se va face in chinuri. lar
omul va fi supus mortii. Moartea, desi doar un accident,
devine parte a naturii cdzute a omului. Dar poate cea
mai chinuitoare consecintd a pacatului primordial este
cd “chipul lui Dumnezeu” in om se altereazd si apare
inclinatia spre pacat.

Mai mult, caderea primordiald a omului d4 ispititor-
ului curaj si incredere, si 1i deschide un teritoriu vast

Cont. la pag 24
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2014 SUMMER CAMPS - TABERELE DE VARA
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The campers at Camp Saint Nicholas in Fort Qu’appelle, SK, Canada, July 6-12, 2014, along with His
Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, Fr. Dan Hoarste - Camp Director, Deacon Dan Chirtu - Camp Admin-
istrator; and Fr. Cosmin Vint.

Tinerii participanti la Tabara Sfantul Nicolae din Fort Qu’appelle, SK, Canada, 6 - 12 iulie 2014 impreuna
cu Inaltpreasfintitul Parinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, Pr Dan Hoarste - directorul taberei, Diac. Dan Chirtu
- administratorul taberei gi Pr. Cosmin Vint.

The first camp organized by our Episcopate in Montreal, July 28 - August 1, 2014.
The campers along with the clergy and instructors at Camp Saint Mary, Montreal, QC, Canada - Fr. Dan
Hoar§te - Camp Director, Fr. Liviu Alexandrescu, Fr. Ioan Iancu, Fr. Gabriel Alexe, Fr. Catalin Stoleru,
Fr. Constantin Lungu, Psa. Mihaela Iancu.

Prima tabara organizatia de episcopia noastra in Montreal, 28 iulie - 1 august 2014.
Tinerii participanti impreuna cu preotii si instructorii la Tabara Sfanta Maria din Montreal, QC, Cana-
da - Pr Dan Hoarste - Directorul taberei, Pr. Liviu Alexandrescu, Pr. Ioan lancu, Pr. Gabriel Alexe, Pr.
Catalin Stoleru, Pr. Constantin Lungu, Doamna Preoteasa Mihaela Iancu.
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The campers and staff of Camp Vatra for Juniors, July 27 - August 9, 2014 with Psa. Mary Ellen - Camp
Director, Fr. Dan Hoarste, Fr David Subu, Fr. Mircea Vasiu.

Tinerii si personalul participant la Tabara de Vara pentru Juniori de la Vatra Roméneasca 27 iulie - 9
august 2014 impreuni cu Directoarea Taberei Doamna Preoteasd Mary Ellen Rosco, Pr. Dan Hoarste, Pr.

David Subu, Pr. Mircea Vasiu.

The participants at Camp Vatra for Seniors, July 13-26, 2014, with Archbishop Nathaniel, Bishop Irineu,
Fr. Dan Hoarste - Camp Director, Psa. Mary Ellen Rosco, Fr. Dimitrie Vincent.

Participantii la Tabédra de Vara pentru Seniori de la Vatra Roméneasci, 13-26 iulie 2014 - impreuni cu
Inaltpreasﬁntltul Pirinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, Preasfintitul Parinte Episcop Irineu, Pr. Dan Hoargte -
Directorul Taberel, Doamna Preoteasa Mary Ellen Rosco, Pr. Dimitrie Vincent
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PACEA sAU ILuziA

Diacon Catalin Grumeza

“Pacea Mea v-o las voud” (loan 14, 27)

Citind Vietile Sfintilor ne putem da seama cd Inca
din acele vremuri oamenii vorbeau cu idolii si zeii,
fiind vorba de acele religii idolatre in care paganii
vorbeau cu duhurile necurate, care se aflau 1n statuile
zeilor. Ecleziastul spunea cd “nimic nu este nou sub
soare”, asa se intdmpld si astdzi cand foarte multi
oameni au ajuns sd se prosterneze prin diverse prac-
tici acestor zei orientali, budisti, chinezi, indieni,
japonezi sau tibetani. Din nefericire, aceste persoane
care practicd aceastd inchinare la acesti zei o fac de
bundvoie si nu sub amenintarea chinurilor, asa cum
se intdmpld in primele veacuri crestine, cand acestia
erau obligati sd se inchine diverselor zeitdti romane,
si foarte multi dintre ei pldtind cu martiriul lor faptul
cd nu s-au prosternat zeitdtilor, ajungand astfel modele
de vietuire si biruintd crestind.

