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PASTORAL GUIDELINES

Regarding The Rubrics For Liturgical Services And Handling
Oof Liturgical Objects, According To Byzantine Romanian
Practice

X
THE SANCTUARY

By definition, "the sanctuary!lis the entire area behind and in
front of the iconostas including the altar with the holy table, the
adjoining rooms, the cantor's stand (strana) and the solea. |

Only those who have some part in the actual services are allowed
in the sanctuary and particularly near the holy table,

On the holy table should be placed: the antimensj the Gospel Book;
the tabernaclej a candelabra holding seven candles, if possible, or at
least two candlesticks; the blessing cross and a stand for the liturgy
book, No other objects, such as parish records, calendars, lists of
remembrances, ete,, should be on the holy table. The cleaning of the
holy table is the responsibility of the priest and deacon,

No one, except the priest in vestments, should walk in front of
‘the holy talble.

In compliance with the old established tradition, women are not
allowed in the area behind the iconostas, Only in monasteries for mhuns,
may a professed nun by special permission be appointed as sacristan
and be allowed to enter the altar through the deacon's doors,

Confessions of both men and women are preferably heard before the
icon of Christ, just to the right of the holy doors, If, however, many
people are confessing and more than one pfiest is available, confessions
may be heard in other appropriate places in front of the iconostas,

IY
VESTMENTS

General principles

A The sacraments are officiated with all vestments on,

Be The other services such as blessing of water, funerals, thanks-
giving services, etc,, are officiated in epitrachil and felon if:
a gospel is read, If there is no gospel an epitrachil suffices,

g



C.. If circumstances require, confession and communion of the sick
may be done wearing just the epitrachil,

Vespers

A On Saturday and on the day before a feast, the priest starts wear-~
ing only the epitrachil, After the censing at "Lord I have called,"
the priest puts on the felon for the entrance and keeps it on for
the rest of vespers,

B On weekdays, only the epitrachil is worn,

Matins

A »atins on a wecliday is served in epitrachil only.

B, On Sunday or a feast, the priest begins matins wearing the epitra-
chil, At the antiphons, the felon is put on and worn until after
the 50th Psalm when it is taken off, It is put on again for the
Great Doxology when the cantor/choir sings, "Let everything that
breathes", . _

C. If matins precedes the Liturgy, it is recormended that the priest
say the Entrance Pravers on entering the church before matins and
that he fully vest and serve matins, This would allow him uninter-
rupted time for wvesting, proskomedia and matins and he would be
ready for the Liturgy.

Regarding the color of vestments

There is ne prescribed rule concerning the color of vestments, How-
ever, the general practice of the Orthodox Churches is that the loly
Liturgy and all the sacraments are served in light colored vestments.

Although in some places the local custom is to wear black vestments
at funerals and during fasting times, there is no such requirement in
the general tradition of the Orthodox Church,

IIX
THE PROSKOMEDTA

The proskomedia is the most important action in preparation for
the Holy Liturgy.

Negarding the time, the proskomedia could be dones

- A. Before matins., In this case, the priest savs the Entrance grayers
and fully vests beforehand, ' : :
B. During the matins while the cantor sings the "canon",

C. Between matins and Liturgy. In this case, at the proper time, the'
cantor/reader reads the 3rd and 6th Hours, This reading of the
hours iz also done when no matins is served before the Liturgy,
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The prosfora used for the offering at the proskomedia should be

of pure wheat flour, yeast, water and salt. No animal nor dairy pro=-
ducts nor oil or any other ingredients may be added. The prosfora nay
be made by anyone young or old, male or female who has been properly

instructed to do so,

In the early centuries only one loaf was used. Later the size and
the humber of the loaves changed according to local practice and trad-
ition,. Some churches use small loaves, others use a large and some small
loaves., No matter what the size of the prosfora, it must bear the clear.
and proper imprinted seal on the top: ' o

IC XC

NI KA
: s
The wine used for the offering must be pure grape wine.

Iv
CENSTING

Censing is done at various times in the services. It often depends-
on the time and the architecture of the church, There are sone principles
that are valid for all censing, :

1. If the deacon is to cense, e starts by presenting the censer to
the priest for a blessing, When the bishop is present, the deacon
or priest asks him for the blessing, .

2. When the holy doors are open, the deacon and the pirkest exit through
them for the censing, When they are closed, exit is made through
- the north deacon's door and entry is through the south one.

3. In regard to the icons, positions and versons to be censed, the
gereral rule is that eaclh one is to,¢tensed three times. There is
a different practice among the slavs,

. Great and little censing

Depending on the space to be censed, there are fwo typeé of censing:
the great and the little censing, f

For the great censing, the deacon { or the priest) follows this
~procedure.

A He begins in front of the holy table, then censes each side of it

. as he moves to his right.

B Then he censes the table of preparation (proskomedia).

C. From there he goes to the high place and censes it and then all
the icons in the altar, : ' '

D. I!le then censes all the clergy in the altar,

E. lle .exits and censes the icoms on the holy doors. .
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H,
I.

J.

