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EP1SCOPATE CONGRESS
2015

Thursday, Sept. 3 — Sunday, Sept. 6, 2015
St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, Ohio

Schedule
Thursday —
Clergy Conference / Episcopate Council Meeting
Friday & Saturday —
Episcopate Congress Sessions at Hotel
Sunday —
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy / Closing Banquet

Hotel
Cleveland Airport Marriott,

4277 W 150th St, Cleveland, OH 44135
Phone: 440-252-5333 / marriott.com/hotel s/
travel/cleap-cleveland-airport-marriott/
Name of Event: ROEA / Guest Room Rate:
$89/night (plus state and local taxes)
Reservation Deadline: August 11.
After this date, no room guarantee!
Shuttle provided: airport-hotel-airport

COVER: Icon of the Resurrection of Christ— The

Empty Tomb. Christ is risen! Truly He is risen!
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PASTORAL CHANGES

CLERGY

ANTONESCU, Rev. Fr. Cosmin Gheorghe, who
was assigned Parish Priest of Holy Cross Church,
Alexandria VA and Parish Priest of St. Andrew the
Apostle Church, Potomac MD, was released from his
dutiesat Holy Cross Church, AlexandriaVA, effective
February 14, 2015.

CHIRTU, Rev. Deacon Dan, was ordained into the
Holy Priesthood on April 18, 2015, by His Eminence,
Archbishop Nathaniel at St. George Cathedral, Regina
SK. Heisattached to Holy Cross Church, London ON.

COZMA, Rev. Dr. loan, was released from his
duties as Parish Priest of Holy Archangels Michael
& Gabriel Church, Paim Springs CA, and assigned

Cont. on page 7
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CONFERENCE IN PREPARATION FOR THE
GREAT AND HoLy COUNCIL OF THE
OrTHODOX CHURCH

Co-sponsored by the Orthodox Theological Society in America (OTSA) and the
Orthodox Christian Studies Center

Friday, June 26 — Saturday, June 27, 2015
Fordham School of Law | 150 W. 62nd St.
(between Columbus and Amsterdam Avenues) New York, N.Y.

In 2016, the leaders of the autocephal ous Orthodox
Churches from around the world will gather at the
Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople/lstanbul
for a much discussed and anticipated Council.

This conference is a series of papers, panel discus-
sions, and a research poster competition addressing
several themes from the Agenda for the Great and
Holy Council:

e Autocephaly and Diaspora

e The Canonical Impediments to Marriage

¢ Ecumenical Relations

¢ The Contribution of the Orthodox Church to the

Realization of Justice, Freedom, Brotherhood, and

Love among Peoples
e Fasting regulations

Confirmed Speakers (list in formation):

Deacon Michael Azar, University of Scranton

Leslie A. Baynes, Missouri State University

Father Radu Bordeianu, Duquesne University

Peter Bouteneff, Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo-

logical Seminary

Father Lino Breda, Monastero di Bose, Italy

Will T. Cohen, University of Scranton

George E. Demacopoulos, Fordham University

Adam DeVille, University of Saint Francis

Brandon Gallaher, University of Oxford

Deacon Paul L. Gavrilyuk, University of St. Thomas

Father Kondothra George, Joint Commission on

Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Churches (India)

e Perry Hamalis, North Central College

o Jelisei Heikkild, University of Helsinki

* Monica Herghelegiu, Eberhard Karls Universitit
TUbingen

e Edith M. Humphrey, Pittsburgh Theological Sem-
inary

* Nicolas Kazarian, Institut de théologie orthodoxe
Saint Serge a Paris and the Catholic University of
Paris

* Nadieszda Kizenko, University at Albany, State
University of New York

e Father Philip LeMasters, McMurry University

e Roman Lunkin, Institute of Europe, Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences
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Stephen Meawad, Duquesne University

Aristotle Papanikolaou, Fordham University

Elizabeth H. Prodromou, Tufts University

Ashley Purpura, Purdue University

Teva Regule, Boston College

Father A. Gregg Roeber, Pennsylvania State Uni-

versity

* A.Edward Siecienski, The Richard Stockton College
of New Jersey

e James C. Skedros, Hellenic College and Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox School of Theology

e Father Nathanael Symeonides, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese

* Father Rabee Toumi, Duquesne University

e Paul Valliere, Butler University

e Father Vladimir Vranic, St. Basil of Ostrog Serbian
Orthodox Church

* Gayle E. Woloschak, Northwestern University

e Nathaniel Wood, Fordham University

His Eminence Metropolitan Kallistos (Ware)
of Diokleia will present the Florovsky Lecture, the
keynote of the conference. A scholar at the University
of Oxford who lectures throughout the world, Met-
ropolitan Kallistos resonates equally with laypersons
and clerics, on both timeless mysteries and urgent
contemporary concerns.

In his presentation of the 2005 Orthodoxy in
America Lecture at Fordham, Ecological Crisis;
Ecological Hope: The Orthodox Vision of Creation,
His Eminence describes the Earth as a gift from God
and cautions us not to allow selfishness to destroy
its resources. His seminal books, The Orthodox
Church and The Orthodox Way, are among the most
frequently read volumes on Eastern Orthodoxy in the
English language.

The Florovsky Lecture will be followed by a
reception and exhibition of a juried competition of
research posters.

The conference is hosting the Annual Meeting
of OTSA and will include the regular business meeting
for OTSA members at which officers will be elected.

Support for the conference is provided by the

Cont. on page 4
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CALLING ALL YOUTH, ADULT VOLUNTEERS
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 18TH AAC

For years, the Orthodox Church in America’s De-
partment of Youth, Young Adult and Campus Minis-
try, in conjunction with the Department of Christian
Education, was very successful in reaching hundreds
of youthful participants at the OCA’s All-American
Councils [AAC]. This year’s AAC, slated to be held
inAtlanta, GA July 20-24, 2015, will be no exception.

“At the height of thisministry run by Father Michael
Anderson, with the blessing of the Synod of Bishops,
there were nearly 400 youth participants,” said Priest
Benjamin Tucci, who is overseeing this year’s AAC
youth program. “We are bringing back the program
in an attempt to reach out to our youth and help them
to grow in the Church while they enjoy meeting other
Orthodox Christians from across North America.”

The department encourages the OCA’s youth, as
well as chaperones, educators, and other volunteers, to
register now to participate in and help implement the
AAC youth programs. Detailed registration information
isavailable onthe AAC web site (http://18aac.oca.org/
registration/). A flyer that includes the daily youth
schedule of activities and outings also is available
(http://oca.org/PDE/NEW S/2015/2015-0402-youth-
news-events-18aac.pdf).

“You will need to purchase plane tickets and shuttle
youth to the hotel,” Father Benjamin added. “You
are welcome and encouraged to use the cost efficient
Martatrain system that will bring you from the airport
to the hotel.

“Youth participants, chaperones and adult volunteers
will be overwhelmed by the number of clergy and lay
people who care about the OCA, learn more about
their faith, and meet new people who are Orthodox
or interested in Orthodoxy,” Father Benjamin said.
“They will also participate in the Divine Liturgy
and other services with hundreds of other Orthodox
Christianswhile enjoying avariety of afternoon events
and activities.”

ARCHIMANDRITE ROMAN AWARDED
ORDER OF St. ROMANOS

RIVES JUNCTION, MI
[OCA] HisEminence, Archbish-
op Nathaniel of Detroit and the
Romanian Episcopate, presented
the Order of Saint Romanos to
Archimandrite Roman [Braga]
after the Divine Liturgy on the
Great Feast of the Annunciation
at the Dormition of the Mother
i of God Monastery here.

Established by the Holy Synod of Bishops at
their spring 2014 session, the Order is awarded to in-
fluential arrangers, composers, teachers and conductors
in recognition of their extraordinary contributions to
the field of liturgical music in the Orthodox Church
in America

In his remarks on behalf of His Beatitude, Metro-
politan Tikhon and the members of the Holy Synod,
Archbishop Nathaniel thanked Father Roman for his
many years of service to the Church in the areas
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of liturgical translations and musical settings. In
response, Father Roman offered thanks to the Holy
Synod, expressed his gratitude for the honor, and
asked for prayers.

Past recipients of the Order of Saint Romanosinclude
Archpriest Sergei Glagolev, Archpriest Igor Soroka,
Prof. Dr. David Drillock, and Mr. Walter Shymansky.

Conference ... cont. from page 3

Nicholas J. & Anna K. Bouras Foundation, Inc. and
the Virginia H. Farah Foundation.

On-campus accommodation is available on cam-
pus on a first come, first served basis. To book, click
“register online” below. To stay at the nearby Empire
Hotel, call 212-265-7400 and ask for the “Fordham
rate” ($297 per night).

For more information, contact Jake Braithwaite
at 212-636-7501 or braithwaite@fordham.edu.
SOLIA MAR/APR 2015



MEMORY ETERNAL:
PROTOPRESBYTER THOMAS HOPKO

[OCA — March 18, 2015] Pro- Ji!
topresbyter Thomas Hopko, Dean
Emeritus of Saint Vladimir’s Ortho-
dox Theological Seminary, Crest-
wood, NY, and noted Orthodox
Christian priest, theologian, preach-
er, and speaker, fell asleep in the
Lord on the afternoon of March
18, 2015.Father Thomas was the
beloved husband of Matushka Anne
[Schmemann] Hopko. They were
married on June 9, 1963. Together, Father Thomas
and Anne are the parents of five children, sixteen
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.

Thomas John Hopko was born in Endicott, NY,
on March 28, 1939, the third child and only son of
John J. Hopko and Anna [Zapotocky] Hopko. He was
baptized and raised in Saint Mary’s Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Greek Catholic Church and educated in En-
dicott public schools, graduating from Union-Endicott
High School in 1956.

Father Thomas graduated from Fordham University
in 1960 with a bachelor’s degree in Russian studies.
He graduated with a theological degree from Saint
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary in 1963,
from Duquesne University with a master’s degree in
philosophy in 1969, and earned his doctorate degree
in theology from Fordham University in 1982.

Ordained to the Holy Priesthood in August 1963,
Father Thomas served the following parishes as
pastor: Saint John the Baptist Church, Warren, OH
(1963-1968); Saint Gregory the Theologian Church,
Wappingers Falls, NY (1968-1978); and Saint Nicho-
las Church, Jamaica Estates, NY (1978-1983). Father
Thomas was honored with the clerical rank of Arch-
priest in 1970 and the rank of Protopresbyter in 1995.

Beginning in 1968, Father Thomas began his long
service to Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological
Seminary. Over the years, Father Thomas held the
following positions: Lecturer in Doctrine and Pastoral
Theology, 1968-1972; Assistant Professor of Dogmatic
Theology, 1972-1983; Associate Professor of Dogmatic
Theology, 1983-1991; Professor of Dogmatic Theology,
1991-1992; Dean, Rector of Three Hierarchs Chapel,
and Professor of Dogmatic Theology, 1992—2002.

During hisyears of priestly ministry, Father Thom-
as authored numerous books and articles. Most well
known of these publications is The Orthodox Faith:
An Elementary Handbook on the Orthodox Church. A

performed countless duties on behalf of the Orthodox
Church in America, including representing the Church
at intra-Orthodox gatherings and ecumenical meetings.

Upon retirement, Father Thomas and Anne moved to
Ellwood City, PA, where they lived near the Orthodox
Monastery of the Transfiguration, and Father Thomas
began anew ministry: internet-based Orthodox Christian
radio talks. Since 2008, Father Thomas had produced
well over 400 podcasts for Ancient Faith Radio.

Father Thomas exercised untiring and loving pas-
toral care on behalf of many who sought him out for
spiritual guidance. His greatest desire was that every
person would respond to these words of Jesus Christ:
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

Father Thomas is survived by his wife, Matushka
Anne, and their five children: Archpriest John Hop-
ko and his wife Macrina, of Terryville, CT; Juliana
and husband Gregory Thetford, of Ellwood City,
PA; Catherine and husband Raymond Mandell, of
Clearfield, PA; Mary and husband Archpriest Nich-
olas Solak, of East Stroudsburg, PA; and Alexandra
and husband Joseph Sedor, of Ellicott City, MD. He
is also survived by two sisters, Mary Ann Macko of
Endwell, NY, and Barbara McPherson of Sayre, PA
and Frostproof, FL. Additionally, Father Thomas is
survived by 16 grandchildren and three great-grand-
children, as well as many, many other dear relatives,
colleagues, and friends.