Nimeni nu ne obligd astdzi sd practicim yoga sau
sd ne Inchindm zeitdtilor si mai ales sd credem 1in
redncarnare. Trdim vremuri in care spunem cd avem
dreptul sa credem in ce vrem noi, sd ne alegem religia
sau doctrina care ni se potriveste, dar din pacate foarte
putini sunt cei care, atunci cand 1si aleg o doctrind
sau un mod nou de viatd, cerceteazd cu deamanuntul
doctrina sau practica pe care vor sd si-o insuseasca.
Este ca si cum ai dori sd traversezi un riu nestiind
cat de adanc este. Din pdcate foarte multi tineri $i nu
numai, nesiliti de nimeni aleg aceste credinte idolatre,
asiatice, care ne invadeazd la tot pasul spundnd ca prin
multd “meditatie” aduc cu ele “Pacea”. Dar oare de
“Pacea” lui Hristos sd fie vorba?

Pe lingd aceste persoane care practicd yoga mai sunt
si radiestezistii care toti cred in redncarnare, desi 1i
trimit pe pacienti la Biserica.

Aceste asa zise religii, care de fapt nu sunt altceva
decat erezii si credinte pdgéine, nu cdi spirituale $i nici
tehnici sapientale, dincolo de elementele de filosofie
care se pot gdsi in ele.

Religiile acestea s-au indepdrtat de Dumnezeul Cel
Adevdrat, unic si personal, la care ne inchindm noi,
de Dumnezeul pdrintilor nostri, al lui Avraam, Isaac si
Iacov. Dumnezeul pe care protopdrintii nostrii Adam
si Eva L-au cunoscut, L-au vdzut si I s-au Inchinat
Lui ca unui Domn si Dumnezeu adevdrat, Facatorul
si ziditorul lor, un Dumnezeu pe care aceste religii
L-au parasit odatd cu trecerea timpului, pastrandu-se
in ele doar unele reminiscente ale adevdratei religii.
S - au indepartat de Acel Dumnezeu revelat in Vechiul
Testament, Care comunica direct cu Abel, cu Noe, cu
Lot si urmasii lor profetii Vechiului Testament — Moise,
Ilie, Isaia, Eremia, Ezechiel, Daniel sau Sfantul Ioan
Botezdtorul.

Noile religii au cdzut in politeism si idolatrie,
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ajungind sd venereze astrii cerului, vantul, oceanul,
plantele, demonilor si duhurile rele. S-a ajuns astfel
ca locul lui Dumnezeu sa fie luat de zeii sumerienti,
mesopotamieni, egipteni, babilonieni, asiro-caldeeni
si canaaneeni, care venerau pe zeul Baal.

Religiile orientale au preluat de-a lungul timpului
credinta In zeii hindusi, budisti, inchinandu-se astfel la
Baali, idoli pagani, religii politeiste care au dus si duc
pe omul contemporan intr-o mare pierzanie, deoarece
crezand ca vor gasi “Pacea” si alinarea sufletelor nu
fac altceva decat sd meargd pe calea care duce spre
osinda vesnica.

Aceste credinte eretice, animiste, panteiste, magice
si samanice 1i creazd omului contemporan ideea de
misticism si rezolvarea tuturor prblemelor intr-un
timp foarte scurt.

“Channeling” sau samanismul de tip New Age in
care mediul se lasd posedat de asa numitele entitdti,
care nu sunt altceva decét duhuri necurate, care isi
atribuie diverse entitdti si vorbesc prin el sau i dic-
teazd anumite mesaje.

In budismul tibetan se gdsesc practice asemandtoare,
in care Dalai Lama obisnuieste sd-si consulte “Ora-
colul”, intrand in transd, posedat fiind de un duh
ce-i transmite “mesaje”. In religiile universaliste, in
budism si islamism, rugdciunea este desigur cultivata
ca in toate religiile, dar trebuie sd observam faptul ca
rugdciunea budistd este contrard spiritului si literei
budismului primitiv, care este ateu si deci nu are o
comunicare a sufletului cu Dumnezeu, de altfel, in
budismul primitiv nici nu a existat vreun cult, ci numai
meditatie si practici ascete.