K.

L.

L

He remains standing before tire holy doors and turns toward the
right and censes the icon of Christ, Then he turns toward the leit
and censes the icon of the ‘lother of God, ile turns to the right
and censes the patron icon of the church and then to the left to
the cerresponding icon, ‘ -

Descending from the solea, he goes to the stand or table beaxring
the icon of the day (if there is a stand) and censes it.

From there, he censes the bishop's throne,

If the censing is before the beginning of the Liturgy, he censes
the entire nave of the church, walking in a2 clockwise direction,
Then he ascends the solea and censes all the people from there.

If the censing is during the matins , he censes, after the bishopis

'throne, he eantor stands on both sides., Then he turns toward the

people and wallking through the center aisle ecenses the faithful

on the right side., At the end of the aisle, if there is a stand
with an jcon on it, he censes that, Then, turning toward' the sanc-
tuary, he réturns censing the faithful on his right.

Reaching the solea, he stops before the holy doors and censes the
icon of Christ and then the icon of the Mother of God.

He enters the altar and again censes the front of the holy table,
the proskomedia and the main celebrant ( if it is a concelcbrated

. service ) and then gives the censer to the altar boy,

The little consing differs from the great in that there is no

censing aroumnd the clivirel nor down the aisle, After the censing of the
icon of the day and the bishop's throne, the deacon or priest censes
the two choirs (stranas) then turas toward the faithful censing them
from the center of the solea. Fhe re-entry into the altar follows the
same procedure as for the great censing, '

Yhen to cense

Vespers:

1. The great censing is done by the deacon, if present, at the
- "Lord I have called",

At the entrance, after reaching the center of the solea, the
deacon advances toward the holy doors and censes the four main
icons, Then he turns and from the same place, he censes toward
bishop's throne, the clergy and the faithful on both sides.

lle then turns toward the altar and at the right time, enters
censing tiree times toward the holy table at the words, " we
praisé God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit...¥ from the hymn,

"0 Jesus Christ",

3. If there is a service with litia, the deacon censes at the
beginning around the table and then the iconostas and turning
toward the Taithful, he censes them, o :

At the breaking of the bread, while the tropars are sung, the
priest, preceded by the doacon holding a lighted candle, censes
all four sides of the table. lle does this each time the tropar
is sung. '



Matins:
1,

2.

3.

The great censing is done everyday at the Nineth Ode of the
canon and is done by the deacon, if present.

On Sunday, the great censing is done during the Resurrecction
Bymns of 3lessing (BinecuvéntXri) by the priest with the deacon
preceding him with a lighted candle,

If the Polyeleos is sung, the censing is as above, 2.

Holy Liturgy:

1.

3

Before the Liturgy begins, after the completion of the pro-
skomedia there is a great censing done by the deacon, if
prescent, ‘ .

If the hours arc not read, then the great eensing may be done
at the boginning of the Great Doxology so that the priest has
enough time to bring in the Gospel Dook. The deacon, if present
precedes the priest after the censing has been done and he :
carries a lighted eandle, , _
Before the reading of the Gospel, the little censing is done
by the deacon, if present, during the singing of the "Alleluia®
verses,

The prescnt practice of ceunsing during the Cpistle reading

should be discouraged because of the disturbance caused to listeners
and to the reader.

4,

5.

6...

7

BDefore the Cherubiec Hymn, the main celebrant does the little

censing., The deacon, if 'resent, precedes him helding a

lighted candle, . :
After the great entrance, the priest wraps the aer around the
censer, He covers the dislkos and chalice with it and cense '
the gifts thrce times.. -
At the singing of the hymn to the Birthgiver of God, the priest
takes the ccuser and censes the holy gifts three times. Then
he gives the ccnser to the deacon, if present, who censes the
remaining three sides of the holy table, If there is no deacon,
the priest does only the initial three times censing., There is .
no requirement at this time to cense the iconostas and peonle.
After blessing the faithful with the holy Gifts, the priest
censes the holy table three times, then gives the c¢enser to

the deacon, il present, who hangs it on the little finger of
his right hand and takes it and the diskos to the proskomedia.

After placing the diskos on the table, he turns to the nriest

carrying the holy cup and he censes it, The priest places the
cup on the table and taltes the censer Ffrorm the deacon and.
censes the holy cup three times,
v
"THE PLACE‘OF TIL _DRACON IN THE STRVICES

The deacon must always be at the dispostion of the mainrcelebfant.
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When the deacon is not saying the litanies or attending some preseribed
action, he stands at the right of the main celebrant, a step or so

behind him,

The main functions of a deacon

A,
B.
c.
D.
E.
Fa

G,
H.

I.

-

L.

He censes at the proper time.

He says the litanies preseribed for him.

He carries the Gospel Book at the little entrance.

He reads the Gospel at all liturgies.

He carries the aer and diskos at the great entrance.

He 1lifts the star off the diskos when the words, "Singing the
triumpant hymn" are sung, .