All services and visitations were held at the Ortho-
dox Monastery of the Transfiguration, Ellwood City,
PA. On Monday, March 23, the Funeral Service for
a Priest was celebrated, followed by interment in the
monastery cemetery and a memorial meal.

Father Thomas’s family wishes to thank all those
who ministered to him so lovingly during his long
final illness. Special thanks are extended to Mother
Christophora, Abbess, and the entire sisterhood of
the Orthodox Monastery of the Transfiguration for
their constant support and help, Archpriest Michael
and Matushka Susanne Senyo; Protodeacon Michael
Wusylko, M.D.; and Good Samaritan Hospice.

Memorial donations may be given to Saint Vlad-
imir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, Crestwood,
NY; the Orthodox Monastery of the Transfiguration,
Ellwood City, PA; Ancient Faith Radio and Good
Samaritan Hospice of Concordia, Wexford, PA.

May Father Thomas’ memory be eternal!

prolific speaker and preacher, he spoke at conferences, FO L |— OW T H E facebook
retreats, public lectures, and Church gatherings of all

kinds, many of which were recorded. Father Thomas EPI SCOPAT E ON
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RESURRECTION PASTORAL LETTER
2015

+ NATHANIEL

By the Mercy of God and the Will of the People,
Archbishop of Detroit and the Romanian Episcopate
of the Orthodox Church in America

To our beloved clergy, monastics and pious faithful of our God-protected Episcopate,
Grace, Mercy and Peace from God, and from us our fatherly love and hierarchal blessing.

Yesterday, | was buried with you, O Christ. Today, | rise with you in your arising. Yesterday, | was
crucified with you, O Savior; therefore, glorify me together with you in Your Kingdom.

Dear Beloved:
Christ is risen!

On this great day of rejoicing, our hearts reflect on the goodness of God and the depths of his
love for us. On this holiest of holy days, we are reminded of the continuous concern and the mar-
velous plan that the Creator has established for all mankind and forever.

What was created “good” was abused, and man and all nature suffered from the fall. The Spirit
of God which hovered over the waters of creation did not abandon the handiwork done out of love
but remained protective, guiding and restoring. Through prophets and holy, dedicated souls, the
fact of God’s love and concern for man was kept alive. Through the mouths of men and angels,
humanity was reminded of its dependence on the one, the only and true God.

In time, that love burst into flower by the presence of the King of kings, the Lord of lords, among
us. He came as an infant, born from a woman, and lived the years of human existence among
us and lighted an eternal flame, the true and only worthwhile light, by which man could find his
singular way through the dark, unknown days of his earthly life.

This Jesus of Nazareth, true God of true God, is whom we celebrate today. Our songs are about
victory over evil, the triumph of life over death, of truth over falsehood, of light over darkness,
of hope over despair. Jesus is over all of these things. He is our “eternal,” our unending joy. How
is that to be understood? Jesus Christ is the answer to every question which rises in the depths of
man’s troubled heart.

During his sojourn on earth, the Lord healed people of their many physical ailments; he raised
the dead from the clutches of annihilation. Rejoicing in this, men drew closer to him and heard not
only the words of healing of the body’s woes, but learned of reconciliation with God through the
forgiveness of sin. This is what makes our hearts start and leap for joy: our sins are taken away,
our transgressions erased!

When the followers of the Lord stood hidden from his crucified agony, while those who rejected
his Sonship and ignored his voice scoffed, the power of the Almighty wiped away the sins of all
mankind, and this forever, by the outpouring of blood and water which gushed from the side of
the Lamb of God, Jesus, the Word of God.

His precious body was laid to rest, and stillness crept into the hearts of his followers. A silence
covered the land, and hope stood at a threshold. But out of that quiet, the Lord appeared to Mary,
to Peter, to John and the others and enkindled the spark of joy which spread like wildfire from
mouth to mouth, from heart to heart, from troubled soul to troubled soul. “The Lord is risen,
granting great mercy to our souls!”
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This spark, the fire, the light which bursts forth on this day and is passed from person to person,
lighting not just the candle of wax in our hand but the candle of the soul, is the only truth which
has created civilization, inspired humanity, and overcome the devil.

There are those who wish to make Christianity one of many religions. Others struggle mightily,
but vainly, to eradicate the message of hope and eternal life. By destroying the icons on the walls
of the churches, they think they can silence the lips of God! Still others attempt to knead the
uniqueness of Christianity into an all-embracing society based on the invention of men’s minds
and rituals to erase what they feel “divides’” men, one from another.

What divides men is sin. Who would silence the Word of God is spiritually dead. Which man-
made philosophy is not folly?

Dearly beloved:

Let us rush forth to meet Christ our Savior on this day and fall at his feet and embrace them.
Let us say “Brother” to those who hate us. Let us kneel before our confessor and pour out our
sins for the Lord to forgive. Let us make bold our hearts, for he is with us, and the powers of hell
will not prevail.

Christ is risen, and the universe trembles! Christ is risen, and mankind weeps for joy! Christ is
risen, and unending life is announced!

Let us not keep secret that which the Lord tells us to proclaim.

Let us not be judged for being lazy or indifferent.

Let us be glad in the power which has been given to us to herald the Good News: Christ isrisen,
and with him, all mankind!

Christ is risen! Truly, heis risen!
Accept our fatherly love and archpastoral blessings on those near and those far away.

m/W

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop

Pastoral Changes cont. from page 2

Parish Priest of St. Dumitru Church, New York, NY,
effective May 1, 2015.

CUDRITESCU, V. Rev. Fr.lonel, wasreleased from
his duties as Parish Priest of St. John the Evangelist
Church, Toronto ON, and was granted retirement,
effective March 16, 2015.

DUMITRU, Rev. Fr. Antonel, was released from
his duties as Co-Pastor of Holy Forty Martyrs of Se-
baste Church, Aurora ON, and assigned Co-Pastor of
St. John the Evangelist Church, Toronto ON, effective
April 15, 2015.

FRUNZULICA, Emmanuel Cristian, wasordained
into the Holy Diaconate on April 18, 2015, by His
Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel at St. George Ca-
thedral, Regina, SK.

FRUNZULICA, Rev. Deacon Emmanuel Cristian,
was ordained into the Holy Priesthood on April 19,
2015, by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel at St.
George Cathedral, Regina, SK, and assigned Parish
Priest there effective May 1, 2015.
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MANEA, Rev. Fr. Adrian, who was attached to
Annunciation (Buna Vestire) Church, Montreal QC,
was released to Metropolitan Tikhon of the Orthodox
Church in Americaat his own request, effective April
15, 2015.

MORARIU, Rev. Fr. Stefan Dan, was released
from his duties as Co-Pastor of Holy Forty Martyrs
of Sebaste Church, Aurora ON, and assigned Co-Pas-
tor of St. John the Evangelist Church, Toronto ON,
effective April 15, 2015.

PETRESCU, Rev. Fr. Aurel, who was attached
to Holy Cross Church, Alexandria VA, was assigned
Parish Priest there, effective February 14, 2015.

PETRESCU, Rev. Fr. Traian, was released from
his duties as Parish Priest of St. Dumitru Church,
New York NY, and was granted retirement on April
31, 2015.

RICHARDSON, Rev. Fr. John, who was released
from attachment to St. John the Baptist Church,
Kitchener ON on March 5, 2013, was assigned Parish
Priest of St. Nectarios Mission, Stoney Creek ON (in

formation) on December 5, 2014.
Cont. on page 11
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‘“m\ “With Faith and Love, Draw Near”

Sl Liﬁé"]/= 2015 Family Life/All-Auxiliaries

Conference
July 2-5, 2015

kron, Ohio

Conference

\y JuLy 2—s5, 2015 in AKRON, OH

PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD
3365 Ridgewood Road, Fairlawn, OH

]oin AROY, ARFORA and Orthodox Brotherhood for a weekend
of activities for the entire family including workshops, speakers and discussions
plus a Friday Evening Social, Saturday Cotillion and Sunday Banquet

Events:
° Worship Services: Morning and Evening Prayers, Memorial Service, Divine Liturgy
* Auxiliary Meetings: ARFORA, Youth/AROY, Brotherhood
* Additional Gatherings: Clergy, Clergy Wives, Christian Educators

* Possible Thematic Workshops/Discussion Groups for
Personal, Family and Parish Enrichment:

» Liturgy 101: What you always wanted to know but were afraid to ask
» More than Meditation: Encountering God through Prayer

»  Navigating the American Religious Landscape

» Recognizing our Addictions

» Panel Discussion: Why belong to National ARFORA, Brotherhood, AROY?
»  And more. ..

Service Project

Bible Challenge — Explore the Gospel of Luke

— Teams (3 persons/ea) with Church School & Adult Education curriculum possibilities
— Study guides/practice quizzes available: www.orthodoxyouth.org/Luke

— **Prizes for the Contestants and Winning Teams:

— First Prize - $750, Second Prize - $500, Third Prize - $250
— Donated to parish or charity of winning teams’ choice

— Sponsored by the Orthodox Brotherhood USA and AROY

Luncheons (with Speaker) —ARFORA and AROY/Brotherhood
Youngster Activities

Other Social Events

» Opening Picnic

» Friday Evening Social Event

» Saturday Evening — Cotillion for Young Ladies and Gentlemen
» Sunday Banquet

Displays, Tours, Opportunities for Spiritual Direction
and/or Sacramental Confession

Join us at the Sunday Banquet as we commemorate the 35th Anniversary of Archbishop Nathaniel’s Ordination to the Episcopacy.

For More Information, see: www.roea.org
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DEFENDER OF THE (EASTERN) FAITH:
PRINCE CHARLES

by Ed West, Catholic Herald - March 26, 2015

Prince Charles has a new ob-
session as strong as his passions
for ecology and architecture. He
is refusing to stand idly by as
Christians are driven out of the
Middle East.

Who is the most formidable
defender of persecuted Christians
in the world today? Many would
nominate Pope Francis, who has
offered thunderous denunciations
of attacks on the faithful ever since his election. But
another candidate is emerging: the surprising figure
of the future king of England.

The media have barely noticed that the Prince
of Wales has a new obsession, as powerful as his
passions for architecture and the environment: the
persecution of Middle Eastern Christians. And as that
region deteriorates, this may well be the subject that
dominates his reign.

Soon after | SIS slaughtered 21 Christians on abeach
in Libya, the Coptic Church in Britain launched an
appeal for the martyrs’ children. It found an immediate
high-profile backer in Prince Charles, who contacted
the Copts without any prompting (he also wrote a
letter of condolence to the Coptic Pope Tawadros I1).

Bishop Angaelos, General Bishop of the Coptic
Church in Britain, says. “Prince Charles wanted to
donate the money out of a sense of solidarity and he
was happy for thisto be publicised to raise awareness.
It was a way of showing other people that it was all
right to support this.”

The Prince first reached out to the Copts in 2013,
shortly after the worst anti-Christian violence in Egypt
in centuries. The events were barely reported in the
English-speaking press and were downplayed by the
US State Department. Copts felt deserted by their
friends and vulnerable before their enemies.

That was when the Prince’s private secretary ap-
proached Egyptian Christians in England. The Prince
then visited the Coptic Centre in the UK, along with
a Jordanian prince. There, Bishop Angaelos present-
ed two Coptic icons as gifts, one of St George as a
present for Charles’s first grandchild, George. “It was
very sincere,” Bishop Angaelos recalls. “He made
an impromptu speech and was well informed, and
he seemed to have read up. He seemed empathetic.”

The Prince has also hel ped other Eastern Christians
in peril. Last September he gave a donation to Aid to
the Church in Need’s campaign to help the Iraqi and

SOLIA MAR/APR 2015

Syrian faithful. He wrote aletter to
Chaldean Patriarch Louis Raphael
Sako, saying he was “heartbroken”
| by eventsinlrag. Again, it wasthe
Prince who approached the charity
indirectly through mutual acquain-
tances. John Pontifex, ACN’s head
of press, says the Prince “feels
passionately about the decline of
Christianity inthe Middle East” and
that “it means agreat deal to him”.

Last December the Prince recorded a video ad-
dress for the launch of ACN’s Religious Freedom in
the World 2014 report. This was a tremendous coup
for a Catholic charity that was launched after the
Second World War to assist the faithful living under
Communism.

Charles spoke touchingly of the “mounting despair”
at the situation in the Nineveh Plains region of Iraq,
where ISIS fighters had driven out Christians, Yazidis
and unorthodox Muslims. He said it was “ an indescrib-
able tragedy that Christianity isnow under such threat
in the Middle East — an area where Christians have
lived for 2,000 years”, and where people of different
faiths had lived together peaceably for centuries.

