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SAINTS PETER

AND PAUL
The Story Behind the Icon

When shown together in
an icon, St. Peter and St.
Paul are usually presented
together holding a Church,
or embracing one another as
if they were making up after
an argument or disagreement.

Indeed, there was a dis-
agreement between the two
Apostles, which is well-de-
scribed in the Acts of the
Apostles. The conflict was
theological, but seen through the eyes of today’s
Church in the Americas, it also has an ethical nature.
The conflict was very important for the Church, which
called to order the Apostolic Council held in Jerusalem
in the year 51 A.D.

The disagreement was simple. St. Paul was called
upon by our Lord on the road to Damascus (see Acts
9) to take the gospel to the Gentiles (the non-Jews).
He was of the position that these followers of Christ,
being Gentiles, did not need to adhere to some of
the liturgical prescriptions of the Old Testament,
such as rules about certain eating habits, and even
more particularly, circumcision. On the contrary, the
newly-formed Church in Jerusalem insisted on these
issues as being obligatory for all followers of Christ
-- the Christians.

St. Peter agreed with St. Paul when they discussed
these issues in private. When St. Peter was seen
eating with the Gentiles by brothers from Jerusalem,
however, he backed down and stopped supporting St.
Paul’s position, afraid of being judged by the Church
of Jerusalem. St. Paul immediately admonished St.
Peter for being duplicitous.

Continued on page 4
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EPISCOPATE AUXILIARIES CONFERENCE
CONVOCATIONS

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE FAMILY LIFE CONFERENCE

A.R.IF.O.R.A.

In conformity with Article 11, Section 2 of the By-Laws, we hereby convoke the

66TH ANNUAL A.R.F.O.R.A. CONGRESS
JUNE 26-29, 2014
Vatra Romaneasca
2522 Grey Tower Road, Grass Lake, Michigan

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop

Adela M. Price, President Deborah Moga, Secretary
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
THURSDAY, JUNE 26 SATURDAY, JUNE 28
1:00 pm Registration 8:00 am Morning Prayers / Flag raising
3:00 pm Executive Board meeting 9:30 am Executive Board meeting
5:00 pm Conference Opening Prayer Service 12:15 pm Memorial Service
Family Picnic / Cookout 12:45 pm Lunch

4:15 pm Vespers

FRIDAY, JUNE 27 7:00 pm Dinner / Semi-formal Dance

8:00 am Morning Prayers / Flag raising
9:30 am Congress Session #1
12:15 pm ARFORA Luncheon / Speaker
2:15 pm Bible Challenge
3:45 pm Congress Session #2
5:15 pm Evening prayers
6:30 pm Dinner
7:30 pm Tribute to Archbishop Valerian commem-
orating 100th Anniversary of his birth

SUNDAY, JULY 7

9:00 am Music Rehearsal / Confessions
10:00 am Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
12:30 pm Banquet & Award Presentations

ORTHODOX BROTHERHOOD U.SA.
In accordance with Article 111, Sections 1 & 2 of the By-Laws of the Orthodox Brotherhood USA,
we hereby convoke the

45TH ANNUAL BROTHERHOOD CONFERENCE
JUNE 26-29, 2014
Vatra Romaneasca
2522 Grey Tower Road, Grass Lake, Michigan

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop
James Michael Carabina, President Pauline Trutza, Secretary

Every Brotherhood member in good standing is entitled to attend, participate in the Conference’s work, and vote
on all motions and in election of officers and delegates to the Congress. Any member in good standing may send

the secretary names for the nominating committee to consider for next year’s Board and delegates.

THURSDAY, JUNE 26 12:45 pm Brotherhood Luncheon
1:00 pm Participationinthe 2nd Annual Family Life 2:45 pm Brotherhood Business Meeting
Conference 4:15 pm Vespers
5:00 pm Conference Opening Prayer Service 7:00 pm Dinner / Semi-formal Dance
Family Picnic / Cookout
FRIDAY, JUNE 27 SUNDAY, JULY 7

9:00 am Music Rehearsal / Confessions
10:00 am Hierarchal Divine Liturgy

SATURDAY, JULY 6 . . 12:30 pm Banquet & Award Presentations
8:00 am Participation in the 2nd Annual Family

Life Conference activities
SOLIA MAY/JUNE 2014 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA

Participation inthe 2nd Annual Family Life Conference



OCA HoLy Synop HoLDps
SUMMER MEETING

OTTAWA, ON, CANADA [OCA] - TheHoly Synod
of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America held a
summer meeting at the headquarters of the Archdiocese
of Canada, in conjunction with aspiritual retreat for the
hierarchs. The gathering took place at Annunciation
Cathedral in Ottawa, ON, beginning on Tuesday, June
24, 2014 with the celebration of the Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon,
Primate of the OCA, on the Feast of the Nativity of
Saint John the Baptist.

In addition to Metropolitan Tikhon, the following
hierarchs were in attendance: His Eminence, Arch-
bishop Nathaniel of Detroit and the Romanian Epis-
copate; His Eminence, Archbishop Nikon of Boston,
New England and the Albanian Archdiocese; His
Eminence, Archbishop Benjamin of San Francisco and
the Diocese of the West; His Eminence, Archbishop
Alejo of Mexico City and the Diocese of Mexico;
His Eminence, Archbishop Melchisedek of Pittsburgh
and the Archdiocese of Western Pennsylvania; His
Grace, Bishop Mark of Philadelphia and the Diocese
of Eastern Pennsylvania; His Grace, Bishop Michael
of New York and the Diocese of New York and New
Jersey; His Grace, Bishop Alexander of Toledo and
the Bulgarian Diocese; His Grace, Bishop David
of Sitka and the Diocese of Alaska; and His Grace,
Bishop Irénée of Quebec City, Administrator of the
Archdiocese of Canada.

Among the items considered in the deliberations
of the Holy Synod were:

State of the Church Report, presented by Metro-

politan Tikhon;

e The convening of a Spiritual Court in the matter
of His Eminence, Archbishop Seraphim;
e Diocesan vacancies and Locum Tenencies in the

South, the Midwest and Canada;

e Review of vetted candidates for the Episcopacy;
e Matters of clergy discipline;
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Discussion of Paper: “The Ministry of Bishops in
the Orthodox Church” by Metropolitan Tikhon;

e Review of the Assembly of Bishops’ Proposals
for Canonical Restructuring, in preparation for the
Assembly V Meeting in Dallas in September;

e Candidates for Ordination to the Diaconate, proposed
by the Board of Theological Education;

e Review of the Agreements between the Orthodox
Church in America and its ethnic dioceses; and

e Individual matters of concern by the various dioc-
esan hierarchs.

The next meeting of the Holy Synod is scheduled
for October 21-24, 2014 at the OCA Chancery in

Syosset, NY.

Saints Peter and Paul

Continued from page 2

At this time, the disagreement between the two
Apostles became the problem of the whole Church.
It was this issue of practical theology that needed
immediate attention, because it was threatening to
divide the Church in two: the Jews on one side and
the Gentiles on the other.

For this reason, the Apostolic Council was called
in Jerusalem under the leadership of James, the first
Bishop of Jerusalem, and cousin of the Lord. (So much
for the “supremacy” among the Apostles of St. Peter,
onwhich the“ Supremacy of the Pope” was established.
If St. Peter were “supreme” among the Apostles, he
would have been the leader of the Apostolic Council,
but he was not.)

At the Council, St. James drew the conclusion
and declared the decisions of the Council by saying,
“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not
make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to
God. Instead, we should write them, telling them
to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual
immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and
from blood” (Acts 15:19-20).

Moreover, the Council wrote a letter, sent with Judas
and Silas asking “to conform by word of mouth, what
we are writing,” to the Christians among the Gentiles.
The letter gave St. Paul support for his teaching and
practice among the Gentiles.

The Apostolic Council is a very important event in
the life of the Church. It sets the conciliatory form
of leadership in the Church, which is maintained in
the Orthodox Church in the form of the Holy Synod.
The decisions made by the Apostolic Council are also
valid up until today. We, the Gentiles, do not need to
Continued on page 15
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ARFORA National Board with His Grace, Bishop Irineu

The 66" Annual ARFORA Congress was held at
the VATRA, Grass Lake, MI, on June 26-29, 2014.
This is the second year we held an All-Auxiliaries
Conference in conjunction with the Family Life Con-
ference (FLC). In addition to the annual meetings of
the Auxiliaries, the Conference focused on activities
for the entire family. The program included workshops
on a variety of family-oriented themes, worship ser-
vices, and opportunities to socialize with family and
friends. The weekend sessions began with an Executive
Board meeting on Thursday afternoon, followed by
an Opening Prayer Service and an informal supper.

On Friday morning, His Grace Bishop Irineu, Spir-
itual Advisor for A.R.F.O.R.A., opened the Congress
with a prayer. Teva Regule, the Chairperson for the
FLC and AdelaPrice, President of ARFORA, welcomed
the delegates. The Auxiliariesrepresented were: “Holy
Cross”, Hermitage, PA; “Holy Nativity”, Chicago, IL;
“St. Mary”, Chicago, IL; “Presentation of Our Lord”,
Fairlawn, OH; “Holy Trinity”, Youngstown, OH; “St.
George Cathedral”, Southfield, MI; “Falling Asleep
of the Ever-Virgin Mary” Cathedral, Cleveland, OH;
“St. Nicholas”, Alliance, OH; “Descent of the Holy

ARFORA Congress Delegates with His Grace, Bishop
SOLIA MAY/JUNE 2014
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Spirit”, Merrillville, IN; “St. Mary”, St. Paul, MN;
“Protection of the Holy Mother of God”, Falls Church,
VA; “St. Athanasius the Great”, Naperville, IL; “Sts.
Peter & Paul”, Dearborn Heights, MI.

This past year, the Executive Board has been work-
ing on updating the Constitution & By-Laws. Our
main focus remains on organizing new Auxiliaries.
We continue to mail Informational Packets to the new
Missions and Parishes to familiarize them with our
organization. We were pleased to welcome the new
auxiliary, “St. Ana’ Auxiliary of “St. Athanasius the
Great” Mission, Naperville, IL.

ARFORA awarded three $1,000 scholarships this
year to: Amanda Morgavan, “Descent of the Holy
Spirit”, Merrillville, IN; Ingrid Vatamanu, “St. Mary”
Cathedral, Cleveland, OH; and Oana Grigoras, “De-
scent of the Holy Spirit”, Elkins Park, PA.

The guest speaker at the ARFORA Luncheon was
The V. Rev. Mother Gabriella, Abbess, Holy Dormition
Monastery, Rives Junction, MI.

An Appeal was initiated for the purchase of a
convection oven for the Avram lancu Hall kitchen at
the Vatra.

The Session was adjourned with aprayer and blessing
by His Grace Bishop Irineu. The day was concluded
with Evening Prayers followed by Dinner. The evening
concluded with A Tribute Night to Archbishop Valerian
commemorating the 100" Anniversary of His Birth.
Saturday morning, the Executive Board met to discuss
plans for the upcoming year. The day concluded with
workshops on a variety of family-oriented themes for
the entire family, worship services, and a Dinner-Dance
featuring a Romanian Dance Group from “Holy Na-
tivity”, Chicago, IL.

His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel celebrated the
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy on Sunday morning, followed
by a Farewell Luncheon. Lucy Pop was MC. Short
presentations were made by: Teva Regule, FLC Chair-
person; Adela Price, ARFORA President;
Ron Muresan, Brotherhood President; and
Jessica Precop, ARQY Interim-President,
and Stephen Maxim, AROY Treasurer. The
main speaker was His Eminence Archbishop
Nathaniel.

: Our special thanks are offered to His

Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, His Grace
Bishop Ireneu, and the VATRA staff, for
me their gracious welcome and hospitality.
= We also thank the Ladies Auxiliary of

“St. Nicholas’, Alliance, OH, the hosts of
the Coffee Shop, and the FLC committees
for their hard work and dedication to the
second Family Life Conference.