He 1ifts the cup and diskos when the priest says "We offer you
YOUur OWl,.." ’

He presents the hot water for the blessing and then pours it into

the heoly cup, )
He breaks the parts "NI" and "KA" for the communion of the people.
He mises the cup and invites the people to communion, o
Takes the censer and diskos to the table of preparation,

He consumes the gifts after the hymn, "Dlessed be the name o.o"

Vi

CLOSING AND OPHNING THE HOLY DOORS AND THE CURTAINS

The old practice of the Romanian Churchwas to have, during the

Liturgy, the holy doors:

A.

B,

C.
D.

E.
} O

G.
H,

I.
N I
K.

L.

I,

Open at the beginning as are the curtains.

Closed aftexr the blessing with the curtains remaining open,,

Open at the third antiphoh. |

Closed after the reading of the Gospel with the curtains remaining
open., .

The curtain is closed after the exclamation, "Catechumens, depart®,
Both the doors and the curtains are opened at the Cherubic Hymn

when the censing is to take place. _
Doors and curtains are clcsed after the great entrance.
The curtains are opened at the exclamation, "The doorsi" The doorxs

‘remain closed,

The doors are open at the "Let us stand aright!"
The doors and curtains are closed after, "Let us give thanks,,."
The curtain is opened at, "Especially our most holy..." but the

doors remain closed.
The curtains are closed after, "And may the mercies of ours.."

- The doors and curtains are opened at the communion of the people,

It should be noted that the old custom of closing the doors during

the holy Liturgy has fallen into disuse. The present tendency, in a
great majority of Orthodox Churches is to leave the oors open at all
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times during the Liturgy so that the faithful may be close to all the
pravers and the actions taking place in the altar. In all churches,
the dooxrs remain open if the bishop is present.

If the customary collection is done during the time of the priest's
conmunion, the doors may be closed at that time.

Vit
CONCELESRATED LITURGY

A concelebrated liturgical service is presided over by the bishop
or the highest mnking priest who is the main celebrant and is called
the "protos", The other priests and deacons are the concelebrants,

Hain characteristics

A, The protos alone stands in front of the holy table. The concele-
brants line up on the right and on the lef 'gf the holy table in
the order of their ordination or rank. The prlest stands to the

right of the protos,

B, ALl prayers are said by the protos alone in a loud voice., The
concelebrants silently follow,

C. Only the protes raises his hands at the Entrance Prayers and at
the preseribed moments,

D. He &alone kisses the sponge and the star at the prescribed times,

E. He alone points to the dislkos and the cup at the Epiklesis,

Ol He commemorates the hierarch after the YaAxion',
G. He Lias the priviledge of giving all the blessings and saylng all

the eXclanations,
H, He assigns elifonises, blessings or parts of the Ldturgy to the

concelebrating clergy,.
I. He censes at those moncnts prescribed for the priest serving with

a deacon,

The érder of the little entrance

At the little entrance, the following order should be cbserved.

A.,. The protos talies tiie Gospel, kisses it and j ives it to the decacon.
If no deacon is serving, the protos carries the Gospel Dook,
Be. Tire deacon carries the Gospel around the altar, carrying it raised

in his hands and approaches the deacon's door, (There is no
requirement for the deacon or priest to bow at the sides of the
holy table or the proskomedial

C. The youngest priest at the rigsht side of the protos walks after
the decacon. He is followed by all the priests on the right side,
including the nrotos,

D, ‘hen the protos reaches the deacon 5 doory the oldest priest on
the left side wallis after him. ile is folloved hy the remaining



priests, the youngest being the last.

B After exiting in single file, the procession continues in a semi-
circle, with the deacon approaching the holy doors. The priests
following him continue to walll until the protos has reached the
center behind the deacon,

Fa The “deacon rests the Gospel Book on his left arm and with his
right hand, holding his orar between his fingers, bows slightly
towards thc altar and looking to the protos, says, "TFather, bless
the holy entrancel, '

G After "Wisdom'", the entrance is made, two by. two, starting with
the two voungest priests who are closest to the doors, They cnter
and take their places on the right and on the left of the table,

. The protos enters last, bowing to the icon of Christ and to the
icon of the Birthgiver of God. '

The Thrice Holy vem

At the Thrice Holy Iymn, the bishop or the protos goes to the high
place, The concelebrants follow this procedure,

A Tf there are many concelebrants and. the high place is crowded, each
of the celebrants remains in his place,

B, If there is enough space, the concelebrants-join the protos in this
manners

- The deacon remains in his place,

The priests on the right, with the eldest leading, move to their
1eft. The priests from the left side move to their right so that the
two parallel lines meet in front of the holy table.

: Proceding to the high place, they reach the protos in the same
‘order as they were arcund the table,

They return to their places, meeting again in parallel lines, but
this time behind the holy table.

