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PASTORAL LETTER 2019
+
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND GOD AND

SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
Christ is born! Let us glorify Him!

“Then (Jesus) told them, ‘This is what I meant when I said, while I was still with
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and
in the Psalms, has to be fulfilled.”

(Luke 24:44 45)

Beloved Spiritual Children in Christ,
Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics and Devout Faithful of our God-protected Episcopate:

“May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace,”
and from us, hierarchal blessings!

You may well ask: “What, in fact, did Jesus Christ mean in His statement about what the
God-inspired prophets had written about Him centuries before His incarnation among us, and what
is it that they did write about Him? Why was what they wrote, is and always will be, important?
These authors and their writings can be found in the Old and New Testaments, the Bible. Many
of these words you have heard in the Services the weeks and days before the Nativity of our Lord

What, indeed, was written by Prophets Micah, Baruch, Isaiah, Daniel, and other prophets?
And what about the authors of the books of Genesis and Numbers, the Psalter and other Bible
verses? It is of these and other prophecies written centuries before His birth, that our Lord Jesus
Christ Himself is reminding His disciples before His Ascension from us. Christ’s incarnation into
our world was foretold centuries before His birth in Bethlehem. Factually, the entire Bible, Old
and New Testaments, is about Jesus Christ, Savior, and our Lord, coming into human history.

It is on the basis of the divine promise of this Savior, as foretold in the Scripture, that the
Jewish people struggled to maintain the integrity of their witness in belief in one unseen Deity
who, through His love for their witness, delivered them out of slavery and led into their own
land. This Savior, this Messiah, who is foretold, is He who will give new life, not in a temporary,
earthly land, but an unending life to all those who believe that He is, indeed, the fulfillment of
Holy Scripture about Him.

After our Lord’s Ascension from among us, reference to these same authors is also made by
Saint Peter while addressing the “devout men living in Jerusalem,” when he stated: “this is
what the Prophets spoke of [...] ‘all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved’.” (Acts
2:21). When brought before the Hebrew religious court called the Sanhedrin, Saint Stephen, the
first martyr, witnessed to our Lord Jesus Christ, the “Just One,” in reference after reference to
the same Prophets and Scriptures, in particular to Abraham, Moses and David, referring to the
Crucified and Risen Jesus, the Messiah, the “Just one” (Acts 7).

Saint Paul, in particular, in the Letter to the Romans, gives constant reference to the Scriptural
basis for the birth of the unique Messiah-Savior as the only Son of God the Father. “At various
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times [...] God spoke to our ancestors through the Prophets; but in our own time, the last days,
He has spoken to us through His Son, the Son that He has appointed to inherit everything and
through whom He made everything that is” (Heb. 1:1,2). How is it that “at various times” God
spoke through the Scripture and Prophets but now speaks directly with us? God now speaks
directly to mankind through His Son who has taken on our human nature, our flesh. Not only
is Jesus the heir to all of what was and what is, but He is, with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
Creator of all that was, is and will be.

What, in fact, does our Lord mean in His above-given statement before His Ascension?
Previous to His passion and suffering, the burial and resurrection, Jesus asked his disciples: “
‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they [the apostles] said, ‘Some say he is John the
Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” ‘But you,” He said, ‘who do
you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,” he said, ‘the Son of the Living
God’.” (Mt. 16:14,15) Christ then responds that, yes, He is Himself, the Son of the Living God,
which means that He is, in fact, the fulfillment of the prophecies, of the foretelling by Moses,
the Prophets and David, and others. He is the one about whom “...everything written about me
in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms has to be fulfilled,” as He had reminded
them, according to Saint Luke the Evangelist (24:44 ,45).

Saint John the Beloved, in his First Letter, appeals to us stating: “the Word, who is life - this
is our subject [...] that Life was made visible; we saw it and we are giving our testimony, telling
you of the eternal life which was with the Father and has been made visible to us.” (1 Jn. 1:1,2)
Saint John is reminding us that the prophecies are fulfilled, that everything that was written about
the Messiah has been fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, “incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and became Man.” Christ is life-giving Word, He is Life, He is co-eternal with the Father.

The familiar hymn we sing in every Divine Liturgy at the Second Antiphon is a resume of these
scriptural references. “Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who are immortal and deigned for
our salvation to be incarnate of the Holy Birthgiver of God and ever-virgin Mary. Who without
change became man; and being crucified, O Christ God, You trampled death by death. You who
are one of the Holy Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, save us!”

Save us from whom? From what? Christ saves us from our sins and from Death, from non-ex-
istence. Jesus saves us from non-existence, bestowing on us eternal life. Christ was born among
us to let us be born to Him.

Dearly Beloved, let this be our gift - a hymn, a plea to the new-born Messiah, our Savior, as
He lays in the manger in Bethlehem town: O Jesus, Just One, we call on your name, O Son
of the Living God, Heir, the Christ, Life-Word, Life-Visible, fulfillment of the promise of the
eternal Father, we call on Your name to give us a share in Your eternal life!

Christ is born! Glory Him!
The Messiah is among us! Let us go forth and receive Him!

,f.

+ NATHANIEL
Archbishop of Detroit and The Romanian Episcopate
Orthodox Church in America

-
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FINANCIAL REPORT

EPISCOPATE SUPPORTER

Elizabeth Ciocanea, Cleveland, OH.............. $100.00
Violet Kaibas, Farrell, PA........cccooeeviivvvineneenn $50.00
Joe & Jessica Wise, Cleveland, OH................ $50.00
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(Hierarch Travel Expense)
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MEMORIAM
Flora De Mintich, Mississauga, ON ............. $250.00

(IMO John De Mintich)
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(IMO Husband, George Puscas)
Joseph Ilcus & Madelena Ilcus, Jupiter, FL..$100.00

(Christmas)
Ovidiu Ocrain, New Haven, CT ................... $100.00
(IMO John De Mintich)
EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT
St Nicholas, Alliance, OH ........cc.cccvvuereennnnee. $300.00

VATRA GENERATIONS
Miriam & Claude Dupas, East St Paul, MN.$500.00
Alexander De Mintich, Mississauga, ON .....$384.90
(IMO John De Mintich)

Dan Manolit..........coovvvvvieeeeeieeiiiiieeeeiirnn. $192.30
(IMO John De Mintich)
Pavel & Floare Buzlea, Whittier, CA ........... $100.00

Dr Gabriel Carabulea, North Tustin, CA ...... $100.00

Rev Fr & Psa Thomas Frisby, Phoenix, AZ ...$97.50

Carla De Santis, Toronto, ON...........cccvvvvuunn... $96.00
(IMO John De Mintich)

Bogdan & Ana Capatina-Rata, Livonia, MI ...$50.00

Jonathan & Elesha Wey, Lima, OH ................ $50.00

Deborah Williams, Wellington, FL.................. $48.60
(IMO John De Mintich)

Lisa PlanK ......cccccoeeevevuveeeieeiieeeec e e $24.15
(IMO John De Mintich)

ANONYMOUS ..c.vvveeniieeeieeniteenieenreenreeneeeseeesaeeas $2.00

ADDRESS CHANGE

Send your change of addresses to:
SOLIA, PO BOX 185
GRASS LAKE, MI 49240 USA
or solia@roea.org
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PASTORAL CHANGES

DIOCESAN ELECTION
HOARSTE, Rev. Fr. Vicar Dan, was elected by
the 2019 Episcopate Special Electoral Congress on
August 31, 2019, as a candidate for the office of
Aucxiliary Bishop of the ROEA.

MONASTIC TONSURE

HOARSTE, Rev. Fr. Vicar Dan, received the
monastic tonsure with the name ANDREI, on Sun-
day, October 13, 2019, by His Eminence, Archbishop
NATHANIEL, at St. Mary’s Hierarchal Chapel, Grass
Lake, MI, and was taken under the mantiya by Ar-
chimandrite JOSEPH (Morris), Abbot of St. Gregory
Palamas Monastery, Hayesville, OH.

HOLY SYNOD ELECTION
[HOARSTE], Rev. Hieromonk ANDREI, was
elected by the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Ortho-
dox Church in America on November 12, 2019, at the
Chancery in Syosset, NY, to be Auxiliary Bishop of
the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America with
the title, Bishop of Cleveland.

ELEVATION
[HOARSTE], Rev. Hieromonk ANDREI, was el-
evated to the rank of Archimandrite by His Beatitude
Metropolitan TIKHON on November 13, 2019, at St.
Vladimir’s Seminary Chapel, Crestwood, NY.

ORDINATIONS

BUJOR, Marius Victor, was ordained into the
Holy Diaconate by His Eminence, Archbishop NA-
THANIEL on November 1, 2019, at Annunciation
Cathedral, Montreal, QC, and assigned to St. Nicholas,
Montreal, QC.

LUPESCU, Ioan Gabriel, was ordained into the
Holy Diaconate by His Eminence, Archbishop NA-
THANIEL on November 8, 2019, at Sts. Michael &
Gabriel, Apopka, FL, and assigned to St. Stephen the
Great, Clearwater, FL.

LUPESCU, Rev. Deacon Ioan Gabriel, was or-
dained into the Holy Priesthood by His Eminence,
Archbishop NATHANIEL on November 9, 2019, at
Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Apopka, FL, and assigned to
St. Stephen the Great, Clearwater, FL.

ASSIGNMENTS / RELEASES /
ATTACHMENTS

BARSAN, V. Rev. Fr. Vasile, was released and
retired from his duties as Parish Priest of St. Andrew
the Apostle Church, McKees Rocks, PA, effective July
29, 2019, and remains attached.

IFTODE, Rev. Fr. Florin, was attached to St.
Anne Church, Pomona, CA, effective June 16, 2019,
and assigned Parish Priest, effective July 30, 2019.

STEFAN, Rev. Fr. Ion Traian, who was attached
to St. Andrew the Apostle Church, McKees Rocks, PA,
was assigned Parish Priest, effective July 30, 2019.

PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA 5



INVITATION

THE ORDINATION 1o
THE EPISCOPACY
or e VERY N:.VEKEND
ARCHMANDRITE ANDRE!

as Auxiliary Bishop of
The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 2020

7:00pm Great Vespers
Proclamation of Election and Calling of the Bishop-Elect
Formal Reception

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2020
8:00am Matins
9:00am Enfrance of the Hierarchs
Presentation of the Bishop-Elect and his Profession of Faith
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy with Ordination to the Episcopacy
1:30pm Grand Banquet

SANT GEORGE
ROMANAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
18405 W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield Michigan

Information
Chancery (517) 522-4800 | roea.org
Cathedral (248) 569-4833 | rocathedral.org

®

GRAND BANQUET AND SUPPORT

We invite you to be with us at this historic event.

BANQUET ADMISSION IS BY ADVANCE TICKET PURCHASE ONLY,

and must be reserved by January 21, 2020.

We invite you also to consider being a Financial Supporter.

BANQUET TICKETS and FINANCIAL SUPPORT
(517) 522-4800 ext. 106

THE WESTIN
DETROIT - SOUTHFIELD
1500 Town Center, Southfield Ml 48075
(248) 827-4000 | westin.com/southfield
$99 (king) | $109 (double)
Mention “ROEA" prior to January 15
to receive special rate.
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THE ELECTION AND ORDINATION OF
ARCHIMANDRITE ANDREI (HOARSTE)

November 21, 2019
Entrance of the Birthgiver of God in the Temple

Reverend Fathers and beloved faithful of our God-Pro-
tected Episcopate:

We are pleased to announce to you that on November
12, 2019, Hieromonk Andrei, Vicar of Canada, was
elected by the members of the Holy Synod of the
Orthodox Church in America, to be Auxiliary Bishop
of our God-Protected Episcopate. This was the first
action taken by the Holy Synod at its autumn session.
The letter of request by the Episcopate to the Holy
Synod was read aloud by His Beatitude Metropolitan
TIKHON, after which each bishop entered the Holy
Altar alone and cast his vote in writing, and deposited
it in a special chalice. During the electoral process,
members of the Holy Synod continuously sang the
troparion, “The grace of the Holy Spirit has assembled
us today.” Following the announcement of the positive
result of the vote, the Service of Thanksgiving was
chanted, after which each bishop signed the special
document of verification of the election.

On the next day, Wednesday, November 13, the
anniversary date of the election of His Beatitude Met-
ropolitan TIKHON as Primate of the Orthodox Church
in America, all the bishops concelebrated the Divine
and Holy Liturgy in the chapel of Saint Vladimir’s
Seminary, Yonkers, New York. At the Little Entrance,
Hieromonk Andrei was brought before His Beatitude
Metropolitan TIKHON in the center of the church
and was elevated to the rank of Archimandrite. I am
informing you in detail of this election inasmuch as it
is arare event in the life of the Church. Archimandrite
Andrei, as Auxiliary Bishop-Elect, has been given the
title: “Bishop of Cleveland, Ohio.”