Latelast year he madethreevisitsto eastern Christian
congregations in London. In November he addressed
the congregation at St Yeghiche Armenian church in
South Kensington, where he spoke of his sorrow at
the “soul-destroying tragedy” facing Christiansin the
Middle East. The Prince described the faith as being
“quiteliterally, grotesquely and barbarously assaulted”.

In December he made two trips to congregations
of Syriac speakers whose brethren are now facing
genocide in Iraq and Syria. At the Chaldean Catholic
church in Acton, he joined in the Lord’s Prayer in
Aramaic, the language of Christ, and spoke at length
withthefaithful. At the nearby Syrian Orthodox church
he said: “I have been deeply distressed by the horrific
scenes of violence and bestial brutality coming out
of the Middle East — where Christianity was born —
including from countries, let us remember, like Syria,
to which St Paul went to preach the Gospel and where
Christians have lived peaceably with their neighbours
for nearly 2,000 years.”

He also hoped that Westerners would not “forget
our brothers and sisters whose faith is, quite literally,
under fire; not to forget the unimaginable barbarity”.

“He’s very conversant with the issues,” John Pontifex
Cont. on page 10
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says. “We’ve been very impressed by his knowledge.
He has a great deal of understanding. He’s aware of
the sensitive issues between the different communions.
His understanding is far greater than the average per-
son might expect.”

He adds: “In a world marked by religious illiteracy
and which lacks confidence in talking about religion,
here is a figure who does get it, and the role Chris-
tianity plays as a bridge-builder. He’s hastened the
day when you can truly say we have woken up to the
reality of the situation.”

Charlesisadeeply religious man. When he ascends
to the throne he will be arguably England’s most theo-
logically literate monarch since the union. While his
faith is not straight-down-the-line Anglicanism, it isn’t
as esoteric or wacky as the press has long made out.

Born to be supreme governor of the Church of
England, Charles was baptised in the Music Room
at Buckingham Palace 30 days after his birth by the
then Archbishop of Canterbury, Geoffrey Fisher. At
university in Cambridge he corresponded with the
Anglican Bishop of Southwark, Mervyn Stockwood,
a leading liberal who spoke of “the Saviour’s oneness
with nature” and encouraged clergy to wear jeans in
public.

Later Charles was influenced by the mysticism of
his great mentor, the South African writer Laurens
van der Post, who encouraged the Prince “to see the
old world of the spirit”.

The Prince’s formative years gave him a wide-ranging
interest in religions and what unites them. Cardinal
Vincent Nichols has said that Prince Charles seems
“thoroughly at home” in Westminster Cathedral and
that “when he is abroad he happily goes to Mass, and
is at peace with that”.

Charles is also fascinated by Judaism and, espe-
cialy, Islam. He believes that “the future surely lies
in rediscovering the universal truths that dwell at the
heart of [Abrahamic] religions”.

What is less well known and understood is the extent
to which the Prince feels a deep spiritual connection
to Orthodox Christianity. It isthis, more than anything
else, that explains why he is leading a passionate
campaign to save the eastern faithful.

Such is his closeness to the faith that many Greek
Orthodox believers think he has secretly converted.
If that were true, it would pose a huge constitutional
dilemma.

But it is undoubtedly the case that Orthodoxy
looms large in Charles’s life and family history. His
great-aunts Alexandra and Elizabeth converted to
Orthodoxy and are considered martyrs, murdered by
the Bolsheviks along with so many of the Prince’s
blood relations in Russia.

Charles’s grandmother was an Orthodox nun. Prin-
cess Alice, who endured a number of difficulties in her
life, including deafness, schizophrenia and the Nazi
occupation of her Greek homeland, is considered a
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Righteous Among the Nations for her role in saving
Jews during the War. A woman of noted holiness, she
founded an order of nuns in 1949 after her husband
Andrew’s death.

When Alice’s youngest child, Philip, married Prin-
cess Elizabeth of England, he was required to join the
Church of England. But he has maintained links with
the Greek Church and there have often been rumours
of hisreturn. His mother was given a small Orthodox
chapel that she used until her death in 1969, when her
remains were buried at a Russian Orthodox convent
in Jerusalem, as she had wished.

Prince Charles has always been drawn to Orthodox
Christianity’s rugged spirituality. He likes icons and
reading the Greek mystics. There are Byzantine images
in The Sanctuary, the simple chapel in the grounds
of his home at Highgrove House in Gloucestershire,
where he goes to pray and meditate. At hismarriage to
Camilla, the Creed wasrecited in Old Church Slavonic.

Charleshasalso received regular visits at Highgrove
from Ephraim, abbot of the ninth-century Vatopedi
monastery on Mount Athos. The Prince flew to Athos
afew days after the death of Diana, Princess of Wales,
aperiod of intense crisis for him, his children and the
wholeroyal family. Alonewith Ephraimin the chamber
there, Charles is rumoured to have made a “ spiritual
commitment” to Orthodoxy. After one of his visits
to Mount Athos, a monk was quoted in a newspaper
saying Charles was “Orthodox in his heart”.

None of this, however, has ever been officially con-
firmed and should probably be regarded sceptically.
Charles’s attachment to Orthodoxy is probably above
all an expression of hisdesire to bring the branches of
Christianity closer together. Catherine Mayer, author
of the recently published biography Charles. The
Heart of a King, says: “He thinks that the schism was
a shame. He thinks the branches of Christianity had
more in common than they appreciated.”

Mayer suggests the Prince has been campaigning
on behalf of persecuted Christians for much longer
than most people realise. “It’s been gathering pace
because it’s become more urgent,” she says.

But, she adds, the media aren’t really interested and
find his comments on the environment, architecture
and Islam much more appealing. “He sees Islam as
part of the same tradition as Christianity and Judaism,
and he cares about interfaith work as much as archi-
tecture and the environment. But it’s all part of the
same world view about the need for faith. He thinks
modernism is profane — it’s anti-sacred.”

For Charles, Middle Eastern Christians are a vital
link between east and west, and their destruction would
make any sort of deeper understanding impossible.
As he told the Syrian Orthodox churchgoers. “At a
time when so little is held sacred, it is quite literally
diabolical that these symbolic bridges should be so
destroyed.”

Cont. on page 11
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OCA HoLYy SYNOD RESPONDS TO ASSEMBLY
OF BisHOPS’ “COMMON STARTING PoOINT”

SYOSSET, NY [OCA] (March 30,
2015) In a document dated March
15, 2015, the members of the Holy
Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox
Churchin Americaoffered aresponse
to the Chairman and Secretary of
the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the
United States of Americawith regard to the “ Common
Starting Point” for Canonical and Regional Planning.

The text of the six-page document is available at
http://oca.org/PDF/NEW S/2015/2015-0330-hs-reply-
assembly.pdf.

As noted in the document’s introduction, the re-
sponse is “an expansion of the Preliminary Response
which was offered by our Synod on September 17,
2014, during Assembly V in Dallas,” adding that the
current document “contains more specific reference to
the ‘Common Starting Point’ for which all jurisdictions
were asked to submit a red-line draft as a means to
enhance the proposal, as requested by His Eminence,
Archbishop Demetrios, the Chairman of our Assembly
in his letter of October 15, 2014.”

By way of background, the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops of the USA met September 15-17,
2014, to consider some proposals for canonical and
regional planning within its region. It has been the
mandate of the Chambésy process for each of the 13
Assemblies throughout the world to devel op aplan for
the canonical normalization of the Orthodox Churches
in their respective regions so that these various plans
could be discussed at the Great and Holy Council
which is being planned for 2016.

Prior to the September 2014 Assembly, several
jurisdictions had offered written responses to the two
proposals that had been submitted by the Committee
for Canonical and Regional Planning for consideration
by the Assembly. During the Dallas meeting, the Holy
Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America
presented a Preliminary Response to the two proposals
that were being discussed. This Preliminary Response
was posted on the OCA website on September 18,
2014 and may be accessed at http://oca.org/news/
headline-news/oca-holy-synod-issues-preliminary-re-
sponse-to-canoni cal -restructuring-propo.

While no conclusive decision was made by the
Assembly about either of the two proposals under
consideration, it was generally agreed that the second
proposal (which called for a 10-year period of con-
tinued cooperation among the various jurisdictions)
was more acceptable to many than the first (which
called for a 10-year period of autonomy leading to
autocephaly for our region).

Subsequently, arequest was made by the Chairman
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of the Assembly, Archbishop Demetrios, for jurisdic-
tional responses to the second proposal, which was
re-labeled as a “Common Starting Point” for all the
bishops’ consideration. The present formal response
was then submitted on behalf of the Orthodox Church
in America on March 15, 2015 after review by every
member of the Holy Synod, as well as several ca-
nonical experts. It was also shared as a draft with the
members of the OCA’s Metropolitan Council at their
Spring Session and their feedback was incorporated
into the final text.

The Holy Synod has blessed this document to be
shared with the Church at this time so that al the
clergy and faithful may be aware of its position and
contribute to the wider distribution of the statements
contained therein, which reflect upon the mission of
the Orthodox Church in America and present avision
for the ultimate goal of atrue local Orthodox Church
in North America.

Defender ... cont. from page 10

If any single figure can help to save Middle East-
ern Christianity, it is surely the Prince. Christians in
the Middle East have to rely on the support of local
Muslims and, as Mayer says, “he is respected there
so he has more clout when he says something”.

The situation has now reached acrisis point, almost
a century after the great tragedy began. Charles’s father
grew up in the wake of the First World War, a period
when Bolsheviks and fascists were tearing down the
old order of which he was a part. Philip came of age
after the great genocide of Christians in the Ottoman
Empire. The events of 1915 have scarred the psyche
of Greeks, Armenians and Syriacs alike. Those ter-
rible developments are this year reaching a new and
horrendous climax.

So it is perhaps not surprising that Charles — this
British prince with a Greek heart — should see it as
his role to be defender of the Eastern faith.

This article first appeared in the latest edition of
the Catholic Herald magazine (27/3/15). Ed West is
the deputy editor of the Catholic Herald.

Pastoral Changes cont. from page 7

SICOE, Rev. Fr. Cosmin Gavril, was released
from his duties as Parish Priest of St. George Cathe-
dral, Regina SK, and from the Romanian Episcopate
to Metropolitan Tikhon of the Orthodox Church in
America, at his own request, effective May 1, 2015.

Cont. on page 13
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HIERARCHAL SCHEDUL E

| HIS GRACE, BISHOP IRINEU |
August 3 — December 31, 2014

August 3. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 6. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery. Hi-
erarchal Divine Liturgy for the feast of Transfiguration
of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

August 9-10. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Saturday: Assisted at Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

August 15. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel and Bishop
Alexander.

August 17. Chicago, IL. St. Mary. Patronal Feast.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

August 23-24. Clinton, M 1. Ascension Monastery.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of Hi-
eromartyr Irineu, Bishop of Lyons. M onday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

August 31. Troy, MI. St. Nicholas Church. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy and small blessing of the church
concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel.

September 5-7. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca.
ROEA Annual Episcopate Congress. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel.

September 8. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of Nativity of the
Birthgiver of God.

September 14. Alexandria, VA. Holy Cross. Patronal
Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

September 16-18. Dallas, TX. Assembly of Canon-
ical Orthodox Bishops of the USA.

September 20-21. Toronto, ON. St. George. Sat-
urday: Assisted at Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy and blessing of the church concelebrated
with Archbishop Nathaniel. Afternoon: Banquet.

September 27-28. Lilburn, GA. Sts. Constantine
and Helen. Saturday: Wedding of Adrian and lulia
Naftanaila. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

October 1-4. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery.
Second Patronal Feast. Wednesday morning: Hierar-
chal DivineLiturgy. Afternoon: Receiving of the Holy
Icon of the Mother of God of Iveron from Hawaii at
the airport and travel to Dormition Monastery for the
Akathist. Evening: Holy Ascension Monastery: Ves-
pers and Akathist. Friday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel. Evening:
Vespersand Holy Unction. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Evening: Vespers and Akathist.

October 5. Dearborn Hts, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Afternoon: Banquet for 85"
Anniversary. Evening: Clinton, MI. Holy Ascension
Monastery. Vespers and Akathist.
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October 6. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for 7" Anniversary of Holy
Icon of the Mother of God of Iveron from Hawaii.
Afternoon: Departing of Holy Icon.