Adela M. Price
National A.R.F.O.R.A. President
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CONVOCATION

In conformity with Article III, Section 7, of the By-Laws of
The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America, we hereby call into session

THE 82ND ANNUAL
EriscoPATE CONGRESS

Saturday, September 6 through Sunday, September 7, 2014
at
Vatra Roméaneasca — Grass Lake, Michigan
Celebrating the 100" Anniversary of the birth of Archbishop VALERIAN

The Congress will be in session starting

Saturday, September 6, 2014 at 9:00 am Eastern Daylight Savings Time
The Agenda, as will be presented in the Annual Report to the Episcopate Congress 2014 will include:

Reading/Approval of the 81st Annual Episcopate Congress Minutes; Official Reports to the Congress;
Reports from the Episcopate Auxiliaries; New Business as submitted by the Episcopate Council

As per Article Il1, Section 1, The Episcopate Congress shall be composed of:
e The Bishop
e The Auxiliary Bishop(s)
e The Vicar
e The Parish Priest and Assistant Priest(s)
* Two Lay Delegates elected by each Parish Assembly for Congress 2013-2014
* Two delegates from each Auxiliary organization of the Episcopate
e Priests under the jurisdiction of the Episcopate not having parishes, deacons, abbots, abbesses, if accredited
by the Episcopate Council
e Members of the Episcopate Council in office, including Auxiliary Presidents ex-officio

Should the duly-elected lay delegates be unable to attend, their alternates will represent the parish. No addition,
substitution or ad hoc delegation will be recognized by the credentials committee.

‘/'W
+ NATHANIEL

Archbishop of Detroit and The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America
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THE 821D CONGRESS OF THE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX EPISCOPATE OF AMIERICH

HOTELS

Mention “ROEA Congress” for
listed rate. Reserve early—other
local events creating limited hotel
availability. All hotels in Michigan
are now non-smoking.

COUNTRY INN & SUITES —
JACKSON

3508 O'Neil Dr, Jackson M 49202
(517) 788-6400

Rate: $105 + tax (King Suite [bed + pull out])
$95 + tax (King)
Deadline: August 21
Features: Free breakfast, Wi-fi & fitness center

HOLIDAY INN—JACKSON
2696 Bob McClain Dr, Jackson Ml 49202
(517) 789-9600

Rate: $115.00 + tax (1 King or 2 Queen)
Deadline: August 15
Features: Fitness center, indoor pool, free Wi-Fi

HAMPTON INN—JACKSON
2225 Shirley Dr, Jackson MI 49202
(517) 789-5151

Rate: $109.00 + tax (1 King or 2 Queen)
Deadline: August 4

Features: Free breakfast, free Wi-Fi, indoor pool,
fitness center

COMFORT INN—JACKSON
2435 Shirley Dr, Jackson M| 49202
(517) 768-0088

Rate: $100.00 + tax (2 Queen or 1 King)

$105.00 + tax (Suite—2 Queen or 1 King)
Deadline: August 4

Features: Free breakfast, pool, Jacuzzi, fitness
center, free newspaper

SOLIA MAY/JUNE 2014

Vatra Roméaneasca / September 5-7, 2014

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday, September 5

8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
1:00 pm
2:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Breakfast

Akathist

Clergy Conference
Lunch

Vespers & Sermons
Supper

Saturday, September 6

8:00 am
9:00 am

Registration

Clergy Conference Reconvenes

Episcopate Council Meeting

Invocation to the Holy Spirit

82nd Episcopate Congress Convenes

1:00 pm Lunch
2:00 pm
5:00 pm

6:30 pm

Vespers & Sermons
Supper & Program

Sunday, September 7

8:00 am Matins

Congress Reconvenes — Session Il

9:00 am  Procession of the Hierarchs & Clergy
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
12:00 noon Congress Banquet & Closing Program

Hosted by: Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Dearborn Heights, Michigan

HOTEL

Remember, you must mention you are
with “‘ROEA Congress” when making
your reservation in order to receive the
special discounted price.

We strongly urge you to reserve your
rooms before the deadline indicated for
each hotel. Availability & rate not guar-
anteed after deadline.

CAR RENTAL

For more information, or to make your
reservations today, call AVIS Rent-A-
Car at 1(800)331.1600, or visit their
website at www.avis.com.

You must give them the ROEA Avis
Worldwide Discount (AWD) Code #
J867318 to receive the discounted
rates.

(Please note: We are unable to host lodging or camping on the Vatra grounds.)

PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA



2014 CLERGY
CONTINUING EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM

Attendees at the 2nd Annual Clergy Continuing Education Symposium

SOUTH CANAAN, PA [STOTS Media] - Tuesday,
June 17 through Thursday, June 19, 2014, St. Tikhon's
Seminary hosted the 2nd Annual Clergy Continuing
Education Symposium. Over 60 participants traveled,
from several OCA dioceses, to attend the lectures.
Among the participants were clergy and monastics,
men, women, seminarians and lay persons. Those
attending received up to 18 of the 20 hours now re-
quired by the Department of Continuing Education.

On Tuesday, June 17 the Symposium opened with
a Molieben in the Seminary Chapel. The group then
listened to a lecture by Dr. Christopher Veniamin, D.
Phil. (Oxon.), Professor of Patristics at St. Tikhon's
Seminary, entitled “ Spiritual Life in Saint Silouan the
Athonite.” The second lecture presented was “The
Greeting of Mary and Elizabeth: The Sanctity of Life,”
by Archpriest John Kowalczyk, Senior Lecturer in
Pastoral Practice, Director of Field Education at St.
Tikhon's Seminary.

On Wednesday, following Divine Liturgy and break-
fast, Archimandrite Sergius, Abbot of St. Tikhon's
Monastery and L ecturer in Spirituality at the Seminary,
presented his talk on “Prayer as Communion — Personal
and Liturgical Prayer.” During the afternoon session,
Mary Ford, Ph.D., Associate Professor of New Testa-
ment at St. Tikhon's Seminary, presented “Orthodox
Insights into the Book of Revelation.” In the evening,
a banquet was held at the seminary dining hall. A
toast was offered by the Rector of the seminary, His
Grace Bishop Michael, in which he encouraged the
visiting clergy to set aside time during the symposium
to not only edify themselves by participating in each
of the lectures, but to also take a moment to renew
and deepen their relationships with one another. “The
priesthood is a difficult and unique calling in the life
of the Church. It can seem like a very solitary re-

8 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA

sponsibility at times. | encourage you to ook
around you. No one understands this reality
better than your brothers sitting next to you.”

On Thursday, David Ford, Ph.D., Professor
of Church History at St. Tikhon's Seminary,
began the last day of the Symposium with his
lecture, “Encouraging People to Seek Help
from the Saints in Times of Suffering.” Fi-
nally, the Symposium was brought to a close
with the talk “Clergy Health — Achieving the
Proper Balance,” by Archpriest Steven Voy-
tovich, D.Min., Dean and Associate Professor
of Pastoral Arts and Practice at St. Tikhon's
Seminary. This course echoed thewords of His
Grace that were offered the previous evening
and explored pastoral compassion and love
as both renewable and precious resources that need
to be carefully tended in our own life and within our
family, in order that those resources may be available
to the persons to whom we are called to minister.

In addition to the time spent in presentation sessions,
the opportunity for worship and fellowship were im-
portant parts of the Symposium. On Wednesday and
Thursday, Hierarchical Divine Liturgies were celebrat-
ed; and, each evening there was a break for Vespers
at the Monastery Church. Many of those attending the
program served and sang during liturgical services.
As with all events that occur within the St. Tikhon’s
Community, each session as well as every meal began
and ended in prayer. Wednesday evening there was
also time set aside for fellowship during and after
the dinner meal, with many of the attendees staying
and talking long into the night following the banquet.

St. Tikhon's Seminary would like to thank all of the
men and women who worked so hard to put this event
together: the administration faculty, staff, and student
volunteers who all worked tirelessly to ensure that this
event was a worthwhile and edifying opportunity for
pastoral and personal growth for all of the attendees.

NEw 50™ ANNIVERSARY EDITION OF THE

PorTA BUNA COOKBOOK

$14.00 ea. — U.S. Funds

Make check payable to:
ST. MARY’'S SOCIETY
c/o Marie Sandru
3097 W 230th ST
NORTH OLMSTED OH 44070
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WORLD CHURCH NEWS

Metropolitan Philip (Saliba) FallsAsleep intheLord

OnMarch 19, 2014, Metropolitan Philip (Saliba), the
ruling hierarch of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese
of North America, fell asleep inthe Lord in Florida at
the age of 82. He was born on June 10, 1931, in Abou
Mizan, Lebanon, the fourth of five children to Elias and
Saleema Saliba. After completing his primary educa-
tion at the Shouier Elementary School, he entered the
Balamand Orthodox Seminary, near Tripoli, Lebanon,
at the age of fourteen. He subsequently attended and
was graduated from the Orthodox Secondary School
in Homs, Syria, and the Assiyeh Orthodox College
in Damascus, Syria. Ordained to the holy diaconate
in 1949, he was assigned to serve as secretary to His
Beatitude, Alexander III (Tahan), the Patriarch of
Antioch and all the East. In 1952, he was appointed
lecturer in Arabic language and literature and student
advisor at the Balamand Orthodox Seminary. While a
deacon, Metropolitan Philip was awarded ascholarship
and invitation to undertake studies in Great Britain
at the Kelham Theological School and the University
of London. In 1956, he arrived in the United States
and enrolled at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School
of Theology in Brookline, Massachusetts. Assigned
to a position at St. George Church in Detroit, Mich-
igan, he entered Wayne State University from which
he was graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree
in 1959. On March 1, 1959, he was ordained to the
holy priesthood by Metropolitan Antony (Bashir) and
assigned to the pastorate at Saint George Church in
Cleveland, Ohio. While serving in this capacity, he
carried to completion the building of an educational
and cultural center for the parish. He also served in
many religious and civic posts while in Cleveland,
among them the Eastern Orthodox Welfare Council,
the Television and Radio Commission of the Cleve-
land Area Church Federation, and the Mayor’s Civic
Committee. He undertook graduate theol ogical studies
at Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary in
Crestwood, New York, and was graduated from that
institution with a Master of Divinity degree in 1965.

In March of 1966, the Antiochian Archdiocese,
meeting in special convention, nominated Philip Saliba
to succeed the late Metropolitan Antony (Bashir) as
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North
America. In July of that year, the Patriarchal Vicar
for the widowed See of New York, Metropolitan llyas
(Kurban), Archbishop of Tripoli, Lebanon, elevated
Philip Salibato the dignity of Archimandrite. He was
elected for the See of New York by the Holy Synod
of the Antiochian Patriarchate on August 5, 1966, and
on August 14 was consecrated to the episcopacy by
Patriarch Theodosios VI (Abourjaily) at the Monas-
tery of the Prophet Elias in Dhour Shouier, Lebanon.

