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HIS ALL-HOLINESS ECUMENICAL 
PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW CLARIFIES

THE SITUATION OF THE UKRAINIAN CHURCH
On Monday, September 3, 2018, before the en-

tire Hierarchy of Metropolitans and Bishops of the 
Church of Constantinople, who were meeting in the 
Queen of Cities for the Synaxis of the Hierarchs of 
the Ecumenical Throne on the feast of Indiction, 
His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church, clarifying and reiterat-
ing numerous key points concerning the unity of the 
Holy Orthodox Church and the role within it of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

His Beatitude Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All 
Russia and His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew on matters of inter-Orthodox concern.

wisdom and historical insight, speaking “as the guardian 
of the holy and sacred traditions of Orthodoxy, as well 

Councils and other local councils, but also of the teach-

which seeks neither worldly renown or secular power, 

safeguarding the unity and communion of the local 

Turning his attention to the situation of the Ukrainian 
Church, His All-Holiness pointed out that “no matter 
how much some wish to embellish the situation in 

indisputable arguments demonstrating that the origin 

a recent phenomenon nor something created by the 
-

minded the assembled hierarchs of the unfortunate 
fact that “already from the early 14th century, when 

the canonical permission of the Mother Church to 

-
siastical control by the Moscow center. Indeed, the 
obstinacy of the Patriarchate of Moscow was instru-
mental in occasionally creating repeated mergers and 
restorations of ecclesiastical eparchies, uncanonical 
elections of Bishops as well as schisms, which still 

His All-Holiness also noted that “a study of the 

This is because “the Tome proclaiming Moscow as 

It was only “in the year 1686, our predecessor, the 
late Patriarch Dionysios IV, following great political 
pressure from the harrowing circumstances and for 
peace in the local Church, was obliged to issue a letter 
granting Moscow the license to ordain the Metropolitan 

-

the Ecumenical Patriarch as his ecclesiastical superior 
and authority, but also to demonstrate the canonical 

That is, said His All-Holiness, how the matter 
remains to this day: “As far as we know, no other 

of the condition to commemorate Constantinople has 

-

Regarding the present situation, His All-Holiness 
pointed out that “the occasional deliberate efforts of 

Thus, since Russia, as the one responsible for the 

the problem, the Ecumenical Patriarchate assumed the 

the authority afforded to it by the Sacred Canons and 

-

These appeals to the Ecumenical Patriarchate were in 
accord with those Sacred Canons, as His All-Holiness 
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STATEMENT OF THE HOLY SYNOD OF THE 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH REGARDING 

THE ORTHODOX CHURCH IN UKRAINE

With profound regret and sorrow, the Holy Synod 
of the Russian Orthodox Church learned about the 
statement made by the Holy Synod of the Orthodox 
Church of Constantinople concerning the appointment 

without an agreement with the Primate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church and His Beatitude Metropolitan 

head of the Orthodox Church in Ukraine. It constitutes 

in the implementation of a plan aimed at granting 

the statements of the Patriarchate of Constantinople, 

-

allegations are untrue and completely contradict the 
historical facts.

at times shattered the unity of the Russian Church. 
The Patriarchate of Constantinople, that originally 

consistently defended its unity until the middle of the 

to Vladimir and then to Moscow, the Metropolitans 

Russia into two parts was caused by the dire conse-

beginning of the Unia with Rome, which the Church 

Bishops of the Russian Church, without the blessing 
of the Patriarch of Constantinople who was in the 
Unia at the time, elected St. Jonah as Metropolitan. 
At that moment, the autocephalous life of the Russian 

1458, the former Patriarch of Constantinople, Gregory 

Gregory the Bulgarian, a Uniate, and submitted to 
him the territories which are now parts of Ukraine, 
Poland, Lithuania, Belarus and Russia.