Budismul este una dintre religiile politeiste cele
mai raspandite in lume, fiind foarte asemiandtoare cu
hinduismul deoarece ambele invatd karma (eticd ca-
uza efect), maya (natura iluzorie a lumii) $i samsara
(ciclul de reancarnari), iar scopul final este dobandi-
rea “ilumindrii” dupd cum o percep ei. Buda nu s-a
considerat niciodata Dumnezeu, ci unii dintre ucenicii
sdi l-au ridicat la acest statut.

fn crestinism ni se afirma foarte clar ci Tisus este
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Fiul Iui Dumnezeu (Matei 3, 17) “Acesta este Fiul
Meu cel iubit intru Care am binevoit” si cd El si
Dumnezeu sunt una (Ioan 10, 30) “ Eu si Tatdl Meu
una suntem”. Nu putem sa ne numim pe sme crestini
dacd nu marturisim credinta in lisus Hristos. in budlsm
Buda este cel care aratd calea de a ajunge in nirvana,
in crestinism Hristos este Calea si Cel care ne aratd
Calea, sprijinindu-ne la fiecare pas spre a ajunge la
mantuire si fdcAndu-ne cea mai frumoasd declaratie
de iubire (Matei 28, 20) “Iata, Eu sunt cu voi 1n toate
zilele pand la sfarsitul veacului”

Ceea ce este specific hinduismului, budismului sau
daoismului este credinta in divinul impersonal, si nu
cunosc nici rugdciunea cdtre El. Ei repetd MANTRE,
formule magice, nu rugdciuni. Pentru ei Dumnezeu
este un spirit universal impersonal, fiind asemenea
unei energii lipsitd de constiintd personald. Ei se
roagd mai curdnd sufletelor strdmosilor de unde cer
binecuvantare si ocrotire. Spiritul, in conceptia budistd
este lumea care este materializatd sub forma iluzorie
a fiintelor si obiectelor.

in ortodox1e stim cd Dumnezeu este cel care prin
purtarea Sa de grijd, prin harul Sdu necreat tine lumea
pe care a creat-o $i a binecuvéntat-o cu insusi scump
sangele Sdu. Harul divin este energia necreatd a lui
Dumnezeu, care nu se identificd cu lumea nsasi.

Asa cum Pdrintele Stdniloaie spunea cd numai o
Persoand poate iubi, Dumnezeu este Persoand, in
budism si yoga nu existd Dumnezeu, ci doar un spirit
impersonal, credinta fiind un vid, reducéndu-se totul la
Nimic, un gol desavarsit. Pentru ei, lumea este umbra
si vis, o iluzie fdra sfarsit in care 1si gdsesc linistea
dupd multe redncarndri.

Dumnezeu este Cel care transcede totul, materia,
timpul, spatiul iar revelatia crestind ne incredinteaza
de existenta absolutd a unui Dumnezeu vesnic.

Dacd vom avea o relatie personala cu Dumnezeu,
o relatie bazatd pe iubire, comunicare $i comuniune
cu El vom dobindi méantuirea si nu vidul si energiile
impersonale care ne duc spre iluzie.

“Legea karmei” cu un mecanism impersonal, abstract
nu va aduce iertarea pacatelor ci numai Taina Sfintei
Spovedanii aduce cu sine spﬁlarea pacatelor, iar prin
Taina Sfintei Impartasann unirea cu Hristos care a
biruit moartea, prin Intrupare, Ristignire si Inviere.

In religia crestind Dumnezeu nu este un iluzionist,
un scamator care ne oferd doar senzatii, stdri in care
credem cd ne-am gasit sau nu “Pacea”, iar dacd mai
facem anumite greseli va trebui sd ne mai reAncarnam
de cine stie céte ori pAnd vom ajunge intr-un final in
Nirvana unde de fapt totul este doar o iluzie, un vid
nesfarsit.

Numai Dumnezeul cel adevirat care din nespusa
iubire fatd de oameni, de creatia Sa 1si pune viata
pentru a ne rascumpdra de chinul cel vesnic si ne
aratd Calea, ne ddruieste solutia pentru viata vesnicd.
Nu prin meditatie si mantre magice putem ajunge la
cunoagterea lui Dumnezeu ci prin Sfintele Taine ale
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Cand Maica Domnului i-a vdzut adunati pe toti, cu
duiosie le zise: “Fiilor, Fiul meu ma cheamad la EI.
Gavriil cel ce mi-a adus vestea nagterii, Acela mi-a
adus si vestea plecdrii mele la ceruri. Multumesc Fiului
meu cd v-a adunat pe toti, ca Tnainte de plecare, aici
pe pamant sd ne mai vedem odatd.*