SOLIA MAY/JUNE 2014

Metropolitan Philip was enthroned at his Cathedral
of Saint Nicholas in Brooklyn, New York, on Octo-
ber 13, 1966. On June 24, 1975, Metropolitan Philip
and Archbishop Michael (Shaheen) of Toledo, Ohio,
accomplished the administrative and jurisdictional
unity of the Antiochian Orthodox faithful in North
America. This unity was ratified by the Holy Synod
of the Patriarchate on August 19, 1975. The canoni-
cal praxis, issued by Patriarch Elias IV (Mou’ awad),
named Metropolitan Philip as Primate of the Antiochian

Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America.
Metropolitan Philip had a keen interest in Middle
Eastern affairs and was recognized as an expert in
this field. As a student at Wayne State University, he
served as President of the Arab Student Federation and
in Cleveland, he was a member of the Committee on
American Policy in the Near East. He has met with
United States Presidents, Eisenhower, Johnson, Ford,
Carter and Reagan, as well as with Pope Paul VI and
Pope John Paul Il and many other world leaders on
behalf of ajust and durable peace in the Middle East.
He served as chairman of the Standing Conference
of American-Middle Eastern Christian and Moslem
Leaders which represents the two million Americans
of Arabic heritage. In 1968, he established a $100,000
Trust Fund to provide scholarships to Arab refugees
studying in the fields of science, medicine, economics
and technology. In 1977, he established a $500,000
endowment fund for the support of the Orthodox Theo-
logical Academy of St. John of Damascus at Balamand
Lebanon, the sole remaining Orthodox Seminary in
the Middle East. Since the Israeli-Arab conflict of
1967, Metropolitan Philip inaugurated a number of
fund-raising campaigns to provide food, shelter and
medical assistance to Arab refugees and victims of
war. Under his leadership, the Archdiocese undertook
numerous charitable campaigns to aid victims of di-
sasters in the United States and throughout the world.
For hismany charitabl e deeds and renowned human-
itarian concern, Metropolitan Philip was commended
and decorated by many governments. Some of these
awards include the Commander’s Badge of the Leb-
anese Order of the Cedars and the First Class of the
Order of Civil Merit of the Syrian Arab Republic.
Awards presented to him by ecclesiastical authorities
include the Order of the Bush Unburned from the
Archbishopric of Mount Sinai, the Cross of Lebanon
from the Archdiocese of Mount L ebanon and the Order
of Saint Mark from the Patriarchate of Alexandriaand
all of Africa. In 1981, the Trustees and faculty of Saint
Vladimir’'s Orthodox Theological Seminary awarded
Metropolitan Philip the degree of Doctor of Divinity,
honoris causia. On May 5, 1986, the Metropolitan’s
Continued on page 10
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Alma Mater, Wayne State University of Detroit, Mich-
igan, awarded him an honorary degree of Doctor of
Humane Letters. On May 20, 1995, The Holy Cross
School of Theology bestowed upon Metropolitan
Philip, the Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree in
recognition of his sterling leadership provided to the
Antiochian Archdiocese and Orthodoxy at large. On
May 26,2007, he was awarded the Doctor of Divinity
“honoriscausa’ by St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Seminary in
South Canaan, Pennsylvania. In conjunction with the
100th Anniversary of the Statue of Liberty in 1986,
he was one of the few Americans chosen to receive
the cherished “Liberty Award” which was presented
to him by Mayor Koch of New York City on July 1st.
On May 21, 1994, His Eminence received the Ellis
Island Medal of Honor. On September 27, 2007, His
Eminence was awarded the Lebanese Order of Merit
by President Emile Lahoud of Lebanon.

His Eminence is the author of The Eucharist in the
Primitive Church, Feed My Sheep, He Leads Them,
and a number of poems and meditations, and is the
co-author of Out of the Depths Have I Cried. He also
wrote many articles and monographs in the fields of
theology and Middle Eastern affairs. Fluent in English
and Arabic, and having a knowledge of French and
Greek, His Eminence translated many literary works
into Arabic.

In February 1987, some two thousand (2,000) Evan-
gelical Christians embraced the canonical Orthodox
Church and the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Arch-
diocese of North America. This was made possible
through the leadership of the Evangelical churches
and His Eminence, Metropolitan Philip. They bring
with them their strong desire to bring Orthodoxy to
America

In 2003, a truly historic event occurred under the
leadership of Metropolitan Philip. The Archdiocese
of North America requested, and was granted by the
Holy Synod of Antioch the status of a self-ruling
archdiocese. In conjunction with this event, the arch-
diocese established a diocesan structure, and elected
three new Diocesan Bishops who were consecrated by
His Beatitude Ignatius IV in the Patriarchal Cathedral
in Damascus, Syria. Metropolitan Philip served as
First Vice Chairman of the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America,
Vice President and Vice Chairman of Saint Vladimir’s
Orthodox Theological Seminary Board of Trustees,
and Chairman of the Orthodox Christian Education
Commission.

Metropolitan Philip was preceded in death by his
brother Shahid Saliba and his sister Nazira Kfouri,
and is survived by his eldest brother Nassif Saliba of
Shreen, Lebanon, his younger brother and sister-in-
law Dr. Najib Salibaand Elaine Saliba of Shrewsbury,
M assachusetts, and numerous nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces, grandnephews and Godchildren in the United
States and L ebanon.
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Holy and Great Synod to Convene in 2016

At the invitation of His All-Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew, the Primates of the Ortho-
dox Autocephalous Churches came together in Con-
stantinople for a Synaxis on March 6-9, 2014. The
hierarchs gathered to discuss matters concerning the
overall mission of the Orthodox Church. Moreover,
the Primates agreed that a Holy and Great Council
of the Orthodox Church would be convened by the
Ecumenical Patriarch in 2016.

Communiqué of the Primates of the
Orthodox Churches

By the grace of God, the proceedings of the Syn-
axis of the Primates of the Orthodox Autocephalous
Churches concluded today, on the Sunday of Orthodoxy.
The Synaxistook place at the Phanar from 6-9 March,
2014, at the invitation and under the presidency of His
All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, and
was attended by all the most venerable Primates in
person, with the exception of His Beatitude Patriarch
John of Antioch, who, due to illness, was represented
by Hierarchs of his Church.

The proceedings of the Synaxis were carried out
in a very fraternal spirit; the Hierarchs discussed
matters concerning the life of the Orthodox Church
in the contemporary world, and particularly in regions
where Orthodoxy and Christianity in general face
serious problems and difficulties; the Hierarchs also
expressed their support and profound interest of the
Orthodox Churchinitsentirety concerning their fellow
human beings suffering in those regions. Above all,
the Synaxis considered the prevailing situation in the
Middle East and recent developments in Ukraine, as
well as the ongoing uncertainty about the fate of the
bishops, Metropolitan John of Aleppo, and Yuhanna
Ibrahim of the Syriac Church, who were kidnapped

by unknown persons a very long time ago.

In the framework of their Synaxis, the Primates
also deliberated on the matter of the Holy and Great
Synod of the Orthodox Church and decided that,
upon expediting the process of preparation, it will
be convened and presided by the Ecumenical Patri-
arch in Constantinople in 2016. With regard to this
matter, the Primates also determined issues related
to representation and participation of the Orthodox
Autocephalous Churches in this Synod, as well as the
manner of decision-making at the Synod.

On Sunday morning, 9 March, thefeast of Orthodoxy,
the Primates concel ebrated in the Patriarchal Church of
St. George at the Phanar, where their Message to the
Orthodox faithful throughout the world, their Christian
brothers and sisters everywhere, and all people of
goodwill, was read officially from the pulpit.

At the Phanar, March 9, 2014
From the Chief Secretariat of the Holy and Sacred
Synod
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Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and Pope

Francis Meet in Jerusalem
Joint Statement Celebrating the Meeting

Fifty yearsago, in January 1964, two great Christian
leaders met in Jerusalem. Pope Paul VI of Rome and
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras of Constantinople
swept aside centuries of hostility and embraced one
another in the city where Christ was crucified and rose
from the dead. The Pope's gift of a chalice to the
Patriarch and the Patriarch’s gift of an encolpion (an
episcopal pectoral medallion with an icon of Christ)
to the Pope showed that they were determined to work
for the victory of love over enmity, of communion over
division. Reflecting on that encounter immediately
after returning to Rome, Pope Paul said, “I had this
morning the great happiness of embracing — after a
gap of many centuries — the Ecumenical Patriarch of
Constantinople. We hope that these beginnings will
bear good fruit, that the seed will spring up and be-
come fully ripe.”

Fifty yearslater, we rejoice that those beginningsin
Jerusalem have indeed born good fruit. In December
1965 both Churches consigned the 1054 excommuni-
cations between Rome and Constantinople to oblivion,
erasing them from the memory of the Church. Meet-
ings between Popes and Ecumenical Patriarchs and
other contacts became more common, and led to the
establishment of an international theological dialogue
between the two churches that met for the first time
in 1980 and continues to the present day.

Hereinthe United States, theleaders of our churches
followed the example set by the Pope and the Ecu-
menical Patriarch and — at the initiative of Archbishop
lakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese — set up a
national theological dialoguein 1965, which hasfunc-
tioned uninterruptedly since its establishment. Joined
on the Catholic side by the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops in 1997, this theological consultation
has issued thirty agreed statements over the years,
carefully examining the issues that still divide us and
proposing ways to resolve them.

We wish to take the opportunity presented by the
meeting between Pope Francisand Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew in Jerusalem in May 2014 to reaffirm
the dialogue of love initiated by Pope Paul VI and
Patriarch Athenagoras and to continue to strive to
remove that which separates us. We not only express
our appreciation of the work of our North American
dialogue, but also our joy that our Churches have
increasingly been able to speak with one voice on
the pressing issues that our society faces today. We
commit ourselves to increased cooperation in these
areas, including social, economic, and ethical dilem-
mas, and we call our people to pray for the success
of the upcoming meeting between Pope Francis and
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew in Jerusalem for
the glory of God and the promotion of Christianity
in our wounded world.
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Archbishop Demetrios
Chairman, Assembly of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of the United States of America

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, KY
President of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

Archbishop Joseph Elected Metropolitan of Antio-
chian Archdiocese of North America

His Eminence Archbishop Joseph has been elected
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North
America by the Holy Synod of Antioch, meeting in
Balamand, Lebanon on July 3, 2014. His Eminence
M etropolitan Joseph was consecrated to the Holy Epis-
copacy on June 30, 1991 at the St. Mary Cathedral in
Damascus, after many years of serving as a deacon and
a priest. His Eminence was born in Damascus, Syria,
in 1950. He was consecrated with the title, Bishop of
Katana in Syria, and served as Patriarchal Assistant
and Secretary of the Holy Synod of Antioch. In 1995,
he was sent by Patriarch Ignatius to America. Here,
in America, Bishop Joseph was assigned to the West
Coast Chancery by Metropolitan Philip. After self-
rule status was awarded to the Archdiocese, Bishop
Joseph was enthroned at St. Nicholas Cathedral by
Metropolitan Philip as the first Bishop of the Diocese
of Los Angeles and the West on September 12, 2004.
On December 11, 2011, at the Church of the Dormi-
tion of the Theotokos in the Patriarchal Monastery of
Our Lady of Balamand in Lebanon, Patriarch Ignatius
elevated Bishop Joseph to the rank of Archbishop, in
honor of his many years of service as a bishop both
in the North American Archdiocese and in the Patri-
archate of Antioch.
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

A.R.F.O.R.A. UNDERGRADUATE
SCHOLARSHIP - 2014 ($1,000)

Oana Grigor as, amem-
ber of Descent of the Holy
Spirit Romanian Orthodox
Churchin Elkins Park, PA,
istherecipient of a$1,000
ARFORA Undergraduate
Scholarship. She is the
- daughter of Fr. Arian

~and Psa. Brindusa Cristina

Grigoras. Oanaisenrolled
in her second year at the
University of Pittsburgh,
School of Artsand Science,
where she is pursuing a double major in Biological
Science and Religious Studies. She is actively involved
as the Secretary of Public Health Global Brigades at
the Univ. of Pittsburgh, FOCUS, and volunteers at
the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. Oana has been
very involved in her parish as a choir member, Sunday
School Teacher and volunteering for many luncheons
and fundraisers. While away at college she continued
her involvement by becoming Secretary of the Orthodox
Christian Fellowship on campus. She has attended the
Vatra Camps three years in a row and plans on con-
tinuing as a camp counselor in the future. She plans
on becoming a physician assistant that specializes in
pediatrics. Her religious studies major will help her to
be understanding and respectful towards her patients’
beliefsand customs. A.R.F.O.R.A. congratul ates Oana
on her outstanding achievements.

Ingrid M. Vatamanu,
the daughter of Ovidiu
and Esmeralda Vatamanu
of Lakewood, Ohio, is
the recipient of a $1,000
ARFORA Undergradu-
ate Scholarship. She is a
member of St. Mary Roma-
nian Orthodox Cathedral
in Cleveland, OH. She is
attending Barnard College,
Columbia University in
New York, NY, where she
majorsin Political Science and French. Sheisalso an
Office Assistant in the Barnard College Department
of Political Science. She has been on the Dean’s
List and has maintained a 3.56 GPA while actively
involved in many extracurricular activities. Ingrid is
the Ambassador for the Rotaract Club and the Barnard
Student Ambassador for Visiting International Stu-
dents. In high school she was an exchange student in
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France and plans to return there to study at Sciences
Politique in Paris. Her involvement in parish life in-
cludes being a choir member and volunteering at the
Romanian Festival. Her future plans include attending
law school and perhaps pursuing immigration law in
order to stay connected to the foreign and Romanian
Community which she is so devoted to. A.R.F.O.R.A.
congratulates Ingrid on her outstanding achievements.