October 11-12. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathe-
dral. Saturday evening: Assisted at Great Vespers.
Sunday: Hierarchal DivineLiturgy concelebrated with
Archbishop Nathaniel on the occasion of the 110"
Anniversary of the church, 30" Anniversary since
ordination into Episcopacy of Archbishop Nathaniel,
and 25" Anniversary since appointment of V. Rev. Dr.
Remus Grama as Parish Priest.

October 14. Saint-Laurent, QC. St. Parascheva
Mission. Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

October 18-19. Fairlawn, OH. Saturday: Assisted
at Memorial Service and Great Vespers. Sunday mor n-
ing: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Afternoon: Banquet
for 100" Anniversary.

October 26. Easton, CT. St. Dimitrie. Hierarchal
DivineLiturgy. Afternoon: Banquet for 90" Anniversary.

November 1. Brooksville, FL. St. Andrew Mission.
Visit and meeting.

November 2. St. Petersburg, FL. St. Stephen the
Great. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 8. Clinton, MI. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy and Memorial Service. Eve-
ning: Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. Assisted
at Vespers.

November 9. Clinton, M1. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 16. Clinton, M. Ascension M onastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 21-23. Clinton, MI|. Ascension Mon-
astery. Friday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast
of Entrance of the Birthgiver of God in the Temple.
Memorial Service. Saturday afternoon: Receiving
of the Miraculous Icon of St. Anne from St. Tikhon’s
Monastery. Evening: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy.

November 30. Clinton, M. Ascension M onastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 6. Troy, MI. St. Nicholas. Patronal Feast.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

December 14. Alliance, OH. St. Nicholas Church.
Patronal Feast. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

December 20. Clinton, M. Ascension Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 24-26. Clinton, M1. Ascension M onas-
tery. Wednesday: Great Vespers. Thursday: Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy for feast of Nativity of the Lord.
Friday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 27. Utica, MI. St. Theodora of Sihla
Mission. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 28. Troy, MI. St. Nicholas Church.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 31. Clinton, M. Ascension Monastery.
Midnight: Service of Thanksgiving.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

EPISCOPATE SUPPORTER

Alex Ungurian, Oakbank, MB .......ccccccvevveirannnnn $200.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Leonte Copacia, Jr,

Shelby TWP, Moo $100.00
George Fara, Santa Monica, CA.........cccceevvvevnnenne. $40.00
Blaise C Hebert, Dearborn Heights, Ml ................. $10.00
Nathaniel L Hebert, Dearborn Hts, Ml ................... $10.00

2015 EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT

Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL .....cccccooevveeiiiinenns $23,075.00
St John, Toronto, ON.........cceeevieviieiiieeeeeeeeieee, $8,400.00
Annunciation, Montreal, QC..........ccccceviuveeennnee $7,875.00
St Mary, Calgary, AB .......ccooeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeses $5,250.00
St Nicholas, Troy, Ml ....cccccoevveiieeiiieciie e, $5,000.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, Ml ............ $4,000.00
St Dimitrie, Frederick, CO .....cooeeeeeeieeeeiirinnnn.n. $2,650.00
St John of Suceava, Manchester, NH ................ $2,550.00
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC.............ccccceeeene $1,500.00
Holy Confessors of Transylvania,

Oakville, ON ..ooooiviiii, $1,440.00
St Mary, Las Vegas, NV ........cccoeeeeveeiiieeiieecies $950.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Oregon City, OR....... $300.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN ......... $120.00
St Andrew, Spring, TX ....ccccoieiieieenee e $40.00

GENERAL DONATIONS
St Dumitru, New York, NY

IN MEMORY —
EL1 RomMAN

NORTH LIMA, OHIO - Eli Roman, a long-time
resident of Boardman, Ohio, passed away on Thursday,
Feb. 26, 2015, after a long battle with Alzheimer’s
while living at Glenellen Senior Living Community
in North Lima. Mr. Roman was born in Hubbard, on
March 7, 1923, to Elie and Elisabeta Dafin Roman
after they immigrated from Apol de Jos, Sibiu, Ro-
mania. Eli was preceded in death by his wife, Ruby
Rose Sirovica Roman in 2003, and his daughter, Judy
Scavnicky in 2012.

He is survived by his daughter, Elizabeth Burnich
and her husband, Tim of Highland Beach, FL.; his
son-in-law, Dr. Gary Scavnicky PhD of Novi, MI;
his sister, Elizabeth Roman and brother John Popa,
both of Baltimore, MD; three granddaughters, Tatiana
Scavnicky (Mark Watson) of Royal Oak, MI, Ileana
Reich (Donald) of North Port, FL, and Elizabeth
Yaekle (Neil) of Novi, MI; five great-grandchildren,
Angel Felkins, Donald Reich, Drew Reich, Luke and
Mirabella Yaekle; and two great-great-granddaughters,
Liliana Felkins Hernandez and Adela Reich.

Mr. Roman graduated from Hubbard High School

5 l(\l/lﬁég?rgga'lk"re?\é;a,l CE;(\pensnes) .............................. $500.00 inlo 40 and attended Your!g Stpwn State University. He
(Hierarch Travel EXPeNses)...........cccoveueeenens. $500.00 married Ruby Rose Sirovicain 1941. He was manager

Sts Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY of Dave’s Furniture & Appliance for many years in
(Hierarch Travel EXPenses)........ccccccvevevevennne. $300.00 Youngstown and then became a journeyman at the

St Mary, Elmhurst, NY General Motors Lordstown Plant, and retired after
(Hierarch Travel EXPenses)........ccccoveeeeevvennen. $200.00 20 years of service.

Alexa Ungurian, Oakbank, MB He was a faithful member of the Holy Trinity
(Help for Romania Fund)..........ccccoooviviciiennne. $100.00 Romanian Orthodox Church in Youngstown, OH,

Marcella Bourean, Warren, Ml ..........coooeevveenneennenn. $20.00 where he sang in the choir and served as one of the

Dr. Adam & Jo-Ann Ilz\feli'tv' '(I')ajFEr!aAr\{l;\x/lc FL church’s main cantors. He also served as the Holy
' ’ ’ Trinity President of the American Romanian Orthodox
(IMO George N SubU) ......cccovviveeiiiiiiee e $100.00 L . .
COPTIC MARTYRS FAMILY RELIEF APPEAL Youth Association (A.R.O.Y.). He participated with

St Mary, Calgary, AB ......ooo.oovveeooeeeeerecesre. $8,625.00 other ARQY presidents in establishing the Romanian

Three Hierarchs, Bellevug, WA ..............coc........ $3,000.00 Orthodox Episcopate of America in Grass Lake, ML

Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL ......ccccocvvrverererernnn. $1,500.00 The funeral service was held on March 5, 2015, at

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Oregon City, OR.... $1,300.00 Holy Trinity Romanian Orthodox Church, Youngstown,

St Dumitru, New York, NY ....ccovniirinnininnnn. $1,245.00 followed by a pomana (mercy meal). He was buried

Drs Daniel & Jane Hinshaw, Ann Arbor, Ml ..... $1,000.00 in Lake Park Cemetery’ next to his beloved wife,

St Mary, Anaheim, CA......oooiieeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeee, $750.00 “ Ruby Eternal be his memory!

St Mary, Portland, OR ........cccoviviiiieiie e $741.00 - -

Holy Trinity, Vancouver, BC ...........cccccoeevvevnennen. $600.00

Sts Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, Ml ..................... $600.00 Pastoral Chan JES cont. from page 11

St Raphael, Detroit, Ml .......ccccooveeviieiiieciieccies $544.00

St Mary, St Paul, MN .....c.ooooeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeees $525.00 PARISHES

St Nicholas, Alliance, OH .........ccccoveveririiieieinns $500.00 All Missions in existence for five years or more were

St Dimitrie, Frederick, CO .....cccoeveriirrnriienienn $484.00 granted Parish Status effective September 6, 2014, by

St George Cathedral, Southfield, MI .................... $476.00 decision of the Episcopate Congress. Please consult

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Ridgewood, NY ........ $355.00 roea.org/parishes.html for the complete list.

St Anne, POmona, CA........occeevvieeiiieeiee e $250.00

Holy Cross, San Diego, CA......cccoccvveeviiiee e, $210.00 Alexa Ungurian, Oakbank, MB ..........ccccevvvinennns $100.00

Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH............cccceevineee. $200.00 V Rev Fr & Psa Leonte Copacia, Jr,

M/M Valentin Danciu, Passaic, NJ............cccceene. $200.00 Shelby TWpP, Moo $50.00
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SCRISOARE PASTORALA LA INVIEREA
DomMmnNuLur 2015

+ NATHANIEL

Din Mila lui Dumnezeu si Voia Poporului
Arhiepiscop de Detroit si al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméane din America gi Canada
Biserica Ortodoxa in America

Iubitului nostru cler, monahilor si binecredinciosilor crestini ai de Dumnezeu-pazitei noastre Epis-
copii, Har, Mila si Pace de la Dumnezeu, iar de la noi pdrinteasca dragoste si arhieresti binecu-
vantari,

HRISTOS A INVIAT!

.leri m-am ingropat impreund cu Tine, Hristoase,; astdzi md ridic impreund cu Tine,
Cel ce ai inviat. Rdstignitu-m-am ieri impreund cu Tine; Insuti impreund md preamdreste,
Mantuitorule, intru impdrdtia Ta* (Canonul Invierii, 3)

Iubiti Credinciosi,

In aceastd zi de mare sarbatoare de bucurie, inimile noastre sunt cuprinse de bundtatea lui
Dumnezeu si de nemadrginita Sa dragoste pentru noi. Aceastad sfantd zi, cea mai mare dintre sar-
bdtori, ne aminteste tuturor de marea si parinteasca lucrare a purtdrii de grija, cea neincetata, pe
care Creatorul a toate, Dumnezeu cel Adevarat, a randuit-o din vecie pentru intreaga omenire.

Ceea ce a fost creat “bun” dintru inceput, a fost mai apoi corupt, si atdt omul cat si Intreaga
creatie au suferit din aceastd cadere. Duhul lui Dumnezeu care umbla peste fata intregului pdmént,
nu a pdrasit nicioadatd lumea aceasta facutd din dragoste, ci a continuat sd o protejeze, sd o
calduzeasca si sd o reinoiascd. Prin prooroci $i oameni sfinti, realitatea dragostei lui Dumnezeu si
a griji Sale a rdmas tot timpul vie. Prin graiurile oamenilor si ale ingerilor, s-a manifestat vesnic
aceastd dependenta a omenirii fatd de Unul, Singurul si Adevdratul Dumnezeu.

La plinirea vremii, aceastd dragoste si purtare de grijd a lui Dumnezeu, s-a manifestat visibil
prin venirea In lume a Imparatului Tmpdratilor, si Domnul domnilor. S-a ndscut ca prunc din femeie
si a vietuit pe pamant printre cei muritori, si a aprins in suflete flacdra vesnica, cea adevaratd si
unicd, prin care omul i gaseste negresit singura cale prin intunericul si necunocutul zilelor pe
acest pamant.

Acest, lisus din Nazaret, Dumnezeu adevarat din Dumnezeu adevarat, este cel pe care astdzi il
sarbatorim. Céntdrile noastre bisericesti ne vorbesc despre biruinta binelui asupra rdului, a vietii
asupra mortii, a adevdrului asupra minciunii, a luminii asupra Intunericului si a nddejdei asupra
disperdrii. Hristos este deasupra acestor lucruri. El este vesnica noastrd bucurie. Si cum, oare,
trebuie inteles acest lucru? Domnul nostru lisus Hristos este raspunsul oricarei nedumeriri care
rdsare in adancul inimii omului.

In timpul lucrdrii Sale pdimantesti, Domnul a vindecat multi bolnavi si suferinzi, a inviat din morti
si scos din intunericul pierzarii multe suflete. Bucurdndu-se de aceasta, multimea s-a apropiat de El
si nu numai cd au ascultat cuvintele Sale vindecdtoare de orice neputiintd dar au luat aminte despre
vestea impdacarii omnului cu Dumnezeu prin iertarea pacatelor. Acesta este motivul care si astazi
ne face inima sd salte de bucurie; pdcatele ne-au fost iertate si faradelegile noastre au fost sterse.
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Patimind pe cruce, cind ucenicii Sdi stdteau ascunsi de teamd, iar cei farddelege il prigoneau si
il scuipau, puterea Cel Atotputernic a sters pdcatul intregii omeniri pentru totdeauna, prin coasta
strapunsd a Mielului si Cuvéntul lui Dumnezeu, Hristos, din care a curs singe si apd.