With this letter, we are informing you of the events
connected with the ordination of our Vicar Bishop
Andrei to be held at St. George Romanian Ortho-
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dox Cathedral, Southfield,
Michigan. The first event
will be on Friday, January
31, 2020, consisting of
Vespers and the Calling of
the Candidate. The second
event will be on Saturday,
February 1, 2020 (the
Forefeast of the Presen-
tation of Our Lord in the
Temple), and will consist
of the Confession of the
Faith, the concelebration
of the Divine and Holy
Liturgy, and the Ordination of the Auxiliary Bishop.
Following the Liturgy and Ordination, there will be
a festive banquet at St. John’s Armenian Cultural
Center in Southfield in honor of the newly-ordained
Auxiliary Bishop Andrei.

You will have noted that the title of the Episcopal
See for the Episcopate’s Auxiliary Bishopis “Cleveland,
Ohio.” Thus, his Cathedral will be The Falling Asleep
of the Ever-Virgin Mary, “Saint Mary”. I insisted with
the Holy Synod that the title of Cleveland be given to
our Auxiliary, in honor of our first Bishop, Policarp
Morusca, who had in fact lived in Cleveland for a
period of time, and in honor of the early pioneers
who established the oldest parish of our Episcopate
located in the United States.

Bishop-Elect Andrei will celebrate his first Divine
and Holy Liturgy as a Bishop in Saint Mary Cathedral
on Sunday, February 2, 2020 — the Feast of the Presen-
tation of Our Lord, the day following his ordination.

We invite all priests and faithful of our God-protect-
ed Episcopate to include this rare event in the life of
our Orthodox Church in America on your parish and
family calendars. We heartily invite you to participate
in this special spiritual happening. The Organizing
Committee has already initiated the preparations for
the ordination activities. In the near future, more de-
tailed information will be provided to you.

Inasmuch as it is an event of the entire Episcopate,
we appeal to our parishes and individuals to support
the preparations with donations, covering the costs
for the protocol. There are many expenses related
to the good order of the activities necessary for the
ordination of a bishop.

We thank you in anticipation for your generous
support, and we invite you to pray for the protection of
our Diocese and for Bishop-elect Andrei of Cleveland.

With paternal blessings,

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop
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FATHER DAN HOARSTE:
TONSURED INTO MONASTICISM

On Sunday, October 13,

on the eve of the feast of our

Venerable Mother Parascheva,

the Vatra Roméneasca was filled

with holy emotion. At the close

of an October day, a true Indian

summer, radiating in tones of

Midwest-specific colors, abbots

and abbesses, monks and nuns,

began arriving from our sur-

rounding monasteries; family

members and close relatives of Very Reverend Father

Vicar Dan Hoarste, as well as some of the priests of
the surrounding parishes.

The rumor of Fr. Dan’s expected tonsure into
monasticism, the candidate chosen by the parish
representatives at the recent Diocesan Congress and
proposed to the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church
of America to be elected Vicar Bishop for the Roma-
nian Orthodox Episcopate of America, spread quickly,
gathering us together at the Vespers for the feast of St.
Parascheva. In America, the saint is also the protec-
tor of the Association of Romanian Orthodox Ladies
Aucxiliaries (ARFORA).

His Eminence Archbishop NATHANIEL presided at
the Great Vesper service celebrated by Very Reverend
Hieromonk Joseph Morris, the Abbot of St. Gregory
Palamas Greek Orthodox Monastery in Hayesville,
Ohio. The responses were given by Brother Teofil
Munteanu and Subdeacon John Lazar. Among the
participants were the Very Reverend Mother Gabriella
(Ursache) and the monastic sisterhood of Dormition
of the Mother of God monastery of Rives Junction,
MI, and Priests: L. Lazar, R. Rosco, R. Grama, H.
Balanean, J. Konkle. I. Maierean, G. Ursache, S.
Vlad, S. Morariu, A. Dumitru, and A. Munteanu, and
distinguished preotese.

Immediately after the Vespers, in a silence an-
nouncing the gravity of the moment, His Eminence,
Archbishop Nathaniel sat on a chair in front of the
chapel’s royal doors, and the candidate for bishop,
for the last time, removed his worldly clothing, and
thus, barefoot and clothed in the white robe of Bap-
tism, was brought, on his knees, under the mantle of
Father Abbot Joseph.

Lying on the ground, in the form of a cross, before
the Archbishop, still covered by the protective mantle
of Father Abbot Joseph, Fr. Dan responded to the
questions of the Hierarch, taking the monastic vows
of virginal chastity, complete poverty, obedience unto
death, and of stability (staying in one place), during
which the church reverberated with the liturgical re-
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sponses of the cantors, which asked for God’s mercy.
These vows evoke the holiness to which Christ calls
us, first through the parable of His life, but also of
His obedience “to death and even death on the Cross”
(Philippians 2:8). Then, three times in a row, Father
Dan handed the scissors to the Hierarch, and after
expressing his desire to be clothed in the angelic
habit, he was tonsure in the form of the holy cross,
submitting his will and all of his being to God.

After renouncing all the empty calls of this world,
choosing the path of evangelical wisdom, the candidate
accepted - as the simplicity of the monastic clothing
displays - to die to the world and live only through
and for Christ. Then a new name was given, that of St.
Andrew, the Apostle of the Romanians. Next, the new
Venerable Father received the paramon, that is, the
square cloth,on which is embroidered the crucifixion of
Christ and Roman tools of torture. This represents the
yoke and the burden of the Cross, which the Lord can
make light for believers. During the sustained emotion
and prayers in the chapel, which in the meantime filled
the faithful present, Father Andrew then received: the
black cassock, or the clothing of repentance; the belt,
signifyingrestraint; sandals, to run the race of the good
fight of the gospel proclamation; then, the mantle, in
other words the breastplate of justice; and the hat or
helmet, which protects against the arrows of the evil
one. Finally, he was given the kamilavka or the thin
veil, a symbol of the transparency of a life and mind
cleansed by grace. After receiving the clothing of re-
pentance and mourning, he received a wooden cross
and a candle, as a reminder of the words of the Savior:
“So let your light shine before men, that they may see
your good works and glorify the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 5:7). Thus, the sorrow of
the one who received tonsure becomes a call to the
angelic and “joyful” way of the monk.

At the end of the ritual, dressed in the monastic
habit, the Venerable Father Andrew, who took the cross
from his Hierarch, also offered the cross for everyone
to kiss, reminding them that he is no longer Father
Dan, but Hieromonk Andrew.

In a moving symbolic gesture, the His Eminence,
Archbishop Nathaniel gave to the mother of the Hi-
eromonk Andrew the hair of his tonsure (of the one
chosen to be ordained to the episcopacy), in remem-
brance of the gift he offered to our Church.

After a brief reception prepared for the guests in
the Bishop’s residence, Father Andrew returned to the
chapel of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary for the
all-night vigil. Thus, we, who came from far away,

Cont. on page 11
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OCA CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF
Moscow REPRESENTATION CHURCH WITH
PATRIARCHAL LITURGY, SYMPOSIUM

Patriarch Kiril and Metropolitan Tikhon concelebrating the
Divine Liturgy in St. Catherine’s Church in Moscow.

His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon of All America
and Canada of the Orthodox Church in America arrived
in Moscow on Thursday, December 5 for celebrations
surrounding the 25th anniversary of Moscow’s Church
of St. Catherine-in-the-Fields as the representation of
the OCA to the Russian Church.

Met. Tikhon was accompanied by His Eminence
Archbishop David of Sitka, Archimandrite Andrei,
Bishop-elect of Cleveland, Protopresbyter Daniel
Hubiak, first representative to the Church of Russia,
Archpriest Alexander Rentel, Chancellor of the OCA,
and Archdeacon Joseph Matusiak, Secretary to the
Metropolitan.

The delegation was greeted at Moscow’s Sheremete-
vo Airport by His Eminence Metropolitan Hilarion of
Volokolamsk of the Department for External Church
Relations and other representatives of the Russian
Church.

The next day, the delegation met with His Holiness
Patriarch Kirill at the Patriarchal and Synodal residence
at Danilov Monastery.

“There are oceans between our countries, but our
sister Churches are very close spiritually, as they belong
to the same tradition,” Pat. Kirill said at the beginning
of the conversation, recalling the Russian saints who
labored in America. For his part, Met. Tikhon noted
that the celebrations of the OCA church in Moscow
and next year’s 50th anniversary celebrations of the
OCA’s autocephaly are landmark events that testify to
the spiritual connection between the Churches.

Pat. Kirill also thanked Met. Tikhon and the OCA
delegation for the American Church’s support for
His Beatitude Metropolitan Onuphry of Kiev and All
Ukraine and the canonical Ukrainian Church.

On Saturday morning, the patronal feast of the
OCA St. Catherine’s Church in Moscow, the Russian
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and OCA primates concelebrated the Divine Liturgy
in the church, joined by the other clergy of the OCA
delegation and other Russian hierarchs and clerics,
as well as His Grace Bishop Anthony of Moravica
of the Serbian Orthodox Church, and priests of the
Bulgarian, Georgian, and Czech and Slovak Churches.

The Liturgy was celebrated in Church Slavonic and
English. Special prayers were read for the unity of the
Orthodox Church and the preservation of the Church
from divisions and schisms.

Following the service, Pat. Kirill presented Met.
Tikhon with a cross and two episcopal Panagias, and
a copy of the Vladimir Icon of the Mother of God.

Addressing both primates, St. Catherine’s rector
Archpriest Daniel Andrejuk stated:

It has been 25 years since the representation of the
Orthodox Church in America to the Moscow Patriarchal
throne was opened. For a quarter of a century, our
representation has been an inseparable link with the
Russian Orthodox Church. At each service, we offer
prayers for our two primates, that the Lord might grant
you strength of power and spirit and wisdom in this
difficult time, that all of us under your primatial care
might serve the Church of Christ and be faithful to it.

Fr. Daniel then presented both primates with icons
of St. Catherine and St. John (Maximovitch).

That night, the OCA delegation celebrated the
All-Night Vigil at the Church of the “Joy of All
Who Sorrow” Icon of the Mother of God with Met.
Hilarion of Volokolamsk. On Sunday morning, Met.
Tikhon and the OCA delegation celebrated the Divine
Liturgy at the Church of St. Clement of Rome for its
patronal feast.

The service was celebrated in Slavonic, English,
and Romanian.

On Sunday night, Met. Tikhon led a symposium
on the life of the Orthodox Church in America at the
Moscow Diocesan House —the main building of the
St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Humanitarian University. The
symposium was attended by numerous Russian clergy
and other guests.

His Beatitude offered a report on “The Apostolic
Work of the Church in North America,” in which he
spoke of the internal and external life of the Church,
paying special attention to the implementation of the
apostolic mission to bring the Gospel to all people,
drawing on his book, Of What Life Do We Speak?
Four Pillars for the Fulfillment of the Apostolic Work
of the Church.

Cont. on page 12
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IN MEMORY: DR. ELEANOR BUJEA

July 7, 1923 — October 28, 2019

It is with great sadness that we
announce that Dr. Eleanor Bujea, an
accomplished University teacher, ded-
icated volunteer, Orthodox missionary
and supporter of our Episcopate and
fell asleep in the Lord on October
28, 2019. She is survived by her dear
brother, Rev. Deacon John Bujea, PhD.

Services were officiated by His
Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel of

Dr Eleanor Bujea Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of
America, Rev. Fr. Cristian Frunzulica, the Parish Priest of St
George Cathedral and Rev. Fr. Cosmin Vint, Parish Priest of St.
Nicolae Parish, Regina, Saskatchewan on November 5-6, 2019.

Rest in peace. Eternal memory!

Brief Biography of Dr. Eleanor Bujea

Dr. Eleanor Bujea was born in the City of Regina in the
Province of Saskatchewan, Canada. Her parents were Pamfil and
Maria Bujea, who left Romania for Canada in 1908 and 1910
respectively. Her grandparents were from Moldavia and Fagaras
who, after receiving homesteads in Dobrogea, raised their families
in the small village of Dorobantu, Dobrogea.

Pamfil married Maria Alecse and left Romania for Canada with
his brother-in-law, Dumitru Vilcu, to find a better place to raise
his family. Pamfil was the oldest of his siblings, and recognizing
that his father had limited land resources to leave to the other
siblings, he left for the “promised land” where homesteads were
for the taking. Pamfil and Maria were early pioneers in Saskatch-
ewan, bearing eight children, six of whom survived, became
well-educated and entered professional fields. Mary, the oldest,
and George held 4 degrees each; Anne held three degrees; Helen
chose to be an Administrative Assistant; Eleanor and John both
held 4 degrees, and each earned a doctorate.

Eleanor’s work experience showed that she pioneered in a
variety of fields involving the community and the education of
children, adults, and seniors.

