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PASTORAL/PARISH
CHANGES

CLERGY

ANTONESCU, Rev. Fr. Cosmin, was released
from his duties as Parish Priest of St. Mary Church,
Portland, OR and assigned Parish Priest of Holy Cross
Church, Alexandria VA and St. Andrew Mission, Po-
tomac MD, effective November 1, 2014.

CAPSA, Rev. Fr. Constantin lustin, who had
been transferred to the Church of Romania effective
February 6, 2012, was accepted by the Episcopate
Council into the ranks of the clergy of the Romanian
Orthodox Episcopate of America from the Church of
Romania, effective September 5, 2014, and attached
to Holy Trinity Church, Los Angeles CA.

HOARSTE, Rev. Fr. Dan, who is attached to St.
Mary Chapel, Grass Lake MI, was approved by the
Episcopate Congress on September 6, 2014 as a Vicar
of the Episcopate and assigned to the newly-established
Vicariate of Canada.

IOAN, Rev. Fr. Codrut, who was assigned Parish
Priest of Holy Brancoveanu Martyrs Mission, Montreal
QC, was released from his duties, effective May 25,
2014, and remains unassigned.

MUNCEAN, V. Rev. Archimandrite L onghin, was
accepted by the Episcopate Council into the ranks of
the clergy of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of
Americafrom the Church of Romania, and assigned to
Holy Archangels Michael & Gabriel Mission, Haledon
NJ, effective September 5, 2014.

MUNTEANU, Rev. Fr. Alin, wasreleased from his
duties as Parish Priest of Elevation of the Holy Cross
Mission, Phoenix AZ, and assigned Parish Priest of
Holy Nativity Church, Chicago IL, effective October
15, 2014.

OANCEA, Archdeacon David, who is attached to
St. Mary Chapel, Grass Lake MI, was approved by the
Episcopate Congress on September 6, 2014 as a Vicar

Continued on page 7
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OCA HoLy SyNOD ISSUES
PRELIMINARY RESPONSE TO
CANONICAL RESTRUCTURING PROPOSALS

%
E
S
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[Syosset, NY] A Preliminary Response of the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church
in America to proposals with regard to canonical restructuring, a topic of discussion at the fifth
meeting of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of Americain
Dallas, TX, September 15-19, 2014, wasissued and distributed to all bishops on September 17.

The text of the Preliminary Response reads as follows.

PRELIMINARY RESPONSE OF THE HOLY SYNOD OF BISHOPS OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH IN
AMERICA TO THE PROPOSALS FOR CANONICAL RESTRUCTURING

September 17, 2014

“The light of Orthodoxy was not lit to shine only
on a small number of men. The Orthodox Church is
universal; it remembers the words of its Founder: * Go
ye unto all the world, and preach the Gospel to every
creature....” [Mark 16:15]. We ought to share our spir-
itual wealth, our truth, light, and joy with others who
are deprived of these blessings, but often are seeking
them and thirsting for them...” [ . Tikhon, Patriarch
of Moscow and Enlightener of North America Homily
for the Sunday of Orthodoxy, 1903, San Francisco].

The fourth gathering of the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops in North America (ACOB) took
place on September 17-19, 2013 in Chicago, Illinois.
At that meeting, the Committee for Canonical Re-
gional Planning presented a Proposal for Canonical
Administrative Restructuring, which was discussed in
detail at several sessions by the assembled bishops.

According to the minutes of Assembly 1V, “there
was a general sense that there was no agreement on
the proposed model at this time, but that the model
was a good starting point for further discussion and
development.” In addition, the suggestion was made
that, “following the conclusion of Assembly 1V, there
should be discussion within each jurisdiction about
the proposals.”

Morerecently, the Committee for Canonical Regional
Planning forwarded to all the bishops of the Assembly
an updated proposal for canonical restructuring in our
region along with a second unsolicited proposal from
an interested group outside of the Committee. These
are being discussed at our Assembly gathered here
in Dallas. Several jurisdictions have already offered
responses to the most recent proposals or expanded
on the comments they have made about last year's
Proposal.

TheHoly Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church
SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2014

in Americais presently considering its own fuller and

more comprehensive contribution to the present dis-

cussion but offers the following points as an outline
of some principleswhich wefeel should be considered
by the brothers of the Assembly:

1. TheHoly Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church
in America remains committed to the work of the
Assembly of Bishopsandisgrateful tothe Most Holy
Patriarchs and Primates for initiating the process
that has taken us from the Fourth Pre-Conciliar Pan
Orthodox Conference in Chambésy, Switzerland in
June of 2009 to our present expectation of a Great
and Holy Council in 2016.

2. We likewise remain supportive of the efforts of the
Assembly of Bishops within our region, which has
met now for five years in a row, in a spirit of mutual
love and respect, with a view to fulfill the mandate
of the “swift healing of every canonical anomaly”
in our region and to propose, by consensus, a plan
for canonical reorganization to be submitted in
time for the Great and Holy Council [Message of
the Patriarchs 3.12].

3. In particular, we offer sincere thanks to Archbishop
Nicolae, the Chairman of the Canonical Regional
Planning Committee, along with all its members and
consultants, for their excellent initiative and work
to date. We recognize the exhaustive research and
complex reflection that were required to address
the issue of canonical organization in our region.
We al so acknowl edge the many hours of discussion
and review that have gone into the drafting of the
initial 2013 proposal and the subsequent proposals
presented to this Assembly.

4. We also would like to acknowledge the concerns
expressed on the two proposals that we are con-
sidering here in Dallas, including those referring
specifically to the canonical implications of the

Continued on page 6
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82ND EPISCOPATE CONGRESS CELEBRATES
HIERARCHAL ANNIVERSARIES AND
AcCTS TO SUPPORT EPISCOPATE ACTIVITIES

GRASS LAKE, MI - The 82nd Annual Episcopate
Congress of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of
America, aDiocese of the Orthodox Churchin America,
took place on September 5-7, 2014 at the Diocesan
Center “Vatra Romaneasca’ (Romanian Hearth). This
year marked 100 years since the birth of His Emi-
nence, Archbishop Valerian and the 30" Anniversary
of the Enthronement of His Eminence, Archbishop
Nathaniel as Ruling Hierarch of the Episcopate. Sts.
Peter & Paul Parish, Dearborn Heights, Michigan,
hosted the Congress.

Thethree days of events began on Friday, September
5in St. Mary Pioneer Chapel with the Akathist Hymn
to Bishop Policarp. The Clergy Conference followed
at the Valerian D. Trifa Romanian-American Heritage
Center. After the meeting, Vespers was celebrated in
the Chapel. At 7:00 pm, the Episcopate Council met
in session in the Chancery Office to review the Report
to Congress and other matters related to the Congress
Sessions to take place the following day, as well as
the usual work of the Council.

Delegates participating in the Memorial Service.

On Saturday, September 6, the Congress began at
9:30 am. with the Invocation of the Holy Spirit, fol-
lowed by Roll Call and the Verification of Mandates,
the Call to Order and Appointment of Secretaries and
Tellers. Following lengthy discussion and motions
on the seating of particular delegates, the assembled
delegates voted to accept Holy Archangels Michael
& Gabriel Church, Haledon NJ, as a new Mission of
the Episcopate. Approval of the Agenda for the 82™
Congress and of the Minutes of the 81% Congress
followed. Following introductory comments by Pro-
topresbyter Laurence Lazar on the 30" Anniversary of
Archbishop Nathaniel’s Archpastorate, His Eminence
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Fr. Cosmin Antonescu addressesthe Congress.

presented his Address to the Congress, after which he
presented a special medallion, designed by V. Rev. Fr.
Laurence Lazar, to all the delegates in commemora-
tion of the 100" Anniversary of Archbishop Valerian.
The narrative reports in the Report to the Congress
were then reviewed and passed, as were the Financial
reports. The session then recessed for a memorial
service in St. Mary Cemetery followed by lunch in
the Tower Pavillion.

After lunch, the Congress resumed and the CPA -au-
dited financial reports were accepted. The Episcopate
Council’s Finance Committee, headed by Rev. Fr. David
Subu, then reported its findings after having completed
aten-year (2004-2013) analysis of Episcopateincome
and expenses. Essentially, due to many factors [an-
nual per capita assessments ($60) have remained the
same; number of communities (especially missions)
has increased but overall reported membership has
remained the same; U.S. inflation has increased 21%;
Congress mandated addition of new staff positions
without providing a means to pay salaries|, the Epis-
copate has been forced to use reserve funds to cover
the increased expenses, with an average deficit of
$25,000 per year for the last ten years. Conclusion:
With reserve funds nearly depleted, the Episcopate is
no longer able to conduct business as usual without
increasing revenue. Recommendation to the Episcopate
Congress:. 1) Parishes - An immediate increase of per
capita assessments of $15 for 2014 (thus, $75 per
capita due in January 2015). 2) Missions established
for 5 or more years will be assessed at the same rate
as parishes ($75 per capita due in January 2015), and
upon payment, upgraded to parish status with all the
rights and obligations pertaining thereto. Additionally,
the Episcopate Council isworking toward along-term
solution by: @) Implementing simple but meaningful
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His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel, with V. Rev. Fr. Laurence Lazar, presenters V. Rev. Dr. Remus Grama & Dr. Dennis Ghindia, and
members of the Archbishop Valerian Choir of St. George Cathedral at the Commemorative Program in celebration of the 100" Anniver-
sary since the birth of Archbishop Valerian (Trifa) of blessed memory.

financial reporting procedures for all parishes and
missions (a financial report form will be sent out to be
completed for 2014 finances). b) Transitioning towards
a percentage-based assessment (instead of per capita)
for all parishes, once a fair rate can be established.
The Finance Committee concluded its report by noting
that the recommendations were incorporated into the
Proposed 2015 Budget, so that approval of that budget
would constitute acceptance of the recommendations
and would allow the Episcopate to do the following:
1) Fund Congress-mandated staff positions, the Dept.
of Missions and the Dept. of Youth and Young Adult
Ministry. 2) Restore Episcopate financial reserves,
reduce debts and rebuild future potential. 3) Fulfill
the vision of the founders, faithful hierarchs Policarp
and Valerian of blessed memory, and their spiritual
children. 4) Make overdue and necessary repairs and
capital improvements to Vatra Romaneasca, so that
it may be the spiritual center of our Episcopate for
generations to come. Lively discussion followed the
presentation, with several speakers in support of a
percentage-based assessment.

Under New Business, Archbishop Nathaniel pre-
sented a recommendation that the Episcopate Council
had approved at its meeting the night before: the re-
formulation of the existing eight Deaneries into four
Vicariates. The Archbishop explained that the Deanery
structure does not allow for frequent enough visits to
the parishes due to the fact that the Deans have their
own parish responsibilities on Sundays. Therefore,
each Vicariate would have a Vicar to care for the
parishes in that region: West, Central States, East and
Canada. The recommendation was passed. Archbishop
Nathaniel then explained that Bishop Irineu would be
in charge of the West, and he (Archbishop Nathan-
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iel) would oversee the East. To cover the other two
regions, Central States and Canada, he proposed the
appointment of Archdeacon David Oancea and Rev.
Fr. Dan Hoarste, members of the Chancery staff, as
Vicars. The proposal was passed.

Next on the agenda was the Proposed Budget for
2015 which includes the increase in dues of $15 per
capita for parishes and $45 per capita for Missions
which have been established for over five years and
will be upgraded to Parish status. Delegates were
informed that approval of this budget would be an
approval of the increases as a whole for the sake of
efficiency and clarity of what the final figures would
look like. After discussion, the Congress approved
the 2015 Budget.