Cinstitul si de viatd datdtorul Sdu trup fiind pus in mormént a cutremurat pdmantul si a oprit
totul in loc. Tdcerea a patruns inimile ucenicilor Sai, linistea a cuprins fata intregului pimanat, dar
totusi nadejdea se ivea din Intuneric. In acea liniste cutremuratoare, Hristos Inviat apare Mariei,
lui Petru, lui Ioan si celorlalti si aprinde flacdra invierii si a bucuriei in inimile lor. Aceasta s-a
raspandit ca un fulger prin vestirea lor, din inima in inima $i din suflet in suflet, ce erau indurate,
dar care cu nadejde acum pot madrturisi: “A Tnviat Domnul, daruind sufletelor noastre mare milad!”

Aceastd lumind, aceastd flacard, care iese din mormantul lui Hristos Tn aceastd noapte si este
impartita tuturor, ludnd unul de la altul, luminidnd nu doar luminarea de ceard din ména noastra,
dar si candela sufletului nostru, este adevarul care a creat lumea, care a inspirat omenirea in lupta
sa cu rdul.

Existd astdzi multi care doresc sad facad crestinismul una dintre multele religii. Altii se luptd cu
putere, dar in zadar, sd stearga vestea aceasta a nddejdei si a vietii vesnice. Dand jos icoanele
din locagurile de cult, acestia cred cd pot sa-1 reduca la ticere pe Dumnezeu. lar altii incearca sa
amestece mesajul unic al crestinismului in “atat-cuprinzdtoarea” societate bazatd pe inventiile si
ritualurile omenesti pentru a sterge ceea ce ei cred cd desparte oamenii intre ei.

Putin insa stiu acestia, ca ceea ce desparte oamenii unii de altii este pacatul. Iar cei care doresc
sd reduca tdcerii pe Cuvantul lui Dumnezeu, sunt omeni morti duhovniceste. Oare care dintre filo-
zofiile lumii acestia nu este vanitate?

Iubiti credinciosi,

Sa alergam la Hristos cel Inviat in aceastd zi si sd cddem la picioarele Sale imbratisdndu-le.
Sa spunem “fratilor” si celor ce ne urdsc pe noi. Sd ingenunchem inaintea duhovnicului si sd ne
slobozim sufletul de pacate primind iertare. Sa ludm curaj in inimile noastre pentru cd Hristos este
cu noi si putera celui potrivnic nu mai are izbanda.

Hristos a Inviat! Si tot paméntul s-a cutremurat.
Hristos a Inviat! Si omenirea saltd de bucurie, ldcrimand.
Hristos a Inviat! Si viatd vesnicd se vesteste tuturor.

Sd nu ascundem ceea ce Domnul ne-a indemnat sd marturisim pentru a nu fi judecati ca fiind
nepasdtori de vestea aceasta bund. Sa ne bucurdm fin tdria care ne-a fost datd pentru a vesti tuturor

Vestea cea Buna:

Hristos A Inviat! §i impreund cu El intreg neamul omenesc!

+ NATHANIEL
Arhiepiscop
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PAROHIA *“*NASTEREA DoMNULUI’’ DIN CHICAGO
A SARBATORIT 75 DE ANI DE LA INFIINTARE

Anul 2014 a fost un an deosebit de important in
viata parohiei Nasterea Domnului din Chicago, care
in acest an a sarbatorit 75 de ani de la infiintare.

Aniversarile in Biserica sunt momente de bucurie si
comuniune fraternala, care inspira mai multa conlucrare
in activitatea pastorala si misionara a Bisericii, sunt
momente de retrospectiva si perspectiva, de recuno-
stinta si reinoire. Este vorba de multumirea adusa lui
Dumnezeu, dar si de recunostinta si pretuirea aratate
persoanelor a caror osteneala si contributie a facut ca
Biserica Nasterea Domnului sa progreseze spiritual si
material de-a lungul celor 75 de ani.

Festivitatile de aniversare au avut loc pe data de
27-28 septembrie, 2014, cand am avut bucuria sa
avem in mijlocul nostru pe Inalt Prea Sfintitul Parinte
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel. Sambata seara, 27 septembrie,
s-a tinut slujba Vecerniei Mari, la care a participat
Inalt Prea Sfinita Sa, alaturi de Parintele Paroh Si-
mion Pavel, preotii asistenti Par. loan Lupescu si Par.
Nicolae Izbasa, Archidiaconul Vicar David Oancea
si un numar mare de credinciosi. Dumineca, 28 sep-
tembrie, a avut loc Sfanta Liturghie Arhiereasca, la
care au participat multi credinciosi si oaspeti de la
alte parohii. Inalt Prea Sfintia Sa Arhiepiscopul Na-
thaniel a tinut cuvantul de invatatura unde a subliniat
importanta tuturor credinciosilor, care sunt de fapt
“trupul si madularele” Bisericii, si numai prin buna
conlucrare a tuturor, Biserica poate sa dainue peste
ani si sa serveasca nevoile spirituale ale credinciosilor.

Corul a dat raspunsuri inaltatoare care au umplut
sufletele celor prezenti de hrana spirituala. Dupa Sfanta
Liturghie, a fost o slujba de pomenire (Parastas) a
membrilor Bisericii Nasterea Domnului care nu mai
sunt printre noi si care de-a lungul anilor au sprijinit
Biserica prin munca si donatiile lor. In continuare, a
urmat banchetul aniversar care a avut loc la restau-
rantul Biagio, unde au participat peste 300 de invitati.
La banchet au participat alaturi de Inalt Prea Sfintitul
Parinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, Arhidiaconul Vicar
David Oancea, Parintele si Psa. George si Ramona
Ursache de la biserica Sf. Maria din Chicago, Par.
Vasile Muresan de la biserica Sfintii Constantin si
Elena, Richard Grabowski, Asistent Administrativ la
Episcopia de la Vatra Romaneasca, Par. si Psa. Simion
si Maria Pavel, Par. si Psa. loan si Ana Lupescu, Par.
si Psa. Nicolae si Cornelia Izbasa. Deasemeni am
avut multi invitati de onoare, printre care Consulul
General al Romaniei in Chicago, Mr. George Prede-
scu, presedintele consiliului parohial de la biserica Sf.
Maria, D-1 Jonel Maiogan cu sotia, Presedinta Reu-
niunei de femei de la biserica Sf. Maria, D-na Elena
Kisereu cu sotul, presedintele consiliului parohial
de la biserica Sf. Atanasie cel Mare din Naperville,
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D-1 Mihai Mihailescu cu sotia si multi altii. In timpul
mesei, oaspetii au putut viziona un montaj cu poze
din istoria si activitatile organizate de Biserica pe
parcursul anilor, realizat de d-na Adina Lohan si au
ascultat muzica romaneasca prin aportul D-lui Nelu
Vatasoiu. Deasemeni, o carte aniversara cu date din
istoria Bisericii si felicitari din partea credinciosilor si
a prietenilor Bisericii Nasterea Domnului, a fost pusa
la dispozitia tuturor care au dorit sa aiba o amintire
din aceasta zi semnificativa pentru parohia noastra. In
timpul mesei, s-a prezentat un scurt istoric al Bisericii
Nasterea Domnului si s-au introdus oaspetii care ne-
au facut onoarea de a fi prezenti la acest eveniment
important din viata bisericii.

La sfarsitul banchetului au luat cuvantul Par. Paroh
Simion Pavel, Par. Asistent Ioan Lupescu, Par. Asistent
Nicolae Izbasa, Par. Vasile Muresan si Inalt Prea Sfintitul
Parinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel. In aceste cuvantari, s-a
multumit inaintasilor nostrii care au fondat Biserica
Nasterea Domnului, preotilor si enoriasilor care de-a
lungul anilor s-au straduit prin munca si donatiile lor
sa aduca biserica pana in ziua de astazi. S-a remarcat
faptul ca in timpul ultimilor 60 de ani, biserica a avut
doar doi preoti parohi, Par. Protopop George Zmed si
Par. Protopop Simion Pavel. Deasemeni, s-a amintit ca
aceasta parohie a inceput cu 45 de membrii in 1939,
iar astazi are peste 600 de membrii si 0 noua biserica
mai mare care se construieste, in stil orthodox si in
care se vor putea ruga si participa la Sfanta Liturghie
mai mult de 500 de persoane.

Multumim si pe aceasta cale tuturor celor implicati la
buna desfasurare a evenimentului si tuturor celor care
au participat la acest eveniment unic si au contribuit
la succesul acestei aniversari. Desemeni multumim
Inalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel pentru
binecuvantarea de a fi in mijlocul nostru la acest
moment semnificativ din istoria Bisericii Nasterea
Domnului, impreuna cu Arhidiaconul Vicar David
Oancea si Richard Grabowski de la centrul eparhial de
la Vatra, care l-au insotit pe Arhiepiscop in Chicago.

Multumim lui Dumnezeu pentru toate binefacerile
revarsate asupra parohiei Nasterea Domnului, si ne
rugam ca Bunul Dumnezeu sa ii rasplateasca si sa-i
binecuvanteze pe toti cei care au slujit si s-au daruit
acestei biserici, a preotilor slujitori si tuturor cred-
inciosilor care si-au gasit mangaierea sufleteasca la
aceasta parohie de-a lungul celor 75 de ani.

La multi si binecuvantati ani!

Participant
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7 Y “Cu Credinta si cu Dragoste sa va Apropiati”
@“‘rf F 24 Conferinta “Viata de Familie

Family Life ) R oy . . .
Conference si Organizatiile Auxiliare ale Episcopiei”

2—s5 [ULIE 2015, AKRON, OH

PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD
3365 Ridgewood Road, Fairlawn, OH

%invitam sa petreceti un week-end de neuitat alaturi de delegatii la ARFORA, AROY si Fratia Ortodoxa;
vorm avea activitati pentru toata familia, care includ dezbateri pe teme variate, jocuri pentru copii, intreceri
sportive, o seara sociala vineri, dans si prezentarea debutantelor sambata seara si banchetul festiv duminica.

Evenimente:

* Slujbe religioase: Rugaciunile diminetii si rugaciuni de seara, Parastas, Sfanta Liturghie
* Sedintele organizatiilor auxiliare: ARFORA (Asociatia Reuniunilor de Femei),
Tineretul/AROY, Brotherhood (Fratia Ortodoxa) 5

Alte intalniri: Preoti, Preotese, Educatia crestina/scoala duminicala

* Seminarii cu tematica/ discutii in grup, pentru imbogatirea spirituala a
persoanelor individuale, a familiilor si a parohiilor:

» Liturghia: Ce ai vrut sa stii intodeauna dar ti-a fost frica sa intrebi

» Intalnirea cu Dumnezeu prin rugaciunea “Tatal Nostru”

»  Navigand prin Peisajul Religious American

» Cum sa recunoastem adictiile noastre si a copiilor nostrit

»  Discutii cu intrebari: De ce safaci parte din ARFORA, AROY ori Fratia Ortodoxa
» St multe altele. . .

Ajutorarea altora — proiect special
Concurs “Cunosti Biblia” — Din Evanghelia dupa Luca
— Echipele (3 persoane fiecare)

— Bibliografie pentru scoala duminicala si adulti
— Bibliografia o gasiti la: www.orthodoxyouth.org/Luke
— **Premii pentru participantii si echipele castigatoare:
Premiul I - $750, Premiul II - $500, Premiul III - $250;

—  Premiile sunt sponsorate de Fratia Ortodoxa si tineretul AROY

Prezentari in timpul pranzului (cu invitati speciali)—

ARFORA si AROY/Brotherhood

Activitati pentru scolari si copii

Alte evenimente sociale:

» Serbare campeneasca de deschidere (picnic)

» Programul de vineri seara

»  Sambata seara: “Cotillion” — Balul Debutantelor

»  Banchetul festiv de duminica

Expozitii, tururi informative, sanse de a va imbogatii spiritual

prin discutii cu prelati, spovedanie | .
si impartasanie &

Va invitam sa luati parte duminica la banchetul festiv de aniversare a 35 de ani de la sfintirea Arhiepiscopului Nathaniel ca Episcop
Pentru mai multe informanii, a se vedea : www.roea.org
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CUVANT DE SUFLET SFINTELE PAstI 2015

Sa nu-L rdstignim iardsi pe Hristos!

Tubiti frati si surori in Hristos Domnul,

HRISTOS A INVIAT!

Fiind intins pe Cruce,
Domnul Hristos a zis: “S-a
terminat” . Dar, dupd aceea,
prin moarte L-a primit iadul.