Eleanor’s first work experience was as a child, working in her
father’s grocery store, greeting and serving customers, stacking
groceries on shelves and delivering groceries on a bicycle before
going to school and after school.

Her first position in the business community was working for
an insurance company, volunteering her time so that she could
gain valuable experience and a “letter of reference” needed to
obtain a paying position. After completion of her first degree,
she worked as a secretary and was promoted to the position of
Assistant Production Manager for the Saskatchewan Cooperative
Creameries Ltd. in Regina.

Since she was an Accountant, a position typically filled by
men at that time, she could not find this kind of work in Regina,
so she left for Montreal and found the companies in the eastern
provinces did not believe in hiring women as Accountants either.
She earned her way back to Regina by taking a position as a
Secretary with a large pharmaceutical company.

Upon returning to Regina, she found a job as Accountant and
Field Auditor with the Saskatchewan Federated Cooperatives
Ltd. After approximately five years, her job turned into a training
position for beginning employees in the Accounting Department.
This renewed her childhood ambition to become a teacher, and she
returned to university for more education, this time in the teaching
field. She was a teacher of business subjects and department head
in three Saskatchewan high schools.

At that time, there were few qualified business teachers in
Saskatchewan, and a university degree program in this area
was not available in Saskatchewan or throughout Canada. After
voicing her concern to university officials and business teacher
organizations about the lack of qualified business teachers in the
province, she was invited to prepare a brief describing the need for
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a business teacher training program. In time, her voice was heard,
and approval was given to her to develop the university business
teacher education baccalaureate program. She also developed a
program for a Master of Education degree in Business Education
for the university. She was honored by the University of Regina
when she was presented with the title of Professor Emeritus.

Eleanor’s professional work included: authoring a textbook,
“Teaching Computing,” and contributing articles to professional
journals. She contributed articles to SOLIA, a publication of the Ro-
manian Orthodox Episcopate of America. She wrote eleven histories:
four on teacher organizations, two on retired teacher organizations
in Saskatchewan, two on auxiliaries for the Romanian Orthodox
Episcopate of America, one on the multilingual association of Regina,
one entitled “Romanians in Canada,” and her doctoral dissertation
on “Business Teacher Education in Canada, 1900 to 1970”.

Her work with organizations included: Cable Regina Steering
Committee Member which was set up to organize the first cable
company in Regina; Charter member of the first executive of the
Cable Board and member for nine years. During this time, she
encouraged multi-cultural groups to become active members of
Cable Regina which carried local talent programs, both general
and ethnic. She was also a member of the following boards: Tele-
theater - Regina (Member); A.R.O.Y. (Treasurer); A.R.F.O.R.A.
(President); YW.C.A. (Member of the Board); Western Canada
Summer Games (Member); Regina Multi-cultural Council (Pres-
ident for nine years and credited with setting up the first annual
MOSAIC in the City of Regina); Canadian Multi-cultural Council
(Member); R.O.E.A. Episcopate Council (Member off and on
for more than twenty years); Regina Business and Professional
Women'’s Club (President); University Women’s Club, (Executive
member); Administrative Management Society (President of the
Regina Chapter and Area Director for an area including three
states and two provinces). As chairperson of a Steering Commit-
tee of the Association of Romanian Canadian Ladies Auxiliaries
(AR.C.O.L.A.), she helped organize it and became its first
president. She also sang in the Regina Philharmonic Chorus and
served as its treasurer.

Eleanor received several honors that were reported in the
Leader-Post of Regina by the Canadian Federation of Business
and Professional Women: she was one of twenty-two Canadian
Women receiving honorable mention for serving their communities
in their provinces; Citizen of the Day from CKRM Regina; First
Honorary Member of the Association of Canadian Commercial
Colleges; Ambassador Award and Diamond Merit Award from the
Administrative Management Society; Commemorative Medal on
the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of Her Majesty’s Reign, 1977,
the first Award of Merit presented by the Regina Multi-Cultural
Council; Senator’s Award, Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada;
Canadian College of Teachers Fellowship (FCCT) 1983; CABET
Award Recipient, 1985; The Mayor’s Community Volunteer Award
for 2000. In 2002, she was awarded the Y.W.C.A. Women of
Distinction for Lifetime Achievement Award.

Eleanor worked with the young people of the Romanian Or-
thodox Church and organized a singing and dancing group that
participated in the Regina MOSAIC for several years. She was a
member of the Canadian Multi-Cultural Council and president of
the Saskatchewan Multicultural Club, the first woman president.
Upon retirement from her teaching position, she continued with
her work as a volunteer.

Eleanor Bujea was the president of a small business which she
and her brother founded and operated successfully for approxi-
mately thirty-five years.

Rev. Fr. Vasile Hategan (+) wrote this about her in the 1999
America Journal: “Dr. Eleanor Bujea is an activist in Romanian
affairs in Canada and America... (she) wrote a scholarly and infor-
mative study of the National Auxiliary (ARFORA) and published
it in a 287 page hard-covered book in 1998.”
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IN MEMORY: PREOTEASA LiLLIAN KLYSH

Psa. Lillian (nee Kapetz) Klysh,
beloved wife of Father Mirone
Klysh, fell asleep in the Lord
on Sunday, October 20, 2019,
at Grace Hospital in Winnipeg,
Manitoba. She was born near
Roblin, Manitoba, on June 15,
1934, the daughter of William
and Annie Kapetz.

After graduating from high
school in Roblin, Manitoba, she
began her teaching career as
a “Permit Teacher” in Portage Creek, Manitoba.
Following a year at Normal School, she taught in
Moline, Neepawa, and Winnipeg, Manitoba, retiring
in 1989. While teaching in Winnipeg and raising a
family with her husband, she continued her education
and was bestowed the B.Ed. degree by the University
of Manitoba.

On October 10, 1959, in the midst of a blizzard,
she was united in Holy Matrimony to the future Father
Mirone Klysh in Roblin,Manitoba. For fifty-nine years,
she carried the “Cross of the Orthodox Priesthood”
with her husband, including forty-six years at St.
George Orthodox Church in Winnipeg (Transcona).
She fully utilized her teaching skills as a Church
School Teacher for most of those years, especially in
organizing arts and crafts activities. For many years,
she prepared and directed the annual Christmas pro-
gram. She took a personal interest in all members of
the parish, especially in their times of need. By the
Grace of God, she was able to celebrate the sixtieth
wedding anniversary with her husband and her family,
days before her repose.

Along with her joy in serving God and His Holy
Orthodox Church, she found great happiness in sharing
in the life and activities of her children and grand-
children. Each grandchild was educated in the art of
creating a snowman. They proved to be good students
by creating a “snow couple” to welcome her to the
60" wedding anniversary party. Their love and support
encouraged and sustained her during the past year. For
Lillian, family was always an important priority. She
loved any excuse to create a get-together involving as
many family members as possible. Supper invitations,
emails, and phone calls were frequently received by
many family members.

Possessing a “green thumb,” she spent many hours in
the summer cultivating her flower gardens. Household
plants received year-long tender, loving care.

Her family and friends were beneficiaries of her
cooking and baking skills; home-made chicken soup,
borscht, perogies, jams, cinnamon buns, kolach, and
peanut cookies, amongst others. The results did not
last long, because she shared them with family and
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friends.

The Paschal Lenten Season brought out all the ne-
cessities for writing “pysanky” — Ukrainian Easter eggs.
As with the snowmen, her children and grandchildren
were educated in this traditional artistic work. She
got great joy in sharing her pysanky with family and
friends. Over the years, she presented workshops on
the writing of pysanky in churches, schools, nursing
homes, etc., often with the assistance of her daughter
Marianne.

Her life could not have been as fruitful and filled
with as much quality without the compassionate and
dedicated care of her family physician, Dr. Brian
Sharkey, especially during the past year. Her family
hereby expresses its most prayerful gratitude to him.

Lillian is survived by: her husband, Father Mirone
Klysh, her daughter Marianne (Ihor), her son Myron
(Marion), her son Bill, her grandchildren, Michael,
Maria (Peter), Matthew, Christina, Ashton and Tianna,
her sister, Shirley and cousins, nieces and nephews in
Canada. She is also survived by sisters-in-law, Lesia,
Mary, Nancy and Mary Ann, brothers-in-law William
and Nicholas, and other relatives in the United States.

She was predeceased by her parents William and
Annie, her in-laws Theodore and Emilia Klysh, her
sisters Mary and Matilda, her brothers Nick, Peter
and Michael, brothers-in-law Fred, William, Cyprian,
Theodore and Stewart, sisters-in-law Margaret and
Margaret, and other relatives from the Kapetz and
Klysh families.

A Memorial Service was celebrated on Sunday,
October 27, 2019, in St. George Orthodox Church.
The Funeral Service was celebrated in the church on
Monday, October 28, 2019. The celebrant was Father
Michael Ungrin. Pallbearers were her grandchildren.

Donations in her memory may be made to St. George
Orthodox Church or a charity of your choice.

May her memory be eternal!

Fr. Dan Hoarste ... Cont. from page 8

departed from the Vatra to our homes, bearing in our
hearts the mystical atmosphere of the moving service
of monastic tonsure, at which we were blessed to
participate, asking God to bless the Holy Episcopate.
I can say that this unforgettable evening helped me to
become aware again of the great call of monasticism,
reflecting especially on the permanency of the oaths
taken by the young future hierarch, and especially on
the cross of the episcopacy, to which the Venerable
Father Dr. Andrew is now called. I could comprehend
all of these things only in my soul, but I endeavored
to record them for the benefit of those who were with
us in spirit and prayer. “Have mercy on me, O God,

Father Remus Grama
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THE SPIRIT OF CLEVELAND REJOICES —
AN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN BISHOP
IN Our CiIty

Since 1936, when
America was coming
out of the Great De-
pression, the expression
“the Spirit of Cleve-
land” ever alludes to the
greatly resilient spirit of
our nation. Ever since,
Cleveland has stood out
on the national level in
many other ways. The
Cleveland Orchestra, the
ArtMuseum, NASA, and
the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame are just a few as-
pects of Cleveland’s out-
standing character. From
an Orthodox Christian perspective, Cleveland’s spirit
is evident in its 24 Orthodox churches and dynamic
pan-Orthodox life, which led it to be labeled by the
Orthodox Christian Laity (OCL) Conference in 2018,
as “the Pan-Orthodox City” of America. Yet, in spite
of all this, until now, Cleveland never had an Ortho-
dox Bishop.

This changed on November 12,2019, when Cleve-
land gained a new reason to shine with even more
brightness. Calling to mind the fact that, in 1935, the
first Romanian Bishop, Policarp (Morusca), first came to
Cleveland, the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church in
America gave to the Auxiliary Bishop-Elect ANDREI,
of the ROEA, the title “of Cleveland.” Of course, His
Eminence, Archbishop NATHANIEL (Popp), who
has led the diocese since 1985, had everything to do
with it. He proposed this title in order to salute the
great historical role of Saint Mary Romanian Ortho-
dox Cathedral in the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate
in America. It is an honor for the City of Cleveland
to now have, besides the Roman-Catholic Bishop,
an Orthodox Bishop; another feather attached to the
public image of the city. It is also a challenge for the
new auxiliary Hierarch, a doctor in Theology from the
Pontifical Oriental Institute in Rome, to step into the
spirit of Cleveland. The Romanian community here
published the first Romanian newspaper in 1904; it has
four churches, a museum and a great ethnic festival.
The statues of composer George Enesco and Civil
War hero, General George Pomutz, enhance our city.
Keeping in mind the cultural, spiritual and historical
merits of Cleveland Romanians, it is a great honor and
responsibility for the new Bishop to be connected to

Bishop-Elect Archimandrite AN-
DREI (Hoarste)
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the “Forest City”.

On February 1, 2020, Archimandrite ANDREI
(Hoarste) will be ordained a Bishop by His Beatitu-
de, Metropolitan TIKHON of the Orthodox Church
in America, assisted by His Eminence Archbishop
NATHANIEL and other hierarchs. The event will take
place in Saint George Romanian Orthodox Cathedral,
Southfield, Michigan, the diocesan cathedral of the
Romanian Episcopate of America. On February 2, at
9:30 a.m., Bishop Andrei will officiate his first Divine
Liturgy in his cathedral, Saint Mary Cathedral, 3256
Warren Road, Cleveland. Father Alessandro Marghe-
ritini, President of the Greater Council of Orthodox
Clergy in Cleveland, rejoiced when he heard the news.
The Very Reverend Fr. Remus Grama, Dean of the
Cathedral and of the Great Lakes Deanery, who has
been serving this historical parish and landmark of
Cleveland for the last 30 years, also cheered this news.

Both Cleveland’s Pan-Orthodox and Romanian
community here are getting ready for the upcoming
event and pray for the newly-elected hierarch and his
future mission. The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate
of America has 105 parishes, missions and monaste-
ries in the USA and Canada and is headquartered in
Jackson, Michigan.

