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n the year of our Lord, 
1776, Thirteen Colonies 
won Independence from 

Great Britain. Most of the citi-
zens of the new United States 
were of Protestant confessions 
and a few of the Roman Catho-
lic. Eighteen years later, Ortho-
dox Christianity came to North 
America in the lands of Alaska. 
Imperial Russia had assumed 
these northern lands, which it 
sold in 1867 to the United 
States for 7.2 Million Dollars, a 
modest price, and with it the 
presence of the apostolic Ortho-
dox Christian faith. Today, that 
modest Orthodox presence has 
expanded to comprise a pres-
ence of over two million faith-
ful believers. 

Thus, we consider Alaska as the 
ñMother Dioceseò of North 

American Orthodoxy, and we 
deeply respect the tenacity of 
native Alaskans to the faith 
passed to them from their an-
cestors, who themselves had 
willingly embraced Orthodox 
Christianity from Saint Herman 
and his companion missionar-
ies. 

In time, various people immi-
grated to North America, to 
Canada and the United States, 
bringing their talents and their 
particular Orthodox experience. 
Such were the first Romanian 
settlers in Saskatchewan and 
Ohio, where the first parishes 
sprang up. We honor their te-
nacity and patriotism to their 
new lands of opportunity of 
over one hundred plus, and we 
give thanks to God for the total-
ity of parishes in twenty-seven 

T  250 A   T  U  S   

T  O  C 
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States and six Provinces.  

Our pioneer Romanian faithful 
embraced new opportunities in 
various fields of activity, and 
they participated in the military 
services as well. Our hearty 
thanks and blessings to those 
who served here and abroad. 
The Romanian presence in vari-
ous branches of the Armed 
Forces speaks of love and dedi-
cation, appreciation and respect 
for the laws of the Nation and 
for the blessings of the parents 
on their military offspring. 

America embraced our pio-
neers, lay and clergy, and in 
time our founding Bishop Poli-
carp Morusca, the first hierarch 
of the Romanians in North 
America. He was succeeded by 
Bishop Valerian Trifa, who was 
elevated to the rank of Arch-
bishop and served during the 
decades of Soviet communism 
in Romania, saving the commu-
nity from infiltration and divi-
sion. 

We thank the clergy and laity, 
our ancestral founders of the 
Auxiliaries and projects, civil 
and religious, and those who as-
sisted the Episcopate as legal 
advisors and guides through the 
complicated legal needs of our 
Church. 

Our community has embraced 
opportunities in work and relax-
ation, in growth and sharing 
with all peoples, and in particu-

lar with our Orthodox Christian 
co-religionists. In the religious 
services, we pray for the Presi-
dent and the military and civil 
authorities, for peace and stabil-
ity, so that we, in this calmness, 
may lead our lives as Orthodox 
Christians, giving thanks for the 
blessings of Divine gifts and for 
the peace and stability of this 
land. 

The clergy and faithful, the mo-
nastics and benefactors of the 
Episcopate do give thanks to 
Almighty God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit for this land and the 
two-hundred and fifty years of 
blessings on her citizens, both 
in the beginning, now, and we 
pray ñto the ages of ages.ò 
Blessed Two-hundred and Fifti-
eth Anniversary, United States 
of America! 

 

ÀNATHANIEL 

Archbishop of Detroit  

and of the  

The Romanian Orthodox 
Episcopate of America  
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CEL DE-AL 78-LEA CONGRES NAἩIONAL      
ARFORA  

n perioada 05ï07 iunie 
2026, la Biserica OrtodoxŁ 
Rom©nŁ ĂSf©nta Cruceò din 

Hollywood, Florida, s-a desfŁ-
Ἠurat al 78-lea Congres Anual 
ARFORA, ´n prezenἪa Ἠi cu bi-
necuv©ntarea ĊnaltpreasfinἪitului 
PŁrinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel. 

Delegatele din Statele Unite, 
alŁturi de PŁrintele Spiritual, 
PC. Pr. Sabin Pop, s-au reunit 
pentru a continua misiunea AR-
FORA de ´ntŁrire a credinἪei or-
todoxe, susἪinere a vieἪii parohi-
ale Ἠi promovare a comuniunii 
creἨtine ´ntre femeile din Epis-
copia OrtodoxŁ Rom©nŁ din 
America. 