Procession at the great entrance

A The protos and the deacon go to the holy table and after the protos
kisses the antimens and the deacon the table, both turn to the
neople, malte a bow and go to the proskomedia,

B, The two oldest prefsts, one from the right and one from the left,

- move in front of the holy table, kiss the antimens, bow to each
other and to thie people and follow the protos. They stand, single
file, behind him,

Ce All other celebrants do the same so that a single line is formed
with the youngest at the end.
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.

G,

H,

I.
Je

If no deacon is serving, the protos talkes the aer, diskeos and cup..
The procession in single file follows the deacon until he reaches
the center of the solea. The deacon continues and goes directly
into the altar where he waits at the right corner of the holy
table, holding the diskos until the protos enters and takes it

from hin,
The protos, carrying the chalice, stops in the center of the solea

and faces the people,

If there is a small number of concelebrants, they take their place
standing on the right of the protos, The oldest is cloest to him,
All the celebrants face the people,

I there are many concelebrants, the oldest priests take their
places to the right and the left of the protos, The others arrange
themselves as they stood at the holy table, All stand single file

and face the pecople.

- The protos says the remembrances,

For the entrance into the altar, the protos goes first with tie
chalice, The two older priest follow and the rest enter, two by two.

Censing at_a concelecbrated liturgy

B

B.
C.

D,

O

After the proslkomedia, before the beginning of the Liturgy, the
censing is done by the deacon, if present., If no deacon serves,

the priest who did the proskomedia does the censing.

At the "Alleluia" verses, the deacon, if present does the censing,
If none serves, the priest who did the proskomedia does the censing.
During the Cherubic Hymn, the censing is done by the protos who is
precded by the deacon with a lighted candle or by altar boys if

no deacon is present, If the bishop serves, he is preﬁ@ed by the
deacon holding the dikiri,

After the great entrance, the protos censes the gifts on the holy
table, three times, ;
During the "Axion", the protos censes the holy things three times,
standing at the front of the table, If the deacon serves, he censes

the remaining sides of the holy table.

The kiss of peace

At a concelebrated Liturgy, when the time has come for the kiss

“of peace:

A

B.

- youngest being the last,

The priests standing at the right of the protos circle behind the
holy table and form one line with the group of priests at ?he left
of the altar. The oldest being the first in line for the kiss, the

The first concelebrant approaches the holy table, then he kisses

the diskos, chalice and the holy table. Then he exchanges the kiss
of peace on both shoulders of the protos as the protos sayst o
NChrist in our midst". He then moves to the right of the protos wait-
ing for the other priests to exchange the kiss of peace with the
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protos and with iuim,

All other priests follow the same procedure,

The deacons do not receive the kiss of peace from the priest, but
exchange it among themselves., '
For waving the aer over the holy gifts, the protos is assisted
by the two oldest priests,

Communion of the clergy

In preparing to receive holy Comntunion, the concelebrants should

observe this oxrder:

.A.

B.

C.

D.
E.
F.

G,

I‘I .

T

The oldest priest on the right-side, followed by the others on his
right, circle behind the holy table and combine with the other
nriests to form a single line in order of rank,The oldest priest
is closest to the protos, All approach from the left,

The protos breaks the part "XC" into as many particles as may be
needed to commune the clergy, If a deacon is serving, the protos
d_oes not now take the precious Body himself but he steps back
toward the holy doors. If no deacon is serving, he takes his por-
tion now,

The oldest priest takes a particle of the holy Body in his right
hand, Then he moves to the right and stopping at the corner of

the right side of the holy table, waits with his hands crossed,
right over left, on the table, The other concelebrants follow the
same procedure and stop next to the right of the previous priest.
When all the concelebrants have taken a particle, the protos gives
the precious Body to the deacon, Then, he himself takes the remain-
ing portion. .

After the pravers and partakinz of the holy Body, the protos par-
tal®% of the holy Dlood and steps back again, letting the other
priest come to the chalice, this time from the right side, The
oldest priest is first after the protos,

If a deacon serves, the last priest in line gives him the precious
Blood from the chalice,

The celebrants move back to their former places, cirecling behind
the holy table,

If the bishop serves, he distributes the communion., The same order
and procedure for forming the lines is observed. In receciving the
holy Body from the bishop, the priest kisses his hand, But there
is no requirement to kiss the bishop's hand or the chalice after

nartaking of the holy Rlood.
If there arc priests present who did not concelebrate but come
in line after the priests

to receive communion, they arc the last 2
have received both the Body ahd Blood, The deacon receives the
holy Dlood from the youngest concelebrant,
when all have partaken, the deacon approaches the table ard breaks
t_he particles "NI" and NEAY for the communion of the people,
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C.

D.

C.