The final motion of the day was made by Rev.
Deacon Dan Chirtu: “The Congress acknowledges and

Continued on page 12
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Clergy processing from St. Mary Chapel following the Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy.
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OCA ... continued from page 3

proposals, the duty of the Mother Churches to pas-
torally care for the flock of their particular ethnic
and cultural heritage and the need to address current
variations in pastoral and ecclesiastical practice.
These are legitimate concerns that must be carefully
addressed in any plan that is put forward. We also
emphasize that the principle of consensus, which
has been operative on the global level through the
Synaxes of the Holy Patriarchs and the Chambésy
process, as well as within our own Assembly, must
be preserved as we look to finalize our Assembly’s
proposal to the Great and Holy Council.

5. We note that the two proposals most recently
distributed to the bishops articulate two different
approaches to the question of canonical restruc-
turing. The first (from the Committee) proposed a
10-year path towards a potential autocephaly via
an interim status of autonomy to be overseen by all
the Primates of the Orthodox Churches. The second
(from an unsolicited source) proposes asimilar 10-
year plan but with the emphasis on common and
concerted joint local effort of the members of the
Assembly in addressing a number of specific areas
(pension, theological education, missions, etc.).

6. Although both plans present concrete solutions,
the Holy Synod of the OCA feels that both options
require further discussion and analysis both within
the Assembly and within each of our respective
jurisdictions. Nevertheless, in terms of a principle
of approach, we remain committed to the vision
of a fully functioning and canonical local Church
in our region. Therefore, we continue to maintain
the principle that the best solution for this region
is a canonically and administratively united local
Church with a properly functioning Holy Synod.

7. We acknowledge that the status of the Orthodox
Church in America as an autocephalous Church
is not universally recognized within the Orthodox
world. We likewise re-affirm that we do not con-
sider our autocephaly as an obstacle to a broader
autocephaly, which is, in fact, envisioned within
the Tomos of Autocephaly, granted to us by the
Russian Orthodox Church. In the words of His
Eminence, Archbishop Dmitri, of blessed memo-
ry, who was bishop here in Dallas: The Orthodox
Church in America is autocephalous not in order
to be self-sufficient and isolated, but in order to
be in living communion and close contact with
all Orthodox Churches... The Orthodox Church in
America received autocephaly not in order to be
master of Orthodox unity in America but in order
to be a servant of this unity.

8. At the same time, the Holy Synod of the Orthodox
Churchin Americafully acknowledgesthat attention
needs to be legitimately directed to the question of
the pastoral and administrative care of particular
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ethnic/cultural groups; the cooperative work that
has been undertaken by all the brothers gathered
here, not only through the work of the Assembly,
its Committees and Agencies, but for many decades
before. We are confident that the universal dimension
of the Orthodox Church, reflected in the beautiful
diversity of the Orthodox presence in the United
States, should remain a hallmark of our Church
here. Is it not possible that an administratively
united Church might offer a more effective means
to collectively and in brotherly fashion assist the
bishops of the Assembly in the care of the diversity
of our faithful?

9. As such, we ask our brothers of the Assembly to
consider a broader question: For what purpose has
God, in His infinite Wisdom and Providence, brought
us together in this country? I's our answer a positive
responseto the Lord’s commandment to “ preach the
Gospel to every creature”? |s our answer to ook to
the model provided by St. Tikhon at the turn of the
last century, and to “share our spiritual wealth ...
with others who are deprived of these blessings’?
In His High Priestly Prayer in St. John's Gospel,
our Lord Jesus Christ prays to the Father and asks
that “they may be one, as we are”. How is this to
be realized if we place limits on our responsibility
to be the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church?
St. Paul tells the Galatians that “ There is neither
Jew nor Greek ... for you are al one in Christ
Jesus’ [Gal. 3:28]. Does this not direct us to see
no difference between the immigrant from Russia
and the one from Indonesia, between the one from
Africa and the one from Central America? Does
this not direct usto see the Agnostic, the Protestant,
the Buddhist or Taoist in the same way we see the
marginal Orthodox Christian?

For these reasons, the Holy Synod of Bishops of
the Orthodox Church in America strongly urges that
all efforts continue to be made by the Assembly to
fulfill the expectation of the Most Holy Primates, as
re-iterated by HisAll-Holiness, Patriarch Bartholomew,
in his inspiring address to us this morning, that we
offer a proposal which “moves beyond words to ac-
tions” and which “puts our theology into practice.”
We submit that the most clear and direct path to this
goal is the establishment of a local autocephalous
Orthodox Church here in our region and recommend
this to the Assembly for their consideration as the
most effective way to fulfill the exhortation of His All
Holiness. “To move beyond what is mine and yours,
to what is ours.”
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PRESENTATION
CHURCH SERVES
THE NEEDY IN
AKRON, OHIO
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Presentatlon of Our Lord Parish members prepare lunches
for homeless veterans.

On Sunday September 7, 2014, the members of
AKROY (Akron Romanian Orthodox Youth) joined
by their parents and a host of the members of The
Presentation of Our Lord Parish gathered in the social
hall to assemble over 700 lunch bags to be served
at the 9" Annual Summit County Stand Down For
Homeless Veterans in the Akron/Summit County
Ohio community.

Members of the Stand Down Committee arrived
to assist and were totally amazed at what our young
members and the families of our parish were able to
accomplish. In less than 45 minutes, all of the sand-
wiches were prepared, the lunch bags were assembled
(with asandwich, fresh fruit, abag of snacks and con-
diments for the sandwiches) and placed in containers
for delivery to the Stand Down site.

This year's Stand Down, held on September 9,
realized the largest number of veterans in need of
assistance, 462 veterans served with 21 of those
being women. An array of clothing, boots, coats, un-
dergarments for men and women, blankets, toiletries
and personal hygiene supplies. A great number of
the personal grooming/hygiene items were provided
through the efforts of one of the AKROY members,
Mr. Zachary Codrea; and his efforts were recognized
in our local newspaper, The Akron Beacon Journal.

The Presentation of Our Lord parish takes great
pride in our young members who have undertaken to
serve both “The Copley Fairlawn Share-a-Christ-
mas’ for thosein need in our local community and the
homeless veterans. Our young members spearheaded
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Pastoral/Parish Changes
Continued from page 2

of the Episcopate and assigned to the newly-established
Vicariate of the Central States.

PAUN, V. Rev. Fr. Dumitru, was released from
his duties as Parish Priest of St. Andrew Mission,
Potomac MD and granted a medical leave of absence
effective August 27, 2014.

PELIN, Rev. Fr. Cezar, was accepted by the
Episcopate Council into the ranks of the clergy of
the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America from
the Church of Romania, effective September 5, 2014,
and assigned to Holy Hierarch Varlaam, Metropolitan
of Moldova Mission in New Brunswick, Canada, a
mission in the process of formation.

PETRESCU, V. Rev. Fr. Aurel, wasreleased from
his duties as Parish Priest of St. Philothea of Arges
Mission, Hagerstown MD, and temporarily assigned
to serve Holy Cross Church, Alexandria VA, effective
March 15, 2014. He wasreleased from his temporary
assignment to Holy Cross Church, Alexandria VA,
effective October 31, 2014, and awaits reassignment.

PROCA, Rev. Fr. Dumitru, was accepted into
the ranks of the clergy of the Romanian Orthodox
Episcopate of America by the Episcopate Council on
September 5, 2013, and attached to St. Elias Mis-
sion, Anjou QC. On May 25, 2014, he was assigned
Parish Priest of Holy Brancoveanu Martyrs Mission,
Montreal QC.

SATNOIANU, Deacon lonel, was ordained into
the Holy Priesthood by His Eminence, Archbishop
NATHANIEL, on January 5, 2014, at St. Mary Ca-
thedral, Cleveland OH, and assigned Assistant Parish
Priest there.

URSICA, Hierodeacon | OAN, assigned to Ascen-
sion of the Lord Monastery, Clinton M1, was suspended
from all diaconal functions, effective April 19, 2014.

PARISHES
St. Athanasiusthe Great Mission, NapervillelL,
was accepted as a Mission under the jurisdiction of
the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of Americaby the
Episcopate Council on March 29, 2014.

Holy Archangels Michael & Gabriel Mission,
Haledon NJ, was accepted as a Mission under the
jurisdiction of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate
of America by the Episcopate Council on September
5, 2014.

St. John the Evangelist Mission, Claremont CA,
was closed, effective November 1, 2014.

a Pancake Breakfast five years ago and have donated
$5,373.50 in that time to each of these worthwhile
community services.
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THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH

an

Following a meeting with alocal representative of
the Duke of Edinburgh Award Program, Mary Thorne,
now president of the Parish Council of the Saint
George Orthodox Church in Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada, volunteered to be the advisor for the youth
in the parish desiring to participate in this program.

TheAward Program was devel oped by Prince Philip
of England. Its aims are: to encourage and stimulate
self-reliance and self-discipline, perseverance and
determination, initiative and creativity, community
involvement and social responsibility, spirit of ad-
venture, fitness of body and mind, life skills, inter-
national understanding and awareness. There are four
components of the Award: physical fitness, skills,
community service and adventurous journey. There

AWARD PROGRAM

s, 4 3 - -
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are three levels: bronze, silver and gold.

In fulfilling their commitment, the youth have:
raised thousands of dollars for the Orthodox Chris-
tian Mission Center (OCMC), International Orthodox
Christian Charities (I0CC) and other charities; hel ped
out in a food kitchen; collected food for Christmas
hampers and a food bank; visited veterans and chil-
dren in hospitals.

The following is an account by Mary Thorne of
a recent skills and adventurous journey component
exercise (Note: She was assisted by her husband, Da-
vid Thorne, her sister Tamara MacL ellan, her brother
Timothy MacLellan, and Mitchel Driver, a father of
one of the youths).

Protopresbyter Mirone R. Klysh

Camp - 2014

We all were up early on Tuesday morning, not
knowing what the day would bring. Most of the
campers had never canoed before; or, if they did, not
on a trek that we were about to embark upon. | am
sure the owners of the canoes were covering their
eyes as they watched the six canoes take off from
the shore. It took a bit to adjust to our partners in
the canoes and to get the handle on how to keep the
canoe relatively straight. However, before long, we
reached the first tunnel. This is one of the prettiest
canoe routes in Manitoba; and, | would go out on a
l[imb to say, even in Canada. It took us through wild
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rice fields, which some of us had difficulty getting out
of. Then, we went through the second tunnel, also a
cool experience. When it started to rain, we headed
for the first available island and camped out.

We returned to Caddy L ake the next day and stayed
at the provincial campground. We needed to get
our sleep, as we had a long trek ahead of us on the
Trans-Canada Trail from Caddy Lake to Falcon Lake.
It is about twenty-four kilometers of up and down
terrain, but, also very beautiful. We survived setting
up and taking down camp every day. It reminded me
of what it would have been like for the Israelites on
their way to the Promised Land. A new word was
SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2014



Canoeing

created during our trip: “E-lent” or fasting from the
use of electronic equipment. I don’t think that the
E-gadgets were missed, as we were pretty tired by
the end of the day.

Thisisour third year of camping together. | cannot
believe that we are the same group that started out at
Bird’ s Hill with onetent and ameal plan that consisted
of kolbasa, bacon, eggs and bread. We have come a
long way, especially in how the youth have becometrue
leaders. On this trip, | never set up a tent or cooked
or cleaned; and, | never had to tell anyone to do it.
The gang pitched in and helped and worked until the
work was done. | didn't hear any complaining, even
when we were so tired of canoeing and the rain was
pouring, and Tim had tipped Tammy, while she was
still in the canoe. So many virtues can be practiced
without people even realizing what excellence we dis-
played as Christians. We cleaned up campsites better
than we found them. The canoes were returned clean
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and with all the equipment inside. We prayed together
every morning and every night. It was awesome!