Programul a inclus ἨedinἪele 
Consiliului Executiv Ἠi ale Con-
gresului General, precum Ἠi o 
SlujbŁ de Pomenire (Parastas) 
´n memoria fostelor preἨedinte 
Ἠi a membrelor trecute la Dom-
nul. 

Un moment important al eveni-
mentului a fost discursul susἪi-
nut de Preoteasa Diana Acsente, 
de la Biserica OrtodoxŁ Rom©-
nŁ ĂSfinἪii ĊmpŁraἪi Constantin 
Ἠi Elenaò din Atlanta, Georgia. 

Preoteasa Diana Acsente este 
Doctor ´n Managementul Ingi-
neriei Ἠi fondatoarea companiei 
Entrepreneurial Shift Inc., unde 
ajutŁ lideri din mediul guverna-
mental, companii publice, pri-
vate Ἠi nonprofit sŁ transforme 
haosul ´n claritate, construind 
´ncredere Ἠi echipe performante. 
Prin munca ei, Preoteasa Diana 
´i ajutŁ pe lideri sŁ descopere cŁ 
adevŁrata schimbare ´ncepe din 
interior, din claritate, prezenἪŁ 
Ἠi conexiune autenticŁ. 

Preoteasa Diana a prezentat o 
reflecἪie asupra relaἪiilor umane 
create prin conversaἪiile directe. 
Ea a explorat tema ĂCredinἪa ´n 
AcἪiune: De la ReacἪie la Cone-
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xiune ´n conversaἪiile noastreò, 
inspir©ndu-se din ´nvŁἪŁturile Ἠi 
´nἪelepciunea PŁrinἪilor Spiritu-
ali OrtodocἨi. Abordarea ei ´m-
binŁ leadership-ul, ἨtiinἪa Ἠi cre-
dinἪa, ghid©nd oamenii spre o 
transformare autenticŁ din inte-
rior. 

ARFORA a fost fondatŁ oficial 
´n anul 1938, sub ´ndrumarea 
PreasfinἪitului PŁrinte Policarp 
MoruἨcŁ, fiind cea mai veche 
organizaἪie auxiliarŁ din cadrul 
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Rom©ne 
din America. TotuἨi, rŁdŁcinile 
sale se ´ntorc p©nŁ ´n 1902, 
c©nd femeile rom©nce din pri-
mele parohii ortodoxe din Ame-
rica de Nord s-au organizat pen-
tru a susἪine viaἪa liturgicŁ Ἠi 
administrativŁ a bisericilor. 

De-a lungul veacurilor, ARFO-
RA Ἠi-a extins misiunea, susἪi-
n©nd educaἪia religioasŁ a tine-
rilor, organiz©nd ´nt©lniri spiri-
tuale anuale pentru femei, ´nce-
p©nd cu anul 1967, Ἠi implic©n-
du-se activ ´n acἪiuni caritabile 
pe ´ntreg cuprinsul Americii de 
Nord. ConstituἪia organizaἪiei a 
fost revizuitŁ ´n mod semnifica-
tiv ´n anii 1955, 1971 Ἠi 1988, 

pentru a rŁspunde mai bine ne-
voilor comunitŁἪilor ortodoxe 
contemporane. 

Ċn anul precedent, Comitetul 
Executiv al organizaἪiei NaἪio-
nale ARFORA a avut rezultate 
foarte bune ´n toate departa-
mentele: ARFORA a oferit trei 
burse de studii ´n valoare de 
1.000 de dolari fiecare, a str©ns 
fonduri pentru noile misiuni ale 
Episcopiei, a trimis mici daruri 
monetare de trei ori pe an preo-
teselor vŁduve, a continuat sŁ 
susἪinŁ financiar cele douŁ mŁ-
nŁstiri, TabŁra de copii de la 
Vatra, Revista Solia Ἠi Fondul 
ĂGeneraἪiile Vatreiò, Ἠi a orga-
nizat douŁ ´nt©lniri duhovniceἨti 
pe Zoom, una cu Maica StareἪŁ 
Gabriela de la MŁnŁstirea Ador-
mirea Maicii Domnului din Ri-
ves Junction, Michigan Ἠi celal-
tŁ cu dna Dr. Corina Gheorghiu, 
LMFT, DDS, terapeut speciali-
zat ´n domeniul CŁsŁtoriei Ἠi 
Familiei ´n statul California. De 
asemenea, ARFORA a trimis 
scrisori aniversare parohiilor 
din Episcopie. 