B.'
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VIII
-READING OF THE EPISTLE

The Epistle is read by the person appointed to do so, It may be
read by anyone, including women,

~After having selected the proper text, the reader moves to the

indicated place. Traditionally, the reading is done from the centeg
of the church, facing the altar, iowever, in order to make the
reading better understood and heard by the faithful, the reader
may stand two or three steps in fromt of the cantor's stand, half-
way fTacing the people, :
After concluding the Bpistle, the reader should remain in his place
to say the "Alleluia® verses (see the Liturgy Book) while the
deacon or priest tenses.
It should be understood here that the "Alleluia"™ verses are not .
a conclusion to the Epistle but are an introduction and preparatiop
for the reading of the Gospel, The censing, too, is part of that
preparation, It is, therefore, very im;ortant to have the verses
sung., If the choixr or cantor is present, they sing the "allaluias”
after the reader chants the verse, In the Rouanian Epistle Book
the verses are included, In English, sce the Liturgy Book, accord-
ing to the tone,
IX
READING OFF THE GOSPEL

In regard to Sunday matins, the Resurrcction Gospel is always read
by the priest from the left of the holy table, the side closest to
he prosiomedia,
The Gospel is read from the center of the holy doors at Liturgy
when 1o deacon serves and at matins on a feastday. ( If a feast
falls on a Sunday, the Gospel read at matins is still and only
that of the Resurrection,) At the Liturgy of a feast on Sunday,
the Gospel, if it is one of the twelve great feasts, is of the
feast. Otherwise, it can be of the Sunday or of the feast.
When the deacon serves, he reads the Gospel at all Liturgies,
standing in the center of the clhiureh facing the altar. If there
is a pulpit, he reads the Gospel from there, facing the people,
After wading the Gospel, the deacon honds it to the priest at the
holy doors and then he returns to say the litanies,

X
BREAKING THE LAMB FOR CCiD UNION

Only the Lamb, the IG-XC-NI-KA is consecrated at the Epiklesis and

~thus only the Lamb may be given as holy communion. The particles

of remembrance of the Dirthgiver, the nine ranks and those for
the living and the dead cannot be given as communion.

The Lamb is broken during the prayer, "The lLamb of God is broken..
It is broken by separating the Lamb in two: the IC~XC from the
NIKA. The IC-XC is set down and then IIIKA is divided: the NI =a™
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is placed on the diskos at the priest's left hand and the KA on
the opposite side. Then the IC is separated from the XC. The X
is placed on the bottom of the diskos., The priest then places the
IC into the cup saying the prayer: "rhe completion of the cupe.."
This part is not given as comaunion. It remains in the cun to be
consumed at the end of the Liturgy, It can be distincuished from
the NIKA which is broken up for communion,

C. Communion of the clergy is from the nart XC only, It is divided
into as many parts as therc are clergy partaling., It is entirely
consumed by the clersy and is not given to the faithful,

Ds, Communion of the faithful is prepared by the deacon, if nresent,
who breaks up thé parts NT and KA into the cup as he says the hynn,
"Seeing the resurrection of Christ.,." -

E, The commenoration partieles are placed in the cup only after the
communion of the faithful, .

O The hot water should be hot, The priest blesses it but the deacon
is the one who pours it into the cup after the IC has been placed
in the cup. The remaining water can be used at tle consuning of

he gifts after the Liturgy to wash the chalice and be consumed,

G. The cormnunion of tie faithful is done with one single spoon, The
use. of pPlastic or interchangeable spoons is neither reqguired nor
apnropriate, XT

THE BLESSTHGS
The blessinﬁs are given by the bishop or nriest only and they are
givon with the Gospel Bool, with the chalice, with the cross and by
hand . ) :

A Blessings with tlle Gospel Doolk
1. At the beginning of the Titursy over the antimens on the holy
. table. . .
2+ After the reading of the Gospel,
3. At the ekfonosis at the conclusion of the Liturgy, "For you

are our sanctification..." over the antimens,

B. Blessings by hand
l.- All blessings of "Peace be to ail."
At the conseeration of the holy gifts, towards the diskos and

chalice. ,
5+ For the blessing of the anafora/antidor,

L3
2.

Co Dleséings with the cross : . : .

1. After the creed ., . at '"the grace of our Lorde.."
At the " llay the tzercies of our great God... i

.'P.o !
At the final blessing before the dismissal,

S
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D. Blegsings with the chalice
L, At the great entrance.

2. After the communion of the faithful, at the exclamation, "C
God save your people.,.."

Ho other blessings are prescribed, necessary . or aprroyriate.

XIT
REMENBRANCES
A, The proper time to mention the names of the living and the dead is
at the proskomedia by cutting a particle Tor each person commen-
orated,

De Prayers for special needs (siclk, travelers,etc,) may be said at
the Liturgy during the litany of fervent intercession,

Ce. Although included in the Liturgy books, the litany for the dead
is not part of the Liturgy and in the old practice was never said
on Sunday nor on a feastday. The litany of the dead was introduced
particularly for the Liturgies preceding funerals.

- D, For the great entrance, the text of thne Liturgy indicates that only
those remembrances are said which are pPrescribed by the authority
off the local synod of bishops, .The introducing of individual names
is not prescribed and is not in the practice of the Orthodox
Chiurches,

Ee According to an old practice, the deacon, if present, makes remem-
brances during the time he censes the holy table at the "Axion!
when the priest says the ekfonosis after the "Axwion®,

SIIT
PREPARATION OF TIE COMMUNION FOR THL STCK

The preparation of the communion for the sick takes places at the
proskonedia and at the Liturgy on Great Thursday.