We also learned one of the best lessons of all on the
trip. Tim shifted in the canoe and hisand Tammy’s stuff
got dumped into the lake. Tim very quickly grabbed
Tam's stuff and then his, and we dumped the water
out of the canoe. | found out afterward that Tammy’s
stuff stayed dry. However, everything that Tim brought
was on the clothesline soaking wet, except for one
pair of socks. Tim had given her those socks, as they
were the only dry things that he had to give. What a
lesson in brotherly lovel

Mary Thorne
“Wannabee Voyageur”

NEwW 50™ ANNIVERSARY EDITION OF THE

PorTA BUNA COOKBOOK
$14.00 ea. — U.S. Funds

Make check payable to:
ST. MARY’'S SOCIETY
c/o Marie Sandru
3097 W 230th ST
NORTH OLMSTED OH 44070

ADDRESS CHANGE

Send your change of addresses to:
SOLIA, PO BOX 185
GRASS LAKE, M1 49240 USA
or solia@roea.org
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ASSEMBLY OF BisHoOPS ISSUES
MESSAGE TO THE FAITHFUL,
STATEMENT ON MIDDLE EAST

TR

i

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America concluded its fifth annual meet-
ing on September 18, 2014, in Dallas, Texas. The Assembly issued a Message to the Faithful and a Statement

on the Middle East (see texts below).

In other business, the Assembly reviewed and approved the 2015 budget. Assembly VI will be held September

15-17, 2015. The location is to be determined.

Documents pertaining to Assembly V, including the minutes, 2015 budget and committee reports, will be
forthcoming on the Assembly’s website (assemblyofbishops.org).

M essage to the Faithful
To our beloved Orthodox Christian faithful throughout the United States of America:
[Let us] maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 4.3).

Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

We, the members of the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America,
gathered in Dallas, Texas, for our fifth annual meeting
on September 16-18, 2014, greet you with paternal
love, as we offer glory and thanks to our Triune God.

Thirty-eight bishops convened in the unity of our
holy Orthodox faith, mindful of our responsibility to
each other and to the whole Church as the Body of
Christ. We opened our Assembly with the celebration
of the Divine Liturgy and the sharing of the Holy Eu-
charist at the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in
Dallas TX as guests of our host, Metropolitan Isaiah
of Denver. Even as our Church honors the holy and
precious Cross, we celebrate the universal and defin-
itive victory of God over evil, sin and death.

We express our deep gratitude to all those who
labored for this fifth annual Assembly Meeting. We
recognize the new First Vice-Chairman of the Assem-
bly, Metropolitan Joseph, Primate of the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America,
recently elected to succeed Metropolitan Philip of
blessed memory. May our Lord Jesus Christ grant
eternal repose to our brother and concelebrant Met-
ropolitan Philip. The Assembly also welcomes its
Second Vice-Chairman, newly consecrated Bishop John
of Naro-Fominsk, Administrator of the Patriarchate
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of Moscow’s parishes in America, and expresses its
thanks to Archbishop Justinian, who has returned to
Russia. Finally, we greet the latest member of our
Assembly, Bishop Saba, representing the parishes of
the Patriarchate of Georgia in the USA.

In the opening session, our chairman Archbishop
Demetrios underlined our responsibility as bishopsin
witnessing to the Gospel and manifesting God’s love
in our world. Therefore, in our conversations carried
out in a spirit of mutual trust and fraternity, we fo-
cused on issues related to the role of our Church in
society, such asthe advancement of religious education
and relations with other churches and religions. We
heard reports from the directors of the Assembly’s
seven agencies, with an overview of their history and
current activities. The agencies include the Interna-
tional Orthodox Christian Charities (I0CC), Orthodox
Christian Mission Center (OCMC), Orthodox Christian
Network (OCN), Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF),
Orthodox Christian Education Commission (OCEC),
Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM), and
Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting (EOCS).

In particular, we recognized our responsibility to
address primarily domestic but also, by extension,
global issues as the Orthodox Christian community
of a nation that plays a decisive role in our world.
We are cognizant of this vocation and obligation,
SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2014



especially as we await the Holy and Great Synod of
the Orthodox Autocephal ous Churches scheduled for
the Spring of 2016 in Istanbul. Over the next months,
we shall have the opportunity to submit specific rec-
ommendations and proposals for consideration by the
Synod, through its special Pan-Orthodox Preparatory
Committee, with a view to overcoming existing ca-
nonical anomalies in the United States. We reaffirm
our commitment to the decisions of the Primates of
the Orthodox A utocephal ous Churches and the Pan-Or-
thodox Preconciliar Conferences. In this regard, we
engaged in constructive deliberation on the vision of
our Church in the United States in light of Orthodox
ecclesiology and canon law, but also in view of recent
immigration developments and trends.

In declaring our common faith and professing
our pastoral witness, we pray for the families of our
faithful, who face unprecedented and unfathomable
challenges from diverse contemporary societal trends,
especially as a result of the increasing eclipse of the
Christian family and its traditional values. Therefore,
we emphasize the primacy and priority of the family
in Christian life, remembering that the first man and
woman created in the image and likeness of God con-
stituted afamily, that the Incarnate Word was born into
a family, and that the crucified Lord was concerned
about Hisfamily on the precious and life-giving Cross.

Finally, we agreed on the following resolutions:

1) We unanimously agreed on our fervent support
for the convocation of the Holy and Great Council in
2016 and entreat all those responsiblefor itsrealization
to work in a spirit of unity and harmony in order to
bring this blessed occasion to fruition without any
delay or hindrance.

2) We deplore the ongoing violence and extreme
bloodshed throughout the world. In the Middle East,
hostility and brutality are occurring among members
of different religions, sometimes supposedly in the
name of religion. We pray for peace and justicein this
region, for protection of Christian and other minori-
ties in the ancient lands of Syria, Iraq, and Palestine,
as well as for the cessation of racial discrimination,

partisan extremism, and religious fanaticism. We es-
pecially decry the violence of the so-called Islamic
State, commending our brothers and sisters in the
region to work as apostles of peace.

3) In Ukraine, we have watched for months with
mounting dismay and grief the armed conflict and
unjustifiable bloodshed among our own brothers and
sisters. We appeal to a humanitarian response to the
innocent victims of this conflict. We call upon all
parties to deepen the present truce; may church and
government leaders in the region be a force of re-
straint and reconciliation. We pray for dialogue and
understanding in this land, whose Christian roots date
to over one thousand years ago. May God bring unity
and peace to the church and people in Ukraine.

4) We fervently appeal once again for the release
of our brother bishops in Syria, the Greek Orthodox
Metropolitan Paul Yazigi (brother of His Beatitude
Patriarch John X of Antioch) and the Syriac Orthodox
Archbishop John Ibrahim, as well as of all kidnapped
persons.

5) Moreover, we regret that our brother Archbishop
Jovan of Ohrid remains imprisoned in the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and we implore the
authoritiesin FY ROM for aprompt and fair resolution
to this issue.

6) We are deeply concerned about the reported
dramatic rise of those who label themselves as reli-
giously indifferent, agnostic or atheist. We commit
ourselves to raising greater awareness and striving to
more ardent preaching of the Christian gospel, while
calling upon our faithful to increase their vigilance
and continue growing in their understanding of our
Church'’s teaching and tradition.

In conclusion, we ask for the prayers of our pre-
cious and beloved Orthodox faithful, as we continue
the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ, who went about
all Galilee, teaching in the synagogues, proclaiming
the Gospel of the Kingdom, and healing every disease
and every infirmity among the people (Matt. 4.23).
May the abundant blessings of our merciful God be
with you all.

Statement on the Middle East
Blessed are the peacemakers (Matt. 5.9).

We, the members of the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America,
gathered in Dallas, Texas, on September 16-18, 2014,
prayed “for the peace of the whole world” (from the
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom) and decried
the brutal and bloody violence in the Middle East.

The barbarity perpetrated against Christians, Muslims
and vulnerable communitiesin the Middle East by the
self-named Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) as
well as other jihadist groups has claimed numerous
innocent lives and driven countless people from their
SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2014

homes. It has al so threatened the existence of Christian
communities, which enjoy an uninterrupted presence
therefor over two thousand years. Recent hostility not
only against Christians and Yazidis, but also against

Muslims, has shocked the entire civilized world.
Echoing the statement of His Beatitude Patriarch
John X of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch
and All the East as well as the other Patriarchs of
the East (August 14, 2014), we lament and denounce
the egregious and barbarous incidents in the area,
Continued on page 12
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Assem bly ... Continued from page 11

including religious intolerance and fanaticism, that
erode the social fabric and unity of the region, de-
stroying churches, shrines and monuments, which are
the common heritage of all Christians and, indeed,
all humanity.

Along with His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, “we cannot remain indifferent or silent
before suchirrational persecution, cultural intolerance
and appalling loss of life, especially when caused
by religious hatred and racial hostility” (August 13,
2014). The recent horrific events in Iraq and Syria,
Libyaand Egypt, and especially in Palestine and L eb-
anon, demonstrate the dire consequences of remaining
complacent in the face of evil.

In this regard, we affirm the Message of the Primates
of the Orthodox Autocephalous Churches (March 9,
2014), which called “for the immediate cessation of
military action, liberation of captives, and establishment
of peace in the region through dialogue,” stressing
“that Christians in the Middle East are a leaven of
peace” and emphasizing that “peace for all people
also means peace for Christians.”

Therefore:

1) We affirm our solidarity with and pray for the
safety of Christians in the Middle East, committing
ourselves to work for peace and justice in the region.

2) We support international efforts to resolve the
| srael-Palestine issue, ensuring the security, freedom
and human rights of their peoples, and bringing peace
to the Holy Land.

3) We encourage all people of good will to support
agencies, already hard at work throughout the region,
in their efforts to assist the displaced populations in
order that they may return to their homes.

4) We urge governments and authorities to insist
upon the fundamental human rights and religious
freedom of all, urgently establish the rule of law, and
immediately desist from supporting extremist groups
and oppressive governments whether through financial
means or military arms.

5) We urge the United Nations and the international
community, and especialy the government of our
United States of America, to establish policies that
promote peace and justice for all in the region, while
refraining from all forms of violence.

6) We firmly reiterate our call for the immediate
release of our brothers, the Greek Orthodox M etropol -
itan Paul Yazigi and the Syriac Orthodox Archbishop
John lbrahim, both of Aleppo in Syria, who were
kidnapped on April 22, 2013, as well as the release
of all innocent captives.

Finally, above and beyond our appeal and prayer
for peace and justice, mindful that “what is impossi-
ble with men is possible with God” (Luke 18.27), we
place our ultimate hope in “God, who is the source
of peace” (Rom. 16.20).
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EVANGELISM ON
THE TRAIN

If | wereto meet you on atrain and ask you,
“What is the center of the Christian message?,”
how would you succinctly put that?

“l believe in a God who loves humankind so
intensely, so totally, that he chose himself to become
human. Therefore, | believein Jesus Christ asfully
and truly God, but also totally and unreservedly
one of us, fully human. And | would say to you,
the love of God is so great that Christ died for
us on the cross. But love is stronger than death,
and so the death of Jesus was followed by his
resurrection. | am a Christian because | believe
in the great love of God that led him to become
incarnate, to die and to rise again. That’s my faith.
All of this is made immediate to us through the
continuing action of the Holy Spirit.”