By the decision of the Council of Constantinople of 
1593, in which all four Eastern Patriarchs participated, 

Patriarchate. This Patriarchate united all Russian lands, 

Constantinople to Patriarch Nikon of Moscow in 1654. 
In this letter, Patriarch Nikon is called “Patriarch of 

Russian Church took place in 1686. It was done in a 
form of the Act signed by Patriarch Dionysius IV of 
Constantinople and members of his Synod. The doc-
ument says nothing about the temporary nature of the 
transfer of the Metropolia, contradicting the current 

No statements concerning the temporary transfer of the 

other two Letters of 1686, addressed to the Moscow 

the Letter sent by Patriarch Dionysius to the Moscow 

Until the 20th century, none of the Local Orthodox 
Churches, including the Church of Constantinople, 

Constantinople granted autocephaly to the Polish 
Orthodox Church which at the time had an auton-
omous status within the Russian Orthodox Church. 
The Tomos of the Autocephaly of the Polish Church, 
granted by the Patriarchate of Constantinople in 1924 
and unrecognized by the Russian Church, groundlessly 
states: “The original secession from our Throne of the 
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Church of Moscow, did not at all occur in accordance 

canonical territory of the Russian Church in the 1920s 
and 1930s. At a time when the Russian Church was 

its cruelty, the Patriarchate of Constantinople, behind 
its back and without its consent, took uncanonical 

the territory of the young states formed on the borders 
of the former Russian Empire: in 1923 it transformed 
the autonomous Churches in the territory of Estonia 

the autocephaly to the Polish Orthodox Church1, and 

Russian émigré parishes in Western Europe without 
the consent of the Russian Orthodox Church, and 
transformed them into its own temporary exarchate.

It was particularly unseemly of the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople to engage in attempts to depose the 
Holy Confessor Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow and All 
Russia, canonically elected in 1917. Such attempts 
were made in the 1920s by the atheistic authorities 

-
mining the authority of the Orthodox Church among 

destroying it.

helping arrest the Orthodox bishops and clergymen, in 
informing on them and seizing their churches. Patriarch 
Gregory VII of Constantinople openly supported the 

Archimandrite Basilios (Dimopoulo), attended the 

Gregory himself called upon Patriarch Tikhon to ab-
dicate the Patriarchal Throne.

-
lished excerpts from the minutes of the sessions of 
the Holy Synod of the Patriarchate of Constantinople, 

(Dimopoulo). According to an excerpt of 6 May 

himself the task, submitted for his consideration, “of 
conciliating the distempers and discords of recent 
times in the brotherly church by establishing a special 

minutes, represented not the suffering Russian Church 

theomachist authorities, but the schismatic groups 

supported the persecution of the Holy Patriarch Tikhon 
initiated by those authorities.

The reasons why the Church of Constantinople sup-

Archimandrite Basilios (Dimopoulo) in his letter sent 

East who are well-disposed towards it, and thus win 

-

Patriarch, recognized in the East as the head of all 
the Orthodox people, has demonstrated by his actions 

Patriarchate of Constantinople the building that had 

of Constantinople.

Russian Church, its only legitimate head, Patriarch 
Tikhon of All Russia, expressed his resolute protest 
against the uncanonical actions of his brother. The 

now as well: “It troubled and surprised us greatly that 

head of the whole Russian Orthodox Church, interferes 
in the life and internal affairs of the autocephalous 
Russian Church… Sending any commission without 
contacting me as the only legitimate and Orthodox 

-
hind my back, is illegal. It will not be tolerated by the 
Russian Orthodox people and will not bring comfort 

of our Church, which is happening now.
At the cost of bloodshed by thousands of new 

of its relationships with the Church of Constantinople. 

for the Russian Church caused by great geopolitical 
tempests, the Church of Constantinople once again 
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METROPOLITAN TIKHON PRESIDES AT THE 
80TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VATRA

L-R: Archbishop Michael, Archbishop Nathaniel, Metropolitan Tikhon, Archbishop Benjamin

-
-

Romanian Episco-
pate

the site of numerous programs, retreats, conferences 
and summer camps.  The center of life at the Vatra, 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tik-

Archbishop Nathaniel of Detroit and 
the Romanian Episcopate, presided at 

-
ry of the Vatra September 6-8, 2018 

86th annual Church Congress.
The history of the Vatra is closely 

Romanian Orthodox bishop in North 
-

no designated episcopal residence.  

faithful from Detroit facilitated the 

Lake Township, Jackson County, MI. 

and a cornerstone was laid for the 

chapel.  Once the ances-
tral home of the Ottawa 
and Chippewa Tribes, the 
site was part of a 1,000 
acre holding of the Boland 

Scotland, who came to 
the US in 1710 and settled 
the land on a grant by 
President Andrew Jackson.  