A.R.F.O.R.A. —HELEN MUNTEAN
EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP
FOR WOMEN - 2014 ($1,000)

Amanda Joy Morgovan,
the daughter of John and Gail
Morgovan of Valparaiso, IN is
the recipient of the $1,000 Helen
Muntean Education Scholarship.
Amanda is currently enrolled
in her second year at Purdue
University in West Lafayette,
IN, where she will complete
\ her degree in Special and El-
ementary Education. She has
maintained a 3.4 GPA while
being actively involved in many
extracurricular activities. At
Purdue she was involved in
the Circle K International, Boiler Volunteer Network
Make a Difference Day, and Color Rush to benefit the
Make-A-Wish Foundation. She is also a member of
the Purdue Contemporary Dance Company, X-Works
Dance Performance and Swing Dance Club. Amanda
continues to be an active member of Descent of the
Holy Ghost Orthodox Church in Merrillville, IN,
where she is a choir member, caroler and helps out
at dinners. She plans to become a teacher, so that she
may touch the lives of children and have an impact
on them. A.R.F.O.R.A. is honored to award the Helen
Muntean Education Scholarship for her achievements.

DUMITRU GOLEA GOLDY-GEMU
SCHOLARSHIP — 2013 & 2014 ($1,500)
This scholarship is awarded to undergraduate
college students of Romanian origin. In addition to
all the required documents, each applicant writes
an essay on the topic: “How my Romanian Heritage
Helps Make Me a Better American.”

Clarisse Caliman of St. Louis, Missouri, isarecip-
ient of the Goldy Scholarship for 2013. She compl eted
her high school education at Oakville High School, St.
Louis, MO with a 4.0 GPA (4.48 weighted) and was
graduated 2™ in her class of 484 students. In addition
to numerous Advanced Placement Courses, Clarisse
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took dual credit university
level courses, earning her
24 college credits by the
time she completed high
school. She is a 2012 Na-
1| tional Merit Finalist and
. National AP Scholar; a
i | 2012 Missouri Scholars 100
L Scholar; the Past President
of the Oakville High School
chapter of MuAlphaTheta;
a member of the National
ey 7 High School and Two-Year
College Mathematlcs Honor Society. Extracurricular
activities include: club participation and summer
camps in the areas of languages, mathematics, phi-
losophy, religion, space, technology and |eadership.
She has studied abroad and excelsin French, Spanish,
German, English and Romanian. One of her hobbies
is Taekwondo. Clarisse was accepted by the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA, and
began her enrollment in September 2013 after being
approved for a gap year following high school. During
that year, she traveled to Europe and Asia to complete
several foreign language programs and experience
other cultures firsthand. One of her references states:
“In the twelve years I have served as Assistant Su-
perintendent for Curriculum in the Mehlville School
District, a suburban school district of over 10,000
students, Clarisse has academically outperformed all
other students.” In her essay, Clarisse wrote: “The
cultural upbringing I now realize I was blessed to have
has ultimately shaped me into who | am and allowed
me to understand not only the native’s, but also the
foreigner’s point of view, which is important in our
diverse nation, as ignorance leads to conflicts, hate,
and xenophobia otherwise.”

Valentina M ar ginean of
Girard, Ohio, isarecipient
of the Goldy Scholarship
for 2013. She was gradu-
~ ated from Ursuline High
School, Youngstown, OH
in 2012 where she was the
recipient of numerous rec-
ognitions and participated
in many extra-curricular
activities and programs.
She currently attends Ohio
Wesleyan University, Del-
aware, OH where she is studying Anthropology and
Biochemistry with plans to attend medical school
after graduation. Besides English, she is bilingual in
Romanian and French. One of Valentina's areas of par-
ticular interest is medical care and hygiene education
in Haiti. She recently returned from a research trip to
Haiti in which she completed a research project on
SOLIA MAY/JUNE 2014

“The Role of Voodoo in Haitian Medicine”. One of
Valentina’s professors writes: “She has developed a
critical awareness of social inequalities and how they
often trap people in disadvantage. I marvel at her
understanding and greatly admire her upbeat determi-
nation to make an impact wherever she can.” In her
essay, Valentina wrote: “My Romanian heritage has
made me ambitious. . . .The academic challenges |
pursue are unmatched by my peers. | take 20+ credit
hours per semester while working the night shift at a
local gas station. I volunteer weekly at Grace Clinic,
serve as vice-president of Operation: Annie, and was
a team leader during a spring break Mission Trip to
New Orleans, Louisiana. . . .The struggle to achieve

personal success through perseverance and ambition
has equipped me with the tools to become a better
American.”

Vaughn Himber of Tar-
zana, California, is a recipi-
ent of the Goldy Scholarship
for 2014. He was graduated
from Notre Dame High
School, Sherman Oaks,
CA in May 2014 with a
4.24 GPA. His honors and
extracurricular activities
included: Editor-in-Chief
of the school magazine
(“Knight”); Maxima cum
Laude for GPA (all four
years of high school); AP Scholar Award; Frederick
Douglas and Susan B. Anthony Award from Univer-
sity of Rochester; California Scholarship Federation
Member; Latin Club; Boy Scouts of America Eagle
Scout; Intern at 46" Assembly District Office of CA;
Teacher’'sAssistant at Digital MediaAcademy at UCLA,;
Certificate of Recognition from the Assembly of Cal-
ifornia Legislature. One of Vaughn's reference letters
describes him as follows: “Vaughn is an outstanding
student and a remarkable young man, one of the best
I have been blessed to teach in the past 24 years. . .
that rare example of athoughtful, open-minded young
person, willing to go beyond class requirements and
explore others ideason hisown.” In hisessay, Vaughn
wrote: “My Romanian heritage has made me a better
American by instilling me with civic values, providing
me with a moral foundation, and reminding me of
the dignity of all people. . . .A magjor aspect of being
Romanian is encouraging generosity and hospitality.
I have experienced lovingly cooked family meals of
traditional cuisine; enriching, enlivening conversations
about growing up in Romania; and the community’s
goodwill in the Romanian Orthodox Church | attend,
the Holy Trinity Orthodox ChurchinLosAngeles. . .”.
He will attend the University of California, Berkley,
CA beginning in Fall 2014.

Continued on page 15
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FINANCIAL REPORT

EPISCOPATE SUPPORTER

Maria Pincu, Santa Monica, CA ..........cccvvveee.... $1,000.00
M/M Virgil Stanciu, University Park, FL.......... $1,000.00
M/M Paul Scales, Arlington, TX .......cccceevveevinenne, $500.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Remus Grama, Cleveland, OH...$200.00
M/M Alexandru Risca, Oakland, M1 .................... $200.00
Costica Ardeleanu, Valparaiso, IN...........cccccveee. $140.00
M/M Alexa Mindea, Morton Grove, IL................ $100.00
Stefano Ionescu-Niscov, Renton, WA ..................... $97.50
Virginia Precop, St Clair Shores, Ml.........ccccccu..... $85.00
George Galat, Burlington, ON........ccccceeviienieneennnn. $65.00
M/M John Demintich, Toronto, ON.............cccvee.... $60.00
Madelena & Joseph Ilcus, Jupiter, FL .......ccccovveene $50.00
Elaine Luca, Struthers, OH........ccceevveeiiiiiiiieeeeeeen, $50.00
George & Elizabeth Oancea, Jackson, MI.............. $50.00
Florence Churilla, Kentwood, Ml ..........ccovvvveeeennn. $20.00

GENERAL DONATIONS
Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA

(Hierarch Travel EXpenses) ......ccccceveeeriinvnnne. $2,500.00
Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA

(Hierarch Travel EXpenses) ........cccccveveeneeene $2,000.00
Holy Trinity, New Westminster, BC

(Hierarch Travel EXpenses) ........cccceveevieeneennn. $2,000.00
St Mary, Anaheim, CA

(Additional Financial Support)............cc........ $2,000.00
Holy Cross, Hollywood, FL

(Hierarch Travel EXpenses) ........c.cccoveveenieeene $1,000.00
St Mary, Colleyville, TX

(Hierarch Travel EXpenses) .......ccoooeveeiieniiennennn. $928.00
St George, Toronto, ON

(Syrian Christian Relief Project)..........cc.......... $800.00
St John, Kitchener, ON

(Hierarch Travel EXpenses) .....cccccocvvvverniuvneenns $750.00
St Nicholas, Regina, SK

(Hierarch Travel EXpenses) .......cccoovveeiieiiiennennn. $350.00
M/M Leonard Jones, Philadelphia, PA

(Hierarch Travel EXpenses) ......cccccvveeerinniinnnnn. $300.00
Steve & Kathy Miroy, Stafford, VA...........cceeuenee. $200.00
V Rev Fr Dimitrie Vincent, Redford, MI ............. $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Catalin Mitescu, Claremont, CA

(Hierarch Travel EXpenses) .......ccoovveeiieiiiennennn. $100.00
George & Ana Mohan, Brunswick, OH.................. $50.00
Florence Westerfield, Warren, MI............cccovveeennn. $30.00
Lillian Fedorovici, Livonia, MI..........ovvuveeeueeeeennnnns $25.00
Marcella Bourean, Warren, MI............cceeeevinnnnnnen. $20.00
lustina Cantor, Commerce Twp, MI ........ccccceereennee. $10.00

MEMORIAM

Alexa Ungurian, Oakbank, MB

(IMO Mary Ungurian).........ccceueevveeeireeeiveennnen. $200.00
Aurelia Pora, Frankfort, IL

(IMO Traian Ascente Matthew Pora) ................. $25.00

2014 EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT

Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL ........ccccvveviiiirennnen. $10,000.00
St John, Toronto, ON.......ccceeeeeiieiieiieeece e $7,860.00
St George Cathedral, Regina, SK ...................... $7,680.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, Ml ............ $1,500.00
St John of Wallachia Mission, Alpine, NJ............ $900.00
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Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC...............ouvvvviennnns $855.00

St Mary Mission, Las Vegas, NV ........cccccoceeneene $300.00
Holy Trinity, MacNutt, SK .........cccceviiiiiiieiiiee, $210.00
St Dumitru, New York, NY ....ocoooiiiiiiieeiiiiee e, $120.00
St John, Glendale, AZ ......ccoeeeveieeeiee e $60.00
CAMP VATRA MATTRESS PROJECT
Adina & Tony Lohan, Lincolnwood, MA............. $200.00
Adrian & Florina Tudor, Skokie, IL ...........evvvvvees $150.00
Florence Churilla, Kentwood, Ml ........c.ccoeeeviiveennn. $50.00
ARCHBISHOP CHARITY ENDOWMENT FUND
Atlantic Deanery, New York, NY ......ccccceveviennnn. $300.00
Audrey & George Fatsy, Trumbull, CT .................. $50.00
2014 SPECIAL ASSESSMENT
Annunciation, Montreal, QC..........ccccccceiiiiiinnnns $1,000.00

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA......$1,000.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN ...... $1,000.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Oregon City, OR....$1,000.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Ridgewood, NY .....$1,000.00

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI ............ $1,000.00
Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA......ccccocooeeiiieeennee $1,000.00
Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA.........ccccooeveiveiieiinnns $1,000.00
Holy Cross, Hollywood, FL.........ccccceeveevnveennnen. $1,000.00
Holy Cross, London, ON........cc.cccccveeiiieeiineeenen. $1,000.00
Holy Cross, San Jose, CA......ccocveevciveeeiiieeeene $1,000.00
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH.............cccccc...... $1,000.00
Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA ........cccceevivennen. $1,000.00
Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL ...........cccceeviiieiieninnns $1,000.00
Holy Trinity, Vancouver, BC ..........ccccovvivennenne. $1,000.00
Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH ........... $1,000.00
St Dimitrie, Easton, CT .....coooevvvevieeeiieeieeeeeeee $1,000.00
St Dumitru, New York, NY ....ccccoovvviiniiiiiieen, $1,000.00
St Elias, Ellwood City, PA......cocoveiieiiiee $1,000.00
St George, Canton, OH........ccceevvvieiieciecee. $1,000.00
St George Cathedral, Regina, SK ............c......... $1,000.00
St George, Toronto, ON.......c.ccoccveevveeeirieeireenn, $1,000.00
St George, Winnipeg, MB ... $1,000.00
St John, Glendale, AZ ......cccooovveiieeieiieeeeee $1,000.00
St John the Baptist, Kitchener, BC.................... $1,000.00
St John, Toronto, ON........ccceeeviviiieeiiiieee e $1,000.00
St John, Woonsocket, Rl..........cccvveivvevveeiiiineenn, $1,000.00
St Joseph, Hazleton, PA.........ccccovvviviienirsinane $1,000.00
St Mary, Anaheim, CA......ccccoevviee e $1,000.00
St Mary, Chicago, 1L ......cccooeveeiiiiiiiieereceee. $1,000.00
St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH................... $1,000.00
St Mary, Elmhurst, NY ... $1,000.00
St Mary Magdalena, Houston, TX ...........ccuu...... $1,000.00
Sts Constantine & Elena, Indianapolis, IN ........ $1,000.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Apopka, FL .................. $1,000.00

