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" The same can be sa1d

w1ne. ;“

.

a’ﬁq:;cetlons to this.

. Christmas tree or the

_:§omeLiturgica10bservations.

; The Holy Table'n
VbAQid"'A minimal number of candlestlcks should be on the altar
ey enia varlety os sizes and shapes makes it look 11ke a falr.“

i for ‘too many hand and standlng .crosses;
"some altars look more l1ke a Shop than God's throne." ¥

5Flowers, real and art1f1c1a1 should not be on the Holy Table, JT?J
~.the 01d testament of offerings of ‘first fruits is long gone .. -
~and' the only offerlng should be the Holy Gifts of bread and

s nglowers may he! placed on the tetrapod or in front of the-i-fff”
“-~,1conostas1s. There 1s no occa51on for Wthh theza are ex-.

'-_The Holy Cup/Challce/Potlr, the dlSkOS,.Star, spoon;’ "lance

" should be clean and not tarnished; if- replatlng is needed . il
R et done. I1f no donor can be- found or the parlsh cannot~”' 5

i nﬂ:afford 1t, the Eplscopate Wlll flnd donors. ' ‘L : FATH

}ihe cloths on the Holv Table should be clean. w1thout wax

. and hanging properly all around. The backside as well as .

- the front should be finished off. God sees the back of the'
) Holy ‘table even: 1f the fa1thful do not!

;z;f'The Holy Gospel book should be well- bound and not falling ]
. apart; the cover should be not tarnished. If it needs to
- be re—bound or re-plated have it done. If funds cannot’
- be. found in the parlsh the Eplscopate w1ll f1nd donors.

= N ;;f_Elecrt1c llghts of Red Yellow and Blue. may appear to be
- . patriotic but they are not becoming the iconostasis or
crosses on or around- it. Keep the colored 11ghts for the
¥ social hall. God knows the Romanian
'feellng of parlshloners and they themselves know.,

_:vallckerlng or flashlng llghtS are more 1n keeplng Wlth
- fairs and’ advert1z1ng" b T

Please. !




-zﬁﬁlF{'ETf“The communion cloth'Should bé'RED'.it'gbeSjWith'the color = .
. . of the WINE which is alsc RED. Romanian scarves and white
2 }clothes are not to be used.;pi'-‘-';- R

*ZQ;;Q} - The Holy Table is not an. exten91on of your offlce; Books,ﬁz'.
.+ . tablets, pencils and ball-points,: 11sts of ‘names should
"hnot become part of a permanent 11brary on the Holy Table.fj

:_Eye glasses and . personal ob;ects do not belong on God s -
'throne, p1ther. L . _ : : : .

The Proskomedla Table_:fffff-e

flThls table is where the Holy G1fts are prepared and care . .
" - for it should be like that for the Holy Table. It should
‘have clean: ‘covers ‘and not. be- cluttered'W1th art1f1c1al

_flowers, extra crosses, books, etc. g‘ iy ;

-',fThls table,'as the Holy Altar should have a cloth 1arge A

.. enough . to. cover. ‘the entire table..Normally these are not .- *
“used -daily. but dustgand_lnsects are always present in: theg;ﬁff”
“Valtar.'--- ' L e N o )

“fThe only 1con prescrlbed-over°the Table of Preparatlon 1sl;;1*_
_f{that of the: Nativity of our: Lord._The‘"Last Supper by e
-Fda*V1nc1 1s'not approprlate.:-= S S : G

| | _ _fiIconography B .
.EThe Church has her rules for 1conograPhY and they do n°t ;%v

::i?ﬂlnclude ‘the pictures from "K" Mart with double’ images;
--]'nor those of Roman Cathollc or Protestant or1g1n. '

_vThe Eplscopate has a Department of thurglcal Art and

- :should be ‘donsulted for iconography on any scale., Not
co0 call frlends who do plrography" or palnt are also 1con*

”fographers o SRR R : :

:°~5f,€'?fffg"?“jﬁ”f THE FAITHFUL AND DONAIIONS

VWSome of us’ thlnk that 1f we. have new artlcles in the
-+ - altar that we are also renewing the faithful spiritually;
w7 that: the more "new" objects ‘we. have the. more. certaln we . .
",Jare that there 1s falth':ﬁ- ST SRR S

*Somé’é¥efbld;but stiil e



. ‘Here we are very vacijlating; instead of keeplng tothe-

-_4Beware of buylng from forelgn countrles. Too often the '

- ‘objects are mass produced and the prices are ridiculous. .