Scotch settlers to Romanian 
Americans, the land has a 

remains a well-known local 
landmark.

Thursday morning, Sep-
tember 6, for the celebra-

followed by brunch. They then proceeded to the Vale-
rian D Trifa Romanian-American Heritage Center for 

-
copate Council then met for the pre-Congress session, 
and many of the Deaneries had informal meetings of 
the Deanery clergy. Metropolitan Tikhon was warmly 

welcomed
Vatra on Thursday.  The following 

plenary session.
“We recently concluded the 19th 

All-American Council with the 
theme, ‘For the Life of the World,’” 
Metropolitan Tikhon observed.  “I 
personally was reinvigorated every 
day of the Council and encouraged by 
the lively discussions that took place 
in the forums and in my one-on-one 
interactions with the delegates.  It was 
all inspiring and, in a very concrete 
way, life-giving. “I was also encour-
aged by the positive response to the 
document I had prepared, Of What 
Life Do We Speak?,” Metropolitan 
Tikhon continued.  “The subtitle 
to that work is ‘Four Pillars for the 
Ful llment of the postolic Work 
of the Church,’ and it was clear to 
me, especially from the inspiring 
testimonies offered by each of our 

Hawaiian Myrrh-Streaming Icon of the 
Iveron Mother of God
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dioceses in their video presentations, that this apos-
tolic work is, in fact, already rmly established in our 
parishes and dioceses….  It is clear to me that we are 
a Church not only prepared to take up our apostolic 
work with a renewed zeal, but that in every corner of 
the rthodo  Church in merica that zeal has been 
encouraged, nurtured and is already in bloom.”

Later the same day, the Hawaiian Myrrh-Stream-
 at the 

On Saturday, September 8, Metropolitan Tikhon 

Nathaniel and His Eminence, Archbishop Michael of 
New York and New Jersey and His Eminence, Arch-

Tikhon awarded the Order of Saint Innocent, Gold 

of episcopal ministry and 34 years as ruling bishop of 

in grateful recognition of his tireless ministry as chief 
-

dox unity in North America, and faithful preacher of 

capacity, Metropolitan Tikhon and Archbishop Mi-
chael departed. 

On Sunday, September 9, Archbishop Nathaniel and 

Blessed Virgin Mary in the presence of the Hawaiian 

ROEofA]) and YouTube channel (RomanianDioce-
-

DioceseROEA]).
The Episcopate is sincerely thankful to Subdeacon 

from across the North American continent. Her pres-
ence during the Episcopate Congress and after was a 

dedicated to the glory of God!

Metropolitan Tikhon presented the Order of Saint Innocent to 
Archbishop Nathaniel, the Senior Bishop on the Holy Synod of 
Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America, on the occasion 
of the 50th Anniversary of his ordination.

A LETTER FROM 
ARCHPRIEST 

DIMITRIE VINCENT
“With Gratitude & Thanksgiving”

I am blessed by God to be back at home and at the 

take this opportunity to thank you for all your beautiful 
-

and hard work.

-
ing.  In humility, I ask for your continued prayers as I 

coming months and year ahead.  I shall pray for you.
During my return to health, I am reminded, time 

and time again, that the Gift of Life is precious and 

Pearl of great price is a gift to be guarded at all cost!   

that unites us, one to another, enriches our souls and 
transforms sickness and suffering from death to life.

May Our Jesus Christ, the Physician of souls and 

Faithfully Yours,
Archpriest Dimitrie Vincent
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1923 concerning the transfer of the Estonian Ortho-

1996, the Patriarchate of Constantinople uncanonically 

the Moscow Patriarchate was forced to temporarily 
break off Eucharistic communion with it.

made attempts to interfere in the Ukrainian church 
-

diction the Ukrainian schismatic communities in the 
United States and in the countries of the Diaspora. The 
same year, Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople 

episcopate of the Patriarchate of Constantinople would 
not get in contact and concelebrate with the schismatics 

was drawn by them into an anti-canonical process of 
legitimizing the schism in Ukraine by means of es-
tablishing a parallel church structure and by granting 
autocephalous status to it.