Congresul s-a ´ncheiat dumini-
cŁ, 7 iunie, Duminica Tuturor 
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SfinἪilor, prin oficierea Sfintei 
Ἠi DumnezeieἨtii Liturghii, sŁ-
v©rἨitŁ de ĊnaltpreasfinἪitul PŁ-
rinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, ´n-
conjurat de un sobor de preoἪi Ἠi 
diaconi. 

Evenimentul s-a realizat cu 
sprijinul PC. Pr. Silvius Sfera, 
paroh al Bisericii Ortodoxe Ro-
m©ne ĂSf©nta Cruceò din Holly-
wood, Florida, Ἠi al AsociaἪiei 

Auxiliare de Doamne a acestei 
parohii, conduse de doamnele 
Miorica Beker, Maria Stan Ἠi 
Lidia Sekosan, alŁturi de toἪi 
membrii Consiliului Parohial Ἠi 
de voluntarii acestei parohii. 

Ċn numele meu personal Ἠi al 
asociaἪiei ARFORA, vŁ mulἪu-
mim mult pentru toate eforturile 
depuse la organizarea acestui 
minunat Ἠi reuἨit Congres AR-
FORA Ἠi pentru susἪinerea ne-
´ncetatŁ a organizaἪiei ARFO-
RA! Dumnezeu sŁ vŁ binecu-
v©nteze! 

 

Cu credinἪŁ, speranἪŁ Ἠi dragoste, 

 

Ioana MihŁilescu 
Preѽedinta ARFORA 
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ntr-un alt loc vorbeἨte despre si-
ne astfel: ĂUit©nd cele ce sunt 
´n urma mea Ἠi tinz©nd cŁtre ce-

le dinainte, alerg la ἪintŁ, la rŁsplata 
chemŁrii de sus, a lui Dumnezeu, ´n-
tru Hristos Iisusò (Filipeni 3, 13-14). 
Iar altora le spune: ĂAlergaἪi aἨa ca 
sŁ o luaἪiò (I Corinteni 9, 24). 

Aceasta ´nseamnŁ cŁ, ´n viaἪa creἨti-
nŁ, r©vna arzŁtoare are drept roade o 
anumitŁ ´nsufleἪire Ἠi vioiciune du-
hovniceascŁ, prin care oamenii sŁ-
v©rἨesc faptele bine-plŁcute lui 
Dumnezeu, cŁlc©nd peste ei ´nἨiἨi Ἠi 
aduc©nd de bunŁvoie, ca jertfŁ lui 
Dumnezeu, tot felul de nevoinἪe, fŁrŁ 
a se cruἪa pe sine. 

Ċntemeiat cu tŁrie pe o astfel de ´nvŁ-
ἪŁturŁ, oricine poate cu uἨurinἪŁ ´nἪe-
lege cŁ ´mplinirea fŁrŁ tragere de ini-
mŁ a r©nduielilor Bisericii, asemenea 
rutinei lucrului de zi cu zi, cunoscut 
dinainte de mintea care ´l diriguieἨte, 
sau asemenea purtŁrii de societate 
corecte Ἠi distinse, plinŁ de miἨcŁri 
politicoase, nu este deloc un semn 
hotŁr©tor cŁ viaἪa creἨtinŁ autenticŁ 
ar fi prezentŁ ´n noi. 

Toate acestea sunt bune, dar at©ta 
vreme c©t nu poartŁ ´n ele duhul vie-
Ἢii ´n Hristos Iisus, nu au niciun preἪ 
´naintea lui Dumnezeu. Astfel de lu-
cruri se aseamŁnŁ, aἨadar, statuilor 
fŁrŁ de viaἪŁ. ἧi ceasurile bune merg 
´n mod corect; dar cine va fi de pŁre-
re cŁ au viaἪŁ ´n ele? Este acelaἨi lu-
cru. Adesea Ăai nume sŁ trŁieἨti, dar 
eἨti mortò ́n realitate (Apocalipsa 3, 1). 