Fr. Remus Grama

OCA Celebrates ... Cont. from page 9

Met. Tikhon focused on issues of the development
of the spiritual life, spiritual care, relationships with
others, spiritual and educational work, and evangelical
preaching.

Archimandrite Andrei then presented, focusing on
the Eucharist as the center and apex of the Orthodox
life. The final report came from Archimandrite Joseph
(Kryukov), the abbot of the Valaam Representation
in Moscow, who studied at St. Tikhon’s Seminary in
Pennsylvania, and focused on the spiritual life of the
Church in America based on the experience of the
Valaam mission to America in the 18th century.

Met. Tikhon and the other members of the OCA
delegation then fielded a number of questions from
the audience.

The OCA delegation visited Donskoy Monastery
where the relics of St. Tikhon, His Beatitude’s patron,
are preserved, and they enjoyed a free day in Moscow.

Published on orthochristian.com.
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INVITATIE

HROTONA
arw AARHEREU

PREACUMOSULUI PARINTE

ARHMANDRIT ANDRE!

ca Episcop Vicar
al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romd&ne din America

VINERI, 31 IANUARIE 2020

7:00pm Vecernia Mare
Proclamarea Alegerii si Chemarea lpopsifiului
Receptie in Centrul Cultural al Catedralei

SAMBATA, 1 FEBRUARIE 2020

8:00am Utrenia
9:00am Intfrarea lerarhilor
Prezentarea Ipopsifiului si Marturisirea de Credinta
Sfénta Liturghie Arhiereascd cu Hirotonia intru Arhiereu
1:30pm Banchet Festiv

CATEDRALA ORTODOXA ROMANA
SFANTUL GHEORGHE

18405 W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield Michigan

Informatii
Cancelaria (517) 522-4800 | roea.org
Catedrala (248) 569-4833 | rocathedral.org

®

BANCHET FESTIV § SPRIJIN

Va invit@m sa fiti aldturi de noi la acest eveniment istoric.
INTRAREA LA BANCHET SE VA FACE DOAR PE BAZA DE BILETE,
acestea trebuiesc cumpdarate p&nad pe 21 lanuarie 2020.

Va rugdm sa sprijiniti financiar evenimentul.

BILETE PENTRU BANCHET si DONATII
(517) 522-4800 ext. 106

THE WESTIN
DETROIT - SOUTHFIELD
1500 Town Center, Southfield MI 48075
(248) 827-4000 | westin.com/southfield
$99 (king) | $109 (double)
Mentionati “ROEA” p&nd la 15 lanuarie
pentru a primi Rata de Reducere.
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SCRISOARE PASTORALA 2019
+

NASTEREA DOMNULUI $1 DUMNEZEULUI §I
MANTUITORULUI NOSTRU Iisus HRISTOS

Hristos Se naste! Mdri,ti-L!

,»»91 (lisus) le-a zis: Acestea sunt cuvintele pe care le-am grdit cdtre voi fiind incd
impreund cu voi, cd trebuie sd se implineascd toate cele scrise despre Mine in
Legea lui Moise, in proroci si in psalmi”.

(Luca 24, 44-45)

Iubiti fii si fiice duhovnicesti in Hristos,
Preacucernicului cler, Preacuviosului cin monahal si dreptmdritorilor crestini ai Episcopiei no-
astre protejate de Dumnezeu:

»Har si Pace de la Dumnezeu-Tatdl nostru si de la Domnul nostru Iisus Hristos”,
iar de la noi, arhieresti binecuvantdri!

Vi puteti bine Intreba: ,,Ce a vrut sd sugereze, de fapt, Iisus Hristos in afirmatia Sa despre
cele scrise de cdtre profetii inspirati de Dumnezeu despre El cu secole nainte de intruparea Sa
printre noi si ce anume au scris despre E1? De ce, ceea ce au scris, a fost, este si va fi Intot-
deauna important? Acesti autori si scrierile lor pot fi gdsite in Vechiul si Noul Testament, Biblia.
Multe dintre aceste cuvinte le-ati auzit in Slujbele din sdptdmanile si zilele dinaintea Nasterii
Domnului nostru.

Ce s-a scris, de fapt, de cdtre prorocii Mihea, Baruh, Isaia, Daniel §i de citre alti profeti? Si
cum rdaméane cu autorii cdrtilor Facerea si Numerii, ai Psaltirii i ai altor versete biblice? De-
spre acestea si despre alte profetii scrise cu secole inainte de nasterea Lui, Domnul nostru Iisus
Hristos insu§i le amintegte ucenicilor Sdi inaintea fnﬁlgﬁrii Sale dintre noi. Intruparea lui Hristos
in lumea noastrd a fost prezisd cu secole inainte de nasterea Sa in Betleem. De fapt, intreaga
Biblie, Vechiul si Noul Testament, este despre Iisus Hristos, Mantuitorul si Domnul nostru, care
se face prezent 1n istoria umana.

Pe baza promisiunii dumnezeiesti despre acest Méntuitor, asa cum s-a prevestit in Scriptura,
poporul evreu s-a straduit s3 mentind integritatea marturiei sale de credintd Intr-o singurd Zeitate
nevadzutd care, prin dragostea Sa pentru madrturia lor, i-a eliberat din sclavie si i-a condus spre
propriul lor taram. Acest Méantuitor, acest Mesia, Cel prevestit, este Acela care va da o noud
viatd, nu Intr-un tdram temporar, pamantesc, ci o viatd neintreruptd tuturor celor care cred cd El
este, cu adevdrat, implinirea Sfintei Scripturi despre El.

Dupa inél;area Domnului nostru dintre noi, referinte la aceiasi autori sunt facute, de asemenea,
de cdtre Sfantul Petru, in timp ce se adreseazid ,,0amenilor evlaviosi care locuiesc in Ierusalim”,
atunci cand a declarat: ,,aceasta este ce s-a spus prin prorocul [...] tot cel ce va chema numele
Domnului se va mantui” (Fapte 2,21). Cand a fost adus In fata curtii religioase ebraice numita
Sanhedrin, Sfantul Stefan, primul martir, a fost marturisitor al Domnului nostru Iisus Hristos,
,»Unul”, ca referintd la relatarea acelorasi profeti si Scripturi, In special a lui Avraam, Moise si

1 B
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David, care se refera la Iisus Cel rastignit si inviat, Mesia, ca fiind ,,Unul” (Fapte 7).

Sfantul Pavel, in special in Scrisoarea sa cdtre Romani, face referire constantd la baza scrip-
tuAristice“l ce priveste nagterea singurului Mesia-Mantuitor ca singurul Fiu al Alui Dumnezeu Tatal.
»In multe randuri [...] Dumnezeu a vorbit pdrintilor nostri prin proroci; In zilele acestea mai
de pe urmd ne-a grdit noud prin Fiul, pe Care L-a pus mostenitor a toate §i prin Care a fldcut
si veacurile” (Evrei 1,1-2). Cum se face cd ,,in multe rdnduri” Dumnezeu a vorbit prin Scrip-
turd si prin profeti, dar acum vorbeste in mod direct cu noi? Dumnezeu vorbeste acum in mod
direct omenirii prin Fiul Sdu, care a luat asupra Sa natura noastrd umana, trupul nostru. lisus nu
este doar mostenitorul a tot ceea ce a fost si a ceea ce este, dar El este, impreund cu Tatil si cu
Duhul Sféint, Creatorul a tot ceea ce a fost, este si va fi.

Ce indicd, de fapt, Domnul nostru, in declaratia Sa datd mai sus, fnainte de Tnélgare? Inainte
de pdtimirea, suferinta, inmormantarea si invierea Sa, lisus i-a intrebat pe ucenicii Sai: ,,Cine
zic oamenii cd sunt Eu, Fiul Omului? lar ei au rdspuns: Unii, loan Botezdtorul, altii llie, altii
leremia sau unul dintre proroci. Si le-a zis: Dar voi cine ziceti cd sunt? Rdspunzdnd Simon Petru
a zis: Tu esti Hristosul, Fiul lui Dumnezeu Celui viu” (Mt. 16,14-15). Atunci Hristos rdspunde
ca, intr-adevar, El este insu§i Fiul Dumnezeului Celui viu, ceea ce Inseamnd cd El este, de fapt,
implinirea profetiilor, a prorociilor lui Moise, ale profetilor, ale lui David si ale altora. El este
Cel despre care ,,toate cele scrise despre Mine in Legea lui Moise, in proroci si in psalmi trebuie
sd se indeplineascd”, dupa cum le reamintise, conform Sfantului Evanghelist Luca (24,44-45).

Stantul Ioan, ucenicul cel iubit, in prima sa scrisoare, ni se adreseaza afirmand: ,, Viata s-a
ardtat §i am vdzut-o §i mdrturisim §i vd vestim Viata de veci, care era la Tatdl §i s-a ardtat noud”
(1 Ioan 1,2). Sfintul Ioan ne reaminteste ca profetiile sunt indeplinite, cd tot ceea ce a fost scris
despre Mesia s-a implinit in Iisus din Nazaret, ,,intrupat de la Duhul Sfant si din Fecioara Maria
si S-a fdcut Om” . Hristos este Cuvantul de viata datdtor, El este Viata, El este co-etern cu Tatal.

Imnul binecunoscut pe care il cantdm la fiecare Sfantd Liturghie la cel de-al doilea antifon este
un rezumat al acestor referinte scripturistice: ,, Unule-Ndscut, Fiule si Cuvdntul lui Dumnezeu, Cel
ce esti fdard de moarte si ai primit, pentru mdntuirea noastrd, a Te intrupa din Sfdnta Ndscdtoare
de Dumnezeu §i pururea Fecioara Maria; Carele neschimbat Te-ai intrupat si rdstignindu-Te,
Hristoase Dumnezeule, cu moartea pe moarte ai cdlcat. Unul fiind din Sfanta Treime, impreund
mdrit cu Tatdl §i cu Duhul Sfant, mantuieste-ne pe noi!”.

Sd ne salveze de citre cine? De la ce? Hristos ne méntuieste de pdcatele noastre si de Moarte,
de inexistentd. Iisus ne méntuieste de inexistentd, oferindu-ne viata vesnicd. Hristos S-a ndscut
printre noi pentru a ne permite sd ne nastem in EIl.

Preaiubitilor, sd fie acesta darul nostru - un imn, o cuvantare pentru nou-ndscutul Mesia,
Mantuitorul nostru, in timp ce sade in ieslea din oragul Betleem: O, Tie Unuia, lisuse, igi rostim
numele, O, Fiule al lui Dumnezeu Celui Viu, Mostenitorul, Hristosul, Cuvéntul vietii, al vietii
vizute, implinirea fagdduintei Tatdlui Cel vesnic, igi rostim numele pentru a ne darui o parte
din viata Ta vesnica!

Hristos Se naste! Mariti-L!

w . w

Mesia este printre noi! Si-L intimpinidm §i sa-L primim!
+ NATHANIEL

Arhiepiscop de Detroit si al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméne din America
Biserica Ortodoxia in America
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INVATATURA CATRE MONAHII,
ApAPTAND IN CHIP ALES CONDUITEI MONAHALE
TAINA NASTERII LUI HRISTOS

»Dar pe cand erau ei aco-
lo, s-au implinit zilele ca ea
sd nascd, si a nascut pe Fiul
sdu, Cel Unul-Nascut i L-a
infdgat si L-a culcat in iesle,
cdci nu mai eraloc de gdzduire
pentru ei. Si In tinutul acela
erau pastori, stind pe cdmp
si ficand de strajd noaptea
imprejurul turmei lor. Si iatd
ingerul Domnului a stétut
langa ei si slava Domnului a
stralucit Tmprejurul lor, si ei

s-au infricosat cu fricd mare. Dar ingerul le-a zis: Nu va
temeti. Céci, iatd, va binevestesc voud bucurie mare, care
va fi pentru tot poporul. Ca vi s-a ndscut azi Mantuitor,
Care este Hristos Domnul, in cetatea lui David. Si acesta
va fi semnul: Veti gisi un prunc infasat, culcat in iesle.
Si deodatd s-a vdzut, impreund cu ingerul, multime de
oaste cereascd, laudind pe Dumnezeu si zicand: Slava
intru cei de sus lui Dumnezeu si pe pdmaént pace, intre
oameni bunavoire!” (Luca 2,6-14).