Sts Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY...... $1,000.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA ........ $1,000.00

Sts Michael & Gabriel, Sacramento, CA............ $1,000.00
Three Hierarchs, Bellevue, WA ........ccccvvvvevvnnnns $1,000.00
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC...........ccceeriiinneenns $500.00
Holy Cross, PhoeniX, AZ......cccocceeveuveeiiineeiniennn $500.00
Holy Protection, Pierrefonds, QC .............cevvvennnens $500.00
St Andrew, Laval, QC.......cccccoovviiiiiiieiee e, $500.00
St Basil, Raleigh, NC .......cccoceeviiiiiiieeiiee e $500.00
St Dimitrie, Frederick, CO ......coccovveeiieeiieecie, $500.00
St Elias, Richmond Hill, ON..............cocecovieines $500.00
St John, Alping, NJ.......oooviiieeiiee e $500.00
St John, Denver, CO....cocvvveveeeiiecciiiieeeee e $500.00

Continued on page 15
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Scholar shi P Continued from page 13

RaduA. Simion of West-
lake, Ohio, isarecipient of
the Goldy Scholarship for
2014. Radu attends Yale
University, New Haven,
Connecticut, whereheisma:
joring in Political Science.
At Westlake High School,
Radu excelled in languages
(Spanish & French) and took
two AP language tests, the
first student to do so in the
school’s history. He is also
fluent in Romanian and English. Radu also founded a
College Preparatory Club which became a bi-weekly
program that administered and graded SAT practice
tests and provided lectures on topics related to college,
scholarships and the importance of volunteering. His
Spanish teacher said: “In my 30 years of teaching, |
would consider Radu to be one of my top students.
He is certainly the most motivated person I have ever
met. He is sociable, well liked amongst his peers and
appreciated by our faculty.” The Mayor of Lake-
wood Ohio wrote about Radu’s service as a political
intern as follows: “While working with senior staff,
Radu organized and implemented the framework that
set the stage for major structural changes within our
government. It is apparent to me that Radu is a young
man who can apply hisintelligenceto real-world prob-
lems.” One of Radu's “hobbies’ is Isshinryu Karate
for which he holds a Black Belt, is an instructor and
tournament judge. His Sensei calls Radu “...a deter-
mined and intelligent young man. In my 41 years of
teaching Isshinryu Karate I have seen many martial
arts students come and go, but Radu stands “head and
shoulders” above the rest.” Radu took a very creative
approach to his essay by writing an acrostic poem
entitled “Romanian American,” in which the first letter
of each line spelled out the title. He ended with the
statement: “In truth, | am a cultural peasant, with a
mind not yet ripened; But with a fusion of my cultures,
| can truly be enlightened!”

STANITZ / AROY SCHOLARSHIP - 2014
($1,000)

This scholarship, given in memory of William Robert
Stanitz, who met a premature, tragic death in California,
is awarded to undergraduate college students who are
active in their local ROEA parish /| AROY chapters.

Alex Baciu of Addison, Illinais, is the recipient of
the Stanitz/ARQOY Scholarship for 2014. Alex graduated
3 in his class of 502 with a GPA of 4.73. During
high school, Alex was on the Debate Team, Youth
and Government, and DECA. He also played varsity
soccer and was captain of the track team during his
senior year. Alex recently completed his freshman
SOLIA MAY/JUNE 2014

year as a James Scholar at the Uni-

versity of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

with a 3.92 GPA studying chemical

s engineering. Alex’s college activities

P include club track and field and REACT

~ ,  (Reaching and Educating America’s

Chemists of Tomorrow ). In Urbana,

- Alex tutors grade K-12 students at a

local parish every week. Alex is a member of Holy

Nativity Church, Chicago, IL, and participated in the

Sunday school program and Romanian dance group

for many years. Alex also attended Camp Vatra and

attributes understanding of the liturgy of the Church

to his time at camp. Congratulations to Alex on his
accomplishments!

Saints Peter and Paul

Continued from page 4

el W

be circumcised. The cir-
cumcision wasthe seal of
the Old Testament, of the
Old Covenant. The seal
. | of the New Testament is
Holy Baptism, which is a
“new birth” from water
and the Spirit. Therefore,
as “it seemed good to
the Holy Spirit and to
us’ [the Apostles] (Acts
15:28) and to the early

. Church, we do not need
ST TOTOR | to become Jews through
circumcision before we become Christians. Through
Holy Baptism, we become members of the Body of
Christ -- His Church.

The icon of St. Peter and St. Paul immortalizes
the moment after the Apostolic Council when both
of them, agreeing with the ruling just made, hug one
another in brotherly love. In the other icon, they hold
the Church, showing that the two directions held by
the two Apostles became one in building the Church
of Christ.

ST. PAUL

Rev. Dr. Cornel Todeasa

Financial Report continued from page 14

St John, Charlotte, NC......cccoeeovvveeeeicieee e $500.00
St John, Manchester, NH .........cccccoevvieieeiiiieeeeee, $500.00
St John, Old Hickory, TN ......ccoovrivireeee e $500.00
St Parascheva, Laval, QC...........cccovveeeeeeeiiinnnnen, $500.00
St Theodora, Royal Oak, M1 .......cccoeiiiiiieninene $500.00

ADDRESS CHANGE
Send your change of addresses to:
SOLIA, PO BOX 185
GRASS LAKE, MI 49240 USA
or solia@roea.org.
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SFANTA INALTARE,
SARBATOAREA BUCURIEI CELEI MARI

La Iniltarea la cer a lui lisus, apostolii au simtit din
nou separatia fizica dintre ei si Domnul §i Inva‘gatorul
lor. Prima separatie, la timpul Rastignirii si al Mortii
Domnului, a fost violenta, plina de frica si tristete.
in contrast, separatia de la Inaltare a adus apostolilor
bucurie mare. Sf. Apostol Luca scrie: ,,Si ei [apos-
tolii], inchindndu-se Lui (in Betania, cand Domnul
se ridica la cer), s-au intors in lerusalim cu bucurie
mare” (Luca 24, 52).

Existd o diferenti intre Ristignire si Iniltare, in
mod particular in ntelegerea Apostolilor si a noastra,
in planul divin al mantuirii. Ucenicii Domnului aveau
indoiald 1n mintile lor In timpul Rastignirii, dar 1n
cel al inél;ﬁrii, ochii lor ,,au fost deschisi si el L-au
stiut pe El.”

La Iniltarea Domnului, Sf. Apostoli au simtit
o bucurie mare desi Domnul lisus, Mantuitorul si
prietenul lor, Care gi-a dat viata pentru ei si pentru
noi, se despartea de ei. Ce le-a adus aceastd bucurie?
Desgur promisiunile pe care Domnul le ficuse prin
ridicarea Sa la cer, i anume:

Promisiunea maririi Sale. Iisus , a fost primit Tn
Cer, si a sezut la dreapta lui Dumnezeu” (Marcu 16,
19). lisus Domnul S-a indltat intru gloria Tatalui.
Aceasta aduce o indoitd bucurie: 1) ea Tnseamnd ci
Misiunea Lui pentru noi §i mantuirea noastrd s-a
implinit; 2) apoi, lisus ne-a promis sd ne dea si noud
aceeasi glorie:,,Voi veni din nou ca sda vd primesc la
Mine: ca §i voi sd fiti unde sunt Eu” (Ioan 14, 3).

Prin Invierea Lui, viata noud la care Domnul S-a
indltat ne-a fost oferitd si noud. Iniltarea Domnului
ne invatd ca si noi trebuie sd ne indreptdm viata spre
lucrurile ceresti. In mod constant, Domnul Iisus ne
indeamnd ca inimile si mintile sd ne fie atintite spre
Impiritia lui Dumnezeu, si ,,cdutdm mai intdi Impdrdtia
lui Dumnezeu §i dreptatea Lui.”

,»Nu vd adunati comori pe pamdant,” zice Domnul,
wunde molia si rugina le stricd §i unde furii le sapd
si le furd. Ci adunati-vd comori in cer...unde este
comoara ta, acolo va fi si inima ta” (Matei 6, 19-21).
,»Oricine voieste sd vind dupd Mine, sd se lepede de
sine, sd-si ia crucea §i sda-Mi urmeze Mie,” ne po-
runceste Domnul (Marcu 8, 34). Cerul este al nostru
deci, dar cu conditia sa mergem pe urmele lui lisus,
avandu-L icoand sfantd pe calea vietii noastre.

Promisiunea Sfantului Duh. ,,Vd este de folos ca
sd Md duc Eu. Cdci dacd nu Md voi duce, Mdngdie-
torul nu va veni la voi, iar daca Mda voi duce, Il voi
trimite la voi” (loan 16,7), spune lisus. O noud era
incepe cu Pogorarea Sfantului Duh.

 Indltatu-Te-ai intru mdrire, Hristoase Dumnezeul
nostru, bucurie fdacdnd ucencilor Tdi cu fdagdduinta
Sfantului Duh, incredintdndu-se ei prin binecuvdntare,
SOLIA MAY/JUNE 2014

cd Tu esti Fiul lui Dumnezeu, Mdantuitorul lumii.”
(Troparul Inaltarii).

Noi trdim 1n Era Sfantului Duh, prin Care se
implinesc toate: intelegerea noastrd, credinta noastra,
mantuirea noastrd. lisus a spus: ,,El vd va cdlduzi la
tot adevdrul” (loan 16:13). Prin puterea, lucrarea
si pogorarea Sfantului Duh, toate cele privitoare la
mantuirea noastrd sunt si vor fi implinite.

Promisiunea celei de-a doua veniri. ,,5i dacd Md
voi duce i vd voi gdti loc, iardsi voi veni §i vd voi lua
la Mine” ne promite Domnul lisus (Ioan 14, 3). Cand
apostolii priveau stiruitor spre cer urmirind Iniltarea
Domnului, doi ingeri au apdrut spunand: ,, Bdrbati
galileeni, de ce stati privind la cer? Acest lisus care
S-a tnaltat de la voi la cer, astfel va §i veni, precum
L-ati vazut mergand la cer” (Faptele Apostolilor 1, 11).

De mai multe ori, Mantuitorul a vorbit despre cea
de-a doua venire a Sa. Pentru intampinarea ei trebuie
sd fim pregatiti (Matei 24, 44), cdci nimeni nu stie
ziua si ceasul. Ziua Domnului ,,va veni ca un fur”
(IT Petru 3, 10).

Promisiunea pregatirii unui loc pentru noi. Aceasta
este promisiunea care ma bucurd mult. Domnul lisus
a spus: ,,In casa Tatdlui meu sunt multe locasuri...Md
duc ca sd pregdtesc un loc pentru voi” (loan 14, 2).
Domnul Iisus nu S-a dus la cer sd se odihneasca, ci ,,sd

Cont. la pag 19
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INVATATURA SFINTILOR PARINTI DESPRE
LUCRAREA SFANTULUI DUH iN BISERICA

de Pr. Prof. Gheorghe-Radu Salagian

In marea Sa iubire de oameni, Dumnezeu nu i-a
pardsit pe acestia nici dupa ce i-au nesocotit porunca,
ci a ales cea mai bund modalitate de a-i scoate din
robia picatului. In acest scop, la plinirea vremii (Pr.
prof. dr. Dumintru Stdniloae - CHIPUL NEMURITOR
AL LUI DUMNEZEU, p. 284-293), Dumnezeu a
trimis in lume pe Insusi Fiul Si ca si refaci legitura
dintre El si oameni, care a fost ruptd prin neasculta-
rea poruncii dumnezeiesti. latd, ce ne spune Sfantul
Apostol Pavel 1n aceastd privintd: ,Jar cand a venit
plinirea vremii (termenul hotdrat de Dumnezeu pentru
carealitatea divind a planului S&u mantuitor sd devina
realitate concretd), Dumnezeu L-a trimis pe Fiul Sau,
nascut din femeie, nascut sub lege, ca pe cei de sub
lege sd-i rdscumpere, ca sd dobandim infierea” (GA-
LATENI 4 4-5).