Cu lacrimi, ridicadu-se Apostolul Ioan, zise: “Stdpana
Nascatoare de Dumnezeu, Fiul tau cel iubit, mangai-
erea noastra, s-a suit la ceruri, ldsdndu-te pe tine noua
alinare. Acum ne lasi si tu, dar cui ne lasi? Pe cine
vom mai avea, aici pe pdmant, dulce povatuitoare,
noi fiii lacrimilor tale, ce suntem ocdrati de oameni
si urti de popoarele paméntului?”

“Nu va mahniti fiii mei, pentru mutarea mea, ca
mdcar de md voi si muta de pe pamént, de voi nu
ma voi desparti, nici de tofi cei ce mad vor chema in
necazurile lor. Ci voi fi nencetat mijlocitoare inaintea
lui Dumnezeu, pentru neamul crestinesc. De aceea nu
plngeti, ci mai de grabd vd bucurati pentru cd dacd pand
acum v-am mangdiat pe voi, de acum, din Tmparatia
Fiului meu, voi cuprinde in rugiciunile mele pe totii
fiii pdméntului. Pentru aceasta, fiii mei, grijiti-vd de
marturisiti, luminat si indreptati lumea cea raticitd,
doar cumva veti putea o aduce intru Imparat1a Fiului
meu. Nu va temeti de cei ce ucid trupul, iar sufletului
nu-i pot face nimic.”

Dragii mei,

Fiecare mand intinsd de ajutor pe care ne-o intinde
Maica Domnului, se repetd neincetat nemuritoarea ei
chemare: “Oameni buni, faceti tot ce v-a zis El sa faceti”.
Adica, sa fiti aproape de Dumnezeu, fiti aproape unii
de altii, in aceasta se cuprinde toatd Evanghelia. Altd
cale de mantuire, alta cale de iIndumnezeire nu exista.

0O, Maica Prea Curata, ajutd-ne sd implinim cuvantul
Fiului tdu si Dumnezeul nostru! Prea Sfanta Ndscatoare
de Dumnezeu, roagi-te pentru noi pacatosii acum si-n
ceasul mortii noastre!

+ IRINEU
Episcop Vicar ROEA

Bisericii, prin rugdciune si prin iubirea aproapelui
vom putea intra in legéturé directd cu Dumnezeu si
vom dobéndi viata vesnicd.

In budism oamenii nu au suflete individuale, pentru
cd sinele sau eul sunt doar o iluzie, In crestinism Tatal
isi trimite Fiul pentru a rdscumpdra suflete, pentru
a le salva si a le duce in staulul Sdu unde “nu este
nici durere, nici intristare, nici suspin, ci viatd fard
de sfarsit”. Numai prin El vom putea dobandi ceea
ce cautam fiecare dintre noi in aceasta lume secula-
rizatd , in care credem cd mostenim lumea, ne facem
iluzia ca lumea este a noastrd, dar de fapt “PACEA”
pe care fiecare o cautdm este numai la Mantuitorul
Iisus Hristos.
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Invigim de la Sfintii Pdrinfi...
Currur. MAIcI
DOMNULUI ESTE DE
NESUPORTAT PENTRU
DIAVOL

Sfintii Pdrinti ai Bisericii spun ca
dracii tremurd auzind numele Maicii
Domnului, cdci Ea L-a ndscut pe
Mantuitorul nostru, Fiul Unul Nascut
al lui Dumnezeu, Care a stricat si
va strica pand la sfarsitul veacului
lucrurile diavolului, care cauta sa ne
departeze de Hristos si sd ne piarda
pentru totdeauna.

Chipul Maicii Domnului este de nesuportat pentru
draci. Diavolul urdste numele Ei. Prin urmare, acest
nume este mantuitor pentru noi. Este clar cat de necesar
este mereu sd alergam la acoperdmantul si mijlocirea
rugdciunilor Preacuratei Maici a Domnului. Si cu cat
ne vom ruga Ei mai mult, cu atdt mai mult vom simti
in viata noastrd acoperdmantul Ei si Ea va fi pentru
noi Rugdtoare neadormita inaintea Domnului nostru
lisus Hristos.