The position on the issue of autocephaly, which 
the Patriarchate of Constantinople is expressing now, 
contradicts completely the concerted position of all the 
Local Orthodox Churches, worked out as the result of 

preparations for the Holy and Great Council and af-

of all the Local Churches, including the Church of 
Constantinople.

the episcopate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 
Patriarch Bartholomew took into consideration the 

schismatics, which completely contradicts his own 
position expressed until recently on repeated pub-

 Greek newspaper, he 
said, “Autocephaly and autonomy are granted by the 
whole Church through a decision of the Ecumenical 

-
archate, as the coordinator of all Orthodox Churches, 

-
eral actions and statements are ecclesiological notions 
alien to Orthodoxy. Recently, addressing the synaxis 
of hierarchs of the Patriarchate of Constantinople, 

Patriarch Bartholomew said that “Orthodoxy cannot 

assertions something other than an attempt to reform 
Orthodox ecclesiology in accordance with the Roman 
Catholic model.

The Russian Orthodox Church was particularly 

Synod of the Church of Constantinople to allow a 
second marriage for clerics. This decision constitutes a 

Apostles, Canon 3 of the Council in Trullo, Canon 1 
of the Council of Neocaesarea, Canon 12 of St. Basil 
the Great), as well as tramples on the pan-Orthodox 

held in Crete in 2016, the recognition of which the 

from the rest of the Local Churches.
The Patriarchate of Constantinople, in its attempts 

life in Ukraine. In their statements, the hierarchs of 
the Church of Constantinople go so far as to call Met-

-

the Patriarch of Constantinople. Meanwhile, earlier, 
during the Synaxis of the Local Orthodox Churches 
in Chambésy in January 2016, Patriarch Bartholomew 
publicly called Metropolitan Onufry the only canon-
ical Primate of the Orthodox Church in Ukraine. 
On the same occasion, the Primate of the Church of 

Council in Crete nor afterwards would he make any 
attempts to legalize the schism or grant autocephaly 
to anybody on a unilateral basis.

now been broken. The unilateral, uncanonical actions 
of the See of Constantinople in the territory of Ukraine, 
committed while ignoring completely the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, indicate a direct support for the 
Ukrainian schism. It constitutes a great temptation 

Orthodox Church that the Patriarchate of Constanti-
nople, considering itself to be the Mother Church for 

Lk. 11:11).
The deep concern of the Russian Orthodox Church 

of Constantinople concerning the situation in Ukraine 

and All Russia to Patriarch Bartholomew on 31 August 

week after the meeting, the Patriarchate of Constan-
tinople published the uncanonical decision regarding 

Statement of the Holy Synod ...
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In this critical situation, when Constantinople has 

of dialogue, the Moscow Patriarchate is forced to 
suspend the liturgical prayerful commemoration of 
the Patriarch of Constantinople and with profound 
regret suspend the concelebration with hierarchs of 
the Patriarchate of Constantinople, as well as break 
off the participation of the Russian Orthodox Church 
in the Episcopal Assemblies and in the theological 
dialogues, multilateral commissions and any other 

the Patriarchate of Constantinople.

the territory of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, we 
will be compelled to completely break off Eucharistic 
communion with the Patriarchate of Constantinople. 

Bartholomew of Constantinople and the hierarchs 
supporting him.

-
ardy the whole world Orthodoxy, we at this hour of 
hardship ask the Local Autocephalous Churches for 
support and call upon the Primates of the Churches to 
fully realize our shared responsibility for the fate of 
world Orthodoxy and initiate a fraternal pan-Orthodox 
discussion on the church situation in Ukraine.

We call upon the plenitude of the Russian Orthodox 

unity of Holy Orthodoxy.
***

-
doxy, which is in the minority and sometimes in rather 

turn, in 1948, granted autocephalous rights to the Or-

disputes and misunderstandings between the Orthodox 

status, and to transfer the New Valamo Monastery to 

communion was restored.

-
tinople with the decrees of its 9th and 17th Canons. 
Numerous instances of the exercise of this right to 

-

anything unrelated to the incarnate Word. Its mission 
is not comprised of imposing some new ecclesiologi-

traditions and inspired patristic teachings established 
many centuries ago. The Mother Church does not cre-

exercises a prophetic ministry, extending the mystery 
of the Catholic Church in Christ Jesus throughout the 

In exercising that ministry, the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate must confront heresies. “The great temptation of the 

this problem is ethnophyletism, the propensity to ex-

by the Patriarchal and Synodal Tomes. The Ecumenical 
Patriarchate bears the responsibility of setting matters 
in ecclesiastical and canonical order, because it alone 

blessing of the Church and the Ecumenical Councils 
to carry out this supreme and exceptional duty as a 

Ecumenical Patriarchate denies its responsibility and 

the local Churches will proceed ‘as sheep without 

The Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle, Archons 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, expresses our grat-
itude to His All-Holiness for the wisdom and piety 

and faithful of the Holy Orthodox Church around the 
world will consider carefully and heed the words of 
His All-Holiness, and that Almighty God will bestow 
upon His Church a renewed unity and peace.