Virtutea si smerenia, baza invataturii asceti-
co-mistice a Sfantului feolipt

Cuvantul 13 al
Sfantului Teolipt,
Mitropolit al Fila-
delfiei — a cérui suc-
cintd biografie a fost
prezentatd in numa-
rul 4-5 al revistei
Solia — este intitu-
lat ,,Invétiturd citre
monahfi, adaptand
in chip ales condu-
itei monahale taina
Nasterii lui Hristos”.
Data cuvantarii este,
cu aproximatie, 25
decembrie 1319 sau
1320. Mitropolitul 1si Incepe expozeul amintind maici-
lor ménastirii Filantropos Soter importanta renuntarii
totale la lume, ficdnd o comparatie, bineinteles, cu
nagterea Domnulu1 care ,,povétuieste In ch1p preain-
telept la cetdtenia cereascd”. in felul acesta, se pune
in evidentd viziunea eshatologicd a Sfantului Teolipt,
adicd a mortii $i a judecdtii finale, deoarece, a lua in
serios monahismul, insemna pentru mitropolit inchide-
rea trupului in chilie §i a mintii in inimd, astfel incat
sd se poatd invoca fard intrerupere numele lui Iisus,
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adicad rugdciunea continud, al cérei scop este acela de
a-L face prezent In noi. Exemplul suprem pe care il
contureazd nasterea Domnului este cel al smereniei.
De aceea, in centrul fnvatdturii ascetico-mistice a
Sfantului Teolipt, se gdseste virtutea, dar $i smerenia,
deoarece prin virtute se ajunge la nepdtimire, iar
smerenia face sd dispard hotii care atacd sufletul. Din
punct de vedere materialist, mitropolitul indeamna la
folosirea ,,zdrentelor umile”, la ,,a te multumi cu ha-
inele monahale” si la a ,,nu agonisi imbricdminte de
prisos”, lucru care nu ne poate duce cu gandul decat
la culmile exorbitante pe care le-a cépdtat consume-
rismul n zilele noastre. Tot din ambientul smereniei
fac parte tdcerea si dispretuirea de sine, doud arme
esentiale in combaterea raului. Acestea nasc ribdarea,
comparata cu o stea strilucitoare, precum cea care i-a
ghidat pe magi. Acum, ca §i atunci, ea are putinta de
a-i cdlduzi pe oameni ,spre viata dupd Dumnezeu”
si de a-i determina sd imite exemplul personal, adicd
cel al renuntdrii la sine, ajungénd la ,,méndstire ca la
Betleem”. In final, Sfantul Teolipt mentioneazd cu-
noagterea duhovmceasca, adica ,,pamantul mintii care
se roagd curat”, rezultat al trdirii unei vieti ascunse
in Hristos. Aceastd vietuire ascunsd in Hristos devine
un laitmotiv al scrisorilor mitropolitului, fiind prezent,
Intr-o forma sau alta, de la un capdt la altul al scri-
erilor sale. Ceea ce doreste sd impartigeascd Sfantul
Teolipt este cd orice activitate spirituald trebuie sd
aibd in centrul siu taina lui Dumnezeu Tatil care se
reveleaza in Fiul prin Duhul Sfint: este vorba despre
o doctrind a harului care acordd omului o cunoagtere
a lui Dumnezeu prin Duhul Sfint Tn Hristos. Aceasta
devine vizibild atunci cadnd Duhul Sfant face sé izvo-
rasca lumina cunostlntel Asadar, Dumnezeu care este
necunoscut, se reveleazd omului si, dupd Intrupare
lucreazd El Insu81 in noi i prin noi. Este exact cuvantul
Sfantului Apostol Pavel in Epistola sa cétre Galateni
(2,20), cu care si mitropolitul isi incheie omilia: ,,.De
acum, nu mai vietuiesc eu, ci Hristos vietuieste in
mine”. Traducerea textului de mai jos apartine diac.
LI Icd si poate fi gisit in lucrarea: Teolipt al Fila-
delfiei, Despre viata ascunsd in Dumnezeu — cuvinte
duhovnicesti, imne §i scrisori, Sibiu 2010.
Cuvantul 13 al Sfantului Teolipt
Comuniunea prin rugiciune

«Surorilor si maicilor, chiar daci cu trupul sunt de-
parte de voi, cu duhul sunt intre voi. Cici Dumnezeu,
Care ne-a plasmuit in mila Sa, a facut Tn multe feluri
modul unirii, ca nu cumva, din pricina séréciei faptelor,
bogitia unirii noastre sd ne scape. Fiindcd unirea se
face nu numai prin prezenta personald, ci lucrul unirii
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potrivit lui Dumnezeu se face si prin faptul de a avea
acelasi gind, prin rugiciune, prin iubirea unora fatd
de altii, prin scrisorile trimise i prin convorbirea prin
cuvinte. Toate acestea s-au sdvarsit in trecut.

Dar acum, chiar daca prezenta trupului si invatatura
prin viu grai nu se sdvarsesc, rugidciunea pentru voi §i
iubirea datoratd potrivit lui Dumnezeu sunt lucritoare.
De aceea, am hotarét, asadar, ca astdzi sa vorbesc cu
voi prin cateheza de fatd, migcandu-ma spre acest lucru
nasterea dupa trup a Domnului, a cdrei taind zugraveste
in ascuns cdile méntuirii noastre $i ne povatuieste in
chip preaintelept la cetdtenia cereascd pe noi, cei care
am fagdduit sa-I urmam Lui.

Lepidarea totala fata de lume

Naiscut din Tata fara mama, Fiul Unul-Nascut al lui
Dumnezeu Se nagte si din mama fara tatd [afirmatia
este corelatd cu condacul Sf. Roman Melodul, care
se gdseste In Minei, la utrenia din 26 decembrie; de
altfel, intreaga cuvéntare contine imagini ale imnogra-
fiei praznicului de pe 25 si 26 decembrie], pentru ca
tu, ldsind tatd, mama si toatd rudenia, si alipindu-te
de Domnul, sa cinti necontenit: ,,Tatdl meu §i mama
mea m-au parasit, dar Domnul m-a luat” [Ps 26,10].
Hristos S-a ndscut din Fecioara si a ficut-o pe Mama
Sa fecioari, iar Mama Sa a ramas fecioarda — ambele,
lucruri uimitoare [paradoxale] si care depasesc legea
omeneascd — pentru ca tu, care te-ai Intors de la unirea
cdsdtoriei si te-ai retras din contactele cu lumea, sd fii
fecioard nu numai la trup, ci si la duh. §i, aga cum ai
scuturat placerile trupesti cu fapta, aga sd respingi si
poftele sufletesti care vin prin gdnduri, nemaificandu-ti
in cuget insotirea cu lumea, ci ardtdndu-te monahie si
cu trupul si cu sufletul, salvind cu adevarat definitia
vietii monahale [singuratice] atat in chipul-figura din
afard, cat si in cugetul dinduntru.

Ascultarea fata de intiistatator

Iar, curdtindu-te de faptele trupesti si gAndurile pati-
mase, varasdri in tine strdlucirea fecioriei $i numaidecét
vei zamisli Cuvantul lui Dumnezeu, nemaipurtand
nimic altceva in inima decét meditarea la renuntare si
ascultare, grija poruncilor indumnezeitoare si amintirea
legdmintelor de la inceput. $i, asa, te vei face mama
a lui Hristos, ascultdnd si supunindu-te necontenit
intéi-statatoarei tale. Cici, ori de cite ori ardti prin
fapte supunerea fati de ea si duci la capat cu lucrurile
insele ascultarea, de tot atitea ori intrupezi cuvantul
virtutii, ndscandu-1 si cultivindu-1 prin faptele trupului,
facand ardtat, prin cele din afard, gindul sufletului tau
la porunci si ficAnd vizut oamenilor prin modul de
comportare ceea ce mai 1nainte era nevazut.

Hristos s-a ndscut in pesterd, ca tu, rimanand in
méndstirea in care ai intrat, sd renasti duhovniceste
prin lucrarea poruncilor. Cici, dorind sd fii inscrisd
in cele ceresti, ai ldsat toate cele de pe pamant si ti-ai
schimbat pina si numele, instrdinandu-te de toate cele
ce-si au numele pe pamént. De aceea, neavand loc in
casa de oaspeti, ai venit in mandstire ca intr-o pesterd
si nasti, prin renuntarea cu fapta, cuvantul poruncii,
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pe care l-ai zadmilit in sufletul tdu prin gandirea fe-
ciorelnica i curatd de pofta lumeasca.

Hristos a fost infdsat in scutece, invatandu-te §i pe
tine sd imbratisezi zdrentele umile in care esti imbra-
catd si sd te multumesti cu hainele monahale si de
neapdratd trebuintd, sd nu-ti agonisesti imbracaminte
de prisos, nici sd cauti sd-ti faci haine cu culori mai
inchise. Cici, dacd ai s cauti unele ca acestea si ai s
te uiti dupd culorile inchise i adinci, dupd 14na moale,
péanza find si tesdturile rafinate, de multe ori cautand
cele tesute din matase, atunci in chip ipocrit ti-ai fa-
cut fagdduinta. Cici n-ai fugit de lume, ci, inbricind
haina [monahali], te-ai potrivit mai degrabd cu lumea
pe care credeai cd ai tdgaduit-o, §i nu te deosebesti cu
nimic de femeile ugoare. Se cade, agadar, sa te aliniezi
la precinstitele vesminte [monahale] si sd te imbraci
cu zdrentele umile, ca frigezimea trupului, imbracatd
cu vesméntul lor, sd respingd netezimea care vine din
pipdit i sd nu vind la aducerea-aminte a placerilor,
si sd lasi jos povara slavei desarte prin simplitatea
vesmintelor si lipsa de curiozitate fatd de ele.
Virtutea rabdarii, exemplu al vietuirii dumnezeiesti

Hristos a fost culcat in ieslea necuvantatoarelor,
invdtandu-te s suporti cu vitejie limbutia oamenilor,
care te mananca cu defdimari si barfe, invitindu-te sd
socotesti drept odihnd incercdrile si reprosurile pentru
virtute, si sd nu-i combati pe cei ce grdiesc cele rele,
ci sd taci i sd dispretuiesti cinstea ta proprie. Pentru
ca, vazand oamenii rabdarea océrilor stralucind ca o
stea, sd lase tulburarea si zarva lumeascd, ca pe o altd
Persie, si sd cdldtoreascd spre viata dupd Dumnezeu,
ajungand la manastire ca la Betleem [precum magii,
Mt 2,1-20] si dorind sd se facd imitatori ai vietii tale.

Cici, atunci, sau multi din cei din lume, impresion-
ati de petrecerea ta ldudabild si de viata ta fard nimic
prisositor, vor umbla pe acelasi drum al renuntdrii,
ca ¢i tine, si-gi vor aduce bogdtia lor ca daruri lui
Dumnezeu; sau multe din monahiile care se nevoiesc
1n ascezd impreund cu tine, vazind smerenia cugetului
tau gi rdbdarea $i stdruinta In Intristdri, se vor departa
de obiceiul cel rdu si se vor supune voii tale, §i-ti vor
aduce [precum magii] drept daruri: Incredere, iubire §i
evlavie. Si atunci, cei ce te pastoresc duhovniceste, se
vor minuna de toate faptele pe care le vid in tine si
vor lduda pe Dumnezeu, Care randuieste in Economia
Sa méntuirea oamenilor; cdci zice [Hristos]: ,Asa
sa lumineze lumina voastrd inaintea oamenilor, ca
vazand ei faptele voastre cele bune sd sldveascd pe
Tatal vostru Cel din ceruri” [Mt 5,16].

Hristos e hrdnit cu lapte, ca si tu sd Inveti Invatatu-
rile expuse simplu ale Evangheliei si sd citesti vietile
fericitilor Pdrinti care au trdit in simplitate. Ele te
vor aduce la senindtatea limanului ceresc pe tine,
care privesti la strdlucirea dreptilor si esti Ingrasatd
de contemplatiile cele de sus, dar ai adormit fatd de
cuvintele din lume si Intelepciunea ei desfiintatd [1Cor
1,20; 13,8].

Cont. la pag 24
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DIN VIATA PAROHIILOR ...

Sfintirea Bisericii Sf. Arh. Mihail si Gavriil, Pr. Florin Mihalache, Apopka (Orlando) FL, 8-10 Noiembrie 2019.
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Parohia Sf. Ilie, Anjou,
Montreal, QC, Canada,
a 10-a aniversare,

Pr. Ioan Cotrigisanu,

2 Noiembrie 2019.

Parohia Sf. Pantelimon,

St. Eustache, Montreal, QC,
Canada, a 10-a Aniversare,

Pr. Vasile Trif, 3 Noiembrie

2019.