Two prosforas are needed on that day.

One Lamb for the Liturgy is cut from the first prosfora. A second
Lamb is cut from the scdond prosfora using the same prayers and it is
placed next to the first lamb on the diskos,

At -the time of breaking the holy Lamb after "Holy things arc for
the hody", thc one Lamb is broken for the Liturgy. The second one remain:

whole,

Before the communion of the clergy, the second Lamb is turned with
the seal down on a diskos, and with the spoon, therholy Blood from the
chalice is poured carcfully over it, {This is the same procedure as for
‘the Lamb of a Presawmetified Liturgy.) ' ' '
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The Lamb is imbued with the holy Blood and set aside on a diskos
and being covered with a star and veil, is left to dry until the second
day of Pascha, Monday,

On tThe sccond day of Pascha, the priest, fully vested, cuts the
Lamb into small pieces witlh the spear and proceeds to dry them on a
hot plate, making sure taat they are not burned nor left humid, by
constantly turning them with the spoon,

Once dried, the particles are set with attention into the container
to be reserved in the tabernacle for use during the vear, ‘

v
SERMONS

The sermon is an essential part of each Liturgical service, The
sermon is a teaching part of the Liturgy. In the old times, the sermon
was aimed particularly at the catechumens and was given right aftexr
the reading of the Gospel. : ;

In our days, sermons are given either after the Gospel or after
the communion of the clergy or at the end of the Liturgy.

Regarding the contents, the sexuion should be based on the biblical
texts of the day, although it could touch other aspects of the faith,
A sermon shall never be used to convey the priest's ideas on policy
in admininstrative ideas of the parish nor should it touch on person-
alities, :

h bia's
- ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ao All ammouncements should be made after the Liturgy and separated

from the sermon, _ ‘ ‘
B. The only prescribed announcements to he made in the church are:

l. The holy days for the coming week,
2. Pastoral letters and announcements from the bishop .

3+ larriage banns, ‘
Ce  Permitted announcements are:

1. Calling general assemblies of the parish.

2. MNeetings of the auxiliary organizations of . the parish,

3. Sickness and death among parishioners, ‘

4 Genral invitations to parish dinners following the Liturgy.

*

b. The announcements dealins with secular affairs, political gatherings,

- dances, individual donations to the parish, individual names of
guests attending the Liturgy, private affairs, etc,, have no place
in the church, Thev lower the dignity of the priest and-of-tha‘ :
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church and are apt to create misundglrstandings, criticism,
jealousies and even conflicts, )

XVI :
RESPCNSES _TO TIIE SERVICRES

~In the Orthodox practice, the responses to the services are given:

A. By trained cantors,
B, By choirs,
C. By the congregatipn.

The responses to the Liturgy, be thiey sung or read, are considered
to be prayer and should be given reverently,

Musgdal instruments in church are not in the Orthodox tradition,

The responses to all the services are part of the liturgical trad-
ition of the Church. They are an integral part of the respective service-
and cannot be altered nor replaced by non-Orthodox and secular com~
positions and texts,

' XVIY

CHURCH BELLS

Tower bells are rung:

“A. At the beginning of every service in the church,
' B. During the Liturgy at the "Axion".
C. At Tunerals, at the end of the service too.
De During processions around the churech, ‘
T, At Thanksgiving Services, at the end, :
F. During the canonical visit of the bishop when he cnters the .
church.

When available, the traditional, real church bells are preferred
to be rung. ' '

The electric devices and recordings may be used but special care
~should be given so that the tuning and recording be as close as possible.

- to the authentic sound of bells., Carc should be taken to avoid the rietalbig,
and artififical sound that is more disturbing than condusive to prayer,

Hand bells have their origin in the Noman Cetholic Church and as their
service differs from our Liturgy, the use of hand bells in Orthodox
services is awlward and disturbing. ‘

- A typical example of this is at. the Tpiklesis when priest and pe
are mystically united in prayer for the transforming of the holy gifts,
A slirill, sharp,.strident ring of the handbells at the time is totally
out of place, :
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It is also highly unaprropriate to use handbells as a signal to
thie pneople to stand, sit or lneel,

XVITY
PERSCMAL DIVOTION

There are no fixed or specific regulations for personal devotions
for the faithful at liturgical services. Customs, itraditions and local

cmrénnstances Tary.

However, candle lighting, lneeling, kisszing icons, prostrations
arce very much a part of Orithodox services, :

" Generally speaking, the Orthodox Christian acts in accordance with
his spirit and for this reason, individual expressions remain with the
individual and are not regulated foxr each and ever case. The Orthodox
Chrlstlan ray ¢ross hlngolf, kneel, venerate an icon, stand or sit
depending on how he is uioved at taat particular momant The only consé.
ditlon is that he does not dlsturb the service nor his co-worshipers.