Prin intrupare, viata de ascultare, Rastignirea, Inv-
ierea si Iniltarea Fiului lui Dumnezeu ca Om a fost
pusd temelia mantuirii noastre (Idem — TEOLOGIA
DOGMATICA ORTODOXA - vol. 2, p. 195). Tisus
Hristos, Fiul lui Dumnezeu este Acela Care ne-a adus
MANTUIREA OBIECTIVA, adici IMPACAREA cu
Tatdl Cel ceresc. Mantuirea noastra propriu-zisa, adica
MANTUIREA SUBIECTIVA, se infiptuieste insi abia
prin sdldsluirea Tn noi a lui Hristos cu Trupul purtat de
El, Inviat si iniltat si deplin pnevmatizat sau umplut
de Duhul Sfant si devenit astfel desavarsit transparent
(Ibidem). De aceea, acelasi Sfant Apostol adauga: ,,Si
pentru cd sunteti fii, Dumnezeu L-a trimis in inimile
noastre pe Duhul Fiului Sdu care strigd: Avva, Périnte!
(Aramaicul abba Tnseamnd pdrinte. Cuvantul a intrat in
limba romana prin grafia, adicd scrierea greacd avva,
folosit si astdzi in limbajul monahal. Expresia a intrat
in cultul liturgic al primilor crestini; ea le amintea
ci Insusi Tisus a folosit-o in rugiciunea din gridina
Ghetsimani (MARCU 14,36). (GALATENI 4,6).

Prin urmare, la actul mantuirii noastre, alaturi de
Dumnezeu Tatdl si Dumnezeu Fiul, participa si cea de-a
treia Persoand a Sfintei Treimi si anume, SFANTUL
DUH. Acesta este pomenit de Sfanta Scripturd chiar pe
prima pagind, cind ni se vorbeste despre creearea lumii,
astfel: ,,Dar pdmantul era nedeslusit si ne-mplinit; si
intuneric era deasupra genunii; si Duhul lui Dumnezeu
(In limba greaci, acelasi cuvant pneuma, inseamni si
,.vant” si ,,duh”. Asadar, este vorba aici de migcarea
aerului care va face posibild ivirea pamantului, dar si
de Duhul datidtor de viatad al lui Dumnezeu.) Se purta
pe deasupra apelor (FACERE 1,2).

Biserica ne invatd cd Sfantul Duh este DUMNE-
ZEU ADEVARAT, ca si Tatil si Fiul. El PURCEDE
din Insisi fiinta Tatilui, are aceleasi insusiri si lucriri
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dumnezeiesti ca si Tatdl si Fiul i I Se aduce aceeasi
INCHINARE ca Tatilui si Fiului. Sfintii Parinti au
definit in SIMBOLUL CREDINTEI pe Sfantul Duh ca:
,,Domnul de viatd Ficétorul, Care din Tatal purcede, Cel
ce Tmpreunad cu Tatdl si cu Fiul este inchinat si slavit,
Care a grdit prin prooroci (Prof. Nicolae Chitescu —
SFANTUL DUH SFINTITORUL: LUCRAREA LUI
IN BISERICA SI IN LUME - in vol. - INDRUMARI
MISIONARE - coord. Pr. prof. dr. Dumitru Radu,
1986, p. 361-367). Prin urmare, Duhul Sfant este
Domnul de viata facator cdci, impreund cu Tatdl si
cu Fiul creeaza si stdpaneste toate si indeosebi pentru
cd da oamenilor viatd duhovniceascd, impartagindu-le
harul dumnezeiesc castigat de Mantuitorul, prin care
i curdteste si 1i sfinteste, pregitindu-i pentru viata
vesnicd.

Sintetizand Intreaga invatdturd a Bisericii privito-
are la Sfantul Duh, SFANTUL IOAN DAMASCHIN
spune urmdtoarele: ,,De asemenea, credem si in Unul
Sfant Duh, Domnul si Facétorul de viata, Care purcede
din Tatdl si Se odihneste in Fiul, Tmpreund inchinat
si slavit cu Tatal si cu Fiul, ca fiind de aceeasi Fiinta
si coetern. Credem in Duhul Cel din Dumnezeu,
Cel Drept, Cel Conducitor, Izvorul intelepciunii, al
vietii si al sfinteniei. El este si Se numegte Dumnezeu
ifmpreund cu Tatdl si cu Fiul, nezidit, Atotstdpanitor,
Atoatelucrdtor, Atotputernic, nemdrginit in putere... in
toate asemenea Tatdlui si dat prin Fiul, este primit de
toati zidirea. Zideste prin El Insusi, di fiint universu-
lui, sfinteste si tine. Enipostatic, exista Tn propria Lui
Ipostaza, nedespartit si neseparat de Tatdl si de Fiul,
avand toate cate are Tatdl si Fiul, afard de nenastere
si nagtere” (Sfantul Ioan Damaschin — DOGMATICA
— trad. de Dumitru Fecioru, p. 28). Si mai departe,
tot SFANTUL IOAN DAMASCHIN spune: ,,.Duhul
Cel Sfant este Dumnezeu; El std la mijloc, intre Cel
Nenascut si Cel Nascut si este unit de Tatdl prin Fiul.
Se numeste Duh al lui Dumnezeu, Duh al lui Hristos,
Minte a lui Hristos, Duh al Domnului, fnsu§i Domn,
Duh al adoptiei, al adevarului, al libertdtii, al intele-
pciunii — cdci este Facatorul tuturor. Prin Fiinta Lui
umple toate, tine toate, umple lumea cu Fiinta Lui si
este de necuprins de lume din pricina puterii Lui...
Dumnezeu este si Duhul Cel Sfant, putere sfintitoare,
enipostaticd, purcede in chip nedespartit din Tatal si
Se odihneste 1n Fiul, deofiintd cu Tatdl si cu Fiul”
(Ibidem, p. 49-50). y

Daca MANTUIREA OBIECTIVA ne-a fost adusd de
catre Iisus Hristos, Care este Dumnezeu Mantuitorul,
insugirea acesteia se face prin Sfantul Duh — Dumne-
zeu Sfintitorul — Care ne conduce pe calea adevarului,
SOLIA MAY/JUNE 2014



ajutdndu-ne sa ni-L incorpordm pe Hristos. In acest
sens, tot SFANTUL IOAN DAMASCHIN ne spune
foarte limpede cd ,,unirea lui Dumnezeu cu oamenii
se realizeazd prin Sfantul Duh”. Prin Sfantul Duh,
Hristos devine transparent in oameni, asa incat mant-
uirea credinciosilor nu este altceva decat extinderea lui
Hristos in ei, incorporarea lor in Hristos, asimilarea lor
treptatd cu umanitatea inviatd si inaltatd la ceruri a lui
Hristos. lar aceastd incorporare se savarseste tocmai
prin lucrarea Sfantului Duh in Bisericd, ea insdsi fiind
extinderea lui Hristos Tn umanitate prin Sfantul Duh.

Biserica insdsi a fost intemeiatd de catre lisus Hri-
stos: ,,51 Eu iti spun tie cd tu esti Petru si pe aceasta
piatrd voi zidi Biserica Mea (Relatia semanticd Pe-
tru-piatrd din acest verset este urmitoarea: In limba
greacd, primul termen este substantiv de gen masculin:
o petros si Inseamna ,,piatrd” in sens generic, materie
pietroasd, simbol al duritdtii — tare ca piatra — sau al
cu dimensiuni intre pietricica si pietroi; al doilea ter-
men e substantiv de gen feminin: e petra i inseamna

~9

eminamente ,,stanca”, aceasta fiind simbol al imobi-
litatii — ,,neclintit ca o stdncd” — sau al inflexibilitatii
—,,vointd de stdncad”. Asadar, traducerea riguros exacta
a textului grec este: ,,tu esti Petru si pe aceasta stanca
voi zidi Biserica Mea”, dar, in acest caz, ea nu mai
poate reproduce jocul de cuvinte 1n virtutea cdreia lisus
i-a schimbat numele Iui Simon in Petru. Consecinta
exegeticd este aceea cd expresia ,,pe aceastd piatrd —
epitavte te petra” nu se referd la persoana lui Petru,
ci la marturisirea acestuia din versetul 16, ca temeilie
a Bisericii lui Hristos. De altfel, adresandu-i-Se lui
Petru, lisus fusese cat se poate de limpede: ,,pe aceasta
piatrd — stincd — voi zidi Biserica Mea”, nu: Biserica
ta.) si portile iadului nu o vor birui” (MATEI 16,18),
prin Jertfa de pe Cruce: ,,Drept aceea, luati aminte la
voi ingiva si la toatd turma Tn care Duhul Sfant v-a pus
pe voi episcopi (Acesta este text clar despre existenta
episcopatului ca treaptd haricd, prin venirea si lucrarea
Sfantului Duh. Literal, grecescul episkopos inseamna
supraveghetor. Imaginea de totdeauna a episcopului a
fost aceea a unui pastor care vegheaza asupra turmei
sale.), ca sd pastoriti Biserica lui Dumnezeu, pe care
El a castigat-o cu insusi sangele Sau (Aici, evident
este vorba de sangele lui Hristos, dar textul vrea sa
pund in lumind deofiintimea dintre Dumnezeu-Tatal si
Dumnezeu-Fiul)” (FAPTELE APOSTOLILOR 20,28).
Dar ca realitate istorica sau ca institutie divino-umana,
de mantuire a credinciosilor, Biserica este opera Sfant-
ului Duh. Ea a devenit realitate istoricd, vdzutd, prin
Pogorarea Sfantului Duh la Cincizecime, fapt pentru
care se si spune cd Biserica Tncepe la Rusalii, prin
Pogorarea Sfantului Duh.

Dupa pogorare, Duhul Sfant raimane nedespartit de
Bisericd. El ramane 1n Biserica, o umple si o constru-
ieste, fiind izvorul ei permanent de viatd duhovniceasca.
,»Spun cd Duhul Sfant raméane in Bisericd, nu trebuie
sd Intelegem ca Biserica ar putea fi Bisericd fard Duhul
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Sfant. Duhul este constitutiv pentru Biserica. Prezenta
Duhului Sfant in ea deosebeste Biserica de orice alta
comunitate omeneasca. Biserica este acea comunitate
omeneasca n care trdieste Hristos, prin Duhul Sfant”
(Pr. prof. Vasile Mihoc — BISERICA, ORGANUL DE
MANTUIRE SI DE SFINTIRE A CREDINCIOSIL-
OR — in INDRUMATOR PASTORAL, MISIONAR
SI PATRIOTIC, vol X, p.24).

BIBLIOGRAFIE:
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pregdteascd loc” (Ioan 14, 3) pentru noi. Si daca El
lucreaza pentru noi, cu atat mai mult trebuie sd lucrdm
si noi sd-L ajutdm pe Domnul sd ne mantuiascd. Sa
nu ramana locul nostru, pregitit de Domnul lisus, gol
din cauza lenei sau a lipsei noastre de grija.

Promisiunile facute Tn timpul misiunii Sale pe pdmant
au fost Intelese de ucenicii Domnului numai ,,ca in
oglindd, n ghiciturd” (I Cor. 13, 12). Promisiunile
ficute la Iniltarea Sa, insi, au fost in mod clar primite
in inimile lor. Patruzeci de zile Domnul cel Inviat a
stat Tn mijlocul lor si i-a Invitat pe ei. ,,Atunci le-a
deschis mintea ca sd inteleagd” (Luca 24,45). Atunci
cand ei au inteles, mare bucurie a fost cu ei si va fi
cu noi cu toti, pand la sfarsitul lumii.