Anthony J. Limberakis, MD 
 

National Commander

His All-Holiness ... 

NEW 50TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION OF THE

ST. MARY’S SOCIETY
c/o Marie Sandru
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METROPOLITAN TIKHON ISSUES 
ARCHPASTORAL LETTER CONCERNING 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN UKRAINE

an Archpastoral Letter to the clergy, monastics and faithful of the Orthodox Church in America in reference to 

Archpastoral Letter of His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon 
in Reference to Recent Developments  

Regarding the Orthodox Church in Ukraine

The Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church 
in America supports the need for regular dialogue at 

to address the current crisis in Ukraine through the 
-

ciliar process, wherein an authentic solution can be 
found to this problem. We are prepared to participate 

In the meantime, we call on our clergy, monastics, 

for His Beatitude, Metropolitan Onufry, and all the 
bishops, clergy, monastics, and faithful of the canon-
ical Ukrainian Orthodox Church. May the Lord grant 

(Ephesians 4:3). Relying on the healing power of Christ, 
we exhort all in the Orthodox Church in America 

collaboration and eucharistic communion with both 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Patriarchate of 
Moscow, thus offering a sign of unity in the face of 
current threats to unity.

May our Lord Jesus Christ, the Chief Shepherd, 
through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter 
and Spirit of Truth, grant to all parties the wisdom, 

in Ukraine, so that working in unity all may turn their 
energy and attention to the singular and true mission of 
the Church, the preaching to the world of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ Tikhon 
Archbishop of Washington 

Metropolitan of All American and Canada

09.26.2018

Church in America:

Christ is in our midst!

much media attention. The Holy Synod of Bishops 
of the Orthodox Church in America has been closely 

an impact in our own communities. Many of our 

His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 
-

ious preliminary responses offered by other Orthodox 

yet with understanding, the decision of the Moscow 
Patriarchate to cease liturgical commemoration of the 
Ecumenical Patriarch and suspend concelebration and 
participation by bishops of the Moscow Patriarchate 
in inter-Orthodox contexts.

We are deeply aware of the pain and trauma in the 
life of Orthodox people caused by ecclesial schism 

spiritual challenges demanding the healing power of 
Christ and Christian faith. We are mindful of the Rus-

Churches to “understand the common responsibility 
for the fate of world Orthodoxy and to initiate a fra-
ternal all-Orthodox discussion of the church situation 
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 Pittsburgh, PA ................................................ $1,000.00
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Julia M. Kalugar, the 
daughter of Michael J. and 

Hills, Michigan, is the recip-

Undergraduate Scholarship. 
She is a member of St. George 
Romanian Orthodox Cathe-

attending Wayne State Uni-

she is studying for a degree 
in Marketing and a minor in 

-

her Masters Degree in Business Administration and 

Graduate Scholarship
Cristina M. Ocrainiciuc, 

the daughter of Honore and 
Liliana Ocrainiciuc of North 
Canton, Ohio, is the recipient 

She is a member of St. George 
Romanian Orthodox Church in 

her Bachelor of Science in 
Biology and minor in German 

Columbus, OH. There she 

Mentor, and ASDA Member. She is an ASDA District 
6 Cabinet Member. Cristina is currently a participant 
in the Summer Research Program and the Co-Chair 
of the Ohio State College of Dentistry Mentorship 
Program. Her accomplishments in extra-curricular, 

so many that we are unable to list them all. She is 
continuing her post-graduate studies at Ohio State 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
William R. Stanitz / AROY Scholarship

Julia Marie Kalugar
Hills, Michigan and member of St. George Cathedral, 

and has completed her freshman year at Wayne State 

Michigan, where she assisted the preschool program 

both her Junior and Senior year, she was the captain 
-

orable mention for commemoration of sportsmanship 
and dedication. She was also a member of both the 

summer of her freshman year and continuing through 
her sophomore year, she has had the opportunity 
to be an intern at the Detroit Institute of Art as a 
Marketing Analyst. Since she was baptized, she has 

and singing in the church choir. Julia has attended the 

as both a camper and a dining room hostess. During 
her freshman year at Wayne State, she participated 

-
thodox Radio,   where she called upon other students 

family has been a great support for our Episcopate 
for many generations from her grandmother working 
the camps for many years to her being a young parish 

Congratulations to Julia Marie Kalugar and may she 

Knowledge and Good Works.  