{IX
TAR _BOYS

e,
=
I-—!

The altar boys are cor51dered to be "minor clergy", and as such,
they are in some way concelebrants of the Liturgy. To corresnond.
to this function, they shiouvld be properly trained by the priest Lelore
being inducted inte the ranks of altar boys, Snecial .sessiong of thcory
and practice arc absolutely necessary.
Those so trained may. take their place in the altar, The saould
be present from the heﬂirming to. the ond of the service, Dur&ng the tinme
whof they have no specific assignment, they should be wateching the
deyelopement of the thurﬁy Lohind and arcund the altar table, Their
plage is not in the adjoining rooms. Ny cong regat;n« theore, the purnose
of fheir being at the service is missed, T

For the good order of the services, the priest should assign the
boysa by turns. Two or a nmaximum of four altar boys are eunough for a

service .

Sore a531ﬂn.ents for altar bovs.

A “They should bc'rcady with water znd towel for the washingzg of the

: honds at tlie times prescribed, ~

. Théy_should be familiar with Lhow to prepare the censer and when
to hand it to thie deacon or priest,

C. They precede thic deacon and priest with candles at the censinz of
the ¢hurch, To do this, they should be instructed in advance of
the great and little censing.
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D. They precede the procession at tihe little and great entrances and
should be instructed to go in {ront of the icon of Christ and of
tiie lMother of God, where, facing the people, tliey wait for the
entrance of the priests, They are the last to enter the altar,
They snould Imow that for all exlts and entrances they use the

tdeaconts deoors,

E. They cut the prosfora and present it to the preist for blessing
: during the "Axion', .
F, They may read the "Creed" and the "Lord's Praver" if the choir or

congregation does not recite oxr sing it,
G » They prepare the hot water for the communion and hand it to the

“deacon or priest.

The altar boys should not be sent out of the altar by themselves,
Their function is to nrecede the clergy with lighted candles at the

specified times,

If four altar boys are serving, it would be most apnronriate that
only two carry 11¢ated candles and the other two cairy the fans.

Only boys baptized Orthodox Christians may be altar boys.

.
AOL

HIZARCITICAL  LITURGY

The guidelines for the concelebraxed llturwy also, apply to the
hierarchical Liturgy.

There arc some variations which are:
A. The bishop is received in the church by the clergy in procession,

The priests and deacons, in liturgical vestments, exit from the
altar through the holy doors. The priests come out, two by two. The deacc
is first end carries thie censer and mantiya. The daacon is followed by
the dean of the area or by the oldest priest who carries the Gospel Dook
and the cross. If altar boys are prescht, they precede the deacon and at
- the re-~cntry, they wallk behind the bishop. The rmemaining priests follow -

in rows, two by two with the oldest going first and the youngest last.
They meet the bishop at the entrance and he kisses the Gospel DBook, the
eross and vests in mantiya. Then, all the priest turn to the altar and
slowly move to the solea. Arriving at the table on which are the bishop's
vestments, theltwo rows separate to the right and to the left, advancing
in straicht lines on either side of the tuble. They wait foxr the blshon_

to reachh the solea,

When the bishop arrives at the solea, the deacon, if present, or
the youngest priest,with the censer precedes the bishop for the venera-
tion of the icons. During this time, the priest with the Gospel Book
enters the altar through the deacon's door and sets the Gospel on the
holy table., The deacon or oldest priest rads the intrance Prayers aloud,
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‘ " The bishop comes to the table whercecon are laid the vestiments, e
is helped in vesting by the deacons or by the priests c¢losest to him.
One of the »riests xmads the vesting pravers aloud while the chioir gives
the responses, '

The vesting is concluded with the blessing given by the bishop with
the dikiri-and trikiri,

B. After the vesting, the bishop alone raises his hands and says the
prayers hefore the Liturgy. _

The deacon and the first ranking priest approach the bishop for
the blessing to begin the Liturgy. The priest enters the altar using
the south deacon's door and takes his place on the right side of the
holy table, The deacon rioves toward the right side, the icon of Christ
and stops about in the middle of the solea, makes a bow to the bishop,
turns halfway toward the altar and the Liturgy begins, '

At the first antiphon, two priests, one from the risht and one from
the left approach the bishop for the blessing and they enter the altar
through the deacon's door closest to them, :

At the second antiphon, two more priests receive the blessing and
enter the altar, ' '

At the third antiphon, the remaining clergy approach the bishop for
the blessing and eaclhi enters the altar through the deacont!s door on his

side,

. The altar boys, if present, remain behind the bishop. One holds
the staff and the other the liturgy book, . '

C. At the little entrance, if there are tWo more altar boys, they
proceed the procession of the clergy from the altar, and advance
until they stand behind the bishop where they line up with the

other altar boys.

The deacon, if prescnt, if not, the oldest priest, carries the
Gospel Book . If there is a second deacon, he precedes with the censer.
The two oldest priests carry the dikiri aod trilkiri. '

‘The clergy follow the same procedure as at the little entrance of
a concelebrated Liturgy with the only differcnce being that the right
side group of »riests takes its, place moving behind the bishop.