Metropolitan Kallistos Ware
Interview in “Christianity Today,” July 6, 2011

82nd Episcopate Congress ...

Continued from page 5

condemns the persecution and killing of Christians and
other people on a large scale throughout the world.”
The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned.

After Vespers and Dinner, the Delegates assembled
in St. Mary Chapel for a commemorative program in
celebration of the 100" Anniversary since the birth of
Archbishop Valerian (Trifa) of blessed memory. Re-
marks were made by: Protopresbyter Laurence L azar,
Archpriest Remus Grama and Dr. Dennis Ghindia,
followed by an Address by His Eminence, Archbishop
Nathaniel. Choral selections were performed by an
Ensemble of the “Archbishop Valerian” Choir of the
Diocesan Cathedral of Saint George, directed by John
Eugene Lazar as well as a Clergy Choral Ensemble
directed by Rev. Fr. Cosmin Antonescu. Attendees
enjoyed the tasteful program and received a beautiful,
pictorial album to commemorate the event. Following
the program, some del egates remained to enjoy dancing
in the Tower Pavillion.

On Sunday morning, the traditional procession of
the hierarchs preceded by the cross, banners of the
National Auxiliaries, the Choir and clergy wound from
the Bishop’s Residence to the Chapel where the Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy was concelebrated by Archbishop
Nathaniel and Bishop Irineu, assisted by the priests
and deacons. Following the Liturgy, the Archbishop
introduced the clergy and then all processed to the
Tower Pavillion for the closing banquet.

SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2014



IOCC CoONFERENCE CULTIVATES SERVICE
LEADERSHIP OF ORTHODOX YOUTH

Baltimore, MD (IOCC) — When record rainfall
drenched the Midwest in July and triggered massive
flooding of communities across Minnesota and lowa,
teen volunteersfrom St. Mary’s Greek Orthodox Church
in Minneapolis were among the dozen members of an
International Orthodox Christian Charities (I0CC)
Orthodox Action Team who traveled to the hard-hit
Iowa town of Rock Rapids to help an elderly flood
survivor clear away waterlogged debrisfrom hishome.
Orthodox Christian youth across the U.S. also have a
history of eagerly volunteering their time and energy
to assist IOCC in helping families rebuild and repair
storm-damaged homes, and assemble emergency kits
for disaster survivors.

IOCC is fostering this philanthropic spirit among
Orthodox youth with the launch of itsinaugural Serv-
X-Treme! Youth Leadership Conference, held recently
in Minneapolis. More than two dozen teen del egates,
appointed by their respective hierarch and representing
the pan-Orthodox community from around the country,
came together for a week to engage in meaningful
opportunities to serve others while developing a bet-
ter understanding of Orthodox Christian philanthropy
and diakonia, or service.

Along with workshops led by Orthodox community
leaders, including akeynote address by thewell-known
Orthodox author, Reverend Anthony M. Coniaris, the
teens also spent time in the community participating
in hands-on service projects. A highlight of the service
projects came on a day when the participants helped
construct a home with Habitat for Humanity and had
the opportunity to interact with the homeowners, new
Minnesota residents from Ethiopia and Ukraine. The
week concluded with each participant signing a pledge
committing them to continue seeking out service
opportunities and encouraging others to do the same,
within the framework of an Orthodox understanding
of such diakonia.

Serv-X-Treme Conference coordinator and 10CC
U.S. Country Representative, Dan Christopul os, says
the conference, made possible with the generous
support of an IOCC donor, was designed to promote
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youth service leadership through community service
activities and instruction focused on building a better
understanding of Orthodox ethics as well as practical
approaches to community outreach. “Our intention
is for these Orthodox youth to take this newfound
knowledge, return to their parishes with a zeal for
diakonia, and take the lead in building a strong net-
work of service throughout our country’s Orthodox
Christian community,” said Christopulos.

Participants Christianna Konstans and Kamal
Hourani reflected on the week-long gathering and the
opportunity to learn more about improving commu-
nities. “During my time at the IOCC Serv-X-Treme
conference, what impacted me most were the various
ways that | could serve that | had never thought of,
as well as better ways to serve in things | had already
been doing. The incredible fellowship with people
that were willing to serve was unlike anything | had
ever experienced, “said Konstans. “ The Serv-X-Treme
Conference reignited my desireto serve those who are
suffering and sharpened my awareness of the demands
of effective social work,” added Hourani. “It was a
true blessing to share in this conference with fellow
Orthodox teens from different states, jurisdictions,
and backgrounds. They all have become dear friends
and my co-laborers’ in Christ’s vineyard.”

The Serv-X-Treme! Youth Leadership Conference
is part of a broader effort by IOCC to develop the
Orthodox Christian Action Network (Orthodox CAN!),
a US-based initiative to nurture and activate the Or-
thodox community’s value of philanthropy through
volunteerism across all age groups. The multi-pronged
program also promotes and supports an Orthodox
Christian Emergency Response Network (ERN) of more
than 100 clergy and laity members, trained through
a grant from the Archbishop lakovos Leadership 100
Endowment, to respond in times of disaster, and the
development of volunteer opportunities through par-
ish-based community service projects such asemergency
kit assembly and emergency preparedness.

ABOUT INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN CHARITIES

IOCC is the official humanitarian aid agency of
the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of
the United States of America. Since its inception in
1992, IOCC has delivered $488 million in relief and
development programsto families and communitiesin
more than 50 countries. IOCC isamember of the ACT
Alliance, aglobal coalition of more than 140 churches
and agencies engaged in development, humanitarian
assistance and advocacy, and amember of InterAction,

Continued on page 15
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FINANCIAL REPORT

EPISCOPATE SUPPORTER
M/M Phil Paranuik, Frederickton, NB.................. $100.00
Fr & Psa Thomas Frisby, Merrillville, IN .............. $50.00

GENERAL DONATIONS
Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA

(Hierarch's Travel EXPeNnse)........c.ccceevveevene. $1,000.00
Ana & Lucian Bota, Farmington Hills, Ml............. $50.00
MEMORIAM

W Stephen Minore Sr MD, Rockford, IL

(IMO Eugenia Virginia Popescul) .................... $250.00
Paula Graham, White City, SK

(IMO Eugenia Virginia Popescul) ..........cccccoueenee $96.50
Violet Ursan, Regina, SK

(IMO Eugenia Virginia Popescul) ..........ccccoueenee $50.00

2014 EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT
St Elias, Russell, MB .......c.cccceeiveiieiiece e, $570.00
2014 CONGRESS BANQUET DONATIONS

Fr & Psa Catalin Mitescu, Claremont, CA ........... $250.00
Dn Dan Chirtu, Aurora, ON .......cccccoeeeiiiiieeiiinnn. $176.00
Fr & Psa Gabriel Agoston, Youngstown, OH ....... $100.00
M/M John Besoiu, Mineral Ridge, OH................. $100.00
M/M loan Braescu, Redford, Ml .........ccccecvvvnnnnnen. $100.00
Mark Chestnut, Grass Lake, Ml .........ccccveevnnnennn. $100.00
Gary & Anna Devine, Westland, MlI..................... $100.00
Dr Dennis Ghindia, Cleveland, OH...................... $100.00
Gicu Giurgiu, Commerce, Ml ........ccccccvevvveceennenn. $100.00
Fr & Psa Remus Grama, Cleveland, OH .............. $100.00
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH..............cc.ccouv.nne. $100.00
Fr & Psa Romey Rosco, Dearborn Hts, Ml .......... $100.00
Mike & Mihaela Williams, Canton, Ml ................ $100.00

Fr & Psa Liviu Alexandrescu, Montreal, QC ......... $87.46
Fr & Psa Cosmin Antonescu, Clackamas, OR........ $75.00

Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA ............. $75.00
Jessica Precop & Scott Hendricks, Jackson, Ml .....$60.00
Dumitru lures, Youngstown, OH ...........ccccevvueennne. $60.00
Fr & Psa Daniel Banu, Gatineau, QC..................... $50.00
Fr loan Dumitrascu, Hampton, VA .......c.ccccoieniene $50.00
Fr & Psa Anton Frunza, Kernersville, NC.............. $50.00
Richard Grabowski, Jackson, Ml ..........cccoccvvvveiinnns $50.00
Fr & Psa Nicolae |zbasa, Highland Park, IL .......... $50.00
Fr Laurence Lazar & Family, Southfield, MI ......... $50.00
Fr & Psa Onisie Morar, Woonsocket, RI ................ $50.00
Fr & Psa Bogdan Nichitean, Denver, CO............... $50.00
Archdeacon David Oancea, Grass Lake, Ml........... $50.00
Stefan Pompiliu, Grand Rapids, M1 .............c......... $50.00
Fr & Psa Mircea Vasiu, St Paul, MN ...........c........ $50.00
lulian Anitei, Dearborn Hts, Ml ........cccocveiviieees $40.00
Dr Sanda Constantinidi, Hermitage, PA.................. $40.00
Vasile Lazar, Emlenton, PA ...........ccooovieiiiiiee e, $40.00
Fr & Psa Sabin Pop, Rochester Hills, Ml............... $40.00

Fr & Psa John Richardson, Mississauga, ON ......... $40.00
Chirion & Maria Stanulet, Dearborn Hts, Ml ......... $40.00

John & Maria Stanulet, South Lyon, Ml ................ $40.00
ANONYIMOUS. ... .eetiiaiieeiieeie ettt et e st e sreeseeeseeeeees $35.00
M/M Eugen Kauffman, New Castle, PA................. $30.00
Mary Kay Stanesa, Dearborn, Ml .........c.cccccevveennnnn. $30.00
ANONYMOUS. .....vviiiiiieitieecreeeetee e et e et e e erreeeareeeaeeas $25.00
Chivu Family ......coooiiiiiiiiceecce e $25.00
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loan R Irimie, Canton, Ml .......cccceeevneneniinnnnns $25.00

Corina & Daniel Phillips, Medina, OH .................. $25.00
Adela Price, New Castle, PA......cccovevveeiieciie $25.00
Christine Shehadi, McDonald, OH ...........cccccvveneenne $25.00
ANONYMOUS. .....cuviiiiieeitieeiteeeeteeeeire e eesareesre e $20.00
Justina Badila, Farmington Hills, M1 ..................... $20.00
S Dragoi, Farmington Hills, M1 .........cccccoevevinenee. $20.00
loan Fizesan, Dearborn Hts, Ml .......ccccoovveviiennnnn. $20.00
Anca Lazar, St Clair Shores, Ml ........cccccevevvveinnnne. $20.00
Cristina Mititelu, Westland, Ml ........c..cccovveiviinnns $20.00
loan Negrean, Vancouver, BC...........cccccoovevveeennen. $20.00
Holy Transfiguration Monastery,

Ellwood City, PA......oooeeeiee e $20.00
Maria Lupu, Calgary, AB .......ccccooiiiiniiiiieiiens $20.00
Constantin & Silvia Roman, Westland, MI............. $20.00
M/M Nicholas Roman, New Bedford, PA............... $20.00
Mary Sankey, New Castle, PA.........ccccoveeiieeineenen. $20.00
Crishan Stancu, La Salle, ON..........cccoveeviiereeinnen. $20.00
ANONYIMOUS. ....eeviiaiieeiieeie et ettt e seee e seeeeees $10.00
Sorin Batog, Ann Arbor, M1 ... $10.00
Marsha Klein, Hermitage, PA .......c.ccccoovvevviiieiiens $10.00
John E Lazar, Southfield, MI........ooevveviiiiiiiieeennn, $10.00
Schester Family, Plymouth, M1l ..........ccccccoveeinenee. $10.00