(Sfantul Ierarh Serafim (Sobolev)
Facatorul de minuni din Sofia,

Predici, Editura Adormirea Maicii Domnului,
Bucuresti, 2007, p. 51

IUBIREA MAICII
DoMNULUI

Cand sufletul e 1n iubirea lui Dumnezeu, cit de bune,
cat de placute si vesele sunt atunci toate. Dar, chiar
si in iubirea lui Dumnezeu sunt intristdri §i, cu cit e
mai mare iubirea, cu atit mai mari sunt $i intristdrile.
Maica Domnului n-a pacdtuit niciodatd, nici méacar
cu un singur gand, nici n-a pierdut vreodatd harul,
dar si in ea au fost mari Intristari; iar cand stdtatea
langa cruce, atunci Intristarea ei a fost nemasurata ca
oceanul, si chinurile sufletului ei au fost neaseméanat
mai mari decat chinurile lui Adam la izgonirea din rai,
pentru cd si iubirea ei era neasemanat mai mare decat
iubirea lui Adam 1in rai. Si dacd a rdmas in viatd, e
numai pentru ca a intdrit-o puterea Domnului, fiindca
Domnul a vrut ca ea sd vada Invierea Lui si, dupd
Indltarea Lui, sd rdimand pe pamant spre mangaiere si
bucurie apostolilor si noului popor crestin.

(Cuviosul Siluan Athonitul,
Intre iadul deznddejdii §i iadul smereniei,
Editura Deisis, Sibiu, 2001, p. 171)
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de actiune 1n lume si prin om, impotriva lui Dumnezeu
si a omului. Deci, o urmare a cdderii primordiale
este faptul ca sarpele din grddina Domnului iese in
lume unde isi continud opera de separare a omului
de Dumnezeu. Intr-o lume ostila, pusd la Indeména
Satanei, omul isi duce chinul.

Din cartea Revelatiei (12:9) aflam: “si balaorul cel
mare, sarpele cel vechi, numit Diavolul si satana, acela
care ingeald intreaga lume a fost aruncat pe pamant:
si impreund cu el au fost aruncati si Ingerii lui.”

Sarpele este invins, dar nu a capitulat

Tot in Paradis, imediat dupd cdderea primului om,
Dumnezeu promite omului cd diavolul va fi invins
(vezi Facere 3:14-16). El va fi invins pe Sf. Cruce,
prin sacrificiul Domnului nostru lisus Hristos, pentru
noi $i iertarea pacatelor noastre. Pe Cruce Domnul ne
deschide din nou poarta spre Paradis.

Cu toatd Invingerea sa, diavolul nu a capitulat, ci
continud sa lupte Tmpotriva noastrd, sa ne indeparteze
de Dumnezeu si sd ne distrugd. De aceea Sf. Apostol
Petru indemna: “Fiti treji, privegheati; cdci impo-
trivitorul vostru, diavolul, ca un leu racnind umbla,
cdutand pe cine sd inghitd” (I Petru 5:8).

Sarpele poate fi invins cu ajutorul Domnului.

Lumea $i oamenii lumii suntem Impreuna “gradina
Domnului” — in care sarpele isi continud lucrarea
distructiva. Impotriva lui noi trebuie sa luptdm ferm.
Aceastd luptd este numita si “razboiul nevizut” si
este o luptd continud impotriva inclinatiilor pacatoase,
impotriva ispitelor, Tmpotriva pdcatului, impotriva
oricarei dezbindri, mai ales a celor ce ne separa de
Dumnezeu.

Lupta nu este usoara. Dar trebuie sa intelegem ca
singuri nu 1l putem invinge, si nici nu suntem singuri
in aceastd luptd, ci suntem cu Domnul. Sf. Apostol
Pavel spune: “...in toate suntem mai mult decat biruitori
prin Cel ce ne-a iubit.”

Cu umilintd sd Intelegem dependenta noastra fata de
Dumnezeu $i sd-i cerem ajutor neancetat. Avem Crucea
Domnului de partea noastrd. Apoi avem harul Sf. Duh,
dat noud prin Biserica cea sfintd care se roaga pentru
noi, si prin Tainele ei sfinte pe care le primim, mai
ales Sf. Cuminecatura. Avem toate celelalte rugdciuni
ce le facem sau se fac pentru noi. Domnul ne asigura:
“In lume veti avea necazuri, dar indrdzniti, Eu am
biruit lumea” (Romani 16:33).
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