Mai mult dec©t orice altceva poate 
amŁgi tocmai aceastŁ bunŁ r©nduialŁ 
din afarŁ. AdevŁrata ei ´nsemnŁtate 
Ἢine de starea lŁuntricŁ a omului, ´n 
care se prea poate sŁ fie serioase 
abateri de la adevŁrata cuvioἨie, chi-

ar Ἠi ´n faptele unui cuvios. Astfel, 
´nfr©n©ndu-se ´n afarŁ de la pŁcat, 
omul poate simἪi o atracἪie pentru el 
sau chiar o plŁcere a lui ´n inima sa. 
La fel, fŁc©nd fapte bune doar ´n afa-
rŁ, se poate ca inima omului sŁ nu fie 
´n ele. 

Numai adevŁrata r©vnŁ doreἨte at©t 
sŁ facŁ binele ´n toatŁ curŁἪia Ἠi desŁ-
v©rἨirea lui, c©t Ἠi sŁ izgoneascŁ pŁ-
catul chiar Ἠi ´n cele mai mici chipuri 
ale lui. CautŁ binele ca p©inea cea de 
toate zilele, iar cu pŁcatul se luptŁ ca 
Ἠi cu un vrŁjmaἨ de moarte. 

C©nd ´Ἢi urŁἨti duἨmanul, urŁἨti nu 
numai persoana lui, ci Ἠi pe rudele Ἠi 
prietenii sŁi, Ἠi chiar Ἠi lucrurile lui, 
culoarea sa preferatŁ, ´n general tot 
ceea ce Ἢi-ar putea aminti de el. Tot 
aἨa, adevŁrata r©vnŁ de a plŁcea lui 
Dumnezeu prigoneἨte pŁcatul p©nŁ 
´n cele mai mici urme Ἠi semne ale 
lui, cŁci este doritoare de desŁv©rἨitŁ 
curŁἪie. 

DacŁ nu este adevŁratŁ r©vnŁ, c©tŁ 
necurŁἪie se poate ascunde ´n inimŁ! 

(Sf©ntul Teofan ZŁvor©tul, Calea 
spre m©ntuire, Cum ´ncepe ´n noi vi-
aἪa creἨtinŁ? Part II) 

ĊNVŀἩŀTURILE SFINἩILOR PŀRINἩI 
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2026 P  R   

by Pôsa. Janene Wey  

riday, May 1, clergy wives 
from Alberta, Canada (Pôsa. 
Lillian Lupu), California 

(Pôsa. Nicole Mitescu), Arizona 
(Pôsa. Laurel Frisby, Pôsa. Maria 
Cicciarelli, and Dôsa. Andrea Cain), 
and Indiana (Pôsa. Janene Wey and 
Dôsa. Julie McCulloh) gathered 
once again for the ROEAôs annual 
Clergy Wives Retreat, hosted at 
the Vatra by His Eminence Arch-
bishop Nathaniel. Due to the won-
derful last minute and much appre-
ciated hospitality of Mother Gabri-
ella and the nuns, several of the 
ladies were housed overnight at 
Holy Dormition Monastery, while 
the rest stayed in the Vatra nurses 
station, due to the inclement early 
Michigan Spring chill in the Vatra 
dorms. 

Friday afternoon, after a tour of the 
Chancery and Museum, several of 
us were treated to a ñguidedò road 
tour by Archbishop Nathaniel, of 
the Mike Levin Lakeland Trails 
State Park on List Road and Wa-
terloo Recreation Area near Jack-
son, where the burgeoning spring 
flora was on full display, and was 

enjoyed, especially, by our ñdesertò 
Arizonans. 

Friday evening after supper, we 
spent altogether at the ñHearth,ò 
sitting around, simply enjoying 
getting reacquainted. 