-+ Within a few months they often need platlng, not to say, S
:;"replatlng ‘ _ , - o S '

There are artlsans and others Who w111 make beautlful

" chalices and objects that will LAST and need not be- re—__.-

-r?plated 1f they are of good quallty from the beglnnlng. S
”fDonors ﬁlll pay for somethlng good 1f 1t 1s 1ndeed goodiyff

ﬁ*Not everythlng that comes to the altar need be accepted'”

*‘H'acceptable to the Church we ‘bow to. .the whim and pressure

“of this and that person.so as not to "hurt" them. In fact

‘fdwe-corrupt the tradltlons and the order of the Church

"i}Dofnot put every cross and 1con and flowerpot and scarf def“llu‘“

r'”sgon;God's throne._ff-

“”fB1shop comes and put the problem on hls shoulders.

nrciijmbols there has been some dlscusslon about certaln B
fisymbols on ‘the. vestments 1nc1ud1ng that of the Tr1angle.1j‘r*“

~;?}”Hav1ng spoken w1th a prlest ‘with a Doctorate ‘in Art and ?:gyfn;:f”
/. Church history he has ver1f1ed that the Trlangle is not ERARTS SR
~a symbol of the early nor middle age Church but. is of

o1 you are: unw1111ng to. anger some: “one. walt unt11 the A

Htf hclay a m s Lo

gThe prlest 5 vestments should match and be clean, there
is nothlng more - dlsgustlng than. fllthy vestments, worn.
~» out -at -the collar,'cuffs and: belt. The faithful are re- '~ - .. 0
. pulsed to see such: clothlng worn by their priest at. ‘the s
*ngoly Table or. at weddlngs, funerals and baptlsms...-* o

- 'very.recent usage. What the origin is and whether it is ifhfdlgf?j
'forom a Masonlc 1nflunce or: not is not ‘the dissue.’ .o 0 . 0 0 ‘

”iPreference should be’ glven and stlck to the cross, icon-

“”Lﬁographlc representat10ns and -avoid. symbols -which are not e

lﬁftruly part of. the Church's permanent tradltlon.-;'

"‘:1Trad1t10nally, the Church does not favor1te colors for

Ih;the seasons_but only those whlch are brlght and those ﬁl'“:




I R S 'Color-SChemes ‘such as "blue" for the. Birthglver“of God;
S .o0 v .. "green" for the Pentecost period; purple or black for the ﬁ:
e I LR jfs_-fastlng perlods are out31de influences.;.‘- . e

'rfRed for. the martyrs and durlng the fast is approprlate
'..gold or whlte durlng the brlght seascns 1s f1tt1ng.:

.,:gFor funerals, black is to be av01ded as a “non- color
.I;Art1st1callv speaking ‘"black"” is the absence of llght

.-and in the Orthodox: Chrlstran falth there 1s always some
"{ﬁllght.. red purple, blue.:ﬁ.-' e ST : o

_-;fvln the case of funerals, however, 11ghter vestments and
*;;Whlte can be worn. "Least you be llke those Wzthout hope'";d

jreThe servers 1n the altar should Wear approprlate vestments;d
~< 'whether they wear a cassock like outfit or the tratiomal
“stichar, . they should be’ clean- and repalred Youngsters

i ALT A_R-.; ATTENDENTS

fThose who serve the altar should'be of an age when they
can- respond to the commandrqof the serv1ng clergy

'ddiﬂ;fetchlng ‘his own censer, llghtlng candles, brlnglng the'
zeon" ; etc.-'*- R S Sl o

:ijThe altar 1s not a cr1b nor a chlld—31tt1ng area of the '7
i{'church Age is: 1mportant andfattltude is. paramount._ :

'Elngttle chlldren are not plous because they are little but S
.. because they are taught; “the same, teens and married’ men,
o iare not- 1mp10us because they are mature or: marrled. :

fﬁfAttendents should be on tlme to ‘serve and know by the
'fPrev1ous Sunday if' they -are’ expected to serve. To. say

" good order. in the altar. Schedule the servers and don £
’%fr,make a’ game of hcly thlngs.;;-ﬂ‘.” o

"fd{;Take time to. teach the servers: What you want done, don &
0 fuss and blame them if you have not. . taught them well enough

are not easy on. clothlng, and church vestments are mno: ex— ifjﬁ¢f7

: There is: nothlng more wonderous than a prlest w1th serversy,f"fﬂ

i chat if they really want ‘to. serve they will come" ‘is not“:dj'ﬁ3:




':D;f?hflAlso, be kind to the attendents and teach them what 1t means’
. oo o to be in the altar; remember your own semlnary days and the
L “Q,Qd;f_fﬁl,;iﬂJoy of serv1ng before ordlnatlon.njp;. R y

o 1f a server is.late due- to the fact that hlS parents haveﬁ-
~not brought him in time talk to them-and invite ‘them to
~..come on time so as not. to embarass thelr son 1n enterlng
'_the altar. 1ate.- : SR _ o g

Shch e

"”_Apoatieffnéader:l;eﬁa'ﬁf.ivi<a

_:ff”The reader of the Apostle has a very important public role o
* in ‘the ‘service and: the proper readlng/chantlng 15 essentlal e
to. the thurgy of ‘the Catechumens.fgd' IR BRI ST

nghe person should be clean and?dressed’ lean wrth a good
'%appearance., ' : ; PR

*BeCause a person ‘can read andfspeak_does not automatlcally
Zake a. reader._Tlme must be taken to te _

1. enunciate the words R ' s '

. ‘properly pronounce “the’ words, espee1ally;b1b11ca1 names
. read. slowfy for. understandlng not .for show == i
'}iknOWRhow to read the Proklmenonﬁand the Allelula verses

a ::”tle sung Wlth a 31mp1e
_chant but not a melody.;u SN SNSRI

jThe same 1s true for the Prokimenon’ and Allelula verses
i ’which are not sung to ‘a: melody but are chanted accordlng .
“ltorthe - tone." If the reader cannot-.gsing the tone than a, plaln
;recto tono is better than some made—up melody._x-~-‘u-

; ﬁfThe Proklmenon 15 glven w1th the proper Apostle Book.-.

. If there is no. cantor or choir (chorrmember) to repeat
-+ the: Prokimenon . the reader should do it and follow 1t w1th
j{the Proklmenon verse.-;n RN S S T S

gjpleﬂProklmenon fji:;"*
2. Repeated:

e 3.0 Verse
ﬁ*}*4L1Pr0k1menon R TR
a5, firstopart: of_Proklmenon

"V*Q6£"conclusion of Mo

m”ffThe Allelulagis not.a conclusron to the Apostle, 1t 1s‘an. R



.ﬁ}ThlS is the tlme when the cen31ng is’ done, it prepares thefj”~qay
o faithful by censlng the altar and them before llstenlng to .
'f_:GOd'S Word i : o S SRR S

.;-.-

'iThe cen51ng does not take place durlng the readlng of the
. Apostle, To do so disturbs  the attention of the faithful -~ .. - .
“..let-alone that of the prlest.-There 1s ample time to cense S
: durlng the Alle1u1a verses.;a.... S R '

}fF,715,5Pr1est' Peace be to you, reader.gi~*
“. 7. "Reader: -And to your Spirit. -l .

" Choir/Cantor: Alleluia 3 t1mes};jy;: T TR DI A
.. Reader?s. Allelula verse el T e R L L e e e
7».Ch01r/Cantor° Allelula 3 tlmeS“ T T T T L
- ‘Reader:-Alleluia verse 2 B

ﬁngh01r/Cantor Allelula 3 t1mes

'TﬂShould nore- t1me be necessa%y, theatrlple Allelulas may ‘Effﬁf’ 
‘be repeated.;ff,. T i S RIS

Readlng of the Holy Gospel

wThe Sunday L1trugy Gospel 1s‘read facing the people from
:between' the Holy. Doors.-However} ‘when “the.. Blshop 1s present,
;the reader faces hlm toward ‘th altar-,gfgr- CAREN ‘

The readlng must be slow a"d*"'ar;;enunciatedfandzsﬂll‘L“hh

,We'must guard agalnst readlng ‘the Gospel as‘though 1t were’j
~.itoo familiar ‘to us. Each readlng 1s fresh and new, full of i
“Tﬁpower and grace._-f4 : : . 3 - . DR o

| ﬂ'In the old days, the very announC1ng of the words of the.]
_.;EGospel was a- ‘holy act; to repeat the: words-is to.make .
“them present to' us and us present.in their: sound; we are
. transported in. holy time to our. Lord's presence and h1s
Lown words and actlons.ig_--- LT ST -

_kaf course,,let us guard agains' ,heratlc presentatIOHS and
'”)POmP°s1tY._God is. great but h TalSO is not deaf ! '

:tquf a: stand 15 used or whether the Holy Gospel is held by
" the priest; it should be well situated and not: be held :
*gat an 1ncorrect angle or sllde.h;,;,ﬁ :: RN R

gng the altar servers are present w1th the fans and candles
.‘they" must be taught the serlousness of: the moment and not