Vizita pastorala
Parohia Sf. Maria,
New York City,
Pr. Protosinghel
Chesarie Bertea,
27 Octombrie
2019.
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ALEGEREA SI HIROTONIA
ARHIMANDRITULUI ANDREI (HOARSTE)

21 noiembrie 2019
Praznicul Intrarii in biserica a Maicii Domnului

Dragi Périnti si
Iubiti Credinciosi ai Episcopiei noastre,

Cu bucurie vd anuntdm cd, in data de 12 noiembrie
2019, Preacuviosul Parinte Ieromonah Andrei, vicar al
Canadei, a fost ales de catre Sfantul Sinod al Bisericii
Ortodoxe in America in demnitatea de Episcop vicar
al Episcopiei noastre. Aceasta a fost prima actiune
intreprinsd de Sfintul Sinod in sesiunea sa de toamna
din acest an. Preafericitul Parinte Mitropolit TIKHON
a citit In fata Sfantului Sinod scrisoarea de cerere din
partea Episcopiei noastre, dupd care fiecare ierarh a
intrat in Sfintul Altar §i si-a exprimat votul n scris,
pe care l-a depus mai apoi intr-un potir special. in
timpul procedurii de vot, membrii Sfintului Sinod
au cantat troparul Sfantului Duh. Dupd anuntarea
rezultatului pozitiv al votului, s-a oficiat Slujba de
Te Deum, iar fiecare ierarh a semnat actul sinodal de
verificare a alegerii.

in ziva urmitoare, miercuri, 13 noiembrie 2019,
cu ocazia aniversdrii alegerii Preafericitului Parinte
Mitropolit TIKHON ca Primat al Bisericii Ortodoxe
din America, toti episcopii sinodali au sdvarsit Sfan-
ta Liturghie 1n biserica Institutului Teologic Sfantul
Vladimir din Yonkers, New York. La vodohul mic,
Ieromonahul Andrei a fost adus Tnaintea Preafericitului
Mitropolit TIKHON si a fost hirotesit intru arhimandrit.

Vi informez 1n detaliu despre aceastd alegere de
episcop deoarece este un eveniment rar in viata Bi-
sericii. Preacuviosul Parinte Arhimandrit Andrei, in
calitate de episcop-vicar ales, a primit titulatura de
Episcop de Cleveland.

Ca urmare, prin aceastd scrisoare, vd transmitem
informatii despre evenimentele legate de hirotonia
episcopului nostru vicar Andrei, care va avea loc la
Catedrala Ortodoxd Roméana Sf. Gheorghe din South-
field, Michigan. Primul eveniment va avea loc vineri,
31 ianuarie 2020, cind se va sdvarsi slujba Vecerniei
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si cea a Ipopsifierii sau a

chemadrii candidatului. Cel

de-al doilea eveniment va

fi simbata, 1 februarie

2020 — Inainte Priznuirea
Intdmpinirii Domnului

— si va include Slujba

Miarturisirii de Credinta gi

Sfanta Liturghie, in sobor

de arhierei, cu randuiala

hirotoniei noului episcop.

Dupd Sfanta Liturghie si

hirotonie, se va organiza

un banchet festiv la Cen-

trul Cultural Armean Sf. Ioan din Southfield in cinstea
noului episcop vicar hirotonit, Andrei.

Asa cum probabil ati remarcat deja, titulatura pentru
episcopul vicar al Episcopiei noastre este ,,Episcop de
Cleveland”. Astfel, Catedrala Adormirea Maicii Dom-
nului (Sfanta Maria) din Cleveland, Ohio, va deveni
catedrala sa. Am cerut Sfintului Sinod ca titulatura
de Cleveland si fie daruitd vicarului nostru Tn onoarea
primului nostru episcop, Policarp Morusca, cel care,
de fapt, a locuit in Cleveland pentru o perioadd de
timp, dar §i pentru a-i cinsti pe pionierii roméni care
au instituit cea mai veche parohie a Episcopiei noastre
din Statele Unite.

Episcopul ales Andrei va sluji prima sa Sfantd
Liturghie, ca episcop, in Catedrala Sfanta Maria din
Cleveland, Ohio, in ziua de duminicd, 2 februarie
2020 — la praznicul IntAmpinirii Domnului.

Pe aceastd cale, 1i invitim pe toti preotii i cre-
dinciosii Episcopiei sd includd acest eveniment rar
din viata Bisericii noastre Ortodoxe in America in
calendarele parohiilor §i familiilor lor. Vi invitim
agadar, cu drag, sd participati la acest eveniment rar
si special! Comitetul de organizare a initiat deja pre-
gdtirile pentru activitatile legate de hirotonia noului
episcop vicar §i, in curind, veti primi invitatia oficiala,
precum si informatii detaliate.

Avand 1n vedere cd este un eveniment al Intregii
Episcopii, apeldm la parohiile si credinciosii nostri
pentru a sustine pregatirile acestui eveniment cu do-
natii, care vor fi destinate pentru acoperirea costului
pregatirilor §i protocolului necesare pentru hirotonia
unui episcop.

Va multumim anticipat pentru sprijinul dumnea-
voastrd generos si vd indemndm sad va rugati pentru
buna ocrotire a Episcopei noastre si pentru Episcopul
ales Andrei de Cleveland.

Cu pdrintesti binecuvantari,

+ NATHANIEL, Arhiepiscop
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TUNDEREA IN MONAHISM A
PARINTELUI VICAR DAN HOARSTE

Duminic4, 13 octombrie 2019, in ajunul praznicului
Cuvioasei Parascheva, Vatra Roméneascd s-a patruns
de o emotie sfanti. La chindia unei zile de octombrie,
o adevirati vari indiand, radiind in tonuri in culorile
specifice Midwestului, au inceput s soseasca stareti si
starete, monahi si monahii, de la méanastirile noastre
dimprejur; membrii familiei si apropiati ai Preacuce-
rnicului Périnte Vicar Dan Hoarste, precum si cativa
dintre preotii parohiilor inconjuritoare.

Vestea asteptatei tunderi in
monahism a Parintelui Dan,
candidatul ales de reprezen-
tantii parohiilor la Congresul
recent al eparhiei §i propus
Sfantului Sinod al Bisericii
Ortodoxe din America pentru
a fi ales Episcop Vicar, in
cadrul Episcopiei Ortodoxe
din America, s-a rdaspandit cu
iuteald, adunandu-ne pe toti la
Vecernia mare in cinstea Cuvi-

oasei Parascheva. In America, sfinta este de altfel si
ocrotitoarea Asociatiei Reuniunilor Femeilor Roméne
Americane (ARFORA)

Vecernia a fost prez1data de citre Inaltpreasﬁnt1tu1
Parinte NATHANIEL si oficiatd de Preacuviosul Pa-
rinte Arhimandrit Joseph Morris, Staretul Manastirii
grecesti ,,Sf. Grigore Palama”, din Hayesville, Ohio.
Raspunsurile la strand au fost date de Fratele Teofil
Munteanu si Ipodiaconul John Lazar. Printre participanti
s-au numdrat Preacuvioasa Maica Staretd Gabriella
(Ursache) si soborul monahal al Manastirii Adormirea
Maicii Domnului din Rives Junction, MI, precum si
Preacucernicii Preoti: Laurence Lazar, Romey Rosco,
Remus Grama,Alin Munteanu, Ionut Maerean, George
Ursache, Stefan Vlad, Stefan Morariu, Antonel Du-
mitru, Horatiu Baldnean, John Konkle, cu distinsele
Doamne Preotese.

indati dupi Vecernie, intr-o liniste care anunta
intensitatea momentului, Inaltpreasﬁntltul Pirinte
Nathaniel a luat loc pe un scaun agezat inaintea ugilor
impadritesti, iar candidatul la episcopat si-a dezbricat
pentru ultima datd haina lumeasca si astfel, descult si
imbricat in haina alba a botezului, a fost adus, mer-
gand pe genunchi, sub mantia nasului de calugarie,
Périntele Arhimandrit Joseph.

intinsla pgmant, in chipul crucii, inaintea Arhiereului,
fiind incd acoperit de mantia ocrotitoare a Parintelui
Staret, Pr. Dan a rdspuns la intrebdrile Ierarhului, lu-
and juramintele monahale ale castitdtii feciorelnice,
sdrdciei depline, ascultdrii pand la moarte $i pe cel
al inchinovierii (statorniciei intr-un anumit loc), in
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timp ce biserica reverbera raspunsurile liturgice ale
cantdretilor, care cereau mila lui Dumnezeu. Aceste
voturi evoca sfintenia la care ne cheama Hristos, mai
intdi prin pilda vietii Sale, dar si a ascultdrii Sale
,pand la moarte si incd moarte pe Cruce” (Filipeni
2,8). Apoi, de trei ori la rand, Parintele a Tnménat
foarfecile Ierarhului i, dupa ce si-a exprimat dorinta
de a lua chipul ingeresc, a fost tuns 1n forma sfintei
cruci, supunindu-si vointa i toata fiinta lui Dumnezeu.

Dupd ce a renuntat la orice chemdri desarte ale
acestei lumi, alegind calea sfaturilor evanghelice,
candidatul a acceptat -- asa cum aratd $i simplitatea
hainei monahale --, sd moara lumii §i sa trdiscd numai
prin, si pentru, Hristos. Apoi i s-a dat un nume nou, pe
cel al Sfantului Andrei, Apostolul roménilor. Apoi, noul
monah a primit Paramanul, adicd vesméantul pétrat, cu
insemnele rastignirii lui Hristos si a uneltelor de torturad
romane. Acesta reprezintd jugul si sarcina Crucii, pe
care Domnul o poate face usoara celor credinciosi. In
sustinuta emotie §i rugdciune a capelei, care intre timp
s-a umplut de credinciosi, Parintele Andrei a primit,
apoi: dulama neagrd sau haina pocdintei; brdul care
semnificd refinearea; sandale ugoare, ca si alerge la
lupta cea bund a propovaduirii, apoi,rasa,adica platosa
dreptdtii, si culionul sau coiful, care 1l ocroteste de
sdgetile celui rau. in cele din urmi, I s-a dat cami-
lafca sau vilul subtire, simbol al transparentei trairii
si al unei minti curdtate prin Har. Dar dupd primirea
hainei de pocdintd si doliu, Parintele a primit o cruce
de lemn si o luménare, ca aducere aminte a cuvinte-
lor Mantuitorului: ,,Asa sd@ lumineze lumina voastrd
fnaintea oamenilor ca vdzdnd ei faptele voastre cele
bune sd preamdreascd pe Tatdl, pe Fiul si pe Sfantul
Duh” (Mt. 5,7). Astfel, intristarea celui ce a primit
tunderea devine o chemare la calea cea ingereasca si
fericita” a calugériei.

La sférgitul ritualului, imbracat in haina monahala,
Preacuviosul Parinte Andrei, care a luat crucea de la
Ierarhul sdu, a oferit la randul sau crucea spre siru-
tare tuturor, amintindu-le cd, de acum, el nu mai este
Pdrintele Dan, ci leromonahul Andrei.

intr-un migcitor gest simbolic, Inaltpreasﬁntltul
Pirinte Nathaniel a déruit mamei Parintelui Andrei
parul tuns al ipopsifiului (gr., ales pentru a fi hirotonit
intru episcop), spre aducere aminte de darul pe care
l-a oferit Bisericii noastre.

Dupid o scurtd receptie pregdtitd pentru oaspeti in
resedinta arhiepiscopald, Parintele Andrei s-a retras in
capela Nagsterii Preacuratei Fecioare Maria, pentru
indédtinata priveghere de toatd noaptea. Astfel, noi, cei
mai de departe, am plecat de la Vatra spre casele noas-
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BUCURIILE
CRACIUNULUI

fncep aceasti scrisoare despre Criiciun mirturisind
ceea ce toti crestinii adeveresc la praznuirea Sfintelor
Pasti: “Hristos a Inviat!”. Aceste cuvinte se spun prima-
vara, §i nu iarna: stiu §i eu asta. Atunci de ce rdstorn
ordinea fireascd a lucrurilor? Stimati pdrinti (as vrea sd
va spun “iubiti pdrinti”, dar deoarece nu ne cunoastem
folosesc o formula sobrid), va scrie un profesor de reli-
gie. Vi scriu pentru cd am simtit nevoia sd va vorbesc
in repetate randuri. Am fost profesor de religie la o
scoald generald, la o scoald postliceald, i mai nou tin
ore la o griddinitd crestind: am avut ocazia sd cunosc
un numadr foarte mare de copii, de la trei pana la peste
doudzeci de ani, i prin intermediul copiilor, maiAmult
sau mai putin, i-am cunoscut $i pe unii périnti Incep
scrisoarea despre Créciun cu cuvintele care imi sunt
foarte dragi: “Hristos a Inviat!”. Si cred ca parintii
crestini inteleg de ce, si poate chiar raspund 1n gindul
lor: “Adevdrat a Inv1at'”

Invierea lui Hristos

Lumea de astizi fuge de invierea lui Hristos, lumea
de astdzi, care std sub semnul pdcatului si al aposta-
ziei, vrea sd pdstreze din credinta crestind numai un
ambala_] superficial, care sd dea impresia cd lucrurile
merg in directia buna. Incetul cu incetul, pe misuri
ce tot ce e curat si sfint e izgonit din aceastd lume, se
va renunta si la acest ambalaj “de anticariat”. E trist
cd Nasterea Domnului s-a transformat din pricind a
bucuriei de Créaciun in pretext al bucuriilor de Créaciun.
Adicd sub masca unei sdrbatori duhovnicesti, oamenii
isi fac cele mai ciudate pofte, 1si Implinesc cele mai
rafinate patimi. E interesant faptul cd multi comer-
cianti americani au renuntat sd numeascd Craciunul
cu denumirea traditionald, “Christmas”, numindu-1
mai nou “X-mas”... E mult mai potrivit numele de
“X”-mas decat numele de “Craciun”. De Créciun nu
ar trebui sa se facd petreceri destrabalate. Si totusi se
fac. De Criciun nu ar trebui ca oamenii sd minance
peste mdsurd, si totusi o fac.