On Saturday morning, after pray-
ing the beautiful Akathist to St. 
Olga of Alaska in St. Maryôs 
Chapel, we were joined by the 
Michigan cohort ï Pôsa. Mihaela 
Balanean, Pôsa. Mary Ellen Rosco, 
Pôsa. Viorica Vlad, and Pôsa. Elena 
CautiἨ (and two month old Justina 
ï a future preoteasa?!). All eleven 
of us gathered together with Arch-
bishop Nathaniel in the sitting 
room of the nurses station and 
shared stories of family and parish 
life, as well as Episcopate re-
sources and opportunities available 
to us as clergy wives for education 
and recreation, given the hectic, 
unpredictable, and strenuous life-
styles which are the lot of the par-
ish priest and his family. In the 
Heritage Center, we viewed the 
sobering documentary ñThey Gather 
Here No More,ò regarding a once 
flourishing parish in Terre Haute, 
Indiana, which closed in the mid 
1980ôs, due to a decline in mem-
bership; it was a challenge to us to 
pursue godliness in our every day 
lives and BE the church, reaching 
out to those around us who are 
searching. After lunch in the Chan-
cery, we were joined in the Herit-
age Center once again, by Dr. Dan-
iel Hinshaw, whose presentation 
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entitled ñHealing at the End of 
Life as Orthodox Christians,ò dis-
cussed the history of the Palliative 
and Hospice Care movement, 
which found its beginnings after 
World War II, as a result of the 
efforts of Dame Cicily Saunders, 
an Anglican British nurse. Dr. 
Hinshawôs insightful presentation 
went on to elucidate issues and 
barriers we face today in caring for 
those among us who are sick, in 
particular regarding the misguided 
desire of our contemporary culture 
to eradicate suffering altogether ï 
as evidenced by the modern day 
euthanasia and assisted suicide 
movements in Canada and parts of 
western Europe 
ï and which hin-
der us from being 
able to care for and 
minister effectively 
to ñwhole per-
sonsò around us 
who inevitably 
face suffering and 
their own mor-
tality. 

After evening prayers in St. 
Maryôs Church, we were once 
again treated to a wonderful dinner 
in the Chancery, hosted by His 
Eminence, where we continued 
our convivium, celebrating the 
upcoming birthday of one of our 
own, Pôsa. Lillian, who has done 
so much, along with His Emi-
nence, to see that these much 
needed and appreciated retreats 
continue. 

The following morning, we attend-
ed Liturgy and received Holy 
Communion at Holy Dormition 
Monastery, followed by lunch with 

the Archbishop in the refectory. 

For those of us in attendance, it 
was an opportunity to connect with 
other women who share that 
ñhectic, unpredictable, and strenu-
ousò life which we embraced when 
our husbands were ordained to the 
Priesthood. Our profound thanks 
go out to His Eminence, Archbish-
op Nathaniel, who has once again 
provided this wonderful opportuni-
ty of fellowship and mutual en-
couragement. 

We entreat those of you Preotese 
who have attended in the past, or 
have yet to attend, to mark it on 
your calendar, as a small ñoasisò in 

the ongoing hus-
tle and bustle 
which is parish 
life. As fellow 
pilgrims on this 
journey, we are, 
in many ways, 
each otherôs life-
lines that help us 
to stay invigorat-
ed on this jour-
ney, together 

with our husbands, families, and 
parishioners. 

The date for next yearôs retreat is 
tentatively scheduled for Septem-
ber 25-27, 2027 (watch the SOLIA 
for confirmation!); and ñé let us 
consider one another in order to 
stir up love and good works, not 
forsaking the assembling of our-
selves together, as is the manner of 
some, but exhorting one another 
and so much the more as you see 
the Day approaching.ò (Hebrews 
10:24-25) 
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B  R : T   F 

by Protopresbyter Dr. Remus Grama   

or over four decades, Fa-
ther Cornel Todeasa has 
been one of the most well-

known priests of the Romanian 
Orthodox Episcopate of Ameri-
ca (OCA). Having shepherded 
our parishes in Alexandria, VA; 
Saint Paul, MN; and Bridgeport/
Easton, CT, our readers may 
remember his fluid and articu-
late writing. Over the years,  So-
lia-The Herald and some Roma-
nian theological periodicals have 
published his pastoral writings. 
Additionally, he has written four 
other books, most notably Seek 
First the Kingdom.  

Recently, Father Cornel sur-
prised us with his first novel, 
printed in an excellent edition on 
fine paper by Saint Innocent 
Press in Milford, Ohio. Its illus-
trative title, Triangle of For-
giveness, together with the artis-
tic impression generated by the 
delicate illustrations of Dmitry 
Schidlovsky, instantly stirred 
my curiosity to find out what the 
story was all about.  