Ioana Alexandra Moldo-
van  of Wethersfield, Con-
necticut and daughter of V. 

-

Manchester, Connecticut, is 
a recipient of the William R. 
Stanitz AROY Scholarship 

high school diploma from 
Wethersfield High School 
and is currently a senior at 
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molecular and genetics specialization and has made 

a part of the National Honor Society, Vice President 
of the National English Honor Society and Treasurer 
of the National Spanish Honor Society. She was also 

Connecticut Council of Language Teachers Award 
of Excellence in Spanish. Since her start at Boston 

Dental Health Administration Department and Pediatric 

interact with Imagination Playgrounds, and also at 

barrier for Spanish-speaking patients. She is also the 

President of the Boston Rotaract Club, Ambassador 
of the Kilachand Honors College and an International 

Boston Health Leads where she works with the Boston 

patients and their families. She also is a Research 
Assistant for the Women in Control 2.0 Study, where 
she assists a research team in the diabetes self-man-

Autónoma de Madrid. In the summer of 2017, Ioana 
also participated in a Medical Internship at the Hos-
pital Materno Infantil de San Isidro in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. As the daughter of a priest, Ioana grew up 
in the church and found the church has become her 
home. She taught Sunday school and wanted to help 
grow her parish from a mission. She wanted to do 
so in teaching the youth about Christ and help them 
form an interest in continuing to follow and learn 
about him. She also participates in the parish choir 

and graduating in the Spring of 2019. Thank you for 
-

edge and Good Works.

Scholarship ... 

Mark Makara-Czesnakowicz, Grass Lake, MI ..... $153.00
 ............... $150.00

Nicolina Klein, Lakewood, OH ............................ $150.00
Linca Thomas, Dearborn Hts, MI ......................... $150.00

 ..................................... $120.00
Claudia Machedan, Chicago, IL ........................... $120.00
Adelina Balog, Elmhurst, IL ................................. $100.00

 ............................... $100.00
Mariana Berbec, Woodridge, IL ............................ $100.00

 ............................. $100.00
 ..... $100.00

Mircea & Priscilla Georgescu, Skokie, IL ............ $100.00
 ...................................... $100.00

Richard Grabowski, Jackson, MI .......................... $100.00
 .............. $100.00

 ........................ $100.00
 ............. $100.00

Anthony Marila, Chicago, IL ................................ $100.00
 ................................... $100.00

 ... $100.00
............ $100.00

 .............. $100.00
George & Elena Oprean, La Grange, IL ............... $100.00
Robert & Anca Paduraru, Glen Ellyn, IL ............. $100.00
Sorin Petrutoni, Middle Village, NY .................... $100.00
Krystyna & Sergiu Pistoli, Lemont, IL ................. $100.00
Axinia Lucy Pop, Northbrook, IL ......................... $100.00

 ................. $100.00
 ................................. $100.00

 Dearborn Hts, MI ............................................. $100.00
Maria Risca, Sterling Hts, MI .............................. $100.00

 ...................... $100.00
Petru & Ramona Sarca, New York, NY ................ $100.00
Carol Schweitzer, San Diego, CA ......................... $100.00
Barbara Stelea, N Canton, OH ............................. $100.00

 ............... $100.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA ........... $100.00

 .................. $100.00
 ......................... $100.00

 .................................... $100.00
 ........................... $100.00

 ........................ $100.00
Angela Voiculescu, Brunswick, OH ...................... $100.00
Bogdan Coroblea, Aurora, ON ............................... $80.00

 ............................. $80.00
Eugen & Mihaela Bodea, Madison Hts, MI ........... $70.00