Despre post

“Dar in zilele de Craciun nu sunt pline spitalele de
oameni care au mancat pand li s-a facut rdu, de crestini
care de bucurie cd s-a terminat postul au méincat mai
mult decit minéncd paganii la praznicele lor?” Aceia
nu sunt crestini decit cu numele. Aceia nu au postit
decat de formd. Credinta crestind nu tine numai cét
e postul. Cine e crestin, e crestin si in posturi, §i In
afara posturilor. E crestin tot timpul. Si cregtinul e
cumpdtat nu numai in post, ci tot timpul. Crestinul e
de fapt Intr-un post continuu, care tine pand la sfarsitul
vietii pimantesti. Aceasta nu Inseamna cd el nu stie
sd se bucure de bunititile pe care le primeste de la
Dumnezeu. Stie sd se bucure dar pastreazd masura in
toate. Stie sd se bucure, si Ii multumeste lui Dumnezeu
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pentru ele. Dar nu se lasd robit de ele. Nu se lasd
dominat de ele. Crestinii pentru care sfarsitul postului
inseamnd inceputul desfrdului nu sunt crestini. Da,
sunt oameni care dupd ce au postit tot postul o {in
pand la Boboteazd numai in chefuri, numai in betii.
Dar acesti oameni nu sunt cregtini.

Créciun si “X-mas”

Acesti oameni sdrbatoresc “X-mas-ul”. In scrisoarea
de fata voi incerca sd va ardt cét de diferit este Crici-
unul de “X-mas”, si sd vd rog sd 1i invatati pe copiii
vostri sd nu confunde cele doud momente, chiar daca,
din punct de vedere cronologic, se suprapun. Cel mai
simplu mod de a diferentia cele doud sdrbdtori este
stabilirea legdturii lor cu Hristos, Fiul lui Dumnezeu
care S-a facut om pentru méintuirea noastrd. $i, pentru
a usura aceasta diferentiere, vom porni de la faptul ca
Hristos, Pruncul din staulul Betleemului, este Acelasi
Hristos care a fost radstignit de oamenii pe care i-a
iubit, si Acelasi Hristos care a fnviat din morti, cu
moartea pe moarte cilcand. Acest adevir nu este prea
comod. Pe cat de simplu este sd consideri Craciunul
ca evocare a nagterii unui prunc intr-un staul, prunc
care a devenit un mare invatdtor al omenirii, chiar cel
mai mare Invatdtor, pe atit de greu este sd recunosti
ci Pruncul este Mantuitorul care a primit a Se rast1gn1
pentru picatele noastre, Mantuitorul care a Inviat pen-
tru a ne pregiti noud locasuri ceresti. Cei care vor sa
separe Pruncul ndscut de Fecioara Marla de Hristosul
cel nviat din morti, Incearcd sd ucidd Craciunul. Se
aseamana lui Irod care, pentru a-1 ucide pe Mesia, a
dat ordin si fie omorati cei paisprezece mii de prunci.
Cine se simte stinjenit auzind de Créciun cuvintele
“Hristos a Inviat!” dovedeste ca sdarbdtoarea sa nu are
nimic in comun cu Hristos. Sunt congtient de faptul
cd ideile pe care le pun pe hartie pot parea ridicole,
cd reprezintd un fir de praf pe balanta care, la celalalt
capdt, poartd tonele de reclame la casetofoane, aparate
de epilat, anticonceptionale, excursii in strdinatate,
si toate la un pret redus: doar se apropie Craciunul.
Mass-media duce o luptd sustinutd pentru a transforma
omul intr-un robot care cumpdrd, Intr-un animal care
trdieste numai la nivel de epiderma.

Biserica si mass-media

Nimeni nu poate contesta cd, in vacarmul vanzato-
rilor de daruri de Craciun, glasul Bisericii de-abia
se mai face auzit. Unii dintre cei care vin sd asculte
slujba de Craciun o fac numai pentru a-si face norma
de duhovnicie pentru jumadtate de an, pentru a lua o
gurd de aer duhovnicesc care sa fi tind pana la Pagti.
Si chiar si ei se lasd ademeniti de mirosul puternic al
mancirurilor care fi agteaptd si de al parfumului suav
al bauturilor care le vor veseli inimile. In infruntarea
dintre Bisericd si mass-media, infruntare care atinge
apogeul de Pasti si de Craciun, existd un arbitru pe
care mass-media nu il poate recunoaste, desi uneori
il invoca dezinvoltd: e vorba de Insus1 Dumnezeu.
Dumnezeu e de partea Bisericii, Dumnezeu di dreptate
Bisericii. Si aceasta nu dintr-o preferintd accidentala,
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ci pentru faptul ca Biserica este Mireasa tainicd a lui
Hristos. Se duce un razboi crunt pentru ca, de Craciun,
glasul Bisericii sd fie acoperit. Mai precis, diavolul
a inteles cd cea mai iscusitd tacticd pentru a lovi in
Bisericd nu este cea de a-i acoperi glasul (aceasta ar
fi generat o rezistentd martiricd), ci pentru a include
glasul Bisericii in corul unei bucurii generale: Tnaintea
emisiunilor de divertisment, televiziunea transmite
secvente emotionante de la slujba tinutd la cine stie
ce mare catedrald, iar colindele sunt prezente cu multd
risipd In ambianta programelor de pe marea majoritate
a posturilor de televiziune. S-a ajuns chiar la hibrid-
ul colindelor cantate pe muzica hip-hop sau pe alte
ritmuri. Cu voci senzuale, fete tinere céntd despre
Nasterea Domnului cu aceeasi “evlavie” cu care cintad
despre ultima iubire de pe plajd. Dar colindele lor nu
au nimic din curdtia colindelor adevirate. Oricét ar
fi de prelucrate, melodiile lor nu vor trezi niciodatd
fiorul sfant pe care il trezesc 1n suflete vechile colinde.
Caitre parinti

Stimati pdrinti, nu vd scriu pentru a vd face un
rechizitoriu al deformarii Praznuirii Craciunului. Nu
urmdresc decat sa punctez cateva din caracteristicile
sale. Va scriu pentru a vd ruga sd 1i ajutati pe copiii
vostri sd trdiascd un Criciun adevdrat. Asta va std In
putintd sd le oferiti, oricat afi fi de sdraci sau de bo-
gati. Ma adresez voud, oamenilor mari, ca si cum ag
fi un prieten al copiilor. Sunt si eu un om mare. Sunt
cdsdtorit, am doi copii, i ar trebui sd nu ma simt foarte
preocupat de problemele copiilor vostri. Nu am nicio
vind cd am fost gi sunt profesor de religie. Aceastad
pozitie ma obligd sd md rog si pentru copiii cdrora le
predau, si pentru toti copiii din lume. Nu prin altceva
decat prin faptul cd, iubind copiii, simt nevoia sa i
ajut din ce in ce mai mult. V& scriu aceastd scrisoare
pentru a va implora: nu le rapiti copiilor Criciunul.
Cu aceeasi insistentd cu care comerciantii vd trag de
maneca hainei pentru a cumpdra doud ciocolate la pret
de una, sau cinci pachete de curmale la pret de doua,
eu va trag de maneca sufletului: nu le rapiti copiilor
Criciunul. Nu aveti dreptul si le ripiti copiilor Crici-
unul, asa cum nu aveti dreptul sd le ripiti copildria.
Poate ca randurile mele par alarmiste, poate cd nu
intelegeti de ce va cer sd nu le rapiti copiilor Craciunul:
pentru cd multi dintre pdrintii copiilor cdrora le-am
fost profesor au ficut aceasta. Cum? Foarte simplu:
incurajandu-i pe copii sd inteleagd prin Crdciun o
sarbatoare a placerilor, a préjiturilor si a distractiilor,
o sdrbdtoare In care totul este permis $i nimic nu este
refuzat. Copiii sunt invatati sd astepte Craciunul nu
pentru a se bucura de Nasterea Domnului, ci pentru
a se bucura de cine stie ce maginutd sau robotel, daca
sunt bdieti, sau de cine stie ce papusd, dacd sunt fete.
Scrisoarea mea nu este sistematicd, asa cd v rog sd nu
cdutati o succesiune logica in rindurile mele. Vi scriu
repede, va scriu grabindu-ma foarte tare deoarece este
29 noiembrie si dacd nu vd “trimit” scrisoarea la timp,
risc sd o citeascd numai tipografii. Ce vind au parintii
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care au crescut in comunism, i care nu au avut parte
decat de Craciunuri din care a lipsit Dumnezeu? Cum
ar putea ei sd 1si invete copiii sd cunoascd o bucurie
pe care ei ingisi nu au cunoscut-o? Iatd o intrebare
care pare dificild. Dar nu e chiar atat de dificila pe
cat pare. Pdrintii care au crescut departe de Biserica,
pdrintii care au crescut asteptindu-l iarna pe Mos
Gerild, ar trebui sd fie foarte sinceri cu ei Ingisi §i sd
recunoascd faptul cd vietile lor au fost triste. Oamenii
nu vor sd recunoascd acest adevdr, cd departe de Bi-
sericd nu existd Tmplinire, dar aceasta este realitatea.
Viata oamenilor mari este o viatd foarte diferitd de
a copiilor: pentru copii viata este plind de speranti,
este plind de promisiuni. Pe méisurd ce trece timpul
aceastd perspectivd se metamorfozeaza dintr-o imagine
de primdvara intr-o imagine de toamnd. Viata nu este
aga cum vrem noi. Viata este durd, viata este plina de
greutdti. Nuneapdrat financiare, bogatii nu au probleme
materiale dar sufleteste nu sunt deloc mai Impliniti
decit sdracii. In lumea pe care o cunoastem 1in clipa in
care am devenit maturi, 1n clipa 1n care avem propria
noastrd familie, in clipa in care avem copiii nostri, vor
creste si acesti copii. Sunt unii parinti care vor sd 1si
pregdteascd odraslele pentru supravietuirea in aceastd
jungléd contemporana crescdndu-i dupa principiul “homo
homini lupus”. Copiii se maturizeaza foarte repede,
cresc purtand in sufletele lor duritatea, si ajung fiare
sdlbatice. Alti pdrinti incearcd sd isi creascd copiii
intr-un rdsfat maxim, confundand datoria de parinti cu
obligatia de a transforma copildria fiilor lor in vérsta
tuturor placerilor implinite. “Viata le va fi plind de
greutdti, mdcar sd cunoascd acum bucuria dorintei
implinite”. Acest rdsfit nu le prinde bine copiilor.
Acest rasfit le distruge sufletele, i 1i Invatd ca binele
este acelasi lucru cu implinirea vointei proprii. Copiii
care agteaptd Crdciunul doar pentru a-gi mari colec-
tia de jucdrii, sau doar pentru a-gi mari “colectia” de
vizite in parc vor creste fard a avea cunoaste bucuria
Créciunului.
Bucuria Craciunului