, Plinind rdnduiala cea pentru noi §i cele de
pe pamdnt unindu-le cu cele ceresti, Te-ai indltat
intru slavd, Hristoase Dumnezeul nostru, nicidecum
despdrtindu-Te, ci ramdndnd nedepdrtat; si strigand
celor ce Te iubesc pe Tine: Eu sunt cu voi §i nimeni
impotriva voastrd” (Condacul Inaltarii).

De aceea, ziua sfanti a Indltirii Domnului nostru
lisus Hristos este sdrbdtoarea bucuriei celei mari. Praz-
nicul Iniltirii sd ne reaminteasci ci inima, vointa si
mintea noastrd trebuie sd fie indltate spre cele inalte,
spre cele ceresti, de unde ,,vine tot darul cel bun si
toatd darea cea desdvarsitd.”

Raiul este un loc pregdtit pentru oamenii pregatiti.
S& ne pregdtim deci. Sa ne rugdm Domnului ca acest
praznic sfant sd ne Intireascad pasii Tn a-L urma. Astfel
sd fim pregatiti ca locul pe care El il pregateste pen-
tru noi Tn Impdrdtia Sa sd nu rdméand gol, din pricina
nepregdtirii noastre, la cea de-a doua venire a Sa.

~Pr. Cornel Todeasa
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PATRIARHUL ECUMENIC ST PAPA FRANCISC
iN BISERICA SFANTULUI MORMANT
DIN IERUSALIM

Duminica, 25 mai 2014, Sanctitatea Sa Patriarhul
Bartolomeu I al Constatinopolului si Papa Francisc s-au
rugat Tmpreund in biserica din lerusalim ce simboli-
zeaza diviziunea lor, numind Intalnirea lor istorica un
pas nainte spre vindecarea schismei vechi de secole
dintre Ortodoxie si Catolicism.

Cei doi s-au imbratigat in curtea de piatrd a bisericii
Sfantului Mormant (sec. XII) iar Tnduntru au rostit
rugdciunea Tatdl nostru, un moment de solemnitate
fara precedent la locul unde ortodocsii si catolicii cred
cd lisus a fost rdstignit, ingropat si a inviat.

Intalnirea, insotitd de cantdri grecestl si latine, a fost
plind de simbolism: doi oameni, amandoi cu o varsti
de peste 70 de ani, s-au ajutat reciproc la coborarea
treptelor ce ducea in bisericd, tinindu-se unul de bratul
celuilalt. Iar dupa ce Patriarhul Bartolomeu a rostit
cateva cuvinte, Papa Francisc s-a aplecat si i-a sdrutat
mana in semn de respect dupd ce acum aproape 500 de
ani un patriarh a fost silit sa sdrute picioarele papei.

Papa Francisc a declarat ca principalul motiv al ve-
nirii sale este pentru a marca cea de-a 50-a aniversare
a Intalnirii ce a avut loc in Ierusalim Tntre Papa Paul al
Vl-lea si Patriarhul Ecumenic Atenagora. imbrégi§area
din 1964 a sférsit o excomunicare veche de 900 de
ani si o instrdinare pornitd de cdtre Marea Schisma
din 1054 ce a divizat crestinismul.

De la acea Intalnire, cele doua Biserici s-au apropiat
intr-un spirit de prietenie si chiar in dialog teologic,
insd diferente fundamentale inca se mai pdstreaza,
inclusiv cea a primatului papal.

Insd griitor a fost momentul cand Papa Francisc
s-a referit la Sfantul Apostol Petru nu ca Papd ci ca
episcop al Romei, folosind celalalt titlu atribuit pa-
pilor, atunci cand s-a prezentat lumii in seara in care
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a fost ales ca Papd printr-un gest vadit fatd de fratii
sdi ortodocsi.

Patriarhul Bartolomeu, la randul sau, a dorit sa arate
prin intdlnirea lor la mormantul lui Hristos cd teama,
fanatismul religios si ura fatd de oamenii de credinte
si rase diferite pot fi depasite prin dragoste. Mesajul
mormdntul ddtdtor de viatd este limpede: iubeste-I
pe celdlalt, pe acela care este diferit, adicd pe cei de
alte credinte si confesiuni.

Niciun alt loc n-ar fi fost mai potrivit pentru int-
alnirea lor: poate niciun alt loc de pe acest pimant nu
simbolizeazd diviziunea crestinimsului mai bine decat
Sfantul Mormént, unde sase denominatii isi practica
credinta lor, insa care adesea ajung la neintelgeri ur-
mand avantul propriu si timpul de sdvarsire a slujbelor.

Data fiind tensiunea de secole care apasd asupra
vizitelor, aranjarea scaunelor si ordinea procesiunii
a fost un exemplu de protocol diplomatic si eclezial.
Patriahul Bartolomeu, Papa Francisc si liderii celor
trei mari comunitdti care impart aceeasi biserica (Gre-
acd — Ortodoxd, Armeand si Romano - Catolicd) au
stat cu totii pe scaune rosii de catifea avand aceeasi
madrime Indreptate spre Sfantul Mormant.

Patrirahul Bartolomeu a fost primul care a intrat in
Mormant iar Papa Francisc a fost primul care a urcat
pe treptele care duc spre locul unde Traditia spune
cd Hristos a fost rastignit. Sfanta Evanghelie a fost
rostitd atat in latind cat si in greacd pentru a face apel
la traditia lingvistica atat a Bisericii Catolice cit si a
celei grecesti iar rugdciunea Tatdl nostru a fost rostitd
de cdtre cei doi 1n limba italiana.

Cei doi s-au Tmbrdtisat de mai multe ori, fapt ce a
starnit ropote de aplauze din partea multimii ecumenice
aflate in incinta bisericii. Dupd ce au ajuns in piata
bisericii prin intrdri separate, acum au parasit-o 1n
aceeasi magind pentru a lua cina impreund.
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CUVANT DE SUFLET

“SFINTILOR MARTIRI BRANCOVENI RUGATI-VA
LUI DUMNEZEU PENTRU NOI!”
“Cel ce pentru dreapta credintd si pentru neam te-ai invrednicit a suferi moarte de martir, impreuna

cu fiii tdi: Constantin, Stefan, Radu, Matei si cu sfetnicul lanache, dreptcredinciosule voievod Con-
stantine, roagd pe Hristos Dumnezeu sd mdntuiasca sufletele noastre”

Tubiti frati preoti, frati $i surori in Hristos
Domnul,

Noi, ca romani risipiti pe intreg mapa-
mondul, nu trebuie sd fim indiferenti de
ceea ce a facut Sfantul Voievod Brancov-
eanu pentru neamul sdu roménesc $i mai
ales pentru credinta noastrd mantuitoare
mostenitad cu jertfd de la Tnaintagsii nostrii.
Anul acesta, la 15 august, se Tmplinesc
300 de ani de cand Voievodul Constantin
cu cei patru fii gi ginerele sdu, Sfetnicul
Ianache, au fost martirizati la Constanti-
nopol, pentru credintd $i neam. Desi au
trecut 300 de ani, dar personalitatea lui
Brancoveanu este prezentd vie printre noi, prin tot ce
a ldsat ca mostenire generatiilor ce au urmat.

fntodeauna am avut la mare evlavie pe Sfantul
Voievod Constantin i pe fiii lui, deoarece m-am nascut
duhovniceste la 0 mandstire ctitoritd si sfintita cu pagii
acestui mare martir al neamului, la Manastirea Bran-
coveanu de la Sdmbata de Sus din Tara Fagdrasului si
ea martirizata, ca si ctitorul ei, de dugmanii credintei
ortodoxe. Timp de 20 de ani trditi in Méanastirea Brin-
coveanu de la Simbdta de Sus, am invatat, i pot spune
cd am trdit atmosfera aceea de a intelege ce inseamna
dragostea de neam, de culturd, de frumusetea stilului
Bricovenesc si a pretui cu deosebitd evlavie tot ce a
insemnat $i inseamnd Sfantul Constantin Brincoveanu
pentru Neamul Romanesc.

Nu se mai nasc oameni ca Voievodul Sfant! Ma
gandesc mereu in vremuri tulburi, la credinta puternica
pe care a avut-o Voievodul Brancoveanu in Dumnezeu,
la durerea tradarii lui de catre cei din neamul sau, la
cuvintele acelea testamentare pe care le-a consemnat
ultimul lui secretar de origine italiand, in Sdptamana
Mare cand a fost ridicat de cétre turci de la palatul de
la Mogosoaia: “...dacd toate acestea mi se intdmpld
pentru pdcatele mele cele mari si grele, sd se facd
voia lui Dumnezeu; dar dacd din rdutatea oameni-
lor si a celor care imi vor rdul, sd nu le socoteascd
Dumnezeu pdcatul acesta, dar intr-o zi sd vind peste
ei judecata cea dreaptd a lui Dumnezeu”. $i nu a
intarziat judecata lui Dumnezeu, deoarece la scurt
timp, cei care l-au tradat au murit de aceeasi moarte.

In perloada domniei lui Constantin Brancoveanu
cultura roméneascd a cunoscut o perioada de inflorire,
domnitorul fiind un fervent sprijinitor al culturii. in
cei 26 de ani de domnie, Brancoveanu s-a dovedit un
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(Troparul Sfintilor Martiri Brancoveni)

gospodar desdvarsit si bun administrator
al avutiilor tdrii, instaurdnd o epoca de
prosperitate si de pace.

In ceea ce priveste politica externd,
Constantin Brancoveanu a incercat sa
mentind o politicd echilibrata intre Impe-
riul Otoman caruia era vasal, si Imperiu
Roman (Habsburgic), a cdrui expansiune
ajunsese pana la hotarele Tarii Roménesti
(dupa cucerirea Transilvaniei, recunoscuta
de poarta Otomand prin tratatul de pace
de la Karlowitz din 1699). Insd, in 1709,
0 conjuncturd europeand nefavorabild si
unele greseli politice ale lui Constantin
Brincoveanu au dus la sfarsitul sdu tragic si la deza-
strul familiei sale. Planurile i-au fost dejucate chiar
de cétre varul sau, Spatarul Toma Cantacuzino care,
impreund cu mai multi boieri, a trecut in tabdra tarul-
ui. Desi pe moment Brincoveanu si-a pastrat tronul,
turcii nu i-au iertat incercarea de tradare din 1711.
Réazbunarea lor a venit abia dupa trei ani, in 1714 cand
Brancoveanu nici nu mai banuia cd ar mai putea avea
dusmani puternici. Insi toate rudele lui, Cantacuzinii,
care 1i sprijiniserd pand atunci domnia, s-au intors de
aceastd datda impotriva lui.

CTITOR DE SFINTE LOCASURI

Constantin Brancoveanu a fost unul dintre cei mai
mari ctitori de biserici §i minastiri din tdrile roméne.
Incd inainte de a ajunge domnitor, el a ridicat doui
bisericii, una la Potlogi si alta la Mogosoaia, langa
Bucuresti. Dupd ce s-a urcat pe tronul Térii Romén-
esti, BrAncoveanu a mai ctitorit tot in Bucuresti incd
trei bisericii §i a mai zidit o biserica In satul Doicesti
(Dambovita). A ridicat Médndstirea din Ramnicu Sérat,
iar In vara anului 1690 a pus piatra de temelie a celei
mai de seama din ctitoriile sale, Manastirea Horezu
cu hramul Sfintii impéra‘;i Constantin si Elena. Printre
alte manastiri $i biserici, amintim: Mandstirea de la
Sdmbdta de Sus, Mandstirea Surpatele, Manastirea
Polovragi, Minastirea Turnu din Targusorul Vechi
(Prahova), etc.

MARTIRIZAREA
El a fost acuzat de relatii ascunse cu dusmanii Portii
Otomane (marile puteri crestine din acea vreme: Rusia,
Polonia, Austria si Venetia) de cumpdrarea de mosii
si construirea unor palate in strdinatate (Transilvania),
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de depunere de bani in bancile din Viena si Venetia
precum si de baterea de monede purtand chipul sdu.