Si de acolo El a eliber-

at dreptii Vechiului Testa-
ment. Icoana Invierii arata
toate aceste lucruri: cum
S-a pogorat la iad, a eliberat
dreptii Vechiului Testament,

a Inviat, S-a aratat femeilor
mironosite, cdrora un inger
le-a vestit: “A inviat, nu este ‘
aicil”.

Dovezi ale Dumnezeirii si

Invierii

Sd ne inchipuim noi, astazi,
cd ne-am duce la un mort
de-al nostru in cimitir §i un
inger ne-ar spune la mormant:
“A inviat, nu e aici”. Va -
dati seama, ce uimire am
avea! Intelegem astfel si noi
uimirea femeilor mironosite,
care se pregdtiserd cu mir, cu
untdelemn, cu mirodenii, dupd legea iudaica, sa unga
Trupul lui lisus. Turnau aceste miresme, cu aloe, pe
mortul infdsurat In giulgiu. Asa era randuiala lor.

“A inviat, nu este aici!” — le spune ingerul. Unde
este? “A inviat! Veniti si vedeti locul unde a fost pus!”
Ba mai mult, “veniti si vedeti giulgiurile!” Veniti sd
vedeti si mahrama, deosebit pusd! De ce le aratd ace-
stea? Giulgiul avea mai mult de 4 metri lungime; el
se pastreaza astdzi In orasul Torino, 1n Italia. Cu acest
giulgiu a fost infdgsurat Méntuitorul Hristos, dupd
randuiald. Ca sd scoti mortul din giulgiu trebuia si-1
jupoi, cu totul, pentru cd era lipit. Deci, aratandu-li-se
femeilor giulgiul, de fapt li s-a ardtat minunea. Cum
iesise Domnul Hristos din giulgiu? Cum mahrama cu
care-I fusese infasurat capul era pusd deosebi? Toate
acestea sunt dovezi ale dumnezeirii Mantuitorului
Hristos si Invierii Lui.

Nu e nimeni in istorie care sd intre in mormant
mort $i sd iasd viu, prin propria putere, Méntuitorul
Hristos a facut lucrul acesta.

Aceia L-au rastignit o data,
noi 1l rastignim de multe ori

De aceea, in noaptea Invierii, aceasti noapte sfanti,
ne bucurdm, facem efortul — fie nu dormim, fie ne
sculdm — venim gi suntem in bisericd, unde cntam: “Sd
zicem: Fratilor! si celor ce ne urdsc pe noi. Sd iertdm
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toate pentru Inviere...”. Si
2 ne iertdm unii pe altii mai
inti, pentru ca sd ajungem
la iubire, caci Hristos a fost
iubire. Cat a suferit Hris-
tos...! Unii n-ati putut vedea
filmul “Patimile lui Hristos*;
n-ati putut vedea, ati iesit
afard, ati plecat; n-ati putut
vedea atdta suferintd. E un
film bine realizat. Nu 1%, ci
mult mai putin au reusit cei
care au facut filmul, sa arate
suferintele. Nu se poate des-
crie In cuvinte, nu se poate
ardta intr-un film, oricat de
bine ar fi facut, cat a suferit
Mantuitorul lisus Hristos.
Pentru ce? Pentru fiecare
dintre noi. Nu pentru unul,
nu pentru multi, ci pentru
toti din toate timpurile.

De aceea se cade, dupa
2000 de ani, sd nu-L rasti-
gnim iardsi pe Hristos, cum
L-au rdstignit aceia. Aceia L-au rastignit o datd, dar
noi 1l rastignim de multe ori, cu pacatele noastre...
Si iar ne iarAté, si iar ne iartd, ¢i iar ne iartd, i iar ne
da bucuria Invierii Sale.

Este cea mai sfantd noapte, aldturi de cea a Créci-
unului, binenteles. In toate Bisericile Ortodoxe a riisunat
in noaptea aceasta salutul pe care-1 folosim pand la
inélgarea Domnului: “Hristos a inviat!” - Adevdrat
a inviat!”. In acest fel, am reficut legidtura noastra
cu Dumnezeu. O parte dintre dumneavoastrd v-ati
spovedit si bine ati facut. O parte sunt indiferenti de
aceastd Taina. Sd nu patrundem in acest mare praznic
al Invierii Domnului — care tine 40 de zile — Intinati,
nespalati, necuratiti.

Toti suntem pdcdtosi. Sfantul Apostol Pavel zice:
“Dintre pdcdtoti cel dintdi sunt eu!”. Fiecare dintre
noi sd spunem lucrul acesta! Cei ce s-au Tmpdrtagit
nu sunt mai buni decat cei ce nu s-au impartdsit. Un
singur lucru au in plus fatd de cei care nu s-au spo-
vedit: ei au vrut! Este cel mai puternic cuvant care se
poate spune, ca sd lamurim oamenii cd suntem chemati
la Cer, nu la pamant: suntem creati pentru Cer, nu
pentru mormant! Mormantul este numai trecerea spre
cer. Mormantul este numai un silas al corEului, dar
partea nemuritoare a sufletului ramane in Imparatia
lui Dumnezeu, iar de la Invierea cea de obste va fi
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impreund cu trupul cel inviat.

Si credem in Inviere! Dumnezeu, care a ficut
lumea din nimic, are putere sd invie mortii. Este asa
de putin lucru pentru Dumnezeu, pentru puterea lui
Dumnezeu! El a facut cerul, si pimantul, si cosmosul
acesta, pe care oamenii nu reusesc sa-l cerceteze. Se
vorbeste in stiintd de ani lumind. Savantii n-au putut
cerceta aproape nimic. Savantii riman uimiti de cos-
mos, de lumea lui Dumnezeu, de creatia lui Dumnezeu.

Spuneam cd oamenii se impart Tn doud: oameni care
vor si oameni care nu vor. Oameni care vor sa stie de
Dumnezeu si oameni care nu vor. Dintre acestia care
nu vor, sunt totusi unii profitori, care profit de aceste
sarbatori. Vine Craciunul, profitd de sarbatoare. Vine
Pastile, profitd de sdrbdtoare, profitd de miel, de masa,
de liber de la serviciu, etc. Dar ei nu cred in Dum-
nezeu. Sau, daca ei cred in Dumnezeu, cred cum vor
ei. Din aceastd categorie sd nu mai facad parte nimeni!
Toti sd arate lui Dumnezeu ca vor. in rest, Dumnezeu
stie catd bundtate sau rdutate a inimii avem fiecare
si sd desertam aceasta rautate in Taina Spovedaniei!

Copiii postesc pentru viitorul lor

Unii dintre noi postim si pentru pacatele noastre. Co-
piii n-au asa multe pacate. Atunci de ce trebuie sd
posteascd si ei? Pentru viitorul lor. Observati cd toatd
lumea munceste, dar nu toatd lumea are spor. Toti ne
dam interesulA pentru copii, dar unul iese asa, unul
asa... De ce? Inseamnd cd undeva ceva n-a fost facut:
ori n-au tinut post, ori noi, parintii, am fost nepasatori,
ori n-am fost cu luare aminte, ori nu ne-am spovedit la
timp, ori am trdit necununati, ori am ucis copii afard
de acestia pe care i-am ndscut, ori nu vrem sd mai
nastem copii, si asa tdiem viitorul copiilor nostri...

Cei care s-au Tmpdrtdsit au {inut post, asa cum mi-
au spus la Spovedanie. Suntem bucurosi cd parintii au
inteles lucrul acesta. Dupd cum vedeti, copiii sunt vii,
sunt vioi, merg si la scoald, au venit si la biserica, vor
veni si miine, $i poimdine; asta inseamnd cd se poate.

Adevdratul crestin se recunoaste dupd
participarea lui la “Ospdt”

De acum am inceput sa vestim Invierea lui Hristos,
adicii Invierea noastrd, libertatea noastri. Pentru cé In-
vierea face pe om liber, pentru ci Invierea este un lucru
adevarat si Mantuitorul Hristos a spus: “Adevdrul vd
va[ace liberi” si “Eu sunt Calea, Adevdrul si Viata” .

Invierea lui Hristos este prilej de bucurie. Asa cum
stim, primul cuvant pe care Mantuitorul Hristos l-a
zis dupd Inviere citre femeile mironosite —si prin ele
catre noi toti, a fost “Bucurati-vd!”. Bucuria noastrd
trebuie deci, sd fie deplind. De aceea, Tn noaptea de
Pasti citim, de peste 1600 de ani, un text scris de
Sfantul Ioan Gura de Aur, care ne indeamna sa venim
toti; si cei care am postit, si cei care n-am postit, si
cei care am postit mai tarziu, si cei care am postit
mai aspru sau mai putin aspru, toti laolaltd sd venim,
pentru cd masa Stdpanului, ospatul, este gata. Noi, in
viata noastrd, trebuie sd ne aflim continug la ospat,
Ospdtul Domnului, Cina Domnului, Sfanta Impartasa-
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nie. Acesta este si semn de recunoastere; Luca si
Cleopa L-au cunoscut pe Domnul Hristos in drumul
lor spre Emaus, numai atunci cind a sdvarsit Sfanta
Liturghie, atunci cind a frant piinea.

Adevdratul crestin se recunoaste dupd prezenta si
participarea lui la Ospat, la Sfanta Liturghie. Sfanta
Liturghie tine lumea, Sfanta Liturghie este moartea
si Invierea Domnului, Sfinta Liturghie este trdirea
noastrd in timp, istoria mantuirii noastre.

Lumina lui Hristos lumineaza tuturor

De aceea ne sim{im bine in bisericd, de aceea nimic
nu trebuie sd intineze aceastd bucurie, aceasta pornire.
Pentru cd Hristos a venit in lume sd ne mantuiasca,
sd avem viata, si mai mult decit aceasta sd avem!
Cum, mai mult? Pentru cd viata au toti, $i crestinii,
si necrestinii. Viatd au si animalele, i chiar gi plan-
tele; ele vietuiesc. Dar suflare de viatd nu avem decét
noi. De aceea, noi, fiind cununa creatiei, cu ratiune,
cu simtire $i cu vointd, nu avem scuzd naintea lui
Dumnezeu, cd nu intelegem.

Dacd s-a intdmplat ca cineva sd nu inteleagd, lucrul
acesta s-a intamplat pentru ca nu a vrut, nu pentru ca
nu a putut. Pentru cei cu minte putind, Biserica are
randuieli speciale, 1i spovedeste intr-un anumit fel, i
impartdseste intr-un anumit fel, cu pogordmént. Dar
pentru cei cu minte deplind, nu se poate sd nu existe
aceastd licarire a lui Dumnezeu, glasul constiintei lui
Dumnezeu in om, care ne face constienti de jertfa Lui
pe Cruce. Sfanta Carte spune cd, in Sdmbadta Pastilor,
crestinii, ldsdnd deoparte intristarea, se adund in bise-
ricd si, imbracindu-se preotul in vesmintele cele albe,
i Tndeamnad sd vind sd primeascd lumind; Lumina lui
Hristos, care lumineaza tuturor.

Hristos a inviat!