SOLIA

September 26, 2013 - October 3, 2014
We gratefully acknowledge the following donations
and subscriptions to Solia - The Herald:

FRIENDS
John D. Serban, Fishers, IN......ccccooevvrvrivnnnnn. $500.00
National ARFORA .........cooiiiiiieeeieieee e 500.00
George Tonna, Worcester, MA.......ccccccvveeennn. 250.00
Madelena Ilcus, Jupiter, FL .......ccccvveviinenns 100.00
Florika Zurz, Flushing, NY (IMO Parents Adam &
Margaret) ......oooovveeeiiiiee e 100.00
Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL ...........cccocvveeennnee. 100.00
Emily Sabo, Rancho Mirage, CA ..........cc........ 83.50
Michael D. Buzash, Terre Haute, IN ............... 65.00

John & Carla Roventa, Grand Haven, M ....... 50.00
George & Elizabeth Oancea, Jackson, Ml ....... 50.00

Constantin Ardeleanu, Valparaiso, IN.............. 40.00
Mariana Gliz, Virginia Beach, VA .................. 35.00
George Ungham, Beaver Falls, PA .................. 30.00
Dr. Violet Leathers, Cuyahoga Falls, OH ........ 25.00
Rev. Deacon Ben Mann, Lexington, KY ......... 25.00
Catherine Jones, Philadelphia, PA ................... 20.00
Ersilia Maximo, Philadelphia, PA................... 20.00
Moise Murgu, Lakewood, OH ......................... 20.00
Alexa Ungurian, Oakbank, MB ....................... 20.00
Florence Westerfield, Warren, MI.................... 15.00
Gary Scavnicky, Troy, Ml........ccocoeiiiiiiiience, 15.00
lelita Daba, Oak Park, MI .........ccccoeviiinnnnnnen. 15.00
Uliana Totan, Loveland, CO..........ccccevvveeennee. 11.00
Arne & Mariana Greaves, Jackson, MS........... 10.00
Cristina Serban, White River Jct, VT .............. 10.00

Continued on page 15
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the largest alliance of U.S.—based secular and faith-
based organizations working to improve the lives of
the world’s most poor and vulnerable populations. To
learn more about IOCC, visit www.iocc.or g.

Reflections on the
IOCC Youth Leadership Conference
by Teofil Munteanu
Exaltation of the Holy Cross Mission, Phoenix AZ

I’d like to thank Archbishop Nathaniel for granting
me the opportunity to attend this year’s International
Orthodox Christian Charities (I0OCC) Youth Leadership
Conference in Minneapolis. Over the course of this
week, | was blessed with the opportunity to learn many
things about service in the Church. | made countless
friends, and I've been instilled with a deep sense of
hopefor the future of the Orthodox Church in America.

| had arrived on Sunday night and was picked up
by one of the counselors, Justin Theodotou. Justin is
along-time, experienced volunteer of IOCC who was
extremely courteous and knowledgeable about what
he was doing. Upon arriving at the hotel, we were
formally introduced to the other diocesan representa-
tives and to the staff. Judging by the fashion in which
we were received, | knew | would have a great time.

For the remainder of the first day, we stayed at
the hotel and had a series of discussions & activities
pertaining to service in the Orthodox Church. We also
got to meet Dan Christopolous, the Director and U.S.
Representative of IOCC. Over the course of the week,
Mr. Christopolous set an outstanding example for the
young diocesan representatives through hiswonderful
lectures and actions.

This conference was held in the period of the Dor-
mition Fast, and we had a 30-minute prayer service
every morning and evening. A series of priests came
to the hotel conference room and served there. On
Wednesday, | had the blessing to serve in the altar at
Saint Mary’s Greek Orthodox Cathedral for the duration
of the Divine Liturgy, at the request of Father Anthony
Coniaris. The ecclesiastical services, especialy the
Divine Liturgy, were an aspect of the conference that
all the diocesan representatives looked forward to.
Throughout the week, we had a series of discussions
about service leadership with a diverse group of
people. We got to meet Father Anthony Coniaris, the
author of “Daily Vitamins for Spiritual Growth” and
many other books; we even got a free copy of one of
his books. Since this was a conference for the youth,
we also went to places like the Mall of America, the
Lake, etc., so as to bond with one another. To teach
us about humanitarian service, the staff organized
three trips for us: helping build a home with Habitat
for Humanity; serving at a Christian soup kitchen;
and helping clean up the local FOCUS mission center.

All of these wonderful service opportunities enabled
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me to appreciate all the things God has blessed me
with, and to come to the realization that | don’'t need
most of the things | use in my daily life. This has
been a gargantuan blessing for me, and | am striving
to ‘’water the seeds’” which were sown in me during
this conference.

| thank you once again for bestowing upon me this
wonderful opportunity to learn how to live out my
faith through service leadership.

Solia Finances.... continuedfrom page 14

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Joe Albritten, Carson City, NV
Maura Andronic, St. Clairsville, FL
Maria Beu, Lutz, FL
Veronica Branea, Banning, CA
Michael D. Buzash, Terre Haute, IN
Mircea Buzila, Youngtown, AZ
Cheryl Ciulei, Greensboro, NC
Jenica Costache, Aurora, CO
Dr. Gabriel Curtis, Chester, PA
Louise Evi, Kings Park, NY
Robert Donus, Rockville Center, NY
Doina Dumitrescu, Princeton, NJ
Gheorghe/Valeria Dumitrescu, Tallahassee, FL
George Fara, Santa Monica, CA
Maria Finley, Las Vegas, NV
Niculae Ghetu, Mesa, AZ
Arne/Mariana Greaves, Jackson, MS
Rev. Fr. Andrew Lesko, Redlands, CA
Alexandria Lupu, Lake Havasu City, AZ
Milian Maur, Speedway, IN
Teodor/Irina Nadrau, Caledonia, M1
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MOMENT ISTORIC LA MONTREAL
ANIVERSAREA CENTENARA A CATEDRALEI
“BuNA VESTIRE”

Cu ajutorul Bunului Dumnezeu, Parohia
,, Buna Vestire”’din Montreal, a sarbatorit
aniversarea de 100 de ani de la infiintare in
zilele de 18-19 octombrie 2014. Pe durata
celor 2 zile de sdrbdtoare, parohia noastra
a trdit momente indltdtoare la frumoasele
slujbe ce s-au slujit i ne-am bucurat duho-
vniceste de prezenta in mijlocul nostru a
Inaltpreasfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel,
care a venit la Montreal pentru aceastad oca-
zie aniversard. Din delegatia ierarhului au
facut parte, parintele arhidiacon vicar David
Oancea si parintele vicar Dan Hoarste.

Sarbatoarea a debutat sambata seara, 18
octombrie 2014, cu slujba Vecerniei Mari
cu Litie dupa care a urmat pomenirea ctitorilor, a
preotilor slujitori, a donatorilor si ostenitorilor, din
timpul celor 100 de ani de existentd. In continuare,
dupa slujba serii, Arhiepiscopul a binecuvantat salile
de claselor de religie si biblioteca parohiald, care au
fost recent renovate.

In prezenta sutelor de credinciosi, sdrbdtoarea
Aniversdrii Centenare a continuat cu Sfanta Liturghie
arhiereasca, duminica, 19 octombrie 2014. Din soborul
condus de cdtre Inaltpreasfintitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel
a luat parte Preasfintitul Alexander, Episcop Antiohian
al Episcopiei de Ottawa, Est Canada si New York,
impreuni cu Preacucernicii Preoti Liviu Alexandrescu,
paroh, Ionel Cudritescu, protopopul Canadei, Cezar
Vasiliu, Nicolae Stoleru, Ioan Iancu, Adrian Manea,

S
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Gabriel Alexe, Traian Stafiuc, Marian Tocu, Dumitru
Proca si diaconul Nicolae Marinescu.

Bucuria aniversdrii noastre a fost incununata de cin-
stirea care Pdrintele Arhiepiscop a adus-o comunitatii
prin ridicarea la rangul de Catedrald a parohiei noastre.
S-a proclamat Gramata Chiriarhald, prin care Parohia
“Buna Vestire,” primeste titlul de Catedrald, pentru
“bogata lucrare pastoral-misionard si social-culturald
desfasurata aici, spre slava Lui Dumnezeu si folosul
sufletesc al obstii de aici.” Anuntul a fost primit cu
mare entuziasm si bucurie de catre credinciosii pre-
zenti in biserica.

Soborul slujitor si credinciosii prezenti, au Inconjurat
biserica, iar ierarhii au stropit-o cu aghiazmd dupa
care toti cei prezenti au fost invitati la “Casa Roména”
pentru masa festivd si pro-
gramul artistic.

Am amintit contributia
inaintagilor nostri, care au
ridicat pe langd un sfant locag
impundtor, cultura, traditiile
si valorile roménesti, la loc
de cinste, marcand pozitiv
comunitatea romana existen-
td astdzi Tn Montreal. Pentru
munca, cinstea si contributia
inaintagilor nostri, suntem
primiti ca un popor cu nume
existent, cu o credintd si o
istorie vizibila, in lumea in
care trdim.

La ceasul de pomenire
a fratilor nostri, preoti si

Cont. la pag 21
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SA NE ADUCEM AMINTE DE BINEFACATORII NOSTRI:
100 DE ANI DE LA NASTEREA VREDNICULUI
DE POMENIRE DR. NICOLAE MLADIN
MITROPOLITUL ARDEALULUI 1914-2014
MARE CARTURAR, MARE IERARH ROMAN iN CARE
A BAtutr O INIMA DE MoOT

Nu puteam sa trec
cu vederea si sa uit
vreodatd pe vrednicul
de pomenire, marele
om de cultura si de
o bunitate rari, Inalt
Preasfintitul Mitropo-
lit Dr. Nicolae Mladin
al Ardealului, de la a
cdrui nagtere se imp-
linesc anul acesta100
de ani.

Nédscut in Tara
Motilor, la Abrud pe
18 Decembrie 1914, din parintii Gheorghe si Letitia
Mladin, aproape de satul in care s-a ndscut si Inalt
Preasfintitul Valerian Trifa i din acelasi judet (Alba),
cu Preasfintitul Policarp Morugca, primul nostru Epi-
scop roman aici In America.

Inci din copilirie, familia sa se muti pe Valea Jiului,
unde tatdl sdu Gheorghe Mladin a muncit Tn mind.
Rdméane de timpuriu orfan de tatd, in grija mamei
Letitia, femeie cu o viatd religioasd si credintd rard.
Datoritd credintei ei de mamd, Dumnezeu mai tirziu
a ajutat-o sa-si vadd fiul Mitropolit al Ardealului.

A cunoscut viata grea si sdrdcia vremurilor de atunci,
si poate datoritd vremurilor grele, si acestor incercdri,
tandrul Nicolae Mladin se straduieste sd ajungd pe
cele mai Tnalte culmi ale culturii si pregdtirii teolo-
gice, fiind Inzestrat $i de Dumnezeu cu o inteligentd
sclipitoare. Nu se rugina sd afirme mereu: “sunt fiu
de muncitor minier §i m-am ridicat din fumul negru
al cdarbunelui’ .