The second deacon,'with the censer, stops in front of the icon of
Christ ready to cense the entrance of the bishop.

The entranece into the altar is lead by the bishop, followed by the
priests, two by two., The oldest are first, the youngest last,
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D, At the Cherubic Hymn, the censing is done by the bishop or the
oldest priest prescnt, If a deacon is bPresent, he précedes with
~a lighted candle if a priest censes, If the bishop censes the
d eacon carries the dikiri, They move around the holy table, _
stopping at each side ( as at the Easter service), the proskomedia,
the altar, clergy and then they exit, through the holy doors, They
stop in the center of the solea while the bishop censes the icon-
ostas, When the bishop turns to cense the people, the deacon enters
the altar through the deacon's door and proceeds to prepare the
water and towel for the washing of hands,

If altar boys are present, they exit thirough the deacon's door
while the the deacon comes out and they stand in the center of the
church during the censing. They follow him in whenr he enters the altar,

e

Z. The great entrance is the same as at a concelebrated Liturgy?

./ The bishop approaches the proskomedia and after making his remem-
brances, gives the aer and diskos to the deacon, if present. If not,
they are given to the youngest priest, The chalice is given to the oldest
priest., If there is a second deacon, he leads the procession holding '
the censer and stops with it before the icon of the lother of God, and he

faces  the bishop,

Reaching the center of the church, the diskos tarrier aporoaches
the bishop, saying: "day the Lord God remember your episcopacy...." The
second deacon hands the censer to the bishop to cense the holy gifts,

. The bishop makes the remcmbrances of the living and then taltes the
dislkos and sets it on the holy table, .

The bishop returns to his'place and the priest with the chalice
apiroaches,; saving: "lay the Loxd God remenber your episcopacy...Y

The Bishop censes and makes the remembrances of the dead and then
takes the chalice into the altar, ' ,

The entrance is made, two by two, The oldest pricst first, the
youngest last. , -

g For, the hierarchical Liturgy,‘the holy gifts arec left uncovered
at the proskomedia. At the Cherubic Hymn the bishop males his
‘comnemorations and then they are carried in nrocession,

~Ge = At the exclamation, "Among the first..." the Pishop remembers the
Church hierarchy. The oldest priest then remembers the name of the

officiating hierarch. ’

B H The two oldest priests assist the bishop when he enters the altar
at both entrances,
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Guidelines for: choirs and cagtors at a hierarchical Liturgy

1.
2.

i

L

8.

9.

.J."l.

B.
c .

D.

™
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G
I’I .

I.

. The bishop is received at the entrance with the Gospel

When the bishop enters the church the hymn, "It is truly right*

is sung,
At the vesting, the responses "Lord, have mercy." and "Amen" are

given,
Aftexr the vesting, while the bishop is blessing wlth the dilkiri-
trikiri, the blshop's anihcm or "Many Years! is sung.

The Trisagion Hymn is sung three times as usual by the canteor or
choir, After the third time, they stop and the priests sing the
fourth one with the intlerruptions for the blessings. After the
blessings, and the conclusion of the priests' singing, the choir
continues with the "Glory-Now!" and the rest of the Trisagioh,

At the censing during the "Alleluia" verses, just before the Gospel,
the deacon or nriest censing carries on his left arm the bishop's
omofor. -

After the reading of the Gospel, when the bhishop blesses the people,
the choir sings, ".lany years", _ :
The Cherubic IHymn should be sung slowly, and if the preparation

for the entrance is still going on, the choir or cantor continues
singing the last part of the hyrm until they sec the start of the
procession,

When the priest mentions the name of the blshop, saying "Among the -
firsthy the choir,or cantor sings, "Many Years" and after that .
comes the respons "And all your people".

At the end of the aerVLce, when the bishop comes out to. give the
anafora/antidor, the choir sings once more the Bishop's Anthrm e

XXX
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the eross. Dwring the time he eunters, the choir sings, "It is truly
right', The holy door should be opened so that the bishdp can
enter to venerate the noly table,

Yhen the bishon takes his place at the throne, the choir or cantor
sings '“any yvears" or the Dishop's Anthem-.

Before beginning the Liturgy, tLe ce]eb“ants conte to iize bishopn to

‘receive his bhlessing.

The holy doors remain open for the entire Liturgy.

At the lititle entrance, the deacon or priest brings the Gospel Beook
to the bishop to venerate it and azls him for the entrance blessing.
Before tlie reading of the Tnistle and of the Gospel, the reader
commes to the bishon to ask for the blessing,

Lefore any censing, the deacon or priest nresents the censer to

the bisliop for the blessing, This is done from the hely doors,

The bishep zives the wmajor blessings and may say the Creed if he

so desires. _

When the bishop leaves the church after the Liturgy, the choir oxr

" cantor sings the Dishop's Antheny,.