 ............. $70.00
 .......................... $60.00

Constantin & Elena Dinu, Ottawa, ON .................. $60.00
Gheorghe & Cornelia Gheorghe, Chicago, IL ........ $60.00

 ................................................. $60.00
 ..................... $60.00

 .................................... $60.00
Gheorghe & Mihaela Popa, Parma Hts, MI ............ $60.00
Victor Sirbu, Lemont, IL ........................................ $60.00

 ................... $50.00
................................. $50.00

 ................ $50.00
Robert Craciun Sr, Youngstown, OH ...................... $50.00

 ................. $50.00
 ........................... $50.00

 .................................. $50.00
Jessica & Scott Hendricks, Jackson, MI ................. $50.00

 ............ $50.00
Valerie Luca, Youngstown, OH .............................. $50.00
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THE HERESY OF 
PAPISM

by George Demacopoulos

The three-way dispute between Ukrainians, Russians, 

Ukrainian ecclesiastical independence is shaping up to 
be the greatest challenge to Orthodox Christian unity 

Ukrainian autocephaly would represent an unmitigated 
disaster for the Russian Orthodox Church. Not only 

its parishes and undermine its 
but it would dramatically belie the claim of the Mos-
cow Patriarchate that it is the leader of the Orthodox 
Christian world.

In a desperate effort to thwart the independence 
-

gates are pushing a host of rhetorical and historical 
arguments, but none is more belligerent or ridiculous 
than the accusation that the Ecumenical Patriarchate 

-

theological illiteracy and the potency of anti-Catholic 
rhetorical smears within inner-Orthodox polemic.

-

inherently heretical about the papacy. Many saints of 
the Byzantine era, including John Chrysostom and 

seniority of the bishop of Rome and appealed to the 

and the papacy.

technical theological term that refers to a deliberate 

-

tradition or canonical order, but they do not constitute 
heresy. St. Basil famously explained this distinction 
in a letter to Amphilokios in the fourth century.

has nothing to do with the dogma of the Church, the 
category of heresy is not applicable.

churches, and who gets to decide when a local church 
-

where, these kinds of disputes go back to the late-an-
cient world and largely mirror broader geopolitical 
transformations.

Although I would not do so, one might make the 

authority. Or, one might contend that it is not pasto-
rally prudent for the Ecumenical Patriarch to grant 
autocephaly to the Ukrainian Church at this time. 
But neither of those positions would be akin to the 
slanderous accusation that the Ecumenical Patriarch 
has succumbed to the heresy of papism.

of this slander are theologically obtuse or willfully 

-
partment of External Church Relations of the Moscow 
Patriarchate. But that is precisely what is happening. 

-

decision unilaterally, which contradicts the multi-age 
tradition of the Church, which is nothing else but the 

In all of this, perhaps, we should not lose sight of 
the difference between the millennium-long Orthodox 

in the Middle Ages, and the rather recent appropriation 
-

dox accusation, which is designed to delegitimate the 
authority of an Orthodox bishop.

by the Old Calendarist schismatics in the middle of 
the twentieth century as part of a failed propaganda 

teaching, but rather, a catch-all slander that encom-

with Western Christianity and modernity. Of course, 
the real target of the Old Calendarists was not the 
Roman Catholic Church or the bishop of Rome but 

Perhaps it is telling that Metropolitan Hilarion has 
been reduced to employing the rhetorical tactics of a 
highly sectarian and schismatic community from the 

something that appears unstoppable at this point. Let 
us pray that he and others in the Moscow Patriarchate 
know better than the Old Calendarists that exagger-
ated rhetorical slanders do nothing to legitimize a 
self-imposed schism.
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SEEING CLEARLY
By Monk Raphael (Brown)

 16:7 LXX

Strength and power, demanding to be obeyed.

Thrown into the weigh scales of such worldly
 perceptions
How do the sick, the outcast, the weak, and the broken
Measure up to lofty standards such as these?