Ce este bucuria Craciunului? Este bucuria ca Hris-
tos S-a ndscut pentru mantuirea noastrd. Cad Fiul lui
Dumnezeu S-a intrupat pentru ca oamenii sd cunoasca
Viata cea adevaratd, Viata binecuvantatd de Dumnezeu.
E usor sd spunem vorbe mari, fard acoperire. E ugor sd
negdm bucuriile lumii acesteia fara a pune cevain loc.
Nu rareori intilnim “cerberi” crestini care contestd tot
ce tine de prezent, tot ce tine de lumea in care trdim,
si care au sufletele mai pustii decét ale celor pe care i
amenintd cu Infricosdtoare chinuri ale veacului. Acesti
falsi profeti contemporani fac rdu Bisericii pentru
cd prezintd credinta crestind ca pe o utopie, ca pe 0
filosofie care Incearcd sd rastoarne celelalte sisteme
de gandire numai pentru a-si afirma o superioritate pe
care nu este in stare sd o demonstreze. Vom face Incd
doua-treiobservatii despre trasaturile acestor profeti de
ocazie tocmai pentru cd ei, sau mai bine zis inaintagii
lor, sunt in mare mdsurd vinovati de declinul spiritual
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al lumii in care trdim. Acesti “crestini alesi” nu inteleg
cd Hristos a venit In lume pentru a modela vieti, pentru
a le ardta oamenilor calea spre cer si pentru a-i ajuta
sd meargd pe aceastd cale: ei vor ca toatd lumea sd
tind cont de sfaturile lor, si confundand aceste sfaturi
izvorite mai mult din propria intelepciune decit din
Evanghelie (chiar dacd sunt imbréicate in poleiald
evanghelicd) cu intelepciunea suprema, incearcd si fie
inchizitori care convertesc cu sabia cuvantului o lume
apostatd. Ei vorbesc despre bucuria pe care o aduce
Hristos, dar nu cunosc aceasta bucurie. Ei vorbesc
despre pacea pe care o ddruieste Hristos, dar sunt plini
de tulburare. Ei vorbesc despre iubirea vridjmasilor,
dar se ménie pe oricine nu vrea sa le acorde o impor-
tantd deosebitd. Cuvintele lor sunt lipsite de putere.
Cuvintele lor nu conving. Ei nu fac altceva decat sa
nascd in mintile celorlalti teama de credinta crestina:
“A fi crestin Tnseamnd: unu - sd nu faci asta; doi - sd
nu faci nici asta §i nici asta; ...” si tot asa pand cind
lista faptelor interzise depdseste imaginatia unui om
normal. Dacd i-am ruga pe acesti profeti sd ne spuna
péarerea lor despre cum trebuie petrecut Créaciunul, nu
ar trebui sd ne mire dacd ne-ar inména o brosura plind
de fraze lungi si plictisitoare, care ar incepe fiecare cu
cuvintele “Nu cumva...” sau “Nu trebuie sﬁ 7. Acesti
alesi reduc credinta crestind la un “Nu...” inalt de doi
metri §i jumatate, care i depdseste pe toti. Dar cred-
inta crestind este viatd. Si viata nu se poate reduce la
interdictii. Viata nu se poate reduce la nimic altceva,
viata nu se poate ciunti sau deforma. Viata este viata.
Vlata crestind este sd i1 iubesti pe Dumnezeu gustand
incéd de pe pamant bucuriile vesniciei, si sd 1ti iubesti
aproapele, pregustind comuniunea cu toti ingerii i
sfintii. Viata crestind incepe cu un “Da...” mare, cu
un “Da...” pe care Dumnezeu l-a rostit atunci cénd,
din multa Sa dragoste, 1-a creat pe om. Atunci cand
vorbim despre bucuria Criaciunului, oricat de mult s-ar
indepérta oamenii zilelor noastre de trdirea duhovni-
ceascd a acestui praznic, nu ar trebui sd pornim de
la “Nu” -uri. Chiar dacad omul este iubitor de patimi,
chiar dacd omul isi doreste raiul numai prin vorbe, prin
fapte aratd contrariul. Scurta mea scrisoare vrea si v
ceard un singur lucru: lasati-i pe copii sd se bucure
de Sarbdtoarea Nagterii Domnului. $i dacd apare si
un “nu”, adicd rugdmintea de a nu le fi furatd aceastd
bucurie, motivul este cd prea multi parinti le pregitesc
copiilor un Créciun din care nu lipseste decat Hristos.
Nu imi doresc sd ma aseman “crestinilor alesi” despre
care am scris putin mai sus, si nu am de gand sa fac
un rechizitoriu al neopdgénismelor promovate de
mass-media cu ocazia sdrbdtori crestine. Nu pentru cd
1mi e teama ca voi fi ironizat (sunt situatii cand ironia
celorlalti dovedeste faptul cad spusele tale fi zgarie).
Ci pentru cé vreau doar ca dragostea pdarintilor sa fie
mai tare decét aceastd lume care incearcd sd dezbine
tot ce e frumos. Stim in ce lume plind de minciuni,
plind de compromisuri si de greutdti crestem noi. Tot
in ea vor creste si copiii nostri. “Nu suntem ingeri, $i
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nici copiii nostri nu sunt”. E adevarat, dar la fel de
adevdrat este si faptul cd nimic In lumea aceasta nu
poate implini sufletele decdt Dumnezeu. Si nu avem
dreptul de a-i lipsi pe copiii nostri de cunoagterea Lui.
Dacid ei vor simsi dragostea dumnezeiascd, dacd ei vor
intelege Taina Pruncului nascut in staulul Betleemului,
atunci in inimile lor se va aprinde un foc care va arde
toate gunoaiele pe care lumea aceasta incearcd sé le
ingramadeasca: focul credintei. Copiii au nevoie de
Criciun. Si noi avem nevoie. Toti avem nevoie de
implinire. Sa fim sinceri cu noi ingine: putem sd ne
min{im sotii sau sotiile, putem sd ne mintim prietenii
sau rudele, dar pe noi nu putem sd ne mintim (dacd am
ajuns s ne mintim $i pe noi, nu mai suntem oameni,
ci suntem roboti a cdror libertate “programata” nu
inseamna alegerea intre bine si rdu, ci alegerea intre
diferitele forme ale raului). Viata fard Dumnezeu este o
viatd stearpd. $i, dacd noi, din cauza patimilor noastre,
nu vrem sd cunoastem aceastd viatd, cel putin sd nu
le rdpim copiilor nostri posibilitatea de a o cunoaste.
Sa nu le transformdm Craciunul intr-o sarbitoare a
cadourilor.
“Si atunci, sa renuntam la cadouri?”

Nu, nu asta e solutia. Solutia este de a le da cadourilor
atentia cuvenitd, fard ca aceastd atentie sd goneascd
importanta praznuirii Nasterii Fiului lui Dumnezeu.
Peste cativa ani de zile, maginutele §i pdpugsile de astdzi
nu i vor ajuta sd reziste in jungla inconjuratoare. Da,
copiii nostri au nevoie de jucdrii (dar de jucdrii care
sd le dezvolte capacitatea psiho-motorie, nu sd le spele
creierul cum fac majoritatea jocurilor pe calculator).
Dar mai mult decat de jucdrii au nevoie sd cunoas-
cd mila lui Dumnezeu. Si, cunoscind dragostea lui
Dumnezeu, vor sti §i sd se bucure de cadourile primite,
si vor sti si sd aprecieze eforturile ficute de parinti
pentru a le procura aceste cadouri. Existd parinti bogati
care risipesc banii pe toate prostiile, §i care considerd
cd, dacd si-au ingropat copiii 1n teancuri de jucérii
acestia nu vor mai avea nevoie nici de pr1eten1 nici
de dragoste nici de Dumnezeu. indriznesc si le spun
cd nu 1si cunosc copiii. Am ramas foarte mirat cind
unul dintre copiii ai cdrui pdrinti sunt printre cei mai
instdriti din gradinitd mi-a spus: “Ce bine cd vin la
gradinitd... Acasd md simt ca intr-o inchisoare, numai
jucdrii, numai jocuri pe calculator. Aici am prieteni,
am cu cine sd md joc...” Si peste citeva minute a
continuat: “Ce mult Tmi place cand ne vorbiti despre
Dumnezeu. Simt liniste in suflet”. Imi pirea foarte
bine cd astfel de vorbe izvorau din mintea lui. Citisem
si auzisem multe despre modul in care este sufocata
copildria astdzi, despre influenta nefastd a jocurilor pe
calculator sau despre modul In care patima iubirii de
sine 1i stricd pe copii. Dar vocea sincera a baiatului de
la grddinita (care cu altd ocazie m-a rugat sa il duc la
bisericd, sd vada si el o slujba, cd parintii nu l-au dus
niciodatd) mi-a confirmat ci cele citite si auzite sunt
reale. Chiar daca unii parinti nu vor sa Inteleaga, copiii
au nevoie de Dumnezeu. Predénd religia la o gradinita
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simt din ce In ce mai clar acest lucru. Parintilor care
sunt sdraci, care nu pot sd le ofere copiilor darurile
pe care si le doresc de Créciun, le spun cd, dacd fi
vor creste in dreapta credintd, peste cétiva ani se vor
bucura clipd de clipd de ei: bucuria Crédciunului, ca
si bucuria Sfintelor Pagsti, nu va lipsi din casele lor:
pentru cd, prin vietile lor, crestinii sunt dovezi vii ale
Invierii lui Hristos. Peste ani, copiii lor vor pistra o
curdtie sufleteascd pe care bogatii necredinciosi nu
0 vor putea procura copiilor lor nici cu saci de bani.
Sunt pdrinte, am doi copii, si poate cd nu voi fi In
stare sd le ofer un Craciun asa cum cred cd ar trebui
sd aibd. Spovediti $i impartdsiti vor fi (i mi-as dori
sd stiu cd se vor putea impdrtdsi i cind vor ajunge la
varsta liceului), daruri vor primi. Dar asta nu este de
ajuns. S-ar putea ca priceperea mea §i a sotiei mele sa
nu dea rezultate bune. Dar eu nu incerc sd vd conving
sd vd cregteti copiii cum mi-i cresc eu. De aceea nici
nu vd dau prea multe sfaturi. Nﬁdﬁjduiesc cd, dacd
vetti intelege cétd nev01e au nevoie copiii vostri de
bucuria Criciunului, 1 veti ruga pe Dumnezeu si vi
lumineze cum sa i ajutap sd simtd aceastd bucurie.
Un singur lucru vd mai spun: mi-ag dori ca, vizind
voi bucuria Criciunului pe fetele lor sd vd dati seama
cd si voi puteti fi partasi acestei bucurii. Imi doresc
sd ﬁ‘g gelosi pe bucuria copiilor vostri si sd va doriti
sd trdifi (sau sa retrditi) aceastd bucurie. Se apropie
praznicul. Veniti cu inimile deschise. Spovediti-va si
impartésiti-va. Primifi-L. pe Hristos in inimile voas-
tre. Acum nu mai vin magii cu daruri la Hristos, ci
Hristos vine la magii care au plecat din diferite parti
ale lumii pacatului, ca sd Se ddruiasca fiecdruia dintre
ei in Intregime: Hristos bate la usa inimilor voastre.
Deschideti-I!
“Deschide usa, crestine...”
Danion Vasile

Extrase din cartea Bucuria Crdciunului

Tunderea 1n Monahism

Cont. de la pag 13

tre, purtdnd in inimi atmosfera de taind a migcatoarei
tunderi, la care am fost binecuvéntati sd participdm,
rugind pe Dumnezeu sd ne binecuvanteze Sfinta
Episcopie. Pot spune cd, seara aceasta de neuitat, m-a
ajutat sd congtientizez din nou de marea raspundere a
monahismului, reflectind mai ales la ireversibilitatea
jurdmintelor asumate de tandrul viitor ierarh, dar mai
cu seamad la crucea episcopatului, la care este de acum
chemat Preacuviosul Parinte Dr. Andrei. Toate acestea
n-am putut sd le ingrop doar in sufletul meu, ci m-am
strdduit s le consemnez $i spre folosul celor care au
fost cu noi doar in duh si rugdciune. ,,Miluieste-md
Dumnezeule dupd mare mila Ta!”
Pirintele Remus Grama
Catedrala Sf. Maria, Cleveland, Ohio
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Invﬁ;éturﬁ Catre Monabhii ...
Cont. de la pag 17

Lupta cu patimile prin osteneala ascezei

Hristos fuge de Irod, povatuindu-te si pe tine s fugi
de riscoalele trupului. Vine in Egipt, poruncindu-ti sd
surpi cu ostenelile ascezei sdltdrile patimilor si sd faci
sd Inceteze, cu amintirea gheenei, aprinderea trupului.

Deci, daca vei smeri
trupul prin chinul vietuirii
aspre si dacd vei lepdda
prin frica pedepselor omul
cel vechi stricat de poftele
ingeldciunii [Efes 4,22],
vei auzi si tu: ,Mergi in
pdmantul lui Israel” [Mt
2,20], adicd al mintii care
vede pe Dumnezeu. Fiindca
au murit gandurile placerii,
care cautd sd omoare sufle-
tul devenit prunc potrivit lui
Hristos si care vietuieste in
Hristos, vei auzi si aceasta:
»Dacd nu va veti 1ntoarce si

nu va veti face ca acesti copii, nu veti intra in Impa—
rdtia cerurllor” [Mt 18,3], si iardsi: ,,LasaglAcopm sa
vind la Mine, céci a unora ca acestia este Imparatia
cerurilor” [Mt 19,14].

Cici intr-adevar infrinarea poruncitd si amintirea
staruitoare a mortii, a focului vesnic §i a celorlalte
pedepse biciuiesc cugetul trupului, il omoard si dau
sufletului sd vietuiascd viata ascunsd in Hristos [Col
3,3], ducindu-l la cunoasterea duovniceascd, care €
pamantul mintii care se roagd curat, ca i tu sd poti
spune impreund cu Apostolul: ,,Nu mai vietuiesc eu,
ci Hristos vietuieste in mine” [Gal 2,20], Care e bi-
necuvantat in vecii vecilor. Amin!».

Florin Ristache
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