The endorsement of Father Paul 
Truebenbach also piqued my 
interest: ñBeyond being an en-
gaging read (which it is!), this 
novel is true medicine for the 
soul. This work will be sure to 
be a blessing to whoever reads 
it!ò 

Having known the author since 
we were students at St. Andrei 
ἧaguna Theological Seminary in 
Sibiu, I have put aside any sub-
jective biases and endorse the 
novel as a great read. Readers 
should know that this is histori-
cal fiction which may shock in 
some ways but inspire in others. 
The plot is a thriller, full of faith 
and drama which could easily be 
seen as a screenplay for an ac-
tion movie. 

Without revealing the plot, the 
story is a social fresco and an x-
ray of a demonized society, in-
volving the struggle of a group 
of friends to sort out and give 
meaning to their spiritual and 
existential challenges. It is set in 
the geography of Southern Tran-
sylvania (Romania) during the 
harsh years of full communism, 
when anyone could evade reality 
by running away (at the risk of 
losing their life), by engaging in 
metaphysical adventures, or by 
studying theology.  

It is evident that the author, in 
the persona of John, the village 
schoolteacher, draws on memory 
and personal experience. The 
entire plot hinges on the guid-
ance and inspiration of Saint 
John of Prislop Monastery (the 
place of rest of the Confessor 
Saint Arsenie Boca). The char-
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acter of Father Nicolae also 
stands as a pillar of fire, giving 
spiritual direction and meaning 
to the protagonists and the read-
ers as well. 

This is the first novel of this 
genre in Romanian literature 
that has fallen into my hands 
lately. Western readers need to 
hear more from those who lived 
in the land of ñZebulon and 
Naphtaliò during the dark years 
of the communist experiment, 
while Eastern Europeans need 
more disclosure and reflection to 
sort out the evil they have en-
dured.  

The book is dedicated to ñthe 
known and unknown Saints of 
Romania during the communist 
era, who endured untold perse-
cution for their steadfast love of 
our Lord.ò The Romanian Or-
thodox Church has recently can-
onized sixteen saints, most of 
whom endured torture in the Ro-
manian gulags. Some are mar-
tyrs, some are theologians, but 
all are luminaries.  

Todeasa's book deserves to be 
read and discussed in church 
groups that seek spiritual direc-
tion. The story reminds us that 
godly forgiveness begins with 
ourselves. I sense that this is not 
the last book of the recluse 
priest from Pawleyôs Island, and 
I do indeed look forward to 
more. You may order your own 
copy in paperback or e-book 

format from St. Innocent Press, 
www.stinnocentpress.com.   
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CONVOCATION 

In conformity with Article III, Section 7, of the By-Laws of the 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America, we hereby call into session      

THE 94th ANNUAL EPISCOPATE CONGRESS                    

All Priests presently assigned to a parish and all Lay Delegates 
legally elected by their Parish Assembly in 2025, and whose cre-
dentials have been verified by the Chancery, are called into Session. 

___________________________________ 

The Congress will be in session on  
Friday, September 11 at 9:00 am Eastern Time 

at Holy Cross Church, 6232 Fillmore St  

Hollywood, Florida 
 

All clergy and lay delegates are requested to participate until 
the completion of the Congress. 

Details regarding the procedure for joining the Congress 
meeting will be emailed to all parish clergy and delegates, 
along with the Report to the Congress and other pertinent 

materials. 

The Agenda, as printed in the Annual Report to the Episcopate 
Congress 2026, will include: Reading/Approval of the 93rd Epis-
copate Congress Minutes; Official Reports to the Congress; Re-
ports from the Episcopate Auxiliaries; New Business as submit-
ted by the Episcopate Council. 

As per Article III, Section 1, the Episcopate Congress shall be 
composed of: The Bishop, The Auxiliary Bishop(s), The Vicar, 
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The Parish Priest and Assistant Priest(s), Two Lay Delegates 
elected by each Parish Assembly for Congresses 2025-2026, Two 
delegates from each Auxiliary organization of the Episcopate, 
Priests under the jurisdiction of the Episcopate not having parish-
es; deacons, abbots, abbesses, if accredited by the Episcopate 
Council, Members of the Episcopate Council in office, including 
Auxiliary Presidents ex-officio. 