A fost binecuvitat cu o minte agerd si sclipitoare,
fiind premiant Tn pregitirea sa teologica. Chiar Tmi
amintesc pe unul dintre vorbitorii la funerarile Mitro-
politului Nicolae care spunea: “cdnd tdndrul profesor
de atunci Nicolae Mladin si-a sustinut doctoratul la
Facultatea de Teologie din Bucuresti, in fata sa era
o masd pe care fiecare canditat poate sd-si aseze
material din care sd se inspire in timpul sustinerii,
la Mitropolitul Nicolae Mladin masa era goald, avea
totul in cap”.

A functionat timp de 25 de ani ca profesor la
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Catedra de Teologie Morald din cadrul Facultatii
Andrei Saguna din Sibiu, perioadd in care studiaza in
Germania si Viena, vorbind cursiv limbile germana si
francezd. Intrd ca vietuitor la Mandstirea BrAncoveanu
de la Sdmbata de Sus, la iIndemnul Mitropolitului de
vrednicd pomenire Nicolae Bilan, care a redeschis
aceastd mindstire, In 1939, astfel ficand parte dintre
cei trei vietuitori cu care s-a reinviat viata monahald
la Sambata: Parintele Arsenie Boca, Parintele Serafim
Popescu si Mitropolitul de mai tarziu Nicolae Mladin.

A fost un mare cdrturar $i un mare orator, inca si
astdzi in Tara Fdgdrasului cei mai varstnici isi aduc
aminte de predicile Mitropolitului Nicolae Mladin cu
ocazia Hramului Sf. Marii §i a [zvorului Tdmadduirii de
la Sambata. Avea o evlavie deosebitd la Maica Dom-
nului, despre care vorbea extraordinar de frumos si cu
multd evlavie, scriind $i o brogurd intitulata: “Bucurd-
te Mireasd Pururea Fecioard”. Dintre lucrdrile cele
mai importante amintim: Studii de Teologie Morala,
lisus Hristos viata noastrd, Prin zbuciumul vremii,
Tineretul si Biserica, etc...

A rdmas un mare cdrturar in viata Bisericii, $i toate
aceste lucruri scrise i vor duce mai departe amintirea
si vor fi spre folosul tuturor teologilor $i nu numai.

Datoritd vremurilor grele si de sdracie prin care a
trecut Tn vremea copildriei, avea intodeauna o sensibi-
litate $i 0 mild fatd de cei sdraci si oropsiti, fiind foarte
milos, dandu-si pand la ultimul ban si facand multe
fapte de milostenie pe care numai Dumnezeu le stie.

A functionat ca Mitropolit al Ardealului Intre anii
1967-1981, vremuri grele pentru Roménia si pentru
Biserica 1n general deoarece era instaurat regimul
comunist, care prin oamenii cei mai apropiati Mi-
tropolitului s-a ajuns la inldturarea din scaunul de
mitropolit si retragerea lui la Mdnastire.

La numai 64 de ani a trebuit sd pardseasca Sibiul, si
sd se retragd la chinovia sa, Méndstirea Brancoveanu
de la SAmbata de Sus, unde a fagdduit sd raiméand pana
la ultima sa suflare.

Pe vremea aceea eram frate de mindstire, si mi
s-a incredintat ascultarea de a fi alaturi si a purta de
grija Mitropolitului Nicolae, ascultare deloc usoard,
dar pe care am facut-o cu drag si cu multd bunitate.

Cont. la pag 23
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»w,DUPA CE ESTE PARASIT DE SUFLET, DE CE
SA MAI DAM VREO CONSIDERATIE TRUPULUI?”

(...)Un fost ministru si profesor universitar, Tran-
cu-lasi, murind, a I&sat sd fie incinerat, fiind intovarasit
la crematoriu de numerosi fosti si actuali ministri, de
profesori universitari si de o mare multime de inte-
lectuali si de studenti. S-au tinut cu ocazia aceasta
cuvantdri, scotdndu-se n relief personalitatea celui ce
avea sd fie peste citeva minute mistuit de flicdri, o
companie de feciori romani, imbrécati in haina militara
pentru o altd misiune, cu mult mai sfanté, a dat onorul.

Cate suflete mai naive, impresionate de asemenea
vorbe si de asemenea cinstiri, nu vor fi rdmas cu
hotdrarea sa urmeze si ele la moarte pilda unei asemenea
»personalititi”? Si, mai ales, ce vor fi zis in sufletul
lor atdtia oameni din popor despre credinta domnilor
nostri si ce concluzii vor fi tras pentru necesitatea lor
de a mai crede?

Sa te lasi incinerat, cand Biserica osandeste acest
lucru si cand nu-ti acordd, prin preotii ei legiuiti, asi-
stenta si rugdciunile ei, echivaleazd cu o nesocotire a
Bisericii si deci si a crestinismului.

Nici Tn Vechiul Testament, nici Tn cel Nou, nici in
istoria crestinismului nu se practica si deci nu se
aproba incinerarea. Ea nu se conciliaza cu consideratia
ce-0 da crestinismul trupului omenesc. Trupul este,
in credinta crestina, chipul sufletului si este creat
de Dumnezeu printr-un act de atentie deosebita.
El nu este o inchisoare regretabila a sufletului, ci
organul prin care acesta se manifesta, imprimand
asupra lui pecetea caracterului sau. Trupul face atat
de mult parte din fiinta omului, incat viata vesnica, cea
deplind, va fi tot in trupul pe care l-am avut. Trupul
acesta omenesc se bucurd de atata cinstire in ochii lui
Dumnezeu, incat Fiul Sau Si I-a facut trup propriu si
std cu el in vecii vecilor pe tronul dumnezeiesc.

Cum spune Berdiaev undeva, fata omeneasca indeo-
sebi este asemenea unei taine, o minunata fuziune de
materie §i spiritualitate. Cand privesti in ochii omului,
vezi intelesuri si sentimente, nu materie. Trupul este
materie transfiguratd si spiritualizatd. Spiritul omenesc
n-are altd posibilitate de a-si ardta splendorile sale,
puterile creatoare, decat prin trup. Numai prin trup
ne imbogdatim sufletul, chiar cu adevarul si cu harul
dumnezeiesc, si numai prin trup comunicdm altora
ideile si sentimentele noastre.

Crestinismul nu dispretuieste trupul, nu-I schi-
monoseste si nu cautd sia-1 omoare, ci se sileste sa-i
descopere adevdrata frumusete, facandu-l organ al
nobletei spirituale, al harului si Tndumnezeirii.

Cu cata veneratie si duiosie Tnconjoara cei apropiati
ai mortului trupul lui! Ce 1ndltime de suflet transpira
din aceastd intimitate si curdtenie de simtiri, in care
se manifestd si mai departe legaturile intre cel plecat
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si cei ramasi!

S-ar putea obiecta: bine, intelegem toatd valoarea
trupului si toate cinstirile ce i se dau atdta timp cat
este sufletul in el Dar dupd ce este pardsit de suflet,
de ce sd-i mai dam vreo consideratie?

Pentru multe din motivele de ordin mai Tnalt reli-
gios pe care le-am amintit, dar si pentru urmatoarele:

Pe fata celui disparut raman imprimate caracte-
rele sufletului si dupa ce a murit. Cand privesti la ea,
nu poti sd nu ai impresia cd cel mort trdieste, cd fata
lui continui s aiba un sens, sd exprime un caracter, un
ansamblu de sentimente, aceleasi pe care le-a exprimat
cat era viu. Cum sa arunc in foc aceste sensuri,
cum sa ard o fata care continua sa-mi exprime
ceea ce mi-a exprimat o viata intreagid? Cum si dau
focului o imagine scumpd, un vas 1n care a palpitat
un suflet ce mi-a fost drag si respectat? Pretuiesti o
haind veche, un obiect de care te-ai servit odata tu
sau cei apropiati; cum sa nu pretuiesti trupul care
a cuprins tot sufletul si toata viata celui scump?

Nu este mai bine apoi pentru sufletul meu sa ramana
cu impresia cd cel mort a plecat numai, decét sa-mi
produc pe cale silitd senzatia distrugerii lui? Nu co-
respunde mai bine credintei crestine aceasta impresie
de plecare a celui rdposat, decat senzatia durd de
distrugere?

Cand este ars 1n fata mea si mi se dad la urma un
pumn de cenusd, mi-am produs tocmai aceastd senzatie
de definitiva distrugere, pe cand, dacd i-am acoperit fata
cu giulgiul pamantului, raiman in adancurile sufletului
cu un sentiment cd numai cel mort a plecat intr-o alta
lume, 1n care continuad sa traiasca, ca numai el doarme;
doarme 1in relatie cu noi, cici cu o fata interioara este
intors spre o altd viatd mai frumoasa.

Porunca dumnezeiasca de a nu ucide are apoi refe-
rintd si fatd de trup. Nimic din ce este omul n-avem
voie sd ucidem, ci sd ldsam sa sfargeasca prin aceeasi
voie dumnezeiascad - pe cale naturald - prin care s-a
si creat. Precum n-avem voie sd ucidem sufletul, asa
n-avem voie sd distrugem trupul, ci sd lasdm legea
naturald sa-si urmeze cursul ei dupa plecarea sufletului.

Arderea este actul in care se manifesta cel mai mare
dispret al omului pentru ceva. Tocmai de aceea el nu
arde nimic, decat doar maracinii. Mai arde lemne ca
sd se Incdlzeascd, potrivit tot unei legi a firii. Deci o
ardere cu un folos pozitiv. Dar pentru ce sd arzi trupul
omenesc? Trebuie sd-1 disprefuim atat de grozav? Sau
aduce aceasta un folos intretinerii noastre? Sau este
aceasta potrivit cu legea fireascd a vietii?

In arderea trupului se manifesta pur si simplu
instinctul pacatos si absurd de a destrama credinta

Cont. la pag 20
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Cont. de la pag 19

Invierea Domnului, pictata de Pr Arsenie Boca in biserica din
Draganescu, jud, Giurgiu.

crestina. Ea aratd o totala necredinta in Dumnezeu gi
in demnitatea omului, facut dupd chipul lui Dumne-
zeu. Ea descoperd un suflet pustiu de orice credinta,
gdsind in cenusd si in praf simbolul cel mai nimerit
al pustiului din el. Céci actele noastre au si functia de
a simboliza credintele noastre. Cine respecta trupul,
chiar mort, isi simbolizeaza prin aceasta credinta in
vesnicia lui, iar cine lasa sa i se arda trupul arata
ca nu crede in nimic.

Necredinta desigur cd este o chestiune care intere-
seaza Biserica. (...)

A fost si la cdpataiul lui Trancu-Iasi, ca la alti in-
cinerati, un ,,preot” care a citit rugdciuni. Noi stim ca
acel preot este depus de Sf. Sinod. lar in baza legilor
in vigoare statul trebuie sd opreascd un preot depus
de a parodia slujbele bisericesti. Este o ocrotire si
un ajutor minim care trebuie acordat Bisericii. Statul
recunoaste manifestarea numai a anumitor culte. Carui
cult apartine acel ,,preot”?

Incheind, ne exprimim credinta fermi ci de aici
inainte nu se vor mai Intdmpla cazuri ca acestea. (...)
Suntem siguri ca intr-o bund zi, nu prea depdrtata,
vom citi in Monitorul Oficial decretul de desfiintare
a crematoriului, cuptor de trupuri omenesti si loc de
sfidare a credintei romanesti. Cine vrea sa se arda
s-o faca acasa la el, cu usile zivorate. Sufletul po-
porului nostru n-are nevoie de asemenea spectacole.