Adevirat a inviat!
Sarbdtori fericite tuturor, pline de har si pace.
Cu pdrinteasca purtare de grija,

+ Irineu

Episcop Vicar

Staret al Mandstirii “inélgarea Domnului”
din Clinton, MI
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=(" CAMP VATRA for SENIORS )

D t tul de Educat
ortr Tineret ol Eptaconie JULY 5 - 18 (ages 14-17)
Ortodoxe Romine din America I-I TAB AR A d e l a VATR A SENIORI
b/
5 - 18 IULIE (varsta 14-17)
Rev Fr Dan Hoarste, Director
K 517 522-4800 ext 213

dan.hoarste@gmail.com /
de Vﬂ Rﬁ " CAMP VATRA for JUNIORS

JULY 19 - AUGUST 1 (ages 11-13)

A ?.; ", '\gi,, Y | TABARA de la VATRA, JUNIORI
~NB B A AN
q _I! N\

F\. | 19IULIE - 1 AUGUST (varsta 11-13)
7 N\

Dna Preoteasa Mary Ellen Rosco, Director

: 313 562-1521
’ u m m E R K campvatrajuniors@hotmail.com /
" CAMP ST ANTHONY - Toronto
G n m P JULY 12 - 18 (ages 12-16)
12 - 18 IULIE (varsta 12-16)
p ROG Rn m ‘ Contacti Preotul Paroh sau

TABARA SF ANTONIE - Toronto
Pr Dan Hoarste, Vicar
The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America

K 517 522-4800 | dan.hoarste@gmail.com /
Department of Youth & Young Adult Ministry

St John Chrysostom advises that formation of the youth should start / CAMP ST MARY = Monlreal \
early, so that the young soul may be cultivated with goodness since: JULY 19-25 ( ages 12-1 6)
“the time of youth is wild and needs many vigilant teachers, guides,

loving care givers, and nourishers [...] guide them always towards the

wholeness of wisdom and balance...” TABARA SF MAR[A " Mﬂmreﬂl

Sfantul loan Gura de Aur indeamna ca educatia sa inceapa a se 19-25 IULIE (VarSta 121 6)
realiza din vrem%,. forméndu-se copiI}JIui qevprindﬂerea cu (?ele bune, Contactl Preotul Paroh sau
' peptru ca: . Tmergteq este sa/t')atrca,. a\{and ngvo:g de mulfi Pr Dan Hoarste, Vicar
priveghetori, dascéli, ingrijitori, de multi hréanitori [...] ci mai ales s&-i

, o, ! Mol O k 517 522-4800 | dan.hoarste@gmail.com j
tinem totdeauna in intreaga intelepciune si cumpétare...*
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MiHAI EMINESCU IN VIZIUNEA BISERICII

-Partea II-

de Stelian Gombos

Cateva cuvinte despre ,,nationalismul” lui Mihai
Eminescu

Multa lume si-a creat impresia falsa ca Mihai
Eminescu ar fi un nationalist disperat, care detesta
existenta celorlalte popoare, dar ceea ce apara el in
fapt sunt traditia neamului, limba curata, romaneasca
si credinta crestina: “nationalismul este un semn rau la
un popor. Nimeni nu tine la esistenta sa decat acela ce
are sa o piarda in curand si aceasta se simte instinctiv.
Nicaieri nu se manifesta vointa de viata mai tare decat
acolo unde viata este periclitata sau prin boala inter-
na sau prin pericol estern” (Fragmentarium, p. 129).
Cosmopolitismului, la moda spre sfarsitul secolului
al XIX-lea, veacul constituirii natiunilor moderne,
cosmopolitism pe care Mihai Eminescu il invinuia ca
ar fi introdus in estul Europei “formele costisitoare
de cultura ale Apusului”, ii opunea cultura nationala
in adevaratul inteles al cuvantului.

Intr-un articol, publicat in ziarul “Timpul” la 22
ianuarie anul 1880, autorul marturisea cu nedisimulata
amaraciune: “In loc de-a merge la biserica, mergem la
Caffé-chantant, unde ne-ntalnim cu omenirea din toate
unghiurile pamantului, scursa la noi ca prin minune.
Ba pentru ca limba noastra cam veche, cu sintaxa ei
frumoasa, dar grea, cu multele ei locutiuni, ii cam jena
pe prietenii nostri, am dat-o de o parte si am primit o
ciripitura de limba pasareasca cu sintaxa cosmopolita
pe care cineva, daca stie nitica frantuzeasca, o invata
intr-o saptamana de zile. Bietul Varlaam, mitropolitul
Moldovei si al Sucevei, care in intelegere cu Domnii
de atunci si c-un sinod general al bisericei noastre
au intemeiat acea admirabila unitate care-a facut ca
limba noastra sa fie aceeasi in palat, in coliba si-n
toata romanimea, si-ar face cruce crestinul auzind o
pasareasca pe care poporul, vorbitorul de capetenie si
pastrul limbei, n-o mai intelege”.

Legatura dintre Biserica Ortodoxa si neamul ro-
manesc Mihai Eminescu o considera a fi fundamen-
tala pentru dainuirea in istorie a poporului din care
si el facea parte. Rolul pe care Biserica l-a avut in
dezvoltarea culturii si identitatii nationale este incon-
testabil si aceasta pentru ca “Biserica rasariteana e de
optsprezece sute de ani pastratoarea elementului latin
de langa Dunare. Ea a stabilit si unificat limba noastra
intr-un mod atat de admirabil, incat suntem singurul
popor fara dialecte propriu-zise; ea ne-a ferit de ing-
hitirea prin poloni, unguri, tatari si turci, ea este inca
astazi singura arma de aparare si singurul sprijin al
milioanelor de romani cari traiesc dincolo de hotarele
noastre. Cine-o combate pe ea si ritualele ei poate fi
cosmopolit, socialist, nihilist, republican universal si
orice i1-0 veni in minte, dar numai roman nu e’ (M.
SOLIA MAR/APR 2015

Eminescu, Opere, vol. X, Editura Academiei Republicii
Socialiste Romania, Bucuresti, 1989, p. 187).

“Moralitatea este pentru suflete identica cu sanatatea
pentru trup!”

Pasiunea nationala si sociala a scriitorului venea
din dorinta de a vedea pe romani iesiti din starea ne-
norocita in care se aflau: “Populatia rurala in marea
ei majoritate, mai ales cea departata de targuri, n-are
drept hrana zilnica decat mamaliga cu otet si cu zarza-
vaturi, drept bautura spirt amestecat cu apa, traind sub
un regim alimentar asa de mizerabil, taranul a ajuns
la un grad de anemie si slabiciune morala destul de
intristatoare. Chipul unui taran roman, om de tara, trait
in aer liber, seamana cu al uvrierului stors de puteri
din umbra fabricilor. Cine a umblat prin satele noastre,
mai ales prin cele de camp si de balta, a putut constata
ca de-abia din trei in trei case se gaseste cate o familie
care sa aiba un copil, mult doi, si aceia slabi, galbeni,
lihniti si chinuiti de friguri permanente”.

Educatia poporului constituia in gandirea eminesci-
ana un pilon de sprijin pentru societatea romaneasca.
Instructia publica are in vedere si integritatea morala
a cetatenilor pentru ca “moralitatea e pentru suflete
identica cu sanatatea pentru trup. Un popor imoral este
fizic nesanatos sau degenerat”. Fata de calamitatile
fizice cu care se confrunta adeseori tara intreaga, dar
care se rasfrang mai cu seama asupra celor saraci,
pericolele pe care le reprezinta oamenii corupti, vicleni,
superficiali sunt mult mai mari si descurajatoare pentru
contribuabilul roman: “Intre caracter si inteligenta
n-ar trebui sa existe alegere. Inteligente se gasesc
foarte adesea, caractere, foarte arare. Ceea ce trebuie
incurajat intr-o societate omeneasca sunt oamenii de
caracter. Energia centrului lor de gravitate si dreapta
ascensiune a liniei lor de miscare trebuie descarcata de
greutati prea mari. Precum Arhimede cerea un punct
fix, pentru a ridica cu parghia lumea din tatani, astfel
caracterele tari si determinate sunt (ilizibil) impreju-
rul careia se-nvart lucrurile lumii. Este drept ca ele
adeseori sunt rezultatul miscarii sociale”.

Schimband acum, registrul discutiei noastre, ma
intreb si va intreb: Cum mai este receptat, tratat si
abordat astazi Mihai Eminescu? Asa cum spunea
intr-un interviu criticul literar Felix Nicolau, Mihai
Eminescu este respectat si amintit doar de zilele nasterii
si mortii sale, dar mai rau decat atat este faptul ca in
ultimii ani s-a pus accentul pe omul Mihai Eminescu
mai mult decat pe opera sa. Ce mai stie generatia de
azi despre cel numit sablonard “poetul nepereche al
literaturii romane” si “poetul national al romanilor”?
Citeam recent niste pareri ale unor tineri prin unele
spatii virtuale de dezbatere - deloc de neluat in seama
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- potrivit carora Mihai Eminescu ar fi mult mai pretuit
ca scriitor daca nu li s-ar baga “pe gatul elevilor” prin
programa scolara. Daca ar fi sa luam de bun faptul
ca tot ceea ce este obligatoriu este automat si rau,
probabil ar trebui sa trecem tot ce este de invatat in
scoala la capitolul “facultative”, ca doar la ce bun atata
efort! Nu parerile acestea sunt motiv de ingrijorare,
ci rolul dascalilor. Cat de fara vocatie trebuie sa fie
niste profesori de limba si literatura romana pentru ca
Mihai Eminescu sa le devina indezirabil si nesuferit
elevilor? Cand astfel de profesori nu au stiinta de a
provoca dragostea de lectura la cei tineri, chiar in
conditiile ispitind la a nu citi din lumea de azi, ar fi
de preferat ca din mainile lor sa iasa niste elevi care
sa vorbeasca si sa scrie corect in limba romana. Dar
stim ca nu e chiar asa. De aceea, trecand peste orice
vina de o parte ori de alta a catedrei, este important
ca Eminescu sa fie citit, pentru ca are meritul mai
presus de orice de a fi turnat in cele mai frumoase
forme limba noastra.

Prin urmare, altfel, s-ar cadea sa ne amintim de
Mihai Eminescu, nu doar intr-un mod si intr-un cadru
festivist, de ziua lui, ci recitindu-i o poezie pentru a
ne da seama de ce este un geniu. lar daca, de bine, de
rau, opera sa poetica inca este cunoscuta, in schimb,
articolele de ziar ii sunt stiute mai mult de specialisti,
de criticii literari si de o mana de oameni pasionati.
Interesant ar fi sa mai facem un salt: de la cunoasterea
doar a “Luceafarului” si a “Scrisorii III” la articolele
lui de presa. Poate ne va fi mai greu sa facem acest
lucru, publicistica sa fiind stransa in volume uriase pe
care nu le are oricine in casa, dar cu siguranta le-am
gasi in orice biblioteca, iar efortul ne-ar fi rasplatit
de insasi lectura textului.

Prezentandu-si ideile polemic, ca expresie a unui
spirit dinamic, Mihai Eminescu arata o cuprinzatoare
privire de ansamblu asupra lumii, fiind mereu preocupat
de evolutia societatii moderne romanesti. Printre tezele
fundamentale ale gandirii eminesciene cu privire la
natiunea romana, exprimate in articole de ziar, se afla
chestiunea unirii, situatia paturilor sociale in procesul
de trecere la o societate moderna, dar si evolutia no-
astra istorica privita in raport cu asezarea strainilor in
teritoriile romanesti. Mihai Eminescu a iubit Romania
si, ca orice romantic, totdeauna trecutul i-a parut mai
frumos, mai plin de oameni mari, de figuri aureolate
de vitejie si eroism. De aceea, vorbind despre popor-
ul roman se vede in textele lui totdeauna o unda de
durere cand se raporteaza la prezent si o inflacarare
cand isi aminteste de marii barbati ai istoriei noastre:
Mircea cel Batran, Stefan cel Mare, Mihai Viteazul.

Uimit de vastitatea unei minti atat de sclipitoare,
Nicolae lorga scria in anul 1934: “Mihai Eminescu
stapanea cu desavarsire cunostinta trecutului romanesc
si era perfect initiat in istoria universala, nimeni din
generatia lui n-a avut in acest grad instinctul ade-
varatului inteles al istoriei, la nimeni pana la el nu
s-a prefacut intr-un element permanent si determinant
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al intregii lui judecati”.

Trecand acum, intr-un alt registru al dezbaterii
noastre, vom sustine si remarca ca ,in cultura lumii,
locuim eminescian”, spunea profesorul de limba romana
Costel Zagan, iar poetul Mihai Robea ne atentioneaza
ca “vom exista atata timp cat il vom apara pe Mihai
Eminescu”, subliniind esential necesitatea raportarii
noastre identitare si la dimensiunea Eminescu. In
aceasta dimensiune este cuprinsa si relatia marelui
poet cu Ortodoxia, cu Biserica, contestandu-i-se ne-
just sau, dimpotriva, exagerandu-i-se deseori legatura,
preocuparea pentru religie, pentru credinta ortodoxa.
Dincolo de toate aceste opinii, pana la urma firesti
cand discutam de un geniu, straluceste imperial ade-
varul: Mihai Eminescu si familia lui au trait credinta
ortodoxa.

Numai zelul sincer si iscoditor al unor cercetatori
responsabili au scos la lumina, dupa lungi si multe
decenii de ignorare sau interesate omiteri, adevaruri
nespuse despre poetul nepereche, scos programatic
din constiinta multor generatii de romani. Lor trebuie
sa le multumim pentru faptul ca astazi putem afirma,
cu probe, ca familia Eminescu a avut dintotdeauna
o profunda credinta ortodoxa si o stransa legatura
cu Biserica neamului, poetul insusi reflectandu-le cu
scanteierea geniului in multe din creatiile sale.