Do not weep, wail and lament
All is not lost.
Hope abounds for each person

]

Adrian & Alexandra Mihes, White Plains, NY ....... $50.00
 ........................... $50.00

Elena Muntean, Parma Hts, OH ............................. $50.00
Dan, Corina & Daniel Phillips, Wadsworth, OH .... $50.00

 ..................... $50.00
Cosmina Soaita, Ann Arbor, MI ............................. $50.00
Vasile Socite, Burr Ridge, IL .................................. $50.00
Maria Stefanescu .................................................... $50.00
Eleanor Stepanski, Troy, MI ................................... $50.00
Cristina & Robert Szeibert, Wyoming, MI ............. $50.00

 ...................... $50.00
 ............... $50.00

Helen Zablo, Canton, OH ....................................... $50.00
 ...... $50.00

 ..................................................... $40.00
Maria Bartan, N Royalton, OH ............................... $40.00

 ...................... $40.00
.......................................... $40.00

Roxana Bologa, Windsor, ON................................. $40.00
George Cautis, Parma Hts, OH ............................... $40.00

 ............................. $40.00
 ........................... $40.00

Gheorghe Lates ....................................................... $40.00
 ............ $40.00

 ........................................ $40.00
 .................................... $40.00

Daniel & Simona Receon, Hinckley, OH ............... $40.00
 ......................... $40.00

................. $40.00
Chirion & Maria Stanulet, Dearborn Hts, MI ......... $40.00
Maria Waterhouse & Nancy Csora,
 Uniontown, OH .................................................. $40.00
Ramona Ursache, Niles, IL ..................................... $40.00

 .................................... $40.00
 .......... $38.00

Loredana Afrim, Dearborn, MI ............................... $30.00
 .................... $30.00

Gabriela Gheordunescu ........................................... $30.00
 ...... $30.00

 ................................. $30.00
Mihaela Hetruc ....................................................... $30.00
Mihaela Muntean, Parma Hts, OH .......................... $30.00
Eugen Plucci ........................................................... $30.00

 .............................. $30.00
 ........................ $25.00

 .......................... $25.00
 ....................................... $25.00

Eli Nemes, Hubbard, OH ........................................ $25.00
Adela Price, New Castle, PA .................................. $25.00

 ............................... $24.00
 ..................................... $20.00

 ................................ $20.00
Elena Biliboaca ....................................................... $20.00
Gabriela Beres, Britton, MI .................................... $20.00
Vlad Dalbor, Addison, IL ....................................... $20.00
Katherine DeSantis, Uniontown, OH ...................... $20.00

 ........................ $20.00
Maria Girlig, Parma Hts, OH ................................. $20.00
Jeanette Hildreth, Burton, MI ................................. $20.00
Tatiana Howard, Monroe, MI ................................. $20.00

........................................ $20.00

......................................... $20.00
Anca Lazar ............................................................. $20.00

 ............... $20.00
 ............................... $20.00
 ............................. $20.00

Cipriana Paduraru ................................................... $20.00
 ........................................................... $20.00

 .......................... $20.00
Marcel & Maria Radu, Commerce Twp, MI ........... $20.00
Maria Robica, Brownstown, MI ............................. $20.00
Stefan Robica, Brownstown, MI ............................. $20.00
Liliana Schester, Plymouth, MI .............................. $20.00

 ........................................................ $20.00
 .............................................................. $20.00

Psa Colleen Ungrin, Winnipeg, MB ....................... $20.00
Adriana Vlasiu, Grand Rapids, MI ......................... $20.00
George Wartz, Akron, OH ...................................... $20.00
Maria Beres-Woods, Milan, MI .............................. $20.00

 ............ $20.00
 .. $20.00

Viorica Dumitrescu, Medina, OH ........................... $15.00
Andreea Apetroaei .................................................. $15.00

 .............................. $15.00
Tatiana Sandor, Parma, OH .................................... $15.00
Monica Trif ............................................................. $15.00
Valentina Talpa ....................................................... $14.00
Simona Chis, Commerce Twp, MI .......................... $10.00

 ................................. $10.00
 ................................ $10.00

Nicoleta Iancut ....................................................... $10.00
......................... $10.00

 .................................... $10.00
 ................................ $10.00

 ............................... $8.00
Carolyn Cox, Osseo, MI ........................................... $7.00
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LA ADORMIREA ÎN DOMNUL A PREOTULUI 
PROFESOR CEZAR-STELIAN VASILIU

-

-

-

Cont. la pag 21
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PROTOPOPIATULUI CANADEI CENTRALE
MONO, ON -  2018

-

-

-

-

-

-
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- 80 DE ANI DE LA INAUGURARE -

6-9 SEPTEMBRIE, 2018

-

-
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