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NATIVITY OF JESUS CHRIST, OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOR

Beloved Spiritual Children in Christ,
Reverend Clergy, Devout Faithful, and Venerable Monastics of our God-protected Episcopate:

May God our Father, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the All-Holy Spirit
grant you grace and peace, and from us, hierarchal blessings!

""...The angel Gabriel was sent by God...to a virgin...and the virgin's name was Mary...and said to her,
"Mary...you are to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus..." (Lk 1:26-32),"...and you
[Joseph] must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from their sins' (Mt 1:21-22).

Dearly Beloved in Christ:
The Christ is born! Glorify Him!

We Christians embrace Holy Scripture, the Bible, as the inspired word of God, comprising the Old and
New Testaments. Between the Old Testament and its prophecies from God revealing his love for
mankind, and the New Testament the fulfillment of his plan, the pivotal point is the fulfillment of these
prophecies in the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, whom we confess in the Creed as "the Son of God,
...begotten of the Father before all ages...incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became man.

"

It is the birth on earth of Jesus of Nazareth, born in Bethlehem of Judea, the incarnate Son of God who
was foretold in prophecy, that we are celebrating today. Every Old Testament prophecy is about the
coming of the Savior, God on earth. In the New Testament in Acts of the Apostles, we are reminded
that, "...by the name of Jesus Christ...is the only one by which we be saved" (Acts 4:12). Thus, every time
we speak the name "Jesus," we are actually calling him "Savior."

The Evangelists Luke and Matthew wrote in Greek, identifying "lisus" as Savior, the name "Jesus" in
English. Both names are renderings of the Aramaic name "Yeshua" and the Hebrew "Yehoshu'a," which
means "he is the one who is to save his people from their sins."” Thus, the angel's insistence on the name of
Jesus to the Virgin Mary and Joseph, whom St. John Chrysostom says that he, Joseph, was readily
disposed to implement the angel's words (Cat. GF).

In both angelic messages, there is an emphasis on the words, "must name him Jesus." The emphasis is
because the name portrays the reality of the person's life, and this child, to be born, Jesus, Yeshua, will
be "The Savior" of his people. The consistent message of the entire Bible is God's plan of redemption in
Yeshua, Jesus the Messiah. What is this redemption? It is the granting of eternal life to those who
believe in Jesus, Savior, him who saves them from eternal death. This does not mean that we do not die
a physical death. It means we will be granted a new and unending life in Christ as he himself had after
his resurrection from Death.




In prophecies about the awaited Savior, he is known by many titles foretelling his presence and actions
on earth. No Old Testament prophet claimed to or was said to save the people from their sins. "It is to
him that all the prophets bear this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will have their sins forgiven through
his name" (Acts 10:43). There is no other prophet after the birth of Jesus Christ.

In the Nativity service, "The Royal Hours," we are reminded of some of the prophecies about this Savior
who will come from heaven to earth to restore humanity at the time known only by the Father:

* The place where he is to be born, and that the Savior is already pre-existing.
"Bethlehem...from you shall come forth for Me one who is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from
of old, from ancient times...and the Lovd shall stand firm and shepherd His flock...." (I1st Hour:
Micah 5:2.4)

* And, Jesus is divine, God who appeared on earth. "Such is our God; no other is to be compared
to Him... Then he appeared on earth and moved among men...All who cling to him will live, but those
who forsake him will die" (3rd Hour: Baruch 3:36-4:4).

* Also, born of a virgin mother. "Therefore, the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall
be with child, and bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel, God is with us!" (6th Hour: Isaiah 7:14).
* And he is Father of the age to come. "For a child is born to us, a son is given us...Messenger of
the Great Counsel, Mighty One, Father of the age to come, Prince of Peace..." (9th Hour: Isaiah 9:6).

Saint Paul reminds us, "In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways...through the prophets...but in
our own time he has spoken to us through his son...through whom he made everything there is"” (Heb. 1:1-2).
From these prophecies we learn that the Lord God himself will shepherd the sheep, that is to say,
mankind; that he himself, the Word of God, will appear on earth and live among us, and his name will
reveal his work, that is, "God is with us," and those who believe in him will live with him in the age to
come.

Jesus Christ fulfilled all the prophecies about himself in the "Old Testament," thus ushering in his Good
News, which we also call "The Gospel." There is no other "news" as great, as good as this! So let us
give thanks to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for this divine love for us, a love so indescribable that
even the multitude of prophecies can only hint at it. St. John the Evangelist reminds us, "God is love,"
and the Apostles, overwhelmed by their experience of this love in Jesus, the Chosen Savior of mankind,
so preached salvation to all the world.

Dearly beloved, it is this Good News, which we call the Gospel, that we are celebrating today. That
whosoever believes in Jesus, the Messiah or Anointed one, the Savior, will have the gift of eternal life,
and that there is only one way anyone can come to God — through faith in His Sent One, the Messiah
(John 14:6) born in Bethlehem of Judea to whom belongs all glory, honor and worship together with the
Father and the Holy Spirit.

Christ the Savior is born! Let us glorify him!
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