Despre unchii si matusile din manastire ale lui
Mihai Eminescu

Aflam asadar din studiile unor eminescologi, precum
profesorii Nae Georgescu sau Theodor Codreanu, ca
sa-i pomenim acum doar pe cei din ale caror cercetari
am extras informatiile ce urmeaza, ca, de pilda, din
familia poetului Eminescu au ales drumul slujirii lui
Dumnezeu mai multi membri. Astfel, doi frati si trei
surori ale mamei poetului, Raluca Eminovici, au in-
trat in calugarie. Este vorba despre Calinic si Jachift,
ultimul fiind chiar staret, si de Fevronia, Olimpiada
si Sofia, toate calugarite la Manastirea Agafton, iar o
alta sora a mamei lui Mihai Eminescu, Safta, avea o
fiica, Xenia, care s-a calugarit si ea tot la Agafton. De
altfel, Mihai Eminescu, in copilarie, cum arata profe-
sorul Nae Georgescu, mergea foarte des la Manastirea
Agafton, unde ramanea cu saptamanile, participa la
viata de obste, asculta povesti, cantece si intamplari
povestite de calugarite, iar matusa Fevronia l-a ajutat
chiar sa descifreze alfabetul chirilic si i-a inlesnit
accesul la cartile si manuscrisele din manastire. La
randu-i, maica Olimpiada Jurascu, stareta de mai tarziu
a manastirii, 1-a urmarit aproape toata viata pe poet,
interesandu-se la un moment dat de cumpararea unei
case in Botosani pentru Mihai si sora sa Harietta, care
il ingrijea sanatatea.

Despre spovedirea si impartasirea de la Manastirea
Neamt

Tot cercetatorul Nae Georgescu vorbeste intr-unul
din studiile sale despre un episod mai putin cunoscut
de lume din viata lui Eminescu, care la randul lui atesta
trairea in comuniune crestina a poetului si primirea
SOLIA MAR/APR 2015



Sfintelor Taine. Este vorba de anul 1886, cand Eminescu
se afla la Manastirea Neamt de Sfintii Mihail si Gav-
riil, unde a cerut sa fie spovedit si impartasit de preot.
Consemnarea preotului referitoare la acest moment a
fost facuta cunoscuta de catre profesorul Paul Miron
si citata de Nae Georgescu. lata ce scria la vremea
respectiva preotul: “Pe ziua de Sfintii Voievozi in anul
1886 m-au chemat la M-rea Neamtu, la bolnita, si l-am
spovedit si 1-am impartasit pe poetul M. Eminescu.
Si au fost acolo Ion Gheorghita, din Cracaoani, care
acum este primar. lar Mihai Eminescu era limpede la
minte, numai tare posac si trist. Si mi-au sarutat mana
si mi-au spus: Parinte, Sa ma ingropati la tarmurile
marii si sa fie intr-o manastire de maici, si sa ascult
in fiecare seara ca la Agafton cum canta Lumina
lina. Iar a doua zi...” Aici textul se intrerupe pentru
ca pagina urmatoare a cartii de rugaciuni pe care isi
facuse insemnarea preotul s-a pierdut. Au ramas vii in
schimb ecourile vibrante ale trairilor din manastire ale
poetului in sonetul “Rasai asupra mea”, de pe la anul
1879, din zona manuscris a cunoscutei “Rugaciuni”,
cum spune Nae Georgescu: “Rasai asupra mea, lumina
lina,/ Caan visul meu ceresc daodinioara...”

Poetul a gandit serios si sincer sa se calugareasca

Un alt aspect mai putin cunoscut de catre publicul
larg se refera la faptul ca la un moment dat Eminescu
pare a fi dorit sincer sa se calugareasca. Despre acest
lucru a vorbit cercetatorul Theodor Codreanu in volu-
mul “Eminescu si mistica nebuniei”. Aceasta alterna-
tiva a marturisit-o poetul in perioada epuizanta de la
“Timpul”, in luna iunie anul 1883, cand era “stricat

cu toata lumea”, iar Titu Maiorescu si Simion cloceau
o viitoare internare “salvatoare” a lui Mihai Emines-
cu. lata ce nota criticul referitor la intentia poetului:
“Foarte excitat, sentiment al personalitatii exagerat
(sa invete albaneza!), vrea sa se calugareasca, dar sa
ramana la Bucuresti”. De ce dorea el o calugarire la
Bucuresti? Ne explica profesorul Codreanu: pentru
ca dorea avantajul “pastrarii contactului cu marele
centru cultural al tarii”.

De altfel, gandul calugaririi 1-a marturisit si lui
Zamfir C. Arbore, un confrate de la “Romanul”, in
anul 1882, cand Titu Maiorescu nu-i descoperise
inca semne de “alienat”. “Stii ce, dragul meu, hai sa
demisionam, tu de la “Romanul”, eu de la “Timpul”,
si hai sa ne calugarim, caci nu suntem facuti sa traim
intre lupi. La manastire, in chiliile solitare, sa scriem
letopisete in cari sa insiram tot ce indura nenorocitul
neam romanesc, pentru ca sa se stie cat amar a suferit
romanul, cat a trait pe acest pamant”, ii spunea poetul.
In anul 1884, repeta gandul salvarii prin calugarire,
ecoul lui razbatand intr-o scrisoare a lui Petre Missir
catre Titu Maiorescu, pus insa pe seama nebuniei si
luat drept gluma. Ca nu putea fi vorba doar de o simpla
gluma sau de un semn al alienarii, o dovedesc eroii sai
din “Sarmanul Dionis”, “Cezara”, “Povestea magului
calator in stele”, aflati in ipostaza cea mai graitoare,
aceea a calugarului, cum sustine profesorul Codreanu.
Tatal poetului, fiu de dascal, cu biserica langa casa.

Incheiem aceasta succinta prezentare si abordare,
citandu-1 si pe Corneliu Botez, cel care a avut initiativa

Cont. la pag 24

Invdtam de la Sfintii Périnti...
s s s

) SFANTUL SIMEON NouL TEOLOG:
INVIEREA LUI HRISTOS ESTE INVIEREA NOASTRA

Invierea lui Hristos este invierea noastrd a celor
ce ziceam jos, la pimant (...) invierea si slava lui
Hristos este, insa, precum s-a spus, slava noastra,
care are loc, se face aratata si vdzuta noud prin In-
vierea Lui Intru noi; cdci insusindu-$i o datd (prin
Intrupare) cele ale noastre, cele pe care le face intru
noi Si le atribuie Lui insu§i. Invierea sufletului este,
deci, unirea cu viata; caci aga cum trupul mort, daca
nu primeste intru sine sufletul viu si nu se amesteca
in chip neamestecat cu acesta, nu se spune cd este i
nu poate sd fie viu dacd nu se uneste In chip negrait
si necontopit cu Dumnezeu, care e cu adevdrat viata
vesnicd ( I Ioan, 5, 20). A

Cei mai multi oameni cred in Invierea lui Hristos,
dar foarte putini sunt cei ce o0 au $i o vdd in chip curat;
cei ce n-au vazut-o Tnsd nici nu se pot inchina lui lisus
Hristos ca unui Sfant si Domn, cdci ,,nimeni, zice,
nu poate sd spund cd lisus este Domn decit numai in
Duhul Sfant” (I Corinteni 12, 3), si altundeva: ,,.Duh
SOLIA MAR/APR 2015

este Dumnezeu si cei ce se inchind Lui trebuie sd I
se inchine in Duh si Adevar” (Ioan 4, 24). Cici nici
preasfantul cuvant, pe care-1 avem acum 1in fiecare zi
in gurd, nu spune: ,Invierea lui Hristos crezand”, ci:
,Invierea lui Hristos vizand, si ne inchinim Domnului
lisus, Celui singur fard de pacat”. Cum deci Duhul
Sfant ne indeamni s zicem acum: ,,invierea lui Hristos
vdzand”, ca unii ce am vazut-o, desi n-am vazut-o,
de vreme ce Hristos a Tnviat odata pentru totdeauna
acum o mie de ani, $i nici atunci nu L-a vdzut cineva
inviind? Oare dumnezeiasca Scripturd vrea ca noi sa
mintim? Sd nu fie! Dimpotrivd, ea ne indeamnd mai
degraba sd spunem adevarul: si anume cd in fiecare
din noi, cei credinciosi, are loc Tnvierea lui Hristos,
si aceasta nu o data, ci in fiecare clipa, atunci cand,
precum spuneam, Insusi Stapanul Hristos invie intru
noi, stralucind i fulgerind cu fulgerarile nestricdciunii
si Dumnezeirii.

(Cateheze, Scriei II, Cateheza 13)
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CoONGRESUL EPISCOPIEI
2015

Joi, 3 septembrie — Duminica, 6 septembrie, 2015
Catedrala Sfanta Maria — Cleveland, Ohio

Program
Joi
Conferinta Clerului (dimineata)/
Sedinta Consiliului Eparhial (seara)

Vineri/Sambata
Sedinta Congresului — la Hotel
Duminica

Sfanta Liturghie Arhiereascia/Masa Festiva

Hotel
Cleveland Airport Marriott
4277 W 150th St, Cleveland, OH 44135
Telefon: 440-252-5333
Website: Marriott.com/hotels/travel/cleap-cleve-
land-airport-marriott/

Pentru a primi reducerea de grup mentionati:
ROEA (Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America)
$89/noapte (plus taxa)

SUNATI PENTRU REZERVARE la hotel PANA la
11 august 2015.

Dupd aceastd data nu putem garanta acelagi pret
si disponibilitatea.

Naveta de la hotel la aeroport se poate aranja
la hotel prin rezervare.

Mihai Eminescu ... cont. de la pag. 23

omagierii lui Mihai Eminescu, pentru prima data de
la moartea sa, la Galati. Iata ce scria acesta despre
tatal lui Eminescu, Gheorghe Eminovici, in lucrarea
sa, “Omagiu lui Eminescu”, scrisa la 20 de ani de la
moartea ganditorului, in anul 1909: “...obijnuia sa-si
invite rudele si prietenii la Ipotesti, unde-i primea si
ospata bine, mai ales la sarbatori mari, cum este la
Pasti ori la Sfantul Gheorghe, cand isi sarbatorea ziua
numelui. [i ducea la biserica, unde asculta slujba cu
multa evlavie, caci atat dansul cat si mama poetului
erau religiosi, nu lipseau duminica si in zi de sarbatoare
de la biserica si se supuneau obiceiurilor religioase in
mod strict”. lar Nae Georgescu aminteste si el ca “tatal
poetului avea bisericuta langa casa” si chiar “ca era fiu
de dascal de biserica. Iar tatal sau, Vasile Eminovici,
bunicul patern al poetului, a plecat din Blaj si s-a sta-
bilit in Bucovina, la Calinesti, prin anul 1802, unde a
ridicat o casuta si, alaturi, o biserica din lemn la care
a slujit. In Bucuresti, Gheorghe Eminovici tragea la o
adresa din Strada Biserica Enei nr. 1, unde si Mihai
Eminescu a locuit un timp”. Iata asadar adevarul despre
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BuNA VESTIRE

Nu vézuse niciodatd

cum ar putea un inger sa-nfloreasca,
si totusi pentru el

a fost spdimantul,

cu mult mai mare,

vazand infricosat In fata lui

lumina intrupata.

Cu greu si-a dumirit cuvantul

ca sa descoase talcul cum va fi:

- Puterea celui Prea Inalt te va umbri,
iar Duhul Sfant deasupra ta,

rodind pe Dumnezeu,

0 sa coboare.

Dupa plecare,

iscoditori au Intrebat-o crinii de afard

si ei ca ea avand in geand

spre minune noud

din umbra de lumind un sdmbure de roua:
- Ce ti-a spus floarea

cu strai tesut din borangic ca norul

cand fetii tale i stdtea ingenuncheata?
Spre care rostuire

privirea ta e inca tulburatd?

Cea sfant inrourata

si Maica si Fecioard

vazuse Sfantul Duh cum se coboara,
dar crinilor

nimic nu le-a rdspuns

de spinii trandafirului ascuns,

ca umbra Lui

atat de mult In mintea ei aduce

cu zborul

aripilor intinse ca o cruce.

Dumitru Ichim
Kitchener, Ontario

modul in care familia Eminescu, poetul insusi, a trait
relatia cu Ortodoxia, sincer si evlavios, cu speranta si
respect, intocmai unor buni crestini. Si ca sa nu mai fie
nici un dubiu, acest lucru il marturiseste insusi Mihai
Eminescu, atunci cand spune: “Istoria omenirii este
desfasurarea cugetarii lui Dumnezeu. Nu se misca un
fir de par din capul nostru fara stirea lui Dumnezeu”...
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