- zr:hé_. | .Heiﬁ G_:lf.f a

.”LThe flnal observatlon at thlS tlme 1s among the very 1m—,1'

d'-fA;" LfThe condltlon of the holy bread we: offer to God is in the'ef'
’:; BREAD majorltX of cases unacceptable.;”w.:. 38 S N~ o

| 1;.Usua11y is has been frozen and smells llke food from the
';;freezer.p; 3;,_.. G ; . o _ \ .

lf,It is dry and falls apart when cut.,ﬁivf[heffﬁf

F}The seal ise Jndlstlnqlshable and some even scrape the: sign o B
-;Q;ICXCNIKA on; 1t w1th the lance' ks SN R

fThe bread is’ often made by bakers whose hands are 501led i
‘with ‘animal and fats and-o0ils; ‘seeds of various kinds are Tiooon
jsometlmes found 1n the bread d"A;pur 'eacrlflce, 1ndeed'"1df;

EThere must be some plous soul ant the parlsh Who can meke T
.fresh bread each ‘liturgy. Whether male ot female...better f*“
-and- Orthodox " Chrlstlan than ‘a st nger who prepares the
_1glfts for the parlsh' : R e

;QwQSome Orthodox Dloceses in’ the parlshes have a 1lst of thosefa,-
.+faithful’ who prepared rhe bread. It is not only a-"pious"
?thlng as’ though it-is: "nlce";.Our sacrifice must. be good

;and acceptable as the BEST, not the most pragmatlc.

EThe color of the Wlne is to be RED. It must be pure grape‘n;-hfi;,
oowine. “and- not"port"whlch has addltlves nor ‘any. w1ne Whlch DR
gphas anythlng added.tn- . : _ IR - ST

7§iQIf homemade W1ne ‘is offered 1t must be sweet enOugh to have]j:
‘the "zeon"added and not be sour. If you,the priest; per= .0 -
._.g_nallv like sour wine," take it -home with you or use 1t for‘n T

”ﬁfthe post communlon for the falthful.;,_»n S ERRRE o

. White wine is not acceptable *"Out of his. 51de poured bloodd“'”'"
- and water" we, say and do at.the Proskomedla..Water is clear.

.. and blood. is- red Whlte Wlne 1s not part of the Orthodox B
“ZQ@:tradltlon.ft_n . S h R e e ey S .

r“fWhlle 1t may have been that red Wlne Was hard to come by
.-in Romania, ‘at this tlme, wine is- purchased and ‘a return’ .
to the tradltlon of the Chu ch should be reetored.-pﬁe;___*"




Apologla Sty

‘5In 1990 God w1111ng, 1t Wlll mark the tenth annlverary

. of my consecration-and it was and'is" my intention-to .

'";;dlstrlbute a - thorough statement on. the thurglcal Pract1ces-f
“1n our. Eplscopate.; : : , : : _ S

l-'eThrough the years, the Archblshop remlnded the clergy that |

':ijwhlle s¢me practices, dlffered from Province to Province, -

"*areas.“;;”h

if']I have notlced many thlngs through these pastu9~p1us yearsuﬁb
~-and, ‘at -times being an auxilairy said- nothlng, at others .

:'5flclergY-

.u"ﬁfceptable to God..-;

"beelng rullng Blshop refralned from embara351ng the serv1ng"””:
_%_:

tioned and expect: to. see cooperatlon‘to put the holy altar_V‘*”
in good order.aﬁ-'~~ RIS AR _

VDo not 1nv1te me. to ‘gerve. unless the above are met

'fI refer to the holy glftsj;f;bread and_w1ne.,_;_”

‘Wh1le these thlngs may not appear as so 1mportant, I'beg"';
“to dlffer from' those who would so- think. These are of the
‘primary. importance and' those whlch can: please or he unac-'

~:nevertheless. there is deflnlte unlformlty‘ nzvery essentlalbr;ff;

ifNow, however,,I cannot close my eyes to the condltlons men—:-"'

. Do not  expect me.to cloge my eyes to .disregard: for those }ff#ﬁ{ff
- very:-basis. aspects of the Divine Liturgy, and in part1cularytjg~ﬁ

?In Amerlca, money and tlme are in abundance, materlals goodsifwe;

-i}lare avallable to. the serv1ce of God. j:~

.ths stewards of the Holy of Holles, whereln the Old Test—:f:'

'”73ament ‘High:Priest.went but once a year, you and I are
-r&.pr1v11edged to be ever present and Whenever we. choose.

:ﬂinffHow strong a f1re Wlll be for our. clean31ng in falllng
l“cfto attend to "THE HOLY THINGS ARE FOR THE HOLY;“:_Zu

g ffffNathaniélifBiShop;f-