(Fragment din: Pr. Dumitru Stdniloae, ,,Incinera-
re”, Telegraful Romdn, an LXXXVIII, nr. 3, 14 ian.
1940, p.1)
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DESPRE ,,MERSUL
LA BISERICA”

Arhimandrit Teofil Paraian

Intr-o zi au bitut la usa chiliei mele doi tineri
cdsdtoriti. Mi-au adus un pomelnic si mi-au cerut sa
le fac o rugdciune. Am intrat in vorbd cu ei si, asa
cum mi-am statornicit eu o randuiala, i-am Intrebat
dacd merg la bisericd. Si atunci ei mi-au raspuns: ,,Nu
suntem asa de bdtrani ca sd mergem la biserica”. Si
atunci am zis: ,,Doamne, inmulteste batranii!”.

Eu nu stau de vorbd la spovedit cu cineva care
nu merge la bisericd. Nu am ce vorbi. Ce sd-i spun?
Sunt unii care spun cd nu au mai fost la bisericd de
ani de zile, sau cd au fost anul trecut la Pagti. Celor
care spun cd au fost la Pasti le zic: ,,Stii de ce e asa
multd lume la Pagti la biserica? Ca sunt si din cei ca
tine, care merg numai o datd pe an la slujbd”. Dupa
aceea sunt unii care zic — cand 1l intreb dacd merge
la bisericd — ,,Da”. Si m-am prins cd unii nu merg
la biserica la slujba, ci intrd in bisericd si aprind o
luménare. Si acum 1i intreb: ,,Dar la slujba, stai la
slujbd, cat stai la slujba?” Si zice: ,,Pdrinte, ma duc
si aprind o luméanare”. Si zic eu: ,,Si 0 pui sa stea in
locul tdu si ea std de fapt in locul ei”.

Acelora care nu merg la bisericd eu le spun ce
inseamnd sd nu mergi la biserica si ce inseamnd sa
mergi la bisericd. Si anume, ce inseamnad sd mergi la
biserica?

Inseamni s mergi in Cerul cel de pe pimant, in-
seamnad sd-i inchipuiesti pe Heruvimi, sd aduci intreit
sfantd cantare lui Dumnezeu, sd canti impreund cu
ingerii ,,Sfant, Sfant, Sfant Domnul Savaot”, sd aduci
lauda lui Dumnezeu, sa cinstesti pe Maica Domnului,
sd cinstesti pe sfinti, Inseamna sa asculti cuvantul lui
Dumnezeu, cuvantul Domnului nostru Iisus Hristos
care e mai vesnic decat cerul si pdmantul, inseamna
sd primesti binecuvantidri de la sfintele slujbe prin
mijlocire preoteasci de la Insusi Domnul Hristos.

Sila urma zic: Uite, toate acestea tu nu le primesti,
tu nu le ai, pentru ca nu mergi la bisericd, toate acestea
le ocolesti. Omul nu are constiinta cd, de fapt, toate
lucrurile acestea se Tntdmplad, ci zice cd nu s-a dus la
bisericd si atita tot.

Nu se mai gindeste ce Tnseamnd sd te duci si ce
inseamnd sa nu te duci la bisericd. Si eu le spun: doud
ore pentru Dumnezeu, pentru cineva care crede in
Dumnezeu, nu e prea mult. Doud ore pentru Dumnezeu,
intr-o sdptdmand, sa stai inaintea lui Dumnezeu, sa ai
constiinta ca acum esti in fata lui Dumnezeu.

(Sursa: Arhimandrit Teofil Pdrdian, Veniti de luati
bucurie, Editura Teognost, Cluj-Napoca, 2001, pp.
87-88)

( )
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BINECUVANTARE ARHIEREASCA
PENTRU NOUA BISERICA A PAROHIEI
“Sr. NicoaLE”

TROY, MICHIGAN

“Aceastd casd Tatdl a zidit-o; aceastd casd Fiul
a intdrit-o; aceastd casd Duhul Sfant a innoit-o, a
luminat-o si a sfintit sufletele noastre .

Pentru credinciosii bisericii “Sfantul Nicolae” din
Troy, Michigan , ziua de 31 august 2014, a fost, cum
avea sa mentioneze pdrintele paroh Gheorghe Carstea, ,,0
zi deosebitd, cand dragostea Mantuitorului s-a revdrsat
din plin, prin faptul cd i-am avut ca oaspeti distinsi
pe Inaltpreasfintitul Arhiepiscopul nostru Nathaniel si
pe Preasfintitul Episcopul nostru Irineu.”

Sdrbdtoarea binecuvantarii noului sfant locag a
inceput, odatd cu slujba Vecerniei Mari de sambata
seard, cand lumina lind izvorata din frumoasele psal-
modieri se ingemana cu razele blande ale soarelui care,
»cunoscandu-gi apusul”, se grdbea sd-si implineasca
randuiala din veci hotdratd de vegnicul Creator. Eno-
riagii, adunati Tn sfinta bisericd, gi-au unit rugaciunile
intru bucuria impartdsirii aceluiagi Duh Sfint, coborét
sd sfinteasca artosele atent agezate pentru slujba Litiei.

Dupd binecuvéntarea de sfarsit, toti cei prezenti
s-au asezat la rand, asteptind miruirea si inchinarea
la sfintele moaste ale Sf. Nectarie si ale altor 18 sfinti
precum si la Sfantul Vesmant al Cuv. Maicii noastre
Parascheva de la lasi, aduse spre inchinare cu atéta
dragoste de citre Preasfintitul Episcopul nostru Irineu.

Duminica dimineata, la revirsatul zorilor, aceiasi
harnici slujitori ai Domnului au purces cdtre sfantul
locas, purtand pe chipurile lor emotia, truda jertfelni-
cd, dar si bucuria lucrului implinit. Biserica, aceasta
preafrumoasd mireasa, astepta clipa imbaierii in lu-
mina si harul sfintitor al Sfantului Duh. Credinciosii,
Biserica cea vie Tngrijitd cu ddruire de cdtre preotul
paroh Gheorghe Carstea, umpluserd deja sfintul locas.
Binecuvantarea bisericii nu este doar evenimentul preo-
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tilor, ci si al lor, al tuturor celor ce ,,iubesc frumusetea
casei lui Dumnezeu.” Pe la ceasurile noud, clopotele
bisericii Sfantul Nicolae au vestit inceperea slujbei
cu sosirea ierarhilor, intdimpinati de soborul de preoti
si diaconi spre savarsirea Sfintei Liturghii Arhieresti.

Dupa ce toate s-au incheiat in buna randuiald, eno-
riasii prezenti au putut asculta pe ierarhii nostri rostind
un bogat si frumos cuvant de Invdtatura, reliefand
osteneala, grija si dragostea pe care o arata neincetat
fatd de biserica, atat preotul paroh Gheorghe Carstea
cat si intreaga comunitate.

Pentru credinciosii Parohiei ,,Sfantul Nicolae” bi-
necuvantarea noului locas de Inchinare constituie una
din cele mai impresionante §i mai emotionate randuieli
bisericesti, ce aduce peste zidurile cele noi , dar si
peste credinciosi, harul sfant si sfintitor, ficandu-ne
partasi unei negrdite bucurii duhovnicesti.

Teolog Radu Ciui

Moment Istoric la Montreal ...

Cont. de la pag 17

credinciosi, gindurile de promisiune ne incearcd, pe
fiecare dintre noi. Sunt gandurile care ne spun sd cin-
stim trecutul, sd respectdm prezentul i sd promitem
viitorului, ca vom incerca sa fim asemenea lor. Abia
atunci vom fi una cu ei $i cu noi!

Sd ne ajute Bunul Dumnezeu, sd continuam aceasta
lucrare, s oferim urmasilor nostri, darurile i bogatiile
sufletesti mostenite si implinite, de Incd o generatie
de ortodocsi crestini.

Asa sd ne ajute Dumnezeu!

Pr. Liviu Alexandrescu
Catedrala Buna Vestire
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
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MuzeuL ETNIC SI DE ARTA
RoOMANEASCA DIN CLEVELAND, S.U.A.
ExPoziTIA BLAZOANELOR ROMANESTI

Cu ocazia recentei serbdri a celei de-a 110-a ani-
versari a catedralei ortodoxe romane Sf. Maria din
Cleveland, Ohio, o noud atractie muzeisticd a fost
addugatd panteonului culturii roménesti din Ameri-
ca: Expozitia blazoanelor istorice ale provinciilor
romdnesti.

Expozitia constd din unsprezece placi de marmura
de Ruschita sculptate cu binecunoscutele blazoane ale
stravechilor principate istorice ale Romaniei. Exponatele
ne reamintesc de pavilionul roméanesc al Expozitiei
Internationale din New York, din anul 1938, de unde
au si provenit.

Este cunoscut faptul cd, la inchiderea acelui eve-
niment, unele materiale au fost donate de guvernul
Romaniei bisericii din Cleveland si anume parohiei
Sfanta Maria, cea mai veche parohiei ortodoxa ro-
mana din Statele Unite, Infiintatd incd din anul 1904.
Parintele Ioan Truta si enoriasii sdi le-au adus cu mare
cheltuiald in orasul de pe malul Lacului Erie, cu sco-
pul zidirii noii biserici. Inceputul celui de+al doilea
rdzboi mondial si anii grei care au urmat, precum si
inmagazinarea improprie au cauzat distrugerea multora
dintre acestea. Abia in anul 1960, cand s-a zidit noua
bisericd, in stil maramuresan modern, unele din acele
materiale si lucrdri de artd, cum au fost mozaicurile lui
Jean Steriade si friza istorica a lui Mac Constantinescu,
grilaje de fier forjat si marmora slefuitd aduse din
tard, au fost elegant integrate in complexul spiritual
si cultural al bisericii.

Dupa alti 50 de ani, Parintele Remus Grama, care
de 25 de ani pastoreste pe enoriasii din Clevalnd,
ajunsi acum la a patra generatie Tn America, a des-
coperit aceste plici de marmurd abandonate. Ele au
fost salvate ca prin minune de un credincios iubitor
al istoriei roméanesti, care le-a ddruit pentru biserica.
Murdare si deteriorate de ploi, geruri sau calduri, prin
grija preotului, In 1990, vitregitele buciti de marmura
au fost readuse la biserica. Unele erau crdpate, dar
parintele le-a remarcat frumusetea si le-a apreciat
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valoarea culturald. Astfel, cu colaborarea si sprijinul
poetului Mircea Stefan (Bartan), un bun cunoscator al
pietrei, le-a restaurat, iar apoi le-a instalat in Centrul
Cultural Romanesc, addpostit in luminoasa scoald a
bisericii.

Detaliile restaurdrii au inceput Tn Februarie 2014.
Cand totul a fost infaptuit, Parintele a alcituit desenul
unui templu sau pantheon al natiunii roméane, alcatuit
din placile aduse altddatd din Romania, Tmpodobitte
cu aceste steme strdvechi. Acoperisul simbolicului
edificiu imaginat de autor constd din doud bucati de
marmurd sculptatd, plasat la randul sdu sub protectia
sfintei Cruci. Cricea a fost ddltuitd de poetul Mircea
Stefan.

Originea baladescd a acestor heraldice simboluri
nationale se pierde in adancurile istoriei, Tncd prin
vecurile al XII-XIV-lea. Intre ele se remarci: vulturul
cu crucea in cioc, reprezentand Muntenia; Bourul cu
luna si luceafdrul (Moldova), cei doi Delfini (Dobrogea)
si Leul care este stema Banatului. Vulturul bizantin,
cu doud capete, metafore pentru Stat si Biserica, sta
madrturie a directiei istorice si culturale a strdvechii
culturi ortodoxe a Romaniei. Din nefericire, stema
Ardealului si a Basarabiei lipsesc, fiind fost probabil
distruse sau furate in timp. Se stie cd vechea sala
bisericii a ars pand in temelii intr’un devastator incen-
diu in anul 1973. Din nefericire, atunci s-au pierdut
multe valori.