Should the duly-elected lay delegates be unable to attend, their 
alternates will represent the parish. No addition, substitution or ad 
hoc delegation will be recognized by the credentials committee. 

 

À NATHANIEL 
Archbishop of Detroit and the  

Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Thursday, September 10, 2026  
Holy Trinity Church, Miramar, 
FL (Clergy only) 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

12:00 pm Lunch for Clergy 

  1:00 pm Clergy Conference 

  5:00 pm Akathist to St Herman  

  6:00 pm Supper for Clergy  

Friday, September 11, 2026          
Holy Cross Church, Hollywood, 
FL 

 8:00 am   Delegate Registration 

 9:00 am   Invocation/94th Episco-
pate Congress Convenes ï Session I 

12:00 pm  Lunch/Photo/ Parastas 

  2:00 pm  Congress Session II 

  5:00 pm  Vespers  

  7:00 pm  Congress Banquet & 
  Program 

Saturday, September 12, 2026        
Holy Trinity Church, Miramar, 
FL 

  9:00 am   Matins 

10:00 am   Hierarchal Divine Liturgy 

12:30 pm   Picnic  

Free afternoon  
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PASTORAL VISITS AND EVENTS  

STRENGTHENING FAITH AND COMMUNITY 

On Saturday, March 7, 2026, His Grace Bishop Andrei, celebrated the Divine 
and Holy Liturgy at the Romanian Orthodox Parish St. John the Baptizer in 
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada. During the Divine Liturgy, the ordination of a new 
deacon took place, as the young theologian Ferenc Joseph Feh®rv§ri, a 
graduate of St. Vladimirôs Orthodox Theological Seminary, was ordained to 
the holy diaconate.  

On Sunday, March 8, 2026, the 2nd Sunday of Great Lent, dedicated to St. 
Gregory Palamas, His Grace Bishop Andrei celebrated the Divine and Holy 
Liturgy at the Romanian Orthodox Parish Holy Forty Martyrs of Sebaste in 
Aurora, Ontario, Canada, on the occasion of the parishôs patronal feast. 
During the Divine Liturgy, the ordination to the holy priesthood of Rev. Dn. 
Ferenc Joseph Feh®rv§ri took place . 
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On the Great Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, April 12, 
2026, His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel served at St. George Cathedral in 
Southfield (Detroit), Michigan, where he officiated the Holy and Divine 
Liturgy.  

With the blessing of His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon, Archbishop of 
Washington and Metropolitan of All America and Canada, and at the 
invitation of the Dean of St Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary, Dr. 
IonuἪ-Alexandru Tudorie, on the Feast of the Annunciation, March 25, 2026, 
His Grace Bishop Andrei served the Holy and Divine Liturgy at the Three 
Hierarchs Chapel of St. Vladimirôs Seminary. Assisting His Grace at the Holy 
Liturgy were members of the seminary faculty and invited clergy. During the 
Divine Liturgy, His Grace ordained the seminarian Benjamin Franks to the 
Holy Diaconate, and Deacon Daniel Werner to the Holy Priesthood.  

https://www.facebook.com/SVOTS?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbHBy4-eAu1GJ_BXkb9CM0w69HVC4TTNe2zYcWpgOJ85CPgV5I4NepvdMZNzKsSTcZSh99fsnx8FTkmN_-PTxdf90Suocu3BhB36mlwIyeZeorwXE38zvgw995M_uIneRmwVZmE9emI8M-S4c-ZVOLJblmEWGNMyHM0TFwML9aAKAgCEO2jK7oys4fqXOvZiXE&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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On the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, April 12, 2026, His Grace 
Bishop Andrei visited the parish of The Holy Trinity in Miramar (Miami), 
Florida, where he officiated the Holy and Divine Liturgy.  

On Saint Thomas Sunday, April 19, 2026, with the blessing and at the 
invitation of His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, His Grace Bishop 
Theophan of Philomelion and of the Albanian Orthodox Diocese of the 
Americas (Ecumenical Patriarchate), together with His Grace Bishop Andrei, 
officiated the Holy and Divine Liturgy at Saint Thomas Orthodox Parish in St. 
Louis, Missouri, on the occasion of the parishôs patronal feast day.  