Pentru a i se cruta viata, i s-au cerut 20.000 de pungi
cu aur (aproximativ 11 milioane de galbeni), o suma
imposibild chiar si pentru ‘’beiul de aur”, asa cum era
poreclit Brancoveanu la Istambul. Pe 15 august 1714,
cand crestinii pomeneau Adormirea Maicii Domnului,
chiar in ziua in care Voievodul Tmplinea 60 de ani, a
fost adus impreuna cu ceilalti prizonieri, la Yali Kosku
(Pavilionul Mdrii) unde erau prezenti Sultanul Ahmed al
III-lea, marele vizir Gin Ali, reprezentantii diplomatici
ai Frantei, Angliei, Rusiei, si Austriei. Atunci Li s-a
cerut sd renunte la credinta ortodoxd strdmoseascd,
pentru a fi gratiati, dar voievodul si-a ncurajat fiii sd
fie statornici in credinta ortodoxd, fiind singurul bun
ce le-a mai rdmas. Infuriat, sultanul a poruncit sa fie
tdiate mai Intai capetele celor patru copii ai voievodu-
lui, apoi cel al sfetnicului Ianache, crezand ca astfel
ii va infrAnge inima i credinta. Dar Brincoveanu,
indurerat, si-a facut semnul crucii spunind ,,Doamne,
fie voia Ta!” si a intins singur capul sdu cdldului spre
taiere. Cele sase trupuri decapitate au fost aruncate in
apele Bosforului, iar capetele purtate pe ulitele cetatii.

Iata cum descrie Gheorghe Sincai in Cronica Romén-
ilor martiriul Dreptcredinciosului Voievod:

“Odatd cu Brdncoveanu au pierit cei patru feciori
ai lui, carora el le-a grdit astfel in ora mortii:

,,» latd, toate avutiile §i orice am avut, am pierdut!
Sd nu ne pierdem sufletele.... Stati tare si barbateste
in credintd dragii mei! Sd nu bagati seama de moarte.
Priviti la Hristos Mantuitorul nostru, cite a rabdat
pentru noi si cu ce moarte de ocard a murit. Credeti
tare intru acesta si nu va miscati, nici va clintiti in
credinta voastrd pentru viata si lumea aceasta....”

Cu aceste ultime cuvinte, Sfantul Voievod moare
pentru credintd si neam. Intotdeauna am spus si voi
spune: nu se mai nasc oameni ca Voievodul Sfant,
cu atita credintd iubitoare de Hristos si de neamul
sdu. Mereu m-am gandit ce s-a putut petrece in acele
momente de groazd, in inima Doamnei Marica, sotia
Voievodului care impreund cu cele sase fiice au fost
tinute cu forta sd participe la martiriul sotului si a
copiilor ei, ce a simtit in inima ei de mama si sotie?
E greu de exprimat 1n cuvinte, deoarece cuvintele sunt
prea neputiincioase sd mulfumeasca si sd recunoasca
tot ce a Insemnat si inseamna Sfantul Constantin
Brancoveanu pentru noi romanii. Chiar dacd suntem
risipiti in intreaga lume, roménul nu trebuie sa uite de
neamul sdu, si sd ducd peste veacuri credinta, curajul
si mai ales iubirea de neam. E dureros cd multi dintre
romanii nostri care trdiesc aici in America, nu mai vor
sa se identifice cu neamul lor, si pentru multi dintre
cei integrati aici nu mai insemnd nimic nici Bréinc-
oveanu, nici Stefan cel Mare, nici costumul popular
si prin urmare nici Biserica. E dureros, deoarece fara
aceste valori suntem goi si pustii sufleteste. Sa nu ne
fie rusine de toate acestea pentru ca atunci cind vom
pleca din lumea aceasta, si dincolo in vesnicie ne vom
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intalni cu martirii $i sfintii neamului, sd nu roseascd
fetele noastre.

La 20 Iunie 1992 Sfantul Sinod al Bisericii Orto-
doxe Romane a hotérat proslavirea Binecredinciosului
Voievod Constantin Brancoveanu, pentru faptele sale
sfinte si Inflorirea vietii ortodoxe spirituale si duhov-
nicesti din tara Romaneasca iar praznuirea lui se face
pe data de 16 august in fiecare an. Anul acesta, pe
15 august se implinesc 300 de ani de la martirizarea
Voievodului si a fiiilor lui (1714 — 2014).

“In cetatea Sfantului Tmpirat Constantin si tu,
impreund cu fiii tdi, voievoade Constantine astdzi
pe Hristos ai mdrturisit $i cu puterea Sfintei Crucii
pe necredinciosi rusindnd, cu vrednicie tofi cununa
muceniciei ati primit. Pentru aceasta cdntdri si laude
aducem voud, ca acelora ce sunteti ocrotitori $i rugdtori
pentru bisericd si neamul romdnesc.”

(Condacul Sfintilor Martiri Brancoveni)
+ IRINEU
Episcop Vicar ROEA

INTREBARI PE
PrAaG DE RouA

Roua-ntreaba: Unde stai?
- Sus la schit in varf de pai.

- Cum se urcd mugurul?
- Prin rubin ca strugurul.

- Rigd esti, sau beduin?
- Scrie pe toiag de crin.

- Ce ne spui de Trei si Unul?
- Ce-a semnat sub cer lastunul.

- Langa pitd, ce-ai la Cina?
- O ulcicd de lumina.

- Va fi trecerea Ta calma?
- Cu scripturi de mac 1n palma!

- Vineri, unde dormi descult?
- Dupd scara din graunt,

coltu-i verde-n varf de cui,
dar tu Maicii sd nu-i spui,

sd n-audd ochiul ei
de-mpletirea noptii-n trei.

DUMITRU ICHIM
Kitchener, Ontario
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Invitdm de la Sfintii Parinti...
s Bd Bd

LLASATI POVARA CEA MAI MARE A LUPTEI
PE SEAMA RUGACIUNII

Cand omul se roagi, trebuie sd se simtd ca un copil
mic, iar pe Dumnezeu trebuie sa-L perceapd ca pe un
Tatd iubitor. Si sd stie cd orice I-ar cere, Acela 1i va
ddrui, dacd este spre folosul lui.

Ceea ce mdsoard Dumnezeu este lucrarea pe care
a fdcut-o fiecare dintre noi asupra lui insusi, lupta
personald pe care a depus-o ca sd tind poruncile lui
Dumnezeu, ca sa se faca bineplicut Acestuia. Astizi
oamenii vor sd lucreze putin si sd castige multi bani.
Acest duh a trecut si la oamenii duhovnicesti, caci
vor sa se sfinteascd fara osteneald. Ei doresc sd nu
piardd nici Raiul, dar sd se si desfete in aceasta viata.

Pocdinta este o lucrare care nu se sfarseste niciodata.
Sd nu socotiti pierdere de timp lucrarea duhovniceasca
pe care o savarsiti asupra voastrd ingivd. Cand omul

se roagd, trebuie sd se simtd ca un copil mic, iar pe
Dumnezeu trebuie si-L perceapa ca pe un Tatd iubitor.
Si sd stie cd orice I-ar cere, Acela 1i va darui, daca
este spre folosul lui.

Rugdciunea care nu se face cu inima este doar pentru
gandul nostru si nu va ajunge departe. Lasati povara
cea mai mare a luptei pe seama rugdciunii, pentru ca
aceasta ne tine in legdturd cu Dumnezeu. Ca si fie
auzitd de Dumnezeu, rugdciunea trebuie sa fie facuta
cu smerenie, cu sentimentul adanc al pacdtoseniei
noastre, si din inimd. Dumnezeu ascultd intotdeauna
rugdciunea omului smerit.

(Cuviosul Paisie Aghioritul, Mica Filocalie, Editura
Egumenita, 2009, pp. 40-41)

HRAMUL MANASTIRII INALTAREA DOMNULUI
CLINTON, MICHIGAN

Cu ajutorul lui Dumnezeu i prin purtarea de grijd a
Maicii Domnului, ocrotitoarea acestui sfant agezamant,
sianul acesta in perioada 29-31 Mai 2014, ne-am bucurat
de frumusetea mirificd a locului in care este agezatd
sfdnta mandstire, dar mai ales de slujbele Tndltatoare si
de trdire duhovniceasca savarsite n acest sfant locas.
Hramul a fost sarbdtorit, asa cum s-a Tmpdméntenit
aici traditia, timp de trei zile, unde au avut loc slujbe,
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rugdciuni, cuvinte indltdtoare ale arhiereilor participanti
la hram si bucuria reintalnirii noastre cu cei dragi i
cunoscuti, din diferite zone ale Americii $i Canadei.
Prin strddania si osteneala necontenitd a Preasfintitului
Parinte Episcop Irineu care poartd de grija frumoasei
mandstiri de la Clinton, obstea micd, dar inimoasa,
s-a intrecut pe sine $i in acest an. Hramul a avut

Cont. la pag 24
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Hramul Manastirii Inaltarea ...
Cont. de la pag. 23

loc cu binecuvantarea [.P.S. Arhiepiscop Nathaniel,
invitati fiind Preasfintitul Parinte Macarie, Episcopul
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméane a Europiei de Nord,
Preasfintitul Parinte Ignatie Muresanul, Episcop Vicar
al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméane a Spaniei si Portu-
galiei si gazduiti de Staretul Manastirii, Preasfintitul
Périnte Episcop Irineu.

Au fost prezenti aproximativ 1000 de credinciosi
veniti din diferite zone cum ar fi: California, Chicago,
Cleveland, Detroit, Florida, Kitchener, London, Mon-
treal, Toronto, Washington DC, Spania si Romania.
Pe langd lerarhii prezenti, ne-au onorat In acest an
Périntele Protosinghel Matei Bilauca, Staretul Ménastirii
Toti Sfintii din Sinca Noua, Pdrintii Marian $i Lucian
Ciocan din Fagdrag, Pdrintele Cristian Groza de la
Catedrala din Sfantul Gheorghe - Covasna, Parintele
Monah Teofan de la Sura Mare din Sibiu, Périntele
Protopop Cristian Suciu din Talavera - Spania, Parintele
Cristian Caragea de la Real Sudat — Spania, Parintele
Ieromonah Mark Kerr din New York, si un numar
de 35 de preoti si 4 diaconi din cele doud eparhii
romanesti, cdrora le multumim pe aceasta cale si nu
in utimul rind, bunii nostri ctitori Adrian $i Mariana
Lupu-Leica. Raspunsurile la strand au fost oferite de un
grup de studenti teologi condusi de inimosul Stefanos
Cardmadnutd venit special din New York pentru acest
eveniment.

Dupa incheierea slujbei a avut loc procesiunea cu
Sfintele Moaste ale Sfantului Nectarie $i a mai multor
sfinti care se afla n aceastd mdndstire, unde toti cei
prezentl au primit binecuvéntare $i au vdzut cu ochii lor
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lucrarea duhovniceasca ce are loc 1n acest asezamant,
si s-au binecuvantat cele doud porti monumentale aduse
din Romania si confectionate in Barsana — Maramu-
res, care 1mpodobesc cele doud intrari principale ale
manastlrn porti care iti creazd o senzatie de pace,
de linigte si de binecuvéntare, lucruri pe care nu le
poti simti decat in astfel de locuri alese de Dumnezeu
si sfintite prin dragostea si jertfelnicia unor oameni
inimosi si devotati blSCI‘lCll asa cum este obstea de
calugarn ‘de 1a Ministirea Inaltarea Domnului, care duc
mai departe traditia, credinta, ospltalltatea si dragostea
fatd de semeni si fatd de toti care ajutd, ostenesc si se
inchind in aceastd Sfanta Mandstire.

Multumind tuturor celor care au slujit, ostenit si
ajutat prin munca lor si au sponsorizat ofrandele oferite
tuturor celor prezenti, rugim pe Mantuitorul nostru
Iisus Hristos, pe buna noastrd Maicad Fecioara Maria i
pe toti Sfintii, sd le primeasca jertfa si sa le Tnscrie 1n
Cartea Vesgniciei dragostea lor fatd de manastire si fatd
de tot ce este pldcut lui Dumnezeu si spre Slava Lui.

Suntem datori cu totii, ca tot ce facem in viata
noastrd s fie spre lauda si preaslavirea lui Dumnezeu.

Vi asteptdm cu drag la Sfanta Mandstire!

Arhidiacon Sebastian Dumitragcu
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