Odata instalatd pe amplul perete de cardmida grie,
glazurata al silii blazoanelor, aceste exponate au de-
venit la randul lor un fundal perfect care incadreaza
maiestoasa statuie a Domnitei roméance, intitulatd
“Romania in Piatrd,” de Ioan Jalea. Este demn de notat
ca, la Pavilionul Romanesc din New York - ansamblu
arhitectonic proiectat de Printul H.G. Cantacuzino (vezi
Revista Transilvania, nr. 1, 2014, precum si revista
Travel, Februarie, 1939)- aceasta statuie fusese simbo-
lul Romaniei. Prin munca intensa si jertfa personala a
familiei Bartan, de acum, faimoasa statuie, lucrata in
bronz, beneficiazd si de un soclu din granit. Repusa
in cinstea cuvenitd, ea priveste spre mozaicurile din
aceasi Incapere, lucrate cu maiestrie de artistii Nora
si Jean Steriade. Spre a intregii imaginea cititorului,
mentiondm ca ceilalti pereti ai acestei sdli sunt de
asemenea acoperiti cu fotografii documentare executate
de Scoala Sociologicad a profesorului Dimitrie Gusti,
fost comisor al expozitiei. De pe un alt perete vegheaza
cateva largi tablouri. Aceastd sala reprezintd intrarea in
cladirea muzeului roméanesc, care ofera vizitatorului o

Cont. la pag 24
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Sa Ne Aducem Aminte
Cont. de la pag 18

Dumnezeu m-a ajutat si-i fiu alaturi chiar atunci cand
toti I-au pdrasit si uitat. Timp de sase ani am fost zi $i
noapte alaturi de marele Mitropolit, am avut bucurii si
necazuri, am incercat din toate puterile sa-I1 fiu “Sa-
marineanul cel milostiv” si sd-i leg rdnile. fi rimisese
numai bunatatea, veselia, nevinovatia, deseori oftatul
si dezamaigirea, dar niciodatd nu a cartit Tmpotriva
vointei lui Dumnezeu.

Spunea mereu cuvintele Dreptului lov: “Domnul
a dat Domnul a luat, fie numele Domnului binecu-
vantat”. Nu pot uita vreodatd pe cel care a semnat
binecuvéntarea si recomandarea mea pentru inscriere
la Seminarul Teologlc din Cluj, iar dacd astdzi sunt
ceea ce sunt, 1i datorez In mare parte si Inaltului Mi-
tropolit Nicolae Mladin.

A plecat la Domnul in data de 1 Iunie 1986, in
chilia sa de la Stdretia veche, la vremea vecerniei.

S-a stins ca o luménare care va lumina si de din-
colo, din vesnicie.

La slujba de Tnmormantare, Preasfintitul Justinian
Chira care era pe vremea aceea Episcop Vicar al Cluju-
lui, a spus printre altele, evocand personahtatea Inalt
Preasfintitului, “Luceafdrul dupd ce intrd in eclipsd,
tot luceafdr ramdne, cu atat straluceste si lumineazd
mai mult”.

S-au creat tot felul de interpretdri legate de viata
Inalt Preasfintitului M1trop011t Nicolae, si chiar am
fost mahnit ¢4 unii care i-au fost colaboratori si s-au
considerat ucenici, au dat tot felul de declaratii nefon-
date, in revista "Formula AS”, legate de motivele de
retragere la Manastire, dar cred cd nimeni nu stie mai
bine decat cei care i-am fost aproape si I-au ajutat in
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perioada grea de suferintd. Atunci cind scrii anumite
lucruri despre cineva, trebuie sd le ai bine intemei-
ate, altfel ele pot deteriora pesonalitatea si memoria
persoanei respective. Dumnezeu sd ne ierte pe toti!

Sunt convins cd dupd toatd suferinta pe care a
avut-o in ultimii ani ai vietii, Dumnezeu a vrut si-1
curete de orice greseald facutd ca om si sa-1 ageze in
latura dreptilor.

Aici, departe de tard, nu am uitat $i nu voi uita
vreodatd pe cel de care m-am legat sufleteste, si pe
care l-am iubit si pretuit foarte mult. La toate Sfintele
Liturghii pe care le sdvarsesc pe Continentul Nord
American, numele fnaltului Nicolae Mladin este
pomenit cu voce tare aldturi de Episcopul Policarp
si Arhiepiscopul Valerian, trei “falnici moti” care au
fdcut cinste Bisericii $i neamului roménesc.

Anul acesta cand se Tmplinesc 100 de ani de la
nasterea Inalt Preasfintitului Parinte Dr. Nicolae Mla-
d1n, Mitropolitul Ardealulul, noi fiii lui duhovnicesti
nu l-am uitat, si cu recunostintd si iubire, rugdm pe
Périntele Luminilor sd odihneascda in pace sufletul
marelui Mitropolit al Ardealului Nicolae, care si-a
facut datoria deplin, imbinand Tn mod fericit altarul,
amvonul, catedra si condeiul.

Vesnica sa-1 fie pomenirea, si amintirea binecu-
vantata!

+IRINEU

Episcop Vicar al

Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America,
Staret al Mandstirii “Inaltarea Domnului”

din Chnton, MI - USA

MARTURISIRE A
ADEVARULUI

Daca ar fi sa te intalnesc in tren s1 sa te intreb:
Care este sinteza lnva;:aturn crestlne — cum ai
raspunde scurt si cuprinzator?

Eu cred intr-un Dumnezeu care iubeste omenirea
aga de intens, asa de mult, incat El insusi a ales a
deveni om. Deci, eu cred in Iisus Hristos, adevarat
si Intreg Dumnezeu, dar in acelasi timp, unul ca
si noi, total si fard retinere, om desdrvarsit. Si ag
mai spune: Dragostea lui Dumnezeu este atit de
mare incat Hristos a murit pentru noi pe cruce.
Dar dragostea este mai mare decat moartea, pen-
tru ca moartea lui Iisus Hristos a fost urmata de
Inviere. Sunt crestin pentru cd eu cred in marea
dragoste a lui Dumnezeu care a dus la intruparea,
la moartea si la invierea Sa. Aceasta este credinta
mea. Si toate acestea ne sunt date noud acum prin
lucrarea continua a Duhului Sfant.

Mitropolitul Kallistos Ware
Interviu in Christianity Today — 6 iulie 2011
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Muzeul Ethnic ...

Cont. de la pag 22
adevdratd incursiune Tn istoria gi cultura romaneasca.

In 1960, Muzeul bisericii Sfanta Maria a fost bine-
cuvantat de Arhiepiscopul Valerian. De aceastd datd, in
11 octombrie, 2014, cand aceasta biserica romaneasca
de peste Ocean si-a serbatjubileul de 110 ani de la
intemeiere, panglica inaugurald a noului exponat a
fost tdiatd de Inaltpreasfintitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel
si Preasfintitul Irineu, Episciop Vicar. Parintele Remus
Grama a oferit o prezentare introductivd a acestei
»piese de conversatie” , apoi, a multumit voluntarilor
care l-au ajutat, dupa care a invitat pe oaspeti la o
receptie festivd. Sprijinind viziunea preotului gazda,
Inatpreasfintitul Nathaniel a indemnat pe credinciosi
sd sprijine ideia zidirii unei cladiri adecvate pentru
muzeul roménesc din Cleveland. Acest indemn a
fost reafirmat iardsi duminicd, 12 octombrie in cadrul
programului marii aniversari, care s-a desfasurat sub
sfera de lumind a frizei natiunii Romane a artistului
roman Mac Constantinescu.

De acum expozitia blazoanelor romanesti din Cle-
veland intra in circuitul cultural al neamului, dar nu
numai atat. Suntem incredintati cd ea va atrage si atentia
presei apusene. Astfel, pe langa celelalte valori cultu-
rale prin care comunitatea romaneaasca din Cleveland
prezinta celor interesati Romania, secularele noastre
steme vor vorbi despre gloria si suferintele neamului
nostru. Generatiile tinere de Romani-americani vor avea
si el binecuvantarea sd Tnvete si sd-si descoperda mai
profund mostenirea, evocand mai departe tumultoasa
noastrd istorie la mii de kilometrii departe de tara.

Muzeul romanesc din Cleveland isi reinoieste acum
apelul catre cei ce sunt binecuvantati si pot sd sprijine
perpetuarea si mentinerea activitdtii acestuia. Parintele
Grama vorbeste adesea de pilda preotului Zosim Oancea,
care a ldsat Tn Romania un muzeu de icoane pe sticla,
la Sibiel. In statul Missourri, un alt preot ortodox, de
culoare, a infiintat un muzeu al sclaviei. In aceastd
ligd si poate una chiar mai inaltd se numérd muzeul
bisericii din Cleveland, unde pictura si sculptura dau
mana cu chipuri istorice ale neamului. Strdinii sunt
impresionati de ceea ce vad si revin frecvent in fiecare
an la acest centru cultural.

Parintele Grama si credinciosii
bisericii se straduiesc sa inalte o cla-
dire adecvata pentru care are deja atat
proprietatea, cat si exponatele. intre
ele se numara piese istorice de valoa-
re: picturi din clasici i impresionigti, g
precum si stampe, desene de epocd, K%
icoane, vesminte, covoare $i statui de
artisti romani recunoscuti. Desigur, nu
este usor, deoarece muyeul nu bene-
ficiayd de nici un sprijin de la statul
Roman sau American. Ne-am bucura
de orice |ncurajare, de la mecenati sau |

g
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Invitim de la Sfinii Périnfi...
CE SA FACI ATUNCI

CAND ITI DAI SEAMA
CA ESTI BARFIT...

S& stii cd aceia care ne chinuie prin batjocura, toc-
mai acestia sunt vrdjmasii nostri. Si la ei s-a gandit
Domnul cand a poruncit: ,,Iubiti pe vrajmasii vostri”.
Ei ne fac binele nestiind ce fac.

Amarandu-ne si strimtorandu-ne, ei aprind in noi
torta Inflacardrii dumnezeiesti. Barfindu-ne pe la
spate atunci cind mergem la bisericd, ei ne mand mai
aproape de Dumnezeu. Ficandu-ne pamantul suparator,
ei ne fac Cerul drag. Gerul si vantul nu vor binele
copdacelului, nsd si fard sd vrea 1i aduc binele. Asa
si vrdjmasii tai, tie.

Drept aceea, iartd-le lor, si binecuvanteazi-i, si ro-
agd-te lui Dumnezeu pentru ei, si - ceea ce e culmea
a toate - iubeste-i ca pe cei mai mari binefdcdtori ai
tdi dupd Dumnezeu.

(Sfantul Nicolae Velimirovici, Raspunsuri la int-
rebdri ale lumii de astdzi, Editura Sofia, p. 10)

instituiile de resort. Romanii din Cleveland si, acum,
speram ca si cei de acasd Inteleg cd acest muzeu al
diasporei, Tnsumeaza scantei dind valvitaia creatoare
a exilului si a neamului romanesc, din ultima sutd de
ani. Sperdm cd ea va continua sd ardd cu putere pentru
tot ceea noi, romanii de pretutindeni - chiar si cei cu
linuta de unire - am creat si creiem, iubim si apreciem.

Pr. dr. Remus Grama
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